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Report  on  the  Island  of  Pefmha  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mk.  Viok-Consul  O'Suixivan-Beare. 

(Reoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  May  13, 1901.) 

The  year  1900  was  not  marked  by  the  occurrence,  in  Pemba,  1900  not  a 
of  any  events  of  special  importance,  but  it  was  not  one  of  pros-  year  of 
perity  for  the  Pemba  landowners.     The  clove  crop,  which  was  pro^erity 
gathered  only  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour,  ^"   ^™  "' 
proved  to  be  the  scantiest  within  a  period  of  nine  years,  while 
the  price  realised  by  the  producers  was  absolutely  the  lowest  on 
recorid. 

The  principal  achievements  to  be  credited,  during  that  period.  Public  works, 
to  the  Public  Works  Department  are,  firstly,  the  construction  of  a  Telephone 
line  of  telephonic  communication  between  Chaki  Chaki  and  Weti,  between 
which  has  proved  of  the  greatest  convenience  and  utility,  and,  ^^Jir^J?*^^ 
secondly,  the  building  of  a  substantial  stone  pier  at  the  former  ^g,  ^^^'/t*  at 

port.  Chaki  Chaki. 

The  necessary  poles  for  the  Chaki  Chaki  to  Weti  line  were  How  the 
cut  without  payment  and  voluntarily  by  the  Wa-Pemba,  who  Chaki  Chaki 
desired  thus  to  show  their  willingness  to    help  in  any  work  |?  ^^^^ 
undertaken  by  the  Sirkar,  and  they  would  give   their  aid   in^^^" 
a  similar  way  for  a  like  purpose  in  future;  the  setting  up  of 
the  poles  was    performed    by  an  army  of    volunteers,  mostly 
women,   who  did  the  necessary  work  in  so  hearty  and  willing 
a    manner   that    the    entire    line   was    completed  within   three 
days — surely  a  record  achievement  in   these   parts.     The  only 
reward  asked  by  those  public  spirited  ladies  was  pennission  to 
hold  an  *'  n*goma  "  during  as  many  nights  as  they  had  laboured 
days!    I  may   explain  that  an  **n'goma,"  meaning  literally  a 
"drum,"  is  the  local  equivalent  of  the  Australian  " corroboree," 
or  song  and    dance    entertainment.     Those  *'n'gomas"  have  an 
irresistible  attraction  for  the  blacks,  men  as  well  as  women,  but 
the  Liwalis,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  have  limited  such 
entertainments  to  two  days,  or  rather  two  nights,  during  each 
week,  since  the  blacks  prefer  the  dark,  or  better  still  the  moonlight 
hours,  for  those  gatherings. 

Another  desideratum  is  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  wive-  Desirabilitv 
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less  telegraphy  between  Zanzibar  and  Pemba.  The  necessary 
elevation  for  the  Pemba  st^ion  exists  in  the  shape  of  a  hill 
nearly  300  feet  high  in  the  south-western  part  of  the  island; 
this  would  serve  for  the  reception  and  transmission  of  messages 
from  and  to  Zanzibar  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
from  and  to  some  suitable  spot  within  the  British  East  Africa 
Protectorate.  The  desirability  of  such  an  alternative  means  of 
communication  between  Zanzibar  and  the  East  Africa  Protectorate 
is  obvious,  in  view  of  the  frequent  interruptions  which  occur  in 
the  submarine  cable. 

We  have  been  very  badly  oflf  in  Pemba  as  regards  com- 
mimication  with  the  outer  world  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
Ogaden  trouble  on  the  coast;  tlie  Zanzibar  Government  steamer 
"  Kilwa "  having  been  chartered  in  connection  with  the  punitive 
expedition,  has  ceased  to  call  here  regularly,  and  the  "  Barawa," 
the  other  steamer  of  the  Zanzibar  Government,  is  away  at  Bombay, 
imdergoing  repairs.  The  weather  has  been  so  stormy  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year  that  dhow  traffic  has  been  interrupted,  with 
the  result  that  we  have  been  without  news  from  outside  for  weeks 
at  a  time.  I  may  mention,  as  an  illustration  of  our  state  of 
isolation,  that  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Queen  reached  us  only 
10  days  after  the  occurrence  of  that  lamented  event. 

There  was  but  little  crime  of  a  serious  nature  in  Pemba  durincj 
the  past  year.  The  jails  at  both  Chaki  Chaki  and  Weti  were 
pretty  full  all  the  time,  it  is  true,  but  in  most  instances  the 
offences  for  which  the  prisoners  had  been  condemned  amounted 
to  nothing  more  heinous  than  violation  of  the  local  regulations 
with  regard  to  vagrancy. 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  both  prisons  has  been  satisfactory, 
and  the  health  of  the  inmates  excellent  on  the  whole. 

Much  real  good  was  done  in  an  unobtrusive  way  during  the 
past  year  by  the  hospital  at  Chaki  Chaki,  in  comiection  with 
which  I  have  been  acting  as  honorary  surgeon.  Over  100  patients 
from  all  parts  of  the  island  were  received  into  the  hospital  itself 
during  that  period,  and  a  large  number  of  out-patients  also  were 
treated.  The  cases  varied  in  gravity  from  the  sequelcv  of  the  entry 
of  jiggers  beneath  the  toe-nails  to  compound  fractures,  necessitating 
amputation.  But  the  great  bulk  of  the  cases  consisted  of  ulcers 
of  the  phagadenic  type,  so  common  amongst  Africans,  whicli 
affect  chiefly  the  feet  and  legs.  These,  if  neglected,  spread 
rapidly,  until  they  attain  a  shocking  size,  accompanied  with 
great  destruction  of  the  deeper  tissues.  The  ultimate  results  of 
such  ulcers,  if  not  vigorously  treated,  are  partial  or  complete'loss 
of  the  foot  or  leg  affected,  and  in  many  instances  death  from 
suffering  and  exhaustion. 

The  treatment  which  I  have  adopted,  and  which  I  have 
found  to  yield  surprisingly  good  results,  even  in  the  most 
hopeless-looking  of  such  cases,  consists  in  the  free  use  of  a 
searching  escharotic  in  the  first  instance,  after  the  application  of 
which  the  affected  parts  are  kept  continuously  from  morning  till 
niglit  in  a  bath  of  warm  water  containing  a  suflScient  quantity  of 
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a  non-poisonous  antiseptic.  This  treatment  is  continued  daily 
until  the  ulcer  has  healed. 

The  establishment  of  the  modest  hospital  in  Pemba,  although 
in  itself  a  small  undertaking,  must  be  reckoned  amongst  the  most 
meritorious  of  the  many  good  deeds  to  be  recorded  to  the  credit 
of  His  Highness's  Government. 

The  economic  situation  in  Pemba  at  the  present  time  is  most  Th© 
unsatisfactory.    The  Arab  cultivators  are  in  a  bad  way  -finan-  economic 
cially.    The  average  price  realised  by  their  staple  crop,  the  clove,  f^tmition 
is  so  small  that  it  yields  them  but  a  very  meagre  profit,  and,  * 
unfortunately,  they  have  got  into  the  merciless  grip  of  the  money- 
lender. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  usurer  is  the  curse  df  Pemba, 
and  until  the  landowners  escape  from  his  clutches  there  is  no 
hope  of  prosperity  for  them.  Unaided,  there  is  little  prospect  of 
the  Arabs  being  able  to  free  themselves.  I  have  ascertained 
from  the  records  of  the  local  offices  of  registration  that  Amount  of 
during  the  year  1900  the  total  indebtedness  incurred  by  the  in*^*'^*®^'!®^* 
Pemba   Arabs   to  the  money-lenders,   and  in  connection   witli  Arabs, 

which  they  pawned  their  shamhas,  amounted  to  a  little  over 
6,000/.  Outstanding  mortgages  executed  prior  to  1900,  amount, 
so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  to  a  further  sum  of  about  3,000/. 
I  believe  that  I  am  well  within  the  mark  in  estimating  that  a 
sum  of  10,000/.  would  suffice  to  pay  off  all  tlie  existing  mortgages 
upon  clove  plantations  in  this  island. 

It  is  ominous  that  the  registration  ofhces  record  tlie  sales  of  Sales  of 
ahambas  by  Arabs  to  Indians  during  1900  to  the  -salue  of  nearly  »^w*«*  to 
2,000/.    The  Pemba  Arab  never  sells,  as  a  rule,  a  foot  of  his  land  ^'^^'*'"«- 
unless  he  is  forced  to  do  so  by  dire  necessity,  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  those  so-termed  "  sales  "  mean  simply  that 
the  owners,  being  unable  any  longer  to  continue  paying  interest 
upon  tlieir  debt-s,  abandoned  their  fihamhas  to  the  money-lenders, 
in  whose  favour  they  executed  nominal  deeds  of  sale  for  sums 
which  represented  their  respective  indebtedness. 

The  usual  term  for  which  mortgages  are  executed  in  Pemba  is  Nature  of 
10  montlis,  and  the  interest  charged  for  that  period  is  almost  ^*^^^ 
invariably  30  per  cent,  and  upwards.  In  the  mortgage  deeds  no  ™°"^*se»' 
mention  is  made  of  interest,  which  is  illegal  according  to  tlic 
Sheria.  What  the  money-lender  does  is  this :  he  advances  the 
Arab  cash  or  gives  him  credit  for  goods  to  a  certain  amount,  and 
in  return,  the  Arab  mortgages  his  shamba  to  the  Indian  for  a 
specified  sum  of  money,  which  includes  the  agreed  interest.  The 
mortgagor  considers  himself  lucky  if  he  can  manage  to  pay,  season 
by  season,  an  instalment  of  the  interest  due,  and  to  secure  a 
renewal  of  the  mortgage,  which,  of  course,  is  for  a  progressively 
increasing  total  in  such  cases,  since  the  amount  of  unpaid  interest 
is  added  to  the  original  debt.  In  the  end  the  money-lender, 
having  squeezed  the  unfortunate  landowner  year  after  year,  and 
finding  at  length  that  nothing  more  can  be  got  out  of  him,  takes 
legal  proceedings  and  sells  him  up.  In  many  instances  the 
mortsiagee  himself  buys  in  the  propertv,  which  gemn^allv  goes 
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for  a  sum  very  much  less  than  its  intrinsic  value,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  Arabs,  who  might  wish  to  purchase,  have  little  or  no 
ready  money  available. 

That  the  clove  is  over-produced  in  Pemba  is  sufiBciently 
evidenced  by  the  low  price  realised  by  that  commodity  from 
year  to  year ;  yet  with  the  one  exception  of  the  cocoanut,  which, 
by  the  way,  does  not  thrive  particularly  well  here,  the  clove  is 
practically  the  only  product  of  any  commercial  value  cultivated  in 
the  island  on  any  extensive  scale. 

Pemba  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  fertile  spots  on  the  face 
of  the  earth ;  it  offers  a  very  varied  choice  of  soils  from  the  light 
red  earth  on  the  hills  to  the  amazingly  rich  black  deposits  in  the 
valleys,  consisting  largely  of  vegetable  humus,  in  many  places  of  a 
thickness  to  be  measured  in  feet,  and  the  annual  rainfall  is  excep- 
tionally abundant.  Hitherto  no  systematic  attempts  have  been 
made  to  develop  its  possibilities,  save  in  the  matter  of  the  clove- 
tree,  which  the  Arabs  have  succeeded  in  producing  in  a  degree  of 
perfection  unequalled  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  There  is  no 
reason  why  these  same  Arabs,  who  without  any  aid  from  the 
State  have  brought  the  cultivation  of  the  clove  in  Pemba  to  such 
a  high  degree  of  perfection,  should  not,  with  Government  help, 
succeed  ecjually  well  with  other  products.  I  have  frequently 
discussed  with  the  more  intelligent  Arabs  the  question  of  intro- 
ducing new  crops,  pointing  out  to  them  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  by  them  thei'efrom.  They  have  invariably  expressed 
themselves  as  most  anxious  to  make  the  trial,  but  -have  pointed 
out,  what  indeed  is  the  truth,  that  they  possess  neither  the  capital 
nor  the  special  knowledge  requisite.  It  is  for  the  Government  to 
supply  both  the  cash  and  the  brains  needed. 

It  is  not  merely  from  motives  of  philanthropy  that  the 
Zanzibar  Government  ought  now  to  hold  out  to  the  Pemba 
Arabs  a  helping  hand;  it  is  imperatively  called  upon  so  to  do 
through  self  interest.  The  Arabs  are  the  men  who  have  suc- 
cessfully cultivated  the  island  in  the  past  by  means  of  negro 
labour,  and  it  is  upon  them  that  the  Government  must  rely  for 
the  further  development  of  its  resources  in  the  future,  and  by 
similar  means.  If  allowed  to  succumb  to  their  financial  diffi- 
culties, they  doubtless  will  leave  the  island  to  seek  a  living 
elsewhere,  as  indeed  many  of  them  have  already  done. 

With  a  view  to  effect  that  object,  it  would  clearly  be  advisable 
•  to  asc<^rtain  at  the  outset,  by  experiment,  what  products  would  be 
most  suitable  for  cultivation  in  the  island  from  the  point  of  view 
of  market  value.  To  decide  which,  I  would  suggest  that  botanic 
stations  or  model  farms,  in  the  real  sense  of  that  term,  be  estab- 
lished throughout  the  island,  under  the  personal  supervision  of 
men  practically  skilled  in  the  various  branches  of  tropical  agri- 
culture, who  would  test  the  possibilities  of  the  different  kinds  of 
soil,  and  who  would  experiment  with  every  description  of  plant 
likely  to  be  of  economic  value.  The  various  shambas  owned  by 
the  Government  and  by  His  Highness  the  Sultan  personally  might 
be  utilised  for  that  purpose.    I  understand  that  a  scheme  on  lines 
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Kucli  as   I  suggest  is  about  to  be  tried  in  Seychellen    with   the 
co-operation  of  the  Director  of  Kew  Gardens. 

Once  it  had  been  decided  as  to  what  products  are  most  suitabhi 
for  cultivation  in  Pemba,  it  would  bo  for  the  Government  ti> 
asoiBt  the  landowners  to  obtain  the  necessary  seeds  and  seedlings 
witli  which  to  stock  Uieir  shamha%  and  to  furnish  competent 
native  assistants  trained  at  the  botanic  stations,  wlio  would  teach 
the  ownei*s  how  to  plant  and  i-ear  the  various  crops,  and  how  best 
to  prepare  the  resulting'  products  for  the  market. 

Ixx  conection  with  the  subject  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  Crops 
Pemba,  there  ai-e  a  few  points  to  which  I  may  be  permitted  to  S****^  ^^^ 
mfer.     I  suggest  vanilla  and  cacao  as  two  products  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  which  the  island  seems  peculiarly  well  suited,  and 
from  which  profitable  returns  might  be  expected  within  a  reason- 
able tiixte. 

The  climate  of  Pemba  approximates  very  closely  indeed  to  that  Cacao, 
of  the  tiBrra  calida  of  Mexico,  the  home  of  some  of  the  choicest 
species  of  the  cacao  shrub ;  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
tliose  same  species  should  not  iiourisli  here  also. 

As  regards  vanilla,  it  is  found  growing  wild  througliout  the  VanUla. 
island,  and  *uch  vines  as  I  have  seen  were  perfectly  strong  and 
heathy.  £  have  occasionally  come  across  some  of  those  wild 
vanilla  vines  bearing  pods,  one  or  two  of  which  I  remember  as 
having  been  of  exceptionally  large  size.  Doubtless,  the  fertilisa- 
tion of  the  flowers  in  those  instances  had  been  effected  by  means 
of  ants  or  other  insects,  but  such  fertilisation  would  seem  to  be  of 
laie  oocmirenoe  so  far  as  this  island  is  concerned.  It  is  for  the 
experts  to  4ieoide  as  to  whether  it  be  possible  to  import  and  to 
naturalise  in  Pemba  one  or  other  species  of  the  insects  which,  in 
Mexico,  fertilise  the  vanilla  flowers  ;  if  not,  then  recouise  could  be 
had  to  the  method  of  band  fertilisation  so  successfully  practised  in 
Reunion  and  the  Seychelles.  It  is  impro})able  that  the  vanilla  is 
indigenous  in  Pemba ;  most  likely  the  wild  vines  throughout  the 
ielaad  have  resulted  from  *'  garden  escapes." 

(Joffee  can  be  successfully  grown  in  Pemba,  at  least  the  large-  Coffee, 
beaned  varietj^  known  as  "  liberian."  Many  of  the  Arabs  here 
grow  enough  of  liat  species  for  their  personal  wants,  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  tlie  beverage  concocted  from  the  locally-grown 
l)erries,  whenever  I  have  tasted  it,  was  i)Oor  and  mawkish  stuff. 
Possibly  the  fault  may  lie  in  want  of  care  or  of  skill  in  drying  and 
preparing  the  beans ;  at  all  events,  the  ([uestion  of  coffee  growing 
in  dus  island  is  deservii^  of  attention. 

Various  species  of  rubber  vines  grow  wild  all  over  the  island,  Bubbcr. 
but  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist  in  paying  quantity.  The  late  Mr. 
Robertson,  of  His  Highnesses  Agricultural  Depaitmeut,  devoted 
some  attention  to  the  rubber  vines  durmg  a  visit  which  he  paid  to 
Pemba  in  the  cours«>  of  last  year.  He  established  some  15  work- 
men at  Ghaiii,  a  district  in  the  north  of  the  island,  where  the  vines 
exist  in  considerable  number,  their  duty  being  to  clear  away  rtic 
dense  gronith  of  useless  vegetation  and  generally  to  look  after  tlie 
vines.  There  upi)etirs  to  be  wo  ireason  why  rubber  sliould  not  bo 
(,807)  A  4 
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successfully  cultivated  here,  and  it  certainly  is  one  of  the  most 
paying  of  crops.  Its  disadvantage  in  the  eyes  of  your  Ai-ab,  who 
is  no  alti*uist,  is  that  the  more  productive  varieties  require  some 
10  years  before  yielding  a  return. 

The  raffia  palm  flourishes  in  great  numbers  throughout 
Pemba,  but  so  far  as  I  know  the  only  use  found  for  the  valuable 
fibre  which  it  produces  is  to  sew  up  bags  of  produce. 

Cotton,  of  a  species  which  yields  a  staple  of  an  average  good 
length  and  quality,  is  grown  in  small  quantities  in  Pemba,  the 
product  being  utilised  in  the  local  fabrication  of  bedding  and 
pillows. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  have  seen  the  indigo  plant  growing 
wild  in  diflTerent  parts  of  the  island,  in  which,  possibly,  it  may  be 
indigenous. 

I  may  mention  that  the  male  bamboo,  which  apparently  is  un- 
known in  Zanzibar,  grows  wild  in  Pemba. 

The  bark  of  several  trees  which  flourish  in  this  island  yield 
good  fast  dyes  of  various  tints,  which  mi«»ht  prove  to  be  of  com- 
mercial value.  Amongst  such  dye-yielding  trees  I  may  mention 
the  clove,  the  "  zambarao,"  the  "  m'bura,"  and  a  species  of  mangrove, 
locally  known  as  "  m'sinzi,"  the  bark  of  which  attains  a  thickness  of 
an  inch  and  upwards.  Tliis  laat  article  would  appear  to  have 
found  a  market,  since  an  Indian  merchant  of  Zanzibar  has  kept  a 
large  dhow  regularly  employed  during  the  past  few  months  in 
collecting  it  here  in  Pemba.  I  understand  that  the  cargoes  of 
bark  thus  obtained  are  shipped  from  Zanzibar  to  Europe  in  due 
course,  but  to  what  port  I  have  not  ascertained.  I  transmit  with 
this  report  a  sample*  of  the  mangrove  bark  in  question. 

In  former  times,  prior  to  the  extensive  cultivation  of  the  clove, 
in  favour  of  which  all  other  products  have  been  neglected,  Pemba 
was  celebrated  for  its  rice,  for  the  growing  of  which  the  island  is 
pre-eminently  well  adapted.  In  those  days  rice  constituted  an 
important  item  of  export,  and  the  average  quality  of  the  article 
was  admitteilly  excellent.  At  the  present  day  the  total  amount  of 
rice  grown  in  the  island  does  not  suffice  for  local  consumption, 
as  is  shown  from  the  customs  returns.  During  the  year  1900 
Indian  rice  was  imported  into  Pemba  to  the  value  of  over  22,000/. 
There  is  no  reason  why,  with  a  little  encouragement  and  help  from 
Grovei-nment,  the  necessary  amount  of  rice  for  local  consumption 
should  not  be  raised  in  Pemba  to  the  substantial  profit  of  the 
growers ;  and,  later  on,  the  article  should  once  more  take  its  legiti- 
mate place  amongst  the  items  of  export. «  A  great  many  varieties 
of  rice  thrive  in  the  island,  of  which  I  transmit  with  this  report 
samples*  of  12  different  kinds,  in  husk  and  shelled.  The  species 
locally  known  as  *'  sufala,"  "  ambari,"  and  "  noudo,"  respectively, 
are  most  generally  favoured,  as  they  yield  the  largest  returns  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  seed  sown,  but  as  regards  quality,  the 
variety  known  as  ''  sena  "  takes  highest  rank,  and  justly  so,  for  it 
is  a  really  excellent  rice,  the  best,  absolutely,  which  I  have  ever 
tasted,  and  it  would,  I  am  sure,  command  a  high  price  in  the 
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market.  There  is  much  difficulty  at  the  present  time  in  obtaining 
seed  of  any  of  the  local  varieties  of  rice  in  large  quantity,  and  in 
this  matter  the  Grovernmeut  could  lend  valuable  aid  by  assisting 
would-be  growers  to  obtain  the  necessary  quantity  of  seed  rice, 
which  could  be  grown  upon  the  Government  shambas. 

The  sugar-cane  thrives  exceedingly  well  in  Pemba,  and  attains SugarcaMc. 
to  a  height  and  girth  not  excelled  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
In  the  pre-clove  days  the  cane  was  extensively  cultivated,  every 
large  shainba  had  its  crushing  mill,  and  molasses  and  raw  sugar 
figured  amongst  the  regular  exports.  At  the  present  time,  how- 
ever, there  is  but  little  cane  grown,  and  of  crushing  mills  there  are 
but  very  few  in  the  island.  The  customs  returns  show  that 
molasses  and  raw  sugar,  to  the  value  of  over  500/.,  were  imported 
into  the  island  during  the  past  year.  * 

Pemba  is  well  adapted  for  the  breeding  of  cattle.  Formerly  Otttle. 
there  existed  large  numbenj  throughout  the  island,  and  ghee  of 
exceptionally  good  quality  was  exported  in  considerable  quantity. 
Some  10  years  ago,  however,  the  disastrous  plague  which  swept 
away  the  herds  on  the  mainland,  made  its  appearance  here,  and 
almost  exterminated  the  cattle,  of  which  one  sees  but  few  in  the 
island  at  the  present  time,  most  of  them  belonging  to  the  Wa- 
Pemba,  who  are  the  chief  breeders.  The  Pemba  cattle  ai-e  small, 
compactly-built  animals,  of  the  humped  variety,  generally  black  or 
dun  in  colour ;  the  cows  yield  a  fair  quantity  of  milk  of  excellent 
(luality.  It  would  undoubtedly  help  greatly  to  re-establish  the 
prosperity  of  the  landowners  if  the  Government  would  assist  and 
encourage  them  to  resume  the  breeding  of  cattle  on  an  extensive 
scale. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  Wa-Pemba  organise  every  year  elaborate  exhibitions  of  what 
I  may  term  bull  baiting,  the  proceedings  at  which  resemble  veiy 
closely  some  of  those  which  characterise  the  bull  tights  of  Spain. 
The  time  selected  by  the  Wa-Pemba  for  these  sports  is  the  dry 
spell  which  precedes  what  are  known  here  as  the  "  planting  rains." 
A  level  plain  of  ample  extent  is  the  scene  of  operations,  around 
which  are  erected  bamboo  stands  and  enclosures  for  the  Wa-Pemba 
ladies  who  constitute  a  large  proportion  of  the  great  gatherings  of 
spectators.  The  bulls,  fierce,  active,  high-couraged  beasts  are 
turned  loose,  one  at  a  time,  into  the  arena,  and  the  young  men  of 
the  Wa-Pemba  play  them  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  do  the 
toi-eros  or  capeadors  of  the  Spanish  ring,  and  with  every  whit  as 
nmch  of  daring  and  address.  The  Wa-Pemba,  however,  more 
merciful  than  the  Spaniards,  neither  torture  nor  finally  kill  the 
bull,  which  is  lassoed  and  led  away  as  soon  as  it  begins  to  exhibit 
symptoms  of  fatigue,  to  be  replaced  by  fresh  animals,  to  the 
number  of  five  or  six,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon's  sport.  This 
bull  baiting  is  a  survival,  I  take  it,  of  the  bull  fights  in  which 
doubtless  the  Portuguese  delighted  during  the  period  of  their  rule 
in  this  island. 

The  systematic  breeding  of  .the  native  jsheep — a  diminutive,  SliMp. 
short-fleeced,  big-tailed,  brown-coloured  variety — ^is  deserving  of 
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encouragement.  It  yields  excellent  mutton,  which  would  be  a 
most  welcome  change  from  the  tough  and  tasteless  goat  flesh  which 
at  present  constitutes  the  staple  and,  indeed,  practically  the  only 
attainable  article  of  meat  diet  in  this  island. 

Bi-eeders  of  cattle,  sheep,  or  goats  need  have  no  misgivings  as 
to  the  question  of  finding  a  market  for  tlieir  sU)ck  ;  Zanzilmr,  witli 
its  great  shipping  demand,  would  take  all  the  meat  whicli  tliey 
could  supply  and  at  a  very  remunerative  price. 
Statistics  as  to  The  total  number  of  slaves  who  applied  for  and  obtained  their 
S^p^are^""'*  freedom  in  Pemba  during  the  year  1900  was  583.  Here  are  the 
items  composing  that  total,  as  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the 
Rev.  J.  P.  Farler,  His  Highnesses  Commissioner  for  Slavery, 
viz. : — 


Number. 


Malen  ,.         ••         ••         ..         .. 

Females  (including  8  concubines)  .  • 

Children       ..  ..         ••         ••         •• 

Total 


230 
329 

24 


588 


The  amount  of  compeuBatiou  paid  during  the  year  to  the  owners 
of  slaves  freed  was  2,419/. 

The  adult  slaves  who  obtained  manumission  during  the  past 
year  had,  in  almost  every  instance,  made  agreements  with  future 
employers  before  asking  to  be  freed,  and  such  agreements  were, 
in  most  cases,  duly  ratified  by  the  Slavery  Court. 

For  the  sake  of  comparison  I  give  the  figures  relating  to  the 
number  of  slaves  freed  in  this  island,  and  of  the  compensation 
paid  during  the  three  years  that  the  anti-slavery  decree  has  been 
m  oi)ei*ation,  viz. : — 


Year. 

Number. 

Componiation 

Moles. 

Females. 

Children. 

Total. 

Paid. 

Icwo        .  •           •  • 
1891)      .. 
1900      .. 

610 
980 
280 

751 

1,203 

329 

200 

141 

24, 

i,5(;i 

2,324 
583 

3,564 
5,175 
2,419 

From  those  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  4,10* »  adult  slaves 
obtained  their  freedom  during  the  past  three  years,  and  that  His 
Highnesses  Government  paid  a  total  sum  of  over  11,000/.  in  com- 
pensSktiori  during  that  period. 

The  labour  of  these  freed  slaves  has  not  been  lost  to  the  Arab 
cultivators  as  a  body,  since  the  great  majority  of  them  have 
settfled  upon  skainbrn  owned  by  Arabs,  upon  terms  and  condit  ions, 
which,  apparently,  ha^ve  been  found  to  iroric  satirfactorily  for  all 
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parties  concerned.  •  There  has  been  merely  a  shuffling  of  the  cards 
as  a  result  of  which  certain  Arabs  have  gained  in  labour  what 
others  have  lost. 

In  allotting  freed  slaves   the  Court  has  lately  adopted  the  System 
sound  principle  of  distributing  them  where  their  labour  is  most  adopted  in 
needed,  and  where  it  can  most  profitably  be  employed,  from  the  ?!1^"}^ 
economic  point  of  view.    With  that  object,  preference  is  invari- 
ably given  to  owners  of  clove  shanibas.    The  applicant  has  to 
satisfy  the  Court  upon  two  points,  first,  as  to  the  number  of  bearing 
trees  upon  his  property,  and,  second,  as  to  the  total  number  of 
slaves  which  he  possesses.    The  Court  endeavours,  in  so  far  as  the 
available  supply  of  freed  slaves  permits,  to  allot  to  any  given 
applicant  as  many  freed  slaves  as  will  suffice,  either  in  conjunction 
with  the  slaves  owned  by  the  applicant  or  by  themselves,  if  he 
has  no  slaves,  to  work  his  shamba.    The  desirable  proportion  of 
hands  for  that  purpose,  including  clove  picking,  would  be  about 
10  to  every  100  clove  trees,  but  the  scantiness  of  the  supply  of 
freed  slaves  available  lately  has  made  it  impossible  for  the  Court 
thus  to  arrange  matters.     Indeed,  the  total  available  amount  of  Scarcity  of 
labour  of  freed  and  non-freed  slaves  combined  does  not  average,  sUfc  labour, 
probably,  throughout  the  island,  more  than  five  persons  to  every 
100  bearing  clove  trees. 

The  shambas  owned  by  the  Government  and  by  His  Highness 
the  Sultan  personally,  upon  which  large  numbers  of  freed  slaves 
were  placed  during  the  early  days  of  the  working  of  the  Decree, 
when  some  difficulty  was  experience^  in  disposing  of  the  crowds 
of  applicants  for  manumission,  will  henceforth  be  regarded  as 
depfits,  from  which  the  freed  slaves  will  be  drafted  during  clove 
harvest  times  to  those  parts  of  the  island  where  the  crop  is  heaviest 
and  labour  is  most  needed. 

I  believe  that  most  of  the  11,000/.  received  by  the  Arabs  as  How  the 
compensation  for  their  slaves  liberated   has  been  employed  by  ilave-ownert 
them  to  pay  off  or  to  reduce  the  mortgages  upon  their  aliamias.  ^'^\^   j 
Such  at  least  would  appear  to  be  the  explanation  of  the  fact  that  t^L**^* 
the  collective  amount  represented  by  mortgages  in   1900    was  oompemation 
considerably  less  than  had  been  the  case  during  the  preceding  "^^^'^^y* 
two  years. 

The  very  paucity  of  the  number  of  slaves  who  applied  for  Good  effeotwi 
their  freedom  during  the  past  year  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  striking  by  the  anti- 
proof  of  the  good  effected  by  the  anti-slavery  decree,  which  has  •^^^'J'^ 
so  ameliorated  the  condition  of  the  slaves  that  the  great  majority 
of  them,  perceiving  that  they  will  gain  no  special  advantages  by 
being  manumitted,  are  content  to  continue  in  a  state  of  nominal 
bondage.     It  may,  I  think,  truthfully  be  said  that  the  decree  has 
entirely  taken  the  sting  out  of  slavery  in  Pemba. 

Indeed,  many  of  those  slaves  who  have  obtained  their  freedom 
or  who,  to  use  their  own  expression,  have  been  "sold  to  the 
"Sirkar" — the  allusion  being  to  the  compensation  money  paid 
for  them — seem  to  be  ashamed  to  acknowledge  the  fact.  I  have 
remarked,  in  many  instances,  when  I  have  had  occasion  to  question 
^  man  as  to  bis  status,  that  he  has  told  me  he  was  "  hadim "  or 
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freedinan  of  so-and-so,  naming  Wh  former  master,  whereas  I  have 
ascertained  subsequently  that  he  had  really  been  freed  by  the 
Slavery  Court.  To  be  freed  by  one's  owner  is,  amongst  the  Pemba 
slaves,  a  much  appreciated  honour,  which  elevates  the  freed  man, 
who  not  infrequently  assumes  the  tribal  name  of  his  former 
master,  almost  to  the  social  level  of  the  "  m'ngwana  "  or  free-born 
negro ;  but  to  be  freed  by  the  Sirkar  appeal's  to  be  regarded  in 
quite  a  diflferent  light  -Ijy  the  slaves,  and  it  would  soem  that,  in 
many  cases,  at  least,  the  recipient  of  the  brass  badge  of  liberty 
feels  himself  to  be  in  the  condition,  as  it  were,  of  a  "  masterless 
man,"  a  state  which  is  without  honour  according  to  their  ideas, 
and  one  which  he  is  shy  to  acknowledge. 

There  has  been  no  instance,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  of  a  slave 
having  been  kidnapped  and  carried  away  from  Pemba  during 
1900. 

The  smuggling  of  raw  slaves  into  the  island  has  been  absolutely 
extinct  for  three  years  past. 

The  labour  question  is  now  the  problem  of  greatest  importance 
in  Pemba.  The  small-pox  epidemic  of  1898-99  carried  off  not 
less  than  10,000  of  the  slave  population  of  this  island.  The  hut- 
tax  returns  indicate  the  diminution  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  population  of  free  blacks  in  Pemba  during  the  past  two  years. 
The  returns  are  as  follows : — 


Year. 


1898 
1899 
1900 


Value. 


£ 
1,571 
1,189 

883 


Diminished 
population. 


Estimated 
number  of 
slayes  in 
Pemba. 


^This.  source  of  revenue  could  be  made  to  yield  much  larger 
returns  than  those  shown  above,  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
assume  that  the  collection  of  the  tax  was  more  inefficient 
in  1899  and  1900  tlian  in  1898,  and  the  inference  to  be  drawn 
from  tlie  returns  is  that  the  progressively  smaller  amounts 
indicate  a  corresponding  diminution  in  the  number  of  Imt-- 
owners,  through  death.  A  knowledge  of  the  approximate 
mortality  amongst  the  free  blacks  affords  a  meons  of 
estimating  approximately  the  mortality  amongst  the  slaves,  of 
whom,  I  estimate,  that  there  are,  at  the  present  time,  probably  not 
more  than  30,000  all  told  in  this  island. 

The  amount  of  labour  still  available  in  Pemba,  in  the  shape 
of  slaves  and  freed  slaves,  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  the  general 
cultivation  of  the  island  and  for  keeping  the  clove  shambm  clean, 
provided — and  that  is  a  very  big  proviso — that  those  people  could 
be  made  to  work  steadily  during  the  three  days  in  each  week 
upon  which  they  are  supposed  to  labour  for  their  masters  or 
employers,  in  lieu  of  rent  for  their  cultivation  plots.  But  steady, 
regular  work  is  just  what  your  slave  or  freed  slave  dislikes  very 
much :  be  it  remembered,  however,  that  much  of  tlie  iudoleiiee  of 
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the  Pemba  negro  may  well  be  attributable  to»  as  it  certainly  is 
excusable  on,  the  score  of  unfavourable  climatic  conditions. 
Indeed,  I  may  admit,  after  a  personal  experience  of  tlic  enervating 
and  debilitating  effects  of  the  climate,  during  several  years' 
residence  in  this  island,  that  my  sympathies  go  out  to  tlie 
Temba  negix)  in  the  matter  of  his  distaste  for  sustained  and 
continued  exertion.  Out  here  one  appreciates  fully  the  truth  of 
the  dictum  of  Paul  Leroy  Beaulieu — "  Tout  le  mondc  fait  I'iiloge  du 
travail ;  personne  n'en  veut  plus.'*  iUit  unluckily  for  the  black- 
man,  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  liere  do  not  admit  of  his  being 
allowed  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  idleness,  and  it  is  inevitable 
that  he  must  be  made  to  do  far  more  w(»rk  tlian  he  has  any 
stomach  for. 

The  scarcity  of  labour  was  keenly  felt  during  the  last  dove-  Difficultj  of 
picking  seas<m,  and  although  the  crop  was  abnormally  small  in  gatl»ering  the 
([uantity,  it  was  only  gathered  with  much  difficulty.     Many  Arabs  ^^^  ^^^^® 
have  assured  me  that  they  were  unable,  through  lack  of  hands,  to 
gather  more  than  a  proportion,  in  some  cases  but  little  over  half, 
of  their  crop. 

It  is  disappointing  that  the  abolition  of  the  legal  status  of 
slavery  in  Pemba  has  not,  so  far,  had  the  effect  of  attracting  labour 
to  this  island,  but  it  must  be.  remembered  that  no  attempts  have 
hitherto  been  made  to  tempt  possible  immigrants. 

It  appears  to  me  that  His  Highnesses  Government  ought  to  Supgebtiun  a? 
be  able  to  offer  to  the  free  blacks  on  the  mainland,  especially  *o  inducing 
those  inhabiting  the  extensive  districts  which  lately  havc^  suffei-eci  ^2cki""o 
so  severely  from  famine,  sufficient  inducements  to  encourage  them  migrate  to 
to  migrate,  in  considerable  numbers,  to  this  fertile  island,  where,  l*emb». 
at  least,  they  need  have  no  misgivings  as  to  failure  of  food  supply. 
Such  a  scheme  would  certainly  be  worth  trying,  for  only  the 
negro  labourer  can  stand  this  climate. 

It  is  certain  that  the  total  available  supply  of  labour  of  slaves  plenty  of 
and  freed  slaves  in  Pemba,  if  adequate,  theoretically,  for  the  per-  free  labour 
forniance  of  ordinary  operations  of  cultivation   throughout  the  ?^*i*^?^^*^^^ 

in  t  cm  Oft 

island,  is  insufficient  for  harvesting  the  clove  crop,  but  if  the  free 
blacks  of  the  island — the  Wa-Pemba,  the  Wa-Sherifoo,  the  Wa- 
Tumbatu,  and  the  Wa-Swahili — could  be  induced  to  lend  their 
aid  during  the  clove  season,  the  total  amount  of  labour  tlien 
available  would,  I  believe,  be  (juite  sufficient  for  gathering  tlu^ 
crop.  It  has  not  been  found  possible,  uj)  to  now,  to  induce  these 
free  blacks  to  render  much  assistance  in  that  direction.  They 
assert  that  they  find  it  more  profitable  to  themselves  to  devote 
their  time  to  the  cultivation  of  their  own  shambuH  than  to  work 
for  pay  for  some  months  at  a  stretch  gathering  the  cloves  of  their 
neighbours. 

The  clove  crop  in  Pemba  for  1900  was  the  smallest  within  a  ciovc 
period  of  nine  years,  as  I  have  already  stated.  statlitics  fur 

The  following  are  thi^   official   returns   showing  the    annual  P***^  "*"'' 
output  of  that  commodity  from  this  island  during  that  peiiod,  ^*^^"' 
viz. : — 
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Quantity. 


1802 
1898 
1894 
1806 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


Lbf. 

8,867886 

0,077,846 

18,064,966 

13,701,186 

8,296,160 

8,438,426 

10,896,970 

12,068,611 

8,176,886 


The  Indian 
buying  ring. 


Pemba 
imports  and 
•xports  for 
1900. 


Exports. 


Imports. 


The  price  realised  by  the  producers  of  the  1900  crop  averaged 
only  2^d.  per  lb. 

The  entire  buying  trade  in  the  case  of  Pemba  cloves  is  in  the 
hands  of  local  Indian  merchants,  who  constitute  what  practically 
is  a  ring.  They  fix  amongst  themselves  certain  uniform  prices 
from  time  to  time  during  the  clove  harvest,  so  calculated,  with 
regard  to  Zanzibar  prices  of  the  commodity,  that  the  25  per  cent, 
export  duty,  which  is  collected  in  Zanzibar,  is  borne  by  the 
producers. 

A  little  healthy  competition  from  outside  in  this  matter  of  the 
clove  trade  in  Pemba  is  much  to  be  desired  in  the  interests  of  the 
Arab  growers.  Better  still  would  it  be  for  them  if  they  could 
manage  to  ship  their  cloves  to  Zanzibar,  and  there  deal  direct  with 
the  firms  who  export  the  article.  Unfortunately  for  the  Arabs, 
they  lack  the  necessary  enterprise  to  do  so,  and  thus  they  continue 
year  after  year  at  the  mercy  of  the  Indian  ring  as  regards  prices 
for  their  staple  crop. 

The  amount  and  market  value  of  a  season's  clove  crop  decide 
the  volume  of  the  trade  of  Pemba  for  any  given  year.  A  scanty 
crop,  unless  compensated  by  a  high  market  value,  means 
diminished  purchasing  power  on  the  part  of  the  growers  and 
correspondingly  small  imports,  and  the  cloves  themselves  practi- 
cally constitute  the  exports  of  the  island. 

The  total  value  of  the  Pemba  imports  for  1900  amounted  to 
76,000/.,  and  of  exports  to  87,000/. 

For  the  returns  of  imports  and  exports,  which  I  append  to  this 
report,  I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  L.  C.  Gomes,  His 
Highnesses  Master  of  Customs  in  Pemba.  The  values  of  the 
various  items  have  been  computed  at  local  market  rates.  In  the 
case  of  those  articles  of  export  from  Pemba  to  Zanzibar  upon 
which  import  duties  are  levied,  the  market  price  of  such  duty- 
paid  produce,  notably  in  the  case  of  cloves,  is  higher  in  Zanzibar 
than  in  Pemba. 

The  exports  from  this  island  during  1900  consisted  as  hereto- 
fore of  cloves,  clove-stems,  copra,  timber,  and  donkeys,  plus  an 
insignificant  amount  in  each  case  of  hides,  wax,  tortoise-shell, 
mother-of-pearl,  betel  nuts,  fruit  and  cowries. 

As  regards  imports  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  British 
products  constituted  the  most  valuable  portion.     Analysis  as  to 
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the  source  of  Bupply  of  the  principal  items  in  the  order  of  value 
reveals  the  following  facts,  viz. : — 


<  W.W  I*  t  . 


Ar<}iolef. 


^r^r 


Yalne. 


Bioe  ftn4  ffrain  •  • 
Fieoe  ffooqs 

arooeiy 

Sugar      .*         .•         •• 
Fecroleum  . .         • . 

Orocikoij  ancl  glatswaqw. . 


Bim-sim  oil 


f  f 


£ 

25,000 
8,000 
7,000 
6,000 
2,000 
2,000 

1,000 


Country  of  Origin. 


British  India 

Germany  principally 
'\  Q^rmany  principally 
I  British  India  and  Mauritiui 
I  America 

Oermany       and      Austria^ 
Hungary 

British  India 


From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  out  of  a  total  of 
61,000/.  goods  from  British  sources  stand  for  no  less  than  32,000/. 

There  are  many  articles  in  general  use  here,  to  the  sup-  Openings  for 
plying   of   which   British    firms    might  profitably  devote  their  ^'^^•^*''*^^* 
attention.     Thus  the   trade  in  the  gaily-coloured  cotton  cloths,  ^   ^^  "*' 
locally  known  as  kangas,  in  which  the  women  array  themselves,  ^«»^«*- 
and  lor  which  there  is  an  immense   demand  throughout  East 
Africa,  is  at  present  wholly  in  the  hands  of  Grerman  and  French . 
firms  in  Zanzibar.     The  secret  of  success  in  the  kanga  trade  is  to 
keep  up  a  continual  supply  of  novelties  in  the  matter  of  design 
and  colouring.    The  mode  of  procedure  adopted  by  the  German 
and  French  firms  in  Zanzibar  is  this :   they  cause  hundreds  of 
hand-coloured  samples  to  be  prei)arefl  at  home,  and  these  they 
submit  to  the  leading  Indian  dealers,  who  select  therefrom  such 
as  they  judge  will  be  most  likely  to  sell,  and  who,  themselves, 
frequently  suggest  new  patterns  or  modifications  in  the  sample 
designs.     The  importing  firms  book  orders  from  the  Indian  dealers 
for  given  quantities  of  the  patterns  selected  or  suggested  by  them, 
to  be  delivered  within  such  period  or  at  such  intervals  as  may  l)e 
arranged.    The  Indians  take  good  care  to  let  the  native  women 
know  whenever  fresh  consignments  of  kangas  are  due,  and  the 
goods  are  placed  on  the  market  with  the  legist  possible  delay  after 
being  landed. 

There  is  much  rivalry  amongst  the  women  as  to  who  shall 
soonest  appear  arrayed  in  the  latest  thing  in  kangas,  which  sell  at 
a  high  premium  during  the  early  days  of  their  novelty.  Thus 
newly-arrived  kangas  will  fetch  as  much  as  4s.  for  the  set  of  two,  ^ 

during,  say,  the  first  week,  after  which  time  the  price  declines,  as 
the  article  goes  out  of  fashion,  imtil  a  pair  of  the  same  cloths 
can  be  had  eventually  for  Is.  4rf.,  which  is  the  lowest  figure  at 
which  the  Indians  self  them. 

Zanzibar  is  the  Paris  of  East  Africa,  and  the  Zanzibar  belles 
are  admittedly  the  glass  of  fashion.  To  keep  up  their  reputation 
for  smart  dressing  involves  the  frequent  purchcise  of  new  kangas, 
of  which,  I  understand,  a  Zanzibar  girl  will  possess  as  many  as 
two  to  three  dozen  sets  at  one  time. 

Kangas  which  have  begun  to  be  out  of  fashion  in  Zanzibar  will, 
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ia  tbeir  turn,  constitute  the  height  of  fashion  in  Pemba  and 
on  the  coast,  where  they  will  sell  at  a  premium  until  superseded 
by  a  later  consignment  from  Zanzibar,  and  so  on. 

I  am  informed  that  the  bulk  of  the  kangas  imported  into  East 
Africa  are  printed  in  Holland. 

There  appears  to  be  no  reason  why  British  firms  should  not 
successfully  make  a  bid  for  their  share  of  the  kariga  trade,  by 
adopting  methods  similar  to  those  practised   by   German   and 
French  firms. 
Kaniki,  There  is  a  large  trade  done  here  in  a  plain  blue  cotton  material, 

locally  known  as  kaniki,  which  is  much  affected  by  the  women 
for  general  wear,  especially  throughout  the  shamba  districts. 
Formerly  the  entire  supply  of  kaniki  cime  from  British  India. 
The  Indian  article  consists  of  a  material  known  as  wilayti, 
imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  which  is  cut  up  into  lengths 
of  8  yards  each  and  dyed  with  indigo,  the  process  being  carried 
out  chiefly  in  Bombay.  The  colour,  as  a  rule,  is  good  and  fairly 
fast.  Of  late  years,  however,  certain  German  firms  in  Zanzibar 
have  been  introducing  a  somewhat  similar  article,  which  is  steadily 
ousting  the  Indian-made  kaniki  from  the  market  here. 

The  material  of  the  German-made  kaniki  is  lighter  in  texture 
than  is  the  Indian  article,  but  being  dyed  with  aniline,  the  colour 
•  soon  washes  out.  The  German  kaniki  is  considerably  dearer  than 
the  other,  selling  at  5^rf.  per  yard,  as  against  Z\d,  per  yard  for  the 
Indian  article.  The  reason  why  the  native  women  prefer  the 
more  expensive  and  really  inferior  kanxH  of  German  make  is, 
firstly,  on  account  of  the  comparative  lightness  of  its  fabric,  an^i 
secondly — and  this,  undoubtedly,  ia  the  chief  reason — because,  in 
its  new  state,  the  GemuMi  kaniki  possesses  a  certain  amount  of 
surface  gloss,  wlwdi  is  very  pleasing  to  native  taste,  whereas  the 
Indkor  kaniki  is  dull  of  surface.  That  such  surface  gloss  dis- 
appears with  the  first  washing  is  well  known  to  the  women,  as  is 
also  the  fact  that  the  colour  quickly  fades;  nevertheless,  they 
prefer  the  German  to  the  Indian  article.  Surely  the  British 
manufacturer  should  be  able  to  turn  out  kaniki  material,  possessed 
of  the  desired  gloss,  as  cheaply,  at  least,  as  the  German  makers, 
and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  of  a  more  durable  colour.  I  transmit  with 
this  report  samples*  of  both  Indian  and  German  kaniki  as  sold 
here  in  Pemba. 

So  much  for  articles  of  female  attire.    The  subject  of  male 
apparel  in  these  parts  is  also  deserving  of  attention  on  the  part  of 
0»pi,  British  manufacturers. 

Every  man  in  this  island,  and  indeed  throughout  East  Africa 
generally,  wears  a  cap  of  Forts.  The  poorer  classes  content  them- 
selves with  a  head-covering  made  of  soft  felt,  red,  black  or  white 
in  colour — ^red  being  the  favourite — of  which  the  uniform  price, 
retail,  is  8rf.  Most  of  those  felt  caps  come  from  Austria-Hungary, 
but  Germany  has  begun  of  late  to  compete  successfidly  in  this 
branch  of  trade.  I  transmit  samples*  of  those  felt  caps  in  various 
colours. 

*  Sent  to  Asaociation  of  Chambers  of  Ck>mmerce. 
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The  Arabs  and  the  better-elasa  natives  affect  white  cottou  caps, 
elaboititely  worked  in  thread  and  silk.  Formerly  those  caps  were 
only  obtainable  hand-stitched  tliroughout  and  cost  from  48.  to  9s. 
each.  Lately,  however,  the  Indian  tradei-s,  with  characteristic 
enteiTprise,  have  l)egun  to  sell  machine-sewn  caps  of  similar 
(lesign  at  prices  which  pub  them  within  the  reach  of  many  to 
whom  the  cost  o|  the  hand-sewn  article  was  prohibitive.  These 
machine-sewn  caps  sell  in  very  Jarge'  numbers,  jfor  it  is  (^le 
a'mb^tio^  of  every  WacK  man  out  here  to  be  able  to  sport  an 
embroidered  c^p  such  as  is  worn  by  the  aristocratic  J^tb\>.  The 
machine->vorked  caps  arc  ipade  chiefly  at  Slombasa ;  they  are  sohl 
at  prices  varying  fii-om  8d.  to  Is,  4d,  each.  I  should  think  that 
^ptis^i  manufacturers  could  turn  out  similar  caps  ^t  prices  which 
would  compare  favourably  with  tho'^e  charged  for  the  K'>ca}^y- 
made  articles.  Itransniit  samples*  of  hand-sewn  and  of  macliine- 
sewn  caps. 

ttie  sleeved,  w|ute  cotton  garment,  reaching  from  neck  to  heel,  -^'flf"'"'* 
locally  Ivudwn  as  a  hanxu^  is  the  universal  wear  of  men  of  all 
cesses  ill  l^emba  and  throughout  ^st  Africa  generally  who  can 
afford  i^.  '|'lie  material  most  generally  preferrec]  is  a  kind  of 
nainsooK,  most  of  which,  T  Mieve,  comes  from  British  India. 
The  A^'^bs  and  the  better-class  natives  affect  a  hand-sewn  article, 
eniuroidered  round  the  neck  and  cuffs  and  down  the  front  in  silk. 
The  price  |or  such  varies  from  about  5.s.  6^/.  to  as  much  as  Os.  (id. 
eac]i,  those  at  the  former  price  being  in  most  (Remand.  Those 
whose  means  do  not  perinit  of  their  indulging  in  a  liand-sewn 
TcanzU'  content  Iheinselves  with  a  plain  machine-made  article,  the 
average  price  of  which  is  abou^  2.'.  So  far  as  X^emba  is  concerned, 
practically  all  of  the  Icanzv.s  worn  are  matle  hi  the  island  itself. 
It  appears  to  me  thiat  it  would  be  well  worth  the  while  of  British 
inanuiacturers  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  pimluction  of 
machine-made  Mtizxis,  whjcb,  doubtless,  could  be  manufactured  in 
large  (quantities  at  a  price  considerably  lower  than  that  of  the 
roca]ly-pQade  articles.  1  transmit  an  average  sample*  of  the  hand- 
sewn  arid  of  |he  machine-made  hanzu. 

A  cotton  vest  or  singlet,  and  a  vikoi  or  loin  cloth  are  always 
woni  under  the  hmzu.  l^ox  those  who  cannot  afford  to  buy 
the'  la'tter  {^armen^*  a  combination  of  singlet  anct  loin  cloth 
constitutes  v;hat  is  generally  conceded  t<3  be  a  neat  and  sufficient 
costume. 

In  the  matter  of  singlets,  the  Gerraan-mac^e  goods  sold  at  Undcr-vesM. 
prices  varying  from  8^.  to  Is.  4di.  eac]i,  of  which  I  transmit  samples,* 
Hold  tlie  local  irarket  exclusively. 

'  Of  the  xikoi  sold  at  Pemba — and  I  believe  in  Zanzibar  and  Loin  clothi. 
on  the  coast  also — the  great  proportion  come  from  iluscat.  The 
price  of  the  Muscat  article  varies  from  2^.  to  4f  each,  permany 
supplies  the  palance  of  loin  cloths  sold  here,  t|ie  price  of  the 
(jrerinan  article  ^'arying  from  ml.  to  8rZ.  eac^i.  ^hose  German- 
hiade  r/^w  are  manufactured  in  ^engths  containing  ^2  clotlis,  and 
the  set  of  12  cost,  I  undei'staiuh'G'^'.    J  (ransmit  a  sartmle  lenntU^  of 
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the  German  rikoi  material,  and  also  samples  of  the  cheaper  and  of 
the  more  expensive  vikoi  made  in  Muscat.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
loin  cloths  made  in  close  imitation  of  the  Mnscat  tikoi,  if  they 
could  bo  put  on  the  market  at  a  retail  price  of,  say,  1^.  4rf.  each, 
would  meet  with  a  ready  sale  here.  In  this  connection  I  may 
state  that  the  taste  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  these  paiiis  is  very 
conservative  in  the  matter  of  articles  of  wearing  apparel ;  and  it 
is  only  ])y  adhering  scrupulously  to  the  details  of  existing  models 
that  njanufacturers  of  imitation  articles  can  hope  to  secure  favour 
for  their  goods. 
Soap.  In  the  matter  of  soap,   Germany  may  be  said  to  have  the 

Pemba  market  entirely  to  herself.  The  German  manufactured 
soaps  sold  here  are  of  two  kinds,  namely,  a  mottled  (blue  and 
l)rown)  variety  and  a  plain  brown  soap.  The  mottled  soap  is  put 
on  the  market  in  boxes  containing  six  bars  of  3  lbs.  weight  each, 
at  08.  4d,  per  box  ;  the  brown  soap  is  put  up  in  boxes  containing 
12  bars,  the  net  weight  of  box  ancl  contents  teing  10  lbs.,  which 
are  sold  at  2$,  4rf.  the  box.  The  Indian  traders  retail  those  soaps 
to  the  natives  in  quantities  costing  from  \d.  upwards.  The  brown 
soap  sells  best  at  present.  I  transmit  samples*  of  those  Grerman- 
made  soaps. 
Washing  There  is  a  large  demand  in  Pemba  for  washing-blue,  of  which 

^^"®'  the  German-manufactured  article  is  the  only  kind  sold  locally. 

It  is  put  up  in  packets  containing  1-lb.  weight  each :  the  wholesale 
price  is  3^rf.  per  packet.  Washing-lilue,  as  in  the  case  of  soap, 
is  retailed  locuUy  in  small  quantities  costing  from  ^rf.  upwards. 
The  Gennan-made  blue  in  question  is  a  very  inferior  article,  as 
even  the  natives  perceive ;  it  imparts  an  unpleasant  smell  to  the 
clothes  with  which  it  is  used,  and  it  has  a  tendency  to  turn  of  a 
blackish  tint  after  the  clothes  have  been  dried.  If  British  manu- 
facturers could  put  a  superior  blue  on  the  market  here  at  as  low  a 
price  as  is  charged  for  the  German  blue  the  British  article  would 
undou))tedly  oust  the  inferior  blue  at  present  sold  here.  Even  if  it 
l>e  not  practicable  for  British  firms  to  manufacture  a  better  blue 
at  as  low  a  price  as  is  charged  by  the  German  makers  of  the  article 
in  question,  I  believe  that  the  natives  here  would  nevertheless  be 
willing  to  i)ay  a  somewhat  higher  price  for  a  superior  article.  I 
transmit  a  sample  packet*  of  the  German-manufactured  blue  sold 
here. 
Agricultural  Yet  another  local  field  to  which  it  would  be  worth  the  while  of 

implements.  British  manufacturers  to  devote  their  attention,  is  that  of  the 
agricultural  implements  universally  employeil  throughout  East 
Africa ;  they  are  three  in  number,  namely,  the  jembe,  or  hoe, 
the  m*du,  or  knife,  used  for  clearing  away  grass  and  undergrowth 
preparatorj'  to  the  breakiug  up  of  the  soil  by  the  hoe,  and  the  axe. 
At  present  all  of  these  implements  as  used  in  Pemba  are  made 
in  the  island  out  of  soft  iron,  which  obviously  is  a  very  unsuit- 
able material  for  the  purposes  to  whicli  the  implements  in  question 
are  respectively  put  I  am  convinced  that  if  British  manufac- 
turers would  turn  out  these  hoes,  knives  and  axes  in  properly 
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tempered  metal  ami  at  a  cheap  price  they  could  rely  upon  effectiug 
large  sales. 

The  average  price  liere  of  a  jembe  is  6rf.  for  the  metal  head 
and  Irf.  for  the  handle,  including  fitting ;  the  m*dn.  costs  about 
Is,  complete  and  the  axe-head  about  lOrf.,  the  handle  costing,  as 
in  the  case  of  i\iQJemhe,  Irf.  extra. 

I  transmit  samples*  of  each  of  the  three  implements  in 
question. 

As  reganls  the  native  hoe  it  has  only  one  good  point  to  The  hoe, 
recommend  it,  and  that  is  its  general  shape,  which  answers  well 
all  the  requirements  of  local  cultivation.  But  it  is  obviously  all 
wrong  in  the  details  of  its  construction.  It  will  be  observed, 
from  the  sample  sent  herewith,  that  the  metal  head  terminates  in 
a  fine  neck,  set  at  an  obtuse  angle,  which  is  inserted  into  a 
hole  in  the  wooden  handle.  When  in  use  the  neck  is  constantly 
breaking  ofiT  or  slipping  out  of  the  handle,  and  the  handle  itself 
is  constantly  splitting  from  the  strain.  In  fact  the  average  life  of 
a  jcmhc  when  in  daily  use  is  not  more  than  about  two  months. 
T  would  suggest  to  the  manufacturers,  if  any  should  see  their 
way  to  take  this  matter  up,  that  the  hoe  be  made  to  ter- 
minate in  a  slightly  trumpet-shaped  metal  collar,  through 
which  the  handle  would  pass.  I  append  to  this  report  a  rough 
sketch  explanatory  of  that  suggestion,  also  a  sketch  of  an 
alternative  model  for  a  somewhat  differently  shaped  digging  hoe, 
which  1  believe  would  find  favour  with  tlie  natives  for  use  upon 
the  heavier  kinds  of  soil. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  sample  m'du  which  I  transmit  that  The  knife, 
the  collar  round  the  top  of  the  handle  where  the  shank  of  the 
blade  is  inserted  is  made  of  wood  and  not  of  iron  as  it  should  be. 
The  skill  of  the  local  blacksmiths  is  not  equal  to  making  such 
collars  out  of  iron,  and  so  they  are  invariably  fashioned  out  of 
the  hard,  dense  seed-pod  of  a  tree  locally  known  as  vi'koDW, 
which  is  a  species  of  palm,  the  leaves  of  which  are  used  for 
making  mats. 

Handles  could  be  so  cheaply  fitted  locally  to  the  hoes,  that  it 
would  only  be  necessary  for  a  manufacturer  to  supply  the  heads, 
but  the  knives  should,  of  course,  be  supplied  complete. 

Manufacturers  should  follow  the  patterns  of  the  sample  hoe  The  axe. 
and  knife  as  regaixis  shape  and  size.  In  the  matter  of  the  axe, 
however,  manufacturers  would  be  well  advised  to  use  their  judg- 
ment in  providing  a  better  pattern.  The  width  of  the  blade  of 
the  native  axe  as  at  present  made  is  limited  by  that  of  the  iron 
bars  from  which  the  axe  heads  are  forged ;  those  bars  are  not 
imported  of  a  width  exceeding  1^  inches. 

There  are  many  openings  in  Peraba  for  the  profitable  invest-  Openinge  fcf 
ment  of  capital.  ^Pjjjl  ^ 

It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  no  one  hitherto  has  thought  ciove-oil 
fit    to    establish    a    properly-equii»ped    factory    for    clove    oil  fuctory* 
in   this   island,   since   there   arc    undoubtedly   many   important 
advantages  to  be  secured  thereby.     In  the  first  place  there  would 
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be  the  saving  of  freight — wliieh  is  extravagantly  high  frou; 
Zanidbar  to  the  home  ports — upon  the  dried  cloves,  which  con- 
stitute such  a  bulky  and  incompressible  cargo.  Then,  again,  the 
cloves  aud  clove  stems  being  obtainable  in  the  fresh  state  would 
be  in  tlie  best  possible  condition  for  yielding  their  oil.  besides 
which  there  would  be  available  an  unlimited  supply  of  the  fresh 
leaves,  from  which  also  oil  can  be  extracted.  Moreover,  the  cloves 
ccMild  be  purchased  direct  from  the  growers,  with  a  saving  of  all 
the  added  charges  of  the  middlemen.  'The  requisite  timber  for 
i'uel  is  abundant  throughout  the  island,  and  could  readily  be  con- 
veyed by  sea  to  the  refinery,  which  should  he  situated  preferably 
near  the  shore.  The  established  bi-monthly  service  of  steamers 
between  the  two  islands  would  afford  ample  facility  for  sending 
the  oil  to  Zanzilmr  for  transhipment  to  Europe.  His  Highnesses 
(government  would,  no  doubt,  weie  such  a  refinery  established 
here,  protect  its  revenue  by  imposing  an  export  duty  on  the  oil 
equivalent  to  that  which  it  now  levies  upon  the  cloves. 

The  manufacture  of  cocoanut  oil  should  prove  a  remunerative 
undertaking,  as  is  the  case  in  Seychelles.  Abundance  of  nuts  can 
lje  had  in  this  island  at  a  price  varying  from  22;?.  to  2os.  per  1,000, 
and  there  exists  plenty  of  suitable  timber  here  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  tlie  necessary  barrels. 

A  coir  factory  would  also,  I  believe,  prove  remunerative.  At 
the  present  time  the  cocoanut  husks  are  thrown  aside  here  as 
waste  material,  and  could  be  had  for  the  asking.  The  ph}  sical 
configuration  of  Pemba  offers  peculiarly  good  facilities  for  the 
collecting  of  produce  all  along  the  western  coast — the  most 
fertile  part  of  the  island — which  is  indented  by  numerous  deep 
arms  of  the  sea. 

The  establishment  in  Pemba  of  a  brick  and  tile  factory,  for 
the  making  of  which  aiticles  there  exists  here  abundance  of  most 
suitable  clay — that,  namely,  which  the  native  women  employ  for 
fashioning  their  water  pitchers  and  cooking  pots— would  require 
but  little  capital,  and  would,  I  believe,  prove  to  be  a  very  paying 
undertaking.  The  man  who  will  introduce  tiles  into  East  Africa 
at  a  price  to  compete  favourably  with  corrugated  iron — that 
universal  but  most  unsuitable  of  roofings  for  the  tropics,  save  in 
that  one  respect  that  it  does  keep  out  rain,  aud  the  appearance  of 
which  outrages  one's  aesthetic  sense — will  make  his  fortune,  and 
will  earn  in  addition  the  gi-atiLude  of  all  those  whom  he  will 
have  spared  the  sweltering  discomforts  entailed  by  living  under  an 
iron  roof. 

Well-made  bricks  would  also  find  a  ready  sale  out  here  as  an 
alternative  to  the  coral  rag  which  at  present  constitutes  the 
only  available  and  in  many  respects  unsatisfactory  building 
material. 

I  believe  that  it  would  pay  also  to  start  properly-constructed 
lime  kilns  in  Pemba,  where  there  exists  abimdance  of  fuel  particu- 
larly well  suited  for  use  in  a  kiln,  in  the  shape  of  mangrove  wood, 
which  bunis  slowly  and  with  a  very  fierce  heat.  At  the  present 
time  the  only  methoil  of  lime  burninj;  practised  in  Eiist  Africa  is  the 
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l»nuutive  auyl  very  wasteful  one,  so  fai'  as  fuel  is  couceniod,  of 
piliug  the  stoues  upon  stacks  of  woo^,  which  are  fired  m  the  open. 
tlihi  system,  moreover,  is  practicalile  only  witli  a  special  .kind  of 
.light  coral,  locally  known  as  matumbaici,  wliiqh  is  found  on  the 
boaeh  below  high-water  level,  and  which  can  only  be  dug  out 
.  during  the  ebb  period  of  spring  tides.  With  properly-construcLeil 
kilns  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  producing  lime  from  the 
urdiqary  coral  rag  which  exists  on  f\ll  sides  here. 

Yet  another  undertaking  which  would,  I  believe,  prove  to  be  ivuit  irkU-. 
remunerative  would  be  the  systematic  collection  and  export  to 
Zanzibar  of  fruit — mangoes,  bananas,  limes,  and  pineapples,  which 
grow  in  abundance  throughout  this  island,  and  the  availabl<> 
.  ([uautity  of  which  could  easily  be  increased  by  cultivation.  JChe 
coast  towns  also,  in  whicli  fruit  is  very  scarce,  would  constitute  a 
profitable  market  for  any  surplus  of  that  article  which  Zanzibar 
might  not  want. 

I  notice  that  a  German  firm  in  Zanzibar  has  lately  commenced  Suw-iailis. 
importing  from  the  German  coast  beams  of  various  kinds  of  man- 
grove wood,  siiuared  by  machine-driven  saws.  These  lieains  are 
sold  at  aboi^t  2|'<?.  per  square  .foot,  and  they  find  a  ready  sale  l*or 
building  purposes,  for  which  they  are  well  adapted,  since  they  i-e- 
sist  for  a  long  time  the  attacks  of  white  ants,  owing  to  the  dense 
hard  nature  of  the  wood.  JSnormous  quantities  of  mangrove  trees 
exist  throughout  the  creeks  of  this  island,  of  exceptional  length 
and  straightness  of  trunk,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  why 
some  enterprising  British  firm'  should  not  profitably  follow  t;he 
.  example  of  our  German  neighbours  on  the  coast,  and  establish  here 
saw-mills  for  the  dressing  of  those  mangrove  trunks  to  sizes  suit- 
.  able  for  bjLiilding  requirements.  Beams  30  feet  long  and^  upwards, 
by  6  inches,  wide  by  6  inches  deep,  could  be  obtained  here  in 
very  large  numbers.  Moreover,  there  abound  in  this  islaud  several 
varieties  of  trees  which  yield  excellent  timber,  notably  the  zam- 
harao  the  jaqk-fruit  tree,  and  the  sycamore ;  these  trees  woi^ld 
furnish  ample  material  for  keeping  saw-mills  busy,  and  the  output 
woidd  find  a  ready  stile  in  Zanzibar  and  on  the  mainland. 

Tlie  sea  round  Peii^ba  could  also,  I  believe,  be  made  to  yield  FUherieH. 
profitable  results  for  capital  expended.     The  waters  lit<n;ally  teem 
with  fish,  including  the  shark,  so  beloved  of  the  native  palate. 
The  diet  of  the  Pemba  blacks  consists  hugely  of  fii^h,  eaten  fresh 
for  choice,  but  consumed  iii  a  drv  and  usuallv  vurv  inalodorous 
state  when  sufficient  of  the  fresh  article  is  not  procurable.     That  . 
the  loc4il  supply  of  fish  is  inadequate  to  the  demand  is  shown  by  . 
the  fact  that  dried  shark  to  the  value  of  2,000/..  was  imported 
during  the  past  year.    I  may  remark,  incidentally,  that  unt4i  one 
has  happened  to  find  opeself  close  to  leeward  of  a  dhow;  laden  with 
dried  shark  one  has  yet  to  learn  the  fall  significance  olf  ^h'e  word 
"  stencji,"  and  the  fact  that  men  survive  a  voyage  from  the  ,J*ersian 
Gulf  to  these  latitudes  in  a  dhow  laden  with  that  inexpi-essiljly 
f<otid  commodity  ccaistitutes  an  impressive  object  lesson  as  to  the 
limits  of  enduwmce  latent  in  the  human  org,iuiism. 

Most  of  the  fish  is  caught  here  in  comparatively  deep  water, 
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and  at  a  considerable  dibtunce  from  land,  where  the  sea  is  often 
rougL  The  fishermen  are  very  unskilful  in  tlieir*art,  and  know  but 
little  of  the  principles  of  baiting,  trapping,  or  netting.  They  are 
sadly  handicapped,  moi'oover,  by  the  iinseaworthy  nature  of  their 
only  craft — the  crazy  dug-out  canoe,  l  believe  that  a  fleet  of  sea- 
worthy boats,  properly  equipped  with  suitable  appliances,  and 
managed  by  men  skilled  in  their  business  of  fishermen,  would 
make  handsome  profits  in  these  waters.  Any  surplus  catch,  over 
and  above  what  would  be  required  iu  the  island  itself,  could  be 
cured  and  sold  in  Zanzibar  or  along  the  coast.  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  in  connection  with  this  question  of  fishery,  that  in  the  case 
of  sharks  caught  in  Pemba  waters,  the  sale,  which  is  always  by 
auction,  is  conditional  upon  the  non-finding  of  human  remains  in 
the  creatures'  maw.  Directly  the  price  has  l)een  finally  decided, 
the  shark  is  cut  open  publicly;  if  any  human  remains  are  discovered 
inside  it,  and  in  only  too  many  instances,  unfortunately,  such  is 
the  case — indeed,  on  one  occasion  I  happened  to  be  present  when 
a  portion  of  the  leg  of  a  white  person  was  thus  revealed — the  deal 
is  declared  off,  as  the  flesh,  under  such  circumstances,  is  condemned 
by  concensus  of  public  opinion  as  luiravi  and  unfit  for  human 
food. 

Turtles  and  tortoises,  the  latter  of  the  true  tortoise-shell 
species,  frequent  Pemba  waters,  and  a  few  are  caught  from  time 
to  time.  Tortoise-shell  constitutes  one  of  the  smaller  items  of 
export  from  this  island ;  but  no  intelligent  or  systematic  attempts 
are  made  by  the  native  fishermen  to  capture  either  the  tortoise 
or  the  turtle.  The  establishment  of  breeding  ponds,  for  the 
construction  of  which  the  configuration  of  Pemba  offers  ideal 
conditions,  ought  to  pay,  as  the  necessary  supply  of  fish  for  the 
imprisoned  turtles  and  tortoises  could  be  easUy  and  cheaply 
procured. 

It  may  be  objected,  with  reference  to  the  for^;oing  schemes,  that 
labour  is  too  scarce  in  Pemba.  Slave  labour  certainly  is  scarce, 
but,  as  I  have  pointed  out  in  the  course  of  this  report,  there  ai-e 
plenty  of  free  blacks  in  the  island,  and  from  amongst  them  all 
necessary  labour  could  be  obtained  for  carrying  out  the  various 
projects  to  which  I  luive  referred.  As  to  wages,  I  should  say 
that  the  workmen  would  be  content  with  about  10«.  per  month. 
Pearling  and  A  concession  for  pearling  and  for  bSche  de  mer  fishing  in 
^^^3?J°^  this  island  has  recently  been  granted  to  a  British  firm.  Captain 
Oldfield,  the  firm's  representc^tive  out  here,  has  just  had  a  schooner 
built  in  Zanzibar,  and  has  purchased  a  couple  of  dhows,  all  of 
which  will  be  employed  in  connection  with  the  working  of  the 
concession.  He  informs  me  that  he  has  engaged  some  expert 
Malay  divers,  and  he  hopes  to  commence  operations,  with  diving 
suits,  within  the  next  few  weeks. 

As  r^ards  the  possibilities  of  pearlmg  iu  these  waters,  but 
littU  is  known,  as  hitherto  no  diving  with  dresses  has  been 
essayed.  Even  if  the  find  of  pearls  should  prove  to  be  dis- 
appointing there  is  i-eason  to  believe  that  mother-of-pearl  shell 
will  Ije  obtiiined  in  paying  quantity. 
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The  prospects  of  biche  de  mer  flshing  iii  these  waters  are  very 
encouraging.  I  know  from  personal  observation  that  several 
species  of  sea  slug,  including,  I  believe,  some  of  the  most  valuable 
kinds,  exist  in  great  uumbei*s  upon  all  parts  of  the  extensive  shore- 
line of  this  island,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  concessionaires 
will  reap  a  handsome  profit  from  that  department  of  their  venture, 


Table  A.— Impobts  into  Pemba  from  Zanzil>ar  during  the  Year 

1900. 


AiiielM. 


•  • 


•  •  I 


•  • 


•  • 


•  •  I 


Total 


•• 


)) 

ft 

If 


Bice Ftck»gcs 

Olher  grain      •  • 
Grocery..         •• 
Ground  nuts     •  • 
Ghee      •• 
MolawoB  •  • 

Animals !  Number 

Coinji     •  •         . .         . .         •  • '  Packages 
Cotton,  raw      . .         .  • 
Coir  and  thread 

Cement  • 

Crockery  and  glasswaro 
Dried  fish  and  shark  fins 

Bates 

Smpty  sacks     . .        .  • 

Floor 

Furniture         . .         •  • 
Hardware 
Earthenware  pots 
Petroleum        ••         ... 
Mineral  waters  •  • 

Tallow 

Miscellaneous  ••         •• 
i^BiDtf  oU  and  turpentine 
Perfumery        .  • 
Koee  water       ••         •• 

8oap       ..         

Sim-sim  oil       • i 

Baw  sugar        

Sugar     ••         ••         •• 

Salt       

Yegstables        j 

Manufactured  woodwork        •  • : 

Timber ! 

Piece-goods j 

Lime •        •  •  ' 

MftU ; 

Tobacco ; 

Corrugiated  iron 
Maobineiy        •  • 
Sulphuric  acid  .  • 
Bice  in  husks   •• 


n 
ft 
)> 
tt 
a 
>» 
>» 
>i 
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»» 
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>» 
tt 
.»» 
}> 
ti 
»» 

ft 
f> 
tt 

tt 


tt 
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a  • 

•  • 

.  « 

•  • 
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•  ■  ' 

•  •  i' 
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•  •  I 

•  • 

I 

-I 

••I 
••  . 

••1 

■  a  , 

•  • 

•  • 

•  . 
a  * 

•  •  I 

•  • 


Quantity. 


35AS1 

5.S89 

10,635 

286 

003 

2,408 

209 

49* 

3,417 

75 

2,365 

12,038 

1,017 

5,460 

1,076 

4{)1 

1,491 

397 

6,393 

383 

19 

657 

96 

14 

256 

2,744 

2,026 

796 

4,931 

7,798 

1,221 

28 

1,460 

3,068 

899 

828 

566 

165 

6 

20 

85 


Value. 


£ 

22,135 

3,156 

6,791 

118 

1,719 

450 

662 

12,405 

25 

394 

20 

1,051 

1,867 

261 

778 

760 

240 

798 

11 

1,993 

53 

11 

487 

67 

31 

13i 

646 

1,148 

98 

6,698 

465 

249 

15 

498 

8,466 


168 
46 
30 

188 
20 
39 


76,123 


Non. — ^The  yalues  of  all  items  of  import  and  of  export  are  calculate  at 
Pemba  market  rates. 
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Table  C. — Expobts  from  Pemba  to  Zanzibar  during  the 

Year  1900. 


Artiolee. 


Oloree    . . 
Olore-etemi 
Oopm    • . 
CoocanuU         .  • 
Ooizu     .  •         .  • 
Bioe  (in  husk)  •• 
Betel-nuts         •  • 
Timber  .. 
Firewood  .. 

SQdes  •  •  •  • 
Gkwtskins  •• 
Wax 

Tortoise-shell    •  • 
liotlier-of-pearl  shell 
Cowries  and  other  shells 
Lime      •• 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


•  • 


Total  Talue    .  • 


libs*  •  • 
M       •  • 

•  • 
Packages 
Lbs.  •• 
Bags  .. 
Pieces 


Lbs.  .. 
Number 
Lbs*  •• 


>i 


Bags 


Quantity. 


8,176,385 

1,547,660 

2,726,520 

160,804 

869 

11,738 

70 

7,900 

149,340 

7.278 

179 

1,746 

71 

23,885 

262,829 

919 


Value. 


70,068 

2,948 

7,787 

216 

3,716 

26 

28 

106 

1,494 

76 

12 

11 

14 

198 

62 

46 


86,799 


Table  D. — ^Exports  from  Pemba  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the 

Year  1900. 


• 

Number.  • 
Packages 
Number.  • 

•  • 
Bags 

•  • 
Packages 

To- 

Articles. 

British  East 
Africa. 

German  East 
Africa. 

Total. 

Qusntitj. 

Value. 

1 
Quantity.!   Value. 

Donkejs • • 
Mohogo  (manioc) 
Gocoenuts          •• 
Fruits     • . 
Betel-nuts 
Timber    •  • 
Dried  ftsh 

•  • 

47 
6,780 

a  • 

60 

•  • 
4 

10 

27 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

87 

870 

10,850 

• . 

66 

a  • 

60 

£ 

470 

42 

12 

11 

9 

8 

2 

470 
46 
22 
38 
16 
8 
2 

Total       . . 

•  • 

47 

. . 

549 

696 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Comrnierce  of  Koeario  and  District  f&r  the 

Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  Hugh  M.  Mallet. 

(Reoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  Maj  6, 1901.) 

Notwithstanding  an  exceptionally  good  harvest  and  the  f6U2t  BeTiew  «f 
that  the  gram  shipments  have  been  the  largest  on  record,  the  *'^*- 
trade  of  the  port  of  Rosario  in  particular  and  of  the  district  of 
this    Consulate    can  hardly  be   said   at  the  close    of   the   year 
1900  to  have  been  satisfactory. 

The  cause  is  attributed  to  the  low  prices  of  produce,  more 
especially  of  wool  (one  of  the  principal  products  of  this  country), 
to  the  stoppage  of  the  export  of  cattle  and  sheep,  owing  to  the 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease,  and  to  the  interruption  of  the 
trade  relations  with  Brazil,  due  to  quarantine. 

The  outbreak  of  bubonic  plague  (fortunately  in  a  very  mild 
form)  in  the  month  of  February  was  also  the  cause  of  some  inter- 
ruption to  trade  generally  for  a  short  time. 

The  too  rapid  valuation  of  the  paper  currency  (unaccompanied, 
as  it  has  been,  by  a  corresponding  faU  in  the  current  prices  of  the 
necessaries  of  life),  the  high  taxes  imposed,  and  the  concentration 
in  the  more  important  towns  of  large  and  increasing  unproductive 
populations,  have  contributed  to  increase  the  cost  of  living  and  to 
prolong  the  crisis  which  this  country  for  some  years  past  has  been 
slowly  recovering  from. 

Consequently  there  have  been  some  failures  and  confidence  has 
been  shaken,  causing  credit  to  be  restricted,  so  that  the  position  at 
the  present  time  may  be  described  as  unfortunate. 

The  farmers  in  some  districts  are  still  financially  embarrassed 
by  debts  incurred  in  previous  years,  due  to  the  failure  of  the  crops, 
and  merchants  are  still  imable  to  collect  for  credit  given  to  these 
farmers. 

The  experience  gained  by  the  disastrous  results  of  speculations 
in  grain  and  charters,  has  caused  business  to  be  transacted  on 
sounder  and  safer  lines,  and  the  results  have  been  more  satis- 
factory. 

Work  for  the  labouring  classes  has  been  plentiful  throughout 
the  past  year,  but  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  good  wages  were 
paid  there  is  much  poverty,  due  to  the  high  cost  of  living. 
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This  vast  country,  so  rich  in  fertile  land  but  so  poorly  popu- 
lated, needs  some  good  scheme  for  promoting  immigration  of  a 
people  of  the  Italian  class,  who  can  make  a  profitable  living  by 
tilliDg  the  soil,  but  I  fear  no  such  scheme  can  be  successful  unless 
the  Government  and  people  take  some  steps  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
living  by  the  reduction  of  taxation. 

During  recent  years  the  various  railway  companies  representing 
British  capital  have,  by  the  extension  of  their  lines,  opened  up 
large  tracts  of  virgin  and  fertile  land,  suitable  for  agriculture  and 
grazing  purposes,  but  emigrants  of  a  good  class  are  now  needed  to 
farm  and  make  these  lands  productive. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  if  a  good  immigration  law  (based  on 
the  North  American  system)  were  promulgated,  this  country,  with 
the  influx  of  a  new  population,  would  very  soon  return  to  an  era  of 
prosperity. 


Imports. 


Table  showing  Official  Value  of  Imports  during  the  Years 

1899-1900. 


Articles. 


ProTisiont  •  •         .  •         .  •  •  • 

Wines  and  spirits  .  • 

Tobacco 

Span  and  woren  goods 

Bcadj'nmde  clothing 

Drugs,  &o 

Lumber,  ftc.  •  • 

Ststionerj,  Ac.      . .         . .         . .         • . 

Tanned  leather 

Hardware,  agricultural  implements,  &c. 

Building  materials,  paints,  oils,  &c.       •• 

Metal  wares,  &o 

GIa»8  and  crockery  ware,  Ac.      •  • 

Combustibles,  lamp  oil,  &c. 

Sundries     . .         . .         . .         . .         • . 

Lire^tock  ••         ••         ..         ••         •• 

Total 


Eqnir.  in  sterling 


Value. 


1S9S. 

1900. 

DoL  gold. 

Dol.  gold. 

1,609,4S0 

1,617,246 

306,914 

435,981 

124,667 

128,941 

1,653,566 

1,839,863 

126,779 

225,969 

407.718 

392,829 

831,867 

942,229 

123,761 

144,042 

•  • 

16,645 

1,951,960 

1.677,176 

1,666,389 

1,492,125 

99.889 

102,534 

197,284 

202,462 

588,032 

583,880 

358,567 

267,093 

900 

•  • 

10,137,213 

9,569,016 

£    «. 

£ 

2,027,442  12 

1,918,803 

NoTS. — At  the  eicliange  of  6  dol.  gold  to  the  1/.  sterling. 


ROSARIO. 


The  following  figures  show  the  quantity  of  merchandise  im- Trade  of 
ported  during  the  years  specified : —  BoMrio  port 


Quantitj. 

Year. 

Exterior              Coantine                rr  »  i 

Trade.        1         Tiade.                 ^^^^ 

1 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900* 

1 
Tons.          1          Tons                    Tons. 

209,802                  17,069                226,871 

246,259        1         34,072                280,381 

332,124                  40,206                372,330 

» •                          •  •                          •  • 

*  Not  jet  obtainable. 

The    discharge    of    the    foregoing    imports   was    effected    as 
follows : — 


Quantitj. 


Year. 


At  Fiscal 
Whanres. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


Tons. 
103,966 
114,841 
107,726 


At  Private 
Wharres. 

Tons. 
102,90r» 
135,990 
264,60  i 


ToUl. 


Tons. 
206,871 
250,331 
372,S30 


The  difiTerence  noticeable  between  the  quantities  of  merchandise 
discharged  at  the  fiscal  and  private  wharves  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
timber  and  coal  (two  important  items  of  import)  are  almost  entirely 
discharged  at  private  wfiarves. 

In  the  forgoing  figures  is  not  included  merchandise  brought 
to  this  port  by  rail  from  Buenos  Ayres,  which  trade,  as  shown  in  a 
previous  report,  is  important. 

The  following  articles  of  merchandise  find  a  good  market  Merohandiae 
here : — Hardware,  agricultural  machinery  and   implements,  gal-  imported  and 
vanised-iron    for    roofing,    wire    for    fencing    purposes,   lumber,  "^  ^•°""^- 
sanitary  materials,  drugs,  whisky,  oils  and  paints,  perfumery,  coal, 
bicycles,  carpets,  stationery,  hessiau  cloth  for  bags,  rope,  twine, 
tar,  cement,  textiles,  sewing  machines,  hats,  canvas,  typewriters, 
sheep-dip,  &c. 

Price  lists  should  be  in  the  Spanish  language,  quoting  prices  Adyice  to 
and  measurements,  using  the  decimal  system  and  measures  of  the  merel^nu. 
country,  so  as  to  be  understood  by  the  merchants  here. 

I  may  suggest  that  the  most  likely  means  of  promoting  trade 
in  this  Consular  district  would  be  the  appointment  by  our 
merchants  pt  carefully  selected  agents  (reliable  brokers,  for 
instance),  who,  possessing  a  good  knowledge  of  the  market,  could 
effect  sales  with  the  best  firms. 
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BOSAIIIO. 


ExporU. 


Table  showing  Principal  Exports  from  Bosario  Port  during  the 

Years  1899-1900. 


•                                                   1 

Quantity. 

Aiiidat. 

Tons  .. 

1899. 

1900. 

Wheat 

888,688 

809,000 

Linseed 

»»    •  •         •  • 

97,781 

64,000 

Maize . . 

>i    •  •         •  • 

282,807 

202,000 

Flour . . 

»               M        •  •                  •  • 

7,266 

5,462 

Hren  . .         •  • 

f  1         •  •                  •  • 

26,489 

26,020 

Sugar . . 

.   1            „        •  . 

21,457 

16,084 

Quebracho  wood 

»»        •  •                  •  • 

11,866 

22,129 

Hay 

Bales.. 

700,621 

971,478 

Wool 

M        •  •                  •  • 

12,602 

12,800 

Dry  hides 

.  1  Number 

650,768 

619,840 

Salted  hides  . . 

fi 

120,461 

127,167 

Talue  of  I  am  indebted  to  the  Administrator  of  the  Bosario  custom- 

eiportt.  house  for  the  following  figures,  showing  the  official  value  of  exports 

from  Kosario  port  only  during  the  year  1900 : — 


KOSARIO. 


Aitidat. 


Anicmltural  producto— 

Sird-ioed 

Bkrlej 

Iinafl«d    '     ..  • 

Maize.,         

Potatoes 

Luoeme  (ba  j) 

Beans.; 

Turnip  seeds. . 

WHeav 
Induttrial  products — 

Unrefined  sugar 

Gljoerine 

Flour 

Bran 

Argentine  wine        • . 
Forest  products — 

Quebracho  sleepers .  • 

Sundry  woods  . .         • 

Quebracho  wood      .  •         • 
Mineral  products-^ 

Transit  trade 

AnJTnal  products — 

H<»iis  and  hair        •• 

Hides  (dried  and  salted) 

TV  OOl  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Bones,  bone-ash,  cLaws,  &c.. 
Sundries 


Total,  1900 


Equivalent  in  sterling .  • 


Total,  1899 


Equivalent  in  sterling . 


Tons 

It 


»» 

M 
H 
»l 

>l 
ft 

Tons 
»$ 


Litres 

Number 
Tons  .. 

ft  •  • 
»  •  • 
•»     •  • 

•  ■ 


Quantity. 


83 

2,141 

64,128 

202,192 

469 

45,143 

248 

867 

809,090 

14,372 
82 

8,691 
26,698 

1,200 

189,760 

1,862 

16,680 

1,078 


8,648 
4,664 
8,147 


Value. 


DoL  gold. 

3,306 

86,266 

2,766,021 

2,890,294 

9,398 

619,147 

9,988 

10,729 

17,756,438 

862,310 

8,087 

802,870 

440,072 

120 

110,081 

9,511 

166,806 

108,749 

136,000 
2,279,996 
1,178,942 

180,076 
65,141 


29,266,194 

£         «. 
6,861,288  16 

Dol.  gold. 
86,760,606 

£  «. 

7,850,121    4 


TSoTM, — At  the  exchange  of  6  dol.  gold  to  the  1/.  sterling. 


The  following  figures  show  the  importance  of  the  grain  export  B«inarkson 
from  Eosario  port  only  during  the  year  1900  • —  export*. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Wheat         

Maize           . .         . .         •  • 

Linseed       .  •         . .                    •  •         .  • 

Tons. 
809,000 
202,000 

64,000 

t*. 


which,  at  the  price  of  60  doL  per  ton  for  wheat  (in  waggon)  at 
Bosario,  30  doL  for  maize  and  100  doL  for  linseed,  represents  the 
sum  of  52,910,000  dol.  paper  currency,  equal  to  4,600,869^  lis.  4d 
sterling  at  the  exchange  of  11  doL  50  c  per  1/. 
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To  this  has  to  be  added  the  value  of  other  products  exported 
and  representiug  a  further  sum  of  over  1,000,0002.,  making  the 
total  value  of  the  exports  for  the  year  (from  the  Rosario  port  only  > 
nearly  6,000,000/. 

As  compared  with  the  year  1899,  the  quantity  of  wheat,  linseed 
and  maize  exported  during  the  year  1900  from  the  port  of  Rosario 
shows  a  falling-ofT,  but  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  large 
quantities  of  fhe  products  named  were  shipped  from  adjacent  river 
ports. 

The  quantity  of  quebmcho  wood  exported  shows  a  marked 
increase  as  compared  with  1899,  as  also  hay,  principally  for  South 
Africa. 

The  exports  from  this  port  are  shipped  almost  entirely  from 
non-fiscal  wharves. 

The  following  official  figures  will  show  the  distribution  of  the 
foreign  commerce  of  this  port : — 


i 

1899. 

1 

1900. 

Country. 



1 

— 



Imports. 

£z|x>rt8. 

Importi. 

Kxport». 

• 

Dol.  gold. 

Dol.  gold. 

Dul.  gold. 

DoLgold. 

Africa    .  •         « • 

•  •  • 

•  * 

267,367 

200 

428,465 

Q-ermaoy 

1/160,194 

3,144.888 

1,106,187 

3,321,482 

Belgium 

655,469 

3,658,012     . 

297.866 

799,289 

Sruzil    .  •          • . 

60,850 

2,095,481 

304,082 

1,680,512 

Canada  • . 

91,699 

•  •            ' 

18,612 

•  * 

Unitod  Kingdom 

2,252,778 

7,620,684    , 

3,091,642 

6,729,133 

Spain     . . 
United  States  . . 

43,312 

327,306 

141,284 

408,684 

1,339,388 

3,294,764 

2,194,843 

3,298,202 

France  *  •         •  • 

66,857 

178,301 

889,458 

102,013 

Holland., 

•  • 

••           1 

31,869 

•  • 

India     . . 

. . 

1 
•  • 

6,596 

.  • 

Italy 

905,049 

387,660     1 

1,496,626 

1H619 

Norway,  • 

• . 

•  • 

24,082 

•• 

Portugal,  including; 

St.' 

1 

Vincent  for  ordcw 

I  •• 

•  • 

14,446,066 

3,244 

11,631,276 

Sweden  •  •         .  • 

17,680 

•• 

30,771 

•  • 

Switzerland 

■  • 

•  • 

13,683 

•  • 

Uruguay 

263,508 

273,701 

9,888 

160,220 

Paraguay 

291,577 

90,616 

346,926 

76,266 

Other  countrii  8 

1 

•  ■ 
« 

2,709,407 

3,066,320     , 
36,760,606 

73,919 

607,093 

Total 

10,137,213 

9,669,016 

29,266,194 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Equiv.  in  btcrliug 

2,027,442 

7,350,121     1 

1,913,803 

5,851,239 

XoTK. — At  an  exchange  of  5  dol.  to  the  1/. 


Custom-house        The  following  are  the  receipts  of  the  Rosario  Custom-House 
reeeipts.         during  the  years  specified : — 
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ik  mount. 


Year. 


Cuirenry. 


Sterling. 


1899.. 
1000.. 


Dollar*. 
2,870,828 
2,720,698 


574,165 
54M89 


IlKTUEN  of  Shipping  at  the  Tort  of  Eosario  during  the  Year  1900.  Shipping. 

Steam  and  Sailing. 


NationtilitT. 


liritinh    •• 

Oerman  .  • 

Italian 

Spanish  ••         ••         .. 

Norwegian        • .  •  .  • 

Untted  dtate.4,  North  America. . . 
Danish    • .         *  • 
Swedish  .  •         •  •         •  •         • . 

BuMian  ••         ,•         •• 
Argentine  ••         ••         •• 

Dutch      ..  ; 

Austio-Bungarian         •• 
Brazilian.  • 

t- 

Total ' 


Ntimbev  of 
A^ssels. 


Tonnage. 


410 

103 

4i 

20 

44 

2t 

9 

7 

6 

4 

8 

3 

1 


841,444 

193.625 

61,230 

48,856 

.30,151 

15,598 

9,743 

9,052 

7,082 

3,24S 

5.252 

4,876 

1,197 


682 


1,027,353 


The  foregoing  figures  represent  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
ocean-going  vessels  only  entered  at  the  port  of  Eosario  during 
the  year  1900,  and  the  same  number  of  vessels  maybe  said  to  have 
cleared  during  the  same  year. 

Eeliable  statistics  concerning   the   coasting  trade,   whicli   is  Oo^gting 
important,  are  not  obtainable.    This  trade  is  carried  on  by  njouns  *^'*^^- 
of  numerous  vessels  of  light  tonnage. 

Eatbs  of   Freight  during  the  Yeni-s  1899-1900  for  St.  Viiiceiii  Frcightt. 

for  Onlers. 


1899. 


1900. 


Montn. 

Lowest. 

Highest. 
£   ».     d.      i 

Lowest. 

Highest. 

£   *.     d. 

£   #. 

d. 

£   s.    d. 

12    6 

1     4 

0 

1     5 

0 

i     6     0 

Februarj  .. 

.12    6 

1     4 

0 

1     2 

6 

1     ti     0 

March 

.116 

1     2 

6 

1     4 

6 

15     0 

April         ...       . 
3iay 

. .      0  18    0 

1    0 

0 

1     () 

0 

1     5     0 

12    0 

1    2 

0 

1     2 

0 

.14    6 

June 

12    0 

1     2 

0 

1     2 

6 

13     6 

July 

14    0 

1     6 

0 

1     0 

0 

12     0 

AugUAt 

16    0 

1    7 

0 

0  18 

0 

10     0 

Sei^^mber. . 

16    6 

1  12 

0 

1     0 

0 

12     6 

October     . . 

.        1  10    0 

1  11 

6 

1     0 

U 

1     4     0 

NoYember . . 

.        17    0 

1    8 

6 

0  18 

0 

1      1     0 

December . . 

1     5     n 

.    X   e 

0 

0  78 

(» 

1     0     0 

li 
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Pilota|:e. 


Throughout  the  year  1900  freights  eau  be  said  to  have  been 
steady,  the  first  four-and-a-half  months  of  the  year  showing  an 
average  of  about  25^.  The  lowest  rates  were  as  shown  during  the 
months  of  August,  November  and  December. 

Pilotage  is  compulsory.  The  following  is  the  tariff  now  in 
force: — 

l^lLOTACJE. 


From  Point  India  to  Buenoa  Ajres  Roads  or  port,  according*  i 

to  tonnage •         ..I 

From  Buenos  Ayres  Boads  or  port  to  Rosario  or  inter-  , 
mediate  riTer  ports — 

Vessels  of  1,500  tons         

2,000 
8,000 
Sailiog  Tessels,  if  not  towed,  pay  50  per  cent,  according  to 
tonnage  over  above  rates. 


It 


Amount. 


Dol.  gold.* 
35  lo65 


70 


Port  pilotaf.e. 


Port  Pilotage. 


i-S 


Tariff  for  steamships — 
Taking  a  steamer  to  berth  on  atriral  ••         ••         . . 

If  feteuner  exceeds  2;000  tons  the  charge  is  ••         • . 

For  moTing  steamer  from  one  berth  to  another-r- 
Up  to  1,000  toLS  legister      ••         ....         .« 
Orer  1,000  and  up  to  2,000  tons  register  • . 

„    2,000         „        8,000  „  

N    3,000  tons  

A  charge  of  50  per  cent.  OTer  the  abore  tariff  is  mude  for 
moving  within  the  port  steamers  that  fail  to  use  steam  or 
towage. 
Tariff  lor  sailing  vessels — 

Vessels  under  low  pay  the  same  rate  as  steamers.  ■ 
Vessels  not  under  tow  pay — 

Up  to  500  tons 

Over  500  and  up  to  800  tons        

„    800         „        1,300  tons 

For  moving;  a  vessel  outside  the  limits  of  port 

Ships  entering  or  leaving  the  port  bj  the  Espenillo  channel 

P«7       • 


Amount. 


Dol.  gold. 

7  to  10 
12 

5 

6  50 
8 
10 


10 
5 

10 


*  Fxchange  at  5  dol.  »  1/. 


Bosario  port 
cliargefi. 


Port  charges  payable  by  a  steamer  arriving  from  a  foreign 
port  with  cargo  and  sailing  with  cargo  for  a  foreign  p^rt  are  as 
follows : — 


«-• 


• 


•  • 
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RosABio  PoBT  Charges. 


If 


tt 


Pftoket  pmilege  and  ttfUnpa    .  • 

Light  duM,  per  net  regiitered  ton 

Sanitary  d^es 

Anchorage  duet 

Inward  manifest 

Outward     „ 

Ouetom-houie  ttampt  (rariout) 

Crew  list 

Argentine  bill  of  health 


•  • 


Amount 

BoL  gold 

• 

• 

Dol.  paper.f 

•    9 

210 

0  07 

•  • 

0  01 

•  • 

0-01 

108 

26 

10 

2 

6 

For  a  steamer   arriving  from  a  foreign  port  in  ballast  and 
sailing  for  a  home  port  with  cargo : — 


Packet  priTilege  and  ttampe  •  •         •  • 
Light  dues,  per  net  registered  ton 
Sanitary  dues  „  ••         .. 

Anchorage  dues  ,,  •  • 

Liward  manifest 

Outward      „  

Ouatom-house  stamps  (Tarious)         • . 
vrew  iiSv* •         ••         ••        ••        ••        •• 

Argentine  bill  of  health  


Amount. 

Dol.  gold.* 

•  • 

Dol.  paper.f 
210 

0*086 

•  • 

0-005 

•  • 

•  • 

0-01 

•  • 

51 

•  • 

25 

•  • 

S 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

5 

Steamships  load  grain  at  the  rate  of  200  tons  per  day.  It  is 
customary  to  pay  despatch  money  at  the  rate  of  10/.  per  day. 

The  following  are  the  port  charges  for  sailing  vessels  not 
exceeding  499  tons : — 

Entkrikg. 


» 


Light  dues,  per  ton  net  register, 
Snitary  duea 
Anehorage  duet 

Manifest 

Two  copies  of  manifest  •  • 
Stampe,  customs  certificate 
Beomation  of  entrance  • . 


With  Cargo. 


DoLpaper.f 


•  • 


0-01 
20 
2 
5 
1 


DoL  gold.< 
0-07 
0-01 


In  Ballast. 


DoLpaper.f 


•  • 


0-01 
10 

•  • 

5 


DoLgold.^ 
0-085 
0*005 


•  5  doL  -  U 


t  Hi  dol.  -  U. 


Lay  days. 


Bosario  port 
aod  harbour 
works. 


IZ 
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Cleakixg. 

With  Cargo. 

In  Ballast. 

Dol.  paper. 

Dol.  paper. 

Opening  register           •  • 

20 

20 

Closing        ,, 

20 

20 

^1  anifest  of  carpo 

20 

20 

Stamp*  for  bill  of  lading 

1-60 

1-50 

Crew  lifct. . 

2 

•  • 

Argentine  bill  of  health 

6 

•• 

Note — Consulur  fees  for  certiOcates  required  by  the  authorities  7*15  dol. 
gold.  If  ih*i  Tetsel  exceeds  499  tons,  stamps  of  the  value  of  225  dol.  currimcr  are 
required  in  place  vf  those  of  20  dol.  as  above,  for  vessels  with  cargo  or  in  ballast. 
Exchange  :  11  *&0  dol.  currency  to  the  1/.  sterling. 

From  20  to  25  (Sundays  and  holidays  excepted)  is  the  usual 
number  of  lay  days  for  sailing  ships,  and  30  days  for  ships  of  more 
than  1,000  tons  dead-weight  carrying  capacity. 

The  Eiver  Parand,  like  the  Missibsippi  of  North  America,  is  the 
highway  nature  has  provided  for  communication  with  the  vast 
interior,  and  is  navigable  for  vessels  of  light  draught  for  a  distance 
of  over  1,000  miles  above  Eosario. 

The  distance  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Eosario  is  about  240  miles, 
and  from  Rosario  to  Asuncion,  the  capital  of  Paraguay,  the 
distance  is  about  1,000  miles.  Steamboats  of  light  draught,  hot 
exceeding  12  feet,  trade  between  Buenos  Ayres,  Eosario,  and 
Asun9iou. 

The  bar  Oi*  Martin  Garcia,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Eiver 
Parand,  and  the  difficulties  of  navigation  due  to  sand-banks 
make  it  unsafe  for  vessels  trading  to  Eosario  to  load  to  a  draught 
exceeding  18J  feet. 

For  many  years  past  various  attempts  have  from  time  to  time 
been  made  by  tlie  provinces  interested  to  impress  on  the  National 
Government  the  necessity  of  improving  the  port  of  Eosario  by 
keeping  open  the  river  approach  by  dredging,  but  up  to  the  present^ 
time  without  any  practical  result.  (I  have  dealt  with  this  subject 
in  previous  reports.) 

It  would,  however,  appear  that  the  National  Government  has 
at  last  come  to  recognise  the  great  impetus  the  trade  ot  this 
country  would  receive  if  the  river  were  made  accessible  anfi  safe 
to  vessels  of  deep  draft,  as  the  sanction  of  Congress  has  been 
obtained  to  cairy  out  this  work. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  Government  decree 
asking  for  tendeis  for  the  construction  and  working  of  the  Eosario, 
port  works : — 

**  Ministry  of  Public  Works, 

•*  Buenos  Ayres,  September  10,  1900. 
'*  The  Honourable  Congress  having  sanctioned  Law  No.  3885, 
wliich  authorises  the  Executive  to  solicit  public  tenders  for  the 
construction  and  woiking  of  installations  of  the  port  in  the  city 
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of  Rosario  de  Santa  Fe.  Seeing  the  hydrographical,  geological, 
topographical,  and  statistical  studies,  and  the  specifications  and 
forms  complied  by  the  technical  office,  and  considering  the  expe- 
diency of  securing  for  the  candidates  the  greatest  impartiality 
and  justice  in  the  judgment  to  which  their  ofifer  will  be  duly 
submitted. 

"  The  President  of  the  Republic  decrees — 

"  Art.  1.  OfiFers  are  solicited  from  this  date  for  the  construction 
and  working  of  installations  of  the  port  in  the  city  cf  Rosario  de 
Santa  Fe  on  the  basis  of  the  genei*al  plans,  conditions,  and  specifi- 
cations drawn  up  by  the  general  inspection  of  navigation  and 
ports  and  the  consulting  engineer  of  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Works,  which  by  the  present  are  declared  approved. 

"  Art.  2.  The  delivery  of  the  tenders  can  be  made  in  duplicate 
up  to  April  lU,  1901,  at  the  Argentine  Legation  in  London, 
duly  closed  and  sealed  up  to  May  10  of  same  year  at  the  Ministry 
of  Public  Works.  On  this  same  date  at  2  p.m.,  in  the  office  of 
the  Minister  of  this  Department,  all  the  tenders  will  be  opened 
which  may  have  been  presented  in  Buenoa  Ayres  or  London  in 
the  presence  of  the  interested  parties,  a  statement  of  the  pro- 
ceedings being  duly  drawn  up. 

•'  The  proposers  will  have  to  comply  with  all  the  requisites 
exacted  in  the  sheets  of  conditions  and  forms,  which,  together 
with  the  plans,  will  be  at  their  disposal  at  the  of1(fce  of  the 
Ministry  of  Public  Works  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  at  the  I^egation 
of  the  Republic  in  London,  Paris,  Berlin,  and  Washington.  If 
the  tenders  do  not  contain  these  requisites  they  will  not  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

"  Art.  3.  The  study  of  the  tenders  will  be  submitted  to  a  jury 
composed  of  the  following  gentlemen : — Engineer  Elmer  R. 
Oorthell,  consulting  engineer  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works ; 
id  Emilio  Mitre ;  id  James  Dobson,  ex-chief  engineer  of  the  port 
of  Buenos  Ayres ;  id  Luis  A.  Huergo,  ex-engin^r  director  of  the 
Riachuelo  port ;  id  Luis  Luggi,  engineer  director  of  the  military 

S)rt  of  Bahia  Blanca ;  Engineer  Otto  Krausse.  Professor  of 
athematics  of  the  Federal  Capital ;  and  Gregorio  J.  Machain, 
President  of  the  Popular  Association  of  Navigation  and  ports  of 
Rosario.  The  Inspector^^General  of  Navigation  and  Ports  shall 
act  as  secretary  of  the  jury.  The  jury  shall  give  their  decision 
within  two  months  of  presentation  of  tenders. 

"  Art.  4.  Copies  of  the  general  plans,  conditions,  and  specifica- 
tions shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Legations  of  the  Republic  in 
London,  Paris,  Berlin,  and  Washington  for  distribution  amongst 
the  companies  which  may  make  proposals,  and  corresponding 
advertisements  shall  be  published. 

"Art.  5.  The  expenses  arising  from  the  fulfilment  of  the 
present  decree  shall  bo  charged  to  Low  No.  3835,  which  authorises 
them. 

''Art.  6.  Let  it  be  communicated,  published,  and  inserted  m 
the  National  Register. 

"(Signed.)   '     ROCA-EMILIO  CIVIT." 
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The  services  of  Mr.  Elmer  L.  Corthell,  an  eminent  American 
hydraulic  engineer,  were  engaged,  and  this  gentleman,  having  made 
a  lengthened  study  of  the  report  and  plans  of  the  work,  drawn  up 
by  the  Argentine  Engineers,  is  stated  to  have  reported  to  the 
Argentine  Government  as  follows : — 

**  If  is  safe  to  say  that  the  establishment  of  a  first-class  port 
at  Sosario,  with  suitable  channels  of  access,  will  revolutionise 
completely  the  commerce  and  industry  of  this  Bepublic. 

"The  writer  has  carefully  followed  the  development  of  the 
financial  features  of  the  project  of  the  port,  and  has  scanned  this 
part  with  constant  interest,  knowing  that  upon  a  clear  and  satis- 
factory showing  the  commercial  estimates  of  operation  depended 
the  success  of  the  proposition. 

"  The  very  satisfactory  figures  riven  in  the  report  must  con- 
vince any  company  that  there  is  here  an  opportunity  to  engage 
without  any  fear  of  loss  in  one  of  the  most  important  enterprises 
that  has  been  undertaken  in  recent  years. 

"  The  equitable  and  generous  conditions  of  the  law,  the  interest 
and  good  will  shown  by  the  Grovernment  to  this  project,  the 
increase  of  the  commerce  of  Rosario,  even  under  the  i-estrictions, 
inconveniences,  and  costly  methods  now  employed  for  handling 
cargo,  the  fact  that  a  rich  and  great  agricultural  country  is 
naturally  tributary  to  the  new  port,  and  the  precedents  elsewhere 
under  similar  conditions,  all  this  convinces  the  writer  that  great 
developments  are  sure  to  follow  the  construction  of  the  proposed 
port,  developments  far  greater  than  are  pi*edicted  by  Mr.  Duclout 
in  his  report. 

"  All  these  satisfactory  conditions,  published  in  the  report,  and 
its  numerous  exhibits  referred  to  above,  and  based  as  they  are  on 
trustworthy  and  complete  figures,  will,  it  is  believed,  induce 
several  strong  companies  to  embark  upon  this  very  important 
enterprise,  bringing  to  this  Bepublic  their  great  experience  and 
capital." 

By  a  decree  of  the  Federal  (Jovernment  dated  February  26, 
1901,  the  term  for  presenting  tenders  for  the  construction  and 
exploit4ition  of  the  port  works  at  Bosario  is  extended  to 
December  10, 1901,  in  London,  and  to  January  10, 1902,  in  Buenos 
Ayres. 

The  reasons  given  in  said  decree  for  granting  this  extension 
are: — First:  Communications  received  from  firms  in  Europe 
desiring  to  compete  complain  that  the  time  originally  fixed  for 
presenting  tenders  is  too  short  for  making  the  necessary  study  of 
the  work  and  preparation  of  plans  and  estimates;  secondly:  as 
the  law  relating  to  the  construction  of  the  port  at  liosario  guaran- 
tees the  constructors  that  the  nation  will  maintain  between  the 
Biver  Plate  and  Bosario  a  minimum  depth  at  ordinary  low  water 
of  19  feet  on  the  bar  of  Martin  Garcia  and  21  feet  in  the  river 
course  it  is  convenient  that  this  work  should  be  commenced 
before  the  tenders  called  for  are  presented. 

The  proposed  work  is  undoubtedly  a  most  important  one,  and 
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'  is  worthy  the  attention  of  some  of  our  large  firms.  The  traflSc 
from  the  interior  provinces  is  principally  carried  by  railways 
representing  British  capital,  and  is  another  reason  why  British 
firms  should  give  their  attention  to  the  proposed  scheme. 

I  would,  however,  strongly  impress  on  any  of  our  firms  who 
contemplate  sending  in  tenders  for  the  proposed  port  works  at 
Eosario  that  the  entire  success  of  the  proposed  undertaking  would 
depend  on  the  opening  up  and  maintaining  of  a  clear  channel  for 
ocean-gqing  vessels  from  Bosario  to  the  sea. 

The  Federal  Government  has  already  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  port  works  at  the  Federal  capital  the  large  sum  of 
about  8,000,000/.  sterling,  but  notwithstanding  this,  the  result,  due 
to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  open  the  channels  approaching  the 
port  of  Bueuos  Ayres,  is  unsatisfactory,  and  vessels  entering  and 
leaving  said  port  are  frequently  detained  there  for  want  of  water, 
while  the  groundings  of  ocean-going  vessels  are  numerous. 

Precisely  the  same  thing  will  happen  at  this  port  if  the  river 
approach  is  not  kept  clear  and  buoyed,  and  extensive  docks  would 
have  to  be  maintained,  while  the  vessels  for  whose  accommoda- 
tion they  were  constructed  could  not  make  use  of  them,  thus 
entailing  on  this  port  large  expenses,  without  conferring  any 
corresponding  benefit. 

Bosario  is  a  natural  port,  and  the  only  one,  I  may  say,  in  thLs> 
Eepublic  for  direct  communication  with  the  interior.  In  its 
present  state,  and  without  any  improvement  being  effected,  vessek^ 
can  load  and  discharge  with  much  less  expense  than  in  Buenos ' 
Ayres,  the  difference  in  freight  of  between  4*.  and  5s.  per  ton 
being  charged  to  cover  the  risk  of  detention  in  the  river  between 
Bosario  and  Buenos  Ayres  Boads.  The  only  improvement  in  the 
port  that  is  immediately  needed  is  a  guarantee  of  a  clear  channel 
for  ocean-going  vessels  of  deep  draught  from  Buenos  Ayres  Boads 
to  Eosario,  including  the  removal  from  the  port  of  various  sand- 
banks, which  render  navigation  difficult,  and  prevent  vessels  from 
getting  safely  alongside  their  discharging  and  loading  berths. 

Private  enterprise  will  readily  supply  all  the  requirements  for 
the  construction  of  suitable  port  works,  if  the  Government  will 
only  guarantee  to  keep  the  channel  and  port  free  of  the  obstaclen 
referred  to,  as  reference  to  the  list  of  exports  during  the  year  from 
this  port  will  show  the  large  interests  at  stake,  over  1,000,000 
tons  of  produce  having  been  shipped  without  vessels  experiencing 
any  detention  in  loading.  Due  to  the  present  almost  neglected 
state  of  the  river,  most  vessels  loading  in  the  Biver  Parand  ports, 
to  avoid  grounding,  are  obliged  to  call  at  Buenos  Ayres  or  La 
Plata  to  complete  their  cargoes  and  coal,  thus  incurring  considerable 
additional  expense. 

The  expenditure  required  (in  comparison  with  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  expended  on  Eosario  port  works,  13,500,000  dol. 
gold  (2,700,000/.))  for  opening  up  the  river  even  as  far  as  Santa  Fe 
and  Parana,  would  be  comparatively  small  and  productive  of  the 
required  results  without  imposing  on  this  port  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  unnecessarily  expensive  works. 
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The   following;   table   shows   the   amount    of    the    provincial 
dehts : — 


Proviijoo. 


Santa  Fe 
Cordot*a 
Entre  H'u 


Total  Debt 
'  (Internal  and 
I    External  Loan%). 

£ 
2,488.376 
l,3'i2,500 

20!, nu; 


Senrioe 
Requu'ed. 

£ 
05.200 
6*2,538 
12,097 


Santa  Fe 

protineial 

ilobt. 


C*ord<>lNi  and 
Santa  Fe 
mtmicipal 
debts. 

Kosario 

municipal 

debt. 


Interest  on  the  cuusulidatecl  debt  of  Santa  Fe  has  been 
punctually  met.  The  financial  situation  of  the  province  has 
l^reatly  improved  during  the  past  two  years.  This  improvement 
is  attributed  partly  to  the  increased  revenue  due  to  good  harvests, 
and  partly  to  economy  and  careful  financing.  When  the  present 
(fovernor  took  office  the  floating  debt  of  the  province  then 
amounted  to  6,000,000  dol.  currency  (521,740/.)  and  135,000  dol. 
gold  (27,000/.),  but  this  large  amount,  by  careful  financing,  has 
now  been  very  considerably  reduced. 

Tlie  external  debt  of  the  province  has  been  definitely  settled 
i»n  the  basis  described  in  my  report  for  the  year  1898. 

I  learn  on  good  authority  that  the  representatives  of  the 
Municipalities  of  the  towns  of  Cordoba  and  Santa  Fe  are  now  in 
treaty  with  the  foreign  bondholders,  with  a  view  to  arranging  the 
Municipal  loans  of  those  cities. 

During  the  year  the  Municipal  debt  of  Eosario  has  been 
settled  upon  the  following  terms : — 

From  the  Municipal  external  loans  of  1887-88,  amounting 
to  1,000,000  dol.  gold  (200,000/.)  and  5,000,000  doL  gold 
(1,000,000/.)  respectively,  plus  3,575,193-60  dol.  gold  (715,038/. 
due  for  accumulated  interest  thereon  from  the  year  1891  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1900,  a  reduction  is  made  in  favour  of  the  Munici- 
pality of  2,075,193-60  dol.  gold  (415,038/.),  thereby  reducing  the 
total  debt  to  7,500,000  dol.  gold  (1,500,000/.). 

In  payment  uf  the  balance  of  interest,  bonds  for  1,500,000  dol. 
j;old  (300,000/.)  are  to  be  issued  to  the  bondholdei-s. 

The  condition  of  payment  of  total  amoimt  of  7,500,000  dol. 
^rold  (1,500,000/.)  is  as  follows  :— 

During  the  first  five  years  commencing  from  October  1, 
1900,  interest  to  be  paid  in  paper  currency  at  par  at  the  rate 
of  5  per  cent,  per  annum ;  after  which  period  from  October  1, 
1905,  interest  to  be  paid  for  five  years  to  October  1,  1910,  half  in 
paper  currency  at  par  and  half  in  gold  at  the  same  rate  of  5  per  cent. 
From  October  1,  1910,  service  of  amortisation  to  commence  at 
the  rate  of  1  per  cent,  in  gold;  the  Municipality  ha\ing  the 
right  to  amortise  at  an  earlier  date  if  it  be  found  convenient  to 
do  so. 

The  original  guarantees  given  to  the  bondholders  for  thecj 
loans  remain  in  force  with  some  slight  alterations  only. 
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Tlie  loan  for  1,500,000  dol.  gold  (300,000/.),  known  as  the  "  Pave-  PaTement 
raent  Loan,"  was  secured  by  the  Municipality  in  the  year  1888,  with  loan- 
the  object  of  paving  the  streets  of  llosario.     Service  on  this  loan 
was  suspended  in  1891. 

According  to  an  arrangement  now  arrived  at,  the  bondholders 
allow  a  reduction  of  accumulated  interest  due  of  484,952*96  dol. 
gold  (96,990/.).  The  Municipality  on  their  part  recognise  the 
total  debt  to  be  1,750,000  dol.  gold  (350,000/.),  on  which  it  binds 
itself  to  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  4^  per  cent,  in  paper  currency 
until  the  end  of  the  year  1909  ;  and  after  that  date,  from  January  1, 
1910,  the  rate  of  interest  is  to  be  increased  to  5  per  cent,  in  gold 
plus  1  per  cent,  amortisation. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Eosario  Municipality  has 
benefited  by  the  arrangements  hereinbefore  described  to  the  extent 
of  2,560,146*56  dol.  gold  (the  reduction  given  by  the  bondholders 
on  account  of  unpaid  interest),  and  in  addition  to  this  I  understand 
that  a  reduction  of  1  per  cent,  is  gained  in  the  rate  of  interest,  as 
compared  with  the  rate  stipulated  for  in  the  original  contract. 

The  wheat  crop  of  1899-1900  proved  to  have  been  much  larger  Agriculture, 
than  had  been  estimated  early  in  the  year.  Many  are  of  opinion 
that  the  large  yield  of  wheat  was  purposely  withheld  with  a  view 
to  sustaining  prices.  The  crop  proved  to  be  a  record,  and  with 
the  stock  on  hand  from  the  preceding  year  the  export  of  wheat 
from  the  whole  country  has  been  2,000,000  tons  more  or  less, 
as  against  the  estimate  I  gave  in  my  previous  report  of  1,300,000 
tons. 

This  large  increase  in  the  production  and  export  of  wheat  is 
partly  due  to  favourable  weather,  the  extended  area  sown  (not 
only  in  this  province  but  also  in  those  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Cor- 
doba), to  the  closing  of  some  of  the  large  flour  mills,  owing  to  the 
interruption  of  this  important  branch  of  trade  with  Brazil, 
through  quarantine,  and  further  to  the  large  stock  of  this  grain 
held  over  from  1898-99  crop. 

From  Rosario  and  River  Parand  ports  it  is  estimated  that  over 
1,000,000  tons  of  wheat  have  been  exported,  as  against  the  estimate 
given  of  850,000  tons. 

According  to  official  statistics  the  Santa  F6  crops  for  1899-  Prormoeof 
1900  were  as  follows  :—  ^^^  ^^' 


Wheat 

Linseed 

Sarlej 

Birdseed 

Oats.. 

Kapeseed 


9    9  ••  ••  ••  •• 


Q.uantitj. 


Tons. 

1,023,000 

139,290 

1,523 

780 

320 

860 


The  foregoing  crops  represent  the  labour  of  15,875   hands; 
1,393  threshing  machines  were  employed,  and  21,000,000  of  ba<T's 
(782)  B 
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were  required.     The  area  of  land  said  to  have  been  under  culti- 
vation is  1,748,800  hectares,  say  4,319,536  acres. 

Owing  to  the  primitive  and  careless  manner  in  which  many  of 
the  farmers  prepare  and  sow  their  land  and  the  poor  class  of  seed 
too  frequently  employed,  the  yield  of  grain,  even  when  the  crop  is 
favoured  with  good  weather,  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality, 
is  not  what  it  would  be  if  more  pains  were  taken.  The  farmers, 
however,  prefer  to  sow  with  a  view  rather  to  quantity  than  quality. 
The  Santa  F^  Government,  recognising  the  necessity  of  stimulat- 
ing farmers  to  improve  their  system  of  producing  grain,  have 
recently  allotted  a  sum  of  15,000  dol.  currency  (1,300Z.)  to  be 
distributed  in  prizes  in  the  year  1902  among  farmers  who  produce 
the  best  crops  of  wheat,  linseed,  or  maize,  or  all  three  crops  as  the 
case  may  be. 
•C^rain  storage.  Farmers  suffer  and  have  suffered  heavy  losses  owing  to  their 
having  no  suitable  deposits  for  the  storage  of  their  grain  after 
threshing,  as  in  addition  to  the  losses  they  sustain  through  bad 
weather  they  are  obliged  to  dispose  of  their  crops  at  a  price 
much  under  what  they  could  demand  had  they  suitable  means  of 
storing  same. 

The  railways  have  erected  some  large  depositories  at  the  more 
impdrtant  of  their  stations,  but  the  accommodation  thus  provided 
is  very  inadequate  in  view  of  the  large  harvests,  which  promise  to 
further  increase. 

This  wflnt  of  storage  is  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  grain 
being  frequently  shipped  in  a  damp  condition,  and  it  is  surprising 
that  the  farmers  do  not  take  energetic  steps  to  remedy  this  evil, 
to  which  much  of  their  distress  may  be  attributed. 
Crop  Encouraged  by  the  good  results  of  recent  harvests  farmers  have 

prospe^,  again  made  every  effort  to  cultivate  to  a  greater  extent  the  crops 
1900-  .  ^j  wheat,  linseed,  and  maize,  but  unfortunately  the  mild  winter 
was  not  favourable  to  the  wheat  crop  especially,  and  in  some 
districts  the  losses  caused  thereby  have  been  serious.  The  wheat 
crop  both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality  is  inferior  to  the 
previous  one,  but  linseed  and  maize,  which  were  not  affected 
to  the  same  extent  by  the  weather,  promise  a  much  larger 
quantity  for  export.  As  far  as  it  is  possible  to  ascertain,  the 
export  of  wheat  and  linseed  from  Eosario  and  adjacent  ports 
during  the  year  1901  may  be  estimated  as  follows : — ^Wheat, 
700,000  tons ;  linseed,  200,000  tons,  as  against  1,200,000  tons  of 
wheat  and  350,000  tons  of  linseed  from  the  whole  country. 

The  maize  crop  now  ripe,  but  not  yet  harvested,  will  probably 
give  for  export  about  400,000  tons  from  River  Parand  ports. 
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LooAL  Market  Price  on  March  31, 1901,  of  the  following  Articles  hoo$x  prices 

of  Prodace,  in  Wagon  at  Bosario.  o£  prodttoe. 


* 

1 

Prices. 

ArtidM. 

1 

L 

From — 

To— 

Dollars. 

DoUan. 

Wheat 

Per  ton 

66-00 

~. 

Linieed.. 

105  00 

~ 

Maize 

.    t 
■  •  1 

36-00 

«. 

Flour 

88-00 

95*00 

Bagar 

32-60 

41*00 

Alfalfa 

18-00 

-_ 

Hides  (salted) 

Per  220  lbs. 

1 

36-65 

86-80 

Dry  hidet         

>i 

'*  1 

63-50 

78*20 

XOTE.  —  Kxcliangc,  II  -50  dol.  paper  =  1/.  sterling. 

Trade  in  general  has  experienced  no  revival  during  the  year.      Tnvd«. 

The  transit  trade  with  Bolivia  shows  a  great  decline,  as  com-  Transit,  trade 
pared  with  former  years,  and  is  due  to  the  greater  advantages  "^^-^^  Bolivia, 
offered  to  the  Bolivian  merchants  at  Chilian  ports. 

In  the  year  1884  the  transit  trade  to  and  from  Bolivia  via 
Eosario  (chiefly  minerals),  was  valued  at  o,000,000/..  whereas  in 
the  year  1899  it  amounted  to  only  48,786/. 

There  is  little  hope  of  any  recovery  of  this  trade  until  the 
Federal  Government  can  prolong  their  railway  from  Salta  towartl 
the  Bolivian  frontier,  which  would  make  this  route  shorter  and 
more  economical. 

Dairy  farming  is  making  progress  and  promises  to  prosper.  Dairj 
During  the  year  quantities  of  butter  and  cheese  were  exported  produce, 
with  good  results. 

An  entirely  new  industry  about  to  be  tried  as  an  experiment  Frozen^  )iRre;>. 
ts  the  shipment  of  frozen  hares  to  the  London  market. 

This  new  trade  is  all  the  more  remarkable  as  it  is  only  about 
16  years  since  hares  were  first  introduced  into  this  country  from 
Oermany  by  a  well-known  German  merchant  In  the  provinC/CS 
•of  Santa  Fe  and  Cordoba  these  animals  have  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  in  the  near  future,  notwithstanding  that  they  are 
'Constantly  hunted  and  shot,  thev  threaten  U}  become  a  scourge  to 
farmers. 

Rosario  is  the  terminus  of  six  railways,  some  of  which  connect  Railways, 
with  other  lines  in  the  interior.     Five  of  these  railways,  namely, 
the  Central  Argentine,  the  Buenos  Ayres  and  Bosario,  the  Cordoba 
iind  Bosario,  the  Great  Southern  of  Santa  F^  and  Cordoba,  and 
the  Western  of  Santa  Fo  are  British,  and  the  other  one  is  French. 

The  Central  Argentine  and  the  Buenos  Ayres  and  Bosario 
Bail\^ay  Companies  have  recently  added  to  their  already  extensive 
lines,  the  former  by  the  purchase  of  the  Western  Bailway  of 
Santa  F^,  and  the  latter  by  the  purchase  of  the  Great  Southern 
4)f  Santa  Fe  and  Cordoba,  representing  an  addition  of  125  and 
(782)  B  2 
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Foot-and- 
mouth 
disease. 


Sogar 
refining. 


Sacks. 


Import  dutj 
on  sacks. 


Twine, 
Trade  murks. 


-  82  miles  respectively.  Both  these  railways  are  making  further 
extensions,  thereby  opening  up  new  and  fertile  country,  suitable 
for  agricultural  and  pastoral  purposes. 

The  construction  of  a  new  narrow-gauge  line  (known  as  the 
"Temple  Concession")  between  Buenos  Ayrea  and  Koaario  has 
also  been  recently  commenced.  This  will  make  the  third  railway 
between  the  two  cities,  and  when  completed  will  connect  the 
narrow-gauge  railways  of  the  interior  with  the  capital  of  the 
Eepublic,  so  that  it  will  be  possible  to  travel  by  narrow-gauge 
route  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Salta,  a  distance  of  about  900  miles. 

The  traffic  and  receipts  on  all  the  railways  show  an  improve* 
ment  during  the  year,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  future  outlook 
for  railways  in  this  country  is  promising.  Rosario  owes  a  great 
deal  of  its  present  fairly  good  port  accommodation,  wharves,  grain 
elevators,  &c.,  to  the  enterprise  of  the  various  British  railway 
companies. 

The  outbreak  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  during  the  year 
has  occasioned  immense  losses  to  the  cattle  farmers,  tlie  trade  of 
this  district,  and  the  country  <i;enerally. 

The  provinces  of  Santa  Ed,  Cordoba,  Entre  Eios,  and  Cor- 
rientes  contribute  largely  in  supplying  cattle  for  export ;  it  can, 
therefore,  be  easily  understood  that  the  stoppage  of  this  trade 
through  the  outbreak  of  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  has  caused 
very  serious  losses  to  the  parties  interested. 

The  actual  death-rate  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  animals 
in  the  infected  districts  has  been  comparatively  small. 

The  sugar  refinery  of  Rosario,  representing  local  capital,  is  the 
principal  one  of  its  class  in  South  America.  During  the  year  1899 
40,000  tons  of  sugar  were  received  from  the  interior  provinces  for 
refining  purposes.  Of  this  amount  25,000  tons,  under  the  bounty 
protection  of  the  Federal  Government  were  exported,  and  from 
the  sugar  refuse  430,000  litres  (94,600  gallons)  of  alcohol  were 
manufactured.  I  am  informed  that  during  the  current  year  this 
branch  of  trade  has  still  further  increased.  Owing  to  the 
protective  duty  the  cost  of  sugar  is  dearer  here  than  in  London. 
The  quality  of  the  sugar  shipped  is  frequently  of  a  doubtful  nature. 

It  is  calculated  that  for  the  harvest  of  wheat,  linseed,  maize, 
&c.,  the  province  of  Santa  F^  has  used  15,000,000  bags,  the 
province  of  Buenos  Ayres  12,000,000,  and  the  other  provinces 
about  23,000,000,  making  a  total  of  50,000,000,  which  at  the 
present  local  price  of  8  c.  gold  (about  4d.)  represents  the  sum  of 
4,000,000  dol.  gold  (equal  to  800,000/.  sterling). 

The  Federal  Government,  with  the  view  of  assisting?  grain 
farmers,  has  further  extended  the  time  for  the  introduction,  free 
of  duty,  of  Hessians  and  sacks,  which  expired  on  February  1,  1901, 
to  August  1,  1901. 

A  considerable  amount  is  also  spent  on  twine. 

I  believe  that  in  no  other  part  of  South  America  are  goods 
falsified  to  the  extent  they  are  in  the  Argentine  Republic. 
Wherever  it  is  possible  and  fairly  safe  to  make  money  by 
imitating  foreign  goods  and  marks  the  trader  does  not  hesitate 
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to  do  80,  the  high  custom-Iiouse  duties  on  imported  articlen 
contributing  to  make  this  dishonest  method  of  business  very 
lucrative.  Among  the  aiticles  imitated,  and  to  which  atten- 
tion is  more  particularly  given,  are  patent  medicines,  perfumes, 
mineral  waters,  sauces,  pickles,  wines,  spirits,  liqueurs,  tobacco, 
cigars,  &c.  As  an  example  of  the  preparation  made  for  falsifying 
foreign  goods,  I  may  mention  that  I  happened  to  be  on  board  a 
steamer  discharging  cargo  at  this  port,  when  a  case  falling  from 
the  sling  broke  open  and  exposed  to  view  parcels  of  beautifull}' 
got  up  labels  (British  and  French  marks)  evidently  intended  for 
imitation  purposes. 

Goods  thus  imitated  are  disposed  of  as  genuine  among  the 
small  stores  in  the  suburbs  of  the  larger  towns  and  in  greater 
quantities  to  the  storekeepers  in  the  country  villages.  By 
registering  trade-marks  in  this  country  redress  can  be  obtained 
through  the  Courts  of  Justice,  and  in  some  instances  it  would 
certainly  pay  those  concerned  to  attend  to  the  matter. 

Attention  may  be  drawn  to  the  following  industries,  which  I  Trad© 
think  offer  a  fairly  safe  investment  for  capital : —  reqmrementi. 

1.  Freezing  establishments  for  the  export  of  frozen  animals 
(cattle  and  sheep).  There  are  only  three  such  establishments  in 
this  country,  as  against  40  in  Australia,  and  16  in  New  Zealand. 
It  is  estimated  that,  in  the  province  of  Santa  Fe  alone  there  are 
2,000,000  CAttle  and  3,000,000  sheep. 

2.  Electricity,  more  especially  in  the  way  of  lighting  and 
tramways. 

3.  Sheds  for  storage  of  grain. 

The  ordinary  business-house  licence  in  the  province  allows  the  ln»uranco. 
holder  to  transact  business  as  a  broker  or  commission  agent,  but  in 
the  provinces  of  Santa  Fe  and  Cordoba  there  is  a  special  insurance 
broker's  tax,  recently  reduced,  temporarily,  on  the  petition  of  the 
insurance  companies  from  174Z.  to  87/.  per  annum.  In  addition 
to  this  charge  there  are  the  heavy  taxes  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

Hail  insurance  is  exempt  from  taxation. 


Average  of  Gold  Premium  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Month. 


January  . . 
February. , 
March      . . 
April       •  •         •  •  •  • 

Maj         

tl  UQd  . «  . . 

July       

August    .  • 
Stfptomber 

October 

Korember  . «         •  • 

December  .  •  ,  • 

■(782) 


1899. 


108  -14 

118  -70 

119  le 
13S8-86 
124  03 
118*69 
113  16 


125 
135 
187 
135 
128 


•70 
15 
•92 
■07 
'90 


Oold 
premium. 


1900. 


129  *25 
127-72 
127-40 
127  -80 
127*91 
129-28 
139-40 
136  -78 
133 -75 
133-55 
132 -57 
130-83 
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BOSAUIO. 


Imncigntioa. 
ProTinoe  of 
Santa  P^. 


Immigration  tx)  the  Province  of  Santa  F4  during  the  Years 

1898-99. 


Ttar. 


1899.. 


Number  of 
ArriTab. 


6,577 
9,645 


There  is  nothing  particular  to  report  under  this  heading. 
Immigration  during  last  year  has  not  been  important,  and  the 
cause  (notwithstanding  that  wages  were  liigh  and  the  demand  for 
labour  fair)  may  be  attributed  to  the  high  cost  of  living.  The 
arrivals  during  the  year  were  principally  Italians  and  Spaniards. 

KeiAil  cost  of  Retail  Cost  of  some  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Consumption,  &c., 
aitieleu  of  j^  Sterling,  the  Rate  of  Exchange  taken  being  11'50  doL  paper 

i>on8ump  on.  ^^  ^^ 


Bread         

Flour  • . 

Sugar 

xca  ••  ••         ••         •• 

Coffee         

ivice  ••                     ••          •• 

Beef  

Mutton  •  •                    •  •         •  • 

IjUlter  ..          ■■         ••         ■• 

Potatoes 

Kerosine  ..          ..         ••         •• 

HouM  rent  • .         . .         •  • 
Board  and  lodging  for  clerks     . . 


Per  lb. 


}> 
I) 
f* 
ft 
It 
it 
» 
»t 


■  • 


Per  20  Iba. 
Per  case  of  two 
Per  month 


tins 


» 


From — 


£    «.  d. 

0    0  8 

0    0  2 

0    0  8 

8  6 

0  10 

0  2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0  10  6 

8    6  0 

5    0  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


2i 
8 
6 
8 


To— 


£    *.  d. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
7 
2 
0 
0 


0    0 


5 
6 

7 
4 

5 


0    0  5 

0  18  6 

22     0  0 

18     0  0 


Canned  provisions  and  preserves,  due  to  the  high  customs 
duty,  are  very  dear,  and  only  the  rich  can  afford  these  luxuries. 
Public  Wood  paving  of  some  of  the  central  streets  of  the   city  of 

works.  Kosario  in  place  of  stone,  laying  of  stone  pavement  in  new  streets, 

CSty  and  port  reconstruction  of  part  of  the  sanitary  works,  planting  trees  and 
of  K.tsririo.      laying  out  recreation  grounds,  are  among  the  principal  improve- 
ments effected  in  this  city  during  the  year. 

Rosario  is  also  indebted  to  the  London  and  Brazilian  Bank, 
Limited,  for  a  handsome  building,  now  near  completion,  and  in- 
tended for  the  bank's  premises.  This  is  the  thinl  British  bank 
that  has  built  its  own  premises  in  Bosario,  the  others  being  the 
London  and  River  Plate  Bank,  Limited,  and  the  British  Bank  of 
South  America,  Limited.  In  addition  to  the  British  there  are  four 
otlier  foreign  banks. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Bosario  Gasworks,  Mr.  Santa  Maria,  is 
ref)ortO(l  to  have  contracted  with  a  well-known  Manchester  firm 
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for  the  supply  and  erection  of  a  new  columnless  telescope  gas- 
holder of  175,000  cubic  feet  capacity,  three  lifts,  the  first  of  its 
class  erected  in  South  America. 

The  National  Government  has  reclaimed  some  land  from  the 
river  and  added  to  its  wharves,  thereby  improving  the  utility  and 
appearance  of  the  port.  Some  dredging  has  also  been  done  in  the 
harbour,  but  tliei-e  is  still  much  required  before  the  port  is  made 
what  it  should  be. 

As  advised  in  my  report  for  1899,  civil  registration  was  made  CWil 
compulsory  in  the  province  of  Santa  F^.     The  following  figures  '^fiP"*^'- 
show  the  bii-ths,  marriages,  and  deaths  registered  during  the  first 
11  months  of  the  year  1900  : — 


Department. 

1 

Number. 

] 

Births. 

Marriages. 

Deaths. 

Santa  Fe 

1,710 

276 

974 

Roiario 

4,584 

754 

8,829 

Las  Colonias..         ..          .. 

1,793 

240 

697 

CastellnnoB    .. 

1,997 

25(i 

720 

San  Martin  . . 

1,080 

161 

462 

Belgrano 

600 

87 

215 

San  Lorenzo . . 

768 

143 

863 

Caeeros 

974 

187 

508 

Q-eneral  Lopez 

1,236 

176 

618 

Constitucion . . 

852 

129 

287 

San  G-erdnimo 

1,056 

169 

416 

Triondo 

707 

118 

822 

Saii  Javier    . . 

287 

49 

99 

San  Cristobal 

740 

96 

218 

ReoonqiUBta  . . 

722 

87 

175 

G-aray            ..         ..         •• 
San  tfusto     . .         .  • 

351 

81 

181 

618 

82 

193 

Vera 

277 

26 

85 

Total 

20,247 

3,010 

9,647 

In  accordance  with  a  municipal  decree  of  October  16,  1900,  a  BoMri» 
census  of  the  city  of  Eosario  was  taken  on  the  19th  of  that  month,  oenau*. 
Due  to  the  careful  manner  in  which  the  work  was  carried  out, 
it  is  believed   that  this  census  is  reliable.     The  result  is  de- 


cideilly  satisfactory ;  as  compared  with  the  figures  of  the  census 
taken  in  1895,  it  shows  that  the  population  of  Rosario  has  in- 
creased 23  per  cent,  in  five  years.  The  following  figures  show  the 
nationality,  sexes,  and  number  of  the  population : — 
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Nation  alifij. 

Number. 

■ 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Argentine     .. 

'          31,411 

34,459 

65,870 

Italian 

16,193 

9,486 

25,679 

Spanish 

,            7,029 

4,724 

11,753 

French 

1,190 

1,030 

2,220 

British 

695 

418 

1,113 

Uruguayan   . . 

847 

726 

1,573 

German 

654 

412 

1,066 

Swiss . . 

,               349 

227 

576 

Brazilian 

i               187 

149 

336 

Chilian 

75 

48 

123 

Bolivian 

11 

7 

18 

North  American 

86 

24 

110 

Belgian 

105 

78 

183 

Paraguayan  . . 

185 

194 

379 

Arabian 

349 

178 

627 

Portuguese    .. 

85 

20 

105 

Kussian 

80 

74 

154 

Swedish 

97 

35 

132 

Danish 

49      ; 

15 

64 

Dutch 

110 

•     99 

209 

Various 

:i71 

•  • 

271 

Total          . .          , .  , 

60,058 

52,403 

112,461 

ProTince  of 
Oorrientes. 


Province  of 
Entre  Bios. 


From  the  foregoing  figures  it  will  be  observed  that  Argentines, 
Italians,  and  Spaniards  are  in  the  majority,  and  represent  58^  per 
cent.,  23  and  10 J  per  cent,  respectively  of  the  population.  In 
accordance  with  Argentine  law,  all  children  born  of  foreign  parents 
in  this  country  are  considered  Ai-gentines.  The  male  section  of 
the  population  exceeds  the  female  by  nearly  15  per  cent. 

Corrientes  is  the  fifth  province  of  importance  in  this  Eepublic, 
and  has  a  population  of  about  240,000.  The  principal  industry  is 
cattle  raising. 

At  the  port  of  St.  Elena,  on  the  Eiver  Parana,  is  established  a 
branch  of  a  well-known  factory,  where  extract  of  meats  and 
tinned  meats  are  prepared  for  export  on  a  large  scale. 

The  following  figures  relating  to  the  province  of  Entre  Bios  are 
taken  from  the  message  of  the  Governor  of  that  province  to  the 
Legislature : — The  population  of  the  province  at  the  end  of  1899 
was  344,333,  and  the  area  of  cultivated  land  was  357,544  hectares 
(equal  to  883,133  acres). 

The  value  of  wheat  and  maize  exported  was  as  follows  : — 


Wheat. 
Maize  . 


Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dollars. 
4,005,739 
592,492 

801,147  16 
118,498    8 
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The  province  possessed — 


Number. 


Cattle           2,288,489 

Sheep           5,004,438 

Horses         . .                     376,333 

IrOats             ••           >•           .<           ••           «■  lo,oo4( 

Mules  and  asses     ..         ..          ..         ..  10,593 

Pigs 40,650 

Poultry        892,311 


The  value  of  animals  and  animal  products  exported  was  as 
follows : — 


1 
1 

1 

• 

Currency. 

Val 

ue. 

Sterling. 

Animals 

Hides  . .         

Wool   ..          ..         ..         •• 

Dollars. 
1,217,914 
2.790,633 
3,728,860 

£        *. 
243,582  16 
558,126  12 
745,772    0 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  in  the  year  1899  was 
16,830,327  dol.  gold  (equal  to  3,366,065/.  8s.). 

The  number  of  schools  was  431,  of  which  16  were  municipal. 

The  amount  expended  on  education  was  651,839  dol.  currency, 
equal  to  56,681Z.  13s.,  at  the  exchange  of  11  dol.   50  c.  per  1/. 


sterling. 


The  grain  crop  of  1900  and  1901,  owing  to  unfavourable 
weather,  has  been  a  failure,  and  in  some  districts  the  farmers'  dis- 
tress is  so  great  that  to  stop  their  emigrating  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  decided  to  help  them  by  supplying  seed. 


Entre  Rigs. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  William  G.  Clark,  at  Parana,  reports 

as  follows : — 

The  province  of  Entre  Rios,  as  its  name  indicates,  is  situated 
between  two  rivers,  viz.,  the  Parand  and  Uruguay,  and  their 
estuary,  the  River  Plate,  forms  its  southern  boundary.  It  is  well 
watered  by  many  tributary  streams  falling  into  one  or  other  of 
these  main  highways  of  trade. 

The  principal  exports  consist  of  cereals,  other  jj^ricultural  pro-  Trade  and 
duce,  cattle,  skins,  <fec.     The  imports  are  chiefly  agricultural  and  commerce, 
milling  machinery,  and  European  cotton  and  woollen  goods,  nearly 
all  coming  from  Buenos  Ayres  importing  houses. 

There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  coasting  trade,  both  steam  shipping  and 
and  sail,  and  almost  daily  communication  between  riparian  towns  navigation. 
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ENTRE   KI05. 


Population 

and 

industries. 

Public  works. 


Agricoltui'e. 


Cattle. 


and  Buenos  Ayres.  Ocean-going  steamers  and  sailing  vessels 
generally  arrive  in  ballast  to  load  grain. 

The  population  may  be  taken  at  350,000,  and  the  industries- 
are  mostly  those  pertaining  to  farming,  charcoal  burning,  and  fire- 
wood cutting. 

A  magnificent  wharf  has  been  constructed  at  the  port  of  Bajada 
Grande,  near  Parana,  by  the  Entre  Eios  Railway  Company ;  it  is 
furnished  with  steam  cranes  and  other  appliances  for  quick  de- 
spatch, and  ocean-going  steamers  can  lay  alongside  thereof. 

At  Concepcion  de  Uruguay  new  port  works  have  been  con- 
structed by  the  National  Government,  where  vessels  of  light 
draught  should  find  good  accommodation. 

The  principal  productions  are  wheat,  maize,  and  linseed,  and 
when  seasons  are  favourable  the  quality  is  excellent  and  the  yield 
abundant. 

The  usually  excellent  pasture  causes  cattle  to  be  sought  for 
either  for  export  as  jerked  beef,  or  for  the  preparation  of  extract 
of  beef  in  the  neighbouring  Republic  of  Uruguay.  The  seasons^ 
however,  influence  the  demand. 


Santa  F1 


Port  of 
Colastine. 
(Santa  Fe). 

Imports. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  J.  W.  Richards  reports  as  follows : — 

The  only  article   imported  direct  during   1900  consisted  of 

5,703  tons  of  coal,  the  official  value  of  which  was  33,679*55  dol. 

gold  (6,682/.  95.),  and  was  imported  for  account  of  the  railway 

company. 

Return  of  Shipping  Entered  at  the  Port  of  Colastine  (Santa  ¥6} 

during  the  Year  1900. 


Nationality. 


Steam. 


Sailing. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


I  Number 

of 
Yessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Yessels. 


Tons. 


British  Empire . . 
Germany.  • 
Spain  •  •  • . 
Denmark. . 
Italy 
Bussia  . . 
Belgium . . 
Sweden  • . 
Norway  .. 
United  States  of 


•  •  I 


67 

112,535 

17 

27,196 

7 

18,609 

6 

10,644 

4 

5,879 

2 

2,797 

1 

1,936 

1 

1,595 

18 
11 


81 


16 


7,765 

80 

8,076  • 

28 

•  • 

7 

a  a 

6 

23,707 

85 

.  • 

2 

•  a 

1 

•  a 

1 

10,871 

16 

120,800 

85,272 

13,609 

10,644 

29,086 

2,797 

1,936 

1,595 

10,871 


America 
Austria- Hungary 

•  • 

•  ■ 

105 

•  * 
■  • 

175,691 

2 

1 

74 

1,341 

845 

2 

1 

179 

i        1,341 

845 

Total 

52,605 

228,296 

year. 


NoTB. — The  same  number  of  vessels  may  be  said  to  hare  cleared  during  the 
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Table  showing  Official  Value  of   Principal  Kxports  during   the 

Years  1899-1900. 


1899. 


Artldfi. 


LIlMMd ...  ..• 

Whfat  ...       ... 

BniQ      ...        *.. 
Quebracho  wood 

„         extnurt 
Moat  meal 


Cnrrenoy. 


Dol.  irold. 
2.082,485*32 
2,807,917 -81 
12.904*00 

518,479  >03 


Sterling. 


£ 
413,191 
517,444 

2,^80 
101,880 


«. 

10 
0 
6 

15 


J. 
7 
0 
8 
0 


Total 


5,216,786*16 


Cnrrency. 


Dol.  sold. 

1,894,680*46 

3,tf30,154'28 

1,612*20 

1,399.247*26 

15,994*08 

59,055-11 


1,085,076  12    3    ,      7.000,743*38 


1900. 


Sterllniir- 


£  9,   d. 

X75,928  13    2 

720,-^68  14 

819  17 

277,628  8 

3,178  8 

11,717  5 


1,889,086    7    1 


NoTB.— At  the  exchange  of  6*04  dol.  gold  to  the  W.  ■terling. 


Table  showing  Principal  Exports  from  Colastine  (Santa  F6) 

during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Artidee. 

Quantity. 

1899. 

1900. 

Linaeed    .« 

Wheat 

Bran        

Quebracho  wood 

y,         eztraot         •  •         • . 
Meat  ineal 

Tons. 

41,649 

104,816 

1,173 

73,361 

•  • 

Ton*. 

47,867 

166,007 

124 

139,846 

246 

147 

Total 

220,489 

362,737 

The  following  are  the  receipts  of  the  Santa  Fe  Custom-house  Cu8tom-hou«e 
during  the  years  1899-1900 :—  reoefp*f. 


Amount. 


Tear. 

CurrenOy. 

Sterling. 

1899 

XaKnF*  •                •  •                                   •  • 

Dol.  gold. 
66,245*26 
69,849  -89 

£       9.    d, 

18,148  17    7 
18,769  16    0 

NOTS  — At  the  exchange  of  5'04  dol.  gold  to  the  1/-.  sterling. 
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Foreign  commerce  has  lieen  distributed  as  follows  during  the 
years  1899-1900 :— 


Countrj. 

1899. 

1900. 

Cwmney.               Sterling. 

Currencj. 

Sterling. 

United  Kingdom 

iienDAoy 

Italy         .M       ...       •.. 

KTance      

Russia       

Beltcium 

Austnii-Hungarj 
United  Sutet  of  America 

Sweden     

UulUnd     

Spain         ...       •.•       ... 
orazil        ...        ...        ... 

Ordvn      ...       ...       .. 

Dol  gold. 

141,47^*18 

283,716*69 

30,298-90 

9.383*51 

8.627  *36 

701,261*33 

6,54.S*27 

19,415*35 

105.3ts8*78 

593,998  08 

•  •• 

3.316,678*81 

£         ».    d. 

28,069  17    4 

56.292  19    4 

6.011  13    9 

1,861  16    2 

1.711  15    6 

134,139    3    1 

1,298  13    3 

3,8G2    5    0 

20.910    9    3 

117,856  15    2 

•  •• 

658,071    4    6 

Pol.  gold. 
475.626*83 
<»3 1,791  *24 
89,155*09 
297,791  -94 
9  649*18 
392,646*71 

140,578*69 
65.24:1 -66 

1,114.370-49 
49,629*92 
47,048*00 

3,687,212*68 

£        *.   d, 
94,370    8    0 
125,355    8    0 
17,»i89  10    0 
59.086  14    0 
1,914    6    0 
77,906    1    0 

27,892  10    0 

12,945    3    0 

221,105    5    0 

9,847    4    0 

9,8^  18    0 

731,590    0    0 

Total     

5,216,766*16 

1,035,076  la    3 

7,000,743*38 

1,389.036    7    0 

KoTB.— At  the  exchange  of  5  *01  dot  gold  to  the  H.  sterling. 


Agrioultiire« 


CbtUe. 


Export  AtioD. 


Cordoba. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  D.  Munro  reports  as  follows : — 

The  area  cultivated  in  the  province  has  reached  1,250,000 
hectares*,  made  up  as  follows : — Wheat,  700,000  hectares ;  lucerne, 
300,000  hectares;  linseed,  100,000  hectares;  maize,  120,000 
hectares;  vineyards,  l/iOO  hectares;  and  the  remainder  barley, 
tobacco,  potatoes,  &c.  The  southern  and  eastern  departments  of 
the  province  produce  all  the  linseed,  and  90  per  cent,  of  the  area 
sowed  with  wheat  is  in  those  departments.  The  greater  part  of 
the  cereals  exported  is  shipped  from  the  port  of  Rosario  after 
being  transported  by  rail  over  an  average  distance  of  230  kiloms. 
(142  miles).  The  wheat  crop  for  the  year  under  report  is  esti- 
mated at  500,000  tons,  and  that  of  linseed  80,000  tons.  The 
prices  obtained  are  higher  than  the  previous  year,  ranging  from 
5  dol.  c.l.  to  5  dol.  60  cfper  100  kilos.J  for  wheat  and  from 
10  dol.  c.l.  to  11  dol.  50  c.l.  for  linseed. 

Lucerne  grown  in  the  southern  part  of  the  province  is  exported 
to  Brazil,  Europe,  and  South  Africa,  the  quantity  exported  in  1900 
Ijeing  about  125,000  tons. 

Homed  cattle  bred  in  the  province  may  be  divided  into  groups 
of  9,000  special  breed,  220,000  half-bred,  and  1,800,000  ordinan^ 
stock ;  horses  1,300 special, 20,000 half-bred,and 420,000  **criollos" ; 
sheep  35,000  special,  1,300,000  half-bred,  and  ]  ,650,000  ordinary 
stock.  The  other  principal  items  are  750,000  goats,  100,000  hogs, 
90,000  mules,  and  20,000  donkeys. 

The  predominating  type  of  half-bred  horned  cattle  is  the 
Durham. 

The  principal  items  of  export  are  cattle,  wheat,  linseed,  maize, 
flour,  lime,  limestone,  lucerne,  timber  and  posts,  horns,  bones, 
hides,  and  grease. 

*  1  heotmre  —  t  *47  men§, 
t  BichftDgf,  11  60  dol.  per  1/.  t  1  ^^o.  =  2  -2  lb«. 
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J  Importation  is  limited  principally  to  groceries,  dry  goods,  hard-  importation, 
wai'e,  drugs,  wines,  and  liquors. 

Internal  commerce  of  the  province  is  can-ied  on  by  5,238  internal 
houses,  of  which  1,536  are  situated  in  the  capital  (City  of  Cordoba),  «>»"«'«•• 
representing  a  working  capital  of  32,500,000  dol.  national  currency 
(2,826,000/.).  About  five-eighths  of  the  commercial  houses  are 
in  the  hands  of  foreigners  (mostly  Spanish  and  Itah'ans),  and 
three-eighths  Argentine.  238  of  the  commercial  houses  are 
insured  against  fire  for  a  total  of  0,373,000  dol.  national  currencv 
(554,170/.). 

The  population  of  the  province  is  estimated  at  400,000,  of  Population, 
which  65,000  reside  in  the  capital,  12,000  in  Rio  Cuarto,  6,000  in 
Belle  Ville,  4,000  in  San  Prancisco  (eastern  frontier),  4,000  in 
Marcos  Juarez,  and  3,500  in  Villa  Maria,  these  being  the  principal 
towns.  In  tlie  southern  and  eastern  (that  is  agricultural  districts) 
departments  the  foreign  population  is  predominant,  the  Italian 
colonists  forming  about  79  per  cent,  of  the  foreign  element. 

The  industrial  establishments  in  the  province  number  1,930,  Indiwtries. 
of  which  557  are  in  the  ciipital.  Of  the  latter  the  principal 
establishments  are  the  Coi-doba  Light  and  Power  Company,  the 
National  Factory  of  Carbide  (of  which  special  mention  will  be 
made  further  on  in  this  report),  two  flour  mills,  one  manufactory 
of  oil,  three  steam  saw-mills,  four  ice  factories,  five  vermicelli 
factories,  eight  of  soap  and  candles,  fi^'c  of  boots  and  shoes,  one  of 
paper  and  paste-board,  four  of  paste-lK)ard,  four  of  starch,  two 
of  artificial  fireworks,  two  hat  factories,  one  of  soda,  mineral 
waters,  Ac,  one  of  chocolate,  one  match  factory,  and  seven  lime 
kilns. 

In  the  Cordoba  Mountains  there  are  nine  granite  quarries, 
two  marble  and  11  limestone  quarries;  also  there  are  working  10 
silver  and  le^d  mines,  three  copper,  one  manganese,  one  gold,  and 
sLx  wolfram  mines. 

In  the  province  there  are*  19  tanneries,  15  creameries,  four 
dyeing  establishments,  10  printing  establishments,  22  flour-mills 
run  by  water-power,  17  by  steam-power,  and  one  by  electric 
power,  six  tobacco  and  cigar  manufactories,  one  of  hydraulic  lime, 
19  machine  shops,  four  foundries,  and  81  wine  factories. 

The  Cordoba  Light  and  Power  Company,  Limited,  was  formed  Cordob» 
on  March  30, 1896, in  the  City  of  Portland,  ^aine  (United  States),  Ligbtsnd 
to  acquire  the  right  of  utilising  the  water  force  of  the  Eio  PrimeroS^'^*'* 
in  Cordol)a.     The  authorised  capital  is  1,000,000  dol.  divided  in  li^iKd?^' 
10,000  shares  of  100  dol.  each. 

The  Cordoba  Government  by  law  dated  December  23,  1893, 
conceded  to  Messrs.  F.  Mackinlay  and  Co.  the  right  to  use  the 
waters  of  the  Eio  Priraero  in  the  part  of  its  course  comprised 
between  the  tunnel  of  the  Cordoba  and  North-Western  Railway, 
and  a  point  5  kiloms.  (about  3  miles)  above  the  Mai  Paso  dam.  for 
generating  electricity  and  conduct  it  by  cables  to  the  pity  of 
Cordoba  (30  kiloms.  or  say  18  miles)  and  any  other  points  in  the 
valley  of  the  Eiver  Primero,  having  the  right  to  cross  all  fiscal  lands 
with  their  cables  without  paying  rent  or  indemnity.     The  term 
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of  this  concession  was  fixed  at  25  years  counting  from  the  date 
of  commencement  of  the  construction  works.  The  contract  con- 
cession was  formally  approved  by  decree  of  the  Cordoba  Govern- 
ment of  May,  1895,  and  in  October,  1896,  the  concession  was 
transferred  to  the  "  Cordoba  Light  and  Power  Company,"  the 
transfer  being  recognised  and  approved  by  Government  Decree 
of  October  2, 1896. 

In  compensation  for  the  concession  granted,  the  Cordoba 
Government  is  to  receive,  during  the  last  10  years  of  the  contract, 
5  per  cent,  of  the  net  earnings  of  the  company,  and  has  reserved 
the  right  to  acquire  the  property  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract 
by  purchase  at  a  valuation  plus  20  per  cent,  of  the  value  so 
determined.  If  the  Government  should  not  take  advantage  of 
the  right  of  purchase,  the  company  will  continue  to  work  the 
property  paying  the  Government  5  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts 
during  the  first  five  years,  this  proportion  to  be  increased  by  5 
per  cent,  every  five  years  until  a  maximum  payment  of  30  per 
cent,  of  the  gross  receipts  shall  be  reached.  The  company  is 
exoneiated  from  payment  of  municipal  taxes  for  a  period  of  10 
years.  The  president  of  the  company  is  Mr.  T.  N.  Vail  of  New 
York,  and  the  legal  representative  in  the  Argentine  Republic, 
Mr.  C.  R  Thursby  of  Buenos  Ayres.  The  system  of  the  plant  is 
alternating  current  with  60  cycles,  having  a  voltage  of  10,000 
volts  at  Bamba,  brought  down  to  2,000  volts  at  the  Transformer 
Station  in  Cordoba,  for  the  city  lines,  and  afterwards  again  trans- 
formed down  to  115  volts  for  the  houses. 

The  present  installation  at  Bamba  gives  1,500  horse-power, 
and  the  company  is  now  adding  a  further  installation  of  the  same 
Amount,  thus  bringing  the  total  saleable  power  to  3,000  horse- 
power. This  will  still  leave  room  for  a  third  flume  pipe  which, 
when  added,  will  increase  the  power  to  4,500  horse-power. 

The  company  supplies  power  to  some  52  factories,  bakeries, 
mills,  &c.,  the  motors  thus  in  use  giving  an  aggregate  of  about  550 
horse-power. 

The  company  also  supplies  power  to  the  new  carbide  factory 
for  heating  their  ovens.  At  present — until  the  extensions  are 
completed — the  company  only  gives  them  what  power  they  have 
available  (surplus — up  to  full  load),  but  later  on  they  will  use  up 
to  1,500  horse-power.    ^ 

There  are  now  about  700  to  800  private  houses,  shops,  &c., 
lighted  by  electric  light  in  Cordoba,  giving  a  total  of  about  8,500, 
equivalent  to  16  candle-power  lamps. 

The  streets  of  Cordoba  are  lighted  by  230  municipal  lamps, 
90  per  cent,  of  which  are  2,000  candle-power  direct  cuiTent  arc 
lamps,  the  current  being  changed  from  alternating  to  direct  by 
means  of  synchronous  motors  and  dynamos  in  the  company's  works 
at  Cordoba. 

The  carbide  of  calcium  factory,  the  property  of  Messrs.  Mann, 
George  and  Company,  Limited,  of  23,  Lime  Street,  London,  is 
situated  to  the  south  of  the  city  of  Cordoba  at  a  distance  of 
about  2  miles,  near  the  Malaguefto  Railway.    The  capital  invested 
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is  30,000/.     The  buildings  are  of   brick,  roofed  with   corrugated 
iron. 

The  motive  power  is  electricity  supplied  by  the  Cordoba  Light 
and  Power  Company,  and  the  present  installation  is  built  to 
consume  1,000  horse-power. 

The  machinery,  received  mostly  from  France,  consists  prin- 
cipally of  :  — 

Four  large  transformers  for  the  furnaces  (one  for  each  furnace) ; 
one  small  transformer  for  the  accessory  machinery;  two  small 
transformers  for  the  table  of  distribution  of  power ;  crushing  and 
mixing  machines  for  the  primary  matter;  breaking  and  sifting 
machines  for  the  carbide ;  mixing  machines  for  the  agglomerates 
for  the  electrodes ;  a  full  set  of  machines  for  making  drums  for 
packing  carbide ;  carpenter  and  ironworker's  shops  and  smithy. 

Tliere  are  four  furnaces,  only  two  of  which  are  now  working 
for  want  of  the  necessary  motive  power,  and  there  are  two  ovens 
for  baking  the  electrodes. 

The  present  output  is  about  25  tons  of  carbide  per  month, 
which  will  be  increased  to  100  tons  as  soon  as  the  requisite  electric 
power  is  obtained. 

The  electrodes  are  made  of  electric  carbon  obtained  from 
Germany,  and  which  are  cemented  together  at  the  factory  with 
pitch  and  coal-tar  obtained  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  coke 
obtained  from  Rosario. 

The  factory  was  inaugurated  on  October  20,  1900,  and  started 
work  on  January  1,  1901.  The  number  of  hands  employed  varies 
from  35  to  40. 

The  primary  matters  used  in  making  the  carbide  are  lime 
which  is  obtained  fiom  the  quarries  at  Malaguefio,  brought  to  the 
factory  over  a  distance  of  about  15  miles  by  the  Malaguefio 
Eailway,  and  anthracite  small  coal  obtained  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  director  of  the  factory  states  that  the  quality  of  the 
<»rbide  is  superior  to  that  imported  and  the  demand  good  and 
increasing. 

Another  carbide  factory  is  about  to  be  constructed  in  the 
Cordoba  mountains  alongside  of  the  Cordoba  and  North-Western 
Eailway  Company's  track  near  Casa  Bamba  Station,  the  initiator 
being  a  Senor  Molet  of  Buenos  Ayres,  who  is  raising  the  capital 
in  this  Republic.  The  machinery  for  this  factory  is  now  in  the 
custom-house  in  Buenos  Ayres  ready  to  forward  to  Cordoba. 

A  dam  is  being  built  across  the  River  Primero  at  the  place 
above  mentioned  to  obtain  the  necessary  head  of  water  for  the 
supply  of  electric  power  which  will  be  utilised  by  this  factory. 

The  principal  of  the  public  works  are  the  irrigation  works.  Public  works. 
The  San  Roque  dam,  constructed  in  the  years  1886-90  (at  a  cost 
of  4,260,000  dol.  national  currency  (414,000/.))  in  a  gorge  in  the 
mountains  some  25  miles  from  the  city,  holds  the  waters  of  the 
River  Primero  and  has  a  capacity  of  260,000,000  cubic  metres 
<of  water,  which,  distributed  by  the  irrigation  canals,  irrigates  a 
maximum  area  of  40,000  hectares  (say,  99,000  acres). 
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The  Rivera  Indarte  Theatre,  constructed  iii  1891  at  the 
expense  of  the  Government,  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
luxurious  theatres  in  the  Eepublic. 

The  Penitentiary,  partly  finished,  and  on  which  work  has  been 
suspended  during  the  last  decade,  has  cost  873,000  doL  (76,000/.). 

The  Las  Heras  Park,  laid  out  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rivei 
Primero,  cost  258,000  dol.  (22,400/.).  The  water  and  gasworks, 
municipal  property,  cost  867,000  dol.  (75,400/.).  In  the  construc- 
tion of  school  buildings  in  the  city  of  Cordoba,  the  Government 
has  spent  during  the  last  10  years  a  sum  of  350,000  dol. 

In  1898  the  municipality  invested  a  sum  of  139,000  dol. 
(12,000/.)  in  the  canalisation  of  a  short  section  of  the  River 
Primero  within  the  city  boundary,  and  the  construction  of  a 
;itone  dam  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  lake  for  regattas,  but 
owing  to  lack  of  the  provision  of  means  for  keeping  the  lake 
bed  clean  it  has  silted  up  completely  and  there  is  a  project 
under  consideration  for  destroying  the  dam. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 

Buenos  Ayresfor  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Hankin. 

(Receiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  May  9,  1901.) 

The  past  year  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a  fair  one  for  the  trade  €^«Ileral 
and  commerce  of  the  Argentine  Republic.  The  various  figures  wmarks. 
and  tables  in  the  following  pages  show  a  falling-off  in  the  value 
of  both  imports  and  exporte  to  and  from  the  Eepublic,  though 
values  alone,  as  is  explained  later  on,  cannot  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration as  showing  a  true  condition  of  trade  in  this  Kepublic. 
The  wool  industry  is  a  sufficient  and  convincing  example  of  this 
point ;  during  the  latter  months  of  1899,  the  price  of  wool  beinc; 
so  high,  an  enormous  quantity,  about  three-quarters  of  the  clip,  I 
believe,  was  shipped  out  of  the  country,  and  this  naturally  helped 
to  swell  the  export  value  of  that  year.  During  the  past  year  a 
heavy  fall  took  place  in  the  value  of  wool,  and  in  consequence 
some  of  the  1899  clip  and  the  whole  of  the  1900  clip  remains 
here  waiting  a  rise  in  price.  The  value  of  wool  at  present 
stored  in  this  country  is  estimated  at  some  8,000,000/.  sterling. 
The  closing  of  the  British  and  European  ports  to  the 
importation  of  live-stock  from  the  Eepublic  is  another  factor 
which  accounts  for  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  exports. 
Sugar,  too,  though  a  bounty-fed  article,  shows  a  falling-off  in  the 
quantity  exported.  Flour,  owing  to  one  cause  and  another  also 
shows  a  decline  in  the  value  exported.  Many  of  the  remaining 
expoi-ts  from  this  country  show  an  increase  in  quantity  and  pre- 
sumably in  value.  The  linseed  crop  of  the  past  year  has  been 
exceptional  and  unprecedented  and  the  enormous  export  of  this 
crop  must  be  put  to  the  benefit  of  the  Kepublic.  The  maize  crop 
is  expected  to  be  double  that  of  1899.  The  wheat  crop  of  1899- 
1900  was  the  largest  ever  exported.  The  weather  during  the 
winter  of  the  past  year,  from  June  to  October,  was  excessively 
wet  and  the  inundations  over  the  whole  country,  and  especially 
the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  wrought  sad  havoc  with  farmers  in 
loss  of  stock  and  farm  produce  generally.  The  breaking  out  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  was  another  incident  to  be  deplored,  not  so 
much  from  the  consequent  mortality,  which  was  comparatively 
light,  as  from  the  closing  of  foreign  ports  to  Argentine  live-stock 
(787)  A  2 
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shipments.  The  financial  condition  of  the  country,  as  a  whole,  is 
as  good  as  it  was  a  year  ago.  At  the  moment  of  writing  this 
report  some  bad  failures  have  occurred  here,  one  of  them,  owing 
almost  entirely,  it  is  said,  to  the  drop  in  the  value  of  wool.  The 
stability  of  the  paper  currency  throughout  the  whole  year  in  its 
ratio  as  compared  to  gold  should  have  borne  good  fruit  and  assured 
a  certain  amount  of  confidence  among  merchants.  The  keen  com- 
petition of  Germany  and  the  proportionate  percentaore  of  gain  in 
the  value  of  imports  from  that  country  may  bp  considered  as  an 
incentive,  rather  than  a  drawback,  to  British  merchants,  who 
undertake  to  spend  time  and  money  in  meeting  it,  but  unless  this 
energy  is  shown,  Germany*s  trade  with  this  country  will  increase 
to  the  detriment  of  British  trade.  The  United  States,  too,  has  a 
strong  hold  upon  this  country  in  cercain  kinds  of  goods,  in  some  a 
monopoly.  The  growth  of  and  improvements  in  the  city  of  Buenos 
Ayres  is,  by  the  casual  observer,  often  taken  to  mean  correspond- 
ing growth  or  improvement  over  the  whole  Kepublic  ;  this  is  not, 
however,  the  case,  and  what  this  country  needs  is  population 
The  questions  involved  in  this  great  problem  are  being  studied 
more  closely  by  the  Argentine  Government  each  year,  but  beneficial 
emigration  to  this  country  can  only  be  secured  when  it  is  shown 
that  the  emip;rant  is  able  to  do  better  here  than  elsewhere  under 
similar  conditions. 

The  various  branches  of  trade  and  commerce  are  dealt  with 
under  their  respective  headings  in  the  course  of  this  report,  and 
remarks  on  the  possibilities  of  this  Republic  as  a  field  for  the 
emigrant  of  the  upper  classes  with  capital  is  touched  upon. 
Importo.  The  falling-ofF  in  the  value  of  imports  is  a  symptom,  of  course, 

not  appreciated  in  foreign  markets,  and  shows  perhaps  that  the 
country  is,  as  a  whole,  well  suppKed  for  the  moment  with  goods 
and  that  merchants  are  not  importing  more  until  these  stocks  are 
sold.  The  value  of  imports  cannot,  however,  in  one  single  year, 
as  compared  with  a  preceding  one,  be  taken  to  bear  evidence  for 
or  against  the  prosperity  of  a  country  such  as  the  Argentine 
Kepublic.  A  close  examination  into  the  import  returns  for  the 
past  year  shows  that  in  some  cases  the  value  of  the  articles 
imported  is  less  than  in  1899  though  the  quantity  is  greater  or 
vice  versd.  The  value  of  the  imports  of  cattle,  sheep  and  mules 
shows  a  falling-o£f,  which  can  be  attributed  to  the  closing  of 
Argentine  ports  and  the  strict  regulations  imposed  by  the  Argentine 
Government  against  the  import  of  live-stock  for  a  part  of  the  year. 
To  specify  some  of  the  articles  imported  I  find  that  in  refined 
^*  ^*t^  *"^  sugar  there  has  been  an  increase  of  6,066  lbs.,  but  a  decrease  in 
iSth  previous  the  value  of  13,060/.  Spices  show  a  falling-off  of  1,162  tons  and 
year..  49,074/.  in  value.      Rice  shows  a  falling-off  of   1,290  tons  and 

20,646/.  in  value.  Tea  shows  an  increase  of  274  tons.  Raisins 
show  a  decrease  of  68  tons  and  a  decrease  in  value  of  2.531/. 
Coffee  shows  an  increase,  but  in  1899  the  value  of  coffee  is 
returned  at  60/.  per  ton,  whereas  in  1900  the  value  is  only  41/. 
per  ton,  which  makes  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  coffee 
imported  this  year  of  76,949/.  as  compared  with  that  of  the  pre- 


Comparison 
of  value  and 

bitiee 

previous 
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"xeding  year,  though  the  amount  imported  is  263  tons  more. 
Liquors  and  spirits  show  an  increase  in  value  of  53,143/.,  thougli 
in  some  of  tho  various  liquors  iinported  there  has  been  a  decrens.i 
in  quantity ;  the  supposition  is  therefore  that  the  quality  is  better. 
Whiskey,  bottled,  shows  an  increase  of  4,689  dozen  and  274  gallons 
in  cask.  Bottled  beer  shows  an  increase  of  12,109  dozen.  The 
value  of  silk  imported  shows  an  increase  of  21,945/.,  silk  ribbon 
shows  an  increase  of  3,393/.  Silk  cloth  shows  an  increase  in 
quantity  of  11,123  lbs.,  but  a  decrease  in  value  of  6,393/. ;  silk  and 
wool  show  a  decrease  of  8,568/.,  and  silk,  wool  and  cotton  fabrics 
a  decrease  of  7,266/.  Singlets  show  an  increase  in  value  of 
3,745/.  Spun  wool  has  an  increased  value  of  15,529/.,  but  a 
decrease  in  quantity  of  36,290  lbs.  Silk  socks  show  an  increase 
of  271  lbs.,  but  a  decrease  in  value  of  682/.  Ready-made  clothing 
shows  an  increase  of  8,310/.,  felt  hats  an  increase  of  12,244/.,  soft 
wool  hats  of  6,399/.,  and  felt  for  making  hats  locally  shows  6,367/. 
less  in  the  value  imported,  which  does  not  speak  well  for  the  out- 
put of  the  local  hat  factories.  Blankets  shoV  a  decrease  in  value 
imported  of  7,100/.  Gloves  show  an  increase  in  quantity  of 
2,112  lbs.  but  a  decrease  in  value  of  716/.  Towels  show  an  increase 
in  quantity  of  24,375  Ite.,  but  a  decrease  in  value  of  3,901/.  Linen 
handkerchiefs  show  a  decrease  in  value  of  4,418/.  Linen  and 
cotton  sheeting  a  decrease  of  11,200/.  in  value.  Oils  show  an 
increase  of  47,845/.  Linseed  oil  an  increase  of  2,187/.  Kerosene 
an  increase  of  132,226  cases  and  an  increase  in  value  of  36,973/. 
Paper  pulp  shows  an  increaee  of  1,137  tons,  but  a  djcreast^  in  value 
of  2,473/.  Perfumery  a  decrease  of  906  boxes,  but  an  increase  in 
value  of  583/.  Patent  medicines  show  an  increase  of  23,000/. 
The  value  of  gunpowder  imported  amounts  to  98,848/.  Sulphate 
of  copper  shows  a  decrease  of  67,367  lbs.  weight,  but  an  increase 
in  value  of  653/.  Hessians  a  decrease  of  9,413  tons  and 
589,490/. 

A  sufficiently  large  number  of  articles  with  Iheir  increase  or  Official 
decrease  in  value  and  quantity  have  been  quoted  to  show  that  ^^j^** 
from  the  values  alone  of  imports  the  trade  of  this  country  cannot 
be  gauged  as  to  the  amount  actually  spent  thereon,  and,  when  it 
is  remembered  that  the  value  of  all  these  articles  is  placed  here 
by  the  custom-house  valuers  for  appraisement  for  duty,  not  on  the 
invoice  value,  which  is  presumably  the  amount  actually  paid  for 
the  articles  in  question  at  the  point  of  shipment,  but  on  what  is 
called  the  "  official  value,"  it  may  readily  be  seen  that  the  values 
given  for  the  imports  may  differ  very  materially  from  year  to  year 
and  yet  the  trade  of  the  purchasing  courtry  is  in  no  real  way 
affected  thereby  except  on  pupei-.  It  is  well  to  remark  that  the 
increase  or  deci'ease  quoted  in.  value  can  in  no  way  be  taken  as 
caving  an  approximate  value  by  itself  of  the  cdst  per  lb.  or  ton  of 
the  article  quoted ;  the  total  quantities  and  values  being  necessary 
for  this  deduction  to  be  made  accurately. 

The  following  figures  show  the  value  of  imports  into  this  QuMterly 
Eepublic  by  quarters  from  the  year  1896  in  million  of  pounds  f®*"'^^^. 
sterling : — 
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Year. 


1896— 

1  at  quarter 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 
1897— 

.  Itt  quarter 
"  2nd 

3rd 

4th 
1898— 

l»t  quarter 

2nd 

8rd 

4th 
1899— 

1st  quarter 

2nd 

8rd 

4th 
1900— 

1st  quarter 

2nd 

^rd 

4th 


•I 

>» 


» 


>i 


»« 


fi 


>i 


>» 


If 


)) 


»» 


Value  in  Millions. 


4-8 
4*2 
5-2 
5*4 

5  0 
3-5 
41 
4*5 

4-6 
40 
6-6 
4-6 


5-2 

•76 

4*9 

•64 

6-2 

-82 

6  1 

•74 

6  0 

•90 

3-9 

•44 

5*3 

•88 

40 

1-18 

76 
54 
64 
62 

76 

68 
68 
60 

58 
66 
58 
88 


Imports. 
Table  of 
certain 
articles. 


The  lalliDg-off  in  the  value  of  both  classes  of  merchandise  in 
the  second  quarter  of  the  past  year  is  tremendous,  and  in  the  last 
quarter  the  increase  in  the  value  of  merchandise  imported  free  of 
duty  is  apparent  and  the  highest  on  record ;  the  variations  in 
values  imported  during  the  four  quarters  is  indicative  of  fluctuating 
tiude.  There  is,  however,  another  item  which  might  be  called  the 
"  invisible "  value  of  imports,  that  is,  the  freight  paid  for  the 
carriage  of  merchandise  into  this  country,  and  a  glance  at  the 
return  of  shipping.  Annex  D,  will  show  what  proportion  of  that 
"  invisible  "  value  is  earned  by  the  British  shipowner  in  comparison 
with  others. 

The  table  given  and  marked  as  Annex  A  was  compiled  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Statistical  Department,  these  figures  usually 
not  being  published  for  some  months  after  the  termination  of  the 
year.  The  values  are  given  in  sterling  and  show  the  countries 
whence  these  articles  arrive.  The  totals  given  for  each  country 
and  each  article  are  in  themselves  explicit  enough  to  show  the 
bent  of  trade  with  this  Eepublic  and  tlie  countries  mentioned  in 
the  articles  designated. 

The  total  value  of  imports  into  the  Argentine  Republic 
amounted  during  the  year  1900  to  22.697,014/.,  as  compared  with 
23,370.134/.  in  1899 ;  these  items  are  exclusive  of  bullion  which 
was  valued  at,  for  1900,  1,441,911/.,  and  for  1899  at  482,752/. 


BUENOS  AYRES. 


The  value  of  imports  subject  to  duty  amounted  to  19,300,490/.,  of 
those  admitted  free  of  duty  to  3,339,652/.,  being  a  decrease  of 
1,115,657/.  for  the  first  mentioned  as  compai'e<l  with  1899,  nnd 
an  increase  of  442,537/.  on  the  latter  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  imports  and  exports  Buenos  Ajns 
entered  at  the  custom-house  at  Buenos  Ayres  during  the  year^^™ 
1900  as  compared  with  the  preceding  one : — 


Value. 
Year.  ! 

,    Importation. 


1900        19,768.858 


Exportation. 


£ 
13,806,515 


1^99         20,371,957  20,150,487 


from  which  it  may  be  seen  that  there  was  a  decrease  of  603,099/. 
in  the  year  1900  in  the  imports  and  6,343,972/.  in  the  exports,  as 
compared  with  the  year  18§9.  The  value  of  articles  imported 
into  the  port  of  Buenos  Ayi-es  bears  a  ratio  of  8709  per  cent,  of 
the  total  imports  of  the  Republic,  and  of  those  exported  from  it  a 
ratio  of  4465  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports  of  the  Republic. 

The  total  imports  for  the  year  1900  show  a  decrease  of  2'8  per 
cent,  when  compared  with  the  value  of  the  imports  for  1899. 

The  value  of  merchandise  exported  from  the  Argentine  Republic  BrporU. 
during  the  past  year  subject  to  duty  amounted  to  11,233,875/.,  of 
merchandise  free  of  duty,  19,686,207/.,  that  of  bullion  to  696,168/., 
or  a  decrease  of  8,939,809/.  over  the  amount  of  the  first  mentioned 
as  compared  with  the  value  exported  in  1899,  and  an  increase  in 
free  goods  of  2,876,385/.,  and  an  increase  during  the  year  1899  in 
bullion  of  562,165/.  over  the  past  year.  From  the  foregoing  figures, 
excluding  the  bullion,  it  may  be  seen  that  there  is  a  falling-off  in 
the  total  value  of  exports  of  6,063,423/.,  as  compared  with  the 
value  exported  in  1899.  Adding  thia  to  the  decreased  value  of  tlie 
imports,  we  find  tliat  there  has  been  a  total  loss  in  trade  values  to 
the  whole  Republic  of  6,736,548/.,  as  compared  with  the  year  1899. 
The  total  exports  for  1900,  when  compared  with  the  year  1899, 
show  a  falling-ofF  of  16  3  per  cent. 

The  following  figures  show  the  quarterly  value  of  the  exports  Qvarterly 
in  millions  of  pounds  sterling  since  the  year  1896 : —  return  of 
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Year. 

Value  in 
Millions. 

£ 

1896— 

let  quarter 

•  •                  •  • 

7-8 

and      „ 

6-2 

3rd       „ 

41 

4th       „ 

5-2 

1897— 

iBt  quarter 

8-7 

2nd       „ 

4-8 

Srd       „ 

3  1 

4th       „ 

43 

1898— 

let  qaarter 

8-8 

2nd      „ 

7-6 

Srd       „ 

8-7 

4th       „ 

6-7. 

1899— 

o 

let  quarter 

9-5 

2nd       „ 

'    8-3 

3rd       „ 

5-7 

4th       „ 

13-4 

1900- 

Ist  quarter 

..    i  .. 

10-5 

2nd       „ 

8-3 

Srd       „ 

5-6 

4th       „ 

6-4 

Percentage  of 
trade. 


The  fourth  quarter  of  1899  bears  a  higher  ratio  than  any 
quarter  before  or  since,  and  the  last  three  quarters  of  this  year 
show  a  decided  falling-ofif. 

The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  trade  carried  on 
with  Argentina  during  the  year  1900,  as  compared  with  1899, 
by  the  countries  named  for  both  imports  and  exports  : — 


1900. 


1899. 


Country. 


United  Kixigdom 
G-ermany 
Italy      . . 
United  States 
ITrance  • . 
Belgium 
Brazil    . . 


Imports. 


Per  3ent. 

841 

14-7 

13  1 

11-9 

9-6 

7-4 

3-3 


Exports. 


Per  cent. 

15-5 

13  0 

2-8 

4-5 

12*3 

11-6 

4  0 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Per  cent. 

37-3 

11  -l 

11-8 

18-2 

9-4 

8  1 

4-1 


Percent. 

11-8 

16-9 

2-7 

4-1 

22-4 

13-2 

3-2 


The  following  table  gives  the  gain  or  loss  designated  by  plus  or 
minus  sign  comparing  the  two  past  years : — 
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Country. 


United  Kingdom 

G-ermany     . . 

Italy 

United  States 

France 

Belgium 

Brazil 


Imports. 

Export. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cant. 

-       11-4 

+ 

9-9 

t       28  1 

■  — 

81-8 

+         8-3 

~ 

12-6 

-       13-1 

— 

10-2 

•7 

— 

54  1 

-       10-4 

~ 

26-6 

-       22-1 

12  1 

It  may  thus  be  seen  that  the  only  two  of  the  above  named 
countries  whose  trade  with  this  Republic  has  increased  during  the 
past  year  are  Germany  and  Italy.  The  percentage  of  gain  for 
Spain  in  imports  has  been  15-4  per  cent,  and  exports  52*8  per  cent 
The  loss  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  pastoral  products  as  com- 
pared with  1899  amounted  to  8,818,604Z. ;  the  gain  in  the  exports 
of  agricultural  products  to  2,454,071/.;  in  timber  products  a  gain 
of  260,000/. ;  in  various  other  products  a  gain  of  81,108/. 

The  table  marked  Annex  B  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  Bxporti  and 
and  the  exports  from  and  to  the  countries   designated   therein,  ^^JJ[^ 
together  with  the  vdue  of  the  increase  and  decrease  as  compared 
with  the  year  1899,  and  the  balance  of  trade  for  or  against  this 
Eepublic. 

Annex  C,  taken  from  the  "  Review  of  the  River  Plate,"  gives 
the  destination  and  quantity  of  the  principal  exports  from  this 
Republic  for  the  year  1900  and  a  comparison  of  the  totals  of 
that  and  of  the  previous  year. 

The  lighting  of  the  channel  by  means  of  luminous  buoys  has  Shipping, 
resulted  in  permission  being  granted  for  vessels  to  leave  the  port 
at  night-time. 

The  table  marked  Annex  D  gives  the  nationality,  the  number 
and  tonnage  of  all  vessels  entering  and  leaving  this  port.  By  a 
comparison  with  the  return  of  British  shipping  for  the  year  1899 
it  may  be  seen  that  242  fewer  vessels  entered  this  poit  in  1900 
than  in  the  previous  year,  with  a  corresponding  decrease  in  tonnage. 
This  loss  is  made  up  by  24  sailing  vessels  and  218  steamers,  and 
may  be  attributed  mainly  to  the  closing  of  foreign  ports  to 
Argentine  livestock  shipments,  together  with  the  stoppage  of  ship- 
ments of  horses  for  South  Africa  by  the  British  Remount  Com- 
mission. Other  countries'  tonnage  has  not  varied  in  the  same 
proportion  as  British  tonnage ;  that  of  Germany  shows  an  increase 
of  25,000  tons.  It  may  be  seen  that  the  British  tonnage  entering 
and  clearing  from  this  port  exceeds  that  of  all  the  other  nations 
put  together. 

The  Hamburg-South  American  Company  has  obtained  from  New 
the  Government  a  concession  to  put  a  line  of  steamers  into  the  J^ana^^ip 
trade   between    Buenos   Ayres   and    the   southern   ports    of    the 
Republic.     This  line  will  run  in  connection  with  the  Ime  of  that 
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company  already  established  between  Buenos  Ayres  and  European 
ports,  and  the  first  steamers  will  start  a  bi-monthly  service.  No 
subsidy  is  asked  for  from  the  Government,  only  the  guarantee 
that  no  other  line  shall  put  on  opposition  boats.  This  is  a  service 
which  will  in  time  become  very  important  and  will  open  up 
a  country  rich  in  arable  and  pastoral  resources,  but  as  yet  held 
back  from  any  j^eat  development  simply  for  the  want  of  adequate 
means  for  transportation.  A  new  line  of  steamers  has  also  been 
started  to  trade  between  Barcelona  and  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  following  figures  show  the  increase  of  tonnage  entering 
this  port  year  by  year  since  the  year  1889  : — 


Year. 


Regifltcred 
Tonnage. 


1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


3,804,037 
4,507,096 
4,546,729 
5,476,942 
6,177,819 
6,866,123 
6,894,934 
8,115,547 
7,365,405 
8,106,950 
8,741,935 


Note.— These  figures  include  the  river  and  coasting  trade. 


Qrtdn 
elerators. 


Grain  elevators  are  shortly  to   be  built  in  this  city  by  the 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Rosario  Ilailway  and  the  Central  Argentine 
Railway  Companies.     The  project  is  one  which  is  not  a'  day  before 
its  time  and  an  improvement  that  will  benefit  British  shipping  and 
the  port  very  materially.     These  elevators  are  to  be  erected  on  the 
south  side  of  Dock  No.  2  ;  their  capacity  is  to  be  about  100,000 
tons ;  vessels  will  be  loaded  more  quickly  than  heretofore,  being 
able  to  come  alongside  the  elevators.     Steamers  now  often  going 
to  up-river  ports  to  load  will  l^e  able  to  obtain  their  cargoes  here, 
the  cost  of  freight  to  Buenos  Ayres  by  railway  being,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, calculated  to  be  under  that  of  thq,  cost  of  freight   and 
expenses  of  a  steamer  to  up-river  ports.     The  expenses  caused  by 
vessels  going  up  in  ballast  to  load  and  delay  in  loading  at  those 
ports  plus  possible  delay  caused  by  heavily-laden  steamers  getting 
into  shallow  water  in  a  falling  river  will  thus  be  saved.     It  is 
contended  that  elevators   might   be   advantageously  situated   at 
various  points  of  the  river  close  to  the  wheat-growing  districts, 
and  thus  a  second  handling  of  the  grain  be  avoided.     One  of  the 
principal  results  of  the  erection  of  elevators  in  this  port  will  be 
the  facilities  afforded  for  the  loading  of  grain  in  bulk  and  thus  a 
saving  of  time  and   expense   for  all  concerned.     I  feel  safe  in 
asserting  that  in  a  few  years  from  now  no  more  wheat  or  maize 
will  be  shipped  from  this  port  in  bags  than  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  fulfil  the  loading  regulations  prescril^ed  by  the  authorities. 
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According  to  data  collected  in  the  provinces  by  the  Agricul-  Linseed  crop 
tural  Department,  the  crop  of  linseed  for  this  year  will  give  the  of  1900. 
following  results : — 


Pforinoe. 


Buenof  Ayree 

Santa  F6     •  •  •  •         •  • 

Cordoba      

Entre  Rios  . . 

Total 


Quantity. 


Toni. 
100,000 
260,000 
107,000 

24,000 


48i,oeo 


From  this  amount  some  30,000  tons,  which  are  kept  for  home 
use,  have  to  be  deducted,  leaving  about  451,000  tons  for  export 

This  Republic,  according  to  official  information,  now  supplies 
half  the  linseed  consumption  of  the  world,  and  having  taken 
Russia's  place,  ranks  first  amongst  the  linseed-producing 
countries. 

223,000  tons  were  exported  in  1900,  being  the  crop  of  1899, 
or  less  than  half  the  quantity  in  the  country  for  export  this  year. 

Taking  the  average  price  at  lOL  per  ton,  this  oil-producing 
crop  represents  to  the  country  nearly  5,000,000/. 

The  following  figures  give  the  number  of  acres  sown   with  "Wlieat  and 
wheat  and   linseed    during   last   year ;  the  yield   for   wheat   is  J^!J^ 
much   less   than  the  previous  year,   for    linseed   much    better.  1900^. 
The  extraordinary  wet  winter  has  caused  the  wheat  to  outgrow 
its  strength  and  to  run  to  straw ;  this  has,  however,  been  bene- 
ficial to  linseed,  and  a  larger  amount  of  this  crop  will  be  ex- 
ported this  year  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  Republic ; 
the  price,  too,  of  the  latter  has  been  better  than  in  former  years. 
In  some  of  the  provinces,  however,  the  area  sown  with  wheat  and 
linseed  is  more  than  that  which  will  be  reaped.     The  province  of 
Buenos  Ayres  has  suffered  more  severely,  perhaps,  in  proportion, 
from  floods  than  other  provinces,  and  a  great  number  of  sheep 
and  cattle  have  been  lost  in  consequence  : — 

Season  of  1900-01. 


Proviticei. 


.SaDta  F^ 

Buenos  Ajres    . .         .  •         . . 
Cordoba  . .  . .         •  • 

Entre  Riot 
Other  proTinces. .         ••         •• 

Total       


Area  Sown  with — 


Wheat. 


Linseed. 


Acres. 

8,707,185 

2,292,500 

1,566,500 

708,287 

180,000 


Acres. 

870,695 

271,710 

228,975 

147,000 


8,44.9,372 


1,518,880 
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With  regard  to  linseed  the  following  remarks  are  interesting, 
they  are  taken  from  ''  The  Review  of  the  River  Plate  " : — 

"The  seed  is  sown  in  the  late  autumn  and  early  winter 
months,  from  April  to  June,  according  to  the  part  of  the  country 
in  which  it  is  sown.  Farmers  provide  their  own  seed,  and  this  is 
generally  some  that  has  been  kept  over  from  the  previous 
harvest,  and  it  is  due  to  this  system  on  the  part  of  farmers  of 
harvesting  and  re-sowing  and  never  changing  the  seed  that  pre- 
vents crops  from  being  as  plentiful  and  well-developed  as  they 
would  be  if  a  constant  change  of  i^eed  were  made.  The  majority 
of  farmers  contract  their  crops  before  the  crop  is  harvested,  either 
at  a  fixed  price,  or  at  a  price  to  be  fixed  at  the  time  of  delivery. 
Harvesting  commences  in  the  northern  provinces  in  October,  and 
extends  until  January  and  February,  according  to  the  district. 
The  receipts  of  seed  as  published  in  our  statistical  tables  do  not 
represent  the  entire  crop,  but  only  that  portion  arriving  at  ports 
of  export.  The  seed  that  finds  its  way  to  oil  mills  does  not  as  a 
rule  go  to  the  ports.  From  10  to  15  per  cent,  of  the  crops  is  used 
for  manufacturing  purposes." 
State  of  the  The  following  remarks  taken  from  a  report  made  in  December 

if^ld^nd  ^^^^  ^^  ^^'  ^"^*^^^  Lahitte,  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Agricultural 
wheat.*^  *"  ^^^  Rural  Statistics  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  are  interest- 
FroTinoe  of  ing.  They  apply  solely  to  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  are 
Buenos  Ayree.  made  from  personal  observation : — 

"  A  harvest  of  wheat  can  be  considered  good  when  it  produces 
an  average  of  17^  bushels  per  acre  ;  that  of  linseed  when  it  pro- 
duces 880  lbs.  per  acre.  This  is  the  average  which  is  obtained 
from  countries  where  more  attention  is  paid  to  agriculture,  and 
where  agricultural  practices  are  more  perfected  than  in  ours.  .  .  . 
The  highest  average  returns  which  have  been  obtained  in  countries 
extensively  cultivated  do  not  exceed  44  bushels  per  acre.  In  the 
province  of  Buenos  Ayres  yields  of  44  to  51^  bushels  per  acre  for 
wheat,  and  2,200  to  2,464  lbs.  per  acre  for  linseed  have  been  made, 
but  alongside  of  these  beautiful  examples  ^of  the  fertility  of  our 
soil  obtained  by  constant  labour  on  the  part  of  a  few  intelligent 
farmers,  are  to  be  found  returns,  as  low  as  from  352  to  264  lbs. 
per  acre,  bringing  the  average  yield  down  to  from  11-40  to  13*20 
bushels  per  acre.  Undoubtedly  not  only  are  bad  agricultural 
practices  responsible  for  these  low  returns,  but  also  the  variations 
of  climate,  which  have  a  very  marked  influence  on  the  increase 
or  decrease  of  these  yields.  But  notwithstanding  these  circum- 
stances, which  it  is  impossible  to  foresee,  be  the  year  good  or  bad, 
harvest  returns  are  lowered  or  lost  owing  to  the  ignorance  or 
negligence  shown  by  a  part  of  the  farmers  who  are  careless  of  the 
rudimentary  elements  of  practical  agriculture." 

The  marvellous  returns  of  wheat  produced  in  the  1899-1900 
crop  would,  however,  it  seems  to  me,  tend  to  bring  out  in  greater 
prominence  the  suitable  season  as  a  resultant  factor  in  the 
ultimate  out-turn  of  the  crop  of  wheat,  rather  than  a  careful  or 
careless  system  of  farming  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Lahitte. 
^^^'rand"''^        From   an   extensive    report    furnished    to   the    Agricultural 

linseed. 
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« 

Department  by  Mr.  Laiguid  respecting  the  cultivation  of  wheat  ProTinot  ol 
and  linseed  in  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  following  items  Bneno«  Ajivt. 
are  translated.  The  yield  of  wheat  in  the  districts  where  culti- 
vation may  be  said  to  have  been  thoroughly  established  appears 
to  be  on  an  average  per  acre  17"60  bushels  and  for  linseed 
14*66  bushels.  This  return  of  wheat  is  613  bushels  per  acre  in 
excess  of  the  average  yield  for  the  whole  wheat-growing  area  of 
the  Bepublic.  In  particular  and  well  chosen  places  of  the 
province  as  much  as  30  bushels  to  the  acre  for  wheat  and 
19  bushels  for  linseed  have  been  obtained.  Taking  districts 
where  cultivation  has  not  yet  attained  its  best,  the  yield  of  wheat 
drops  on  an  average  to  12  bushels  per  acre. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exportation  of  wheat  in  tons  Wheat 
from  this  Kepublic  from  the  year  1892  until  1899 : —  expopto. 


Tear. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1892-98 

470,100 

1893-94 

>         • 

V                             1 

1,008,700 

1894-95 

■         •  1 

k 

1,608,200 

1895-96 

.  1 

1                     1 

1,010,200 

1896-97 

■ 

• 

532,000 

1897-98 

•  < 

1                    a 

101,000 

1898-99 

1         •  1 

.. 

645,100 

1899-1900   . 

.  • 

« 

2,273,600 

From  the  oflBcial  report  of   the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  the  Wheat 
following  figures  are  extracted  concerning  the  wheat  harvest  of  5SiJ,®!h 
this  year  in  the  Republic : — 


1900-01. 


Provinces. 


Area  8owu 
with  Wheat. 


.Buenos  Ayrcs  .  •         . .         •  • 

Cordoba.  •  . . 
Santa  Fe 

Elntre  Rios  . .         . .         •  • 

Average  yield  per  acre  .  .• 

Other  provinces  and  territories 

I 

Total      . .         . .         •  • 

Local  consumption  in  flour  .  •  i 
Wheat  exported  in  flour  . .  | 
Seed  for  home  requirements  . . 


Acres. 
2,875,000 
1,409,850 
3,707,135 

703,237 


Yield  oer 
Acre. 


Bushels. 

16-41 

14*93 

9-33 

5-23 


11-47 


Quantity. 


lonfl. 

1,207,500 

563,940 

900,000 

100,000 


2,771,440 
100,000 


2,871,440 


600,000 

80,000 

200,000 


880,000 


Leaving,  according  to  these  figures,  slightly  under  2,000,000  tons  as 
available  for  export.  Since  the  compilation  of  these  figures,  how- 
ever, the  Entre  Rios  and  Santa  Fi  crop  has  not  turned  out  any- 
thing like  the  amount  credited  to  it  as  a  probable  yield,  hence  the 
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Crop  returns, 
1890-^1900. 

Annex  £. 


Argentine 

•gricultorftl 

■tudentt. 


Wool, 
reduction 
of  export 
duty. 


aihount  given  as  available  for  export  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  likely 
to  be  realised,  and  1,250,000  tons  as  the  result  of  this  year's 
harvest  is  likely  to  be  nearer  the  actual  amoutat  available  for 
export. 

The  harvest  in  the  Argentine  Republic  takes  place  during  the 
months  of  December  and  January,  and  better  estimates  of  crops 
are  not  obtainable  until  May  or  June  following,  so  that  the  figures 
given  in  Annex  E,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  are  of  interest  though 
applicable  to  last  year's  harvest.  The  present  season's  crop  is 
now  beginning  to  be  shipped,  and  accurate  figures  of  returns 
from  each  particular  district  are  not  yet  available  though  an 
estimate  of  the  whole  crop  is  given.  During  the  harvest  of 
1899-1900  3,253  thrashers  were  at  work  in  the  provinces  of 
Cordoba,  Entre  Rios,  Santa  F^,  and  Buenos  Ayres.  In  the 
national  territories  and  provinces  not  mentioned  in  the  table, 
Annex  E,  the  crop  is  put  down  at  60,000  tons. 

The  exportation  of  maize  is  this  year  expected  to  be  double 
that  of  last  year,  and  of  excellent  quality.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  out 
of  the  way  to  remark  in  connection  with  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  a  better  system  of  maize  cultivation  that  there  are 
seven  Argentine  students  at  the  Guelph  Agricultural  College, 
Canada,  making  a  study  of  methods  of  farming  as  employed  there 
with  a  view  to  using  and  imparting  the  knowledge  they  may  gain 
there  to  the  improvement  of  agricultural  methods  in  vogue  in 
this  Republic.  But  the  utter  dissimilarity  of  the  two  countries' 
climatic  conditions  is  against  much  similarity  of  methods  being 
followed. 

The  following  extract  translated  from  a  Presidential  Decree 
puts  the  status  of  the  wool  producers  of  this  Republic  in  a  very 
clear  light : — 

'*  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  persistent  low  price  of 
wool  has  caused  a  paralysis  in  the  comnierce  of  that  important 
branch  of  production,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  National 
Grovernment  to  favour,  so  far  as  possible,  the  realisation  of  the 
pastoral  products  exported,  and  considering — 

"  1st.  That  the  export  duty  on  wool  Is  4  per  cent,  on  the  tariff 
value. 

"2nd.  That  this  value,  3  dol.  gold  (12«.  6d.)  per  10  kilos. 
(22  lbs.)  was  fixed  on  February  1  last,  whereas  the  present  average 
value  on  embarkation  does  not  exceed  2  dol.  gold  (8s.  4rf.)  so  that 
the  duty  represents  an  increase  of  the  duty  from  4  to  6  per  cent. 

"  3rd.  That  notwithstanding  the  sacred  obligations  imposed  on 
the  Government  by  the  service  of  amortisation  of  the  foreign 
debt  which  have  to  be  fulfilled  during  this  year,  it  is  preferable  to 
ask  Congress  to  provide  other  resources  for  it,  in  case  the  ordinary 
revenues  should  not  suffice. 

"The  Vice-President  in  exercise  of  the  Executive  Power 
decrees — 

"  Ist.  From  February  1  next  the  value  of  2  dol.  gold  (8s.  4d,) 
per  10  kilos.  (22  lbs.)  is  fixed  for  wool  referred  to  in  the  item 
No.  3,360  of  the  existing  tariff  of  values. 
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"  2nd.  This  value  shall  be  considered  as  transitory  while  the 
present  low  prices  are  maintained." 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  bales  and  destination  Wool, 
of  the  wool  exported  from  this  Republic  during  the  past  wool  •^po'*^  o^- 
season,  viz.,  from  October  1,  1899,  to  September  25, 1900,  com- 
pared with  an  equal  period  of  the  1898-99  season  : — 


Deetination. 


DuDkirk  .. 

Antwerp  . . 

Hamburg 

Bremen   .. 

Genott 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Bordeaux 

Havre 

Marseilles 

Barcelona 

Rotterdam 


Total 


Quantity. 


1899-1900. 


Bales. 

158,449 

116,648 

45,442 

36,201 

10,318 

21,674 

21,613 

1,744 

5,227 

5,875 

359 

406 


424,046 


1898-99. 


Bales. 

218,222 

66,471 

91,619 

35,719 

7,852 

13,138 

11.391 

440 

12,259 

7,007 

83 


464,201 


The  differences  between  the  exports  of  1898-99  and  1899-1900 
is  40,155  bales  in  favour  of  the  former  season's  export 

The  number  of  bales  of  wool  exported  since  October  1,  1900, 
until  December  31  last,  are,  taken  from  Messrs.  Staudt  and  Co.'s 
circular  of  wool  shipments,  46,360  bales. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  bales  and  the  destina- 
tion of  wool  exported  from  October  up  to  December  29,  1900, 
as  compared  with  the  quantity  exported  during  the  same  period 
of  1899 :— 


•k.v 


Destination. 


Dunkirk  . . 

Antwerp . .  . .  . .  .  • 

Hamburg  ..  ..         .. 

Bremen  •  •         . .         • .         . . 
Genoa  . .  •  • 

United  Kingdom  .  • 

United  States 

Bordeaux 

juavre      ..         *•  •■         •. 

Marseilles 

Rotterdam 

Total 


Quantity. 


1000. 


1899. 


Bales. 

Bales. 

15.101 

83,806 

4,488 

52,635 

♦>,565 

21,271 

1.761      ' 

20,162 

1 

464 

7,679 

7,946 

12,776 

1,072 

4,046 

257 

1,268 

148 

2,436 

•  • 

8,276 

•  • 

37 

87,802 

209.392 
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The  difference  between  these  amounts  sliows  a  falling-off  for 
the  year  1900  of  171,590  bales,  and  speaks  only  too  plainly  of  the 
utter  collapse  owing  to  the  fall  in  prices  in  one  of  the  staple 
.    products  of  the  Argentine  Republic. 

The  butter  industry  has  received  somewhat  of  a  stimulus  recently, 
one  company  having  exported  6,000  boxes  lately.  The  exports 
for  the  year  reach  over  2,000,000  lbs.,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  the 
production  of  butter  is  not  carried  out  on  a  lai-ger  scale  in  this 
Republic.  Butter  merchants  in  London  are  enquiring  for 
Argentine  butter,  and  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  and  of 
seizing  opportimities  for  butter-making  to  become  one  of  the 
staple  industries  of  the  Republic.  Capital  is,  however,  needed 
to  establish  depots  in  places  where  the  butter  can  be  received  as 
collected  from  small  farmers,  and  there  stored  until  a  sufficient 
quantity  is  gathered  to  make  up  a  shipment.  In  a  countrj^  of 
great  distances  and  comparatively  restricted  transportation 
facilities,  perishable  articles  are  naturally  set  aside  and  ignored, 
and  preference  given  to  articles  more  easy  to  be  handled  and 
shipped. 

The  cheese  made  in  tliis  Republic  is  already  well  known  but 
its  export  has  actually  fallen  off,  while  importation  is  increasing 
every  year.  Yet  excellent  cheese  can  be  and  is  made  at  Carcarafta 
and  in  a  dairy  farm  near  Mar  del  Plata,  the  former  in  the 
American,  the  latter  in  the  British  fashion,  both  being  far 
superior  to  Dutch  cheese,  which  is  also  largely  imported. 
Floor  exports.  The  Argentine  millers  have  been  greatly  concerned  of  late 
about  the  possibility  of  losing  much  of  their  trade  in  flour  which 
is  carried  on  with  Brazil,  owing  to  the  keen  competition  offered 
in  that  market  by  North  American  flour.  The  question  of  the 
Brazilian  tariff  has  resulted  in  a  conference  of  Argentine 
millers  to  study  the  question  and  to  take  steps  to  protect 
their  interests  in  the  Brazilian  market.  North  American  flour 
is  largely  exported  in  barrels,  and  the  necessity  of  these 
barrels  for  export  of  Ai'gentine  flour  is  evident  when  it  is  noted 
that  the  tariff  of  the  Brazilian  market  makes  distinction  between 
duty  payable  on  the  method  of  packing  of  the  flour  imported. 
The  first  shipment  of  flour  to  Brazil  in  barrels  was  made  this  year 
but  these  were  imported  from  the  United  States;  it  therefore 
behoves  the  Argentine  exporter  to  manufacture  his  own  barrels 
•  if  he  intends  to  ship  flour  packed  in  this  way ;  the  sacks  generally 
used  are  said  to  be  of  inferior  quality,  and  as  a  result  the  flour 
has  sufiered  in  transit ;  when  Argentine  flour  arrives  in  as  good  a 
condition  as  when  it  was  shipped,  it  is  reputed  as  being  better 
than  the  North  American  flour  imported  into  Brazil. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  Republic  has  within  itself 
wonderful  resources  for  the  production  and  working  up  for  export 
of  many  fibrous  plants,  but  unless  the  best  machinery  is  im- 
ported and  experienced  men  are  employed  in  looking  after  the 
industry,  which  means  outlay  of  capital,  little  or  no  good  will  be 
achieved.  Many  fibrous  plants  are  indigenous  to  the  country 
and  the  climatic  conditions  favourable  for  their  development,  but 
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with  little  or  no  coal  in  the  Bepublic  the  country  mast  at  present 
be  mainly  devoted  to  pastoral  and  affricultural  products. 

The  sugar  crop  though  shorter  this  year  thfui  last  is  said  to  be  Sufikr 
richer  in  juice  and,  therefore,  the  actual  return  of  sugar  will  be  ^^^' 
better  than  lest  year.    It  is  calculated  that  from  70,000  to  75,000  ^'''***- 
tons  will  represent  the  export  of  the  northern  provinces  for  the 
year.    About  90,000  tons  are  consumed  locally.    The  net  revenue 
from  sugar  to  the  Argentine  Bepublic  was  in  1899,  270,680/., 
the  gross  revenue  derived  was  636,130/.,  the  difference  between 
these  amounts  being  paid  to  the  exporters  as  bounty.    Thus, 
up  to  a  certain  point  only  is  Argentine  sugar  profitable  to  the 
nation.    Beyond  that  point  it  is  beneficial  only  to  markets  outside 
the  Bepublic. 

The  following  remarks  furnished  to  me  by  the  courtesy  of  Quebnoho, 
Messrs.  Bichards,  Stevens  and  Whiting  give  more  than  a  glimpse  •»?©»*•  of. 
into  the  growing  business  of  the  export  of  quebracho  and  quebracho 
extract : — 

Quebracho  Colorado  (red  quebracho)  is  a  bard  wood  which 
has  been  used  with  marked  success  in  all  the  principal  tanneries 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe  for  some  eight  or  10  years  past  and 
is  now  coming  into  general  use  in  the  United  States  of  North 
America. 

The  following  figures  show  how  the  export  of  quebracho  wood 
from  the  Argentine  Bepublic  has  increased  during  the  last  nine 
years,  viz. : — 


Year. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
lo9J  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  29,^00 

1895  :  165,000 

1900  1  226,000 


The  quebracho  tree,  known  to  exporters  as  Gran  Chaco  quality, 
is  found  in  a  large  belt  of  forest  which  commences  at  the  Fives 
lille  Station  in  the  province  of  Santa  F^,  and  nms  due  north  to 
the  26th  parallel  of  latitude.  This  belt  of  quebracho  forest  is 
about  15  to  20  miles  in  width  and  is  situated  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Biver  Parani  at  a  distance  of  several  miles  from  this 
river.  The  largest  works  are  at  Calchaqni,  Guampita,  Espin, 
Vera,  Colmena,  Garaboto,  Grolondrina,  and  other  stations  on  the 
line  of  railway  recently  purchased  by  a  French  company  from  the 
Santa  F^  Government 

Quebracho  Colorado  is  also  found  in  Corrientes  and  the  interior 
provinces  of  the  Argentine  Bepublic,  but  it  contains  a  smaller 
percentage  of  tannin  than  the  Gran  Chaco  wood  and  is,  therefore, 
not  exported,  but  a  ready  sale  is  found  for  it  in  the  Argentine 
Bepublic  for  railway  sleepers,  piles  for  wharves  and  bridges  and 
for  raftei-s  of  buildings.  The  durability  of  piles  and  sleepers  is 
vouched  for  by  such  authorities  as  Monsieur  J.  Courau,  Director 
of  the  Santa  F^  Bailways  and  Herr  F^duard  Muller  of  Buenos 
(787)  B 
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Ayres,  and  corroborated  by  the  managers  and  engineers  of  all  the 
principal  English  railway  companies  in  the  Argentine  fiepublic. 

The  Gran  Chaoo  wood,  eicported  for  tanning  purposes,  is 
shipped  in  the  form  of  logs  from  which  the  bark  and  sap-wood 
have  been  peeled. 

The  advantage  in  the  use  of  quebracho  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  tanning  process  is  quicker  and  cheaper  than  any  other.  The 
best  Gran  Chaco  wood  gives  the  leather  a  clear  light  yellow  tint 
and  considerably  increases  its  weight.  Very  good  results  are 
obtained  by  mixing  quebracho  with  hemlock,  oak,  gambier,  and 
other  tanning  materieds,  and  the  expense  of  tanning  sole  leather 
is  thereby  considerably  reduced. 

The  method  of  employing  quebracho  for  tanning  purposes  is 
ably  set  forth  by  Herr  Eduard  MuUer  in  his  pamphlet  on  the  subject 
and  he  gives  the  following : — 


It 


Comparative  Analysis. 


Qnebraobo  wood  from  the  Gran  Chaco  . . 

Empedrado 

Santiago  del  Eateio  


Tannic  Acid. 


Per  cent. 
22  to  28 
18  20 
10        17 


German 
factories  for 
quebracho 
extract. 


Quebracho 
■leepere, 
Talue  of, 
exported. 

Wine. 


The  specific  weight  of  the  poorer  kinds  of  quebracho  wood  is 
about  20  to  30  per  cent,  less  than  that  of  quebracho  from  the 
Gran  Chaco. 

For  some  years  the  quebracho  forests  have  been  worked  in  a 
very  primitive  manner,  but  lately  two  important  factories  for  the 
manufacture  of  extract  of  quebracho  have  been  erected  in  the 
Argentine  Republic  with  German  capital,  and  are  working  night 
and  day  and  giving  splendid  results,  and  British,  French,  and 
North  American  companies  are  now  considering  the  advisability 
of  putting  up  similar  factories  on  a  large  scale. 

Experiments  have  been  made  in  Germany,  Fiunce,  Spain,  and* 
the  United  •  States  with  quebracho  sleepers  for  railways,  and  mosj^- 
satisfactory  reports  are  coming  forward  regarding  their  uses  and  > 
lasting  properties.  *  ^ 

The  principal  port  for  the  shipment  of  Gran  Chaco  quebrachp. 
is  that  of  Colastin^  in  the  province  of  Santa  F^. 

The  value  of  quebracho  sleepers  exported  in  1900  amounted, 
to  47,000/. ;  in  1899,  to  3,000/. ;  of  quebracho  extract  in  1900/ to 
119,200/.;  in  1899,  to  63,400/.;  of  quebracho  logs  in  1500,  to 
479,600/. ;  in  1899,  to  318,800/. 

The  following  is  a  translation  from  a  local  paper : — 
"We  have    had    occasion    to    converse  with    several  wine, 
merchants  of  Mendoza  and  San  Juan,  the  two  principal  vine- 
growing  provinces,  who  assure  us  that  the  coming  vintage  wilj; 
supply  the  market  with  200,000  barrel  more  than  in  1900.  ^ 

'*  The  estimated  production  of  1900  is,  therefore,  aji  increase  of, 
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40  per  cent,  on  that  of  the  previous  vintage,  a  figure  that  speaks 
very  highly  for  the  Argentine  wine  industry. 

"And  yet  we  regret  to  note  that  though  the  production 
increases^  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  quality  of  the  wines  is 
modified  to  any  noticeable  (Bxtent,  and  the  country  imports  every 
year  enormous  quantities  of  ordinary  wine  from  France,  as  well 
as  from  Italy  and  Spain.  This  fact,  which  at  a  first  glance  appears 
strange,  is  explained  by  the  poor  quality  of  the  Argentine  wines, 
due  to  the  fact  that.tbe  native  wine  producers  devote  them- 
selves more  to  the  quantity  than  to  the  quality  of  the  stuff  they 
produce." 

There  is  no  disputing  the  fact  that  there  is  ample  room  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  wine  industry  in  this  country,  but  it  is  also 
true  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  study  the  subject  of  wine- 
producing  until  liquors  of  better  quality  are  produced  before  this 
market  can  become  independent  of  foreign  markets,  at  least  in 
common  wines. 

For  instance,  in  nine  months  of  1900,  from  January  to 
September,  the  Argentine.  Eepublic  has  imported  7,854,792 
gallons  of  common  wines,  worth  724,971/.,  a  sum  that  might  have 
gone  to  enrich  the  coffers  of  d  national  industry  if  wine-producing 
were  carried  out  with  all  the  improvements  of  modem  science. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  in  Gatde  and 
the  Argentine  Eepublic,  and  the  proportion  of  each  per  capita  of  ■heep, 
population    as    compaiipd    with    Jfew    Zealand,    Uruguay,    and"'^ 
Australia,  the  three  countries  which  come  nearest  to  this  Eepublic 
amongst  the  pastoral  countries,  and  I  am  not  in  the  least  optimistic 
when   I  say  that  there  is  no  reason,  as   far  as  land,  climatic 
conditions,    and    resources    are    concerned,    why    these    figures 
regarding  Argentina's  pastoral  wealth  should  not  be  quadiiipkd. 


Goontiy. 

Inhabltanta. 

Area. 

Catde. 

Slieep. 

Per  Capita  of 
Population. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Argratim    ... 
AtHMralift     ...       iM 
New  Zealand 
Uruguiy      ...  ^    ... 

4,200  000 

4,800;000 

800,000 

1,000,000 

2,903,000 

7,660,000 

272.000 

186»000 

28,000,000 

10,000,000 

800.000 

6,000,000 

110,000,000 
70,000,000 
18.000,000 
18,000,000 

6-666 
2*066 

1 
6 

2619 
14-586 
22.-5 
18 

Annex  F  gives  some  figures    regarding  railways    for    thisBailwHy 
Eepublic,  from  which  it  may  be  seen  that  tlje  average  interest  "♦arns 
paid  by  the  private  railways  amounted  to  31 1  per  cent.    The 
highest  return  of  interest  is  6*66  per  cent.,  and  the  lowest  '01  per 
cent. 

From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  to  what  extent  this  Import  of 
Eepublic  purchases  blood-stock  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the^^«^" 
returns  are  only  for  the  first  eight  months  of  the  past  year,  the  **^^* 
restriction  on  the  importation  of  stock  during  the  latter  part  of 
.the  year  preventing  any  importation. 
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Cattle, 


Durham      ..         ,,         ,.         ,.  ,, 

Shorthorn   ,,         ,.         ,.         ,,  ,, 

Hereford     .,         .,         .,         ,.  ., 

Jersey          ,,         ,,         ,.         ,,  ,, 

Polled  Angui         ., 

Flamenca    .,         ,,         ,,         ,,  ,, 

Yorious ,         ,,  ., 

Total       


Number. 


229 
41 
13 
I 
5 
4 
5 


298 


Shsep. 


Lincoln        ..  ••         .• 

Hampshire  .  •  •  •  . .  .  •  . . 

Shearthinir  ..  .,         ..  ..         ,. 

Kambouillet  

Oxford  Down  •»         .^         ..         •. 

Romney  Wash •         .. 

Shropshire  ••  ••         •.         ..         ,, 

Merino        ••  ••         ..         ..         •. 

Yorious       ••  «.         ..         ••         •, 

Total       


Number. 


1,424 

16 

C9 

262 

25 

38 

122 

4 

5,431 


I 


7,391 


Of  the  horses  imported  99  were  racehorses. 

Hordes  to  During  the  past  year  22,887   horses   have  been   shipped  to 

South  Africa,  gouth  Africa  by  the  Remount  Commission  ;  Argentine  horses  are 

now  known  the  world  over,  and  much  attention  has  been  directed, 

and  more  will  be  directed,  to  the  better  breeding  required  to 

produce  the  qualities  desired  by  purchasers  for  army  purposes. 

The  followiog  interestiDg  items  taken  from  a  publication  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  touches  on  the  history  of  the 
Argentine  animal : — 

"  The  Argentine  or  '  crioUo  *  horse  is  a  descendant  of  the  horses 
which  the  Spaniards  brought  with  them  at  the  time  of  the 
Conquest.  Pedro  Mendoza,  when  he  undertook  to  colonise  the 
River  Plate,  engaged  to  introduce  100  horses,  but  it  appears 
that  he  brought  only  72,  which  were  of  Andalusian  race.  Soon 
alte.r  having  founded  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Mendoza  was 
attacked  by  the  Indians  and  compelled  to  abandon  the  country, 
and,  according  te  tradition,  he  left  behind  him  12  horses  which  he 
was  unable  to  embark.  These  few  horses  have,  in  three  and  & 
half  centuries,  increased,  as  shown  by  the  census  of  1895,  to  nearly 
4,500,000,  of  which  more  than  4,000,000  are  'crioUos,'  about 
400,000  are  of  mixed  breeds  and  15,500  are  imported  animals  of 
pure  breed.  The  three  classes  are  valued,  on  the  average,  at  1/., 
5i,  and  lOOi  respectively,  and  the  aggregate  value  is  estimated  at 
nearly  7,650,000/.    The  only  other  countries  which  possess  more 
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horses  than  the  Argentine  Bepublic  are  Russia  and  the  United 
States.  The  '  crioUo '  horse  is  the  result  of  natural  selection  and 
the  struggle  for  life.  More  than  one-third  of  the  horses  belong  to 
the  province  of  Buenos  Ajres,  about  one-sixth  to  Entre  Bios,  one* 
eighth  to  Santa  F^  and  one-tenth  to  Cordoba." 

Neveitheless,  it  is  generally  admitted  that  as  regards  the 
"criollo"  horse  it  is  necessar}*  to  pay  some  attention  to  the 
preservation  and  development  of  its  fine  qualities  in  order  to 
prevent  its  de<;eneration,  and  also  to  fit  it  for  European  and 
especially  English  uses,  and  enable  it  to  become  an  important 
item  in  the  list  of  Argentine  exports.  The  opinions  of  experts  in 
the  matter  differ  greatly  as  to  the  manner  in  which  this  end 
should  be  attained.  If  the  demands  from  Europe  or  South  Africa 
for  Argentine  horses  should  prove  steady,  breeders  will  doubtless 
endeavour  to  provide  animals  that  will  find  a  ready  sale,  but  in 
the  absence  of  such  a  stimulus  it  is  unlikely  that  any  general  or 
serious  effort  will  be  made  to  improve  the  Argentine  horse. 

The  impetus  given  to  the  frozen  meat  trade  by  the  closing  of  Fwxen  meat 
European  ports  to  Argentine  live-stock  is  likely  to  be  maintained, '*'*'^®- 
and,  for  the  first  time,  the  total  weight  of  the  exports  from  Argen- 
tina exceeded  that  received  in  the  United  Kingdom  from  either 
Australia  or  New  Zealand.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time  and 
capital  for  this  industry  to  assume  much  larger  proportions,  though 
the  distance  from  the  European  ports  is  naturally  a  drawback  in 
competition  with  Canada  and  the  United  States.  The  quality  of 
beef  exported  this  year  is  better  than  in  former  years.  The 
following  figures  show  the  exports  of  frozen  carcases  and  quarters 
of  beef  for  the  year  1899  compared  with  the  totals  for  1900  :^ 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Mutton.                 Beef. 

1889        

1900        

OikreaaeB.            Quarters. 
8,485,9^9      ,        118,488 
8,872,869             261,865 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  quarters  of  beef  exported 
last  year  are  more  than  double  the  number  shipped  in  1899 
though  mutton  carcases  show  a  falling-ofT  of  113,080.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  that  all  this  meat  is  carried  in  British  vessels. 

Some  shipments  of  live-stock  have  been  made  to  Para,  Brazil,  Lire-stook, 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  as  also  some  shipments  of  live  **port«  <>'• 
cattle  to  Bio  de  Janeiro,  to  both  of  which  ports  it  is  expected  a 
steady  trade  in  live-stock  will  continue. 

In  August  last  a  decree  was  made  declaring  hessians  and  bags  Bags  and 
free  of  duty  until   February  1,  1901.      The   decree  was   much  **®****^ 
appreciated.      The  following  figures  are  interesting  however  as 
showing  that  while  the  number  of  bags  imported  increased,  the 
amount  of  hessians  decreased,  which  of  course  has  affected  very 
materially  the  local  bag  factories. 
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f   During  the  first- six  months  of  1899,  226  tons  of  bags  paying 
duty  were  inifiorted  to  the  value  of  8,389^. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1900,  3,176  tons  of  bags  free  of 
djuty  were  imported,  to  the  value  of  115,825/.  Of  hessians  during 
the  same  period  in  1889,  15,407  tons  to  the  value  of  606,268/. 
were  imported  and  paid  duty,  whilst  during  the  same  period  in 
1900  only  8,319  tons  of  free  hessians  were  imported  to  the  value 
of  256,336/. 

The  sales  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  in  1900 
amounted  to  5.750,738  dol.  paper,  being  an  average  value  per 
square  metre,  buildings  not  included,  of  2*56  dol.  The  number  of 
properties  sold  was  565  and  the  area  1,386,448  square  metres. 
TJie  nationality  of  vendors  and  purchasers  was  :•— 


Nationality. 


Arffentiues  . . 

ItelianB 

Spaniards    . . 

S^nch 

British 

Germans 

XJruguajans 

Yarioiis 

Companies  .. 


Vendors. 


Buyers. 


Dol.  paper. 

Dol.  paper. 

2,459,323 

2,134,874 

1,434,021 

1,600,201 

366,914 

679,796 

231,941 

327,476 

140,S80 

98,170 

146,346 

74,896 

89,100 

10,280 

866,077 

819,840 

76,133 

205,232 

The  real  estate  mort^ged  comprised  305  properties,  with  an 
area  of  532,944  square  metres,  the  value  being  3,226,993  dol.,  an 
average  of  6*05  dol.  per  square  metre. 

Taking  Is,  iprf.  as  the  value  of  a  paper  dollar  and  one  square 
yard  as  a  square  metre  we  observe  that  the  average  value  per 
square  yard,  not  including  buildings,  equalled  48,  8d.  or  less  than 
the  average  given  in  my  last  ye«u:'s  report.  _. 

Foblio  works.  The  Chief  of  the  sanitary  works  has  advocated  the  construction 
of  filters  and  deposits  for.  the  filtering  of  water  supplied  to  the 
city.  The  superficial  area  to  be  (ioverfe'd  by  these  works  will  be 
about  100,000  square  yards.  The  construction  will  occupy  about 
three  years,  and  are  to  cost  about  500,000/.  As,  however,  the  land 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  is  only  about  one-third  of  that 
required,  it  is  proposed  to  substitute  in  the  meantime  the  system 
of  filtration  now  in  vogue  by  another  better  suited  to  the  increasing 
requirements  of  the  city.  Two  artesian  well-boring  machines 
,  have  been  imported  from  Chicago,  United  States  of  America,  of 
six  horse-power,  and  one  of  them  is  to  be  employed  in  boring 
wells  along  the  line  of  the  Central  Northern  National  Eailway,  and 
if  the  work  is  successfully  done  the  other  national  railway  lines 
will  receive  the  same  attention. 

The  municipality  has  recently  imported,  as  an  experiment,  I 
presume,  500  tons  of  paving  stones  from  Genoa,  the  freight  is  said 
to  be  14  fr.  per  ton,  or  less  than  that  from  Tandil  in  this  Kupublic, 
where  nearly  all  the  paving  stones,  are  quarried. 
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On  December  1  last  a  new  issue  of  paper  money  was  put  into  Kew  imuo  ot 
circulation.  These  new  notes  were,  however,  of  such  a  poor  non-  i»per  monej. 
resistant  quality  of  paper  that  much  dissatisfaction  was  publicly 
expressed,  with  .the  result  that  the  President  of  the  Exchange 
Office  has  been  authorised  to  acquire  paper  of  a  better  quality  for 
the  purpose  of  another  issue  being  circulated.  The  engraving  of 
the  notes  was  done  locally.  The  paper  of  this  issue  is  said  to  have 
been  bought  in  France,  and  the  new  paper  about  to  be  acquired  is 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Conversion  Office  here.  Up  to  the  end  of 
January,  or  two  months  after  the  issue  was  made,  21,500,000  dol. 
were  in  circulation. 

The  extraordinary  stability  of  the  gold  premium  has  been  the  ^^^, 
source  of  much  discussion  during  the  past  year,  and  there  were  P**™*""' 
not  wanting  those  who  prophesied  early  in  the  year  that  it  could 
not  be  maintained.  The  passing  of  the  Conversion  Law,  referred 
to  in  my  report  of  last  year,  the  large  quantity  of  c^:eals  and 
other  articles  exported,  and  the  great  prosperity  of  the  Bepublic 
and  balance  of  trade  in  its  favour,  have  all,  in  my  opinion,  helped 
to  bring  about  this  result.  The  fcu^t  remains,  however,  that  specu- 
lation in  the  fluctuating  price  of  gold,  as  compared  to  paper,  has 
been  almost  at  a  standstill  throughout  the  year,  and  tliia  stability 
should  have  inspired  confidence  and  helped  importers  to  realise 
that  this  country's  condition  is  best  told  by  the  value  in  gold  of 
its  paper  dollar. 

The  following  table  gives  the  average  value  in  paper 
dollars  of  100  gold  doL  for  the  past  six  years^  month  by 
month : — 


Month. 


January 
Febroary 

March 

April 

JU  ay  •  • 

June  . .  *  •  •  • 
July  ..  ,,...  .. 
August  .  •         • . 

September 
October 
November       •  • 
December  •  • 

Yearly  average  • . 


Yalue. 


1S96. 


866-96 
861  -11 
862-87 
864-00 
811-84 
847-49 
847-68 
886-40 
828*48 
827-07 
288-79 
381  68 


844-89 


1896. 


826*88 
811  -81 
812-03 
82Q-44 
806*80 
297-44 
284*96 
274-69 
276  -72 
280*06 
282-86 
281-81 


296-16 


1897. 


287*14 
807-68 
809*44 
298-28 
296-36 
291-25 
286  90 
290  -22 
288*44 
286*46 
276-96 
276*80 


291-86 


1898. 


264  16 
268*98 
267  88 
266-84 
260-20 
267  62 
274-70 
270  67 
268*06 
249-76 
226-20 
212-67 


1899. 


267*18 


208*13 
2i9-20 
219  -18 
228-90 
224  -63 
218  -79 
213  16 
226-83 
236-16 
287-98 
286-08 
229-94 


224-62 


1900. 


229-28 
227-66 
227  -41 
227*80 
227-84 
229-86 
234*40 
286*66 
235-70 
288-60 
282-80 
230-86 


230  98 


Thus  we  see  that,  takinr;  a  gold  dollar  to  be  worth  4^,  2d,,  the 
yearly  average  of  the  value  of  an  Argentine  paper  dollar  was,  in 
1895, 14-53d. ;  1896,  16-89rf. ;  in  1897, 1718d. ;  in  1898, 19-45rf. ; 
in  1899,  22-26rf. ;  in  1900,  21'65d..;  or  in  other  words,  since  1895, 
the  value  of  5  dol.  (gold),  or  1/.  sterling,  has  depreciated  in  as  far 
as  the  value  of  Argentine  paper  money  is  concerned,  by  33  per 
(787)  B  4 
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cent,  and  yet  I  am  not  aware  that  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
paper  dollar  locally  has  depreciated  to  any  extent,  but  rather  the 
contrary. 

The  following  figures  show  the  total  revenue^  for  1900  in  gold 
and  paper  dollars,  as  compared  with  the  figures  *given  in  my  last 
year's  report,  as  the  estimated  revenue  for  the  year : — 


Amount. 


Actual  rerf  nue  .  • 
Sstinutted  revenue 


•  • 


Dol.  gold. 
85,057,000 
86,682,346 


Dol.  paper. 
62,060,000 
.68,962,000 


Gold,  According  to  figures  furnished  to  me  through  the  courtesy  of 

production  of.  Messrs.  Aming  and  Co.,  of  this  city,  the  approximate  production 

of  refined  gold  for  the  whole  Kepublic  has  been  as  follows  for  the 

years  1890  to  1900  included:— 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1890.. 
1891.. 

1 

• 

Lbe.  troy. 
454 
432 

1892 

857 

1893 

352 

1894 

213 

1895 

235 

1896 

246 

1897 

331 

1898 

1899 

368 
326 

1900«.    

176 

1 

Mines  and 
mininff, 
remarlf  on. 


It  is  quite  impossible  to  obtain  the  exact  output  of  the  Re- 
public, as  some  ore  is  sent  for  assay  to  England  by  prospectors 
who  make  no  mention  of  their  shipments,  and  some  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Republic  finds  its  way  to  the  Pacific  coast  ports  for 
shipment,  but  Messrs.  Arning  and  Sons  have  collected  their  data 
from  various  sources,  and  consider  them  the  most  approximately 
approaching  the  exact  production. 

The  following  observations  have  been  very  kindly  given  to  me 
by  a  gentleman  who  is  an  authority  on  mines  and  mining  matters 
in  this  republic,  and  they  sum  up  th^  mining  industry  and  the 
possible  prospects  for  mining  here  with  considerable  clearness : — 

"  It  has  frequently  been  remarked  that  the  important  subject 
of  mining  in  the  Argentine  Republic  is  not  more  seriously  dis- 
cussed in  Consular  and  other  official  reports,  and  the  writer  has 
therefore  endeavoured  to  obtain  reliable  and  unbiased  opinions  as 
to  the  possibilities  and  past  experiences  of  the  mining  industry  in 
this  country. 

"  It  is  no  doubt  fair  to  assume  that  the  geographical  position  of 
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the  Argentine  Kepublic  would  justify  its  collocation  in  what  is 
known  as  the  mineral  zone  of  South  America,  and  it  is  indeed 
remarkable  that  the  Chilian  and  Bolivian  Kupublics,  divided  by  a 
few  miles  of  mountains  from  Argentina,  should  look  to  the  mining 
industry  as  the  chief  source  of  their  revenue,  and  this  assumption 
comes  more  boldly  into  view  as  one  approaches  the  grand  passes 
of  the  Andes.  On  the  Chilian  side  are  dotted  mining  camps  ex- 
tending far  to  the  north,  whereas  the  writer  can  state,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  there  is  not  a  single  mine  on  the  Argentine 
side  to-day  which  is  being  worked  on  a  commercial  scale.  It  is,  of 
course,  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  Aigentine  Republic 
offera  facilities  and  opportunities  for  investments  on  an  extremely 
varied  scale,  its  rich  camps,  and  their  corresponding  profitable  uses 
completely  dwarfing  and  almost  shutting  out  any  possibility  of  a 
rapid  development  of  the  more  distant  mining  industry,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  in  a  few  cases  foreign 
capital  has  been  found  for  certain  Argentine  mines,  and  in  those 
few  cases  the  results  have  been  disastrous.  It  has  been  the  writer's 
privilege  to  have  visited  seveml  of  these  mines,  and  the  failures 
and  subsequent  abandonment  of  the  properties  must  be 
attributed  mainly  to  the  following  reasons.  The  construc- 
tion of  extravagant  and  costly  mills  and  dwelling-houses,  the 
purchase  of  useless  and  unsuitable  machinery,  costly  manage- 
ment, the  great  distances,  absence  of  fuel  or  water,  and 
in  many  cases  the  varying  nature  of  the  ore  bodies.  There 
undoubtedly  exist  in  the  provinces  of  Jujuy,  San  Juan,  Catamarca,. 
Eioja,  and  San  Luis  mineral  deposits  of  considerable  value,  and 
wich  the  increasing  construction  of  railways  and  the  emplov- 
ment  of  the  newer  processes  of  ore  treatment  large  profits  should 
be  made. 

"  The  writer  is  convinced  that  the  bad  opinion  formed  in 
European  financial  circles  on  the  results  of  a  few  antiquated  plants, 
as  regards  mining  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  is  not  justifiable,  and 
that  there  are  a  great  many  mining  properties  that  would  quickly 
return  the  capital  required,  to  erect  the  necessary  milling  or 
melting  plants. 

"  During  1900  a  number  of  engineers  visited  the  country,  and 
on  all  sides  one  hears  of  proposals  to  open*  up  and  develop  mines, 
but  advices  from  Europe  do  not  tend  to  show  that  the  necessary 
capital  will  be  forthcoming.  The  question  of  labour  should  also 
be  a  large  factor  in  the  question  of  the  profitable  working  of 
Argentine  mines,  as  there  is  probably  no  country  in  the  world 
where  labour  can  be  obtained  so  cheaply. 

"There  is  probably  no  known  mineral  or  ore  which  is  not 
found  in  greater  or  lesser  quantities  in  this  country,  and  there 
are  to-day  many  owners  of  these  properties  who  would  be  pre- 
pared to  give  up  a  large  interest  in  the  same  if  capital  was 
forthcoming  to  supply  the  necessary  treatment  of  the  mineral." 

From  a  report  made  by  the  Finance  Minister  it  is  seen  that  Loonsta. 
since  the  campaign  inaugurated  against  locusts  in  Argentina,  in 
the  year' 1897,  expenses  to  the  amount  of  623,516/.  have  been 
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incuired,  or  207,839^.  per  annum  for  the  past  three  years, 
it  is  further  pointed  out  that  this  expenditure  may  be  con- 
sidered as  permanent  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  Commission  con- 
sidered as  money  well  spent.  There  is,  however,  a  great  diflference 
of  opinion  among  people  on  this  subject,  some  alleging  that  the 
money  is  almost  entirely  wasted,  others  again  alleging  that  the 
result  pi*oves  the  good  achieved  and  that  though  climatic  conditions 
Imve  (and  this  is  agreed  upon  by  both  sides)  been  unfavourable  to 
the  proper  development  of  the  locust,  yet  for  the  past  few  yeara 
the  Eepublic  would  have  suffered  more  than  it  has  done  had  it  not 
been  for  this  well-organised  Government  Commission. 

As  a  field  for  immigration  this  Eepublic  still  has  its  advantages, 
I  say  still  because  the  failure  of  a  few  has  deten-ed  many.  The 
nation  owns  about  40,000  square  leagues  of  land,  or  one-third  of 
the  territory  of  the  Republic,  an  area  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
France  and  Spain  united.  Much  of  this  vast  territory  is  incapable 
of  being  turned  to  any  practical  use  but  the  remainder  contains 
minerals,  is  fit  for  pasturage  or  agriculture,  or  covered  with  forests, 
which  might  be  worked  and  would,  if  judiciously  settled  upon, 
atlbrd  profitable  occupation  for  the  surplus  population  of  Europe 
for  many  years  to  couia  The  following,  taken  from  a  local  paper 
regarding  the  national  colonies,  is  interesting : — 

"There  is  a  considerable  demand  for  the  renting  of  public 
lands,  chiefly  in  Santa  Cruz  and  Tierra  del  Fuego ;  the  highest 
rent  ribtained  has  been  42/.  per  league.  The  national  colonies 
have  not  made  rapid  progress  ;  this  fact  is  attributed  to  the  want 
of  cheap  transport,  a  complicated  procedure  for  obtaining  the 
ownership  of  the  land,  the  need  of  the  means  of  irrigation  in 
times  of  drought  and  of  protection  against  inundations  in  wet 
seasons,  the  ravages  of  locusts  and  the  bad  quality  of  the  soil  in 
many  parts  owing  to  the  want  of  drainage." 

This  country  has  a  great  future  before  it,  but  the  number  of  its 
inhabitants  is  still  quite  inadequate,  and  at  present  the  town  of 
Buenos  Ayres  contains  about  one-fiftii  of  the  entire  population  of 
the  Republic 

Before,  however,  any  British  subject  comes  to  this  country, 
with  a  view  to  making^  it  his  home  and  earning  his  living  by 
farming,  he^hould  be  provided  with  three  requisites :  1,  capital ; 
2,  a  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language ;  3,  common  sense,  which 
embodies  all  and  every  principle  of  being  able  to  hold  his  own  in 
a  strange  country.  Numbers  of  letters  have  been  received  in  this 
Consulate  during  the  past  year  from  Canada,  Australia,  Tasmania, 
New  Zealand  and  the  United  Kingdom,  written  by  men  who  have 
liad  many  years*  experience  in  those  countries  and  yet  who  want 
to  come  to  a  country  of  whose  language  they  are  totally  ignorant 
to  make  a  living  by  farming  under  conditions  very  dis-similar  to 
those  they  are  used  to. 

Clerks  who  wish  to  come  to  this  country  to  seek  employment 
should  reflect  very  seriously.  The  pay  of  a  clerk  in  a  bank,  or 
insurance,  or  shipping  office  is  from  80/.  to  100/.  a  year ;  the  hours 
of  employment  are  longer  than  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the ' 
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cost  of  living  is  more  than  double.  I  know  that  for  any  permanent 
and  good  situation  the  applications  are  twenty-fold  more  than  the 
requirements.  It  must  be  remembered  also  that  the  sons  of  many 
British  subjects  who  came  out  here  10  or  15  years  ago  are  now 
young  men  with  a  knowledge  of  the  country  and  its  language 
ready  and  willing  to  fill  positions  for  which  Englishmen  just  out 
from  home  would  be  useless. 

For  the  British  labouring  classes  generally  this  country  does  Labourert. 
not  ofTer  the  same  opportunities  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  British 
colonies.      The  numbers  of  Italians,  Spaniards,  Basques,  &c.,  here 
causing  too  keen  a  competition  for  them. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death  rate  per  1,000  from  the  Health 
years  1890-1900  for  this  city :—  "'^""^^ 


stafcistioi. 


- 

Year. 

1 
Death  Rate  |»er 
1.000. 

1890.. 

80 

>  1891.. 
1892 . . 

24*8 

24 

22*4 

22-7 

22 

19  1 

19-2 

17-6 

17 

19 

1893 .. 

1894.. 
1895.. 

1896  . 

1897  , 
1898.. 
1899.. 

..    .. 

1900.. 

- 

1 

The  increase  in  the  mortality  during  the  past  year  is  attribut- 
able to  the  fearfully  hot  weather  experienced  in  January  and 
February,  1900,  when  the  death  rate  was  abnormally  high. 

The  growth  of   the  city  may  be   gauged  by  the   following  Growth  of  - 
figures :—  "^^J  Y".. 

° population. 


Year. 

Xo4A^  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

I860 

1860 

1870 

1880 •  .. 

1890 

1900 


Population. 


67,000 
74,400 
119,000 
186,320 
270,708 
647,144 
824,308 


Since  the  year  1857  upwards  of  3,000,000  foreigueis  have  Foreign 
come  to  this  country,  about  1,000,000  have  left  it  during  the  same  population, 
period,  and  allowing  for  losses  by  death  it  is  estimated  that  there 
are  some  1,200,000  foreigners  in  Argentina.  Of  this  large  foreign 
population  it  is  estimated  that  4d  per  cent,  are  Italians,  20  per 
cent.  Spaniards,  95  per  cent.  French,  and  about  2*2  per  cent.  British, 
with  other  European  nationalities  in  diminishing  numbers. 

The    following  figures  give  the    returns    for  the  past  two  im migration 

y^JS?—  -.       refcumt. 
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Yetr. 

Number. 

• 

• 

(1  Immigraiion. 

Emigration. 

1899 
1900 

84,4i2 
84,851 

88.897 
38,331 

The  balance  in  favour  of  this  country  for  the  past  10  years  is 
319,874  persons.  There  is  a  \\  onderful  similarity  between  the 
figures  of  the  returns  given  for  the  past  two  years.  For  the  year 
1900  the  arrivals  are  given  as  consisting  of  54,885  men,  17,381 
women,  7,015  boys  and  5,570  giiis;  56,094  were  unmarried.  As 
regards  the  different  tradesmen,  31,928  are  described  as  farmers, 
and  12,354  as  labourei-s.  The  National  Labour  OflBce  found  em- 
ployment for  32,809  persoi^s.  The  nationalities  represented  were 
as  follows  .—Italians,  52,143 ;  Spaniards,  20,383  ;  French,  3,160  ; 
Eussians,  2,119  ;  Austrians,  2,024;  Syrians,  1,583  ;  Germans,  760; 
British,  421 ;  Swiss,  355 ;  Portuguese,  205  ;  and  other  nationalities 
in  diminishing  numbers.  Twelve  persons  are  described  as  coming 
from  the  Transvaal. 
Population,  The  population  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  increased 

i^nosA  during  the  past  year  by  29,000  odd,  or  at  the  rate  (compared  with 
^^'  its  total  population  of  over  824,303)  of  3*85  per  cent.  This  city 
ranks  in  numbers  the  eleventh  in  the  world,  and  its  population  is 
increasing  at  a  greater  ratio  excepting  two  European  cities  than 
any  other.  It  possesses  about  one-6fth  of  the  population  of  the 
entire  Republic. 
Smignmto,  In  connection  with  this  subject  I  append  extracts  from  an 

oharacteristics  article  on  immigration  taken  from  the  Buenos  Ayres  "  Standard," 
which  throws  some  light  on  the  characteristics  of  the  various 
emigrants  coming  to  Argentina,  together  with  the  work  accom- 
plished by  the  Immigration  Board  in  finding  employment  for  new 
arrivals : — 

"  Last  year  "  (that  is,  1899), "  as  we  learn  from  the  'Memoria'  of 
the  Board  of  Immigration,  145,699  persons  arrived  in  the  Bepublic, 
of  whom  84,442  were  immigrants  1)rought  in  ocean  steamers.  The 
latter  number  had  been  exceeded  only  once  in  any  year  of  the  last 
decoimial  period,  the  annual  arrivals  of  immigrants  in  the  previous 
nine  years  having  been  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Numbor. 

1890 

77,815 

1891 

28,266 

1892 

83,373 

1898 

52,067 

1894 

64,720 

1695 

61,226 

1896 

102,673 

1897 

72,978 

1898 

67,130 
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"  The  number  of  families  increased  last  yeHr  to  12,445,  (^om- 
prising  37,262  persons ;  this  is  a  satisfactory  feature  of  immigration 
as  these  people  come  to  stay.  Among  them  were  12,028  children 
under  12  years  of  age ;  the  female  portion  of  the  immigrants 
numbered  22,208.     Classified  according  to  nationality  there  were — 


Natioualitj. 

Number. 

Italians        ..         •         •• 

Spaniards     ..         ••         ..         ..         •• 
S.rrians        ..         ..         .»        ••         •• 

French        •• 

Kussians •         ••         •• 

AustriaDS 

Qennans      ..         • 

Argentines 

British         

Swiss           ..         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Portuguese 

Belgians       ••         ••         ••         •• 

North  Americans  ••        ••         ••         •• 

Brazilians 

Moors          ••         ••         

Banes          •         •• 

68,295 

12,798 

8,196 

2,478 

1,686 

950 

732 

526 

477 

848 

197 

189 

127 

103 

78 

67 

the  remainder  consisting  of  13  nationalities. 

"  In  the  year  1899,  the  Immigration  Board  provided  employment 
for  30,950  immigrants.  Of  these  1,736  remained  in  the  capital, 
and  the  remainder  were  distributed  among  the  provinces  and 
national  territories. 

"  The  number  of  persons  of  the  immigrant  class  who  left  the 
country  in  1899  was  38,397,  but  there  was  still  a  surplus  of  46,045 
in  favour  of  the  country,  and  Dr.  Alsma  says  that  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  emigrants  have  absented  tliemselves  permanently 
from  it ;  most  of  the  others  availed  themselves  of  a  cheap  passage 
to  go  to  Europe  for  the  harvest,  or  to  fetch  their  families,  while 
some  went  for  business  or  pleasure." 

As  a  preface  I  wish  to  state  that  those  merchants  who  arcAdnceto 
already  engaged  in  trading  with  the  Eiver  Plate  know  all  I  am  British 
going  to  say  and  more  too,  and  that  these  remarks  are  directed  to  ™®«5^'*'«- 
those  who  "  wish  to  open  up  a  trade  with  Argentina "  by  corre- 
spondence and  circulars,  and  many  letters  are  received  in  this 
Consulate  each  year,  with  this  object  in  view.  The  letters  referred 
to  are  duly  answered  and  the  names  of  firms  asked  for  are  in- 
variably given,  and  some  useful  information  besides,  with  what 
result  to  the  recipient?  this,  viz.,  that  he  sends  a  circular, 
probably  well  got-up,  good  paper,  expensive  plates,  to  the  firms 
quoted,  in  what  language  ? — English ;  with  what  prices  quoted  ? — 
English ;  with  what  weights  and  measures  ? — English ;  and  this  to 
firms  who  are  accustomed  to  deal  with  and  in  the  decimal  system 
as  applied  to  both  prices  and  weight  The  Germans  send  out 
circulars  in  Spanish,  taking  the  trouble  to  reduce  their  prices  and 
weights  into  those  known  to  their  prospective  purchaser.  How 
many  of  our  own  British  firms  would  look  twice  at  a  German 
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circular  or  a  Spanish  circular,  if  sent  to  them  as  an  invitation  to 
buy  goods  ?  Few,  1  venture  to  say,  would  do  more  than  throw 
that  circular  into  the  waste-paper  busket.  Circulars  sent  to  the 
Consulage  to  be  placed  upon  th^  Consular  table  are  worthless,  and 
money  thrown  away  in  postage  and  printing ;  nobody  with  any 
business  above  that  of  a  shipmaster  ever  looks  at  a  Consular  table. 
If  the  British  merchant  wants  to  open  up  a  trade  in  a  new 
direction  he  must  be  prepared  to  spend  some  money  in  doing  so, 
and  must  send  someone  to  the  country  to  report  fully  to  him  on 
the  subject  matter  and  trflde  that  he  is  seeking.  To  expect 
this  of  a  Consular  officer  is  useless;  price?  have  to  be  quoted, 
samples  shown,  and  the  traveller  must  be  conversant  with,  in  this 
country,  the  Spanish  language,  and  must  be  empowered  to  quote 
prices  and  make  reductions  to  meet  the  local  requirements  engen- 
dered by  competition  from  other  firms  in  the  same  line  of  business. 
The  large  British  and  native  shops  here  buy  from  resident 
European  agents  of  big  firms  or  else  they  have  their  travelling 
men  who  themselves  buy  in  Europe  Eegarding  travellers  for 
British  firms :  I  met  one  recently  who  told  me  a  few  things  that 
are  worth  recording,  though  I  know  he  learnt  a  lot  of  things  that 
he  kept  for  his  principals  and  whicli  they  will  profit  by.  One  of 
these  was  with  regard  to  American  competition  in  this  market, 
that  when  the  price  of  a  case  or  dozen,  or  gross  of  articles  was 
quot^ed  by  American  firms  to  a  merchant  here,  it  was  f.o.b.  at  the 
port  of  shipment ;  this  was  also  understood  to  be  the  case  with 
British  houses,  but  the  inevitable  chaise  for  packing  or  for  packing 
cases  was  tacked  on  to  the  British  invoice.  Further,  the  packing 
of  American  goods  was  infinitely  better  than  that  of  British  goods, 
thus  reducing  the  possible  loss  by  damage  in  transit.  A  traveller 
for  a  large  steel  firm  in  the  United  Kingdom  told  me  recently 
that  he  had  accomplished  more  during  his  three  months'  stay  in 
the  River  Plate  than  he  could  have  done  with  100  letters  in  as 
many  weeks.  Another  traveller  informed  me  that  he  was  taking 
heme  samples  of  tin  signs  that  were  made  in  the  country  and 
which  would  astonish  the  people  at  borne,  who  were  expecting  to 
supply  those  articles  here. 

The  tastes  and  requirements  of  a  particular  class  of  people 
must  be  known  l)efore  any  attempt  to  cater  to  their  requirements 
can  be  successfully  accomplished,  and  it  is  useless  for  British 
merchants  to  suppose  that  because  an  article  is  made  on  such  and 
such  lines  in  the  United  Kingdom  it  can  and  must  be  acceptable 
to  people  whose  ideas  and  tastes  are  entirely  different  to  those  of 
British  people.  Be  it  borne  in  mind  that  the  United  Kingdom  is 
losing  her  trade  with  this  country  in  comparison  with  the  trade  of 
other  countries,  but  let  it  be  noted  that  "  eternal  vigilance  "  alone 
will  enable  her  to  keep  any  particular  trade,  as  the  Americans  and 
Germans  are  pressing  closely  upon  her  heels  in  Argentina  in  every 
line.  Perhaps  the  few  points  I  have  touched  upon  in  this  report 
may  be  of  benefit  to  some  of  its  readers. 
Oommercial  British  commercial  travellers  are  sadly  needed  in  the  River 

trsYeUcps,       Plate,  and  where  one  hears  of  one  British  traveller,  three  Germans 

neceMitj  for. 
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and  two  Americans  are  to  be  met  I  would  suggest  that  firms 
wishing  to  enter  this  trade  who  are  individual  iiicapable  of 
spending  the  money  requisite  for  sending  a  representative  out 
here,  should  combine  together  and  get  a  reliable  man  to  represent 
two  or  three  firms  employed  in  more  or  less  the  same  kind  of 
business;  money  might  thus  be  made  by  ecu^h  and  all  at  a 
lessened  cost  individually,  and  British  trade  in  general  be  greatly 
benefited. 

The  manufacture  of  toys  is  a  matter  which  will  not  appeal  to  l^oyi . 
a  large  number  of  British  manufacturers,  but  numbers  of  them 
are  sold  here  during  the  year.  All  I  have  seen,  however,  bear  a 
Glerman  or  French  appearance,  and  the  tin  soldiers  particularly, 
bearing  a  flag — the  Argentine  flag,  of  course,  whereas  the  British 
tin  soldiers  would  carry  a  British  flag,  and  I  merely  mention  this 
as  one  little  incident  of  catering  for  the  tmde. 

Harvesting  machinery  and  windmills  are  almost  entirely  if  Harvesting 
not  exclusively  supplied   from   America.      There  is  very  little  machinery, 
chance  to  oust  these  American  articles  from  this  market.    The  ''"*^™*l^»- 
Americans  spend-  more    in    advertising  their  goods    than  the 
British  do,  and  in  this  particular  alone  lies  a  great  deal  of  their 
success.      In  my  opinion,  American  competition  is  more  to  be 
feared  in  this  market  than  French  or  German,  and  in  those 
articles  where  most  profit  is  to  be  obtained  by  the  middle  man. 
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Annex  D. — Betuun  of  Over-Sea  Shipping  Entering  and  Clearing 
at  the  Port  of  Buenos  Ayres  during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


Nationalitj. 

Namber  of 
Yessels. 

Tonnage. 

Aigontine          

Ocmnan 

Aofttro-Hangariaii        •  •         .  • 

Brapiiiaiu 

BaiiiBh    ••         • 

Spaniih  ••         ••         •• 

Ii«nch    ••         

Dutch 

Italian 

Norwegian         • 

United  Statae 

UrugnaTan                   •• 

BuMian •         •• 

Other  nationaUties       ••         •• 
British 

84 

161 

8 

6 

8 

48 

109 

11 

156 

102 

24 

2 

6 

6 

699 

19,716 

810,910 

8,716 

4,144 

8,420 

95,894 

280,816 

11,481 

240,678 

89,848 

17/»25 

649 

5,222 

4,819 

1,066,474 

Total 

1,267 

2,110,806 

NoTi  — ^The  British  shippbg  entering  consisted  of :  steam,  688  Teasels,  with 
1,017,448  tons;  and  sail,  61  ressek,  with  49,026  ions. 

*  Clsabed. 


Nationalitj. 


Argentine  •  • 

German  •• 
Austfo^Hungarian 
Belgian   ••         •• 
Brasilian. . 
Danish    •  • 
Spanish  .. 
French    •• 
Dutch     .. 
Italian    ••         •• 
Norwegian         •  • 
United  States    .. 
Uragnajan 
Bussian  •• 
Other  nationalities 
Britiiih    .. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


.  • 


Total 


Tonnage. 


69 

80,904 

110 

266,799 

6 

8,279 

1 

2,671 

1 

967 

1 

448 

21 

51,086 

104 

188,788 

8 

7,228 

117 

208,641 

44 

42,262 

17 

12,294 

2 

660 

2 

2,288 

10 

9,469 

612 

1,08S,218 

1,110 


1,908,787 


NoTK.^The  British  shipping  clearing  consisted  of :  steam,  648  Tessels,  with 
1,086,838  tons ;  and  saU,  64  yessMs,  with  52,880  tons. 
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SA5J   XICOLAs. 


San  NicoLi5. 


SaaNiooUis 
•hipping. 

Kxporti. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Tucker  reports  as  follows : — 

During  the  past  year  68  steamers  and  two  sailing  vessels  have 
loaded  at  the  port  of  Sau  Nicolds,  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  which 
amounted  to  84,151  tons. 

The  principal  exports  are  wheat,  maize,  and  linseed,  and  the 
exports  of  these  crops  have  been  more  than  double  those  for 
1899.' 


Bahia  Blanca. 


Trade  and 
oovQnieit^. 


Storage  for 
produce. 


Harbour 

aeooDimo- 

dation. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Gumming  reports  as  fellows ; — 

Owing  to  low  prices  ruling  for  wool,  trade  is  not  as  it 
ought  to  be  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  storekeepers  are 
complaining  of  dull  times;  the  variou&  extensions  which  are 
going  on  at  the  port  are  not  yet  finished ;  the  export  business  is 
therefore  much  in  the  same  position  as  it  was  last  year;  but 
when  all  the  various  works  for  facilitating  the  shipments  of  pro- 
duce, &c.,  which  are  now  in  progress,  are  carried  out,  then  the 
trade  of  Bahia  Blanca  will  receive  an  enormous  impetus. 

There  is  a  scheme  in  project  for  the  erection  of  a  freezing 
factory  in  this  neighbourhood,  which  is  likely  to  be  carried 
out  soon,  as  the  supply  of  cattle  and  sheep  is  getting  more 
abimdant  in  this  district  year  by  year. 

Exports  of  produce  continue  to  increase,  as  the  accompanying 
figures  will  show.  The  principal  articles  of  export,  as  heretofore, 
are  wool  in  bales,  and  wheat ;  the  area  under  cultivation  of  the 
last-named  is  increasing  rapidly ;  wheat  growers  (mostly  Italians) 
are  arriving  irom  the  north,  where  land  is  getting  scarce,  and 
rents  are  high,  to  settle  on  small  farms  in  this  district,  and 
where  good  wheat  land  can  be  rented  for  about  2s.  6d.  per  acre 
per  annum.  Last  year's  shipments  reached  260,000  tons ;  it  goes 
direct,  chiefly  by  steamer,  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Continent  of  Europe. 

The  wool  export  business  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  German 
and  French  houses,  the  bales  are  shipped  direct  to  Hamburg, 
Antwerp,  and  Dunkirk. 

Wool  is  going  ofl"  slowly  this  year,  so  that  additional  accom- 
modation had  to  be  provided  for  it.  The  Bahia  Blanca  and 
North  Western  Eailway  Company  are  increasing  tbeir  produce 
sheds;  at  the  Victoria  Produce  Market  they  have  just  finished 
erecting  a  large  temporary  one  for  storage  of  dry  hides,  hair,  &c, 
and  for  wool,  and  they  are  now  extending  the  market  by  putting 
up  a  third  dep6t,  equal  in  size,  and  parallel  to  the  first  two,  which 
were  erected  in  1898 

The  Great  Southern  Eailway  Company  are  extending  their 
present  mole,  but  it  will  be  some  time  yet  before  the  works  are 
finished,  they  are  also  putting  up  special  additional  quays  for  the 
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shipment  of  wheat,  and  altogether  intend  spending  about  500,000/. 
on  the  extension  and  improvement  of  their  own  harbour, 
approaches,  stations,  and  produce  depdts. 

The  Bahia  Blanca  and  North  Western  Eailway  Company  are 
also  erecting  their  mole  for  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the 
district,  it  is  situated  about  1  mile  higher  up  the  estuary  than  the 
Southern  Bailway  mole ;  here  they  will  have  wharf  accommo- 
dation for  three  or  four  ocean-going  steamers,  as  well  as  for  a 
large  number  of  coasting  craft ;  it  is  expected  to  be  ready  next 
year. 

The  new  entrance  channel  to  the  port  of  Bahia  Blanca  for 
some  months  past  has  been  dredged  out,  and  vessels  drawing  28 
feet  can  get  up  to  the  mole.  The  use  of  this  channel  does  away 
entirely  with  passing  over  Punta  Alta  and  Naposta  bars. 

A  military  port  at  Puerto  Belgrano,  about  half-way  from  the 
light-ship  at  the  entraDce  of  the  estuary  and  the  Southern  Kailway 
mole,  is  still  in  course  of  construction  under  Gk)vernment  contract. 
It  will  have  a  large  dry  dock  (said  to  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
world)  for  the  use  of  wa^r  vessels  of  the  Argentine  navy/  as  well  as 
the  complete  installation  of  a  naval  arsenal  The  dry  dock  is 
expected  to  be  finished  in  about  two  years,  and  there  is  already 
at  the  Puerto  Militar  a  population  of  over  1,000  inhabitants.  The 
batteries  along  the  coast  are  finished,  and  are  occupied  by  artillery 
troops. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  department  of  Bahia  Blanca  Population, 
which  in  1869  only  numbered   1,472  inhabitants  is  now  about 
20,000;   while  the  population  of  this   town  and  port  is  about 
14,000.      The  port  of  Bahia  Blanca  is  now  called  ''Ingeniero 
White." 


GoMPABATiVE  Statement  of  Exports  to  Europe  from  Bahia  Blanca. 


Number  of 

1 

Vessels. 

Year. 

Wool. 
Bales. 

Skins. 

Hair. 

Total. 

Wheat. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Tons. 

1891 

17,264 

782 

87 

18,133 

2,000 

5 

2 

1802 

18,294 

1,600 

4S 

19,942 

15,000 

11 

6 

1898 

23,213 

1,436 

60 

24,698      40.000 

28 

11 

189« 

28,350 

1,414 

70 

29,834 

61,000 

26 

17 

1895 

33,825 

1,438 

79 

85,342 

60,000 

18 

21 

1896 

86,092 

1,400 

87 

37,579 

40,000 

12 

28 

1897 

38,341 

921 

40 

39,302 

4,000 

11 

2» 

1898 

47,518 

2,284 

100 

49,852 

44,000 

16 

41 

1899 

46,823 

2,924 

85 

49,832 

200,000 

22 

50 

1900 

67,327 

3,774 

94 

61,195 

260,000 

17 

79 
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Report  on  the  Tr<ide  and  Commerce  of  Bosnia  and  the  Herzegovina 

for  tJie  Year  1899 

By  Mb.  Consul-General  Freeman. 

(Beoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  January  15, 1901.) 


The  improvement  in  trade  in  Bosnia  and  the  Herzegovina  of  Intxoduciorx. 
the  year  1898  was  not  maintained  during  the  year  1899.  This  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  deficient  harvest  which  was  considerably 
below  the  average.  Some  compensation,  however,  for  bad  crops 
was  experienced  in  the  diminution  of  epizootic  diseases  and  the 
consequent  revival  of  the  cattle  trade.  The  exportation  of 
homed  cattle  nearly  regained  its  usual  average.  The  trade  in 
swine,  however,  still  suffered  from  the  restrictions  placed  on 
exportation  in  consequence  of  the  continuance  of  swine  plague. 

The  value  of  the  horses  and  mules  exported  during  the  year  Export 
may  be  roughly  estimated  at  50,000/.,  and  the  number  at  13,000 ;  Horses  and 
that  of  homed  cattle  at  165,000/.,  against  100,000/.  in  1898;  of''***^*'- 
sheep  at  37,000/. ;  of  swine  at  30,000/. ;  and  the  number  of  head 
at  69,000,  83,000,  and  20,000  respectively. 

The  total  value  of  hides  and  skins  exported  did  not  probably  Hides  and 
exceed  20,000/.,  which  is  scarcely  a  third  of  what  was  exported  ■k™*- 
in  1898,  but  prices  are  said  to  have  been  remunerative. 


Description  of  Skim. 

Percwt.       •• 

»             •• 

Per  100 

Bealised 
(about). 

Sheep      ••        •#        ••        •• 

0oat       

Lamb      ••        ••        ••         •• 

Kid         

£    9. 

2  10 
4    0 
7    0 

10    0 

Thert  was  a  considerable  demand  from  Germany  and  America  Fun. 
for  the  skins  of  wild  animals. .  Prices  were  as  follows : — 


(712) 


A  2 


BOSNU. 


Detoription  of  Skim. 


Pin6*iDSiTt6n  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Stone-marteu  ••         •• 

Fox 

Polecat  

Badger          #•         ••         •• 
Hare  ••         


Per  pair 
PerlOO 


■  • 
•  ■ 


Prices. 


From — 


0 
0 


£  #. 
1  18 
1  10 
0  11  8 
0  8  4 
0    7    6 


To— 


£   #.    d. 


2    8 

1  18 
0  18 
0  9 
0    8 

2  0 


0 
0 

4 
2 
4 
0 


Wool. 
Grain. 


Plums. 


Fruit. 


Wine. 
Eggs. 

Minerals. 
Oak  stares. 


Timber. 
Tobacco. 


Imports. 
Hones. 


The  exportation  of  wool  in  1899  was  also  far  below  that  of 
1898  and  did  not  exceed  in  value  20,000Z. 

The  value  of  grain  of  different  kinds,  but  principally  oats, 
exported  during  the  year  may  be  estimated  at  200,000/.  The 
average  prices  were  3«.  6rf.  for  oats,  4s.  for  maize,  and  5«.  for 
wheat  per  cwt.,  delivered  at  a  railway  station. 

The  plum  crop  in  1899  was  scarcely  half  that  of  1898,  and 
the  quantity  of  dried  fruit  exported  was  about  20,000  tons 
representing  a  value  of  200,000Z. 

All  other  fruit  crops  except  walnuts  were  very  inferior  in 
1899.  The  exportation  of  dried  pears,  which  in  1898  reached 
the  sum  of  7,500/.,  was  almost  nil.  Walnuts  were  exported  to 
the  value  of  about  6,000/. 

The  exportation  of  wine  diflered  little  in  1899  from  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  the  total  value  may  be  estimated  at  33,000/. 

There  was  a  great  falling-oflf  in  the  exportation  of  eggs  which 
did  not  reach  20  railway  wagon  loads,  valued  at  35,000/.,  against 
40  in  1898. 

About  50,000  tons  of  minerals  of  all  kinds,  but  chiefly  iron, 
with  a  total  value  of  about  17,000/.,  were  exported  during  the 
year  1899.    This  is  an  increase  of  70  per  cent,  over  1898. 

The  exportation  of  oak  staves  was  far  in  excess  of  that  of 
1898,  and  indeed  of  several  years  previously.  The  number  I 
cannot  ascertain,  but  the  value  is  said  to  have  been  over  300,000/. 

As  I  stated  in  my  report  for  the  year  1898  the  production 
of  oak  staves  in  Bosnia  and  the  Herzegovina  is  nearly  at  an  end 
for  many  years  to  come.  The  oak  forests,  which  did  not  con- 
tain so  many  suitable  trees  as  was  anticipated,  have  been  quite 
exhausted,  and  the  increased  production  of  staves  in  1899  was 
only  the  result  of  a  last  effort  to  obtain  all  that  remained  in 
the  forests  where  cuttings  had  already  been  made  many  times 
over. 

The  qu6tntity  of  timber  exported  was  probably  double  that  of 

1898,  and  is  valued  at  not  less  than  160,000/. 

Only  1,534  tons  of  tobacco  and  cigarettes  were  exported  in 

1899,  against  2,168  tons  in  1898.  • 
Against  the  13,000  horses  and  mules  exported,  about  5,000 

were  imported.    These  were  chiefly  draught  horses  from  Hungary. 
The  native  bors^,  although  exceedingly  hardy  and  strong,  are 
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more  suited  for  the  saddle  and  pack,  as  they  rarely  exceed  fourteen 
hands  in  height.  The  natives,  nevertheless,  prefer  them  for  their 
light  Slavonian  carts,  and  even  the  Austrian  military  train  has 
adopted  the  light  carts  of  the  country  with  native  horses  in  pre- 
ference to  the  heavy  wagons  and  large  horses  in  use  in  the 
Monarchy. 

The  number  of  cattle  imported  into  these  provinces  is  insigni-  Caub. 
Scant — at  the  most  4,000  head  annually  of  all  kinds. 

The  only  colonial  produce  impoilied  in  any  considerable  quau-  OoflM. 
tity  is  coffee.     In  1899  it  was  about  the  usual  average  of  2,500 
tons  with  a  value  of  210,000/. 

About  4,600  tons  of  sugar  valued  at  115,000/.  were  imported  Sugar. 
but  of  this  about  1,000  tons  were  re-exported  to  neighbouriner 
states. 

The  importation  of  machinery,  tools,  hardware,  occ.,  in  1891^  AraohiiMrf. 
was  considerabl}  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  occasioned  princi- 
pally by  the  construction  of  the  Gkbella-Castelnuovo  line  of  rail- 
way.   The  total  value  of  these  imports  is  roughly  estimated  at 
100,000/. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate,  even  approximately,  the  value  of  Manu- 
manufactured  goods  imported  into  these  provinces,  but  it  is  said  f*^'*"'^*- 
that  there  was  a  falling  off  in  1899  of  at  least  30  per  cent.     These 
goods  are  almost  exclusively  of  Austrian  make. 

About  600  tons  of  cigars  and  tobacco  were  imported  during  the  xobaooo. 
year  from  Austria-Hungary,  for  consumption  by  the  military  and 
foreign  population. 

The  quantities  of  the  above  mentioned,  as  well  as  of  all  other.  Total  exporti 
imports  and  exports  during  the  year  1899,  and  the  difference  as  *nd  importa. 
regards  1898  are  given  in  Annex  I,  taken  from  the  statistics  pub- 
lished by  the  Grovernment  in  August  last.      The  value  of  most 
of  the  articles  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  any  appi-oach  to 
accuracy. 

According  to  these  statistics  the  total  weight  of  all  exports  in 
1899  was  471,026  tons,  against  386,176  tons  in  1898,  being  an 
increase  of  84,850  tons.  At  first  sight  this  would  seem  to  indicate 
a  great  improvement  in  the  export  trade,  out  the  difference  is 
easily  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  the  exportation  of  three 
such  heavy  articles  as  timber,  coal,  and  minerals.  In  nearly  aU 
other  expoi-ts  there  was  a  falling  off. 

The  total  import  trade  in  1899  was  181,558  tons  against 
193,729  tons  in  1898,  or  a  decrease  of  12,171  tons.  This  is  more 
than  accounted  for  by  the  falling-off  in  the  importation  of  grain  in 
consequence  of  the  abundant  harvest  of  1898,  which  natursdly  only 
affects  the  following  year. 

The  petroleum  refinery  at  Bosnian  Brod  is  now  in  full  work  induafcries. 
and  seems  to  be  a  prospei*ous  concern.     It  produced  in  1899  about  Petroleum 
10,000  tons  of  petroleum,  but  not  of  the  best  quality.      A  cou-  '^^•'y- 
siderable  quantity  goes  to  Hungary  and  the  remainder  is  consumed 
in  the  country. 

The  chemical  works  at  Tuzla  are  doing  very  well     They  pro  Chemical 
duced  in  1899  about  15,000  tons  of  alkalies  and   10,000  Urns  of  ^orVn. 
(712)  A  3 


6  BOSNIA. 

other  chemical  products,  and  paid  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent.  The 
works  employ  over  400  workmen  and  the  paid-up  capital  is 
93.000/. 

Trie  ••  Holzvurwertliungs-fabrik "  at  Teslic,  with  a  capital  of 
125,000/.  (3,000,000  kr.)  which  produces  from  beechvvood  methyUc 
alcoliol,  acetone,  pyroligneous  acid,  acetate  of  lime,  tar  and  char- 
coal, and  impregnates  sleepei-s  and  building  timl>er,  is  not  so  far 
prospering,  as  it  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the  heavy  outlay  in- 
curred in  the  reconstruction  of  the  machinery,  involved  by  the 
faihire  of  the  process,  known  as  the  Bergmann  patent,  wliich  was 
at  tirat  employed. 

The  calcium  carbide  works  at  JaYce,  witli  a  capita!  of  250,000/. 
(0,000,000  kr.),  also  did  not  thrive  in  1899. 

fronworlu.  The  ironworks  at  Vare§,  under  the  direction  of  the  Govern- 

ment, are  the  most  prosperous  in  the  country.  The  capital  was 
increased  in  1899  to  166,666/.  (4,000,000  kr.)  and  a  second  blast 
furnace  constructed.  A  dividend  of  9  per  cent,  was  declared 
against  6^  per  cent,  in  1898,  and  it  will,  it  is  said,  l)e  still  higher 
for  1900. 

The  iron  and  steel  works  at  Zenica  were  also  enlarged  in  1899 
and  the  capital  of  the  company  increased  to  145,833/. 
(3,500,000  kr.).  About  12,000  tons  of  goods  were  produced  but 
no  dividend  was  paid ;  nevertheless  a  prosj^erous  future  for  these 
works  is  confidently  antici])ated. 

Saw-mills.  The  various  sawmills  eVected  in  different  parts  of  the  province 

did  well  in  1899.  The  principal  are  Otto  Steinbeis  at  Doberlin 
and  Eis.sler  and  Ortlieb  at  Zavidovic,  both  of  which  are  cal- 
culated to  cut  up  200,000  cubic  yards  of  timber  annually.  Next 
to  these  come  Giuseppe    Feltrinelli   at  Kobild(»l   near   Serajevo, 

cutting  up  over  30,000  cubic  yards  annually,  and  Giovanni  Sucany 
at  Han  Compaguie  near  Travnik,  cutting  up  20.000  cubic  yards. 
Besides  these  there  are  many  other  small  establishments  scattered 
over  the  country. 

Sugar  factory.  A  sugar  factory  at  Usora,  another  Government  undertaking, 
with  a  capital  of  83,333/.  (2,000,000  kr.)  is  also,  I  believe,  fairly 
prosperous.  It  employs  500  workpeople  and  produced  in  1899 
about  3,500  tons  of  sugar. 

Distillery.  The  distillery  at  Tuzla  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  profitable 

concern,  although  it  produced  over  170,000  gallons  of  spirits  of 
wine  in  1899. 

Brewery.  The  brewery  of    the  "  Actiengesellschaft "   at    Serajevo,  pro- 

ducing annually  990,000  gallons  (45,000  hectolitres)  of  beer, 
continues  to  be  a  most  lucrative  concern. 

Mining.  The  output  of  all  minerals,  with  the  exception  of  chrome  and 

manganese^  was  greater  in  1899  than  in  1898.  Annex  II  gives 
the  total  output  in  tons,  and  their  value  in  sterling,  of  the  various 
minerals,  and  the  difference  as  regards  1898. 

Annex  III  gives  the  same  information  concerning  all 
oundries,  smelting  works,  &c. 

Agriculture.  Tlic  winter  of  1898-99  was  again  unusually  mild  with  little 

The  wedtker    guQ^y — the  third  mild  winter  in  succession.      The  sprinj;  was  drv 

and  the  cropi.  '        °  •' 
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and  the  summer  Wet  and  cool,  and  all  crops  sufifered  in  con- 
sequence. 

Cereals  were  all  below  the  average,  but  oats  gave  the  best  crop.  Oere«lc. 

Hay  was  a  short  crop  and  damaged  everywhere  by*  the  rain.  Hay. 
In  many  parts  of  the  country  it  remained  weeks  on  the  ground 
before  it  could^  be  carried. 

The  plum  crop  was  very  indifferent — about  half  that  of  1898  Fruit 
— and  the  quality  inferior. 

The  vintage  was  also  deleteiiously  affected  by  the  cool  wet  VinUge. 
summer  and  the  wine  was  of  indifferent  quality. 

The  tobacco  crop  was  also  a  poor  average.     About  2,500  tons  Tobacco, 
were  consigned  by  the  cultivators  to  the  tobacco  "  Eegie,"  for  which 
they  received  in  the  aggregate  about  200,000/. 

The  public  health  was  in  general  fairly  good  during  the  year  PubUo  health. 
1899.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  smallpox  in  the  district  of  Banja- 
luka,  and  measles,  whooping-cough,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
typhoid  fever,  influenza^  dysentery  and  parotitis  existed  more  or 
less  throughout  the  province  the  whole  year,  but  with  no  great 
virulence.  The  most  prevalent  of  the  above  diseases  were 
diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever. 

The  authorities  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  stamping  out  swine  Epixootio 
plague.  During  the  winter  months  there  are  few  cases,  but  the  s^JSTplaKuo. 
number  gradually  lises  as  the  spring  advances,  attaining  its 
maximum  in  August  and  then  again  steadily  falling.  Over 
7,000  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  1899,  all  of  which, 
with  few  exceptions,  either  proved  fatal  or  the  animals  had  to  be 
destroyed. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  in  the  Infectious 
north  of  the  province  among  horned  cattle  of   an   infectious  in-  mflammatiou 
flammation  of  the  tongue.      Over  11,000  animals  were  attacked,  l^^g^^^ 
but  all  seem   to   have   recovered  and  in  May  the  epidemic  had 
ceased. 

There  was  also  much  sheep-pox  in   the  district  of   Biha6,  S^o«P'Po* 
attended  with  great  mortality.     Over  5,500  cases,  of  which  at 
least  25  per  cent,  proved  fatal,  were  reported  to  the  authorities. 

Anthrax  also  prevailed  all  over  the  country  and  among  all  Anthrax, 
kinds  of  cattle  throughout  the  year.    The  number  of  animals 
attacked  was  not  large,  but  they  invariably  succumbed. 

Sabies  also  existed  more  or  less  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Babies. 
Stringent  measures  for  its  suppression  are  enforced  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  over  900  dogs  were  destroyed  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
but  with  little  apparent  effect. 

Finally,  fowl-typhoid  prevailed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  Fowl- 
in  the  north  of  the  province,  but  was  confined  to  two  or  three  ^JP^^i^. 
localities. 

The  works  on  the  Gabella-Castelnuovo  line  of  railway  were  Public  worlds. 
actively  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  but  the  line  will  not  be  ^^^»J»' 
completed  before  the  summer  of  1901. 

The  drainage  works  of  the  town  of  Serajevo  were  continued  Drainago  of 
during  the  summer  of  1890,  but  as  it  is  impossible  to  close  to  all  S«»J«^o- 
traffic  many  of  the  streets  at  once,  the  work  cannot  be  accelerated, 
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Beyenue  and 
expenditure. 


Military 
grant. 


Municipal 
budget. 


Increase  of 
town  dues. 


and  at  least  another  couple  of  years  are  required  to  complete  the 
whole  network  of  sewers. 

According  to  the  Budget  laid  before  the  Austro-Hungariau 
delegations  in  November,  1899,  the  revenue  of  Bosnia  and  the 
Herzegovina  for  the  year  1900  was  estimated  at  1,735,620/. 
(41,654,881  kr.),  and  the  expenditure  at  1,730,265/.  (41,526,368  kr.), 
with  a  surplus,  5,355/.  (128,513  kr.).  This  is  an  increase  in  two 
years  of  131,932/.  (3,166,381  kr.)  and  131,447/.  (3,154,728  kr.) 
respectively. 

The  annual  grant  for  the  Austro-Hungarian  army  of  occupation 
for  the  current  year — the  only  expense  incurred  by  Austria- 
Hungary  for  these  provinces— was  304,250/.  (7,302,000  kr.).  This 
is  higher  than  last  year's  grant,  which  probably  may  be  attributed 
to  the  raising  of  the  officers'  pay  in  the  Austro-Hungarian  army 
and  to  the  increase  of  the  allowance  given  to  the  men  in  lieu  of 
supper. 

The  municipal  revenue  of  the  town  of  Serajevo  in  1899  was 
47,062/.,  being  3,042/.  more  than  the  estimate,  and  the  expenditure 
39,761/.  or  2,221/.  less  than  the  estimate. 

Although  there  is  a  steady  annual  increase  in  the  municipal 
receipts,  they  do  not  keep  pace  with  the  requisite  expenditure,  and 
it  has  therefore  been  decided  to  raise  the  octroi  or  town  dues  on 
all  drinks  and  provisions  from  the  beginning  of  1901. 
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Annex  L — ^Table  of  all  Exports  and  Imports  to  and  from  Bosnia 
and  the  Herzegovina  during  the  Tear  1899. 


Article0« 


Colonials •• 

Spicas 

Southern  fruits    ••         ••         «• 

Snsar       ••        • 

Tooacco    t«         ••         ••         •• 

Com,  grain,  flour,  Ae 

Ta^etables,  fruits,  and  plants  •  # 
Poultry,  game,  and  fish  •  •         • . 

Animal  woducts 

FattT  suDstances  •  •        •  •        •  • 

OiU 

Drink 

Proyisions*.         ••         ••         •• 

Wood  and  ooal    •«        .. 
Turner/  and  wood-oarring       •  • 
Drags  and  perf umerj     .  •         •  • 
Minerals  •#         ••         ••         •• 

Dje-stufFs*.         

Gums  and  resins • 

Minersiloils         

Cotton  goods       • 

Jute,  wkt  and  hemp  goods  1 1 
Wool  and  woollen  goods  •  • 

Silk  and  silk  goods  •  •  • . 
Clothing  and  haberdashery  • . 
Brush  and  sieve-makers*  wares  #  • 
Straw  and  bast  wares  .  •  • . 
Paper  and  paper  goods  •  •  •• 
InoiambW  goods  •«         •• 

Oilcloth,  tarpaulins,  &o. .  •  •  • 
Leather  and  leather  goods        •• 

Furs         •• 

Wooden  and  bone  wares,  basket 
work     ••         ••         ••         •• 

Glass  and  glass  wares    ••         •• 

Stone  and  stone  goods    •  •         •  • 

Brioks,  earthenware,  and  ohina.* 
Iron  and  ironwork         ••         •• 

Base  metals  and  metal  goods    • « 

Machinery  

Carriages  and  boats        •  •         •  • 
Precious  metals  and  coins         • . 
Scientifio   and    mnsieal   instru- 
ments, hardware,  &o,  •  •         •  • 

Salt  

Chemicals  ••         ••         ••         •• 

Druffs,  perfomery ,  and  colours  •  • 

Candles  and  soap • 

Matches  and  explosires  « •         •  • 
Printed  matter  and  works  of  art 
Befnse      ••         ••         ••        •• 

Packings   ••        ••         ••         •• 

Sundries   ••        •«        ••         #• 

Total        ••        •• 


Imports. 


1899. 


Tons. 

2,685 

68 

1,614 

4,656 

600 

42,947 

13,776 

107 

867 

1,180 

840 

11,697 

1,818 

22,644 

•  • 

15 

8,682 

28 

682 

8,898 

1,953 

1,218 

650 

24 

2,044 

61 

43 

1,006 

64 

20 

880 

3 

929 

1,246 

780 

17,668 

18,414 

888 

2,060 

206 

8 

254 
4,150 
1,038 

474 

799 

1,070 

65 

186 
2,084 
4,340 


More  or 

Less  than 

in  1898. 


181,658 


+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


+ 


+ 
+ 


Tons. 

91 

18 

206 

188 

206 


-  27,666 
+    8,846 

4 

-  202 

94 

-  106 
927 
825 

8,149 
2 
1 

-  2,741 

22 
7 
6,069 
736 
813 
620 
10 
684 
12 


+ 
+ 


68 

45 

12 

158 

8 

176 
134 
161 


+    2,560 
1,665 
61 
670 
83 
4 


81 
698 

64 
125 
132 
168 

16 

241 

207 

1,278 


•  • 


Exports. 


1899. 


Tons. 

27 

1 

122 

998 

1,534 

60,340 

28,844 

401 

8,235 

59 

20 

2,814 

800 

265,601 

2 

1 

66,074 

2,011 

82 

11,885 

77 

216 

815 

5 

694 

6 

2 

76 


•  t 


4 

122 

2 

408 

43 

120 

2,765 

15,733 

290 

110 

86 

2 

60 

6,282 

21,937 

18 

88 

58 

25 

1,632 

2,243 

4,605 


More  or 

Less  than 

in  1898. 


471,026 


Tons. 
68 

-     io9 

-  733 

-  634 
+  16,276 
-21.,454 
+  47 
+       497 

-  145 

-  168 
+       288 

-  886 
+  57,239 

51 

-  4 
+  22,881 

-  1,278 
12 

8,820 

6ii 

152 

69 

1 

176 


+ 
+ 


•  • 


+ 

+ 


1 

10 

4 

4 

13 

198 

80 

22 

1,305 

1,404 

9 

64 

17 

6 

20 
41 
8,766 
14 
14 
7 

10 

193 

228 

8,286 


•  • 
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Annex  II. — Output  of  Minerals  in  Bosnia  and  the  Herzegovina 

during  the  Year  1899. 


Mineral 

Output  in 
1899. 

More  or 

Less  than  in 

1898. 

Value. 

« 

More  or 

Less  than  in 

1898. 

Coal 

Iron  ore           #  #         •  • 
Copper  ore      • .         •  • 
Huiganese       •  t         •  • 
Clironie  ore     •  •         •  • 
Iron  pyrites     •• 
Grey  copper    •  • 

Brine    ••         ••         •• 

Tons. 

808,425 

67,085 

8,980 

6,266 

196 

480 

681 

Gallons. 
80,587,084 

Tons, 
•f      82,242 
+        8,552 
+           195 
54 
262 
+           190 
•1-             98 

GhJlons. 
+4,626,698 

£ 

64,169 

18,972 

.    2,082 

7,458 

653 

179 

853 

4,627 

£ 

+     6,976 
+      3,276 
+         120 
^        805 
-        711 
+          79 
302 

« 

+        701 

Total     •• 

•  • 

t  • 

83,993 

•f      9,883 

Annex  III. — Gross  Production  of  all  Foundries,  Smelting  Works, 
&c.,  in  Bosnia  and  the  Herzegovina  during  the  Year  1899. 


Product. 

Quantity  in 
1899. 

More  or 
Less  than  in 

Value. 

More  or 
Less  than  in 

1898. 

1898. 

Dwt. 

Dwt. 

£ 

£ 

Gold 

16 

+          18 

8 

+            8 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Quicksiher 

4 

•  • 

868 

*  • 

Pure  copper     •  • 

190 

-h           41 

tl,876 

+      2,763 

Copperwork     ..         .. 

23 

27 

1,920 

+      1,920 

Baw  iron 

18,749 

-      1,587 

37,805 

-      4,280 

Cast-iron  irares 

1,110 

*        168 

11,097 

+      2,207 

Wrought-iron  wares  •• 

9,989 

+      1,428 

70,738 

+      9,277 

Bait       •  •         « •         t  • 

15,028 

+         582 

96,916 

+      8,559 

Total     .. 

•  • 

t  • 

231,216 

+    15,449 
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(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  Februarj  21,  1901.) 

The  economical  and  financial  stagnation  which  has  held  UnfavouMbto 
Hungary  in  its  grip  since  the  year  1895  showed  no  signs  of  «*"***»«*  i" 
amelioration  during  the  past  12  months ;  on  the  contrary,  the  ^^^' 
situation  has  become  worse.  In  spite  of  a  tolerably  good  harvest, 
the  unsettled  character  of  the  economical  relations  with  Austria 
on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  the  general  stiflfeuing  of  the 
international  gold  market,  seriously  depressed  the  spirit  of 
enterprise,  and  there  is  to  be  observed  everywhere,  but  especially 
in  the  Capital,  a  standstill  in  every  branch  of  trade  and  industry. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  an  active  demand  for  Hungarian  mortgage 
bonds  and  communal  obligations,  the  building  industry  in  Buda- 
Pesth  has  entered  upon  a  period  of  enforced  idleness,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, the  wage-earning  capacity  of  numerous  classes  has 
received  a  severe  check.  An  equally  prejudicial  induence  has 
been  exerted  by  the  depreciation  of  local  values,  no  less  than  by 
the  unremunerative  business  effected  by  the  great  industrial  firms. 
A  noticeable  result  has  been  an  exodus  on  a  large  scale  of  working 
hands. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  economic  But  credit 
situation  has  taken  a  critical  character ;  credit  maintains  itself  ^^}7  . 
unshattered  and  discharges  its  normal  functions.     A  favourable  "'•^^^^^"^ 
symptom  is  also  to  be  noted  in  the  fact  that  the  railway  returns  increase  in 
show  no  falling-off ;  on  the  contrary,  the  goods  traffic  during  the  railwaj 
second  half  of  1900  manifested  a  progressive  increase.  retunw. 

On  January  1,  1901,  the  decennial  census  was  taken  through-  censu*  taken, 
out  the  country.      The  figures  resulting  are  looked  forward  to  January  i, 
with  some  anxiety,  but  yet  with  the  hope  that  the  population  '^'^• 
will  be  found  to  have  increased  in  a  satisfactory  ratio,  ia  spite  of 
the  general  depression  prevalent  during  so  large  a  part  of  the 
decade  just  over,  as  also  of  the  unwelcome  proportions  at  times 
assumed  by  the  tide  of  emigration. 

The  placing  of  the  currency  upon  a  gold  basis,  which  has  been  Currency 
80  long  promised,  at  last  appears  to  be  fairly  in  sight     The  two  f©f<»m  no* 
Governments  have  been  able  during  the  past  year  to  carry  out  *"  *^^^' 
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the  major  portion  of  their  joint  scheme,  and  little  remains  to  be 
done.  Th«  introduction  of  the  obligatoiy  reckoning  in  kronen 
instead  of  florins  was  effected  on  January  1,  1900,  and  was 
accepted  without  friction. 

Of  the  State  notes  which  had  to  be  withdrawn,  amounting 
in  all  to  200,000,000  gulden  (16,666,000/.),  the  50  gulden  and 
1  gulden  notes— 88,000,000  crulden  (7,333,000/.)  in  value— have 
already  been  redeemed;  the  5  gulden  notes — 112,000,000  gulden 
(9,333,000/.) — are  to  be  withdrawn  by  September  1  of  next  year 
and  to  be  replaced  by  kronen  notes,  which  in  their  turn  are  to 
be  covered  by  the  s^old  payments  made  to  the  Avistro-Hungarian 
Bank  by  the  two  Governments. 

With  the  final  withdrawal  of  these  notes,  the  ground  will  be 
cleared  for  the  resumption  of  payments  in  specie.  The  Hungarian 
Government  proposes  in  the  first  place  to  decree  an  optional 
system  of  cash  payments,  so  as  to  satisfy  the  internal  demand  for 
gold,  and  also  to  arrive  at  some  computation  of  the  amount  of  gold 
hoarded  by  the  public.  For  this  purpose  the  banks  will  at  the 
proper  moment  issue  a  quantity  of  gold  into  circulation. 

The  supply  of  gold  now  lying  at  the  disposal  of  the  Hunt^arian 
Government  is  calculated  at  246,000,000  kr.  (10,250,000/.);  of 
which  114,600,000  kr.  (4,775,000/.)  have  been  paid  over  to  the 
bank,  and  48,000,000  kr.  (2,000,000/.)  retained  in  the  Treasury. 

The  capital  of  the  interest-bearing  funded  debt  in  Hungary 
at  the  close  of  1899  was  (internal  and  external),  184,558,458/. 
The  amount  of  floating  debt  at  the  same  moment  was  2,948,983/. 
This  gives  a  total  debt  of  187,507,441/.,  and  the  charge  for  the 
service  of  the  debt,  with  sinking  fund,  was  11,861,167/.  The 
debt  represents  about  9^^/.  per  head  of  the  population,  and  the 
annual  charge  -nftj/.  per  head. 

The  shrinkage  in  the  value  of  capital  invested  in  Hungary 
has  of  late  years  been  nothing  short  of  calamitous.  The  following 
list  will  show  the  depreciation  in  various  undertakings  since  the 
year  1 896 : — 


Iiiftiirance  companies 

Hanks  . .  . .  . .  . . 

Savings  banks 

Mills 

Brick -malting  companies  ..  .. 

Mines  . . 

Machine  factories  .. 

Pri  ling  companies 

Mi^celluncons 

Transport  and  forwarding  companies 


Amount  of 
Loss. 


£ 

730,000 

1,490,000 

285,830 

362,708 

800,000 

466,600 

748,380 

310,000 

1,122,600 

1,916,660 


The  above  does  not  include  the  numberless  minor  undertaking? 
which  have  disappeared  altogether ;  nor  the  depreciation  on  the 
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State  Railway  bonds,  the  shares  of  the  Danube  Steamer  Oom- 
panies,  &c.  The  one  bright  spot  in  the  tield  under  review  is  thrt 
circutnstance  that,  notwithstanding  these  heavy  losses,  the 
Hungarian  public  were  able  and  willing  to  subscribe  1,250,000/. 
to  the  silver  loan  issued  by  the  Government  in  May  last  for  a 
total  of  120,000,000  kr.  (5,000,000/.).  About  2,000,000/.  was 
invested  abroad  during  the  year  by  the  best-accredited  Hungarian 
institutions,  perhaps  a  third  of  the  usual  amount. 

About  500  new  co-operative  associations  were  founded  last  New- 
year,  raising  the  total  of  these  in   Hungary  to  2,000.     In  the  JJJJ^fJIJ^*"* 
league    of    the    National    Credit    Association  are    to   be   found 
900  constituent  societies,  with  143,000  members  who  enjoy  from 
the  Central  Association  a  credit  of  over  2,000,000/. 

The  following  is  an  exact  list  of  all  fresh  undertakini^s  started 
in  Hungary  in  the  years  mentioned : — 


Name  of  Undertaking. 


1900. 


No.      Amount. 


No. 


1899. 


Amount. 


189R. 


No. 


.Amount. 


Banking  estabUrihment«      .  • 
Sayings  banks 
Co-operative  societies 
Industrial  undertakings     . . 
hooal  railway  and  shipping 

oompanies 

Insurance  companies 
Tarious 

Total 
Increased  share  capital 


Total 
Reduced  share  capital 

Total 


16 

12 

613 

45 

8 

3 

14 

611 
45 


15 


£ 
83,76« 
46,750 

1,059,791 

1,223,933 

128,300 


2,537,542 
1,240,154 


3,777,696 
238,676 


8,539,020 


20 

12 

483 

38 

9 

3 

22 


687 
66 


28 


£ 


120,921 
65,504 

1,454,843 

973,316 

8,333 

264,J*4S 

19 

21 

271 

42 

6 

10 
18 

387 
60 

•  • 
17 

•  • 

2,877,866 
1,522,492 

4,400,368 
607,773 

3,792,586 

£ 
249,260 
111,748 

1,268,248 

1,551,216 

91.916 

251,209 

3,523,^88 
2,415,018 


5,938,606 
314,342 

5,624,264 


Companies  going  into  liquidation : — 


Year. 


1898 . . 
lSi»9  . . 
1900.. 


Number. 


63 
67 
71 


Hungarian  rentes  have  sustained  a  considerable  fall  during  Fall  in 
the  past  months.     The  new  (kronen)  loan  of   5,000,000/.  was  Him^riwi 
placed  at  an  average  of  89.    The  market  price  for  the  same  sank       ^' 
from  93-80  lo  8980  rising  again  to  93. 
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And  in  State         The   following  table  records   the    fluctuations   sustained    by 


)»»per  since 

1806 

gencnuljT. 


Hungarian  State  paper  since  1896  : — 


Price  on  December  31- 


.     1896. 

Per  cent. 

BailwajLoan i  122*75 

4  per  cent .  Gold  Rente. .  .  •  122  '25 
„  Kronen  Rente  , .  99  '25 
Hungarian  Lottery  Loan  ••  150*10 
Land  Redemption  Bonds  •  •  97  '75 
Liquor  Traffic  Rights,  Redemp- 
tion Bonds      100-50 


1897.        1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent  Per  cent. 

120  -50 

120  00 

120  00 

100  00 

121  -CO 

120  00 

120  00 

98-60 

99-60 

97-90 

94-75 

9-2-96 

153  00 

158  00 

16000 

166-50 

97-25 

96-75 

94-50 

72-26 

101  -25 

101-00 

1 

99-50 

98-60 

Fall  in 
general 
■eeuritiesin 
tame  time. 


Oon6denoe 
itill  felt  in 
the  fntnre  of 
the  countrj. 


Taking  all  securities  together,  not  including  Government  stock 
or  mortgages,  which  are  dealt  with  on  the  Budapest  Exchange,  it 
results  that,  in  the  year  1900,  the  total  advances  in  price  amounted 
to  3,152,000  kr.  (131,330/.)  only,  whilst  the  total  loss  in  value 
was  98,040,755  kr.  (4,085,000/.).  This,  therefore,  implies  a  net 
depreciation  of  3,953,700/.  Compared,  however,  with  values  in 
the  year  1895,  the  enormous  falling-off  is  apparent  of 
290.000,000  kr.  (12,083,000/.). 

Gloomy  as  this  picture  is,  unshaken  confidence  is  expressed 
by  the  best-informed  authorities  in  the  ability  of  the  Hungarian 
people,  with  the  abundance  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  to 
pave  the  way  for  a  return  of  prosperity.  The  recommendation  is 
particularly  made  that  Hungary  should  seek  to  enlarge  her 
dealings  with  other  States. 


ITie  Hungarian  Budget  for  1901. 


Bifclanoe- 
sheet. 

the  1/.)  :— 

[leet  IS  sno 

wn  as  lOiJ 

ows  [oxj  L'k  Kr.  w) 

Ordinary  expenditure     •.          •• 
Transitory  expenditure  . . 
State  investments 

Total 

„     revenue   ..         •• 

Surplus 

Estimate. 

1901. 

1901 

1900. 

• 
Increase    Decrease. 

£ 

40,437,354 

1,282,160 

2,303,254 

£ 

39,901,499 

2,011,881 

2,259,457 

£                £ 
535,855 

729,221 
48,797 

44,022,768 
44,024,262 

*4,172,337 
44,178,475 

149,569 
154,218 

1,494 

6,138 

4,644 
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The    increase    in    the    estimated    ordinary    expenditure    of  Idcimm  Ib 
12,860,523  kr.  (535,855/.)  is  partly  attributable  to  the  augmen-  ordinary 
tation.  amounting  to  2,561,126  kr.   (106,714t)  in  the  shai-e  of  «P?^"~- 
Hunv»ary  in  the  common  expenses  with  Austria.  expenses  with 

Under  this  total  increase  of  ordinary  expenditure  it  is  to  be  Austria, 
noted  that  a  sum  of  5,100,000  kr.  (212,500/.)  is  assigned  to  the  ^^•^ 
service  of  various  recent  legislative  measures,  principally  in  con-      ^^^*' 
nection  with  the  State  railways.     Also  that  reforms  connected  On  justios, 
with  justice,  police,  educational  institutions,  &c.,  absorb  an  addition  *o. 
to  previous  estimates  of  4,600,000  kr.  (191,660/.). 

The  principal  variations,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
are  the  following  : — 

The  service  of  the  public  debt  demands  an  increase  of  On  service  of 
1,510,827  kr.  (62,051/.),  chiefly  on  account  of  interest  on  the  rail-  jjjjj^f''''^*'' 
way  bonds  issued  durin^j;  tlie  present  year ;  also  on  the  capital 
25,346,000  kr.  (1,056,083/)  to  be  raised  for  further  State  invest- 
ments, which  alone,  with  the  costs,  demands  an  increase  of 
5,933,400  kr.  (247,220/.).  The  smallness  of  the  total  increase  is 
explained  by  the  fact  of  the  abandonment  of  a  further  intended 
issue  of  3J  per  cent,  rentes,  involving  an  economy  of  4,054,960  kr. 
(168,956/.) 

The  Ministry  of    Finance   asks  for  6,055,629  kr.  (252,318/.)  Minbfcrj  of 
less  than  in   1900.     Amongst  the  economies  foreseen  is  one  ot  ^''^•"ce. 
5,856,566  kr.  (244,023/.),  in  the   working  expenses  of  the  State 
ironworks,  unfortunately  rendered   probable   by  the  languishing 
condition  of  the  industry. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  expenses  of  the  Tobacc(»  Eegie 
owinj^  to  more  extensive  operations. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce  requircis  an  increase  of  7,909,928  kr.  Ministrjr  of 
(329,580/.)  in  all.     Of  this  sum,  1,876,400  kr.  (78,183/.)  wiU  be  Commerce, 
devoted  to  augmented  expenditure  on  the*  postal,  telegraphic,  and 
telephonic  services.     The  returns,  however,  are  fully  expected  to 
cover  the  extra  outlay.     The  State  railways  will  take  4,980,534  kr. 
(207,522/.)  additional,  but  here  again  an  ample  cover  is  looked  for. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  asks  for  2,793,832  kr.  (116,409/).  Ministry  of 
more  than  last  year,  1,393,746  kr.  (58,073/.)  extra  being  assigned  Agriculture, 
to  a  reorganised  veterinary  service. 

The   Ministry   of  Public  Education  will   take   1,978,294  kr.  Mini»tjrv  of 
(82,429/.)  additional,  to  be  employed  in  various  urgent  reforms,  ^"*'''*^ . 
extensions  of  elementary  and  other  schools,  &c.  ducati«>n. 

As  regards  the  extraordinary  expenditure,  a  diminution   on  Estimated 
the  whole  of  16,450,179  kr.   (685,424/.)  is  foreseen,  embracing  diminution  in 
transitory  expenditure  and  investments ;  the  chief  reason  being  exJ^ditwrT^ 
that  no  further  demand  for  silver  bullion  will  be  made  in  con- 
nection  with  the  coinage  of  the  new  5  kr.  pieces. 

But  with  regard  to  the  principal  variations  shown,  it  is  to  Joint 
be  noted   that  the  joint  extraordinary   expenses  of    the   Dual  extraordinary 
Monarchy   will  demand  from    Hungary   a   contribution    larger  ?^P*°*^^'* 
by  4,180,601   kr.   (174,190/.)   than    in   1900;    this   arises   both™'''"''' 
from  the  natural  growth  of  these  expenses,  and  from  the  fact 
that  the  proportion  to  be  borne  by  Hungary  has  been  increased 
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to  33-^  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  as  in  the  ordinary  joint  expendi- 
ture. 

In  the  Finance  Department  there  is  a  diminution  of 
21,451,547  kr.  (893,814Z.);  the  excess  in  the  last  Budget  being 
partly  due  to  the  coinage  operations  and  partly  to  the  participa- 
tion in  the  Paris  Exhibition. 

Finally,  for  investment  purposes  in  connection  witli  the 
Hungarian  State  railways,  25,346,000  kr.  (1,056,083/.)  are 
assigned,  being  an  advance  over  last  year's  figures  of  5,346,000  kr, 
(222,750/.). 

Turning  to  the  side  of  revenue,  tlie  ordinary  receipts  are 
estimated  at  14,575,754  kr.  (607,323/.)  more  than  in  1900.  The 
direct  taxes  are  credited  with  4,600,000  kr.  (191,660/.)  increase; 
excise  and  octroi  with  4,000,000  kr.  (166,660/.) ;  stamps  with 
960,000  kr.  (40,000/.);  the  Tobacco  R^e  with  1,716,000  kr. 
(71,500/.) ;  the  salt  monopoly  with  341,226  kr.  (14,218/.),  &c. 

Among  the  diminutions  foreseen  is  7,451,118  kr.  (310,463/.)  in 
the  receipts  from  the  State  ironworks,  already  referred  to. 

The  revenues  of  the  Commercial  Department  are  credited  with 
an  increase  of  9,032,689  kr.  (376,362./);  posts  and  telegraphs 
supplying  3,300,000  kr.  (137,500/.),  and  State  railways  5,214,000  kr. 
(217,250/,). 

Extraordinary  receipts  show  a  slight  diminution  in  prospect. 

Tlie  actual  public  expenditure  in  1899,  excluding  expenditure 
provided  for  by  loans,  was : — 


Bate  of 
exchange. 


Pamphlet 
dealing  with 
final  accounts 
1868-97. 


Ponsions  and 
nnperannua- 
tion 
allowances. 


Amount. 

Railways     .. 
Posts  and  telegraphs 
Public  debt.. 
Other  services 

Total    . . 

5,594,376 

1,505,542 

11,861,167 

23,836,208 

42,797 ,2H2 

The  average  rate  of  exchange  between  EugUsh  money  and  the 
standard  Hungarian  coin  was  in  1889,  10/.,  equal  to  239*36  kr. ; 
and  in  1899,  10/.,  equal  to  241*23  kr. 

An  exhaustive  study  of  the  final  accounts  of  the  financial 
administration  of  Hungary  during  the  30  years  ending  with  1897 
has  recently  been  published  by  Mr.  Bencke,  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment, who  has  officiated  for  several  years  past  as  Reporter  to  the 
House  of  the  Committee  charged  with  the  examination  of  that 
subject.  The  following,  down  to  the  end  of  this  Report,  are 
extracts  from  that  work,  translated  from  the  Hungarian : — 

In  1868  the  liabilities  under  pensions,  &c.,  amounted  to 
2,864,000  fl.  (12  fl.,  equal  to  1/.  nearly).  Since  that  time 
they  have  gradually  risen,  reaching  8,416,000  fl.  in  1897, 
owing  partly  to  successive  retirements  among  the  elder  employes 
and  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  re-organisation  of  various  depart- 
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irients  of  the  public  service  rendered  the  retirement  of  a  number 
of  active  officials  necessary. 

Consequent  upon  the  steady  increase  of  the  public  debt,  the  1  he  poblle 
amount  required  for  interest  and  the  service  of  the  debt  grew  in  ?®^** 
proportion.       The   expenditure  under   this   head   was,  in   1868,  ^^^liSJlT  "* 
48,ii21,000    fl.,   but    in    1884    this    had   risen   to    more    than  expenditoro 
100,000,000  fl.     From  that  date  the  requirements  of  the  public  o^- 
debt  steadily  rose,  first,  to  112,000,000  fl.,  and  then  to  133.500,000  fl. 
from  various  causes,  including  the  redemption  of  the  right  of  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors,  for  which  object  interest  bearing  redeem- 
able  bonds  were  issued  ;    also  the  acquisition  by   the   State   of 
the   Hungarian   lines   of  the   Austro-Hungarian   State    Ilailway  Pi-ewnt 
Company.     Henceforth  the  annual  expenditure  under  this  title  *°°"*^  Bgai9. 
will  be  from  131,000,000  to  132,000,000  fl. 

The  participation  in  the  expenditure  for  the  Croato-Slavonian  Expenditure 
Local  Government  was,  up  to  Januaiy  1,  1900,  calculated  at  45  c^nn«<'*»d 
per  cent,  of  the  corresponding  revenue,  but  will   in   future   be  ^oataan 
calculated  at  44  per  cent.     The  expenditure  entered  under  that  l*ical 
head  likewise  shows  a  steady  increase.     In  1871  this  amounted  goTemment. 
to  a  little  over  2,000,000  fl.,  rising  between  1872  and  1876  to 
more  than  4,000,000  fl.,  since  when  it  increased  to  5,000,000  fl. 
in  1883,  reaching  in  1891  over  6,000,000  fl.,  and  later  on  7,000,000, 
8,000,000,  and  even  9,000,000  fl. 

The  Budget  of  the  Home  Office — Ministry  of  the  Interior —  Miniitry  of 
amount'Cd,  during  the  first  years  after  the  re-establishment  of  *^*  in*«™w- 
Constitutional  Government,  tp  about  9,500,000  t^  1 0,500,000  fl. 
In  1872  it  came  down  to  between  7,000,000  and  8,000,000  fl.,  a 
considerable  part  of  the  items  charged  to  this  department  being 
transferred  to  the  Ministry  of  Justice,  in  conformity  with  the 
law  altering  the  system  of  judicial  administration.  But  in  1884-85 
it  again  rose  to  above  9,000,000  fl.,  and  since  then  it  has  gradually 
progressed  to  10,000,000,  11,000,000,  12,000,000,  13,000,000  and 
lately  to  more  than  15,000,000  fl. 

This  increase  was  caused  by  various  new  creations,  such  as  the 
re-organisation  of  the  sanitary  and  police  service  on  a  broader  and 
more  efficient  basis,  the  setting  up  of  public  registries,  the 
augmented  allowances  to  the  county  authorities,  &c. 

The  constant  development  of  public  afiairs  has  naturally  re-  Administr*- 
acted  upon   the   whole    organisation,  but  especially  upon    the  **<>"  ^^  **^« 
expenditure  for  the  administration  of  the  public  exchequer.     The  eiwjhequ©''. 
changes  that  have  taken  place  during  the  past  30  ye^rs,  are,  for 
instance,  the  opening  up  of   fresh  sources  of  income,  creating, 
organising,  and  administering  new  rates  and  taxes,  the  creation  of 
the  institute  of  inspectors  of  taxes  and  assessment  offices,  which 
afterwards  Ifad  again  to  be  abolished,  tlie  founding  of  cadastral 
offices  for  the  registration   of   land   taxes,   and   the   creation  of 
exchequer  courts.     In  consequence  of  the  alteration  in  the  Statute 
Law  XXVIII,  of  1889,  finance  directors  with  tlieir  offices  were 
created  in  almost  every  county,  the  number  of  tax  offices  was 
permanently  increased,  and  the  staff"  of  the  central  department  of 
the  Treasury  had  also  to  be  permanently  increased.     The  expenses 
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in  coiiiiectioii  with  these  changes  in  course  of  time  doubled  the 
budget  of  this  department,  whilst  in  1868,  5,231,000  fl.  covered 
the  requirements  of  this  department,  it  absorbed  ui  1897  more  than 
10,000,000  fl. 

The  increase  in  the  Budget  of  the  Ministry  of  Commerce — 
Board  of  Trade—has  been  still  larger.  Not  including  the  costs 
for  the  maintenance  of  public  highways,  it  rose  from  500,000  to 
3,000,000  fl.,  and  reached  eventually  a  figure  over  4,000,000  fl., 
but  it  must  be  mentioned  that  the  deficit  of  the  National  Exliibi- 
tion,  1896,  was  charged  to  this  department  in  the  accounts  of 
1897.  This  notable  increase  is,  however,  fully  accounted  for  by 
the  extraordinary  activity  of  this  department,  which  has  achieved 
considerable  success  in  developing  trade,  industry,  and  commerce, 
and  in  safe-guarding  and  protecting  the  rights  of  commerce  in 
general,  aud  is  likely  to  nchieve  still  greater  success^is  in  the 
future. 

The  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  public  highways  varies 
from  2,000,000  to  3,000,000  and  even  to  4,000,000  fl.  The  tot4il 
length  of  these  highways  was  in  1897,  6,981*565  kiloms.  in 
Hungary,  and  1,163*741  kiloms.. in  Croatia-Slavonia.  The  cost  of 
maintenance  was  between  380  and  390  fl.  per  kiloni. 

The  expenses  for  the  Administration  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture— including  the  maintenance  of  the  waterways — amounted 
in  1868  to  something  above  500,000  fl.,  whilst  in  1897  they 
exceeded  3,500,000  fl.  This  increase  clearly  proves  that  great  and 
intense  care  has  been  bestowed  on  all  branches  of  agriculture, 
notably  on  the  promotion  of  special  instruction  through  schools 
of  forestry,  of  agriculture  in  general  and  of  farming.  Veterinary 
science,  cattle-raising,  viniculture,  improvement  of  the  soil,  silk 
farming  and  colonisation,  are  all  objects  with  which  this  depart- 
ment has  had  to  deal.  Great  care  was  devoted  in  1892  to  the 
stamping  out  of  the  rinderpest,  and  since  1881,  to  protecting 
the  vineyards  against  the  ravages  of  the  phylloxera.  All  these 
branches  of  agriculture  receive  an  ever- increasing  and  careful 
attention. 

The  Budget  of  the  Ministry  of  Worship  and  Public  Instruc- 
tion has  during  the  last  30  years  increased  tenfold,  so  much  so, 
that  it  amounted  in  1897  to  more  than  10,000,000  fl.  This  large 
increase  is  chiefly  due  to  the  development  in  all  branches  of 
public  instruction,  but  also  to  a  more  extended  application  of 
State  grants  for  educational  purposes,  to  the*  transformation  of 
teaching  institutes  into  State  establishments,  and  to  the  continual 
creation  and  maintenance  of  new  educational  establishments. 

The  expenditure  of  the  Ministry  of  Justice  amounted  in  1872 
to  from  3,000,000  to  4,000,000  fl.  In  that  year,  however,  conse- 
quent upon  an  alteration  in  legal  procedure,  a  certain  amount  of 
business  was  transferred  from  the  Home  Office  to  the  Ministry  of 
Justice,  thus  causing  an  increase  in  its  expenditure,  which  from 
that  time  amounted  to  about  10.000,000  fl.  per  annum,  remaining 
at  that  figure  until  the  80's,  when  it  reached  11,000,000  fl., 
increasing  ap  to  1897  to  more  than  14,000,000  fl.     The  latter 
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increase  is  ascribed  to  the  changes  effected  in  the  system  of  courts 
of  justice,  and  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Sanitary  Laws,  as  well 
as  to  many  other  changes  introduced  into  legal  affairs,  producing 
an  increased  amount  of  legal  business. 

The    requirements    of    the    Ministry   of    National    Defence  MLiniBtiy  of 
(Honvdd  Ministry)  have,  since  the  re-establishment  of  Constitu-  JJ*^"*^ 
tional  Government,  simply  doubled.     In  1897  the  sums  required    ®  ^^' 
by  this  department   amounted  to  12,000,000  fl.     During   these 
30  years  the  Honv^d  Army  has  not  only  been  organised,  but  also 
carefully  developed  and  perfected  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency. 

The    total    expenditure    of    the    administration    rose    from  Total 
111,000,000  fl.,  at  which  it  stood  in  1868,  to  261,000,000  fl.  in  expendituw 
1897.     To  meet  this  enormous  expenditure,  it  became  neceasary  ^  ^^'^^ 
to  create  an  adequate  revenue  by  opening  up   new   sources   of 
income.     The  most  productive  source  of  income  during  this  period  Original      ' 
was  found  to  be  direct  taxation,  including  the  additional  quota  of  »jBtem  of 
the  Land  Redemption  tax.     The  system  of  taxation  prevailing  at  ?"^ 
the  time  of  the  re-establishment  of  Constitutional  Government 
was  devised  by  an  absolute  Administration,  but  it  was  accessary 
that  it  should  remain  provisionally  in  force,  and  in  spite  of  emen- 
dations introduced  by  law,  together  with  new  kind  of  taxes  and 
rates  in  the  meantime,  it  is  virtually  still  the  basis  of  the  system 
of  taxation. 

In  1868  there  existed  only  four  kinds  of  direct  taxes,  viz.,  changet 
land  tax,  house  tax,  income  tax,  and  a  tax  on  salaries  or  wage>s.  introduced. 
The  audit  showed  a  clear  revenue  of  58,000.000  fl.  In  1875  the 
tax  on  salaries  or  wages  was  merged  into  the  newly-organised 
trade  tax,  and  likewise  part  of  the  former  income  tax  was  also 
merged  into  this  trade  tax,  whilst  out  of  the  remaining  part,  four 
independent  kinds  of  taxes  were  formed,  viz.,  a  tax  on  interest 
upon  capital,  on  rents,  on  mines,  and  on  the  income  of  those  public 
concerns  which  are  by  law  bound  to  publish  annually  a  balance 
sheet  of  their  business. 

Besides  these,  entirely  new  taxes  were  created,  such  as  a  New  taxes 
duty  on  transport  by  rail  or  steamer,  taxes  upon  luxury  and  created, 
sport,  and  licences  for  carrying  arms.  To  supplement  revenue, 
which  still  proved  insufficient  to  meet  the  steadily  rising  expendi- 
ture, the  General  Supplementary  Income  Tax  was  imposed  in 
1875.  By  these  enactments  the  revenue  was  raised,  in  1876,  from 
70,000,000  to  80,000,000  fl.  In  1879  the  so-called  taxes  upon 
luxury  were  abolished,  and  lottery  taxes  were  introduced  instead 
of  them.  In  1880  the  passenger  duties  were  augmented,  and  a 
tax  ci^ated,  to  be  levied  on  those  persons  who,  from  whatever 
legal  cause,  were  exempt  from  military  service.  This  latter  tax 
was  subsequently  increased  in  proportion  to  the  income  of  the 
person  exempted.  In  the  last-mentioned  year  the  additional 
income  tax  was  considerably  increased,  and  the  income  of  capital 
deposited  at  banks  and  other  financial  establishments  was  sub- 
jected to  taxation.  The  year  1883  brought  some  modifications  in 
the  law  on  taxation  of  land,  houses,  rents,  and  capital,  and  also  on  • 
the  General    Supplementary  Income  Tax.     These  changes  fully 
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account  for  the  improvement  in  the  returns  of  direct  taxation. 
The  Law  of  1883,  wliich  exempted  the  day-lahourei-s'  earnings 
from  taxation,  in  no  way  influenced  the  steady  rise  in  the  revenue 
from  direct  taxation.  Thus  in  1880  the  revenue  rose  from 
81,000,000  to  83,000,000  fl. ;  in  1883,  from  88,000,000  to 
92,000,000  fl. ;  and  in  1884,  from  92,000,000  to  94,000,000  fl.  In 
1887  the  passenger  duties  were  again  increased,  and  the  revenue 
in  that  year  was  95,000,000  fl.,  whilst  in  1888  it  stood  at  over 
99,000,000  H.  The  revenue  still  continued  to  rise,  reaching  in 
1897  108,500,000  fl. 

It  is  at  present  generally  conceded,  Mr.  Bencke  proceeds  to 
remark,  that  the  piesent  system  of  taxation  requires  to  be 
altered,  and  that  there  exists  a  universal  desire  to  see  it  reformed 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  Minister's  statement,  in  bringing  in  his 
Budget  for  1901,  that  the  desired  reform  was  in  course  of  pre- 
paration 6Uid  would  soon  be  brought  forward  gave  general  satis- 
faction. It  is  hoped  that  the  nation  will  soon  be  i-elieved  from 
the  present  inconveniences,  and  that  the  burden  of  taxation  will 
be  re-adjusted. 

Of  all  the  indirect  taxes,  the  consumption  and  liquor  taxes 
(excise)  have,  from  the  beginning,  produced  the  largest  amount  of 
revenue.  In  1868,  the  then  existing  rules  and  regulations  for 
collecting  these  taxes — such  as  the  taxes  on  spirits,  beer,  wine, 
sugar  and  meat — were,  with  some  trifling  moditications,  retained. 
During  the  first  ye.irs  of  the  new  Administration,  the  revenue 
derived  from  this  source  amounted  to  from  12,000,000  to 
13,000,000  fl.  per  annum.  Subsequent  legislation  was  chiefly 
directed  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue  and  to  the  introduction  of 
new  taxes,  and  only  partly  to  modifications  in  the  mode  of  collec- 
tion of  some  kinds  of  taxes.  In  this  the  Legislature  was  guided, 
not  only  by  economical,  but  also  and  chieHy  by  financial  con- 
siderations. Some  alterations  were,  however,  eflected  in  the 
taxation  of  agricultural  produce,  where  it  appeared  desirable. 

After  some  slight  increase  in  1875  of  the  taxes  on  consump- 
tion, the  spirit  tax  was  also  raised  in  1878.  But  the  desired 
improvement  in  the  revenue  was  not  fully  realised.  In  1880  the 
duty  on  sugar  wa^  raised ;  a  year  later,  the  Treasury  being  then  in 
straitened  circumstances,  consumption  taxes  on  sugar,  beer  and 
coffee  were  introduced  as  new  imposts;  the  last-mentioned  tax 
was,  however,  again  abolished  in  1883,  whilst  that  on  sugar  and 
on  beer  was  simultaneously  further  increased.  In  1882  the  tax  on 
mineral  oil  was  introduced,  and  in  1884  the  fiscal  rules  relating  to 
this  and  to  the  spirit  dues  were  modified,  and  a  tax  on  compressed 
yeast  was  imposed. 

From  April  1,  1887,  the  consumption  taxes,  especially  those  on 
sugar  and  beer,  were  again  raised,  the  former  by  50  per  cent.,  and 
the  latter  by  100  per  cent.  On  August  1  of  the  same  year  the 
tax  on  sugar,  and  on  September  1  that  on  spirits,  were  further 
increased.  Consequent  upon  these  fiscal  enactments  the  corre- 
sponding revenues  rapidly  improved.  In  1879,  the  revenue 
derived  from  these  sources  amounted  to  18,000,000  fl. ;  in  1880, 
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to  19,000,000  tl.  ;  in  1881,  to  24,000,000  fl,  ;  in  1883,  to 
25,000,000  fl. ;  in  1884,  to  27,000,000  H. ;  and  in  the  following 
years  to  between  30,000,000  and  35,000,000  fl.,  whilst  in  1889 
they  ])rodnced  over  39,000,000  fl. 

(^n    June    1   in    the    following  year — in    Croatia-Slavonia   aLioenniig. 
mouth  latei — the  statute  regulating  the  licensing  monopoly  came  monopoly, 
into  force,  opening  up  ti  new  source  of  revenue,  which  in  1890 
raised    the    revenue    from    this    hrancli    of    taxation    to   above 
62,000,000  fl. 

From  1894  onwards,  the  law  regulating  the  collection  of  the 
spirit  dues  within  the  area  of  consumption  was  })roinulgatcd,  and 
in  June,  1896,  the  sugar  duty  was  again  increased. 

After  that  time  the  revenue  derived  from  these  sources  went  Great 
up  by  leaps  from  62,000,000  to  77,000,000  fl. ;  thus  the  revenue  mcreuM  in 
from  consumption  taxes,  from  spirits  and  liquois,  rose  to  six  times  "t^^X^"*"* 
the  amount  at  which  it  stood  30  years  ago. .  einoe  k896. 

The  income  from  stamps  and  from  duties  and  fees  on  legal  Stazapi  and 
transactions  forms  a  very  important  item  of  revenue.  ^•"• 

The  Legislature  authorised  the  Government  in  1868  to  continue, 
with  certain  modifications,  the  then  existing  rules  and 'regulations 
for  the  collection  of  the  stamp  dues.  This  authority  was,  at  first, 
annually  renewed  until  1875.  when  it  was  made  permanent  until 
further  legislation. 

The  original  rules  were,  however,  from  time  to  time  amended.  Stamps,  &c., 
altered,  supplemented  and  amplified;   as,  for  instance,  in  1869, '^^^fY® 
1871,  1873,  and  again  in  1875,  1881,  1883  and  1887,  by  which  ^1^^^^ 
enactments  the  stamp  duties  were  increased  and  their  application  since  1868. 
extended.      The  result  was  a  considerable   rise  in   the  revenue, 
which  took  place  during  the  period  of  1868-1897,  when  the  income 
from  these  sources  rose  from   10,560,000  to  38,842,000  fl.     But 
this  improvement  was  not  exclusively  due  to  the  administrative 
measures  taken,  but  also  to  the  increased  traffic  and  trade,  the  great 
advance  in  the  value  of  land  and  to  the  multiplication  of  transac- 
tions to  which  stamps  and  fees  became  applicable. 

During   the   first   period  of   Constitutional   Government,   the  Tobacco 
tobacco  monopoly  was,  with  the  consent  of  Parliament,  adminis-  ™o^op<>lj- 
tered  undei     lie  rules  and   regulations   established   by  the   late 
absolute    Government.       Legislation    on    this    matter    did    not 
commence    an  il   1876    when,   amongst   other   modifications,  the 
duty  on  tobacco  grown  for  domestic  uses  was  doubled.     In  1888  Bevision  of, 
some   important   changes  were  etfected  in  this  branch  of  fiscal  ^"  l^^- 
administration.     One  of  these  changes  deserves  special  mention. 
Previously  to  that  time  the  tobacco  grower  had  the  right  to  retain 
a  certain  part  of  his  crop  for  domestic  uses,  i.e,,  for  the  use  of 
himself  and  his  household,  by  paying  the  duty  on  tobacco.     This 
right  was  now  taken  away,  and  very  stringent  laws  were  enacted 
at^ainst  smuggling  and  other  unlawful  acts  by  which  the  revenue 
incurred  prejudice.     At  the  same  time  the  price  of  manufactured 
tobacco  was  considerably  augmented.     The  use  of  this  article  is 
constantly  on  the  increase,  and  with  it  the  revenue  derived  from 
it  increa'jcs  proportionally. 
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Leaving  out  of  consideration  the  results  of  some  exceptional 
years,  the  net  revenue  from  this  monopoly  was,  in  1876,  between 
14,000,000  and  15,000,000  fl. ;  by  1881,  it  had  risen  to  between 
16,000,000  and  18,000,000  fl.  Since  1882,  it  has  always  stood  at 
above  20,000,000  fl.  During  some  later  periods  this  revenue  rose 
to  over  30,000,000  fl.,  and  in  1893,  1895  and  1897  it  exceeded 
even  that  amount. 

The  production,  manufacture,  and  use  of  tobacco  from  1868  to 
1897  was  as  follows : — 


1868. 


Acres  (Austrian)  .. 
Cwts.  (  „  )  .. 
Number    . . 


Tobacco — 

Area  planted  • .  .  •         • 

Qtiantitj  grown     .. 

Factories 

Manufactured — 

Smoking  tobacoo   . . 

Snuff  

Cigars  and  cigarettes        . .  • 

Sold- 

Smoking  tobacoo    ..         ••         ..     Cwts.  (Austrian) .. 

Snun  ••         ••         ••         ••        ,,      (      ,*        )•• 

Cigars  and  cigarettes         ..  ..    Number    .. 


Cwt*.  (Austrian)  •• 

..  (    „    ).. 

Number    , .         •  • 


95,339 

865,398 

9 

160,360 

2,168 

288,755,562 

145,304 

2,871 

832,849,948 


1897. 


Tobacco —     • 

Area  planted 
Quantity  grown 
Facto  rie«     . . 
Manufactured — 
Smoking  tobacoo    . . 
Snuff 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 
Sold- 

Smoking  tobacco    . . 

Snuff 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 


Acres 
Kilof. 
Number 

•  « 

•  • 

P2,598 

45,659,221 

19 

Kilos. 

»» 
Number 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

18,252,828 

89,854 

1,398,080,517 

Kilos. 

»» 
Number 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

17,807,480 

53,009 

1,328,914.826 

State 
lotteri«s. 


Salt 
monopoly. 

National 
lands. 


The  revenue  derived  from  the  lottery  monopoly  has  scarcely 
showed  any  change  during  the  whole  period  of  30  yeara,  remaining 
between  1,000,000  and  2,000,000  fl.  In  1897  the  small  lottery, 
with  90  figures  only,  was  abolished,  and  the  classified  lottery  sub- 
stituted in  its  stead ;  but  the  financial  eflect  of  this  change  will 
only  be  perceptible  after  the  lapse  of  some  years,  the  more  so  as 
the  small  lottery  was  still  in  operation  during  the  first  year  of 
the  new  system. 

The  revenue  from  the  salt  monopoly  has  also  risen  moderately 
during  this  period,  increasing  from  10,000,000  fl.  annually  to 
14,000,000  fl. 

The  income  from  national  lands  is  generally  decreasing,  con- 
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sequently  upon  tlie  gradual  sale  of  thia  kind  of  State  property. 
This  source  of  income  producetl  in  1897  only  1,332,000  fl. 

The    post-office,  telegraph,  and    telephone  stand  in   constant  j'osts, 
reciprocal  relation  with  the  development  of  public  economy  and  telegraphs, 
civilisation,  and  their  history  is  closely '  connected  with  that  of  J^j^  j^ 
the  economic  and  cultured  life  of  the  nation.  ^  ^  ^°**' 

During  the  period  immediately  following  the  re-establishment  Early 
of  the  Constitution,  very  little  was  done  which  affected  the  post-  neglect  of 
office  and  its  kindred  services.      This   was  severely  felt  at    thCg^^^^j^g^ 
beginning  of    the   new   era^   the    more   so,  as    all    branches    of 
public  life  had  received  a  new  impulse    to    increased   activity, 
which  could  only  be  satisfied    by    improved  means  of    commu- 
nications. 

Improving  trade  and  industry,  perfected  means  of  intercourse,  L*ter 
the  spread  of  culture,  wliich  rendered  intellectual  intercourse  more  <3eTelopm©iit. 
and  more  desirable,  increasing  population,  but  notably  a  closer  and 
more  intimate  contact  with  foreign    nations,  such   as    naturally 
greatly  assisted  the  development  of  the  national  institutions,  gave 
a  new  stimulus  to  postal  and  telegraphic  concerns. 

The  consolidation  of  the  postal  and  tel^aph  services  into  one  Semoes 
administration  proved  an  important  and  very  judicious  step,  by  fo^^dated 
which  both  services  were    rendered    more    uniform    and   more  *" 
economical.     This  was  effected  in  1888. 

The  telephone  was  first  introduced  into  the  Capital  and  the  Introduction 
adjoining  townsliip  of  New  Pest  in  1 880  under  a  system  of  licensing.  ^^  telephonet, 
The  licence  system  was  transformed  in  1887  into  a  lease  granted 
to  private  persons,  but  in  1897  the  whole  business  was  taken  over  Taken  oyer 
and  worked  by  the  State.     Previously  to  that  step  being  taken,  ^ J97  ^' 
Parliament,  on  the  motion  of  the  Government,  not  only  declared 
that  telephonic  communication,  whether  in  towns  or  in  the  country 
generally,  could  only  be   established  and  worked  by  the  State, 
but   also  authorised  the    acquisition  of   all    existing   telephonic 
wires. 

Up  to  the  time  of  consolidating  the   two  services,  the  tele-  Defioiu  in 
graph  was  constantly  worked  at  a  loss,  which  could  not  always  postal,  Ac., 
be  met  by  the  surplus    from  the    post-office;   the   latter    itself  J^^or" '^^'^ 
showing,  in  1868  and  1870,  a  deficit. 

Since,  1870,  however,  the  net  financial  results  became  moresurplui 
favourable,  so  that  in  1879  already  the  actual  surplus  amounted  shown  in 
to  more  than  1,000,000  fl.,  in  1883  it  rose  to  above  2,000,000  fl.,  l^^e  years. 
in  1888  to  3,000,000  fl.,  in  1889  to  4,000,000  fl.,  and  in  1896  to 
6,000,000  fl. 

The  following  table  shows  the  progress  and  development  of  Table 
the  post-office  and  its  various  branches,  such  as  the  telegraph  and  showiuj 
the  telephonic  service :-  PX? 

Slc. 
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POST-OFnCES. 


Post-office?— 

Public 

Priyate  ••         ••         •• 

Total  number  of  public,  priyate,  trayelling, 

and  other  post-offices 
Kumber  of  post-offices  — 

Per  100  square  kilonis. 

Per  10,000  inhabitants         

Number  of  postal  deliyenes    . . 

Total  length  of  postal  districts  in  kiloms. 


Telegraphs. 


Number  of  telegraph  stations — 

State  offices    • .  . .  • . 

Railway  and  priTale  etatio/iS 

Ayerage  per  100  square  kiloms. 
ff  100,000  inhabitants 

Length  of  wires  of  the  public  lines  in  kiloms. 
^  :'  „  railway  and   priyate  tele- 

graph  lines  in  kiloms. 
Number  of  telegraphic  apparatus 


•  • 


t  • 


•  • 


•  • 


1868. 


29 
1,281 

1,387 

0-41 
8*62 
1,231 
32,{)65 


1868. 


190 

2U 
018 
2-62 
8,141 

8,429 
480 


Telephonic 
establish- 
ment. 


National 
woods  and 
forests  : 
yigorous 
administra- 
tion since 
1868. 


Profits 
obtained. 


The  telephonic  establishment  consisted  in  1897  of  the  following 
sections,  viz. : — 

(a)  The  inter-iirban  telephones :  central  and  public  exchanges, 
42;  joining  subscribers,  68;  length  of  wires,  1,519  kiloms. 

(6)  Extra-urban,  connecting  telephones  for  telegraph  and 
ofl&ciaJ  wires :  central  and  public  exchanges,  255 ;  subscribing 
stations,  912 ;  length  of  wires,  2,873  kiloms. 

(c)  Public  telephones  in  towns :  central  and  public  exchanges, 
162  ;  subscribing  stations,  9,595  ;  length  of  wires,  19,519  kiloms. 

Tlie  national  forests  and  woods,  the  property  of  the  State,  were, 
during  the  period  of  absolute  rule,  totally  ne^^lected.  The  Hun- 
garian Government  vigorously  took  up  the  administration  of  forests 
and  of  timber  production.  By  judicious  legislation,  and  by  consider- 
able expenditure  of  capital,  this  branch  of  public  administration 
was  carried  into  entirely  new  channels,  and  jendered  profitable 
from  a  financial  point  of  view.  Considering  the  preservation  and 
protection  of  forests  to  be  of  vital  importance  to  national  economy, 
and  also  guided  by  climatic  considerations,  the  Legislature  declared 
the  national  forests  inalienable,  and  by  the  creation  in  1884  of  the 
so-called  Forest  Acquisition  Fund,  national  forestry  was  extended 
and  improved. 

Whilst,  in  1868,  the  net  income  from  the  national  forests 
amounted  only  to  1,194,000  fl.,  it  yielded  during  the  last  decade 
— notably  from  1891-93.  and  again  in  1897  —  more  than 
3.000,000  fl. 


HUNOART.  17 

Immediately  after  the  re-establishment  of  the  Constitution,  Railways, 
important  arrangements  were  made  with  regard  to  railway  matters. 
The  very  brisk  movement  in  railway  enterprise,  consequent  upon 
the  altered  circumstances,  gained  ground,  not  only  because  it 
promised  to  be  profitable,  but  also  because  Hungary  was  then 
really  very  poor  in  railway  connections,  and  the  construction 
of  a  network  of  lines,  equal  to  tlie  requirements  of  public  economy, 
was  very  much  needed  indeed. 

In  1867,  already  the  Legislature  voted  a  considerable  sum  of  Parlia- 
money — to  be  raised  by  public  loans — for  railway  and  canal  works,  ^^J^ 
and  in  the  following  year  the  construction  at  the  public  expense  iser-es. 
of  several  important  lines  was  ordered.     At  the -same  time,  con- Concessioiw 
cessions  were  granted  for   the  construction  of  new  lines,  these  ?^J*«<*» 
enterprises  being  a.ssisted  by  guarantees  of  interest  on  the  capital  aoTernment 

invested.  guaraotee. 

With  these  guarantees  of  interests,  however,  the  Government  Low 
took  a  very  heavy  burden  upon  itself,  which  hastened  the  financial  "•^*i°«  *» 
crisis  that  soon  overtook  the  country.     Iiiterest  was  guaranteed  on    ®^*"*™ 
the  condition  that  all  payments  made  under  this  title  were  to  be 
considered  as  temporary  advances,  to  be  repaid  out  of  future  sur- 
plusses,  if  any.     But  only  a  very  small  part  of  these  advances  was 
ever  paid  back,  the  bulk  of  them  remaining  a  burden    on   the 
Treasury  as  actual  disbursements. 

It  becoming  necessary  to  make  some  new  investments  on  these  Further 
guaranteed  lines,  Parliament,  in  1875,  authorised  the  Government  fn\^5*^ 
to  extend  this  guarantee  to  them  also,  but  the  capital  required 
for  this  purpose  was  only  raised  at  a  later  period  by  public  loan. 

The  climax  of  guarantees  of  interest  was  reached  between  1873  g.,(ieni 

and  1883.  oontinued 

The  severe  lessons  and  adverse  results  experienced  in  connec-  until  1883. 
tion  with  these  so-called  "  advances  "  smoothed  the  way  towards  State^wnoa 
the  institution  of  the  *'  State  railways  "  system,  and  in  the  first  hJitituted. 
half  of  the  eighties  that  system  was  actually  established.     There 
still  remained  at  first  some  heavy  disbursements  to  be  made  for 
advances,  but  the  Legislature  voted  the  construction  of  new  lines 
and  the  redemption  of  many  existing  lines.     In  1883,  a  law  was 
promulgated  authorising  the  State  to  take  charge  of  such  of  the 
guaranteed  lines  as  showed  asmall  financial  return,  and  to  work  them 

Meanwhile  the  growing  exigencies  of  provincial  intercourse.  Light 
transport,  and  public  economy,  brought  the  question  of  light  rail-  »uway8 
ways  district  lines  to  the  front,  and  Parliament  issued  regulations  ''^'">^"<^* 
for  the  concession  of  such  lines,  granting  them  certain  advan- 
tages. 

During  the  following  years  the  construction  of  State  railways  Deyaiopment 
and  the  redemption   of  ■  existing  lines  steadily  progressed,  the  ®*  ^^' 
profitableness  of  the  railways  improvinp:  by  dint  of  new  expendi-  ^J^^i. 
ture  and  hastening  the  development  of  a  large  network  of  lines 
spread  over  the  country,  which  proved  to  be  one  of  the  principeil 
factors  in  the  revival  of  the  material  and   national  life  of  the 
country.     But  the  consequence  of  these  enactments  was  the  growth  increaMin 
of  the  public  burdens,   the   new  investments  absorbing    many  pablie 
(716)  B 
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burdens 
thereby 
occasioned. 


millions  of  florins,  which  could  not  be  met  out  of  the  regular 
revenues  of  the  State.  On  the  other  hand,  the  acquisition  of  the 
private  lines  brought  a  corresponding  amount  of  liability,  which 
the  Treasury  had  to  undertake. 


Table 
showing 
growth  of 
railway  linc««. 


Table  showing  the   Development  of  the  State  Railways 
during  the  undermentioned  Years. 


Year. 


1870 
1874 
1880 
1883 
1885 
1889 
1892 
1897 


Length  of 

Lengtli  of 

Permanent 

Line. 

Way  for 

Traffic. 

KUoms. 

Eoloms. 

351 

360 

i,oe6 

1,008 

2,021 

2.011 

3,058 

2.923 

4,356 

4,238 

5.073 

5,084 

7,509 

7,656 

7,788 

7,915 

Capital 
inyested  per 
kilometre. 

Derelopment 
of  light 
railways. 


Table  to 

iUustrate 

this. 


The  capital  invested  amounted  in  1870  to  66,000  fl.  per  kilom. 
of  line,  and  in  189*7  to  109,600  fl.  per  kilom.  of  line. 

Since  1885  the  balance-sheet  of  the  State  Railways  revenue 
and  expenditure  was  influenced  by  the  working  of  the  light 
railways,  of  both  the  State-owned  and  those  private  lines  which 
were  worked  by  the  State  on  behalf  of  the  shareholders.  These 
light  railways  were  also  continually  increasing  in  length,  as  shown 
below : — 


Year. 


1886 
1890 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Light 

Bailwayi, 

State  Property. 


Priyate  Light 

Railways  Worked 

by  State  for 

Owners. 


KUoms. 

21*469 
148*652 
148*726 
148*726 
148*726 


Kiloms. 

267-740 
1,386  381 
2,918  -225 
3,868-304 
4,756  -881 


Table 
showing 
increase  in 
receipts  and 
working 
expenses  of 
railways, 
with  sniplns 
in  each  year. 


In  the  same  proportion  in  which  economic  and  cultured  life 
revived  and  increased  in  the  districts-  served  by  the  largely- 
extended  network  of  lines,  there  increased  also  the  traffic,  and 
with  it  the  receipts  and  the  working  expenses.  The  movement 
in  the  receipts,  expenses,  and  the  surplus  resulting  therefrom  is 
given  below : — 
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Amount  in  Millions  of  Florins. 


Year. 


Receipts.       !      Expenses.  Surplus. 


1870 
1874 
1877 
1881 
1885 
1887 
1890 
1892 
1896 
1897 


2-604 

1-446 

1158 

5-703 

4-781 

0-922 

7-274 

4-785 

2-489 

18-562 

11-736 

«J  -826 

88-718 

22-599 

11  119 

35-448 

20  086 

15  -362 

47-107 

25-285 

21  -822 

73-722 

41-363 

32  -369 

98*234 

60-226 

38-008 

94-748 

60-691 

34  057 

The  ex ceptioDally  favourable  results  obtained  in  1885  and  1896 
were  chiefly  due  to  the  National  Exhibitions  held  in  tliose  years. 

During  the  whole  period,  the  smallest  proportion  of  working 
expenses,  53*7  per  cent.,  occurred  in  1890,  and  the  largest,  83'8  per 
cent,  in  1874. 

The  business  of  the  engine  factory,  and  of  the  iron  and  steel  Railway 
factories  at  Diosgyor,  forming  part  of  the  State  Eailways  property,  f^S^^  ^^ 
was  successfully  revived,  and   by  considerable  expenditure  and  iteel  factories, 
the  introduction  of  modem  machinery  was  enabled  to  produce 
many  new  articles  in  various  branches  of  industry.     The  excess  profits 
of  income  over  expenses  amounted  in  1897,  on  tlie  engine  factory  realised  on 
to  1,175,000  fl.,  and  on  the  iron  and  steel  factory  to  1,090,000  11.      ^ach  factory. 

Putting  the  total  financial  results  of  the  various  administrative  General 
branches  against  the  expenses  of  Government  and  administration,  financial 
but    leaving  out    of    consideration    exchange    and   such   trans-  ^ministea- 
actions  which  do  not  involve  any  actual   disbursements,  it  will  tion  of 
be  found  that  the  revenue  surpassed  the  expenditure  only  during  GoTemment 
the   period   between  1868   and   1872,  and   again  between  188: J  g^^Jfi^gg 
and  1897.     During  the  intervening  years,  on  tlie   other  hand, 
there  was  always  a  deficit.     That  is  to  say,  the  actual  receipts 
of  the  Treasury  were,  during  those  yeai-s,  not  sufficient  to  cover 
the  actual  outgoings. 

Exchange   and   similar   kinds   of   transactions  which  do   not  Effecu 
involve  actual  payments  or  disbursements  in  cash  have  naturally  PJ^^^ed  on 
had  a  certain  influence  on  the  public  accounts,  forming  important  Accounts  by 
items  in  the  books  of  the  Exchequer.  exchange, 

Although  these  items  have  no  influence  upon  the  balance  of  *^- 
revenue  and  property,  being  always  counterbalanced  by  corres- 
ponding gains  or  losses,  as  the  case  may  be,  still  they  have  played 
an  important  part  in  the  movement  of  the  cash  reserve  of  the 
Treasury,  in  the  sense,  that  this  reserve  was  continually  being 
reduced  by  outgoings  on  account  of  such  transactions;  as,  for 
instance,  heavy  advances  to  guaranteed  railways,  various  invest- 
ments, &c.  The  reserve  was  in  these  cases  agaiji  strengthened 
by  loans. 

The  most  notable  transactions,  amongst  those  which  do  not 
represent  actual  cash  payment*,  were,  the  income  derived  from 
(715)  B  2 
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The  public 
debt. 


Increaae 
in  debt 
balanced 
by  that  in 
reyenue. 


G-ood  effect§ 
of  oonversion 
of  debt. 


loans,  the  expenses  for  the  sinking  fund  and  for  advances  to 
guaranteed  railways,  and  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  acquisition  of 
real  and  other  property,  such  as  agricultural  produce,  materials, 
machinerj%  and  implements. 

The  public  indebtedness  has  steadily  increased  during  the 
last  30  years,  and  reached,  at  the  end  of  1897,  a  sum  exceeding 
2,000,000,000  fl.  It  may  be  considered  with  some  satisfaction, 
that  a  considerable  part  of  this  permanent  increase  in  the  public 
debt,  has  been  caused  partly  by  profitable  investments  and  by 
expenditure  incurred  in  such  improvements  as  will  ultimately  heighten 
the  tax-bearing  capacity  of  the*  community.  On  the  other  hand 
it  will  be  observed  that,  during  this  period,  the  public  revenue 
was  also  largely  increased,  so  that  the  requirements  of  the  sinking 
fund  can  always  be  met  without  any  difficulty  out  of  the  ordinary 
revenue,  there  still  remaining  a  surplus  applicable  to  transitory 
and  current  expenses,  and  to  temporary  investments. 

It  is  a  great  advantage  and  of  great  importance  that  the  rela- 
tion of  the  sum  set  apait  for  the  sinking  fund  to  the  amount  of 
the  public  debt  is  continually  improving,  and  from  year  to  year 
shows  a  diminishing  percentage.  This  is  mostly  due  to  the 
conversion  of  the  public  debt. 

The  following  data  show  the  gradual  rise  of  public  in- 
debtedness : — 


Table 
showing 
growth  of 
public  debt. 


Year. 


Amount  in  Millions 
of  Florins. 


1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1878 
1874 
1876 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1886 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1898 
1894 
1896 
1896 
1897 


268*868 

814-967 

378*362 

403-962 

421  913 

476  -786 

648-416 

623  '490 

667  926 

666-682 

746-567 

909-868 

996-977 

1,118  '148 

1,171  -479 

1,200-298 

1,271  -686 

1,842-880 

1,878  201 

1,427  '648 

1,462  -egs 

1,577  -928 
1,798-484 
2,064  -461 
2,061  -392 
2,077-287 
V44-786 
2,167  -406 
2,177  -686 
2,212  •987 


N  OCT.— In  1892  the  public  debt 
paid  off. 


by  4,961,648  fl.,  but  8,020,812  fl. 
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The  public  debt  amounted  at  the  end  of  1897  to  2,212,987,000  fl.,  Vmlue  of 
of  which  258,478,000  fl.  ai-e  due  to  liabilities  taken  over  with  the  ^^    ^ 
redeemed,  guaranteed,  and  non-guaranteed  railway  lines.    Against  be  set 
this  amount  stands  the  registered  value  of  these  lines,  which  has  against  debt, 
been   inscribed  on  the  register  of  State   property.     The  largest 
items  in  the  public  debt  at  tie  end  of  1897  were :— 577,919,000  fl. 
on  account  of  the  4  per  cent.  Gold  Rente  Loan,  and  483,()63,000  fl. 
on  the  4  per  c«nt.  ^ronen  Rente  Loan. 

The  increase  in  the  amount  required  for  interest  and  for  the  ^^^^^^^\ 
sinking  fund  is  closely  related  to  the  rise  of  the  public  debt  itself,  ^^^  ^\iing 
but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  amount  for  the  service  of  the  fund, 
loans  in  the  shape  of  interest  considerably  surpasses  that  of  the 
sinking  fund,  which  latter  absorbed  in  1897,  8,500,000  fl. 

The  amount  of  advances  made  to  guaranteed  railways  is  since  Adrances 
1883    steadily  decreasing,  as    shown   by    the  public    accounts,  to  railways 
Formerly  these  advances  absorbed  annually  from  10,000,000  to  ^^^^^^^nK- 
16.000,000  fl.,  but  in  1892  the  amount  required  under  this  head 
was  less   than   1,000,000  fl.      This  improvement  is  due  to  the 
redemption  of  guaranteed  lines,  and  to  the   fact  that  no  mor3 
guaranteed  lines  are  sanctioned. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  system  of  State  railways,  the  Treasury 
is  now  almost  entirely  relieved  of  the  heavy  buixien  arising  from 
guaranteed  lines. 

In  the  final  accounts  for  1897  there  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Amounu  in 
Treasury,  for  advauces  to  guaranteed  lines,  43,073,000  fl.  on  the  J^^^ff  to 
capital  account,  and  28,588,000  fl.  for  interests  due.  credit  of 

In  the  interest  of  the  great  advance  in  economic  and  cultured  Treasury  on 
life  it  became  nece88a,ry,  from  an  early  date,  to  invest  a  large  *^**"  account, 
proportion  of  the   public   money  in   fructifying  works,   such   as 
public  roads,  railways,   water\vays,  improvements  in    maritime 
navigation,  developing  posts  and  tel^raphs,  establishing  cultural 
and  educational  institutions,  &c. 

A  glance  at  the  record  of  the  activity  of  the  nation  during  the  <>rowth  of 
past  30  years  will  disclose  a  systematic  and  continuous  advance  "^^^o"^ 
in  that  direction,  as  proved  by  the  register  of  public  property,  the  ^  ^  ^' 
figures  of  which  are  given  on  next  page. 
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AMoaNT  of  the  Keal   Property  of  the   State  daring  the  Years 

1868-97. 


Valae  of  Beal 

At  the  End  of — 

Propertrin  Millions 
of  Florins. 

1868         

324-975 

1869         

344-149 

1870         

^66  -612 

1871         

380  -878 

1872         

407-834 

1873         

437-970 

1874         

448*034 

1876         

451  -031 

1876         

445-627 

1877         

447*904 

1878         

468-424 

1879         

665-899 

1880         

726-979 

1881         

745  124 

1882         

785-409 

1888         

799  -264 

1884         

887  -818 

1885         

972-239 

1886         

998 -025 

1887         

1,017  061 

1888         

1,028  -270 

1889         

1,112-263 

1890         

1,115  095 

1891         

1,380-392 

1892         

1,401-804 

1893         

1,435  -957 

1894         

1,470  -371 

1895         

1,567  -976 

1896         

1,601  -934 

1897         

1,678  032 

r 

Table 

showing 

varions 

kinds  of 

national 

property. 


Taking  into  consideration  only  the  development  experienced 
since  1879,  when  the  value  of  the  national  real  property 
amounted  already  to  more  than  500,000,000  fl.,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  total  is  distributed  as  follows : — 
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Amount  in  Millions  of  Fiorina. 

^Year. 

PubUo 
Roads. 

Post, 
Telegraph, 

• 
Bailwajs. 

Marine 
and  Port 

of 
Fiume. 

Water- 
ways. 

Buildings 
of  Worship 
and  Public 
Instruction. 

1879  .. 

1880  .. 

1881  .. 

1882  .. 

1883  .. 

1884  .. 
1886      .. 

1886  .. 

1887  .. 

1888  .. 

1889  .. 

1890  .. 

1891  .. 

1892  .. 

1893  .. 

1894  .. 
1896      .. 

1896  .. 

1897  .. 

8*366 
8*624 
8*958 
12*700 
18 -273 
14094 
16  026 
16*887 
16*646 
16*979 
17*396 
17*836 
18-188 
18*644 
18*840 
19*461 
78  -106* 
79-891 
84*104 

1*814 
1*824 

1  844 
1*908 
1*946 
1-964 
2-063 

2  160 
2*222 
2-214 
2-478 

1       2  668 
,       2*668 
2*622 
2-622 
2-636 
2-762 
2-866 

2*990 

• 

212  -821 
268*016 
286-978 
304-975 
318*010 
388-744 
462-261 
473  339 
486-297 
495*922 
671*498 
682  -016 
860*219 
860-646 
880*818 
901-442 
928-460 
942-575 
998*926 

6-751 
6*233 
6-764 
7*547 
9  044 
10-498 
12  -370 

12  082 
18  118 

13  *814 
14*363 
14-960 
16 -662 
16  077 
16-640 
17-880 
23  164* 
21  -816» 
19*269 

i 

17*687 
23*466 
24-220 
30*982 
33-281 
85-627 
88-896 
41  623 
44*134 
46-126 
48-706 
61*233 
63*434 
66-000 
68*200 
63-305 
66*433 
71-272 
76-056 

1*841 

1*964 

2-130 

2-378 

2*618 

2*931 

3  178 

3*448 

11  -311 

12*240 

12*875 

13  512 

18*906 

14*616 

16*361 

18  082 

21  318 

24*037 

27-364 

*  Be-yalued  and  rectified. 

The  value  of  the  State's  movable  property,  such  as  produce, 
materials,  machinery,  and  implements,  is  likewise  rising ;  so  much  so 
that  from  the  amount  at  which  it  was  valued  in  1868,  viz., 
24,984,000  fL.  it  has  increased  to  170,612,000  fl. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  total  financial  administration,  Years  in 
that  is  to  say,  the  actual  and  apparent  receipts  and  disbursements,  which  it  was 
it  will  be  found  that  current  receipts — not  merely  revenue — were,  nt^tarv  to 
during  several  years,  insufficient  to  meet  the  current  disburse- draw  u^n 
ments,  not  merely  expenses.     In  all  such  cases  it  became  neces-  reserves, 
sary  to  cover  the  deficit  out  of  the  reserves  of  preceding  years. 
Thus  the  reserves  were  reduced,  during  the  years  given  below,  by 
the  amount  put  against  them,  the  amoimt  being  stated  in  millions 
of  florins : — 


Year. 

Amount  in  Millions 

of  Florins. 

1870 

3-313 

1878 

11  -173 

1878 

6-121 

1876 

3-967 

1877 

■  •         ••         ••         ••         •• 

0*540 

1880 

12-734 

1881 

0*091 

1882    . 

1-454 

1886 

■•         ••         ••         ««         •* 

1-838 

1889 

1*848 

1891 

18-007 

1895 

6-269 

1896 

13*908 

24 


HUNGARY. 


Data  aboTe 
sliown  do  not 
fuMj  reflect 
real  state  of 
public 
exchequer. 


Supple- 
mentary 
balance- 
sheet  of 
property  and 
liabdity, 
186&-97ft 


The  exchequer  movement,  that  is  to  say,  entries  and  out- 
goings of  revenue  and  expenditure  during  the  financial  year,  is 
dependent  upon  many  eventualities,  and  the  Treasury  accounts, 
taken  as  a  whole,  include  not  only  actual  receipts — income  and 
disbursements — expenses,  but  also  nominal  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture, such  as  transitory  items,  credit  and  exchange  operations,  &c. 
The  data  given  above  will,  therefore,  not  fully  reflect  the  financial 
state  or  real  movement  of  the  public  exchequer  from  year  to  year, 
nor  will  they  disclose  the  fact,  whether  there  was  always,  and 
to  what  extent,  an  equilibrium  between  the  obligations  con- 
tracted, and  the  sources  of  revenue  which  Parliament  designated 
for  their  discharge.  To  permit  of  a  judgment  on  this  point,  the 
balance-sheet  may  serve  as  a  guide. 

The  result  of  the  balemce-sheet  is  as  follows : — 


Amount  in  Millions  of  Florins. 


Year. 


1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1888 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 


Property  or 
Ajsets. 


Burden  or 
LiabUity. 


Balance. 


Compared 
with  the 
Previoua 

Year, 
the  Value 
Increased 

or 
Decreased. 


516  '216 
498*120 
618  -211 
638*266 
691  310 
741  -776 
791 -795 
806-156 
834  '234 
868*641 
1,067 -317 

1,167  -sei 

1,206  -667 
1,287  -705 
1,523  *522 
1,592  -168 
1.784-877 
1,679  -381 
1,718  120 
1,749  -636 
1,889  '662 
1,894-839 
2,334  -253 
2,424  -039 
2,495  -285 
2,628-168 
2,726  -652 
2,856  -861 
2,939-142 
3,005  -969 


267-697 

253*086 

392 -482 

418-904 

480-482 

555*686 

638 -229 

666-641 

707 -877 

737  -716 

907  -785 

1.057  -256 

1,101  -749 

1,224-629 

1,261  065 

1,363  024 

1,565-292 

1,462  '921 

1,504  *488 

1,544-404 

1,700  -676 

1,784  -356 

2,187  -206 

2,214  164 

2,285  088 

2,345-060 

2,324  -315 

2,415*001 

2,438  329 

2,454  189 


247 
245 
220 
219 
210 
186 
158 
138 
126 
130 
159 
110 
104 
63 
262 
229 
219 
216 
213 
206 
138 
160 
147 
209 
260 
283 
402 
441 
500 
561 


•619 
-084 
•729 
-862 
•828 
•090 
*566 

615 
-857 
•825 
-532 

095 
•908 
•176 
*467 
-144 
*586 
•460 
-632 
-231 
-986 
•488 
•047 
-875 
•152 
•108 
-387 
•860 
-813 
-780. 


+ 
+ 


+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 


18  -473 

2-435 

24*855 

1*367 

8-534 

24-738 

27*524 

20*061 

11  658 

3-968 

28*707 

49*437 

6  187 

41  -732 

199*291 

33 -328 

9*669 

3-126 

2-828 

8*401 

66-245 

21*497 

13*436 

62  -828 

50*277 

22  956 

119  *229 

39  523 

58  •953 

50-967 


Yearly 
national 
deficit  form 


From  these -figiires  it  will  be  seen  that  from  1870"  until  1888, 
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the  administration  hcul  to  cope  with  deficits,  and  although  many  1870  to  188^ 
experiments  were  tried,  it  was  not  until  1888  that  the  equilibrium  ""»<^  ^^®«^  *" 
could   be  permanently  established ;  and  even  then,  this  could  be  J^iy^^ 
achieved   only   by   the   readiness   of   the  nation   to  accept   new 
buitlens,  and  by  opening  up  new  sources  of  revenue. 

Since  that  time,  the  national  balance-sheet  has  always  shown 
a  surplus  of  varying  magnitude. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Trieste  for  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  H.  L.  Churchill. 

(Reoeired  at  Foreign  Office,  April  10,  1901.) 

The  imports  by  sea  by  far  exceed  the  exports.  This  fact  is  Trade  and 
due  to  the  defective  means  of  communication  between  Trieste  commero.. 
and  Central  Europe  and  is  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  want 
of  increase  of  navigation  in  this  port,  for  vessels  coming  with  full 
or  fair  cargoes  have  often  to  leave  in  ballast,  which  naturally  does 
not  pay.  In  order  to  remedy  this  defect,  the  scheme,  already 
mentioned  in  previous  reports,  of  a  second  railway  line  from 
Trieste  to  the  interior  is  stroi^ly  recommended  by  ail  interested 
in  commerce  connected  with  sea  trada 

It  is  held  by  competent  authorities  that  the  Hungarian  port 
of  Fiume  is  making  far  more  headway  than  Trieste  owing  to 
several  causes,  the  principal  of  which  is  that  that  port  is  in  direct 
and  cheaper  railway  communication  with  Budapest  by  two  lines 
to  the  south  and  the  north,  and  is  besides  in  direct  communication 
with  Vienna  by  the  South  of  Austria  Bailway  system. 

Fiume  has,  moreover,  the  advantage  of  being  in  a  position  to 
export  large  quantities  of  timber  from  the  inexhaustible  forests  of 
Hungary,  and  also  flour  from  the  large  mills  of  Budapest. 

According  to  the  latest  statistics  of  the  total  trade  of  the 
seven  principal  Continental  ports,  Trieste's  share  is  only  6  per 
cent.,  whilst  Hamburg  has  34,  Marseilles  21,  Genoa  17,  Bremen  12, 
Venice  5*3,  and  Fiume  4*5  per  cent. 

The  returns  of  imports  and  exports  for  1900  to  and  from  the  Importt  from 
United  Kingdom  are  not  yet  available.     It  will  be  seen  from  the  ^®  Bntwh 
following  tables  of   the  principal  imports  for  tiie  two  previous    "^P*'®* 
years    that  a  decrease    of    205,930  quintals  from  the  United 
Kingdom  is  shown  in  1899  as  compared  with  1898.    There  is  an 
increase  in  the  imports  from  British  India  of  232,460  quintals 
in  comparison  with  the  previous  year. 

A  further  falling-off  has  occurred  in  the  imports  from  Malta, 
viz.,  from  52,286  quintals  in  1898  to  33,617  quintals  in  1899. 

A  general  increase  in  exports  to  the  British  Empire  is  shown  Exports  to 

for  1899.  the  British 

(742)  A   2  Empire. 
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OOMPARVTIVE  Table  showing  Imports  by  Sea  during  the  Years 

1898-99. 


FbOX  &BBAT  BBiTAnr  Aino 
iBSLAim. 

Coals  and  coke       •  •         .  •         •  • 

Coffee         

Tea 

Cotton  and  cotton  textiles 

Iron  and  steel       •  •         •  •         .  • 

Yarn  

Machinery  . .         « •         •  •         •  • 

Oil,  Tarious  kinds  .  •         .  • 

Pitch  and  tar        . .         •  •         •  • 

Hides 

Dried  and  salted  fish 

Bice..         ••         ..         •• 

Soda  

Titriol        

Bnndries     ••         ••         ••         •• 

Total 

Fbom  Bbitish  IVDZl. 

Coffee         ..         ••         ••         •• 

Tea 

Cotton         

Pepper  and  ginger 

Gum  ..         ••         ••         •• 

Oil,  Tarious  kinds  . .         •  • 
Hides  ..         ..         ..         •• 

Bice..         ..         ••         ..         •• 

Oil  seeds,  various  kinds   •  •         • . 

Tin 

Mirabolams  ••         •• 

Sundries     ••         ,.         ..         •• 

Total 


Fbom  othbb  Bsitish 

POSnSBIONS. 


Total  imports  from  Aden,  • 

Cyinnis 
Malta 


99 
it 


Quantity. 


Met.  quintals. 


9,805 

6,602 

62,286 


Met.  quintals. 


2,018,257 

1,903,202 

38,498 

89,488 

1,285 

688 

7,074 

6.778 

101,426 

46,872 

7,060 

4,056 

4,690 

4,314 

10,662 

8,605 

6,194 

9,681 

8,912 

1,608 

9,080 

1,684 

4,635 

2,867 

7,496 

6,976 

22,130 

8,693 

67,620 

69,481 

2,809,818 

2,108,888 

4,446 

6,471 

121 

129 

202,687 

169,208 

16,248 

15,577 

3,085 

8,680 

6,722 

4,479 

34,919 

80,002 

219,598 

492,529 

152,689 

158,991 

14,078 

9,026 

38,866 

27,802 

88,684 

47,664 

726,593 

959,058 

9,547 

6,312 

88,617 
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g  Exports 
1898-99. 


To  Grbat  Bbitaik  akd 
Ibiulvs. 

Paper  and  cftrdboard  . . 

Flour     

Oilcake 

Sugar     ..         ••         ••         .. 

Fruit,  dried 

MisoeUaneous  ..         ..         .. 

Total 
Stares    ••         ••         ••         .. 


To  British  Ikdia. 

Paper  of  all  kinds 

Hetalware  of  all  kinds  • . 

Tissues,  stuffs,  &c.       . .  •  • 

G-lass     ..         .. 

Sugar  ..         ..  •• 

liucellaneous  ..         ..  .. 

Total 
Wood,  staves,  and  planks,  &c. 


To  OTBBB  BbITIBH 
POBSBSSIOKS. 

Total  exports  to  Aden . . 

Wood 

Total  exports  to  Ojprus 

Wood.  •         .  • 
Total  exports  to  Malta 

Wood 


Met.  quintals 


Pieces 


i» 


Met.  quintals 


Pieces 


11 
it 

i» 
it 


Met.  quintals 

Pieces 

Met.  quintals 

Pieces 

Met.  quintals 

Pieces 


Q.uantitj. 


1898. 


19,700 

25,655 

5,580 

4,530 

5,460 

30,760 


91,675 
8,600 


52,095 

30,268 

8,630 

9,700 

307,860 

46,938 


455,491 
151,390 


19,9601 
70,115  / 
15,102  1 
66,521  J 
41,635 1 
182,699/ 


1899. 


28,388 
29,437 

2,591 
36,101 

6,255 
86,241 


182,968 


59,982 
28,623 
4,563 
16,072 
269,664 
77,612 


456,516 


34,975 
22,246 
60,189 


The  coal  trade  was  very  brisk  during  the  first  six  months  Coal, 
of  1900  on  account  of  great  increase  of  prices  in  the  United 
Sjuigdom.  Later  on,  however,  prices  were  paralysed  by  an  inun* 
dation  of  American  coals  in  Europe.  As  soon  as  prices  of 
British  coal  began  to  decrease,  aU  competition  of  American 
coal  ceased.  At  the  same  prices  British  coal  is  much  pre- 
ferred. 
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6  TRIB8TE. 

Importation  of  Coal  into  Trieste,  by  Sea 

Year  1900. 


and  Land,  during  the 


From — 

Quantity. 

Total. 

British  ooal      ••        •  • 

Cardiff 

Newcastle  a. 

Scotland    ..         ..          .a 

Yorkshire  a  • 

Lancashire 

Istria         

Dalmatia  ••         •• 

Styria        

Morayia    ••         a  a         a  a 
Hungary   .a 

Bosnia 

Croatia      •• 

•  a                                a« 

•  •                                •  • 

Total   .. 

England    a.         a. 
Germany  (Westphalia)  a. 
Gh*eece      .a         ,,         •• 
Austria  (Moravia) 
Hungary  .a         •• 
America 

Tons. 
44,890 
36,804 
34,268 
9,366 
4,477 

Tons. 
129,804 

83,280 
21,189 
44,618 

Aoftro-Hangarian  ooal 

28,066 

16,578 

26,129 

329 

6,986 

6,863 

341 

Turkish  ooal     .a         •  • 
American  coal  •• 

■  • 

.  a 
a  a 

8,170 
6,706 

38,189 

8,880 

746 

278,286 

Gokt 

• 

62,090 

COMPAEISON  between  the  Years  1900-1899. 


British  coals 
Aostro-Hnngarian  coals 
Coke       


Quantity. 


Tons. 

129,804 

83,280 

52,090 


Tons. 

166,838 

70,706 

68,920 


-non. 


Import  of  Pig-iron  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


From — 

Qnantitj. 

1900. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Bosnia •. 

Tons. 

902 
2,288 

103 

Tons. 

485 

9,608 

a  a 

Coffee. 


The  Union  of  Coffee  Merchants  of  Trieste  have  transmitted  a 
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Petition  to  the  Ministry  of  Commer('.e  begging  that  means  should 
be  taken  to  give  coffee  an  official  quotation  at  the  Trieste 
Exchange.  On  account  of  the  absence  of  such  a  quotation 
Trieste  is  in  a  less  favourable  position  than  Hamburg  and 
Havre,  its  principal  rivals  in  the  coffee  trade. 

The  importation  of  raw  cotton  from  India  has  diminished  in  Cotio^ 
1900. 

Tlie  Austrian  Lloyd  Steamship  (Company  have  raised  ihe 
freights  for  cotton  imported  from  Egypt  from  16  to  20  fr.  per  ton. 
The  Beichenberg  Chamber  of  Commerce  urged  that  the  old  rate' 
of  16  fr.  should  be  maintained  in  view  also  of  the  competition  that 
Hamburg  could  make,  as  Egyption  cotton  could  be  imported  vi& 
Hamburg  into  Austria  at  cheaper  mtes. 

The  dried  fruit  trade,  once  so  flourishing,  has  lost  all  its  iMed 
importance ;  the  exports  to  France  and  to  America  have  totally 
ceased  as  those  countries  import  now  direct  from  the  places  of 
origin. 

Whilst  in  former  yeai-s  only  a  few  thousand  cases  of  dates  Dikfeas, 
wer^  sold  here  through  London  a^jents,  in  1900  several  cargoes 
were  imported  direct  from  Bassorah.     This  would  appear  to  be  a 
new  departure  in  that  branch  of  trade  in  Trieste. 

The  supply  of   Arabic   Kordofan  gum  was   much  restricted  Ghim, 
during  1900.     The  price  ran  to  about  200  a)rone  ])er  100  kilos, 
(or  about  9rf.  per  lb.).     The  Senegal  crop  was  also  small.     Indian 
gams  were  also  scarce  on  account  of  local  causes  such  as  famine 
and  plague. 

Gum  Trade  during  the  Year  1900. 


Quantity. 

Iini)orted  during  1900 

Stock  at  end  of  December,  1899. . 

Fsrdi. 
5.127 
S76 

Total           

6,80S 

Biported  daring  1900 

Stock  at  end  of  December,  1900. . 

6,278 
580 

Total            

5,808 

The  year  closed  with  little  business  and  at  somewhat  reduced 

prices. 

Kid,  for  shoes,  and  sheepskins,  which  are  generally  exported  to  Hides 
America,  have  been  neglected  in  1900.  "Wns. 

Owing  to  dulness  in  the  glove  industry  in  Germany,  lamb 
skins  which  were  purchased  mainly  for  that  country  have  been 
exported  in  very  small  quantities. 

During  recent  years  the  importation  of  onions  fi-om  Eg}rpt  has  Oniooe 
inoreased  considerably.     These  onions  are  sent  from  Trieste  to  the 
interior  of  Austria,  and  also  to  foreign  ports. 
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TRIESTE. 


Sug«» 


Hungar}',  Russia,  Houniauia,  and  Belgium  are  successfully 
competing  with  Austrian  sugar  in  exports  to  Turkey,  Egypt,  Syria, 
&c.  Italy  used  to  import  Austro-Hungarian  sugar,  but  she  now 
possesses  28  sugar  manufactories.  Austro-Hungarian  sugar  export! 
to  Japan  have  also  decreased,  as  Japan  is  now  erecting  her  own 
sugar  factories.  India  still  remains  one  of  the  largest  consumerg 
of  Austro-Hungarian  sugar.  Until  1894-95  su^^ar  consumed  in 
India  was  to  a  great  measure  imported  from  Mauritius,  which 
furnished  64  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount.  In  the  following 
three  years,  1895-98,  Austro-Hungarian  sugar  exports  to  India 
continually  increased  at  the  same  rate  as  German.  As  soon  as 
countervailing  duties  were  introduced  in  India  the  import  of 
Austro-Hungarian  sugar,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  increased, 
and  took  the  second  place,  whilst  Germany  took  the  third.  In 
1898-99  there  was  a  slight  diminution  due  more  to  the  famine 
than  to  the  introduction  of  additional  duties. 

The  total  sugar  import  at  Trieste  from  the  Austrian  provinces 
of  Bohemia,  Moravia,  Lower  Austria,  Silesia,  Galicia,  and  from 
Hungary  has  been,  during  1900,  1,427,615  quintals,  against 
1,610,379  quintals  in  1899,  making  a  decrease  in  1900  of  182,764 
quintals. 

Table  showing  the  Quantity  of  Sugar  Exported  from  Trieste  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  British  Colonies  during  the  Tears 
1899-1900. 


To— 


G-reat  Britain  and  Ireland 

Adon  • . 

Africa 

GypniB        . . 

Kgjpt 

Gibraltar    .. 

India 

Malta 

Zanzibar 


Quantity. 


1899. 


Met.  tons. 

3,610 

2,461 

33 

869 

2,631 

344 

26,966 

3,026 


1900. 


Met.  tons. 

7,176 

2,387 

146 

796 

2,655 

413 

29,216 

3,478 

51 


SteaL 


As  in  the  year  1899,  the  import  of  steel  for  the  construction  of 
ships  during  1900  has  decreased  in  proportion  to  the  diminished 
output  of  tonnage  during  that  period  : — 


Tear. 


1899 
1900 


Number 
of  Veaselfl. 

G-ro88 
Tonnage. 

Amount  of 

British 

Material. 

Amount  of 
Austrian 
Material. 

Perc 
British. 

8 
9 

14,020 
17,700 

Tons. 
1,180 
1,030 

Tons. 
8,870 
13,030 

8 
6 

Austrian. 


62 
76 
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This  lower  percentage  of  British  material  supplied  to  Austria- 
Hunijary  is  now  due  to  the  gi-eat  competition  ivm]  the  oompulsory 
use  of  native  material  for  building  vessels. 

The  steel  used  for  the  construction  of  marine  boilers  is  still  a 
British  speciality  and  is  generally  supplied  by  the  Steel  Company 
of  Scotland.  During  1900,  19  large  main  boilers  and  21  donkey 
boilers  were  supplied  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  shipyards 
here. 

Eight  Belville  and  16  Jarrow  boilers  for  warships  were 
supplied  to  the  Stabilimento  Tecnico  Triestino. 

The  monopoly  of  ship's  fittings  is  still  in  British  bauds,  viz.  Ship'* 
winches,  steam  gearing  machines,  side  lights,  pumps,  boats  (steel),  fi**">«»' 
wire  ropes,  anchors  and  chains,  also  furnaces  and  iron  tubes  for 
boilers. 

The  blast  furnaces  of  the  **  Krainische  Industrie  Gesellschaft "  f^^^ 
here  received  during  1900,  140,000  tons  of  iron  ore,  viz.  from  ^''™**''*' 
Bosnia,  Greece,  Tafna,  and  Chartagena  (Algiers),   Poti  (Russia), 
and  Salonica. 

Iron   ore   is    supplied   to   different    steel   works    in   Austria  iron  ow. 
and  they  have  such  a  demand  that  the  company  contemplate  an 
enlargement  of  the  establishment.. 

The  fishing  industry  in  this  district  leaves  much  to  be  desired  ^^^7  ^^  **" 
as  is  shown  by  the  following  figures : — 

Fish  Imported  to  Vienna  during  the  Year  1900. 


From —  Quantity. 


Kilos. 
German  J     . .  . .  . .  . .  (over)  300,000 

Trieste  . .  . .  . .  . .  ...  48,535 

Pola . «  . .  . .  . .  . .  I  13,860 


The  last  of  the  flour-mills  of  Trieste,  that  of  the  firm  of  Flour  miUs. 
*'  Economo/'  having  been  burnt  down  during  the  summer  of  1900, 
and  it  not  being  deemed  desirable  to  rebuild  it,  that  branch  of 
industry  will  thus  cease  in  Trieste.  The  decay  of  this  industry 
is  due  to  two  main  causes,  namely,  the  competition  of  American 
flour  in  the  markets  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  Brazil,  the  latter 
country  being  the  best  market  for  that  commodity,  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  Government  assistance  in  the  shape  of  drawbacks. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  new  industries  New 
have  been  started  : —  induitriM. 

The  jute  marmfactory  mentioned  in  my  previous  report  will 
commence  operations  very  shortly. 

A  colour  (paint)  manufactory  at  Trieste  which  will  commence 
work  shortly. 

An  iron-foundry  (Eisengiesserei)  at  Laibach  (Krain). 

A  steam-mill  at  Moiupaderno  near  Parenzo. 

A    brandy  distillery,  with    cream    of   tartar    extraction   at 
Parenzo. 
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Shipping  ami 


Protwtion  of 
M«iTicn. 


OoDBolar 
tarifff. 


\ut»trian 
Lloyd  Steam 
Kayigation 
Crompanj. 


During  1900,  8,465  vessels,  with  a  tannage  of  2,158,624  Urns, 
entered  the  port  of  Trieste.  There  was,  therefore,  a  decrease  of 
421  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  23,122  tons,  from  1899.  Cleared, 
8,492  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  2,166,886  tons,  a  decrease  of  373 
vessels  and  4,931  tons. 

The  principal  flags  were :  Austro-Hungarian,  Italian,  British, 
and  Greek. 

159  British  vessels,  all  steamers,  of  228,434  tons,  entered 
with  4,373  crew  ;  there  was,  therefore,  a  decrease  of  12  British 
vessels  and  18,207  tons  from  1899.  Of  these  159  vessels,  124 
brought  general  cargoes;  20,  coal;  11,  rice;  1,  fruit;  1,  iron 
ore ;  and  2  were  in  ballast. 

Of  the  157  British  ships  cleared  during  1900,  124  took  general 
cargoes  ;  2,  war  material ;  1,  rice ;  and  30  went  in  ballast. 

Austrian  steam  navigation  is  at  present  flourishing.  Shipping 
firms  commenced  by  purchasing  old  steamers,  but  experience 
has  shown  that  this  was  not  a  success  from  a  business 
point  of  view,  as  the  constant  repairs  and  high  insurance  charges 
prove  that  it  is  preferable  to  purchase  new  steamers.  Capitalists, 
not  only  of  the  Austrian  littoral,  but  also  of  the  interior  of  the 
Empire,  began  to  take  an  interest  in  marine  industry,  so  that 
from  1894  (when  the  new  law  came  into  force)  to  1900,  the 
progress  of  the  mercantile  marine  has  been  very  great.  From 
13  steamers,  with  10,924  tons,  it  rose  to  51  steamers,  with  91,408 
tons,  exclusive  of  the  Austrian  Lloyd. 

The  law  created  for  favouring  the  development  of  the  Austrian 
mercantile  marine  will  end  in  1903,  but  Marine  Board  officials 
here  think  it  advisable  to  renew  it  with  some  modifications. 

At  the  recent  opening  of  the  Reichsrath  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  promised  the  presentation  of  new  maritime  regulations 
for  the  protection  of  seamen,  as  that  at  present  in  force  (dating 
from  the  time  of  Maria  Theresa)  does  not  respond  to  modem 
requirements. 

The  Austro-Hungarian  Government  contemplates  an  early 
change  in  the  Consular  tariffs  with  a  tendency  to  a  general 
reduction  of  charges. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd  Company  commenced  stean)  navigation  in 
the  year  1836.  In  1872  the  company  had  66  steamers,  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  only  34,429  tons,  whilst  at  the  end  of  1900  the  com- 
pany had  the  same  number  of  steamera  with  the  greatly-increased 
tonnage,  however,  of  100,032  tons.  The  year  was  fairly  prosperous 
for  this  company,  although,  like  other  companies,  it  suflered  through 
the  high  price  of  coal. 

A  new  loan  of  18,000,000  kr.  (750,000/.)  has  been  issued 
by  the  company,  bearing  interest  at  4  per  cent.,  and  priority 
shares  will  be  issued,  not  all  at  once,  but  at  a  future  date,  that  is, 
whenever  new  steamers  will  be  built.  The  company  will  shortly 
commence  in  their  dockyard  at  Trieste  the  construction  of  eight 
or  nine  large  steamers  for  the  Indo-China  service. 

The  company  has  come  to  terms  with  the  Central  Association 
of   Sugar   Manufacturei'S    respecting  the  shipments  of   sugar    to 
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India  and  the  Far  East.  The  freights  for  Japan  and  for  China  jixpo^  of 
will  remain  from  September  1,  1901,  until  August  31, 1902,  the  sugar  to  the 
same  as  they  are  at  present.  The  freight  for  India  for  direct  ^®'*  ^"** 
shipments  for  the  same  period  is  fixed  at  17^.  per  ton.  At  this 
price  the  Austrian  Lloyd  Company  is  bound  to  export  a  quantity 
of  30  per  cent,  more  than  that  taken  from  September  1, 1900,  to 
August  31, 1901.  The  sugar  manufacturers  will  be  obliged  to  give 
due  notice  of  shipments  as  hitherto.  The  manufacturers  are  autho- 
rised to  annul  their  orders  without  any  expense  up  to  15  per  cent, 
under  the  clear  understanding  that  this  must  occur  two  months 
previous  to  the  departure  of  the  re<»pective  steamers.  These  are 
the  principal  points  of  the  agreement  which  will  hold  good  for 
those  sugar  manufacturers,  banks,  or  export  firms,  which,  previous 
to  March  10,  1901,  have  produced  a  written  declaration  to  the 
company  at  Trieste,  by  which  they  will  be  bound  to  send,  during 
the  period  from  September  1,  1901,  to  August  31,  1902,  their 
sugar  shipments  to  Trieste  or  Fiume  in  order  that  they  may 
be  sent  to  India  and  the  Far  East  exclusively  by  the  Austrian 
Lloyd  steamers. 

The  extension  of  the  Calcutta  service  and  the  introduction  of  t:alcutt» 
direct  lines  to  Japan  have  increased  the  export  trade  of  Trieste,      ^'errice  and 

The  Austrian  Lloyd   Company  decided   that  in  consequence  ^t^^^^" 
of  the  abnormal    state   of  chairs,    owing    to    the    continuance  Line, 
of  war  in  South   Africa  and  scarcity  of  cargo,  the  departures 
of  their  steamers  for  the  East  Coast  of  Africa  should  be  dis- 
continued until  the  autumn  of  1901. 

A  Convention  between  the  Greek  Government  and  the  Austrian  Conrention 
Lloyd  Company  will  probably  be  concluded  in  November  next.       ^^^  Greek 

The  Austro-Americana  Navigation   Company,  founded  with  ±xusUo^^ 
British  capital  and  subsidised  by  the  Austro-Hungarian  Govern-  Amerioan 
ment,  has  been  sold  to  Austrian  capitalists.  ^^•• 

A  Commission  of  French  deputies  visited  Trieste  this  winter  Trieste  free 
in  order  to  study  the  working  of  the  free  point  (punto  franco)  of  P^^S^J^**^ 
Trieste,  as  compared  to  the  free  ports  of  other  countries.     The  cJm^ssion. 
result  of  their  investigations  has  not  been  made  public. 

The  population  of  Trieste  at  the  commencement  of  the  19th  Population 
century  was  24,000.  At  the  end  of  1900  it  amounted  to^f^^^^'^ 
176,456. 

The  principal  diseases  during  1900  were  influenza  and  affection 
of  the  respiratory  organs. 

The  "  Societi  per  la  lotta  contro  la  Tubercolosi "  (anti-tuber- 
culosis) has  collected  sufficient  funds  to  erect  a  large  sanatorium^ 
which  will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 

The  death  rate  was  29  per  1,000  during  the  year. 

Professor  Koch  and  Doctors  Frasch,  Bludan  and  Eisner  arrived 
recently  from  Berlin  and  proceeded  to  Pola,  Lussinpiccolo  and 
Ossero.    They  intend  studying  the  malaria. 

Harbour  works  for  the  enlargement  of  the  port  will  begin  in  Harbour 
1901.     The  Marine   Board  is  continually  engaged  in  the  con-  works, 
struction  and  repairing  of  moles,  breakwaters,  &c.,  down  the  whole 
of  the  Istrian  and  Dalmatian  coasts. 
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Wfttervorks* 


RailvrftVA. 


Electrio  tram. 


Ohtetid- 

Trieste 

exprets. 


Municipal 

workman.} 

agency. 

Agticultore. 
Vi!itage. 


Phylloxera. 


Fr^dli  fruit. 
Potatoes. 


For  many  years  the  dearth  of  water  in  Trieste  has  been  the 
cause  of  much  distress  during  the  summer  months,  and  to  it  is 
attributed  many  evils,  the  principal  of  which  is  that  drains 
remained  unflushed,  and  all  noxious  matter,  instead  of  being 
carried  away  to  the  sea,  remained  just  under  the  surface  of 
most  of  the  streets  with  ensuing  results  as  shown  by  the  death 
rate.  Works  are  now  in  active  progress  with  the  object  of  giving 
five  times  the  existing  quantity  of  water  to  the  town  by  means 
of  the  Aurisina  Waterworks,  situated  about  6  miles  from  the 
town. 

An  electric  railway,  Trieste-Scorcola-Opcina  (which  will 
connect  Trieste  with  the  Karst  plateau),  is  projected,  as  well 
as  a  railway  trunk  line,  Gorizia-Aidussiua,  and  operations  will 
shortly  commence. 

The  Trieste-San  Giorgio- Venice  line  has  been  put  lately  in 
conjunction  with  the  Udine  station. 

The  construction  of  the  Trieste-Parenzo  Railway  has  com- 
menced and  will  be  finished  in  September,  1902. 

The  horse  tram  has  been  almost  totally  abolished  and  super- 
seded by  electric  tramways  with  overhead  wires.  These  electric 
tramways  have  been  so  well  handled  that  though  the  streets  of 
this  city  are  in  many  cases  narrow  and  tortuous,  and  pedestrians 
walk  in  the  middle  of  the  streets  without  any  regard  to  their 
right  or  left,  yet  not  a  single  serious  accident  has  so  far  occurred. 
The  Municipality  contemplate  extending  the  system  largely  in 
the  suburbs,  and  cutting  tunnels  through  some  steep  hills  in  the 
town  in  order  to  shorten  journeys  now  taking  much  time  and 
trouble. 

The  Ostend- Vienna-Trieste  express,  the  itinerary  of  which 
has  been  lately  modified,  takes  37^  hours  between  the  two  ports 
and  is  a  great  convenience  to  travellers  by  the  Austrian  Lloyd 
steamers. 

The  Municipality  opened,  on  March  7,  1901,  a  workman's 
agency,  called  "  Ufficio  di  mediazione  del  lavoro,"  the  objects  of 
the  bureau  being  to  find  work  for  men,  and  men  for  employers. 

The  vintage  in  the  Austrian  littoral,  Istria,  and  Dalmatia  has 
been  excellent  as  to  quality  but  not  quantity. 

Whilst  Austrian  and  Himgarian  wine  cultivators  agitate 
against  the  renewal  of  the  actual  clause  of  the  Commercial  Treaty 
with  Italy  of  December  6,  1891,  in  favour  of  Italian  wines,  the 
Italian  Chambers  of  Commerce  use  their  influence  at  Eome  in 
order  that  the  clause  may  be  maintained.  Anyhow  the  import  of 
Italian  wine  into  Austria  (visl  Trieste)  has,  during  1900,  notably 
diminished,  so  that  Italian  competition  has  at  present  lost 
considerably. 

Phylloxera  appeared  at  San  Lorenzo  di  Mossa  in  the  Commune 
of  Mariano  and  in  the  locaKty  of  Corona.  The  authorities  took 
the  necessary  steps  to  circumscribe  the  infected  district  in  order 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Large  quantities  of  fresh  fruit  and  potatoes  have  been  exported 
from  Gorizia  especially  to  Germany. 
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The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  promised  their  assistance  to  OHre  tree^ 
the  "Consorzio  Agrario"  of  lAissinpiccolo  for  the  planting  at 
Cherso,  Veglia,  &c.,  of  olive  trees  of  the  best  quality  in  order  txj 
facilitate  the  rational  cultivation  of  olives  which,  in  former  days, 
had  a  great  reputation  especially  in  Istria  and  Dalmatia  and 
which  at  present  is  nearly  nil.  The  Government  have  also  sent 
a  certain  number  of  olive  cultivators  to  Gravosa  in  order  to  study 
practically  this  special  branch  of  agriculture. 

The  "  Societa  Agraria  "  display  much  energy  in  order  to  favour  SocieU 
the    economic    development    of    the    population  of   the   Trieste  -^g"*"*- 
territory. 


LiSSA. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Topich  reports  as  follows  :  — 

Industries  in  Dalmatia  seem  to  improve.    The  carbide  of  lime  lodastriM. 
(carburo  di  calce)  manufactory  and  others  originating  from  the  Krka  V*''***^*  ^^ 
Waterfall  near   Scardona,  are   prosperous,  and  as  soon  as  some  ""®'  ^ 
technical  difficulties  have  been  suiinounted  several  manufactories 
will  be  started  at  the  Gubavica  Waterfall,  on  the  stream  Cetina 
near  Almissa,  by  a   company  of  Austrian  capitalists  who  have 
studied  for  many  years  the  use  of  water  power. 

The  asphalt  mines  near  Vrgorac  are  still  furnishing  first-rate  A«phalt. 
material. 

New  coal  mines  have  been  discovered  at  the  island  of  Pago.       Coal  minef. . 

The  Velusic  coal  mine  on  the  Monte  Promina,  belonging  to 
the  Vienna  firm  of  "  Konig,"  is  furnishing  coal  equal  to  that  of 
Siveric,  but  for  want  of  communication  it  cannot  compete  as 
regards  price.  As  soon  as  the  railway  conjunction  with  Siveric 
is  finished  this  drawback  will  be  removed,  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  the  yearly  production  will  come  to  100,000  tons. 

The  Scardona  coal  mine  continues  its  activity,  but  the  product 
is  always  of  inferior  quality. 

Near  Spizza,  on  the  Austro-Montenegrin   frontier,  traces   of  Mercury, 
mercury  have  been  lately  discovered,  and   experinients  at  the 
surface  gave  very  promising  results. 

The    railway   line    Gabella-Eagusa-Bocche   di    Cattaro,   built  Public  works, 
for  strategical  purposes,  will  be  finished  shortly.  Bailwaye. 

The  construction  of  the  railway  line  Spalato-Sinj-Arzano, 
which  had  to  be  put  in  conjunction  at  Bugojno  with  the  Bosnian 
railways,  thus  creating  Spalato  into  a  great  port  on  the  Adriatic 
and  the  natural  landing  place  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  and  of 
the  Balkan  peninsula,  has  been  suspended  on  account  of  the 
strongest  opposition  on  the  part  of  Hungary. 

New  projects  of  railway  lines  in  Dalmatia  are  constantly  under 
discussion. 

In  1900  the  development  of  steam  mercantile  marine  has  been  Me«»ntiie 
maintained     Several  new  steamers  have  been  built  in  the  Austrian  ™*™®* 
and  English  dockyards,  notably  several  steamers  of  large  tonnage. 
Austrian  shipowners,  encouraged  by  the  Government  subvention 
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LIS8A. 


Vines. 


Wine. 


and  protection  of  the  mercantile  marine,  as  well  as  the  capitalists 
who  see  that  freights  are  exceptionally  high,  invest  their  money 
in  shipping. 

In  several  parts  of  Dalmatia  crops  have  been  destroyed  by 
storms  including  hail  and  lightning,  causing  the  loss  of  many 
millions  of  corone. 

Over  150,000  hectolitres  of  wine  were  produced  in  1900, 
fetching  prices  varying  from  135.  4rf.  to  IL  6s.  8d.  per  hectolitre 
(22  gallons).  Lissa  produced  only  60,000  hectolitres,  but  of  the 
very  best  quality,  fetching  prices  from  1/.  to  1/.  lOs,  for  red  wine, 
and  from  11.  6s.  8d.  to  21.  for  white  wine. 

Fisheries.  The  fisheries  have  been  very  poor  in  the  whole  province  and 

especially  on  the  island  of  Lissa  which  is  the  principal  fishing 
district.  Consequently  the  work  of  the  many  fish  preserving 
factories  erected  at  Lissa  and  along  the  Dalmatian  coast  has  not 
increased  during  1900. 

OliTc-oU.  The  olive  crop,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  excellent,  and 

rose  to  50,000  hectolitres  at  prices  varying  from  31.  4s.  to  51.  per 
hectolitre.  Eefineries  have  been  erected  in  order  to  improve  the 
quality  of  the  oil. 

Tobaoeo.  The  cultivation   of  tobacco  is  extending    more    and    more, 

especially  on  the  islands  and  in  the  mountainous  districts,  and 
although  the  ci-op  last  year  was  not  good,  the  result  was  over 
1,300  tons. 

Emigration.  Emigration  from  Dalmatia  increases.     That  to  New  Zealand 

has  ceased  in  consequence  of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
Colonial  Government.  Emigration  to  Western  Australia  and  to 
North  and  South  America  is  increasing. 

PubUo  hetlth.       Public  health  has  been  excellent. 


T1U£ST£. 
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TuAi»K  of  Trieste  bv  I^nd  during  the  Year  1900,  ctnnpared 

with   1899. 


From — 

Imported  by 
Kail.     ' 

To- 

Exported  by 
Kail. 

Austria,  interior.  • 
Hun(mry . . 

Bosnia  and  Herzegovina 
Belgium  . . 

Bulgaria 

France 

G-ermany 

Italy        

Netiierlands 

Boumania 

Russia     ..         ..         .. 

SerTia 

Spain 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

Mot. 

quintals. 

7,387,882 

1,153,820 

95,836 

626 

19 

1,715 

142,899 

43,843 

4 

13,666 

423 

3,613 

15,700 

•  • 

Austria,  interior. . 
Hungaiy  . .          .  •          •  • 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina 
Belgium  .. 
Bulgaria  . . 
France     .. 
Germany . . 

Italy         

Netherlands 

Boumania 

Russia 

Bervia 

Spain 

Switzerland 

Turkev 

Total,  1900 
„     1899 

Met. 

quintals. 

4,977,898 

698,088 

37,252 

169 

303 

2,254 

829,311 

143,809 

\m 

15,098 

103,698 

34,838 

1 

68,248 

S 

Total,  1900 

„     1899         •  • 

8,860,046 
7,799,932 

6,911,075 
7,122,764 

lA'oTi. — 10  metric  quintals  —  1  metric  ton,  or  2,204  lbs. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trieste  during  the  Year 

1900,  compared  with  1899. 

Enteked. 


1900. 

1899. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Sailing  vessels  . . 
Steamers                      .  • 

2,642 
5,826 

114,967 
2,049,970 

2,842 
6,044 

125,266 
2,066,430 

Total     . . 

8,468 

2,164,927 

8,886 

2,181,746 

Cleared. 


1900. 

1899. 

• 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sailing  vessels  .  •         •  • 
Steamers 

2,658 
5,829 

115,607 
2,050,682 

2,807 
6,068 

120,159 
2,051.658 

Total     . . 

8,487 

2,166,289 

8,865 

2,171.817 
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Rbturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trieste  during  the  Year 
1900,  compared  with  1899,  according  to  Nationalities. 

Entered. 


1899. 


Oountrj. 


Auitria-Hungary 

United  States 

Belgium 

Brmnl 

Bulgaria 

Denmark 

France 


GtwnkAuj 

Ghreeoe 

United  Kingdom 

Italy 

Montenegro 

Netheriands 

Turkey 

Portugal 

BuBeia 

Samot 

Spain 

Sweden  and  Norway 


{ 
{ 
{ 


• 

{ 


Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 

Sailing 

Steamers 


1900. 


1 
Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
YeMels. 

891 
5,302 

•  • 

36,166 
1,892,494 

•  • 

920 
5,119 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

8,987 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

• 

•  • 

1,197 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 
1 

1,656 

•  • 
1 

•  • 
80 
66 
56 

84,768 
10,501 
49,568 

•• 

88 

106 

56 

m 

1,815 

427 

20 

1           1 

247,779 

75.951 

264,088 

605 

26 

1*59 

1,554 

405 

10 

1 

•'l 
48 
18 

•  • 

**794 

1,675 

10,597 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
51 
35 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

9 
3 

•  • 

13,462 
368 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

•  • 

•  • 
12 

•  • 
14 

22,468 
13,603 

•  • 
3 
1 
2 

Tons. 


30,475 
1,414,670 


8,668 


•  • 


1,547 
284 

89,998 
15,672 

228,484 

64,891 

272,880 

808 

25 


2,878 
26,425 


6,389 


6,581 

738 

2,800 


TRIESTE. 
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1899. 

1900. 

Conntrj. 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Aiiftria-Hiingary  •• 

Sailing 

\    Steamers  .. 

859 
6,814 

81,975 
1,887,218 

939 
6,124 

81,629 
1,417,702 

United  States 

Sailing      • . 
\    Steamers  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Belgium     •• 

Sailing 
Steamers  . . 

•  • 
8 

8,987 

•  • 
2 

2,668 

Brazil 

Sailing      • . 
Steamers  •. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Bulgaria     •  • 

Sailing      • . 
Steamers  • . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Denmark    •«         •• 

f    Sailing 

\    Steamers   .. 

•  • 
2 

1,197 

•  • 
1 

'i,647 

France 

Sailing      .. 
Steamers  •. 

•  • 
1 

1,666 

•  • 
1 

•  ■ 
284 

Gkrmanj    •  • 

/    SaiHng      .. 
Steamers  .. 

•  • 
29 

82,579 

•  • 
88 

40,285 

Gbeeoe        •• 

'    Sailing      .. 
Steamers  .. 

66 
68 

10,428 
60,108 

108 
66 

16,268 
48,970 

Umled  Kingdom  .. 

J    Sailing      .. 
Steamers  .. 

•  • 
174 

249,235 

•  • 
167 

225,786 

lUl/           •• 

Sailing      •  < 
Steamers  •. 

1,811 

74,824 

1,654 

64,891 

426 

266,066 

406 

272,880 

Montenegro 

Sailing      • « 
Steamers  •• 

18 

1 

680 
26 

10 

1 

808 
26 

Netherlands 

Sailing 
Steamers  •• 

•  • 
1 

•  • 
794 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Tnrkej       •• 

''    Sailing      .. 

60 

2,634 

51 

2,878 

Steamers  •  < 

18 

10,697 

36 

26,426 

Portugal     •  • 

Sailing      •  i 
Steamers  •« 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Bassia        ••         •• 

/    Sailing      .. 
Steamers  •« 

•  • 
12 

16,176 

•  • 
4 

6,889 

Samoa         •• 

Sailing      •  t 
Steamers  •  < 

8 

•  • 

868 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Spain 

Sailing      .i 
Steamers  •, 

•  • 
11 

20,419 

•  • 
8 

6,681 

Bwedm  and  Korway 

;    Sailing      ., 
Steamers  .. 

14 

13,008 

1 
2 

788 
2,800 

(742) 


B 
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TBIESTE. 


Direct  Trade  in  British  "Vessels  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  British  Colonies  and  the  Port  of  Trieste  during  the  Year 
1900,  compared  with  1899. 

Entered. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1899 

1900 

171 
159 

246,641 
228,484 

4,694 
4,878 

Cleared. 


Year. 


1899 
1900 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


174 
157 


Tons. 


251,668 
226,786 


Crews. 


4,676 
4,828 


Keturn  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Carrying  Trade  of 
Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  at  the  Port  of 
Trieste  during  the  Year  1900. 

EiirrERED. 


With  Cargoes. 

In  Ballasts 

Total. 

[Country. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Austria   . . 
Hungaxy.. 
Italy 

Russia    •  • 
Greece    •  • 
United  States     .. 
Kalta      .. 
British  India     •  • 

1 
24 
76 

1 

9 
14 

3 
11 

814 

42,288 

108,393 

986 

10,786 

20,601 

2,442 

21,957 

« 

1 

« 

6S 

• 

i'8 

• 

1 
24 
76 

1 

9 
14 

4 
11 

814 

42,288 

108,898 

986 

10,786 

20,601 

2,966 

21,967 

Total 

189 

208,016 

1 

628 

140 

208,588 

TKIKSTE. 
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Cleared. 


With  Cargoes. 


Country. 


Number 

I      of 
VoBBels. 


Tons. 


Hungary .  • 
Itoly 
Busiia 
Greece    . . 
Turkey    .. 
Roumania 
Spain       •• 
United  States 
Canada    .. 
Malta 
TripoU    .. 
Chma      •• 


Total 


•  • 


91 
29 


I 
1 


4 
2 


131 


124,310 
'      44,931 

•        3,018 


2,336 
1,639 

3,256 

1,089 


180,579 


In  Ballast. 


Number 

i    «>'   ■ 

,  Vessels.  < 


10 
5 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 


24 


Tons. 


16,596 
7,982 
2,889 
5,006 
1,924 
1,938 
2,058 

1,514 


39,907 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


91 
29 
10 
8 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
4 
1 
2 


155 


Tons. 


124,310 

44,931 

16,596 

11.000 

2,889 

6,006 

4,260 

3,577 

2,058 

3,256 

1,514 

1,089 


220,486 


AuSTRO-HuNGARiAN  Mercantile  Marine  in  1900,'compared  with 

1899. 


•  • 

•  • 

1900. 

1899. 

/ 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Steamers          •• 
Sailing  .•         •» 

195 
1,442 

190,598 
31,355 

183 
1,464 

161,902 
85,007 

Total     .. 

•  • 

1,637 

221,953 

1,647 

196,909 

Population  of  the  Trieste  Consular  District.    Last  Census 

end  of  1900. 


Trieste,  with  its  territory 

Prorinee  of  Gt>rizia-GTadisca 

„         Istria 

„         Camiola         

„         Dalmatia        


Number 

of 

Inhabitants. 

176,456 
230,762 
386,484 
610,000 
691,697 
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Report  on  the  Foreign  Trade  of  Austria-Hungary  for  t/ve  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul-Gkneral  I^aul  von  Schoeller. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  June  10, 1901 .) 

The  feeling  in  Austrian  commercial  circles  with  regard  to  the  introductioa. 
foreign  trade  of  the  Monarchy  during  the  year  1900  is  one  of 
disappointment,  and  this  is  accentuated  by  the  knowledge  that 
the  unfavourable  results  are  not  due  to  outward  influences 
alone,  but,  indeed,  are  principally  ascribable  to  domestic  com- 
plications. 

The  uncertainty,  which  for  several  years  past  has  been  the  The 
prevailing  characteristic  in  the  relations  between  Austria  and^^«^ch. 
Hungary  with  regard  to  the  "Ausgleich"  or  politico-economic 
compromise,  continued  during  the  year  under  consideration.  A 
parliamentary  agreement  on  this  important  subject  has  not  yet 
been  brought  about,  and,  when  it  is  remembered  that  one  of  the 
chief  items  of  the  compromise  embodies  the  customs  treaty 
between  the  two  halves  of  the  Monarchy,  the  anxiety  as  to 
the  future,  felt  in  Austrian  business  circles,  can  be  readily  under- 
stood. The  so-called  "language  question,"  or  the  interminable 
conflict  between  the  Bohemian  and  German  members  of  the 
Austrian  Reichsrath  as  to  the  offlcial  recognition  of  the  Bohemian 
language,  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  parliamentary  inaction  in 
1900,  as  it  has  been  for  several  years  past.  It  luis  not  only 
prevented  the  settlement  of  the  Ausgleich,  but  lias  hindered  the 
introduction  of  numerous  other  measures  calculated  to  further  the 
general  welfare,  and,  in  a  word,  has  created  a  deadlock  which  has 
proved  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  all  economic  progress.  In 
the  circumstances,  therefore,  it  is  not  surprising  that  some  sections 
of  the  commercial  community  openly  express  the  opinion  that  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  would  be  seJer  in  the  hands  of  an 
autocratic  government  than  in  those  of  parliamentary  represen- 
tatives who  have  apparently  lost  sight  of  the  most  vital  interests 
of  their  constituents. 

On  taking  office  last  year,  the  present  Cabinet,  through  the  Austrian 
Premier,  Dr.  von  Korber,  expressed  its  resolve  to  devote  special  Government 
attention  to  the  urgent  needs  of  Austrian  commerce  and  industry.  ?^®i^'**  ^^\ 
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Hungarian 
GoTernment 
and  com- 
mercial 
enterprise. 


Austrian 
discontent. 


Thus,  among  numerous  other  projects,  it  was  proposed  to  submit 
to  the  Reichsrath  for  sanction  Bills  reducing  the  Government  dues 
and  taxes  derived  from  newly-floated  commercial  and  industrial 
limited  companies.  It  was  also  intended  to  expend  the  sum  of 
about  1,000,000/.  for  enlarging  the  harbour  of  Trieste  and  fuither 
to  construct  a  second  line  of  railway  to  facilitate  direct  connection 
between  that  port  and  the  interior  of  the  country.  But,  through 
the  deadlock  in  the  Reichsrath,  all  attempts  to  introduce  these  as 
well  as  other  public  measures  of  importance  proved  abortive,  and 
the  action  of  the  Government  has  been  practically  restricted  to  the 
issue  of  divers  minor  ordinances,  &c.,  for  the  purpose  of  somewhat 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  those  branches  of  commerce  and 
industry  which  are  most  in  want  of  a  helping  hand. 

The  energy  displayed  by  the  Hungarian  Government  during 
the  past  year  in  furthering  the  economic  interests  of  that  half  of 
the  Monarchy  stands  out  in  striking  contrast  to  the  enforced 
inactivity  of  the  Austrian  authorities.  Under  the  combined 
auspices  of  the  Hungarian  Ministries  of  Commerce  and  Agri- 
culture, experts  were  despatched  to  several  of  the  great  European 
industrial  centres  to  study  the  commercial  conditions  on  the  spot, 
while  in  Hungary  itself  the  Government  encouraged  the  establish- 
ment of  factories  and  economic  undertakings  of  all  kinds  by  offering 
a  reduction  of  taxation  and  various  other  material  advantages  to 
new  commercial  and  industrial  enterprises.  This  liberal  policy 
has  been  productive  of  favourable  results.  In  several  instances 
factories,  &c.,  which,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  would  have 
been  established  on  Austrian  territory,  have  been  opened  in 
Hungary  owing  to  the  inducements  offered  there. 

As  was  to  be  foreseen,  the  untoward  conditions  obtaining  in 
Austria,  as  compared  to  the  far-reaching  and  practical  efforts  made 
in  the  Transleithan  half  of  the  Monarchy,  has  engendered  much 
dissatisfaction  in  those  circles  whose  material  prosperity  is  in- 
separable from  the  economic  progress  of  this  country.  Thus, 
during  the  year  under  notice,  the  Government  was  memorialised 
by  numerous  Austrian  commercial  associations,  chambers  of 
commerce  and  similar  corporations,  with  the  object  of  procuring 
redress  and  inviting  the  authorities  to  remove  by  ordinance  or 
edict  those  disadvantages  which,  in  normal  circumstances,  it  would 
have  been  the  duty' of  the  Reichsrath  to  deal  with.  The  Govern- 
ment, however,  is  apparently  unable  to  introduce  many  of  those 
reforms  which  are  so  urgently  needed,  and  so  long  as  commercial 
enterprise  of  all  kinds  is  burdened  with  its  present  load  of  taxation 
and  official  co-operation  is  withheld,  there  is  little  prospect  that 
private  initiative  alone  will  suffice  to  bring  about  an  amelioration 
of  the  prevailing  conditions. 

The  foregoing  remarks  essentially  apply  to  the  year  1900. 
Since  the  beginning  of  1901  an  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  situation.  Dr.  von  Korber,  the  Prime  Minister,  has  succeeded 
in  bringing  about  a  cessation  of  the  long  and  futile  nationality 
conflict  and  has  effected  a  reconciliation  among  the  different 
parties.     How  long  this  reconciliation  will  last  it  i«?  impossible  to 
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say»  but,  at  all  events,  Parliament  is  at  length  able  to  reaunie 
serious  work  without  the  danger  of  its  eflforts  being  rendered 
absolutely  sterile  by  the  policy  of  systematic  obstruction  as  was 
formerly  the  case. 

Since  commencing  this  report  one  of  the  most  important  Bills  Auatritn 
with  which  the  Eeichsrath  has  had  to  deal  for  a  long  time  past  ^*°*^  ^'^^• 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Government.  The  Bill  provides  for 
an  extensive  system  of  canalisation  in  Austria,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  prove  of  incalculable  benefit  to  domestic  commerce  and 
industry.  One  of  the  most  frequent  and  well-founded  complaints 
among  Austrian  manufacturers  is  that  relative  to  the  lack  of  cheap 
inland  navigation.  The  Bill  is  calculated  to  remove  this  long- 
felt  want  and  thereby  place  domestic  producers  of  all  classes  on 
a  more  equal  footing  with  their  German  rivals,  who  are  infinitely 
better  provided  with  inexpensive  means  of  communication. 

According  to  the  Bill  submitted  to  the  Eeichsrath,  it  is 
proposed  to  construct : — 

1.  A  connection  between  the  Danube  and  the  Oder 

2.  A  canal  from  the  Danube  to  the  Moldau  near  Budweis, 
together  with  the  regulation  of  the  latter  river  from  Budweis  to 
Prague. 

3.  A  canal  connecting  the  Danube-Oder  section  already  men- 
tioned with  the  upper  part  of  the  Elbe  and  the  canalisation  of  the 
latter  river  as  far  as  Melnik. 

4.  A  navigable  canal  to  uuite  the  Danube-Oder  section  with 
the  basin  of  the  Vistula  and  with  the  navigable  portion  of  the 
Dniester. 

The  work  is  to  be  begun  in  1904,  and  is  to  be  completed  in 
20  years.  The  funds  for  the  purpose  are  to  be  raised  by  a  loan 
bearing  interest  at  4  per  cent.,  and  redeemable  in  90  years.  The 
estimated  total  cost  is  about  »U,000,000/. 

The  above  particulars  are  embodied  in  the  Bill  in  its  preliminary 
form.  Much,  however,  has  still  to  be  done  before  it  obtains  final 
sanction,  and  it  is  certain  that  several  changes  of  more  or  less 
importance  will  be  made  in  its  tenour  before  it  becomes  law. 
Nevertheless,  the  different  parties  composing  the  Eeichsrath, 
which  are  at  variance  on  most  other  questions,  apparently 
realise  that  the  far-reaching  project  of  the  Government  is  worthy 
of  their  support  and  is  calculated  to  benefit  all  parts  of  Austria 
alike. 

The  official  returns  dealing  with  the  foreign  trade  of  Austria-  Total  ralae  of 
Hungary  in  1900,  show  that  merchandise  of  all  descriptions  to  the  ^^^^^S^  ^•"<^«- 
aggregate  value  of  79,865,000/.  was  exported,  v/hile  the  total  value 
of  the  imports  reached  70,140,000/.  The  total  value  of  both 
imports  and  exports  amounted  to  150,005,000/.,  which,  as  compared 
to  the  values  of  the  past  five  years,  gives  the  following  results  in 
round  numbers : — 
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Year, 

Value. 

1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 

£ 

126,200,000 
126,800,000 
186,600,000 
144,600,000 
150,000,000 

1 

tl  udging  by  these  figures  alone,  the  total  value  of  both  imports 
and  exports  has  increased.  But,  as  regards  1900,  it  is  urged  that 
with  a  total  advance  in  the  value  of  foreign  trade  amounting  to 
say  5,400,000/.,  exportation  only  participates  in  the  final  aggregate 
to  the  comparatively  small  extent  of  2,200,000/.,  while  the  balance 
of  3,200,000/.  represents  the  increase  in  the  value  of  importation. 
MoTement  of  In  order  to  illustrate  the  movement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
foreign  trade.  Monarchy  during  the  past  five  years,  the  following  table  will  be 
found  useful : — 


Proyisions,  breadstuffi,  kc— 
Import    •  •         . .         . . 
Bxport    . .         . .         • . 

Export  excess. . 

Import      H    *  •         •  • 
Other  categories  of  merchandise— 
Import 
Export    .. 

Export  excess.. 

Import     }i    •  •         •  • 
Totals  IrrespectiTe  of  categoiy— 

Import 

Bii^ort    .  •         •  •         • . 

Export  excess. . 

Import     tt    •» 


Valne  in  Millions. 


1896. 


14-6 

20-6 

6-9 


461 
45-0 

■  • 

11 

60-7 

66-5 

4*8 


1897.   1898.  I  1899. 


16-7 

19*0 

2-3 


46-2 
44-8 


1 

•4    ! 

68 

•9 

68 

•8 

0 

•9 

19-9 
19-6 

0-3 

48  S 
47-6 

•  • 
0-7 

68-2 
67-2 

•  • 
10 


14-7 

23*8 

9*1 


•  • 


51  1 

58-5 

2-4 


65-8 
77-8 

11-6 

•  • 


1900. 


14-6 

28-5 

9-0 


55-6 

56*8 

0-7 


701 

79-8 

9-7 


According  to  these  figures,  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports 

in  1900  did  not  reach  the  sum  recorded  in  the  preceding  year  by 

1,800,000/. 
Opinion  This  is  accepted  as  an  unsatisfactory  sign  by  Austrian  econo- 

reiativeto       mists,  who  contend  that  with  an  increased  volume  of  trade,  it  is 
foreign  trade,  essential  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country  that  exportation  should 

participate  more  largely  in  the  increase  than  it  has  done  during 

the  year  under  notice. 

It  is,  however,  admitted  that  in  view  of  the  situation   in 

Austria  itself,  and  the  closing  to  commerce  of  the  South  African 

and  East  Asian  markets,  the  final  results  are  not  as  unfavourable 

as  had  been  apprehended. 
Participation         By  grouping    the  principal  categories  of  merchandise  under 

of  different 


AUSTfilA-HUNGARY.  7 

separate  headings,  as  has  been  done  in  the  subjoined  table,  a  more  wares  in  final 
detailed  estimate  of  their  individual  shares  in  the  final  returns  returoB. 
can  be  formed : — 

Importations. 


Articles. 


Kaw  material — 

ProTisions,  breadfttuflffl,  Ac 

Raw  material  for  agricultaral  and  industrial 
purposes 

Semi-manufactared  merchandise 
Kanufactared  merchaodise     . .         , .         . , 

ToUl 


Valoe  in  Millions. 


EXPORTATIONS. 


Articles. 


Raw  material — 
Proyisions,  breads tuflTs,  &c.  e .         .  • 
Raw  material  for  agricultural  and  industrial 
purposes 

Semi-manu factored  merchandise 
Manufactured  merchandise      . .         .  • 

Total 


Yalue  in  Millions. 


1899. 


1900. 


According  to  the  above  table  there  was  a  total  advance  in  Movement  of 
the  entry  of  raw  material,  valued  at  about  3,800,000/.,  in  which  i^PortatioD. 
that  category  classed  as  provisions  and  breadstuffs  only  partici- 
pated to  the  comparatively  modest  extent  of  about  200,000/ 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  noteworthy  change  in  the 
figures  relating  to  the  quantity  of  merchandise  entering  the 
country,  for  whereas  the  increase  in  the  value  of  imported  raw 
material,  amounting  to  3,800,000/.,  or  about  10  per  cent,  was 
accompanied  by  an  advance  in  quantity  from  167,200,000  to 
188,800,000  cwts.,  or  about  13  per  cent. ;  the  quantity  of  manu- 
factured merchandise  entering  the  country  sunk  from  13,100,000 
to  11,930,000  cwts.,  or  by  about  1,170,000  cwts.,  while  the  value 
practically  remained  stationary.     It  is  therefore  obvious  that  the 
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advance  in  the  value  of  manufactured  mett^handise  entering  the 
country  was  not  due  to  increased  demand,  as  was  the  case  with 
raw  material,  but  to  a  rise  in  the  price  of  the  merchandise 
itself. 
Movement  of  Somewhat  dissimilar  features  to  the  foregoing  characterised 
exportation.  ^\^q  development  of  the  export  trade  in  1900.  In  most  instances 
the  figures  relative  to  both  value  and  quantity  were  fairly  uniform. 
This,  however,  was  scarcely  the  case  with  exported  raw  material, 
concerning  which  a  shrinkage  in  quantity  of  6  per  cent,  accom- 
panied by  an  increase  in  value  of  only  J  per  cent,  is  recorded. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  advance  of  6  per  cent,  in  the 
value  of  the  outward  movement  of  semi-manufactured  mer- 
chandise, accompanied  by  an  increase  in  quantity  of  7  per  cent., 
while  manufactured  merchandise  rose  by  5  per  cent,  in  value,  and 
by  10  per  cent,  in  quantity. 

The  subjoined  tables  give  the  value  of  the  chief  categories  of 
merchandise  entering:  and  leaving  Austria-Hungary  during  1900, 
while  any  differences  arising  in  connection  with  the  various  items, 
as  compared  to  the  preceding  year,  are  duly  noticed : — 
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ItRTURN'  showing  Value  of  Chief  Articles  of  Import  during  the 

Years  1899-1900. 


Artklea. 


Pro7i«ioni — 

Co£fee 

Tea 

Cocoa..         •• 

Spices 

Tobacco  and  cigan  .  • 
Southern  fraita 
CereaU 
fnclnding — 

Maize        •• 

Barlejr       

Wheat       

Rye  

Rice 

Fruit  and  regelables 

i^OCus  ••  •«  ••  •• 

Cattle 

Eggs 

Lard  and  bacon       .  •         •  • 

Poultry,  living 

Fiah 

Cheese  

Beer 

Wine 

Spirits  

Materials   for   manufacturing 
purposes — 

Coal 

Coke 

Ore 

Minerals       

Oyeinjc  and  tanning  materials 

Oums  and  resins      •  •         .  • 

Cotton  

Flax 

Hemp  

Jute  ••         ..         ..         •• 

Wool 

Silk 

Indiarubber  .. 

Iron 

Ciiemical  substances. . 
Manufactures — 

Cotton  yams 

M     goods 

Linen  yarn 

Jttte      „ 

Woollen  yam 

,i       goods         ••         •• 

Silk  goods 

Paper  and  paper  goods       •  • 

Indiarubber  goods    .  •         •  • 

Leather  and  leather  goods  .  • 

Ironware       

Machines 

Chemical  products  •  • 

Fancy  goods 


Value. 


1899. 

1900. 

Diffdronoe  in 
1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1,722,888 

1,989,698 

+ 

217,305 

191,235 

218,440 

T 

27,205 

78,279 

74,528 

+ 

1,249 

287,888 

299,886 

+ 

11,997 

2,248,293 

2,519,791 

f 

276,498 

1,016,818 

1,001,498 

— 

15.820 

1,319,740 

1,295,784 

— 

24,006 

576,508 

808,952 

+ 

niM^ 

48,017 

90,920 

+ 

47,903 

454,097 

179,566 

— 

274,581 

108,557 

40,876 

— 

68,181 

918,887 

761,017 

— 

157,819 

848,417 

979,798 

+ 

131,381 

1,229,780 

1,478,607 

+ 

243,827 

956,549 

918,759 

— 

87,790 

1,139,844 

], 280,656 

+ 

91,811 

222,508 

16,275 

— 

207,228 

234.116 

248,240 

+ 

84,124 

881,652 

884,572 

+ 

2,020 

215,048 

222,678 

+ 

7,680 

74,082 

73,296 

— 

786 

1,367,202 

1.109,205 

— 

857,997 

124,744 

103,084 

— 

21,660 

2,931,838 

3,743,178 

+ 

811,840 

552,532 

659,800 

+ 

107,268 

880,296 

867,066 

+ 

36,770 

565,889 

675,975 

+ 

10,086 

896,022 

872,822 

— 

28.700 

515,950 

541,787 

+ 

25,787 

4,763,625 

6,310,866 

+ 

1,546,741 

791,795 

975,912 

+ 

184,117 

212,806 

244,789 

+ 

82,488 

414,172 

511,265 

+ 

97,093 

6,078,966 

4,130,508 

— 

948  453 

2,015,788 

1,748,538 

— 

267,250 

402,075 

867,900 

— 

34,175 

528,747 

409,307 

— 

119,440 

947,206 

1,103,096 

+ 

155,890 

956,087 

917,642 

— 

38,445 

501,293 

496.597 

— 

4,696 

171,802 

177,695 

+ 

5,893 

54,841 

66,818 

+ 

11,977 

1,746,616 

1.648,401 

— 

9^215 

1,001,845 

1,044,821 

+ 

39,976 

1,553,000 

1,297,183 

— 

235,817 

907,894 

1,010,806 

+ 

102,912 

281,893 

807,960 

■»• 

26  067 

1,893,652 

1,964.584 

+ 

"i  0,932 

923,827 

92ti,450 

+ 

2,628 

1,917,260 

2,133,296 

+ 

216,086 

1,029,798 

1,034,235 

+ 

4,437 

1,893,992 

1,976,256 

+ 

82,294 

10 
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Return  showing  Value  of  Chief  Articles  of  Export  during  the 

Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 


FroYiBioiui — 
ftagar . .         , .         , , 

Ccpeals  

Including — 

Barley       

Wheat       

Oats  

Halt 

PuIbo 

Ploor 

Pmit 

Seed 

GatUe 

Draught  animala 

EggB 

Beer 

Wine 

Spirits  ..         •• 

ArticleB     for     manufactnriDg 
pnrpoBea-— 
Brown  coal   •  • 

Black  coal 

Coke 

Wood  . .         . .         •  • 
Incloding — 

Lumber     ..         ••         .. 

Sawn  wood  .  •         . . 

Barrel  si  ayes        •• 

Railway  sleepers  .  • 
Ores  ..         ..         ••         ., 

Minerals       

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials 

Woo 

Iron  (crude) 

Chemical  substances. . 
JIanufactures — 
Cotton  yam  . . 

^  y,     goods..         ..         •. 
Jiinen  yam   . .         .  •         • . 

f,     goods  . .         • «         • . 
Woollen  yam  •• 

„      goods         ••         •. 

^  Silk  goods 

Hats 

Garments  and  linen  goods  . . 
Paper 

,,     goods  .  •         •  •         • . 
Indiarubber  goods    . . 

Leather         

„       goods  ••         •• 

Boots  and  shoes 

Gloves       ..  ..         •• 

Furniture      ••         ••         •• 

Glass  and  glassware .  •         • . 

Porcelain 

Iron 


Value. 

1899. 

1900. 

Difference  in 
1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

7,218,320 

7,488,680 

+ 

220,210 

3,428,266 

2,442,708 

— 

985,65» 

3,029,020 

2,168,220 

— 

860,800 

6,865 

66,765 

+ 

60.900 

372,820 

193,305 

— 

179,01& 

2,104.100 

2,081,376 

— 

22,725 

603,666 

688,186 

+ 

84,470 

49,655 

635,480 

+ 

585,825 

769,758 

629,099 

— 

140,654 

780,382 

909,712 

+ 

129,830 

2,578,063 

2,604,088 

+ 

26,025 

2,135,437 

2,372,247 

+ 

236,810 

3,550,788 

8,760,078 

+ 

199,340 

654,830 

648,383 

— 

11,497 

458,060 

403,987 

— 

64,12a 

349,285 

311,458 

— 

37,827 

2,683,206 

2,826,241 

+ 

143,035 

588,285 

695,095 

+ 

6,810 

308,568 

349,628 

+ 

41,060 

9,685,976 

10,504,730 

+ 

818,764 

4,228,898 

4,544,282 

+ 

316,384 

4,227,343 

4,641,777 

+ 

414,434 

775,747 

780,980 

+ 

5,23& 

260.853 

299,563 

+ 

89,210 

483,189 

489,976 

— 

43,218 

650,588 

781,668 

•«• 

181,076 

896,152 

862.847 

— 

88,805 

1,371,318 

981,488 

— 

889,880 

61,248 

128,068 

+ 

66,810 

615,538 

497,610 

— 

18,028 

291,238 

147.081 

_ 

144,207 

585,644 

670,808 

— 

14,885 

670,305 

740,678 

+ 

70,868 

640,914 

681,949 

+ 

41,085 

194,185 

197,966 

+ 

8,780 

1,768,259 

1,676,486 

— 

91,774 

638,887 

688,652 

— 

385 

806,176 

270,158 

— 

86,01S 

925,026 

902,279 

— 

22,746 

982,180 

1,156,564 

+ 

224,384 

281,097 

246,497 

— 

35,600 

255,472 

.   815,517 

-1- 

60,045 

251,836 

278,441 

+ 

21,606 

2,069,169 

2,099,102 

+ 

39,938 

833,644 

812,482 

— 

21,162 

1,016,066 

1,060,616 

+ 

44,560 

568,827 

624,082 

+ 

66,206 

2,078,895 

2,147,782 

+ 

68,887 

462,219 

471,921 

+ 

9,702 

472,283 

602,287 

+ 

129,964 
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Rbturk  showing  Value  of  Chief  Articles  of  Export  during  the 

Years  1899-1900— continued. 


Articlei, 


MuiufactureB— continued. 

Ironware       

Metalvarc 

Machines       ..         •• 
Fancy  goods  . . 
Chemical  products    . . 
Matches         


1899. 


1,108,578 
786,710 
598,826 

1,937,213 
618,462 
206,728 


Value. 


1900. 


£ 

1,219,225 
777,875 
618,687 

2,011,866 
734,369 
130,819 


Difference  in 
1900. 


+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 


£ 

110,647 
41,665 
19,762 
74,162 

1 20,917 
24,904 


Tui'niug  to  the  foregoing  statiatics,  dealing  with  the  value  of 
the  individual  varieties  of  merchandise  imported  in  1900,  it  will 
ho  noticed  that,  as  compared  to  the  preceding  year,  but  minor 
changes  are  recorded  in  the  figures  relative  to  grain.  Thus,  the 
value  of  imported  wheat  decreased  by  275,000/.,  and  rye  by 
68,000/. ;  maize,  however,  advanced  to  tlie  extent  of  227,000/., 
and  barley  by  48,000/.,  which  latter  increase  is  doubtless  due  to 
the  large  quantities  of  barley  entering  this  country  over  the  Servian 
frontier.  There  was  a  shrinkage  in  the  value  of  imported  rice 
amounting  to  157,000/. ;  but  coffee  showed  an  advance  valued  at 
217,000/. ;  fruit  and  vegetables,  at  131,000/. ;  and  seeds,  at  243,000/. 
The  increase  in  the  value  of  imported  tobacco  and  cigars  is  com- 
puted at  276,500/.,  whilst  the  value  of  catth  declined  by  38,000/., 
lard  and  bacon  also  shows  a  falling-off  of  208,000/.  Finally,  the 
value  of  imported  wines,  which  in  the  year  1899  appreciably 
diminished,  now  shows  a  further  shrinkage  computed  at  258,000/. 

Among  the  items  classed  as  imported  "  raw  and  auxiliary 
material  for  manufactui'ing  purposes,"  coal  is  conspicuous  with  an 
advance  of  811,000/.  in  value,  but  only  18,900,000  cwts.  in  quan- 
tity, from  which  it  is  to  be  seen  that  the  increase  is  due  to  the 
rise  in  price  of  that  commodity.  The  figures  relative  to  imported 
cotton,  which  record  an  increase  valued  at  1,546,000/.,  are  also 
worthy  of  remark.  In  this  instance,  also,  the  result  is  solely 
attributable  to  the  high  market  prices  which  ruled  duxiug  the 
year,  as  the  quantity  entering  the  country  declined  to  the  extent 
of  164,800  cwts.  On  the  other  hand,  imported  .wool  declined  by 
938,000/.  in  value,  and  by  62,400  cwts.  in  quantity.  Among  the 
other  items  of  this  category  showing  a  decrease,  I  may  mention 
silk  with  267,000/.,  iron  with  119,000/.,  and  indiarubber  with 
34,000/.;  wliilst  the  following  articles  show  augmented  retuma, 
viz. :  jute,  97,000/. ;  flax,  184,000/. ;  hemp,  32,000/. ;  and  chemical 
substances,  155,000/. 

With  regard  to  the  principal  items  in  the  category,  entitled 
•'  manufactured  merchandise,"  I  would  call  attention  to  a  decrease 
of  235,800/.  in  the  value  of  imported  silk,  of  98,200/.  in  wop}len 


Importation. 
Developmont 
of  proton 
trade. 


Importation. 
DeyelopmoBt 
of  trade  in 
raw  mateiiali, 
Ac. 


Imp<Mrtation. 
Dei 


12  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

yarn,  and  of  38,400/.  in  cotton  yarn.  Most  of  the  remaining  articles 
show  augmented  figures.  Thus,  there  was  an  increase  of  102,900/. 
in  the  value  of  paper  goods,  as  also  of  70,900/.  in  leather  and 
leather  goods,  of  89,900/.  in  woollen  goods,  and  of  82,200/.  in  fancy 
goods.  The  entry  of  machines  of  all  kinds  advanced  by  216,000/., 
as  also  chemical  products  by  4,400/.  The  least  conspicuous  dif- 
ference is  recorded  in  the  figures  pertaining  to  ironware,  which 
only  rose  to  the  extent  of  2,600/. 
Exportation.  As  regards  the  returns  dealing  with  the  exportation  of  raw 

c?u*dehf°*  material,  the  shrinkage  in  the  value  of  grain  of  all  kinds 
raw  materials,  amounting  to  985,000/.,  is  worthy  of  note.  As  a  set  off,  however, 
both  sugar  (220,000/.)  and  flour  (585,000/.)  show  an  increase. 
Among  the  remaining  items  recording  augmented  values  thei*e 
may  be  mentioned,  pulse  with  84,400/.,  seeds  with  129,300/.,  cattle 
with  26,000/.,  and  eggs  with  199,000/.  The  figures  relative  to 
draught  animals  are  also  interesting.  They  show  an  advance  of 
236,000/.,  due  to  the  large  number  of  hoi-ses  purchased  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  for  South  Africa.  There  was  a  decline  in  the 
outward  movement  of  wine,  valued  at  54,000/. ;  as  also  of  spirits, 
37.000/.;  and  beer,  11,000/. 
Exportation.  Among  the  items  classed  as  auxiliary  merchandise  for  manu- 

Deyelopment   facturiug  purposes  exported  during  1900, 1  may  draw  attention 
**^*^*^^       to  wood  of  all  kinds,  showing  an  all-round  increase  of  818,000/., 
nwUriiS^         t^  which    total    lumber    contributes    315,000/.,  and    sawn   wood 
414,000/.     The  value  of  exported  brown  and  black  coal  also  in- 
creased by  150,000/.,  coke  by  41,000/.,  minerals  by  131,000/.,  and 
crude  iron  by  66,000/.     Ores  and  wool  show  a  decline  of  43,000/. 
and  389,000/.  respectively. 
Bxportotion.  The  Statistics  concerning  the  outward  movement  of  manufac- 

Developmcnt  tured  merchandise  in  1900  record  a  general  increase  in  values. 
manufiTctoret.  Various  articles,  however,  which  at  one  time  were  lai-gely  exported 
from  Austria-Hungary  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  show  an  appre- 
ciable decline  within  the  past  few  years.  Thus,  I  may  mention 
hats  which  decreased  to  the  extent  of  36,000/. ;  boots  and  shoes, 
21,000/. ;  and  garments  and  linen  goods  with  22,000/.  Diminished 
figures  are  also  recorded  in  connection  with  the  following,  viz. : 
cotton  yarn,  144,000/.;  cotton  goods,  15,000/.;  woollen  goods, 
91,000/. ;  and  matches,  24,000/.  On  the  other  hand,  the  export 
of  linen  yarn  increased  by  70,000/.,  and  linen  goods  by  41,000/. 
The  export  of  paper  (not  to  be  confused  with  paper  goods)  showed 
a  considerable  increase  in  value,  put  down  at  224,000/.  The 
principal  outlet  for  the  products  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  paper 
industry  during  the  past  year  was  Japan  and  other  East  Asian 
markets.  The  value  of  exported  indiambber  goods  likewise  ad- 
vanced by  60,000/.,  gloves  by  44,000/.,  furniture  by  55,000/.,  and 
glass  and  glassware  by  69,000/.  Among  the  other  manufactui-ed 
items  with  increased  export  returns,  I  may  point  out  iron  ingots, 
iron  goods,  metal  goods,  machines,  chemical  products,  and  fancy 
goods. 
Tilde  in  The   importation   of    precious    metals   and    coin    rose    from 

P^?"  1,800,000/.  in  1899,  to  1,870,000/.  in  1900,  whilst  the  value  of 
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exportation  declined  from  3,000,000/.  in  1899,  to  2,800,000/.  in 
1900. 

The  total  value  of  both  importation  and  exportation  (including  Final  returaa 
precious  metals   and  coin)  during  the  past   two   yeai*8   was   as  ^^^  *^ 
follows : — 

Total  Yalae. 


Imports 
Exports 


1899.    I    1900. 


67,800,000     72,000,000 
80,600,000  ^   82,600,000 


The  total  quantity  of  merchandise  of  all  kinds  entering  Austria-  ToUl 
Hungary   in   1900   amounted   to   204,000,000   cwts.,  as   against  aaantities  of 
186,000,000  cwts.  in  1899.  '^"^^^  ""'^ 

The  total  quantity  of  merchandise  exported  amounted  to 
340,000,000  cwts.  in  1900,  as  against  356,000,000  cwts.  in  the 
preceding  year. 

The  movement  of   trade  between  Austria-Hungary  and  the  Development 
United  Kingdom  during  the  past  two  years  is  specially  dealt  with  ?u  ^'J^^TJ*^ 
in  the  annexed  statements.     It  will  be  observed  that  both  quan-  Kiogdom, 
tities  and  vahies  are  given,  thereby  facilitating  a  comparison  :-t- 
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Tablk  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  fi-om 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


A        *■  •      •       ._ 

QuAOtity. 

Value. 

Artidef. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

Golontol  goodA— 

■ 
£ 

£ 

OoOOft  bMllB        •••          >••          ••• 

Cwts. 

1,385 

640 

8,707 

1,317 

(«OaiBO        •••           <••          •••           ••• 

II 

4,088 

3,710 

12,084 

8,877 

Avft              •••           ••■           •■•           •■• 

ti           .«• 

396 

20 

4,610 

200 

,,    direct  from  China 

It           ••• 

16,103 

394 

160,706 

4,747 

7? 

oplOOS         •■■           •••           ••■           ••> 

„           ... 

125 

138 

2,270 

1,938 

Soathem  fruits     

II           ••• 

138 

145 

191 

175 

SQ{[ftr         ••■       •••        •••        ••• 

„ 

2,948 

2,483 

2,591 

776 

Tobacco  and  cigars         

«,           ... 

90 

306 

1.935 

5,870 

Com  and  cereals 

,, 

778 

300 

232 

70 

Bice ...        •>•        •••        ••■ 

i» 

38,128 

6,086 

22,920 

3,907 

Vegetablcfi,  fruits  and  plants    ... 

W»"       J 

28,.')87 

17,957 

28,996 

24,764 

\^ft«X-iC              ■••           •••           ■•*           •■" 

Head 

32 

28 

130 

63 

nOnM8            ■•■           *••           ■••           ■•• 

II           ••• 

119 

90 

15,443 

8,117 

Poultry,     oysters     and    other 

animals    ..•        ...    ^    »•• 

Cwts. 

62 

248 

351 

26 

Animal  products- 

Hides,  skins,  Ac 

,«           ... 

6,319 

14,279 

22,131 

78,728 

tiAir        ••*       •■•        •••        ••• 

ff 

1,110 

749 

6,780 

4.203 

Feathers,  Ac 

„ 

1.790 

1,728 

83,266 

72,522 

Grease  and  tallow 

If 

t>3,866 

62,226 

53,615 

66,122 

(.itU  ..•        ...        ...        ■••       ••• 

I* 

21,030 

12,723 

25,402 

18,680 

Beverages— 

_. . 

JjQCft              ■••            •••             ■■•            •*• 

,, 

936 

751 

487 

387 

Rum  and  spirit.s 

,, 

6,244 

4,917 

25,597 

21,076 

^  ino        ■••        ■»•        ••■        ••• 

II 

470 

329 

J, 101 

790 

Eatablefi^ 

• 

Sundries ... 

„ 

9,787 

7,873 

30,658 

40,469 

Herrings ...        ...        ..i 

II            ••• 

88,622 

109,340 

51,223 

79,406 

Wood  and  timber 

II 

11,257 

'           8.2S7 

2,053 

1.500 

Coal  and  ooke       

»»            ••• 

8,425,786 

1    8,823,450 

107,371 

122,768 

Turners'  materials          

II 

t;i,2b3 

33,603 

217,211 

130,904 

Minerals      ...        ...       ...       ••• 

•  >            ••• 

89,773 

69,245 

18,842 

9,495 

Medicine  and  perfumery 

II 

193 

568 

2,605 

5,522 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials  ... 

,,            ... 

8.8'^ 

11,421 

32,042 

24,771 

(lums  and  renins 

II 

17,669 

11,106 

38,634 

25,874 

Cotton        ...        ...        ...       ••• 

II           ••• 

35,624 

43,942 

30,006 

58,350 

,,      vam          ...       •••       ..• 

II 

103,565 

94,180 

611,209 

459,769 

,,      goods 

II 

5,961 

6,100 

115,801 

126,416 

Mlneml  oil ...        ...       ... 

II            ••• 

528 

630 

186 

615 

Flax,  hemp,  Jute,  &c 

,,           ... 

14,345 

18,383 

12,914 

14,225 

Jute  yams  ...        ... 

II            ••• 

12,fJ83 

3,950 

11,880 

4,208 

Flax,  hemp,  and  linen  yams    ... 

i» 

11,014 

10,212 

78,474 

76,267 

Linen  goodfli          

,,            ... 

257 

429 

9,963 

9,540 

Jute  goodp 

II 

523 

510 

1,133 

1,066 

Rope  and  string 

II 

1,455 

1,077 

2,549 

2,282 

Wool           •..        ..»        «.•        ..• 

11 

57,746 

42,484 

385,540 

204,558 

Woollen  yarns      

,, 

65,069 

61,427 

736.455 

735,827 

„       goods      ...        ...        •.. 

II 

13,626 

13.811 

380,587 

410,647 

Silk  and  nilk  good.s         

11 

962 

585 

97,640 

75,475 

Hats  •!•        •.<        ...        ..1        ..• 

Number  ... 

8,056 

7,964 

2,123 

1,760 

,,     •••        ...        ...        ...        ••• 

Cwts. 

129 

137 

7,717 

9,644 

Garments,  linen  and  uiiUinery ... 

II 

497 

481 

30,504 

21,356 

Brushes,  brooms,  &c 

11            •• 

37 

40 

341 

315 

Straw  goods          

II            •• 

5.372 

6,363 

166,985 

201,496 

Paper  and  paper  gooils 

II           ••• 

5,080 

4,726 

16,385 

14,226 

Indiarabber  iroods          

II            ••• 

13,428 

12,949 

247,402 

250,130 

Oilcloth  and  linoleum     

>i 

2,951 

2,486 

11,130 

9,324 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

II 

.14,587 

32,905 

464,784 

402,100 

Furs  and  furriers*  wares 

II 

162 

181 

4,768 

6.008 

Wooden  and  bonewaro 

II            ••• 

13,209 

8,190 

^J'^K 

35,876 

Glass  and  glassware        

II           ••• 

1,617 

2,965 

2,665 

4,117 

Stoneware  ...        ...        ...        .•■ 

♦» 

153,387 

107,234 

41,908 

81,216 

Earthenware         

11           ••• 

25,154 

16.308 

14,029 

8,676 

II            ••• 

1,301,395 

1,066,103 

315,799 

290,630 

Metal  and  metsl  goods   ... 

II 

69,878 

62,043 

275,090 

233,049 

Machines 

II           ••• 

212,168 

261,270 

472,400 

570,821 

Vehicles     ...       ...       ... 

Number  ... 

6 

4 

280 

188 

mm                             •••                   ...                   •*•                  *** 

Cwts. 

298 

403 

510 

1,233 

jsi0yciee      ...       ...       ...       •.* 

Number  ... 

241 

49 

3,018 

613 

InskmmeDtB         ...       ... 

Cwte. 

448 

484 

16,835 

17,840 

watcncfl     ...       «.       ...       '•' 

Kumber  ... 

1,786 

C80 

638 

215 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

11 

958 

551 

510 

295 

Fancy  goods         ...       .«.       ••• 

Cwt». 

798 

748 

46,491 

40,257 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
the  United  Kingdom  during  the  Tears  1899-1900— 
continued. 


Cwti. 

II                      ••« 
If                      ■•• 
ll                      ■  ■  ■ 
l|                      ••' 
it                      *** 

•  •• 

YalM. 

ArtidM. 

1899.               1900. 

1899. 

190O. 

107,784 

13,092 

1.634 

277 

866 

16,249 

£ 

114,610 

17,083 

1,356 

176 

843 

16,834 

• 

69,721 

67,396 

1,866 

1,099 

18,990 

6,914 

76,105 
61,922 

1,633 

493 

13,937 

8,672 

Clieinioa]  mbstaBcef      

„       prodaeU          

S««p  and  caodiM 

Mafeehes  and  ffonpowder 

Literary  and  art  objeoti 

Refuse,  manure,  rags,  dkc. 

Total    ^ 

•  •• 

••• 

5,766,491 

6,302,642 

16 
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Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to 
Great  Britain  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Artidet. 

Quantlfej. 

Yalnt. 

Cwts. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

Spices  (Hangarfaun  pepper) 

206 

192 

870 

603 

Southern  fnilu     ...       ^ 

II           ••• 

2,067 

1,812 

2,207 

1,936 

Soiiar— 

Refined  luga/  (no  bonnty)     ... 

II           •■• 

17 

20 

12 

14 

8u||;ar,  Itt  class  (bounty  3  k.) 

»»           ••• 

140,267 

•*. 

61,120 

M. 

Sugar,  2nd  class  (bountj  8  k. 

ZO  n.)    •••         ...         •••         ... 

tf          .•• 

1,606,060 

1,762,800 

819,797 

928,264 

Sugar,  3rd  (dass  (bounty  4  k. 

OU    Ua/        ...                   ..-                   •••                   ••• 

11 

4,012,619 

4,718,880 

2,888,140 

2,740,410 

Tobacco ... 

If           •■• 

1,864 

1,864 

1,430 

1,960 

Cereals,  dried  fmft,  Ac- 

Barley  and  malt          

II           ••• 

162,282 

240,260 

61,128 

92,107 

0OnIis            •«•              t*e              •••              ••• 

fi           ••• 

04,172 

98,161 

18,054 

80,644 

Floar       

II 

1,486 

409,670 

1,098 

294,047 

Sundries  ...        ...        ...        ... 

I*           ••• 

190 

12 

67 

8 

Fruits,  yegetables,  and  plants  ... 

»»           ••• 

40,871 

*?•!!? 

89.861 

01,888 

Horses         ...        ...        ...        ... 

Read 

174 

1,033 

9,104 

SO,i»0 

Game  and  poultry          

Cwts. 

7,260 

9,178 

20,686 

30,469 

Animal  producis— 

j>jm*»         •?■        •■•        •••        *•• 

i»           ••■ 

109,986 

191,684 

206,294 

838,787 

Sundries  ...        ...        ... 

II           ••• 

1,061 

2,240 

7,918 

10,100 

"rsase         ...        ...        ...        ... 

If           *** 

961 

636 

1.001 

1,06» 

*^i*     ••.        ...        ...        ...        ... 

tf           ••• 

401 

4 

1,002 

9 

Beyersges— 

Beer,  wine,  Ac, ...        

„           ... 

0,160 

0,080 

0,042 

6,416 

Mineral  water 

It           ••• 

80,960 

29,928 

24,082 

20,466 

JBiataDics      ...        ...        •••        ... 

If           ••■ 

423 

633 

2,101 

2,060^ 

Wood  and  timber 

,,           ... 

208,930 

806,136 

66,900 

82,018 

^/OAl   ••«             •«•            «»•            •••            ••• 

It           ••• 

1.1 ''^ 

4,011 

40 

180 

Turners*  material 

»?           ••• 

'   a,S 

4,233 

10,406 

14,990 

Minerals      ...        ...        ...        *•• 

If           ••• 

#7,644 

78,243 

8,630 

10,264 

Medidnes  and  perfumery 

'ii           ••• 

43 

39 

130 

228 

Dyeing  and  tanning  materials  ... 

„           ..• 

204,671 

209,821 

99,2ol 

103,008 

Qums  and  resins 

It           ••■ 

8,768 

4,678 

5,362 

7.066 

Mineral  oil 

,,           ... 

... 

10,920 

... 

6,728 

Cotton  and  cotton  yams 

It           ••* 

1,304 

2,220 

2,132 

2,270 

,,      goods           ...         ...         ... 

It           ••• 

1,700 

?'25* 

24,273 

22,640 

Hemp          ... 

i»           ••• 

296 

1,273 

848 

3,010 

„      flax,  and  Jute  yams 

II           ••• 

10,879 

11,061 

08,7(0 

00,760 

Linen  goods          

It           ••• 

8,987 

7,852 

00,340 

102,013 

Jute  sacks  and  tissues    

It           ••• 

173 

086 

478 

2,880 

Bope  and  string 

i»           •• 

13,631 

0,723 

21,039 

10,318 

Wool  and  woollen  yams 

„           ... 

1,338 

2.356 

4,998 

8,468 

Woollen  goods      

„          ... 

4,174 

8,990 

66,969 

60,170 

Silk  and  silk  goods         

. ,           ••• 

0,110 

0,620 

245,609 

288,400 

sXAlS  «••             ••■             «»•             ••■             •■• 

Number  ... 

l,OnO 

028 

242 

208 

Garments,  linen,  and  milUiieTy... 

Cwu. 

813 

760 

44,677 

49,800 

Brushes  and  brooms       

It           ** 

6,608 

10,378 

91,982 

91,066 

Straw  goods          

It          ••• 

657 

712 

6,084 

9,242 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

II          ••• 

126,189 

107.007 

97,082 

128,898 

Indiarabber     and    fndiarebber 

^OlNiS          ■••            ■■•            ••«            »•• 

ft          ••• 

721 

2,418 

18,768 

28,416 

Leather  and  leather  goods 

It 

22,601 

20,901 

919.000 

764,20ft 

Furriers*  wares     

ti          ••• 

128 

176 

2,909 

4,600 

Wooden  and  bonewars    

ft          ••• 

06,988 

62,187 

234,108 

250,008 

Glass  and  gUusware        

ft          ••• 

193,578 

221,470 

807,434 

830,886 

Stonewsre  ...        ...        ...        ... 

ft          ••• 

2,216 

620 

2,106 

2.728 

Earthenware         ...       ...        ... 

It          ... 

19,630 

81,848 

00,483 

74,637 

Iron  and  ironware 

ft          ••• 

11,739 

11,864 

14,610 

19,130 

Metal  and  metal  goods 

„          ... 

12,342 

16,307 

83,202 

247,165 

Machines    ...       ...       ...        ... 

,,          ... 

3,024 

2,701 

7,556 

6,053 

Vebldes      

Number  ... 

07 

98 

782 

1,106 

Instruments          

Cwts. 

281 

414 

9,886 

13.680 

Pianos  and  musical  instruments 

n                   ••• 

829 

1,000 

14,951 

13,182 

Watches      ...        ...       ...       .•• 

Number  ... 

122 

79 

115 

120 

^lOCnS                 ...              ...              «••              ... 

Cwu. 

078 

890 

12,250 

18,866 

Fancy  goods          

tt 

10,638 

19,252 

410,746 

440,600 

Umbrellas  and  parasols 

Number  ... 

209 

1,077 

84 

760 

Chemical  substances       

Cwu. 

22,687 

26,056 

19,850 

23,450 

,,       products 

II           ••• 

40,080 

03,703 

70,906 

69,469 

Soap  and  candles 

It           ••• 

40 

168 

70 

740 

Matches  and  fusees         

It           ••• 

20 

20 

260 

121 

nooks  and  ob)ects  of  art 

II           ••• 

2,480 

2,460 

67,426 

63,187 

Refuse,  manure,  rags,  Ac. 

ti           ••• 

24,813 

26,416 

7,127 

7.812 

OUdoth  and  linoleum     ...        -, 

It           ••• 

... 

4 

14 

16 

111 

Total     

... 

■  •• 

6,881,809 

8.087.279 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.  17 " 

Of  the  two  foregoing  tables  dealing  with  the  movement  of  imporis  from 
trade  between   the  United  Kinjxdom  and  Austria-Hun^arv  that  t»te  United 
one  relative  to  the  importations  into  this  country  does  not  call  '^^"S^om. 
for  special  remark.     It  will  therefore  suffice  to  mention-  that  the 
total  value  of  the  impoits  in  1900  amounted  to  5,302,642/.,  or 
462,849/.  less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Among  the  principal  items  to  which  the  shrinkage  is  due,  I  Merchandite 
may  enumerate  tea  (from  China)  with  160,369/.,  turners'  materials  ^howing 
with  86,307/.,  cotton  yam  with  151,440/.,  wool  with  180,982/.,  ^^*'''^^- 
leather  and  leather  goods  with  62,684/.,  and  metal  and  metal  goods 
with  42,000/. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  increase  is  recorded  in  the  figures  rela-  Merchandiac 
tive  to  the  following,  viz.,  animal  products,  43,296/. ;  grease  and  fnc,IJi"c 
tallow,    11,607/.;  eatables,    37,994/.;    cotton,   28,344/.;    woollen 
goods,  30,060/. ;  straw  goods,  r54,511/. ;  stoneware,  39,*»07/. ;  and 
machines,  106,400/. 

As  regards  the  table   concerning  the  exports  from  Austria-  Export*  to 
Hungary  to  the  United  Kingdom  a  considerable  advance  in  the  k^Jj-Jj^*^ 
total  is  noticeable,  for  whereas  in  1899  the  aggregate  value  was 
6,881,859/.   that  recorded  in  1900  was  8,537,279/.,  or,  in  other 
words,  an  increase  of  1,655,420/. 

The  items  chiefly  contributing  to  this  increase  were :  sugar  Merchandise 
(all  classes),   with  449,619/. ;  flour,   293,449/. ;  horses,   26,851/. ;  ^^^^^^ 
eggs,  82,443/. ;  Unen  goods,  51,673/. ;  silk,  42,841/. ;  and  glass  and 
glassware,  523,402/. 

The    following    &how    a  decline    in    value,    viz.,    rope    and  Merchandise 
string  10,721/.;  leather,  154,745/.;  and  books  and  objects  of  art,  ^'l^^'f"^ 
14,239/.  • 

I  now  submit  tables   dealing   with   the  principal   categories  Trade  with 
of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to  Britisli  India  and  L^^^^v"^ 
the  colonies  during  1900,  together  with  the  figures  for  the  preceding  colonies, 
year. 


(825) 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
British  India  durins  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Valae. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

ColoDial  goods— 

Cucoa  beann       

•  •  • 

Cwts. 

•  •• 

10,297 

12,800 

26,768 

81,719 

Coffee      

••• 

fl 

•  •• 

78|858 

70.087 

148,962 

158,977 

■^ ''^                   •••               •••               ••« 

••• 

It 

•  •• 

663 

780 

6,640 

8,066 

Splcea  — 

I'cppcr 

•  •• 

>) 

■  «« 

30|127 

32.720 

66,924 

90,860 

Jamaica  pepper 

•  •• 

It 

•  •  • 

7|974 

9.240 

16,352 

16,580 

dinger     

•  ■« 

It 

■  ■• 

S,<M8 

2,888 

6.070 

4,880 

Cinnamon          

■  •■ 

n 

•  «■ 

10|2(M 

10,700 

22,232 

24,270 

Sondries  ...       

... 

•  t 

•  •■ 

8.671 

8,711 

22,682 

18,700 

Southern  fruits     

•■• 

tt 

■  •■ 

168 

126 

146 

102 

Tobacco      

•  *• 

t» 

a  •  • 

1,835 

1,000 

9,968 

5,838 

lUCU  ...           ...           ...           ... 

•  •• 

tt 

•  •• 

1,532.861 

1,279,768 

677,637 

672,888 

Vegetables,  fruits,  and  plants 

— 

Oilseed     

••• 

tt 

t  •  • 

122,861 

187,188 

66,884 

59,764 

Linseed 

■  •• 

»t 

•  •• 

275,661 

156,976 

123,660 

77,116 

Bapeseed 

... 

tt 

«•• 

90,235 

1,500 

41,562 

G72 

t'aUn  kemelji     

•  «• 

tl 

«  a  • 

49.786 

101,684 

25,522 

44,050 

Sundries 

••t 

tt 

«  •  * 

10,811 

7,»25 

16,908 

14,420 

UOrBaS            ...           ...           ... 

•  •• 

Head 

••• 

1 

... 

165 

... 

Animais      

■  •« 

•  •• 

208 

8 

535 

6 

Animal  prodacts— 

Hides  and  skins 

m  »» 

Cwts. 

■  ■• 

104,848 

156,«6 

881,487 

502,617 

Feathers,  hair , 

•  a  • 

}l 

..." 

64 

72 

793 

524 

Sandries : 

•  •■ 

It 

...I 

962 

T8 

1.107 

514 

V*  rCWW                 «««               ttm               •  •  • 

•  •■ 

ti 

1 

27,707 

34,568 

82,560 

43,843 

"M"*     •••              •••              •■•              «•« 

••• 

II 

■•e 

410 

67 

661 

100 

lieveraffes 

•  •• 

,, 

■  •■ 

200 

866 

787 

1,468 

l-Uitablcs      

... 

1, 

•  ■• 

741 

066 

1,546 

1,867 

Wood  and  timber 

».  • 

11 

•  •• 

82.860 

22,400 

7,416 

6,661 

Turners'  materials 

•  •• 

II 

•  •• 

28,092 

16,696 

49,979 

86,470 

3linerats      

•  •■ 

1, 

•  •• 

11,417 

6,080 

941 

590 

Aledicinc  and  parfomery... 

•  •• 

,1 

•  •• 

189 

128 

2,470 

1,780 

Dyeing  and  laoning 

•  ■• 

tt 

•  •• 

71,664 

08,685 

223,374 

169,960 

Gums  and  resins 

•  •• 

II 

••• 

12,635 

20,427 

40,985 

68,479 

Cotton        

•  •« 

It 

«■• 

660.360 

286,283 

941,598 

717,678 

„     goods         

•  •• 

II 

•  •• 

25 

29 

181 

215 

Juio 

•  •• 

tt 

••• 

528,788 

645,162 

412,670 

477,805 

Uemp          

•  ■t 

tt 

«  •  • 

261 

2,067 

419 

4,750 

„     and  jute  yams  and  tiMues 

•. 

•  «• 

165 

1.042 

377 

700 

Kopcs  and  fibre     

•  •> 

1, 

•  •  a 

9,224 

846 

12,888 

14,826 

Wool 

•  •• 

,, 

... 

»38 

125 

6,010 

886 

Woollen  goods      

•  •  • 

)i 

•  ■• 

10 

14 

79 

218 

Silk  goods  ...        

■  •• 

,, 

•  •• 

17 

•  •» 

1,691 

•  •• 

Oarmontf,  linen,  and  millinery... 

ti 

•  ■• 

4 

••• 

810 

•  •• 

Hats 

•  •■ 

Number 

■  •■ 

tee 

15 

••* 

2 

Straw  goods          

••t 

Cwts. 

... 

37 

22 

533 

288 

Taper  and  iiaper  goods  ... 

•  •• 

1] 

..• 

17 

18 

220 

86 

Indiarubbcr 

•  •• 

... 

657 

317 

10,891 

5,125 

Leather       

•  •• 

f) 

.  •  • 

3,066 

1,156 

45,806 

18,272 

Woodun  and  boue  goods ... 

•  •• 

tfl 

.  •  ■ 

58 

97 

372 

493 

(ilasswaro 

•  •• 

9  w 
ll 

>•• 

•■■ 

10 

•  •• 

70 

Stoneware 

•  *  • 

If 

... 

... 

2 

••• 

866 

Karthenware         

■  .  • 

... 

13 

36 

50 

182 

Ironware     

•  •• 

11 

... 

9 

1 

80 

15 

Metals  and  metahvare     ... 

•  •• 

•  ■ 

91 

... 

82,581 

22,874 

176,558 

149,128 

Fancy  coods 

•  •  • 

}} 

... 

16 

28 

86 

860 

Cbeiuioil  substance 

*•• 

9) 

... 

878 

647 

64 

840 

„       products 

«•• 

91 

... 

156 

82 

87 

127 

ooap  •••        ...        ...        ... 

«  •■ 

99 

... 

••• 

74 

4 

64 

Hooks  and  objects  of  an ... 

•  •• 

1     tt 

•.• 

5 

12 

239 

120 

Uvfuue,  manure,  dfc. 

ft  •  • 

99 

••• 

... 

16,621 

••• 

26,742 

4,869 

4,620 

Total    

•  ■  • 

3,632,875 

8,688,667 
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Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to 
British  India  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 


Quant  Icj. 


Yalua. 


SUJfftT  ...  ...  »«( 

Cereals,  flour,  pulse 

Fruits,  Tegeiables  and  plants   ...' 

•lOfoVB  ■■•  •••  ■••  ••• 

Aoirosls      

Animal  produce 

Beverages 

Katables     

Wood  and  timber 

Turners*  materials  

Minerals     

Djeing  and  tanning  materials  ...I 

Gums  iind  rosins 

Cotton  yams  and  cotton  goods  ...i 

Hemp,  linen  yarns  and  Ussnes ... 

Woollen    yarns    and   woollen  i 

tissues     ...        ...       ...       ...| 

Silk  and  silk  gooOs         

Garments,  linen  and  millinery ... 

Brushes  and  brooms       

Straw  goods  i 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

indtarubber  goods  

uildoth  and  linoleum     

Leather  and  leather  goods 

Wooden  and  bono  goods 

Glass  and  glassware       

Stoneware 

bartbenware        

iron  and  iron waie  

Notal  and  metalwarc      

Machines    -. 

Vehides      ...        , 

Instrument!         ' 

Kancy  soods  

L'mbrflUs  and  parvsols 

Ctiemk*Ht4 

Cliemical  produce 

Soap  and  candles 

Matches  and  esplosires 

Itooks  and  objects  o!  art 

Itefuse,  manure,  rigs,  Ac. 

JTotal    ...        •■•        ... 


I 

18Q9. 

1 

1900. 

1 

j        1899. 

!       1900. 

,        -_. 

£ 

Cwls. 

... 

914,866 

1,010,126 

582,820 

008,872 

»» 

... 

3,766 

^410 

2,285 

8,285 

«« 

•  ■  ■ 

2,16ft 

1,688 

1,830 

4,406 

Heads 

* .  ■ 

6 

12 

200 

828 

t« 

... 

9 

3 

17 

78 

Cwts. 

■  •• 

112 

49 

259 

192 

PI 

•  •  a 

480 

117 

800 

275 

»i 

*«  • 

n,20S 

2,472 

2,274 

1,707 

«i 

•  •« 

17 

846 

45 

2,195 

ti 

■  *  •  ■ 

55,357 

45,614 

8,469 

7,810 

)i 

.  .• 

5 

24 

11 

50 

II 

•  ■• 

2,26fi 

2,743 

381 

4Xi 

1 1 

•  •• 

277 

131 

5,082 

580 

11 

•  ■ 

■  .  • 

18 

•  •• 

52 

•  i 

.,  ., 

7,293 

9,541 

67.920 

77,9« 

>i 

..." 

624 

Gi9 

3,092 

2,630 

II 

...1 

8,316 

8,955 

177,128 

107,860 

11 

•  •  • 

419 

722 

12,760 

14,433 

It 

«■• 

183 

4,9r.8 

3,976 

14,062 

II 

•  •  • 

31  i 

284 

8,901 

8,07!» 

It 

•  *  • 

4 

1 

10 

16 

tt 

•  •• 

163,219 

171,872 

191,789 

179,408 

II 

•  •• 

825 

1,500 

16,496 

22,134 

«t 

■  ■ 

218 

283 

897 

903 

»i 

•  •• 

996 

429 

9,476 

15,803 

11 

•  •• 

6,188 

8,193 

16,215 

22,086 

II 

•  •• 

34,618 

28,280 

109,298 

94,406 

II 

•  •■ 

8,833 

34,694 

559 

8,450 

1  • 

■  *• 

882    1 

720 

1,088 

1,390 

II 

•  •• 

19,49^ 

17,942 

49,703 

195,987 

It 

•  ■ 

18,132     ' 

25  718 

148,73:1 

208,538 

II 

•  •  * 

236     1 

745 

456 

i,894 

N'limlcr 

t  • 

8J     1 

42 

719 

636 

Cwts. 

•  *  ■ 

103 

70 

i.'irs   , 

1,350 

II 

•  ■• 

6,270 

7.040 

117,280 

140,732 

Number 

■  ■  ■ 

678 

2,328 

146 

6rl5 

Cwts. 

•  •» 

11,740 

9.824 

3.538 

2,  ISO 

II 

•  •« 

1,443 

8.820 

8,538 

4,500 

TI 

•  •• 

6,363 

5,874 

U,4I5    : 

18,862 

It 

•  •• 

ISMI 

16,605 

15.816 

14.287 

II 

•  ■• 

140 

63 

3,163 

2,390 

l> 

... 

■  •• 

4,789 

1 

785 

1,531,268     ;    1,770,701 


(825) 


»  2 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from  the 
British  West  Indies  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Ariicles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1899. 

• 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

Cwts. 

Cwta 

£ 

£ 

Colonial  goods . . 

19,801 

17,400 

39,889 

89,163 

Spices    .. 

4,139 

4,196 

10,160 

10,532 

Kice 

747 

197 

488 

149 

Vegetables,  fruits,  and 

, 

plants 

187 

419 

412 

800 

Animal  products 

199 

117 

849 

672 

Grease 

285 

842 

826 

1,002 

Rum  and  other  spirits. . 

5,806 

2,642 

22,046 

11,260 

Eatables 

4 

98 

12 

467 

Wood  and  timber 

160 

62 

39 

20 

Turners'  materials 

915 

956 

3,736 

2,175 

Perfumery 

■  • 

1 

•  • 

50 

Dyeing    and     tanning 

materials      . .         .  • 

6,950 

15,555 

8,967 

9,618 

Cotton 

^.364 

1,000 

9,044 

2,566 

Leather 

251 

. . 

1,872 

.. 

Metal 

222 

331 

1,418 

2,187 

Southern  fruits 

4 

•  • 

8 

•  • 

Tobacco. . 

667 

4,565 

3,668 

24,854 

Minerals 

1,401 

18,883 

117 

1.808 

Gums  and  resins 

410 

1,145 

860 

4,118 

Straw  goods     . . 

4 

•  • 

137 

. . 

Earthenware    . . 

11 

•  • 

32 

•  • 

Fancy  goods    . . 

2 

■  • 

12 

•  • 

Total     . . 

•  • 

•  • 

98,467 

110,986 

Table  showing  Arti( 

des  Exported  from  Au 

stria-Hung 

aryto  the 

British  West 

Indies  during  the  Yea 

rs  1899-.19< 

00. 

Quantity. 

Val 

Ine. 

Articles. 

1899.               1900. 

1 

1899. 

1900. 

Cwts.               Cwts. 

£ 

£ 

Mineral  water  .  • 

9 

6 

•  • 

Tobacco            .  • 

2 

• . 

67 

Woollen  goods 

97                  107 

1,876 

1,728 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

1,865         ,           265 

1,137 

231 

Leather  goods  . . 

3                       4 

80 

80 

Wooden  and  bone  goods 

585         1          740 

1,054 

1,245 

Glass  and  glassware    . . 

218 

886 

4  • 

Animal  products 

2 

•  • 

11 

Hats 

4 

• . 

110 

Fancy  goods     . . 

2 

38 

•  • 

Oilcloth 

2 

• . 

15 

Colton  goods    . . 

7                     20 

60 

860 

Garments,    linen,    and 

millinery 

87 

520 

* « 

Ironware 

254  '     .              4 

437         1 

30 

MctaJ  goods     . . 

29 

165 

•  • 

Matches 

!           107 

92 

* . 

Total     .. 

1 

1                         ' 

5,791 

1 

3,867 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from  the 
British  Possessions  in  the  Mediterranean  during  the  Years 
1899-1900. 


1 

Quantity. 

I 

Value. 

AiticleB. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

Soothem  fruits 

Cwts.     ..         1,162 

30 

430 

17 

Yegetables,    frnits, 

1 

and  plants          •  • 

..;     21,362 

21,819 

3,963 

4,692 

Animal  products   .. 

19                  •  •                      ■  « 

137 

•  • 

733 

Beverages  .. 

„        . .              85 

178 

277 

400 

Bjeiog  and  tanning 

materials. . 

870 

206 

143 

90 

Cotton 

1,358 

597 

2,408 

1,620 

„        jams    and 

tissues     . . 

M          ..                   9 

•  • 

46 

•  • 

Glassware   .. 

f  1         *  *          •  ■ 

26 

•  • 

8 

Wool 

,.         . .              81 

8 

196 

60 

Metals 

7 

• . 

81 

•  • 

Vehicles     . . 

Number 

•  • 

1 

. . 

78 

•  • 

Total 

•  • 

.. 

7,577 

7.520 

1 


22 


AU8TRIA-HUNGABY. 


Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to  the 
British  Possessions  in  the  Mediterranean  during  the  Years 
1899-1900. 


Articleg. 


Qaantity. 


Tobacco 

CereaU,  pulse 

Vegetables,     fruite, 
and  plants 

ADimal  prodacts    . . 

Greaiie 

BcTerages  .. 

Eatables 

Wood  and  timber  . . 

Dyeing  and  tanning 
materials. . 

Cotton    yarns     and 
tissues     . . 

Linen  goods 

Woollen  goods 

8ilk  goods  . . 

Garments,  liuen,  and 
millinery. . 

Brashes  and  brooms 

Paper     and     paper 
goods 

Indiarubber  goods . . 

J  gather  goods 

Wooden    and    bone 

.    goods 

Glass  and  gl.-iAswnrc 

Stoneware   •  • 

Metal  and  metal  w;iro 

Fancy  goods 

Chemical  subsUicecs 
„  productK.. 

Soap>. 

Matches  and  explo- 
sives 

Sugar 

Animals 

Gums  and  resius    . . 

Ironware     . . 

Musical  instrumcuis 

Befuse,  manure,  ragR, 

Umbrellas  and 

parasols  .. 

Total    .. 


Cwts. 


»» 


it 

t* 
n 

'.} 

I) 

II 
ft 
II 
II 
•  I 
j« 
It 
»« 


Number 
Cwta. 


n 
II 


II 


Number 


1899. 


5,331 
1,160 

2,327 
11 
83 

1,026 

27 

26,268 

64 

JO 

•« 

4 

A 

61 

7 

146 
13 
40 


ri8 


Value. 


1900. 


7,384 
4,312 

21.574 

m  m 

40 

365 

64 

41,793 

611 

97 

8 

74 

8 

109 
11 

283 
41 
66 


1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

4,327 

9,087 

621 

1,750 

677 

8,406 

67 

■  • 

105 

160 

606 

220 

2(1 

24 

5,308 

6,944 

610 

670 

807 
225 
103 
123 

2,152 

8 

164 
292 
888 


1,233 

5P5 

4,490 

138 

330 

303 

122  j 

255 

7 

113  ! 

48 

622 

48 

106 

1,060 

835  ' 

•  • 

1,718 

Cri  1 

555 

179 

5 

4 

8 

620 

90 

1,122 

267 

8,212 
120 

838 
208 
C87 

2,052 

900 

90 

410 

2,925 

932 
9 


200 

()6 

330 

1,775 

.. 

1,034 

1,283 

•  • 

48,641 

2 

• . 

4 

85 

167 

360 

14 

1 

•  • 

33 

1,£48 

•  • 

294 

72 

• . 

12 

•  ■ 

25,174 

82,126 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
Australia  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Ariicleg. 

• 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

£ 

& 

Spices 

Vi^tables,  fruits,  and 

58 

14 

18,296 

2,050 

plants 

21,867 

2 

11,127 

1 

Animal  products 

285 

801 

836 

1,426 

Grease 

•  • 

10 

•  • 

11 

Beyerages 

5       , 

2       i 

18 

4 

Turners'  materials 

194 

2 

602 

8 

Minerals 

$,552 

983 

701 

105 

Dyeing    and    tanning 

material 

1,438 

226 

321 

48 

Gums  and  resins 

88 

86 

240 

257 

Wool 

69,695 

21,067 

440,600 

86,048 

Leather 

9 

•  • 

87 

M  • 

Metals 

242 

1,789 

1,279 

9,000 

Total 

-  --  -   -          ---1 

•  • 

•  • 

469,107 

98,948 

Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to 
Australia  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


A           ■   t        V 

Quantity. 

Valae. 

Articles. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1800. 

£ 

£ 

Plants 

Cwts.     .. 

118 

•  m 

798 

•  • 

Beverages  .. 

M                •  • 

1,170 

485 

770 

812 

Cotton  goods 

w          •  • 

280 

10 

1,740 

71 

Linen  goods 

M                •• 

45 

98 

MO 

880 

Woollen  goods 

n           • ' 

15 

26 

811 

$99 

Gannent^  linen,  and 

% 

millineiry. . 

it           •  • 

21 

2 

996 

82 

UaU 

Number. . 

1,557 

50 

6U 

88 

Straw  goods 

Cwts.     .. 

27 

80 

888 

lfi96 

Paper    and    paper 

goods 

»»       •• 

1,879 

828 

^^i 

926 

Leather  goods 

»t       •• 

358 

109 

16,677 

1*782 

Wooden  and  bone- 

ware        •  •         •  • 

tt        *  * 

5,310 

4,680 

10,648 

^T6 

Glass  and  glassware 

It        •  • 

2,138 

255 

4,118 

876 

Earthenware 

»»        •  • 

503 

90 

1,018 

201 

Iron  and  ironware . . 

t>        •  • 

17,528 

10,271 

6,988 

5,875 

Mataiware  ..        .^' 

J,        •  • 

402 

260 

2,088 

1,508 

Instruments       and 

fancy  goods 

it            •  ■ 

13 

28 

346 

1,400 

Chemical  products. . 

j»            •  • 

646 

1,065 

1,590 

840 

Soap 

tt           •  • 

11 

4 

28 

10 

Wood  and  timber  . . 

J*            •  • 

47 

•  • 

18 

•  • 

Mineral  oil  •• 

ti           •• 

23 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

Indiarubber  goods . . 

•  • 

9 

8 

•  • 

156 

117 

Total   •• 

•  • 

48»869 

28.818 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungaiy  from 

Canada  during  .the  Years  1899-1900. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

ArUcles. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

£ 

£ 

Cocoa  beans     ..        •• 

78 

•  • 

215 

•  • 

Cereals  and  pulse 

•  • 

1,264 

•  • 

830 

Vegetables,  fruit,    and 

plants 

i            50 

■   a 

138 

Grease 

269 

234 

207 

250 

Eatables 

76 

61 

293 

281 

Minerals          .  • 

2,284 

2,918 

t       1,641 

2,488 

Musical  instrumenls    . . 

38 

221 

•  • 

Machines 

582 

508 

1,118 

980 

Total     . . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

3,695 

1 

4,867 

Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to 

Canada  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

Quantitj 

r. 

Yalue. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

Cwts. 

Cwls. 

£ 

£ 

Cement,  &c 

•  ■ 

1,496 

•  • 

100 

Cotton  goods    . . 

55 

6 

414 

77 

Linen  goods     . . 

5 

45 

67 

607 

Woollen  go:^dB . . 

.'iS 

88 

674 

800 

Oilcloth 

•  • 

14 

•  • 

65 

Garments,    linen,    and 

millinciy 

203          i 

. . 

2,507 

t  • 

Brushes  and  brooms    .  • 

7          ' 

•  • 

109 

•  • 

Leather  goods  . . 

39 

59 

8,066 

4,840 

Wooden  and  bone  ware. . 

17 

141 

150 

498 

Glass  and  glassware    . . 

40 

313 

94 

194 

Earthenware    . . 

1 

•  •            1 

7,024 

•  • 

580 

Metalware 

29          ! 

14 

158 

94 

Instruments  and  fancy 

goods 

51 

84 

1,642 

674 

.    Chemical  products 

a 

109 

47 

175 

Gums  and  resins         • . 

\9 

89 

88 

166 

Paper  goods     . . 

7       ; 

•  • 

18 

•  • 

Ironware        ' . . 

''       , 

8 

16 

48 

Total     .. 

1 

•  • 

8,940 

8,808 
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Table  showing  Articles  Imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
Cape  Colony  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 


•  • 


Eatables 

Beverages 

Dyeing    and     tanning 

materials      . . 
Wool      .. 
Colonial  goods  . . 
Spices    .  •         •  • 
Plants   .. 
Qnms  and  resina 

Total     .. 


Quantity. 


1899. 


Cifts. 

•  • 
5 


1900. 


Cwts. 
6 


9,256 

9,221 

4,555 

1,870 

89 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

4 

185 

48 

•  • 

Value. 


1899. 


£ 

14 

1,985 

81,429 

123 

4 

214 
42 


83,811 


1900. 


28 


715 
7,860 

•  • 

400 


8,498 


Table  showing  Articles  Exported  from  Austria-Hungary  to 
Cape  Colony  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1899.      ,       1£00. 

1899. 

1900. 

1 

£ 

£ 

Cereals 

Cwts.     .. 

1       4,584 

•  • 

1,815 

Beyerages   .. 

ft        •• 

443               1,014 

470 

693 

Wood  and  timber  . . 

n           •• 

.  • 

1,077 

•  • 

800 

Bran           >  •         • . 

n           •• 

•  • 

4.291 

•  • 

1,010 

Cotton  goods 

If           •• 

2 

180 

21 

150 

Woollen  goods 

f*           •• 

•  • 

12 

•  • 

118 

Garments,  linen,  and 

millinery.. 

»           •  • 

87 

6 

263 

100 

Hordes 

Number.  • 

•• 

6,999 

•  • 

240,933 

Paper     and    paper 

goods 

Cwta.     .. 

18 

•  • 

16 

•  • 

Leather  goods 

»»        •• 

89 

88 

927 

1,745 

Wooden   and  bone- 

ware 

M                •• 

2,582 

1,080 

4,848 

1,715 

Glass  and  glassware 

if               •• 

7 

4 

24 

10 

Earthenware 

f  f                •  • 

72 

8 

185 

10 

Ironware     . .         • . 

»                •• 

8                   88 

14 

820 

Ml  tal  goods 

»f                •• 

99      1            18 

518 

215 

Matches 

»f                •• 

•  • 

802 

a  • 

260 

Insimments       and 

fancy  goods         • . 

If                •  • 

4 

•  ■ 

188 

•  • 

Chemical  productg. . 

If                •• 

•  • 

140 

•  • 

100 

Yegetable«,       fruit. 

and  plants 

>l                •• 

254 

12,841 

83 

1,840 

Oil 

>f                •• 

2 

.  • 

4 

• . 

Total   .. 

•  •         i         •  • 

6,906 

251,834 

(825) 


26 


AUSTRlA-HUNGAttY. 


Becapitala- 
tion. 


To  facilitate  a  comparison  I  appsnd  a  recapitulation  relative  to 
the  trade  between  the  Dual  Monarchy  and  the  British  Colonies 
and  Dependencies  during  the  years  1899  and  1900 : — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

British  India    . . 
British  West  Indies    . . 
British  Poneessions   in 
the  Mediterranean  .. 
^iustraUa 
Canada  . . 
Cape  Colony     .. 

£ 
3,632,875 
98.467 

7.577 

469,107 

8,695 

33,811 

£ 
8,588,667 
110,036 

7,620 

98,948 
4,857 
8,498 

£ 
1,531,268 
5,791 

26.174 

49,359 

8,940 

6,906 

£ 
1,770.701 
3,867 

82,126 

23,216 

8,308 

251,384 

Total     .. 

1 

4,245,082 

8,768,925 

1,627,438         2,139,561 

A  conspicuous  item  of  interest  therein  is  the  falling-olf  in  the 
value  of  imports  from  Australia.  The  figures  dealing  with  the 
value  of  exportation  to  Cape  Colony  also  attract  attention.  As 
compared  to  1899  they  show  an  advance  of  244,428/.,  which  sum, 
however,  is  exceptional,  as  it  mainly  represents  the  value  of  horses 
bought  during  the  year  for  South  Africa. 

Finally,  I  submit  below  a  tabular  statement  wherein  the 
entire  trade  of  the  Dual  Monarchy,  both  with  the  United  King- 
dom and  also  with  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies,  is 
*'eeorded  : — 


Total  yalue  of  imports  (exclusive  of  precious  metals)  from 
the  United  Kingdom  to  Austria-Hungary  in  1900, 
amounted  to    . . 

Those  from  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies  . . 

Total        

Showing  as  compared  to  1899  with 

A  decrease  of 

The  total  value  of  exports  (exclusiye  of  precious  metals) 
from  Austria-Hungary  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1900, 
amounted  to    . .         . .         . , 

To  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies 

Total       

Showing  as  compared  to  1899 

An  increase  of    ••        •• 

The  total  exports  in  1900         

Show,  as  compared  to  the  total  imports         

An  excess  of       


Value. 


5,302.642 
8,768,926 


9,071,667 
10,010,528 


938,956 


8,587,279 
2,189,551 


10,676,880 
8,609,297 


2,167,688 


10,676,880 
9,071,567 

1,606,268 
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It  will  be  observed  that  a  considerable  change  has  taken  place 
in  the  final  figures.  In  the  first  place  there  was  a  decrease 
of  938,956/.  in  the  value  of  importation,  while  an  advance 
of  2,167,533/.  was  recorded  in  the  outward  movement  of 
merchandise. 

Furthermore,  in  1899  the  total  value  of  importation  amounted 
to  10,010,523/.,  and  that  of  exportation  to  8,509,297/.,  or,  in  other 
words,  there  was  an  excess  in  favour  of  importation  amounting  to 
1,501,226/.  In  1900  the  contrary  was  the  case,  inasmuch  as  the 
value  of  importation  declined  to  9,071,567/.,  while  the  value  of 
exportation  rose  to  10,676,830/.,  thereby  causing  an  excess  of 
exports  over  imports  amounting  to  1,605,263/. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  should  like  to  add  a  few  words  Conoluaion. 
relative  to  the  situation  in  Austria,  which  since  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  has  undergone  a  change  for  the  better. 

The  Prime  Minister,  Dr.  Von  Korber,  by  means  of  able  states- 
manship and  aided  by  his  innate  tact  and  common  sense  has  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  about  a  compromise  between  those  parties 
in  the  Keichsrath  whose  differences  had  hitherto  been  considered 
irreconcilable. 

At  the  time  of  writing  Austria  is  once  more  in  possession  of  a 
legislative  body,  whose  chief  aim  is  no  longer  to  pursue  a  policy  of 
obstruction  and  recrimination  for  purely  personal  ends.  The 
reception  granted  to  the  Canal  Bill,  the  scope  of  which  is  described 
in  another  part  of  this  report,  is  proof  that  the  majority  in  the 
Reichsrath  at  all  events,  is  willing  to  waive  its  party  interests  for 
the  sake  of  the  general  welfare  of  the  country. 

It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  this  condition  of  affairs  will 
continue.  There  are  many  measures  of  vital  importance  to  the 
economic  and  commercial  progress  of  Austria  still  waiting  Parlia- 
mentary sanction,  and  in  dealing  with  them  the  Reichsrath  will 
have  its  work  cut  out  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  all  sections  of  the  community  a  more  sanguine  spirit  has 
lately  prevailed.  Industrialists,  financiers,  and  business  men  of 
all  classes,  now  take  a  less  pessimistic  view  of  the  situati<$n  than 
they  did  six  months  ago.  On  every  side  there  is  evidence  that 
only  a  period  of  domestic  tranquillity  is  needed  to  revive  that 
energy  and  enterprise  which  the  protracted  political  deadlock  has 
done  so  much  to  discourage. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Cominerce  of  Fiuinefor  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr,  Consul  Fabkr. 

(Beoeired  at  Foreign  OflSce,  August  6, 1901.) 

The  official  returns  are  not  available  before  the  month  of  July,  introduotofy. 
which  accounts  for  the  date  of  this  report.     An  improvement  in 
this  respect  is  expected  next  year. 

Exports  show  an  increase  of  80,000  tons,  or  10  per  cent,  in 
weight,  and  12,000  head  of  cattle,  and  an  increase  of  1,500,000^. 
(increase  27^  per  cent.)  in  value.  The  increase  is  due  to  sugar, 
flour,  beeuis,  lumber,  horses,  and  various  minor  articles. 

Imports  show  a  decrease  of  58,000  tons  in  weight,  the  value 
being  nearly  unaltered.  The  decrease  is  due  to  wine,  rice,  coal, 
jute,  naphtha,  &a 

For  paiticulars  of  imports  and  exports,  see  Annex  B. 

Shipping  shows  an  increase  of  114,000  tons  under  the  Austro-  Shipping. 
Hungarian  flag,  and  30,000  tons  under  the  Italian  flag. 

British  shipping  has  increased  40,000  tons,  which  is  due  to  the  British 
shipment  of  horses  for  South  Africa.  shipping. 

The  shipping  trade  with  British  India  is  by  degrees  passing  Bounties  to 
into  the  hands  of  Austria-Hungary  owing  to  bounties   and   the  Austtx)- 
repayment   of    the    Suez    Canal    iues    to    the    Austrian   Lloyd  ghl^^*" 
steamers. 

The  return  of  the  Canal  dues  is  not  limited  to  vessels  of  the 
Austrian  Lloyd  fleet  only,  but  is  extended  to  vessels  under  charter 
of  that  company. 

British  shipping  is  obviously  under  a  great  disadvantage. 

The  tonne^e  of  British  ships  from  the  East  Indies  has  decreased 
as  follows : — 


Tear. 


1808 
1899 
1900 


Number  of 
Yesseli. 


20 
16 
18 


Tonnage. 


40,559 
31,749 
26,454 


62  per  cent,  being  carried  in  British  ships  and  38  per  cent,  in 

Austro-Himgarian  ships,  the  relative  figures  in  1899  being  64  and 
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Oooan-going 
titbde. 


Trade. 


Foreign  trade. 


Shipping 
traae. 


British 
•hipping. 


Austro- 

Hungarian 

■hipping. 

Italian 

shipping 

trade, 


British 
imports. 

British 
exports. 


Articles 
imported 
from  British 
Empire. 


36  per  cent.     The  exports  to  British  India  are  carried  entirely 
in  Austrian  vessels. 

British  shipping  represents  20  per  cent,  of  the  ocean-going 
steam  tonnage  and  30  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  cargoes,  whereas 
Austro-Hungarian  shipping  shares  77  per  cent,  of  the  tonnage  and 
64  per  cent,  in  the  value  of  cargoes. 

Comparing  values  of  trade,  the  United  Kingdom  ranks  first 
with  25  per  cent. ;  Austria-Hungary,  with  18 J  per  cent. ;  Italy, 
with  14^  per  cent ;  France,  with  11^  per  cent. ;  Turkey,  with 
6  per  cent. ;  the  United  States,  with  5|  per  cent. 

As  regeirds  the  foreign  trade,  excluding  the  Austro-Hungarian 
coasting  trade,  the  respective  shares  are : — The  United  Kingdom, 
30  per  cent. ;  Italy,  17i  per  cent. ;  France,  13|  per  cent. ;  Turkey, 
7i  per  cent. ;  the  United  States,  7  per  cent. 

And  as  regards  the  aggregate  shipping  trade  (values  of  cargo), 
the  respective  shares  are: — Austro-Hungarian  flag,  65 J  per 
cent.;  British  flag,  19  per  cent.;  Italian  flag,  12  per  cent.;  other 
countries,  3^  per  cent. 

Particulars  of  shipping  will  be  found  in  Annex  A. 

The  direct  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  colonies  under 
the  British  flag  comprised:  cargoes  entered,  593,000Z. ;  cargoes 
cleared,  825,000/. ;  the  respective  figures  in  1899  being  633,000/. 
and  547,000t 

The  British  carrying  trade  comprised :  cargoes  entered 
200,000/. ;  cargoes  cleared,  416,000/. ;  the  respective  figures  in 
1899  being  100,000/.  and  339,000/. 

Thus  the  British  shipping  trade  has  increased  in  value :  of 
cargoes  from  1,619,000/.  in  1899  to  2,034,000/:  in  1900,  ie.  25 
per  cent. 

The  Austro-Hungarian  shipping  trade  has  advanced  from 
5,967,000/.  in  1899  to  6,985,000/.  in  1900. 

The  Italian  shipping  trade  has  advanced  from  1,042,000/.  in 
1899  to  1,273,000/.  in  1900. 

The  total  British  trade,  amounting  to  2,642,000/.,  was  carried : 
1,418,000/.  in  British  vessels,  and  1,224,000/.  in  foreign  vessels, 
the  percentage  being  British,  54  per  cent. ;  Austro-Hungarian,  43 
per  cent.  ;  other  flags,  3  per  cent. ;  the  same  proportion  as  in 
1899. 

The  principal  articles  of  import  and  export  appear  in  Annex 
B,  showing  the  increase  or  decrease  on  the  preceding  year. 

Imports  under  the  British  flag,  793,000/.;  imports  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  colonies,  300,000/. ;  imports  from  India, 
610,000/.  (rice  and  jute). 

Exports  under  the  British  flag,  1,241,000/.  (increase  355,000/.); 
exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  colonies,  1,279,000/. 
(increase  366,000/.);  exports  to  India,  453,000/.  (increase 
217,000/.). 

Among  the  articles  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
British  colonies,  and  Indian  Empire,  the  following  ai'e  the  most 
important : — 


nvMs. 


Articlen. 


Bice  (India)  

»Tttte  (India)  

Indigo  (India)       

Cotton  (India)       

Spice  (India)  

Goal 

Pig-iron 

Ships  (three)  - 

Cotton  goods  and  yam     ,. . 

Tobaoco       

Cocoanut  acd  other  oils    •  • 

Iron  bars  and  sheets,  and  hardware 

Macbinerj  .. 

^  All       ••  ••  ••  ■•  ••  •• 

Copper  ritriol 
Leather 


Value. 

£ 

883,000 

176,000 

22,000 

19,000 

7,500 

87,600 

8S»,000 

60,000 

67,600 

11,000 

9,<XX) 

19,000 

14,000 

13,000 

4,4(0 

3,500 


The  following  are  the  principal  articles  of  export  to  the  United  Articles 
Kingdom  and  British  Possessions : —  u ''^^^  ^ 

— — Kingdom. 


Articles. 


Floor  

Suffar 

Oak  extract.  •         •  •         • .         •  •         . . 

i>awey  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Beans  ..  .. 

Torpedoes    

Lumber       .  •         . .         . .         . .  . . 

Mineral  water 
Hemi 
Stan- 
Ghlue. . 
Chemicals 


Value. 


£ 
660,600 
86,000 
96,600 
40,000 
12,000 
42,000 
66,000 
16,000 
14,000 
23,000 
20,000 
9,000 


Exports  to  India. 


Articles. 

Value. 

£ 

Sugar 

840,000 

Lumber 

6.000 

Flour 

2,600 

Ni.ils.. 

6,000 

Kara  ware 

6,600 
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Exports  to  Gibraltar,  Malta,  and  Cyprus.  ^ 


Articles. 


Tobacco 

Sugar 

Lumber 

Woollen  goods 

Bent- wood  furniture 


Value. 


£ 

6.000 
6,000 
5,000 
3,000 
600 


Exports  to  Aden  and  Hong-Kong. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Sugar 
Paper 
Hardware 


15,000 
1,800 
3,000 


Lumber. 


Oak  stares. 


Sugar. 


Flour. 
Beans. 


Imports. 
Wine. 


Exports  of  soft  lumber  have  risen  to  243,000  tons,  an  increase 
of  10  per  cent.,  and  exports  of  oak  lumber  (including  staves)  have 
decreased  10,000  tons. 

The  number  of  oak  staves  exported  from  Fiume  was  36,846,000, 
as  against  39,660,000,  a  decrease  in  weight  of  11,000  tons. 
34,800,000  were  exported  to  France,  being  a  decrease  of  2,000,000. 

Exports  of  sugar  have  risen  to  126,000  tons,  an  increase  of  30 
per  cent,  comprising  113,000  tons  raw  sugar  and  13,000  tons 
refined. 

The  exports  went  forward  to  the  United  States,  the  East 
Indies  (38,500  tons),  Japan,  the  United  Kdugdom  (8,000  tons),  and 
Italy. 

Exports  of  flour  have  risen  to  123,000  tons,  of  which  56,000 
tons  went  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Exports  of  beans,  chiefly  to  the  United  States,  France,  and 
Spain,  have  risen  to  32,000  tons,  an  increase  of  13,000  tons. 

Flour,  sugar,  and  lumber  represent  three-fourths  of  the  total 
exports  from  Fiume  which  aggregate  800,000  tons. 

Imports  of  wine  have  fallen  to  83,400  tons,  a  decrease  of 
26,000  tons.  They  are  made  up  of  56,000  tons  Italian  (a  decrease 
of  34,000  tons),  valued  at  525,000/.  (decrease  195,000/.),  and  of 
26,000  tons  Dalmatian  and  Istrian  (increase  8,000  tons),  valued  at 
300,000/.  (increase  100,000/.). 

Since  1897  the  importation  of  Italian  wines  has  been  on  the 
decline. 

The  figures  are  : — 


Year. 


1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

93,000 

92,000 

89,000 

56,000 
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Italian  wines  are  required  tor  mixing  (coupage)  with  the 
ooiumon  Hungarian  wines  and  increasing  their  strength,  and 
although  it  is  probable  that  the  duty  will  be  raised  in  the  coming 
treaty  with  Italy,  Italian  wines  will  be  a  necessity  in  the  future 
as  in  the  past,  yet  the  quantity  required  must  depend  upon 
the  outcome  of  the  Austro-Hungarian*  vintages,  which  are,  how- 
ever, trifling  in  quantity  as  compared  with  the  Italian  vintages. 

Imports  of   British  coal  amount    to    25,000   tons   (decrease  Goal. 
8,000  tons). 

10,000  tons  of  Turkish  coal  were  imported,  but  the  results 
have  not  proved  satisfactory. 

High  prices  have  interfered  with  the  rice  trade.     Imports  have  Rice, 
fallen  to  55,000  tons  (decrease  17,000  tons). 

Jute  imports  have  fallen  to  11,500  tons  (decrease  1,500  tons).    Jute. 

Imports  comprised : —  Article*  for 

tanning  and 

retin. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Valonea 
dumao 

Other  extract 
Renn 
Asphalt 


Tons. 

6,000 
300 
600 

6.000 

2,200 


and  16,000  tons  of  extract  of  oak  were  exported. 

The  nationality  of  crews  of  British  vessels  was  much  the  same  Mercantile 
AS  in   1899.     Three-fourths  were  British.     Out  of  4,781,  1,227  J»o^- 
were  foreigners,  consisting  of : — 


Nationalitj. 

Number. 

Q-erman 

Swedish 

Italian 

Other  nationaUtied. . 

Lascars 

121 
207 
207 
346 
847 

Total           

1,227 

The  census  for  the  last  three  years  was  as  follows : — 


Census. 


POPULA.TION  of  Fiume. 


Year. 


1880 
1890 
1900 


Increase. 


8,422 
7,888 


*  This  includes  hotel  visitors  and  ships*  crews,  but  not  the  garrison. 
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The  increase  of  the  population  was  37*  per  ^^^).^''^^  '^* 
first^:«S:::Sd  25i  per^nt.  during  the  second  decade. 


Houses  at  Fiume. 


ing  the  first  decade  and 
The  increase  being  34  per  cent.  dilJsr  These  returns  include 
36^  per  cent,  during  the  second  decade.     .^.  buildings,  churches, 
615  buildings,  such  as  warehouses,  railway  | 
schools,  theatres,  stables  and  carriage  sheds. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Po 

during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


•t  of  Fiume 


NattonAUty. 


DilvtSu            •••              •••  ••■              ••• 

Austrch'HungarUn         

Aostro-HongarUn.  coMtiac, 
pasMngen,  aad  local  traffic... 

AUtllBn         •••           •••  •••           ••• 

Gcmiftn     ...        >••  •••        ••« 

V  ftrious     ...        •••  •  •  •       •  • . 

X  vHU           •••  •••              ••• 


SaiUog. 


Ntunberi 

of      I  Tons. 
Vaaaels. 


Steam. 


Number! 

of  Tom. 

Vemels.' 


Number 

of 
VeMeU. 


1,189 
787 

•  •• 

4S 


1,969 


35,870 

39,601 
18,248 


160 
4,167 

4,17H 

236 

2A 

18 


263,977 
972,964 

211,463 

412,916 

25,862 

16.280 


88,719      8.770 


1,592,442 


} 


160 

9,624 

973 
26 

66 


10,789 


268,977 

1,220,287 

162,617 
26,862 
28.628 


2,804,000 

672,000 
\    118,000 


1,681,161  I    3,782,000 


\ 


\ 


Cleared. 


V 


NaUonalUy. 


Brltlsn        «.•         ...  ...         ... 

AuBtro-Hangarian        

Anstro-UungariaD,  coatting, 
pasaengen,  and  loeal  traffic... 

tUlllBtU                ...                 ...  ...                 ft*. 

Qerman     ...       ... 

Various     


Sailing. 
Nomberi 


Steam. 


Total. 


of 
Veaaeli. 


1 

1.190 


•  •• 


ToUl 


740 
89 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
Vetaels 


626 
38,267 

167 
4,162 

41,180 
11,896 

4,179 

236 

26 

14 

1,970        91.968 


8,761 


Tons. 


Number 

of  Tons. 

Vessels. 


260,806  , 
975,019 

211.468 

114,812 

25,958 

14,813 


j», 


168 

521 

976 
26 
53 


1,592,866  ;  10,784 


260,981 

1,224,744 

166,992 
25,958 
26,709 


1,684,334 


Value  of 
Cargoes. 


1,241,000 

4,6§1.000 

701,000 
262,000 


} 


,  6,876,000 


\ 


(. 


^ 


\< 
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Annex  B.  — Rrtxtbn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Port  of 

Fiume  during  the  Year  1900. 


Ariioles. 

'  ■■■^"^%  -  ' 

Coffee 

Fruit 

Phosphates 

Yalonea.. 

Asphalt.. 

Pig-iron..  ..         .. 

Iron  sheeting   . . 

Kitrat^s.. 

Sulphur.. 

w  me      .•         «•         .•         •• 

jtiice       ..  ..         ..         .« 

X/Oai       ..         •.         ..  •• 

«Tute       . .  .  •         .  • 

Maize     .. 
Kaphtha,  ..         ..         .. 

Iron  ore.. 

TobcuHX).. 

Manganese  ..  •• 

Cotton  goods  and  jam 

Hemp     . .  .  •         . .         . . 

Salt        

Oils        


Quantity. 


Metric  tons. 

1,860 

15,600 

9,000 

6,000 

9,700 

14,000 

1.100 

4,900 

4,400 

83,400 

65,000 

53,000 

10,500 

7,000 

4,700 

4,400 

8,700 

2,000 

1,600 

600 

8,400 

3,600 


Increase. 


Metric  tons. 

180 

600 
2,600 
1,600 
2,000 
8,t)00 

400 

200 
1,400 


Decrease. 


Metric  tons. 


26,000 

17,000 

11,000 

1,500 

2,000 

5,000 

500 

500 

800 

1,400 

8,100 


Heturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Fiume 

during  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 


Sugar     . .  . .         .  • 

Flour 

iSokhb     .•         ••         .« 
Oak  stares 
„    square 
Various  lumber 
Horses  ..  ..       (number) 

Oak  extract 

Articles  for  tanning     . . 
Mineral  waters., 
nice,  shelled     . . 
Paper  and  cellulose     . . 
"Pig-iron.. 

Ordinary  iron   ••  •• 

Hardware 

Spirits    .  •  •  •  . .  .  • 

Petroleum 
Asphalt .  • 

Bent- wood  furniture  •  • 
Glassware  ..         ..         •• 

Wheat 

Barley    ••  ••  ,• 

Maize     ..  ..  ^. 

Oats 

Tobacco . . 

Dried  prunes    .. 

Huy        


Quantity. 


Metric  tons. 

126,000 

128,000 

32,000 

79,000 

25,000 

243,000 

12,045 

16,000 

8,000 

4,800 

4,700 

3,600 

3,500 

2,400 

4,900 

2,900 

2,000 

1,000 

800 

650 

11,000 

20,000 

19,000 

6,000 

8,000 

2,400 

1.900 


Increase. 


Metric  tons. 
86,000 
28,000 
13,000 

1,000 
23.000 
12,045 

1,800 

1,100 

900 

900 

2,900 

1,400 

800 

200 

200 

1,000 

100 

50 

5,000 


1,900 


Decrease. 


Metric  tons. 


11,000 


8,000 
6,000 
8,000 
200 
2,100 


10 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  Exports  and  Imports 
at  the  Port  of  Fiume  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900.- 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

1,782,000 

1,149,000 

910,000 

1,031,600 

Austria-Hungary 

1,148,000 

1,017,000 

883,000 

627,600 

Italy      . . 

•                  •  • 

690,000 

684,000 

829,000 

1,002,200 

Franoe  .. 

•                  •% 

1,104.000 

991,000 

96,000 

100,000 

United  States  . 

415,000 

212,000 

194,000 

208,000 

Turkey.. 

192,000 

284,000 

468,000 

816,600 

Brazil    ••         • 

106,000 

94,000 

63,000 

60,500 

BuMia  «. 

8,000 

22,000 

41,000 

64,700 

Netherlands 

288.000 

806,000 

89,000 

68,500 

Belgium 

230,000 

174,000 

•  • 

•  • 

Spain     .. 

161,000 

76,000 

•  * 

• . 

Kgypt    .. 

260,000 

182,000 

64,000 

16,500 

1  Greece  •• 

28,000 

28,000 

14,000 

20,000 

Japan    .  • 

267,000 

145,000 

22,000 

44,000 

Bicuraania 

•  • 

12,000 

48,300 

Chile     . . 

•  • 

25,000 

87,600 

Portugal 

185,000 

• 

•  • 

•  a 

Tunis    . . 

117,000 

•  • 

•  • 

Germany 

25,000 

61,000 

•  • 

Philippines      • 

•  • 

104,000 

•  . 

Other  countries 

15.000 

63,000 

17,000 

26,000 

Total     . 

•                 •  1 

6,876,000 

1 

6,876,000 

8,782,000 

8,647,000 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Belgium  and  the  Port  of  Antwerp  for  the 

Year  1899 

By  Sir  G.  de  Courcy  Perry. 

(Receiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  December  18, 1900.) 

The  commercial  and  industrial  activity  of  Belgium  during  the  Commerce  of 
year  1899  continued  to  show  mai'ked  progress.     The  value  of  the  ^•ip'"'*- 
imports   for   home    consumption    during    the   year   in    question 
amounted  to  90,409,720/.,  as  compared  with  81,780,000/.  in  1898, 
or  an  increase  of  8,629,720/. 

The  exports  of  Belgian,  or  nationalised  goods,  during  the  past 
year  reached  the  value  of  77,972,000/.,  while  the  figures  under  this 
head  for  1898  were  71,480,280/.,  or  6,491,720/.  less  than  during 
the  later  period.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  satisfactory 
increase  of  10*5  per  cent,  on  the  imports,  and  of  9  per  cent,  on  the 
eiqports,  as  compared  with  the  totals  for  1898,  was  shown  by  the 
statistics  of  Belgian  trade  for  the  year  1899. 

The  imports  into  Belgium  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  Imports  from 
1899  amounted  to  12,480,000/.,  while  the  exports  to  the  United  toVe*^^ 
Kingdom  for  last  year  reached  14,428,000/.     It  will  be  observed  Kingdom, 
that  the  balance  of  trade  was  therefore  in  favour  of  Belgium,  the 
exports  exceeding  the  imports  by  nearly  16  per  cent.    In  comparison 
with  1898,  however,  the  imports  from   Great  Britain  for   1899 
show  an  increase  of  10  per  cent.,  while  Belgian  exports  to  the 
United  Kingdom  last  year,  as  compared  with  the  returns  for  the 
previous  12  months,  increased  by  18  per  cent. 

The  tables  which  follow  show  the  values  of  some  of  the  more  Principal 
important  articles  of  import  for  home  consumption  in  Belgium,  ™^^  "^* 
and  exports  from  this  country  during  1899. 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Q-rain  and  grain  products 

Kaw  textile  products . . 

Resinous  and  bituminous  products 

Mineral  products,  raw 

Timber. . 

Chemical  products 

Hides  and  skins 

Oil  seeds 

Coal  and  briquettes    . . 

Unmanufactured  indiarubber 

Drugs   . . 

v/Ouce  ••  •• 

Machinery       . .  . .    / 

Colours  and  djes 

Cotton  tissues. . 

Pic-iron 

Wines  . . 

Flax  thread     . . 

Iron,  minerals,  and  scrap 

Cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs 

Woollen  tissues 


Other  products 


Value. 


Total 


£ 
18,521,546 
11,527,560 
3,855,200 
3,545,600 
3,366,880 
2,857,760 
2,800,400 
2,501,500 
2,113,560 
1,645,480 
1,637,720 
1,574,520 
1,391,800 
1,371,120 
1,272,220 
1,115,120 
1,110,900 
1,074,000 
1,050,000 
1,038,600 
887,540 


61,259,026 
29,150,695 


90,409,720 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of 

Export 

i  durin 

g  the  Year  1899. 

Articles. 

• 

Value. 

Raw  textile  products. . 

•   «                         ft 

£ 
6,584,000 

crr&in   ..                     •> 

•   •                         • 

3,528,520 

Glass  and  glassware  . . 

«   •                         ft 

3,513,160 

Coal 

•   •                         • 

3,381,000 

Flax  threads  and  other  vegetable 

threads  . 

3,183,300 

Raw  mineral  products 

•  ■                   • 

2,680,800 

Railway  and  tramway  carriages 

•  •                   ft 

2,893,000 

Manufactures  of  iron 

•    m                           m 

2,351,000 

Hides   . . 

•   •                           • 

2,106,600 

Unmanufactured  zinc,  ingots 

•   •                           • 

2,106.000 

Woollen  thread 

•    •                           • 

2,002,500 

Machinery  and  tools  . . 

•     •                                 9 

1,906,800 

Chemical  products     . . 

•     •                                  ■ 

308,440 

1,856.000 

Sugar,  raw 

1,1 

„      refined. . 

1 

ft     ft 

708,760 

2,&12,200 

Manure 

'     •                                 • 

•                   ft  ft 

1,453,900 

Indiarubber    . . 

ft    •                                 • 

•                   •  ft 

1,346,000    ' 

Resinous  and  bituminous  products  . . 

•                   ft  « 

1,320,000 

Dyes  and  colours 

•    ft                                  • 

•                   ■  « 

£ 
230,000 

1,235,300 

Manufactured  steel    . . 

1  ; 

Steel,  sheet,  bar  and  wire     . . 

•  • 

962,000 

2,192,000 

Cotton  tissues . . 

•  •                     ft 

m                        •    ■ 

1,017,500 

v/OJlG         •  •                                    •  •                •  • 

ft  ft                      ft 

•                         ft    • 

1,008,700 

Drugs  . . 

•   •                      • 

•                         •    • 

982,000 

50,660,280 

Other  articles . . 

•  •                      ft 

•  •                      ft 

■                         ft    ft 
•                         ft    ft 

27,311,720 

Total 

77,972,000 

It  is  urged  that  the  progress  above  referred  to,  however  satis- 
factory, might  have  been  more  marked  had  not  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  countiy  been  impeded  by  the  lack  of  accommo- 
dation at  the  port  of  Antwerp,  and  the  disoi^anisation  of  the 
Belgian  railways.  The  congestion  which  resulted  from  this  state 
of  things  was  particularly  noticeable  during  the  later  months  of 
1899,  and  complaints  were  general  regarding  the  obstacles  to  the 
national  prosperity  which  were  thus  created. 

As  regards  the  accommodation  of  the  port   of   Antwerp,  to  Antwerp  port 
which  reference  was  made  in  the"  Commercial  Eeport  for  1898,  a  ^f^oommo^- 
partial  solution  of  the  difficulty  has  been  arrived  at  by  the  con-   ^^ 
struction  of  an  additional  2,000  metres  of  river  quay  adjoining  the 
Quai  de  la  Station.     A  portion  of  the  new  extension  has  been 
completed  and  is  available  for  traffic. 

On  the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  Bassin  Mexico,  spacious 
sheds  for  storing  timber  have  been  constructed,  and  tfie  north 
quay  of  this  dock,  which  is  principally  used  for  the  discharge  of 
wood  cargoes,  has  been  altered  to  admit  of  its  use  for  berthing 
general  cargo  boats  when  necessary.     Alterations  have  also  been 
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TempoMry 
block  on 
milwajB. 


Shipping. 


made  in  the  Bassin  de  la  Campine,  and  in  the  Grand  Bassin,  to 
admit  of  the  berthing  of  more  vessels  in  these  docks. 

It  is  considered  that  this  additional  berthing  space  will  prove 
of  advantage  in  relieving  the  congestion  at  the  port  so  often  ex- 
perienced of  late,  but  it  is  feared  the  extra  accommodation  will  be 
insufficient  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  constantly  increasing 
trade  of  Antwerp. 

Two  powerful  tug  boats,  specially  constructed  to  serve  as  ice- 
breakers, and  another  large  steam  dredger  have  been  provided  for 
the  use  of  the  port  authorities. 

The  congestion  on  the  Belgian  railways,  of  which  complaints 
were  made  by  commercial  firms  having  business  relations  with 
Antwerp,  and  by  Icical  merchants,  was  particularly  serious  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year.  The  block  is  alleged  to  have  been 
due  to  the  condemnation  of  a  large  quantity  of  rolling-stock  before 
provision  had  been  made  to  replace  it,  the  inadequate  number  of 
sidings  and  goods-yards,  and  the  want  of  space  for  shunting  rail- 
way trucks.  The  block  lasted  for  some  months,  and  resulted  in 
the  disorganisation  of  the  goods  service  generally,  and,  conse- 
quently, great  delay  in  the  delivery  of  merchandise  for  export. 

The  returns  of  shipping  for  the  port  of  Antwerp  during  1899 
exhibit  an  increase  in  comparison  with  those  for  the  year  1898. 
The  total  number  of  vessels  which  arrived  at  the  port  was  5,420, 
representing  6,842,163  tons;  while  in  1898  the  number  was  5,321, 
and  the  total  tonnage,  6,415,501  tons. 

Of  the  arrivals  in  1899,  3,009  ships,  of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
3,682,243  tons,  were  British. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  ships  of  all 
nationalities  which  entered  the  port  of  Antwerp  during  the  past 
year: — 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

KatloDallty. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 
Nnmber  of  i       -^„. 
Vessels.    |      T<>~- 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

wJLrjpBOtiiic ...        ... 

Anstro-HiiDgarian 
Belgian     ... 

British      

Danish      

Patch       

French       ...        ... 

CrCTDian     ...        ... 

Qtock        ...       ... 

Italian       

J^aneae 

Nonref<1a« 
PoTtngnesa 

Busaian     

Spanish     

Swedish     ...       ... 

trmtad  states      ... 

1 

25 

868 

2,660 

152 

168 

120 

867 

22 

19 

40 

205 

12 

57 

M 

178 

•  •• 

2,689 

48,558 

484,799 

8,501,628 

149,298 

178,897 

111,980 

1,415,172 

40,057 

88,717 

168,066 

151,147 

28,089 

56,978 

78,122 

127,186 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

349 

26 

4 

9 

26 

... 

9 

44 

2 
9 

1 
4 
1 

•  •■ 

•  •• 

180,615 

8,604 

8,6M 

7,611 

82,146 

5V6L8 

••• 

28,876 

468 

8,778 

861 

1,826 

2,846 

I 

25 

868 

8,009 

178 

167 

129 

892 

22 

28 

40 

249 

14 

66 

59 

182 

1 

2,689 

48,558 

484,799 

8,682,248 

157,902 

182,651 

119,591 

1,447,818 

40,057 

89.880 

168,065 

180,028 

28,502 

65,746 

78,488 

128,461 

2,846 

Total 

4,987 

6,661,277 

488 

280,886 

5,420 

6,842,168 

The  number  of  seagoing  vessels  flying  the  Belgian  flag 
on  December  31,  1899,  was  72,  of  which  70  were  steamers  and 
two  sailing  vessels.    The  total  tonnage  of  these  ships  was  113,356 
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tons.  These  figures,  in  comparison  with  those  for  1898,  show  an 
increase  in  Belgian  owned  vessels  of  10  steamers,  one  sailing 
ship,  and  20,485  tons. 

The  total  number  of  seamen  engaged  at  the  Consulate-Greneral  I^iw'hMge  Mid 
for  service  on  board  British  vessels  during  the  year  under  con-  of^SSS^ 
sideration  was  15,718,  while  16,159  men  were  discharged,  or  a 
total  of  31,877  seamen  dealt  with. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  proportion  of  foreigners 
included  in  the  above  figures,  which  as  usual  was  very  large : — 


Seamen  Shipped  and  Discharged  during  the  Year  1899. 


states,   enffineera,     stewarda, 

cooks,  aad  peUj  offlcers 
Sailora       ...       ... 

Firemen    

Total 


Seamen  Shipped. 
Britiah.    ,  Foreign.       Total. 


Seamen  Diacharged. 


British.      Foreign.       Total. 


The  aggi^gate  wages  paid  to  seamen  discharged  at  the  shipping  Wage*  paid  to 
offices    of    the    Consulate-General    during    1899    amounted    to  *®*™*^- 
135,229Z.;    of  this  sum    25,174i  9s.  9d.  was  sent  to  the  United 
Kingdom  under  the  transmission  system,  and  7,916/.  13s.  lOd.  by 
seamen's  money  orders. 

As  regards  the  system  of  transmission  of  wages,  the  results  of  System  of 
the  working  of  the  scheme  at  Antwerp  during  the  past  year  have  ^^JJ?^^^ 
proved  most  satisfactory.  The  system  was  introduced  at  Antwerp 
in  AprQ,  1897,  and  from  this  date  till  the  end  of  1897, 1,162  sea- 
men availed  themselves  of  its  advantages.  The  number  of  men 
who  did  so  in  1898  was  2,174,  and  in  1899,  2,115,  the  total  wages 
sent  home  being  as  follows  : — 


Year. 


Amount. 


1897  (April  27  to  December) 

XOvO  ..  •*  ..  .• 

XoViF  ..  ..  *•  •• 


£       #.  d. 

10,199  13  6 

21,781  15  4 

35,174  9  9 


It  should  be  remarked  that  the  opposition  of  seamen's  lodging- 
house  keepers  and  tradesmen  at  the  docks  to  the  transmission  of 
wages  system,  to  which  attention  has  so  frequently  been  drawn, 
has  in  no  way  abated. 

The  general  result  of  the  ocean  carrying  trade,  although  satis-  Freighto. 
factory  as  regards  freights,  was  not  so  favourable  as  was  expected. 
The  .failures  of  the  crops  in  India,  Koumania,  and  Eussia  affected 
the  traffic  from  those  countries  towards  northern  European  ports, 
and   this   was  only  compensated   for  by  the  abundance  of  the 
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harvests  in  the  Argentine  EepubKc,  and  the  United  States.  The 
price  of  shipbuilding  material  having  risen  from  15  to  20  per  cent, 
and  working  expenses,  i,e,,  crews'  wages,  cost  of  handling  cargo 
and  of  coals,  having  considerably  increased,  a  general  rise  in 
freights  was  the  result. 

Homeward  freights  from  India  and  the  extreme  east  did  not 
show  great  fluctuations,  but  while  the  higher  rates   during  the 
year  were  below  those  which  ruled  during  1898,  the  lower  rates 
for  1899  were  above  those  for  the  previous  year. 
Popalatioii.  The  population  of  the  Kingdom  of  Belgium  at  the  end  of  1897 

was  6,586,593,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  1899,  6,736,593,  showing 
an  average  increase  of  75,000  per  annum. 

The  birth-rate  as  compared  with  the  population  is  decreasing. 
Thus,  the  proportion,  per  1,000  inhabitants,  which  from  1877  to 
1886  was  31-21,  fell  during  the  period  from  1887  to  1896  to 
29"A5,  and  in  1898  further  decreased  to  28*62. 

The  death  rate  for  the  country  in  1866  was  23*59  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  20*92  in  1896,  and  only  17*61  in  1898. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Antwerp  on  December  31,  1899, 
was  293,111,  of  which  6,592  represent  the  floating  population. 
At  the  end  of  1898  the  returns  showed  that  there  were  287,462 
residents  in  the  city.  The  increase  for  last  year  is,  therefore, 
5,649.  These  figures  relate  only  to  the  city  of  Antwerp.  The 
populous  suburbs  of  Berchem  and  Borgerhout,  which  are  both 
intra  muros,  together  contain  some  110,000  inhabitants. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Ghent  for  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hallett. 

(Receiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  20,  1901.) 

The  year  1900  is  the  best  for  the  shipping  interests  of  Ghent  Shippbg. 
that  the  port  returns  can  yet  show,  as  1,116  vessels  entered  during 
that  period,  of  aggregate  tonnage  694,693  tons,  whilst  the  highest 
returns  hitherto  on  the  list  give  for  the  year  1891,  1,015  ships,  of 
aggregate  tonnage  493,798  tons,  or  101  ships  and  200,895  tons 
less  than  for  the  term  now  to  be  recorded. 

Of  the  1,116  vessels  which  entered,  there  were  739,  of  total 
tonnage  426,742  tons,  under  the  British  flag,  as  shown  in  the 
following  table : — 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ghent  during  the 

Year  1900. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Total. 


National  it  J. 


British 
Norwegian 
Banish  . . 
Oerman  .. 
Rusrian  .. 
^Swedish  .. 
Dutch  . . 
Belgian  . . 
French  . . 
Austro-IIungariaD 

Total 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


72 

56 

3 


6 


141 


Tons. 


2,054 


386 


Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

13,637     I  667 

17,007     !  74 

430     .  83 

I  86 


17 

21 

15 

9 

1 

2 


413,105 

739 

50,590 

130 

85,959 

86 

66,185 

86 

14,644 

21 

12,972 

21 

9,728 

15 

5,266 

9 

208 

7 

2,527    • 

2 

33,514    i     975      I    661,179 


Tons. 


426,742 

67,597 

86,389 

66,185 

16,698 

22,972 

3,723 

5.266 

594 

2,527 


1,116        604,693 


The  above  table  takes  no  account  of  18  small  vessels  which 
carae  simply  to  enter  dry  docks. 
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GHENT. 


Lock  and 

canal 

approaches. 


The  need  of  better  lock  and  canal  approaches  to  Ghent  has 
been  forced  urgently  upon  the  attention  of  the  Town  Council 
and  of  the  Belgian  Government.  Labour  contracts  are  being 
arranged  at  Middelbourg  for  a  larger  lock  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Temeuzen-Ghent  Canal,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  168,651/.,  to  be 
completed  by  December,  1903 — 


Length  for  passage  of  ships 

Breadth 

Depth 


It 


>i 


t* 

i> 


!      Dimensions. 


Ft. 

in. 

459 

3 

51 

S 

24 

11 

Depth  of 
wat«rwaj. 


Dock,  quay, 
and  shed 
room. 


Present 
length, 
br^dth, 
depth. 


Dry  docks 


This,  with  the  enlarged  and  deepened  canal  way,  and  the 
straightening  of  the  bends  in  the  course  now  in  operation,  will 
place  Ghent,  it  is  considered,  in  a  position  to  receive  most  of  the 
merchant  ships  afloat  by  the  spring  of  1905,  and  increased  quay 
and  dock  room  is  to  be  provided  accordingly. 

The  depth  of  the  waterway  to  Ghent  and  at  the  new  docks 
will  be  26  feet  4  inches,  and  the  passage  at  canal  bridges  68  feet 
10  inches  in  breadth.  All  works  are  to  be  carried  out  without 
hindrance  to  navigation. 

The  necessity  for  more  dock,  quay,  and  shed  room  here  has 
been  keenly  felt  this  last  autumn,  when  shipments  of  beetroot 
sugar  and  potatoes  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  coals  therefrom, 
have  been  very  active,  which,  added  to  the  regular  flow  of  general 
traflic,  and  the  large  arrivals  of  timber,  have  filled  every  spare 
corner  of  space ;  vessels  also  have  had,  on  several  occasions,  to 
wait  their  turns  for  quay  berth.  The  appearance  then  in 
December  last  of  the  Belgian  Government  decree  approving  the 
Ghent  Town  Council's  resolutions,  and  authorising  the  Board  to 
take  the  necessary  steps,  gave  general  satisfaction.  Efforts  are 
now  being  made  to  get  the  port  and  navigation  charges  con- 
siderably reduced. 

At  the  present  time  all  vessels  up  to  295  feet  in  length, 
38  feet  beam,  and  17|  feet  draught  can  enter  the  lock  at 
Terneuzen  and  come  up  to  Ghent  throughout  the  year.  But  at 
neap  tides  a  little  lightening  at  the  lock  is  sometimes  advisable 
to  avoid  delay. 

The  dimensions  of  the  dry  docks  are  as  follows : — 


Length. 


J^irjre 
Small 


Ft.  in. 
426  0 
248     0 


Breadth 

at 
Entrance. 


Ft.  in. 
42    7 
36     1 


Height  of 
Blocks. 


Jt.  in. 
2    9 
2    9 


Height  of 

Water 
above  Sill. 


Ft.  in. 
17     8 
14    3 
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During  the  year  1900  a  total  of  4,480  river  and  canal  craft,  River  and 
of  aggregate  tonnage  650,182  tons,  entered  Ghent  docks  in  direct  oanal  craft, 
relation  to  the  general  shipping?,  either  carrying  cargo  for  export 
or  destined  to  load  imports.  The  total  for  1899  was  4,355  river 
and  canal  craft,  of  aggregate  tonnage  604,624.  This  mode  of 
transit  is  employed  for  rougher  goods  in  particular,  where  speed 
is  not  so  much  an  object  as  cheap  transport,  and  the  convenience 
of  mooring  the  barges  against  merchants'  own  warehouses  in  the 
industrial  districts,  and  alongside  the  sea  ships  in  dock.  Inland 
freights  are  low,  and  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  one-third  of  the 
cost  of  railway  carriage,  and  the  loading  and  discharging  expenses 
are  less  than  when  sent  by  rail 


Table  showing  Countries  whence  Vessels  came  during  the 


Year  1900. 

Enteked. 

Sai 
Number 

lUng. 

SI 
Number 

;eam. 

Tc 
Number 

>tal. 

Country. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

J 

United  Kingdoin 

53 

6,820    1    652 

397,457 

705 

402.777 

Russia     . . 

i       12 

1 

8,803    ;     162 

154,100 

174 

157,908 

Norway      and 

1 

1 

Sweden 

46 

18,008           70 

45,819 

116 

58,827 

Holland  .• 

9 

781     1      24 

10.786 

33     f 

11,617 

Germany. . 

1 

146     ;      20 

12,005 

21 

12,161 

France    . . 

8 

691     1       10 

4,641 

18 

5,832 

North  America  . . 

!        1 

1,027           14 

19.178 

15 

20.205 

Belgium  . . 

1         1 

196           13 

6.555 

14 

6,750 

South  America  . . 

6 

6,886           •  • 

•  • 

6 

6,386 

Portugal . . 

•  • 

6 

6,005 

6 

6,005 

Africa     •  • 

4 

2,207 

•  • 

• 

2,207 

Spain 

•  • 

•  •          •         3 

3,257 

a 

3,257 

Austria  •  Hungary 

•  • 

1 

1,376 

1 

1,876 

Total 

,      141 

88,614    t    975 

661,179 

1.116 

694,698 

/ 
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Table  showing  Countries  whither  bound  during  the  Year  1900* 

Cleabed. 


Sa] 
Number 

iling. 

Steam. 
Number 

Total. 

Country. 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 
78 

15,585 

Yeseiels. 
877 

587,175 

Vessels. 
955 

United  Kingdom 

602,760 

Belgium  . . 

1 

1,169 

56 

43,006 

57 

44,175 

Norway     and 

, 

Sweden 

49 

14,221 

2 

815 

51 

15,086 

G^nnany.  • 

•  • 

•  * 

21 

12,915 

21 

12,915^ 

BtLssia     .  • 

;      6 

1,411 

5 

5,617 

10 

7,028 

Holland  .. 

2 

329 

4 

3,635 

6 

8,964 

France    •  • 

4 

297 

1 

1,343 

5 

1,640 

North  America  . . 

1 

400 

3 

3,587 

4 

3,987 

Denmark. . 

1 

248 

1 

389 

2 

687 

Algeria   ..         •• 

1 

195 

•  • 

• . 

1 

195 

Total 

142 

33,855 

970 

658,482 

1,112     , 

1 

692,337 

Imports  and 
tzports. 


The  statistics  for  1900  show  an  increase  both  of  imports  and 
exports  at  the  docks  compared  with  1899  and  preceding  years. 
During  1900  the  total  imports  amounted  to  772,690  tons,  or 
133,336  tons  more  than  in  1899,  and  exports  to  440,699  tons,  or 
60,317  tons  above  1899. 
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Table  shoeing  the  Principal  Imports  at  the  Ghent  Docks  for  the 

Year  1900  compared  with  1899. 


Articles. 


>• 


>»     •  • 


»» 


»» 


>» 


ft     •  • 


>» 


Timber  ..         ..         ..         ..    Tods  .. 

C0.U8 

Flax        

Chemicals 

Pjrites I 

Cotton    . .         .  •         .  •         . . ; 

Jute       ,,\ 

Machinery         . .         .  • 

Wool ' 

Pig-iron . .  . .  . .  . .  | 

British  spun  yams,  of  cotton,; 

flax,  tovr,  and  wool  . .  ..  > 

Rock  salt  . . 

Kefinedsalt 

Iron  and  steel  bars  and  wire  .. 
Linseed  ..         •• 
tlrain     .. 

Guano 

China  elaj 
Oilcake 
Petroleum 
Uides     .. 
Uemp     . . 

Paper  waste       

Manufactured    piece-goods    of 

cotton,  flax,  wool,  &.c.  .. 

Fire-proof    bricks,    earth    and 

crucibles 
Cotton  waste     . .    y' 
Oranges  and  lemojtts 

io"       ••        /        ..    .. 

Horses    ..        A.         ..  .,    Number 


»» 


T» 


J» 


•  > 


» 


»» 


I) 


>» 


I  _ 


Quantity. 


1900. 


283,981 

269,302 

25,606 

2t),53l 

19,360 

9,198 

11,565 

14,435 

5,509 

7.995 

4,137 
6,153 
3,154 
11,051 
10,642 
6,285 
4,209 
7,625 
3,169 
8,586 
2,278 
2,19G 
1,906 

1,714 

408 

1.854 
3,432 
4,933 


1899. 


214,096 

175,721 

33,402 

44,389 

27.633 

14,805 

8.9  LI 

13.901 

8,080 

8,991 

5,185 
8,332 
4,318 
7,535 
6,276 
3,20) 
1,698 
5,817 
7.652 
8,359 
1,165 
1,330 
1,573 

1,994 

662 
1,202 
1,528 
4.209 
5,174 


In  tfie  above  table  will  be  remarked  a  falling-off  of  Eussian  Decline  in 
flax,  ra(W  cotton,  and  wool,  British  spun  yarns,  chemicals,  rock  and  f^''*»i» 
refinoa   salt,   oil-cake,   pyrites   and   pig-iron,   as  compared   witli  ^^^^  '• 
189]B(     "While  the  decline   in   imports   of  most  of  these  articles 
is  /probably  due   to  the   ordinary    fluctuation    of    markets,   tlie 
difference  of  1,000  tons  of  British  spun  yams  is  worthy  of  note 
ffbm  the  fact  that  the  year  1899  showed  in  its  turn  a  decrease  of 
ijf,000  tons  when  compared  with   1898,  the  total  for  which  year, 
£s  also  for  1897,  was  over  8,000  tons.     It  is  cotton  and  jute  yarns 
/which  are  concerned,  and  with  regard  to  the  cotton  the  explana- 
/tion  is  given  that  several  mills  have  been  erected  here  to  spin 
f  those  numbers  which  have  formerly  been  imported. 

f        The  deficit  in  chemicals  for  1900  turis  chiefly  on  phosphate  Chemicals. 
)cl    ^rom  North  America  and  nitrate  from  Chile,  but  in  both 
t     ^e  articles  the  importation  for  1901  is  likely  to  be  the  best 

jhinery  and  manufactured   piece-goods  from    the   United  ^l^^^i^H^ 

goods. 
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Timber. 


Coal. 


Lire  horses. 


Kingdom  maintain  their  ground  from  year  to  year,  offering  lio 
variation  in  quantity  worthy  of  comment. 

Timber  imports,  which  declined  a  little  in  1899,  picked  up 
again  last  year  with  283,981  tons,  carried  for  the  most  part 
by  vessels  belonging  to  foreign  owners,  principally  Norwegian. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  active  branches  of  Ghent  com- 
merce, and  the  number  of  large  trading  liouses  and  saw- 
mills on  the  spot  is  a  guarantee  for  the  future.  It  would  be 
gratifying,  however,  to  see  British  ship-ownei*s  getting  their  share 
of  the  carriage. 

Coal  shipments  from  the  United  Kingdom  have  been  par- 
ticularly brisk  during  1900,  and  this  activity  is  still  being  main- 
tained, as  steamers  arrive  every  day  or  two  with  full  cargoes, 
taking  back  potatoes  or  ground  phosphates  for  ballast,  to  load 
again  for  Ghent  Owing  to  the  high  price  of  Belgian  coal, 
British  merchants,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary  trade  with  Belgium, 
have  secured  Government  contracts  either  directly  or  through 
Belgian  firms.  And  so  long  as  France  can  take  a  third  of 
Belgium's  total  out-put,  as  at  present,  prices  are  likely  to 
i-emain  high,  and  lar|§e  imports  of  British  coal  to  continue.  This 
is  the  opinion  of  the  largest  importer  here,  who  affirms  also 
that  the  competition  of  coal  from  Germany  has  subsided,  in 
consequence  of  the  industrial  development  there  tending  to 
keep  prices  high  by  reason  of  the  increase  in  their  own  require- 
ments. 

The  4,933  horses  imported  during  tl^e  past  year  are  classed  as 
follows : — 


Sound  animals  of  pood  value 
Old  animals  of  small  value  . . 

Worn-out  animals  for  slaughter  .• 


'if  umber. 
— ii. 


i,n8 

3,303' 


Transport 
arrange- 
ments. 


Men's  black 
s*ilk  hats. 


These  came  from  London,  4,415 ;  Hull,  272 ;  Goole,  30 ;  the 
Baltic,  196 ;  and  on  six  of  them  a  trace  of  glanders  waA  dis- 
covered which  necessitated  their  immediate  slaughter.  Of^the 
512  old  animals  of  small  value,  which  were  subjected  to  the  usVal 
inoculation  test  for  such,  11  M^ere  found  tainted,  and  were  disposed 
of.  Of  the  3,303  worn-out  horses  for  slaughter,  56  were  destroy^ 
as  unfit  for  food. 

Whatever  may  have  been  said  in  the  past,  and  with  reason,  on 
the  subject  of  imperfect  arrangements  on  board  for  the  transport 
of  these  animals  to  Ghent,  it  can  now  be  safely  affirmed  that  these 
charges  cannot  be  maintained  against  the  regular  British  steamer 
lines  at  present  eng^ed  in  the  business.  And  the  vessels  from 
London,  at  which  port  almost  all  are  shipped,  may  be  mentioned 
with  confidence  as  models  of  humane  and  adequate  organisation. 

There  is  a  large  trade  done  in  Ghent,  and  in  other  towns,  in 
men*s  black  silk  hats,  which  trade  concerns  neither  impoits  nor 
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exports  to  any  appreciable  extent,  for  the  hats  ai-e  chiefly  made 
in  Brussels  and  disposed  of  in  Belgium.  Attention  is,  however, 
called  to  this  trade  from  the  fact  that  the  British  mark  and 
style  alone  arc  popular,  although  few  of  Ikitish  manufacture  are 
imported  to  Ghent,  on  account  of  their  frreater  cost  and  the 
high  freight  charged  on  such  bulky  cargo.  Yet  the  public  believe 
they  are  buying  British  hats,  and  are  satisfied  accordingly,  when 
they  really  only  obtain  those  of  Belgian  make,  passed  off  with 
fictitious  English  names  and  English  words,  stamped  at  the  factory, 
on  the  lining  inside.  No  suggestions  are  here  offered  in  this 
regard,  and  the  fact  is  simply  alluded  to  for  the  information,  and 
perhaps  profit,  of  British  firms  in  the  trade. 

Table  showing  the  Principal  Exports  at  the  Ghent  Docks  for  the 

Year  1900  compared  with  1899. 


Articles. 


Soori»     ..         ..         

Phosphates 

Maoadam  •• 

Cement  ••         ••         ••         ..         ..         .. 

Coals 

Baw  flux  and  tow 

Flax  waste         

Manufaotared  jams  of  hemp,  cotton,  wool, 

jute,  flax,  and  tow    .  • 
Manufactured  piece-goods  of  cotton,  wool, 

flax,  jute,  &o.«  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Bags  and  paperstock    •  •         . .         . .         . . 

Iron  girders       . .         . .         . .         . .         . . 

„     nails  .  •         . .  . .  • .  . , 

Colsa  oil 

Window  glass    . . 
Barjtes  .. 

^'and        ..  

Paper  and  strawboards. . 
Lucifer  matches  . .         .  •         . . 

Sulphate  of  soda  .  •         . .         .  •         • . 

Harble  and  polished  stones    . . 

White  lead        

Beet  sugar         •  •  •  •         . .         . . 

Potatoes . . 

Onions   ••         ..         ..         ..         .. 

Applfs    ..         ..         ..         ..         ..         .. ' 

Small  fresh  fruit  . .         •  •         . .         . .  | 

Egp I 

Chicory  root      ••         ..         ..         ..         ..{ 

Liye  pLnts 


Quantity. 


1900. 


1899. 


Tons. 
77,069 
82,762 
26,963 
32,870 

6,020 
12,180 

2,913 

10,719 

4,414 

10,716 

10,246 

3,963 

2,816 

3,305 

3,633 

1,405 

1,859 

2,220 

3,729 

1,349 

1,060 

49,388 

91,164 

7,239 

9,026 

9,166 

2,376 

2,743 

915 


Tons. 
87,691 
36,066 
37,813 
26,067 
12,415 
12,207 
5,262 

11,808 

3,455 

10,609 

5,873 

3,518 

5,444 

5,710 

4,518 

2,024 

1,825 

1,588 

1,699 

969 

878 

40,578 

28,927 

4,718 

8,374 

4,048 

2,572 

1,887 

888 


While  export^  of  scorise,  phosphates,  macadam,  window-glass,  Exports, 
and   colza   oil   liave   declined  as  compared  with   those  of  1899, 
cement,  iron  girders,  manufactured  piece-goods,  chicory  root,  beet 
sugar,  potatoes,  onions,  and  fruit  have  increased.  Yet  the  ditlerences. 
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Raw  flax  and 
tow. 


Potatoes. 


Fruit. 


Beetroot 

MUggT. 


Population. 

Indubtrial 
census. 


whether  more  or  less,  are  hardly  of  sufficient  importance  to  call 
for  remark  save  in  the  case  of  potatoes,  fruit,  and  beet-root  sugar, 
although  a  word  or  two  on  Hax  exports  may  not  he  without 
interest. 

It  will  be  remarked  how  singularly  near  the  total  of  raw  flax 
and  tow.  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  (chiefly  Belfast)  in  1900, 
approaches  that  of  1899.  But  the  quantity  grown  (and  fibre  pro- 
duced) in  1900  was  greater  than  in  1899,  while  the  quality  of 
both  crops  was  equally  good,  and  above  the  average  of  the  four 
preceding  yeai*s.  Prices  for  the  last  two  seasons  have  been,  for 
the  lower  grades,  about  50  per  cent,  above  all  quotations  since 
1894,  the  result  chiefly  of  small  and  poor  crops  in  Kussia  and 
Ireland.  It  is  expected  that  the  sowing  for  next  season  will  be 
somewhat  larger  than  usual,  if  weather  favours. 

The  great  quantity  of  potatoes  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 
1900  is  explained  by  the  poor  crops  there,  when  those  in  Belgium 
were  j;ood  both  in  .quantity  and  quality.  And  while  British 
farmers  held  fast  to  high  prices  for  their  small  stock,  Ghent 
shii)perrt  competed  favourably  by  offeriiifj  a  better  article  at  a 
lower  tigure,  the  Belgian  potato  being  considered  su])erior  to  both 
the  1  )ur(  h  and  German. 

Tlie  season  of  1900  was  good  everywliere  for  fruit  of  all  kinds, 
and  consignments  from  CJhent  were  important  and  regular.  For 
what  wa*5  not  required  for  immediate  consumption  was  imported 
by  British  firms  for  preservation,  thus  enabling  those  in  the  trade 
to  lay  by  large  stocks  of  all  kinds  of  jams  to  realise  good  profits 
later  on. 

The  past  year,  showmg  a  total  of  49,:):J8  ton5,  is  the  best  on 
record  for  exports  of  beetroot  sugar  at  the  docks.  The  whole 
of  it  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Holland,  in  the  proportion  of 
at  least  three-quarters  to  the  United  Kingdom,  coming  chiefly  from 
the  Hainaut  and  Flanders  provinces.  The  quantity  would  have 
be^n  greater  had  it  not  been  necessary  at  times  to  stop  the  current 
to  avoid  a  glut  through  lack  of  sufficient  shed-room  at  Ghent, 
whicii  caused  large  consignments  to  travel  by  other  routes.  A 
gooil  deal  of  this  sugar  was  the  object  of  speculation,  and  it  may 
be  added  that,  since  the  month  of  February  of  the  present  year, 
well-nigh  all  sugar  in  these  markets  has  l)een  bought  up  and 
sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  anticipation  of  an  import  duty  being 
f)robably  imposed  on  later  importations  of  this  article.  This  will 
tend  to  lessen  shipments  next  auiumn. 

The  population  of  Ghent  and  suburbs  is  above  200,000,  and 
the  public  health  during  last  year  was  fairly  good. 

According  to  the  recent  industrial  census  this  city  ranks 
first  in  lielgium  as  a  manufacturing  centre,  and  employs  a  total 
of  42,*^80  hands  in  the  different  branches  of  industry. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Pard  and  District  for  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Agting-Consul  Temple. 

(Beceired  at  Foreign  Office,  April  8, 1901.) 

The  year  1900  will  probably  be  remembered  as  marking  an  Ck>inineTC6, 
epoch  in  the  commercial  history  of  the  Amazon  Valley.    Although  i^oo. 
commercial  crises  have  occurred  in  past  years  in  this  district,  yet  The  crisis, 
no  crisis  has  yet  been  experienced  so  disastrous  or  so  wide  reaching 
in  its  eflfects,  as  that  which  developed  with  unexpected  rapidity 
during  the  spring  of  that  year. 

Considering  the  severity  of  the  present  crisis,  the  fact  that  it«  extent, 
many  banks*  have  suspended  payment,  that  many  large  com- 
mercial houses  find  themselves  embarrassed,  that  credit  is  seriously 
impaired  and  business  restricted  amongst  nearly  all  classes  of 
traders,  it  would  naturally  be  supposed  that  some  disaster  had 
struck  a  serious  blow  at  existing  industries,  or  that  by  some 
misfortune  an  important  source  or  basis  of  commercial  prosperity 
had  been  swept  away ;  nothing  less  than  some  such  calamity  it 
would  be  thought  could  produce  the  alteration  in  the  state  of 
commerce  which  has  occurred  in  the  short  space  of  12  months. 
The  situation  is  rendered  the  more  remarkable  by  the  fact  that 
no  such  untoward  event  has  happened,  and  although  this  con- 
sideration does  not  alleviate  the  regrettable  state  of  affairs  at 
present  existing,  yet  it  does  brighten  the  outlook  for  the  future. 
An  examination  of  the  returns  annexed  to  this  report  will  show  Exporfcation 
that  the  production  of  rubber  and  other  products  has  not  fallen  not 
off*,  that  the  prices  which  these  products  command  in  foreign  '"^n*""***- 
markets  have  not  diminished,  that  in  short  no  source  of  revenue 
has  been  seriously  impaired.  Importation  it  is  true  has  decreased, 
but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  exportation  is  the  same,  this 
should  be  considered  a  gain. 

It  is  not  easy,  owing  to  the  complicated  machinery  which  Cau»e8  of 
governs  commercial  transactions  to-day,  to  state  with  certainty  ^^^  "'""• 
the  channels  through  which  prosperity  or  disaster  have  come. 
Remote  influences  are  often  brought  to  bear,  influences  which  it 
is  often  impossible  to  foresee,  to  gauge,  or  even  to  locate. 

*  Banks  that  suspended  payment  were  the  foUowing : — Banco  do  Pari  \  Banco 
Commercial  do  Pari;  Banco  de  Norte  do  Braxil ;  Banco  de  Belem. 
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As  regards  the  commerce  of  Para  and  Amazonas  the  present 
state  of  affairs  is  attributed  variously  to  over-trading,  and  to  the 
extraordinary  variations  which  have  taken  place  in  tlie  exchange. 
Orer^imding.  j^  j^^j,  \yQQji  freely  stated  for  some  years  past,  at  the  time  that 
Pard  was  at  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity,  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  over-tradincr  was  taking  place,  that  credit  was  given 
in  too  free  and  optimistic  a  spirit,  and  the  present  disaster  is 
considered  by  some  to  be  entirely  due  to  this  reckless  manner 
of  doing  business.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  to  a  certain 
extent  true,  that  credit  has  been  greatly  abused  and  that  many 
large  firms  have  been  for  some  time  past  doing  business  on  a  scale 
which  the  resources  at  their  command  did  not  justify ;  yet  it  is 
equally  true  that  unless  credits  and  long  credits  were  given,  no 
rubber  or  other  produce  would  be  obtained,  as  there  is  not  suffi- 
cient capital  distributed  throughout  the  district  to  enable  the 
work  to  be  done.  The  means  wherewith  to  carry  on  the  indus- 
tries must,  in  this  country  as  in  practically  all  new  countries, 
be  supplied  from  without  and  in  advance.  Moreover,  the  lack  of 
rapid  means  of  communication  renders  it  imperative  that  in  many 
cases  very  lengthened  credits  should  be  given.  While  it  is 
impossible  to  deny  the  fact  that  more  care  and  forethought  should 
have  been  exercised  in  the  granting  of  these  credits,  yet  it  is  not 
possible,  I  think,  to  blame  the  majority  of  the  traders  for  doing 
business  on  those  lines  which  the  natural  conditions  of  the  trade 
rendered  unavoidable,  and  which  have  up  to  quite  recently  yielded 
good  results.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  for  many  years  to 
come  the  conditions  will  be  so  altered  as  to  enable  business  to  be 
done  without  long  credits. 
Over-  As  regards  another  charge  which  has  also  been  laid  at  the  door 

imporcanon.  ^f  ^^le  trading  community,  that  of  over-importation,  it  is  again 
not  possible  to  deny  that  many  cases  have  occurred  where  tradera 
have  imported  to  an  extent  which  their  means  did  not  justify. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  a  doubtful  point  whether,  taking  the 
amount  of  the  import  trade  into  consideration,  and  viewing  the 
imports  as  a  whole,  it  can  be  justly  said  that  any  unwarrantably 
large  importation  has  taken  place.  It  is  unfortunately  impossible 
to  state  the  exact  value  of  the  totcil  imports  into  this  district 
owing  to  lack  of  published  statistics.  However,  the  fact  that  the 
banks  at  Pard  are  able  to  purchase  commercial  bills  (i.e.  to  pur- 
chase sterling)  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  they  are  able  to  sell 
their  own  paper  (i.e.  to  sell  sterling),  and  that  these  banks  are  in 
the  first  place  agents  for  the  purchase  of  sterling  drafts  as  cover 
for  the  corresponding  branches  at  the  Southern  ports  of  Brazil, 
points  to  the  conclusion  that  the  proportionate  excess  of  exports 
over  imports  is  greater  in  this  district  than  in  the  Southern  States, 
and  that  the  centres  at  Para  and  Manaos  are  not  over-importing. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  do  not  think  that  the  present  state  of  affairs 
can  be  set  down  to  over-trading,  although  no  doubt  a  great  deal 
of  injudicious  and  reckless  trading  has  been  earned  on  for  many 
years,  which  has  suddenly  been  brought  to  light  in  times  of 
adversity,  and  has  added  to  the  confusion  of  which  it  was  not  the 
primary  cause. 
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The  first  and  chief  cause  of  the  commercial  dead-lock  which  Kxohuig*. 
has  occurred  must  be  attributed  to  the  sudden  rise  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  value  of  the  currency. 

The  difficulties  and  complications  created  by  a  varying  exchange 
are  obvious.  It  is  also  plain  that,  according  to  the  extent  of  Lhe 
fluctuations  that  occur,  or  are  liable  to  occur,  these  difficulties  are 
increased.  A  point  may  even  be  reached  when  the  fluctuations 
that  are  liable  to  occur  in  exchange  very  much  exceed  the  fluctua- 
tions that  are  liable  to  occur  in  the  produce  market.  Tran&ic- 
tions  carried  on  subject  to  these  conditions  can  no  longer  bo 
considered  as  business  transactions,  they  come  rather  under  the 
head  of  gambling.  This  point  has  been  reached  in  Brazil. 
Exchange,  which  at  the  beginning  of  1900  stood  at  ^dL  rose 
steadily  until  it  stood  at  9^^.  per  milreis  at  the  end  of  May. 
This  was  already  sufficient  to  cause  great  anxiety  at  Pard.  Worse 
was,  however,  to  come.  During  June  a  further  rapid  rise  toolc 
place,  and  during  the  first  week  of  July  exchange  reached  14^rf. 
During  the  month  an  equally  rapid  fall  took  place,  and  by  the 
end  of  July  \0{d,  was  reached.  After  that  date  and  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  exchange  fluctuated  between  lljrf.  and  9|c^.  As 
might  be  expected  in  a  country  where  business  is  carried  on  very 
much  by  means  of  long  credits,  these  fluctuations  brought  about 
an  acute  financial  crisis. 

aVlthough  it  is  a  generally  recognised  fact  that  a  fall  in  the 
value  of  the  currency  is  a  serious  drawback  to  the  trade  of  a 
country,  it  is  not  so  generally  admitted  that  a  sudden  rise  in  the 
value  of  the  currency  is  an  equal  if  not  more  serious  menace  to 
trade,  especially  in  those  countries  which  have  an  extensive  foreign 
trade.  In  the  case  of  a  country  in  which  commodities  are  exten- 
sivelv  manufactured,  and  where  a  considerable  amount  of  raw 
material  is  also  produced,  a  rise  in  the  value  of  the  currency  may 
be  an  unmixed  good,  especially  if  the  Government  have  to  meet 
large  obligations  abroad.  In  the  case  of  a  country  like  Brazil, 
however,  where  a  large  amount  of  produce  is  exported  to  foreign 
markets,  the  value  of  this  produce  being  fixed  by  the  gold  prices 
ruling  in  those  markets,  and  which  in  return  import  commodities 
largely,  as  serious  a  dislocation  of  trade  occurs  when  exchange  is 
rising  as  when  falling. 

By   studying   the   influence  of   exchange  variations  on  the  classes  of 
businesses  of  various  classes  of  traders  the  effect  may  be  more  ^"*^^ 
readily  analysed.      As   regards   this   district,  for    instance,  the      **^* 
commercial  community  may  be  divided  into  the  following  dis- 
tinctive groups :  the  importers  of  commodities  from  abroad,  the 
distributors  of  these  commodities  to  the  producers,  the  producers 
of  the  various  products  exported,  the  financial  houses  (banks),  and 
the  exporters  of  produce.     Supposing  a  sudden  rise  in  exchange  to 
take  place.     The  value  of  the  currency  is  enhanced  perhaps  30  per 
cent.  The  currency  value  of  produce  at  Para  being  based  on  the 
sterling  prices  rulingin  foreign  markets  immediately  falls  30  per  cent 

The  importer  who  does  not  handle  produce  would  appear  to  W\ 
at  a  great  advantage ;  he  has  bought  abroad  on  credit  for  gold 
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values,  and  lie  has  sold  for  currency ;  he  should  be  able  to  meet 
his  obligations  and  secure  of  30  per  c-ent.  profit  over  and  above  his 
calculations.  But  he  has  sold  to  the  distributor  on  credit,  and 
probably  longer  credit  than  that  which  he  himself  received.  His 
capability  to  pay  depends,  therefore,  on  the  capability  of  the  dis- 
tributor to  pay  him.  The  distributor,  who  in  this  case  is  also  the 
leceiver  of  the  produce,  has  supplied  commodities  to  the  producer, 
also  on  credit,  when  exchange  was  low  counting  on  receiving 
a  correspondingly  high  price  for  the  produce  when  it  came  in. 
Exchange  has,  however,  in  the  meantime  risen,  and  he  now 
receives  30  per  cent,  less  than  he  expected  for  the  produce  from 
the  exporter,  who  bases  his  price  on  the  sterling  value  obtainable 
abroad.  The  distributor  finds  himself,  therefore,  in  diflBculties; 
he  cannot  meet  his  obligations,  and  so  the  importer  is  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  the  favourable  opportunity,  he  cannot  collect  his 
money,  and  cannot  remit  tomeethisobligationsabroad.  The  producer, 
who  in  this  case  is  not  so  much  a  labourer  as  a  small  tenant  (renting 
two  or  three  rubber  paths)  is  in  no  better  plight.  He  has  bought 
on  credit  from  the  distributor  when  exchange  was  low  and  the 
price  of  commodities  was  high.  He  sells  his  produce  to  the  receiver 
when  exchange  is  high  and  the  price  correspondingly  low.  He  is, 
therefore,  discouraged,  although  having  his  produce  as  an  actual 
asset  he  generally  manages  to  pull  through.  The  financial  houses 
who  deal  with  discounts,  loans,  and  mortgages  share  of  course  in 
the  general  distress. 

[The  English  and  foreign  banks  have,  for  reasons  which  will  be 
explained  later  on,  escaped  the  general  confusion.] 

The  exporter,  inasmuch  as  he  does  practically  a  sterling  busi- 
ness, that  is  to  say,  that  although  he  buys  for  currency,  he  imme- 
diately sells  sterling  bills  to  cover  the  amounts  he  pays  out,  is  able 
to  render  himself  free  from  the  risk  of  exchanga  Even  he,  how- 
ever, is  at  a  disadvantage,  as  whilst  exchange  is  rising,  and  the 
currency  value  of  produce  falling,  he  is  liable  to  purchase  at  too 
high  a  price.  The  professional  classes,  who  depend  on  fees,  are 
not  benefited,  as  the  prices  of  commodities  do  not  fall,  as  might  be 
expected,  as  exchange  rises.  The  importers  cannot  afford  to  sell 
cheaper  on  account  of  the  restriction  that  occurs  in  trade  gene- 
rally. The  salaried  classes  are  no  better  oflf  for  the  same  reason. 
Foreigners  earning  gold  salaries  are  very  much  prejudiced  as 
prices  remain  steady,  whilst  the  currency  value  of  their  salaries  is 
diminished.  Tradesmen  and  shopkeepers  suffer  on  account  of  the 
diminished  purchasing  power  of  the  community. 

The  Government,  of  course,  benefits.  The  enhanced  value  of 
the  currency  enables  their  sterling  obligations  abroad  to  be  more 
easily  met.  A  reduction  in  taxation  would  appear  to  be  the 
logical  outcome  of  this.  The  general  difi&culties  created,  however, 
by  the  rise  of  exchange,  which  hamper  commerce  and  enterprise, 
and  thus  diminish  the  purchasing  power  of  the  nation,  may  render 
this  course  impossible  without  a  serious  loss  of  revenue.  This  has 
been  the  case  in  BrazU,  where  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
tendency  to  relax  taxation. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  a  rise  in  the  value  of  the 
currency  may,  so  far  from  benefiting  the  trade  of  a  country,  very 
seriously  embarrass  its  commerce. 

In  this  connection  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  study  the 
efiTect  of  a  sudden  fall  in  exchange. 

The  currency  value  of  produce,  regulated  as  before  1)y  the'*^*" 
sterling  value  in  foreign  markets,  at  once  rises.  The  importer  will  •™*""i^ 
now  find  himself  in  difficulties  to  meet  his  obligations  abroad. 
As,  however,  the  distributor  and  receiver  obtains  a  good  price  for 
his  produce,  and  he  bought  commodities  when  exchange  was  high 
and  prices  correspondingly  low,  he  is  able  to  pay  his  obligations 
to  the  exporter,  and  so  the  latter,  although  he  may  make  a  slight 
loss  on  exchange,  is  better  off  than  when  exchange  was  rising  and 
the  distributor  did  not  pay  him  at  alL 

The  producer,  who  also  bought  cheap  and  sells  his  produce 
dear,  is  also  contented.  The  professional  and  salaried  classes  may 
suffer,  as,  in  proportion  as  exchange  faUs,  commodities  have  a 
tendency  to  rise  in  price ;  the  general  prosperity  of  the  community 
does  a  great  deal,  liowever,  to  counteract  this.  Persons  earning 
gold  salaries,  of  course,  benefit  greatly. 

The  exporter,  as  before,  is  more  or  less  free  from  exchange 
influences.  He  is,  however,  more  at  ease  on  a  falling  exchange 
market,  as  the  currency  value  of  produce  having  an  upward 
tendency  he  is  not  so  liable  to  find  he  has  paid  too  high  a  price. 

The  Government,  of  course,  finds  difficulty  in  meeting  it& 
obligations  abroad,  and  ultimately  increased  taxation  must  be 
resorted  to.  The  general  prosperity  of  the  country,  however,, 
diminishes  the  evil  effects  of  this,  at  least  for  a  time. 

Naturally,  the  final  effect  of  a  fall  in  exchange  cannot  on  the 
whole  be  good,  a  day  of  reckoning  must  come,  exchange  cannot 
continue  to  fall  indefinitely.  The  effects  of  a  fall  are  not,  how- 
ever, so  rapidly  or  keenly  felt  as  the  effects  of  a  rise,  and  it  ia 
doubtful  whether,  if  exchange  could  be  held  steady,  at  the  lowest 
quotation  reached  the  bad  effects  of  a  fall  would  not  be  averted 
altogether.  A  very  gradual  rise  spread  over  many  years,  when 
exchange  fluctuations  are  insignificsint  as  compared  to  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  produce  market,  does  not  produce  the  complications 
above  mentioned,  and  may  safely  be  taken  to  indicate  prosperity. 
A  rapid  rise,  on  the  other  hand,  may  safely  be  taken  to  indicate 
the  contrary. 

Annex  1  is  a  chart  demonstrating  the  fluctuations  of  ex- 
change during  the  year  1900  which  have  been  unusually 
violent.  Still  during  many  years  these  fluctuations  have  been 
sufficient  to  reduce  business  to  a  great  extent  to  the  level 
of  simple  gambling.  Setting  aside  those  transactions  which 
consist  in  buying  and  selling  currency  with  the  object  of  securing 
the  differences  as  profit,  and  which  are  a  great  feature  in  most 
Brazilian  markets  (as  regards  this  species  of  speculation,  which  is 
particularly  harmful  to  a  country,  the  markets  of  Para  and 
Manios  are  fortunately  remarkably  free ;  they  1  eir  their  share> 
however,  of  the  disadvantages  created  by  the  extensive  gambling 
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that  takes  place  on  the  exchange  at  Bio  and  elsewhere),  even  ordinaiy 
business  is  turned  hj  these  flactuations  into  a  gamble  on  the  ex- 
pected value  of  the  currency  in  any  transaction  where  credit  is 
^ven.  A  merchant  who  has  bought  and  sent  goods  up  country 
in  the  spring,  as  is  the  custom,  expecting  to  receive  produce  to 
pay  for  these  goods  in  the  late  autumn  and  winter  following,  will 
probably  make  a  heavy  loss  if  exchange  should  happen  to  rise,  or 
he  will,  on  the  other  hand,  make  a  large  profit  should  exchange 
liappeu  to  falL  Exchange  fluctuations  quite  throw  out  calcula- 
tions based  on  the  probability  of  the  crop  or  the  value  of  the 
produce. 

During  the  years  1894-99,  when  exchange  was  steadily  falling, 
many  merchants  secured  very  large  profits,  not  thi-ough  any  special 
«i^acity  on  their  part,  but  owin^  to  the  tendency  of  exchange. 
Many  of  these  firms  are  now  in  difficulties,  not  through  any  par- 
ticular fault  of  their  own,  but  again  owing  to  the  rapid  rise  in 
exchange.  Forethought  in  laying  aside  large  reserve  funds  in 
times  of  prosperity  would  no  doubt  have  to  a  great  extent  averted 
the  present  erabarrassmenta  This,  however,  has  not  been  done, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  fact  that  partners  are  constantly  retiring  from 
the  various  firms,  for  the  most  part  to  Portugal,  and  withdrawing 
their  share  of  the  capital.  'ITiere  is  no  doubt  that  this  tendency  to 
live  from  hand-to-mouth  has  to  a  great  extent  rendered  more  acute 
tlie  present  crisis. 
Vnkiire  It  must  not  be  concluded,  however,  from  the  foregoing  observa- 

V^^'V^'  tions  that  the  prospect  for  the  future  is  entirely  hopeless.  On  the 
contrary,  as  has  been  already  stated,  the  fact  that  the  exports  have 
not  decreased  is  a  guarantee  of  the  prosperity  of  the  eountrj'.  It 
appears  all  the  more  regrettable  that  such  a  crisis  as  at  present 
exists  should  have  been  forced  upon  the  merchants  of  this 
district  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  and  by  causes  over  which 
they  have  no  control.  It  is  also  disheartening  to  think  that  the 
same  thing  may  occur  at  any  time  in  the  future,  and  it  is  very 
much  to  be  hoped  that  the  Federal  Goverament  will  be  successful 
in  finding  a  plan  by  which  exchange  tiuetuaiions  may  be  restrained. 
The  actual  quotation  at  which  the  currency  stands  is  of  secondary 
importance ;  a  steady  exchange  is,  however,  an  absolute  necessity 
if  the  commerce  of  the  country  is  to  prosper. 
The  En^h  It  has  been  stated  above,  that  whereas  the  native  banks  have 

«ad  other       almost  without  exception  succumbed  to  the  situation,  the  British 
^^J^  and  other  foreign  banks  have  to  a  great  extent  avoided  the  evil 

**  results  of  the  crisis.    In  this  connection  it  may  be  advisable 

here     to    consider    a    movement    of    hostility    towards    these 
institutions  which  has  recently  made  itself  apparent,  and  has 
culminated  in  the  proposal  by  several  leading  members  of  the 
Congress  at  Rio  of  a  Bill  by  which  the  operations  of  foreign  banks 
in  Brazil  would  be  very  seriously  hampered,  if  not  entirely  sup- 
Law  for  the    pressed.     When  exchange  was  falling  it  was  a  general  though 
Molation  of   unfounded  belief  that  the  foreign  banking  institutions  were  chiefly 
tioni  0?*"       ^  blame,  and  that  they  were  in  some  mysterious  way  making 
foreign  banka.  enormous  profits  at  the  expense  of  the  country.    When  the  long- 
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expected  turn  of  the  tide  set  in,  and  exchange  rose,  the  effect  of 
this  on  the  commercial  situation  was  found  to  be  more  disastrous 
than  had  been  that  of  the  fall.  It  was  assumed  that,  as  before, 
in  some  mysterious  and  imdefinable  manner,  the  foreign  banks 
had  been  again  securing  unreasonably  large  profits  at  the  expense 
of  the  hard-working  community.  It  would  hardly  be  worth  while 
to  consider  this  peculiar  idea  had  it  not  become  so  widespread  as 
to  culminate  in  the  proposal  of  the  above-mentioned  law  for  the 
regulation  of  the  transactions  of  foreign  banks  which,  although 
threatening  to  extinguish  those  indispensable  supports  of  commerce, 
has  with  little  or  no  opposition  passed  three  readings  in  Congress, 
and  which  may  become  law  when  Congress  meets  again  in  the 
spring  of  1901. 

To  put  the  case  briefly,  it  is  alleged  against  the  foreign  banks 
that  the  whole  of  their  business  in  collections,  mortgages,  loans, 
discounts,  and  other  branches  of  essentially  banking  business  is 
not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  expenses,  far  less  to  pay 
large  dividends  ;  that  their  capital  is  limited ;  that  their  revenue 
depends  entirely  on  the  success  of  their  exchange  speculations, 
the  managers  being,  it  is  supposed,  able  to  calculate  to  a  nicety 
the  tendency  of  exchange,  and  to  profit  accordingly ;  that  as  the 
profits  of  the  banks  are  obtained  from  exchange  speculations,  it  is 
to  their  advantage  that  exchange  should  continually  fluctuate  and 
fluctuate  as  much  as  possible.  It  is  even  alleged  that  the  banks 
deliberately  foster  a  speculative  and  gambling  spirit  in  the  com- 
munity ;  that  they  offer  greater  facilities  to  speculators  than 
genuine  merchants  ;  and  that  it  is  a  standing  menace  to  the 
stability  of  exchange  that  such  large  operators  should  exist  on  the 
market  whose  chief  means  of  acquiring  revenue  evidently  depends 
-on  exchange  fluctuations. 

The  idea  that  the  banks  are  able  to  infallibly  ffauge  the  move-  The  tttitiidft 
Clients  of  exchange  is  obviously  out  of  the  question.  The  ^  "^  ounu^ 
anxieties  of  a  bank  manager  would  be  greatly  mitigated  if  this 
were  the  case.  It  is  improbable  that  they  are  as  a  rule  able  to 
foresee  the  probable  fluctuation  for  more  than  a  few  hours  ahead. 
It  is  only  by  the  most  strenuous  and  consecutive  attention  that 
they  are  able  to  avoid  incurring  loss.  So  many  and  varied  are 
the  influences  that  bear  on  exchange  that  it  is  improbable  that 
the  largest  operators  are  not  often  deceived.  The  fact  that  the 
banks  have  to  a  great  extent  limited  their  credit  operations  is  true. 
The  disastrous  results  that  would  have  followed  had  their  business 
in  discounts,  loans,  mortgages,  &c.,  been  large,  may  be  judged  by 
the  embarrassed  condition  in  which  the  native  banks  find  them- 
selves to-day  on  account  of  such  transactions.  As  the  banks, 
however,  cannot  remain  idle,  they  have  been  driven  to  employ 
their  capital  chiefly  in  exchange  transactions.  Even  if,  tlierelore, 
as  is  true,  the  banks  depend  at  present  to  a  great  extent  on  their 
-exchange  operations  for  their  profits,  it  must  not  be  assumed  that 
they  adopt  this  obviously  inconvenient  course  out  of  choice.  It  is 
not  to  be  supposed  that  they  would  prefer  jobbing  in  exchange 
4^  ordinary  banking  business  were  they  not  driven  to  do  so  by  the 
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unsatisfactory  condition  of  commerce  brought  about  by  exchange- 
fluctuations. 

Any  scheme  which  is  devised  for  the  purpose  of  causing  a. 
rapid  rise  in  exchange  (the  Funding  Loan  of  189y,  for  instance,  was- 
avowedly  made  with  this  object)  must,  if  successful,  bring  about 
as  serious  complications  as  would  a  fall  in  exchange. 

If  necessary,  let  fresh  taxes  be  imposed  and  let  a  reserve 
fund  be  laid  by  as  a  means  whereby  the  Minister  of  Finance  may 
be  able  to  operate  so  as  to  coimteract  the  efforts  of  speculators  to 
cause  exchange  fluctuations. 

A  Minister  who  could  succeed  in  preventing  exchange  from 
fluctuating  more  than  a  Id.  during  the  space  of  two  years  would 
regenerate  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Speculation  in  exchange  will  continue  in  spite  of  any  laws  that 
may  be  devised  to  restrain  it,  as  long  as  exchange  continues  ta- 
fluctuate.     Let  exchange,  however,  once  cease  to  fluctuate,  and 
this  feature  which  has  so  retarded  and  hindered  the  advance  of  the 
country  must  disappear. 
Pari  and  A  considerable  stir  has  been  caused  in  commercial  circles  at 

^tUS^r*         ^^T&  by  a  recent  enactment  on  the  part  of  the  Congress  at  Mandoa. 
^^i^w2&a.         of  a  law  which  threatens  to  prejudice  the  trade  of  Pari  for  the 
advantage  of  the  trade  of  Amazonas.     For  many  years  Pari  was 
the  distributing  centre  for  the  whole  of  the  Amazon  Valley,  a  zone 
extending  inland  some  3,000  miles.     The  navigability  of  the  Biver 
Amazon  and  the  fact  that  not  only  is  Mandos  readily  accessible 
from  the  sea  but  that  ocean-going  steamers  proceed  direct  from 
Liverpool  even  as  far  as  Iquitos,  a  town  in  Peru  situated  some 
1,000  miles  further  up  the  river  than  Mandos,  seemed  to  point  to 
the  probability  that,  in  time,  Pard  would  lose  to  a  great  extent  its. 
importance  as  a  distributing  centre.    When,  in  1896,  the  project 
of   laying  a  sub-fluvial  cable  from  Pard  to  Mandos  was  carried 
through,  and  Mandos,  with  ample  shipping  facilities  and  tel^raphia 
communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  was  thus  endowed  with, 
all  the  advantages  of  a  seaport,  being  at  the  same  time  situated  in. 
the  very  heart  of  the  rubber-producing  district,  it  was  thought 
that  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  trade  of  the  Amazon  Valley 
would  shift  to  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Amazonas. 

Trade  has,  however,  a  conservative  tendency.  In  addition  to  this^, 

the  fact  that  the  sub-fluvial  cable  has  up  the  present  been  so  liable 

to  interruption  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  it,  has  caused 

a  large  proportion  of  the  trade  which  should  naturally  go  to  Mandos- 

to  remain  at  Pard.     Mandos  politicians  have  therefore  thought  fit 

to  pass  a  law,  the  obvious  purpose  of  which  is  to  force  those 

merchants   at  present   established  at  Pard  who  receive   rubber 

from   the    State    of   Amazonas  to  establish  themselves  for  the 

Bobber  to  be  future  at  Mandos.      By  this  law  it  is  enacted  that  cdl  rubber 

doliAiid boxed  extracted    from    the    forests   within    the    State    of    Amazonaa. 

•tluneof.      jjjust    be   cut   and   boxed    at    Mandos.      As   a  justification   of 

this  legislation  it  is  stated  that  the  revenue  collectors  are  not 

able  to  calculate  the  export  duties  in  a  satisfactory  manner  whilst 

the  rubber  is  in  *'  pelles/*  and  that  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  secure 
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the  interests  of  the  Treasury  that  the  "  fine "  rubber  should  be 
separated  from  the  "entrefine"  before  leaving  the  State.  As  soon  as 
the  cable  could  be  relied  upon  a  large  amount  of  trade  would 
naturally  of  its  own  accord  shift  to  Mandos,  foreign  banks  would 
open  branches  there,  and  the  trade  of  Amazonas  prosper  propor- 
tionately. As  long,  however,  as  the  cable  cannot  be  relied  upon, 
and  the  commercial  houses  at  Mandos  are  not  therefore  in  close 
touch  with  the  exchange  and  produce  markets,  a  merchant  buying  at 
Mandos  must  always  risk  a  great  loss,  especially  in  these  days  of 
excessive  exchange  fluctuations.  To  cover  this  he  must  allow  a 
greater  margin  of  profit  on  his  purchases. 

Hence,  by  compelling  the  rubber  to  change  hands  at  Mandos, 
when  the  facilities  which  would  naturally  cause  it  to  do  so  do  not 
exist,  the  Government  compels  the  exporting  merchant  to  pay  a 
smaller  price.  The  lower  price  paid  at  Manaos  immediately  re- 
acts on  that  being  paid  at  Para,  the  result  being,  as  is  usually  the 
case  when  any  attempt  is  made  to  forcibly  divert  the  stream  of 
commerce  from  the  channels  which  it  naturally  follows,  a  general 
loss  to  the  community. 

Although  the  effect  of  all  the  Amazonas  rubber  being  handled 
at  Mandos  would  deprive  Pard  of  a  considerable  amount  of  trade, 
yet  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  Pard  would  be  entirely  eclipsed. 
Calculating  the  total  crop  to  be  about  26,000  tons  per  annum, 
11,000  tons  up-river  rubber  would  probably  be  handled  at 
Manaos,  and  9,000  tons  island  rubber  at  Para.  Of  the  remaining 
6,000  tons  coming  from  the  adjoining  countries  of  Bolivia  and 
Peru  a  certain  quantity  would  still  be  handled  at  Pard,  thus  bring- 
ing up  the  trade  of  Pard  to  about  the  same  total  as  that  of 
Amazonas.  The  probabilities  of  increase  in  production  is  about 
the  same  for  both  States. 

There  is  not  any  special  featui'e  regarding  the  import  trade  import  twuie. 
during  the  year  1900  to  be  noted. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Annex  No.  2  that  the  income  of  the  custom- 
house has  decreased  during  the  past  year. 

Importation  on  the  whole  has  during  the  past  year,  owing  to 
the  general  depression  of  trade,  very  much  diminished. 

It  is  not  easy,  owing  to  the  lack  of  published  statistics,  to  draw  Britiih  trad«. 
any  satisfactory  conclusions  based  on  facts  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
British  trade  is  holding  its  own  against  that  of  its  competitors. 
The  general  opinion  is  that  it  is  decreasing  whilst  that  of 
Germany  and  the  United  States  is  increasing.  How  far  this  may 
be  true  it  is  hard  to  judge. 

In  this  connection  I  would  mention  that  it  appears  to  me  that  Commercial 
the  very  important  part  played  by  commercial  travellers  and*"^*^"*** 
special  agents  in  the  distribution  of  commodities  is  not  yet 
sufficiently  realised  by  British  manufacturers.  This  fact  has  been 
drawn  attention  to  by  many  persons  whose  opinions  are  the  result 
of  long  experience  and  mature  judgment.  British  manufacturers 
and  commercial  houses  are  still,  however,  far  behind  their  com- 
petitors in  enterprise  with  regard  to  this  very  important  detail  of 
their  business.      Insistence  on  a  matter  which  is  of  such  vital 
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importance  to  the  welfare  of  a  manufacturing  aud  exporting  nation 
will  therefore,  I  hope,  be  excused.  British  manufacturers,  if  they 
wish  to  hold  their  own  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  must  take 
more  interest  in  the  conditions  that  govern  the  distribution  of 
their  manufactures.  The  power  of  advertisement  is  sufficiently 
realised  as  regards  the  home  trade.  The  extent  to  which  wares 
may  be  forced  upon  the  market  by  this  means  is  well  known. 
Foreign  trade  must  be  pushed  on  similar  lines  as  the  home  trade  if 
British  merchants  are  to  hold  their  own  against  competitors.  It  is 
remarkable  that  manufacturers  and  export  firms  should  be  behind 
hand  in  this,  especially  as,  I  believe,  that  it  is  almost  the  only 
direction  in  which  they  are  really  behind  the  times.  The  way  to 
advertise  goods  abroad  is  by  means  of  capable  travellers.  A  great 
proportion  of  the  results  commonly  attributed  entirely  to  the  non- 
suitability  of  goods  of  British  manufacture  to  the  requirements  of 
foreign  markets  should,  I  think,  be  traced  rather  to  the  insufficiency 
of  travellers  and  special  agents  representing  British  firms.  Illus- 
trated catalogues  and  commercial  literature  are,  I  must  again  repeat, 
quite  useless  unless  presented  and  explained  to  possible  customers 
by  competent  and  interested  agents. 

Whilst  on  this  subject  I  would  venture  to  draw  attention  to 
another  point,  which,  although  it  has  already  been  pointed  out, 
is  not  yet,  I  think,  sufficiently  realised.  It  is  generally  stated  and 
believed  that  the  average  British  commercial  traveller  is  very  much 
inferior  to  his  f oieign  colleagues  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  in  his 
power  of  grasping  a  situation,  and  in  his  mastery  of  foreign 
languages.  How  far  this  is  based  on  fact  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  judge.  Certainly  many  individual  British  travellers  are  above 
the  average  standard  of  their  competitors  in  every  way.  Moreover 
the  history  of  the  British  nation  and  the  results  already  achieved 
would  lead  one  to  believe  that  when  a  real  necessity  has  been 
recognised,  its  members  are  generally  not  found  to  be  wanting  in 
resource  and  capacity  to  meet  the  demands  thereby  created*  Some 
years  ago  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  commercial  traveller  to  be  so 
alert,  adaptable,  and  capable  as  it  is  to-day.  At  present  there  is  a 
real  necessity  for  good  travellers  and  agents  of  British  nationality  and 
sympathies,  if  British  trade  is  not  to  lose  ground,  and  it  is  not,  I 
think,  too  much  to  suppose  that  these  will  be  forthcoming. 
Prejudice  on  the  part  of  employers  may,  however,  prove  a  great 
drawback  and  retard  the  advance  of  British  trade.  It  would  be  well 
if  manufacturers  and  export  houses  generally  would  realise  that  it 
is  an  absolute  necessity  if  their  interests  are  not  to  suffer  very 
seriously,  that  capable  travellers  and  agents  resident  abroad  of  British 
nationality  should  be  found,  trained,  and  employed.  It  would  be 
hard  to  lay  too  great  stress  on  this  point.  At  a  critical  period 
such  as  this,  when  international  competition  is  getting  keener  and 
keener  every  day ;  when  the  enormous  extent  and  value  of  British 
trade  is  attracting  the  envious  and  jealous  attention  of  the  world, 
it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  duties  of  advertising,  pushing, 
and  extending  that  trade,  should  not  be  left  to  be  performed  by 
persons  who,  however  excellent  their  intentions  may   be,    are 
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members  of  competing  nations,  and  who  must  always  he  inclined 
to  give  to  their  countrymen  the  advantages  of  their  experience 
and  capabilities,  acquired  often  at  British  expense,  whenever  the 
opportunity  occurs.  The  wide-spread  pracice  of  British  firms  to 
employ  foreign  agents  and  foreign  travellers  is,  I  think,  a 
thoroughly  short-sighted  policy,  and  accounts  to  a  very  large  extent 
for  the  foothold  that  goods  of  foreign  manufaciure  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  often  in  a  surprisingly  short  space  of  time,  on  markets 
which  but  a  few  years  ago  were  almost  entirely  held  by  British 
manufacturers.  I  have  often  heard  foreigners  comment  on  this 
lack  of  cohesion  on  our  part  as  remarkable. 

As  regards  manufactures  intended  for  this  district,  I  would 
without  specifying  any  particular  article  submit  the  toUowing 
considerations :  Whereas  in  a  well-to-do  country  typical  British 
goods,  that  is  to  say,  of  solid  manufacture,  durable  but  costly,  will 
generally  hold  their  own,  here,  as  in  many  other  countries,  the 
individual  purchaser  is,  as  a  rule,  poor.  He  will  always  buy  the 
cheaper  article  even  though  he  knows  the  quality  to  be  inferior. 
The  damp  climate,  moreover,  causes  many  articles  to  depreciate 
rapidly.  Hence  for  this  as  for  other  markets  where  the  same 
conditions  prevail,  cheapness  of  manufacture  is  to  be  aimed 
at  in  the  first  place,  and  durability  in  the  second  place. 

Cement  exported  to  Pard  by  British  manufacturers  is  put  up 
in  barrels  too  large  and  too  loosely  constructed.  The  smaller  and 
more  compact  barrels  used  to  packi  German  cement  are  better 
adapted  for  the  requii*ements  of  this  market. 

As  regards  the  exports  from  the  State  of  Para  there  is  nothing  Bxportt. 
particular  to  note.     Annex  10  will  be  found  to  give  a  more  or 
less  detailed  statement  of  the  principal  exports.     It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the   exports   have   not  decreased  in   spite  of  the 
financial  crisis  which  has  beset  the  market.   ^ 

From  June,  1898,  to  June,  1899,  the  total  value  of  the  produce 
handled  atPard  amounted  toabout  200,000  contosof  reis  (6,000,000i) 
at  the  exchange  then  ruling.  Of  tliis  total  about  3,500,000/.  repre- 
sents the  value  of  produce  obtained  from  the  State  of  Pard  itself ; 
2,000,000/.  that  of  produce  obtained  in  the  State  of  Amazonas, 
but  wldch  is  handled  at  Pard,  and  the  remaining  500,000/.  the 
value  of  produce  coming  from  the  neighbouring  Kepublics  of  Peru 
and  Bolivia  which  is  also  handled  at  Pard.  To  compare  with 
this  we  have  between  the  same  months  of  the  years  1899-1900,as  the 
total  value  of  exports  handled  at  Pard,  the  sum  of  222,000  contos 
of  reis,  equivalent  to  some  7,500,000/.  at  the  present  rate  of 
exchange.  Of  this  total  the  State  of  Pard  supplied  about 
4,000,000/.,  the  State  of  Amazonas  about  2,750,000/.,  Peru  and 
Bolivia  about  750,000/. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  these  figures  do  not  represent 
I  he  total  exports  from  the  Amazon  Valley,  but  only  those  handled 
at  Pard.  As  will  be  seen  by  Annexes  5  and  b,  a  large  quantity  of 
rubber  is  shipped  direct  from  Mandos  abroad. 

The   finances  of  the   State  are  in  a  somewhat  embarrassed  '^< 
condition,  chiefly  owing  to  lavish  expenditure  on  public  works 
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and  colonifiation.  Whereas  the  sums  spent  on  the  former  have 
been  well  employed  in  useful  if  not  revenue-bearing  works,  a  note 
of  which  will  be  found  elsewhere,  the  latter  expenditure  has  borne 
no  fruitful  results.  Although  under  certain  exceptional  conditions 
State-aided  immigration  has  proved  successful  (Italian  emigration  to 
St.  Paulo,  for  instance,  where  industries  suited  to  the  customs  and 
habits  of  the  immigrants  were  already  in  full  swing,  is  a  case  in 
point),  yet  as  a  rule  especially  if  the  object  be  to  start  new  industries, 
it  proves  a  failure.  The  State-aided  immigrant  is  not  as  a  rule 
made  of  the  stuff  required  in  a  pioneer.  The  attempt  to  establish 
agricultural  colonies  has  cost  the  State  dear,  but  has  produced 
no  result. 

The  Public  Debt  (Internal)  stood  in  1897  at  5,700,000  milreis 
(142,500i),  during  the  succeeding  four  years  4,300,000  milreis  of 
this  was  paid  off.  Fresh  liabilities  were,  however,  incurred  (chiefly 
with  the  Banco  do  Pard)  which  raised  the  total  indebtedness  of 
the  State  to  12,930,000  milreis  (500,000/.)  at  the  end  of  1900. 

To  meet  these  obligations  a  foreign  loan  of  500,000/.  has  been 
much  talked  about,  and  the  Brazilian  Legation  in  London  has 
been  authorised  to  represent  the  State  Government  in  the  matter. 
As  yet,  however  (January  30, 1901),  no  conclusion  has  been  reached 
although  the  negotiations  still  continue. 

Considering  that  the  State  has  a  population  of  about  500,000 
inhabitants,  and  that  the  value  of  the  exports,  which  the  State 
Government  has  the  exclusive  right  to  tax,  has  during  the  past 
four  years  averaged  about  3,000,000/.  per  annum,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  present  indebtedness  can  be  considered  as  relatively  very 
serious  if  retrenchment  were  for  the  future  guaranteed  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day.* 

Should  exchange  rise  the  currency  revenue  would  fall.  Tins, 
although  it  would  not  directly  embarrass  the  Grovemment  in  the 
payment  of  a  sterling  debt  (the  enhanced  value  of  the  currency 
counteracting  the  decrease  in  the  revenue)  would  indirectly  affect 
the  Government's  resources,  as  many  of  the  current  expenses  must 
be  paid  in  paper  currency.  In  this  connection  I  would  mention 
that  by  a  statesmanlike  measure  passed  by  Congress  a  few  years 
ago  many  of  the  expenses  of  administration,  such  as  the  salaries 
of  Government  ofiBcials,  are  calculated  on  a  gold  basis. 

A  considerable  sum  of  money  has  been  spent  in  useful  public 
works  during  the  past  four  years.  A  large  extension  of  street 
pavement  has  been  laid  down,  and  surface  drainage  effected. 

A  Sanitary  Commission  has  also  made  a  careful  survey  of  the 
town  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  satisfactory  drainage 
system.  For  lack  of  funds,  however,  this  work  has  not  yet  been 
completed. 

A  yellow  fever  isolation  hospital  has  been  built;  likewise  a 


•  There  in  eyery  «ign  that  the  present  Qt>vernor,  His  ExceUency  Dr. 
Augusto  Montenegro,  who  assumed  charge  of  the  G-oremment  on  February  1 
last  is  determined  to  reduce  the  public  expenditure.  A  large  number  of  sinecures 
haye  already  been  abolished,  and  yarious  adminiatratiye  details  altered  vrith.  the 
object  of  economy.    Para,  February  23, 1901. 
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large  public  hospital  for  general  medical  and  surgical  cases.  I  am 
dnformed  by  a  competent  authority  that  they  are  well  appointed 
-and  designed. 

A  Ifu^    and    costly  educational  establishment    named   the  EduotiioBAl 
^*  Instituto  Lauro  Sodr^ "  has  been  finished,  where  orphans   and  ••t^bliih- 
•destitute  children  are  educated  and  taught  a  trade  at  uie  expense  °^'^^* 
of   the    State.      In   completing    these    useful    institutions    the 
-administration  of  the  retiring  Governor,  His  Excellency  Dr.  Paes 
>de  Carvalho,  has  conferred  a  lasting  benefit  on  the  town. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  waterworks  could  not  have  also  been  Waterworks. 
H^mpleted  as  the  town  is  still  ill-supplied  wiUi  water.      Great 
•efforts  are,  however,  being  made  to  complete  the  laying  of  new 
mains  which  are  amply  large  enough  to  convey  sufiQcient  water  to 
supply  this  very  serious  want 

The  Para  Eiver  in  front  of   the  town  is  steadily  getting  Harbour 
^shallower  so  that  ocean-going  vessels  have  now  to  anchor  at  a  works, 
•distance  of  about  three  mUes  from  the  wharf. 

Harbour  works  have  been  very  much  talked  of,  and  it  was 
-expected  that  tenders  would  be  called  for.  The  financial  position 
-of  the  State  and  Federal  Governments  has,  however,  caused  the 
jnatter  to  be  postponed. 

The  erection  of  a  quarantine  station  on  Tatuoca  Island  offQuArantiM 
Pard  is  another  important  service  which  the  admiuistration  of^^^^n. 
Dr.  Paes  de  Carvalho  has  performed  for  the  trade  and  shipping 
«of  Para.    Ships  are  now  no  longer  sent  a  journey  of  some  2,500 
smiles  to  perform  quarantine. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  the  appearance  of  a  German  shippiag. 
line  of  steamers.  The  steamers  belong  to  the  Hamburg-American 
line.  For  some  30  years  two  British  Steamship  Companies  have 
more  or  less  held  a  monopoly  of  the  carrying  trade  between  Pari 
and  Europe,  and  Pard  and  the  United  States.  About  the  year 
1887  an  attempt  was  made  to  establish  an  American  line  of 
'Steamers  between  Para  and  New  York  and  before  that  a  Grerman 
line  had  for  a  short  time  tried  to  competa  Both  these  companies, 
ihowever,  disappeared. 

In  1896  an  Italian  line,  the  ligura  Brazileira,  heavily  subsi- 
•dised  by  the  Pard  and  Amazonas  Governments,  started  a  monthly 
service  between  Genoa  and  the  Amazon.  This  company  continues 
ito  send  two  ships  per  month. 

The  Hamburg- American  Steamship  Company  started  in  July, 
1900,  to  send  one  ship  per  month  from  Hamburg  to  Pard  and 
Mandos,  calling  at  Oporto,  Lisbon,  and  Madeira  on  the  way.  On 
-the  return  journey  they  generally  call  at  West  Indian  or  American 
ports.  They  have  obtained  fair  outward  cargoes,  but  have  always 
cleared  from  Brazil  practically  in  ballast,  as  the  10  per  cent  return 
on  freights  paid  to  those  shippers  who  ship  exclusively  by  the 
Britinh  companies  ships  has  prevented  them  from  obtaining  home- 
ward freights.  The  ships  average  about  1,200  tons  (net),  and 
having  but  little  passenger  accommodation,  they  Iiave  not  iuter- 
iered  with  the  business  of  the  British  companies  so  far.  It  is  not 
4t  fact  that  the  captains  and  agents  of  these  ships  have  been  able 
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to  obtain  special  facilities  with  regard  to  discharging,  as  has  beeii* 
stated,  or  that  they  have  been  able  to  discharge  quicker  into  the^ 
custom-house  than  has  hitherto  been  the  custom.  It  is  generally 
possible  to  discbarge  ships  rapidly  into  lighters  at  this  port,  if  th& 
lighters  are  available  and  the  ship  is  prepared  to  pay  for  them. 
The  lighters  are  discharged  into  the  custom-house,  however,  in 
strict  rotation,  and  no  preference  is  shown. 

To  meet  this  competition  the  British  companies  (the  Bed  Cross- 
and  Booth  lines)  have  increased  their  service  from  three  to  four- 
steamers  per  month. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  note  here  that  there  seems  every 
probability  of  a  considerable  trade  springing  between  this  port  and 
the  Biver  Plate.  The  Amazon  district  consumes  a  large  amount 
of  imported  beef,  canned  goods,  flour,  maize,  and  alfalfa  (hay). 
Both  the  United  States  and  Ai^ntina  export  these  goods.  Up 
to  the  present  time  the  United  States,  having  a  regular  service  of 
steamers  at  their  disposal,  have  enjoyed  an  advantage.  Even  so, 
however,  more  cattle  are  imported  from  Argentina  than  from  the 
United  States,  and  I  would  recommend  the  matter  to  the  considera- 
tion of  British  steamship  owners,  as  I  understand  that  foreign  Hues 
are  likely  to  attempt  to  secure  the  carrying  trade  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  discharge  of  cargo  into  the  custom-house  is  still  very  much 
retarded,  partly  owing  to  lack  of  facilities,  partly  owing  to  the 
complicated  nature  of  the  custom-house  routine,  which  would 
require  a  very  large  staff  to  enable  goods  to  be  rapidly  received 
and  delivered.  During  the  past  year  the  lack  of  funds  on  the  part 
of  the  merchants  for  the  payment  of  duties  has  caused  the  customs 
warehouses  to  become  much  congested  with  an  accumulation  of 
merchandise. 

The  result  of  all  this  is  that  the  demand  for  lighters  is  very 
great,  a  lighter  of  100  tons  capacity  commanding  a  rent  of  100- 
milreis  (4/.)  per  diem.    As  there  is  at  all  times  the  cargo  of  mora 
than  20  steamers  afloat  in  lighters,  and  goods  remain  as  a  rule  two- 
to  three  months  in  these  lighters,  it  wUl  be  seen  that  the  item,, 
lighter  hire,  which  is  paid  by  the  steamers,  is  a  heavy  charge. 

Owing  to  the  continued  droughts  in  Ceard,  which  have  reduced 
the  popidation  of  that  once  thickly-populated  and  prosperous 
State  to  a  condition  of  dire  necessity,  the  stream  of  emigration 
thence  to  the  Northern  States  continues  unabated.  It  is  probable 
that  not  less  than  40,000  immigrants  entered  Para  and  Ajnazonaa 
during  the  year  1900. 

Although  yellow  fever  has  not  during  the  past  years  assumed 
an  epidemic  form  on  the  Amazon,  yet  a  suflBcient  number  of  cases 
occurred  to  cause  a  certain  amount  of  anxiety  to  new  comers. 

The  following  figures  will  show  that,  on  the  whole,  this  disease,, 
although  inasmuch  as  in  many  cases  it  proves  itself  quite  beyond 
the  control  of  medical  science,  it  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
scourges  of  sub-tropical  towns,  is  not  always  so  serious  a  menace 
to  life  as  is  often  supposed.  Between  the  months  of  April  and 
December,  1900,  inclusive,  514  casei9  of  yellow  fever  were  treated 
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at  the  hospital,  of  which  199  ended  fatally.  This,  in  a  city  of 
120,000  inhabitants,  gives  i  per  cent  of  cases  and  -^  per  cent,  of 
deaths  approximately  during  the  nine  months.  As  a  certain 
number  of  cases  are  treated  in  private  houses,  and  so  do  not  appear 
in  these  returns,  the  percentage  of  C€tses  quoted  must  be  taken  as 
rather  below  than  above  the  average. 

The  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  after  the  excellent 
work  which  it  has  performed  with  regard  to  malaria,  has  recently 
turned  its  attention  to  yellow  fever.  An  expedition,  composed  of 
two  doctors,  sent  by  the  School,  arrived  at  Pari  in  August,  1900, 
to  study  the  etiology  of  this  disease.  It  is  sad  to  have  to  record 
that  one  of  these,  Dr.  Walter  Myers,  was  called  upon  to  lay  down 
his  life  in  the  service  of  humanity  and  in  the  advancement  of 
knowledge. 

After  some  six  months  of  work  at  the  Yellow  Fever  Hospital 
his  promising  career  was  cut  short  by  an  attack  of  yellow  fever  of 
the  most  virulent  type.  His  companion,  Dr.  Durham,  although 
stricken  at  tlie  same  time  by  the  same  disease,  was  fortunately 
spared,  and  his  investigations  will  probably  throw  a  fresh  light  on 
the  causes  and  remedies  of  this  terrible  disease. 

The  Amazon  Telegraph  Company  have  been  to  a  certain  extent  Sub-fluTiiI 
successful  in  their  efforts  to  establish  telegraphic  communication  ^    ' 
between  Para  and  Manios.     The  sub-fluvial  cable,  which  had  been 
interrupted  for  some  two  years,  was  in  the  spring  of  1899  repaired, 
and  has  since  that  date,  although  still  subject  to  frequent  inter- 
ruptions, been  of  the  greatest  use  to  the  commerce  of  this  district. 
The  company  has  also  constructed  about  100  miles  of  terrestrial  ^^^  ^^* 
telegraph  from  Manaos  to  a  place  called  Itacoatiara,  following  the 
left  bank  of   the   river.     The  line  is  to  be  continued  as  far  aa 
Parantintins,  some  200  miles  further  down  the  River  Amazonas. 
In  view  of  the  good  results  given  by  the  piece  of  line  already 
constructed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  arrangements  will  be  made  to 
continue  the  land  line  until  it  reachc3  Pari  it?3lf. 

For  many  years  the  territory  in  dispute  batweeu  France  and  Boundariei. 
Brazil,  lying  on  the  right  bank  of  the  River  Oyapoc,  was  the  cause  -^™*P*» 
of  ill-feeling  between  the  two  nations  and  even  led  on  one  occasion 
to  bloodshed.  This  question  has  now  fortunately  been  settled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both.  The  Swiss  Arbitrators,  into  whose  hands 
the  matter  was  put,  have  decided  that  the  River  Oyapoc  shall  be 
the  division  between  the  two  countries,  thereby  disallowing  the 
claim  made  by  France  to  include  the  territory  lying  to  the  south 
of  that  river  and  known  as  the  Amapd  district  in  the  Colony  of 
French  Guiana. 

Although  the  Amapd  district  is  of  no  great  value  or  importance 
at  present,  yet  satisfaction  has  been  felt  at  this  award  by  Brazilians 
in  general  and  especially  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  State,  who  took 
a  very  great  sentimental  interest  in  the  question. 

As  regards  the  general  conditions  which  govern  commerce,  AmsMovms, 
Manaos  is  so  intimately  connected  with  Para  that  the  foregoing  8®^"J^ 
review  of  the  situation  at  the  latter  may  be  taken  to  apply  to  the  ^^®™*'    ®"* 
former  city. 

(748)  B 
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As  has  been  already  remarked,  there  seems  to  be  every  ndica- 
tion  that  the  commerce  of  Manaos  will  make  rapid  strides  in  the 
near  future.  The  great  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  the  city  at 
present  is  the  lack  of  telegraphic  communication  with  the  rest  of 
the  world  ;  this,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  overcome.  The  problem 
of  keeping  sub-fluvial  cables  in  repair  seems,  however,  to  be  a 
difficult  one  to  solve. 

There  has  J.)een  some  talk  of  establisliing  macliinery  for  the 
preliminary  treatment,  i.e.  cutting,  washing  and  rolling  of  the 
rubber  at  Manaos.  It  is  hard  to  see  exactly  what  the  advantage 
of  this  would  be.  A  person,  well-known  and  lai'gely  interested 
in  the  rubber  trade  at  New  York,  has  recently  stated  that  it  w^ould 
be  better  if  the  rubber  could  be  exported  direct  as  it  comes  from 
the  estates  in  "  pelles  "  without  being  even  cut  as  it  is  at  present 
at  Manaos  and  Pani. 

The  Manaos  Railway  Company,  which  constructed  the  electric 
railway  in  the  city  of  Manaos,  is  said  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  that  enteq^rise.  Both  that  company,  however,  and  the 
Italian  Steamship  Company  have  met  v/ith  difficulty  in  collecting 
the  subsidies  due  to  tliem  from  the  State  Government.  The 
finances  of  the  State  are  still  in  a  very  much  embarrassed 
condition,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  strict  economy  rules  at  Mandos 
as  at  Para  at  the  present  time.  It  will  take  some  time,  however, 
to  mend  matters,  so  heavy  were  the  obligations  incurred  in 
the  past. 

The  Acre  question,  although  still  affording  an  opportunity  to 
certain  adventurers  to  create  disturbances  in  the  contested  territory 
where  the  so-called  *'  Acre  Free  State  "  has  been  proclaimed,  seems 
to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  be  settled.  A  mixed  Commission,  composed 
of  Brazilian  and  Bolivian  engineers,  is  at  present  on  the  way  to 
discover  the  source  of  the  Javary  Kiver.  When  that  point  is  fixed 
they  will  proceed  to  demarcate  the  boundary,  which  is  to  follow  a 
straight  line  drawn  from  the  junction  of  the  River  Beni  and  the 
Eiver  Madeira  at  a  place  named  Villa  Bella  (lat.  10°  20'  S.)  to 
the  source  of  the  Javary. 

The  Anglo-Brazilian  Frontier  between  the  State  of  Amazonas 
and  the  Colony  of  British  Guiana  is  still  undecided,  and  continues 
from  time  to  time  to  cause  anxiety  to  ultra-patriotic  journalists. 
Although  the  territory  in  question,  the  Rio  Branco  district,  is  not 
large  and  of  practiaiUy  no  value,  yet  it  would  be  satisfactory  for 
both  nations  if  the  boundary  could  be  once  and  for  all  settled. 

To  sum  up  the  foregoing  observations,  it  may  be  said  that  this 
district  has,  during  the  past  year,  experienced  a  very  severe 
monetary  crisis,  owing  to  the  rise  that  has  taken  place  in 
exchange  in  the  first  place,  and  owing  to  reckless  trading  in  the 
second  place.  That  although  it  will  take  some  time  for  the 
market  to  recover,  yet  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs 
will  certainly  give  place  to  renewed  prosperity  should  the  quantity 
and  value  of  the  exports  keep  up  as  there  seems  every  probability 
of  their  doing,  judging  from  returns  up  to  date.  That  similar 
crises  may  be  expected  to  occur,  however,  on  every  occasion  when 
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a  sudden  rise  in  exchan<re  takes  place  owing  w  the  inherent 
conditions  of  the  trade,  conditions  which  cannot  alter  for  many 
years  to  come.  That  should  the  recently  enacted  law  compelling 
the  cutting  of  rubber  at  Mantios  remain  in  force,  a  considerable 
amount  of  business  at  present  transacted  at  Pani  will  be  for  the 
future  transacted  at  Mantios,  to  the  benefit  of  that  city  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  Para.  That  the  State  of  Para,  although  embarrassed 
financially,  is  not  indebted  to  an  unreasonable  extent  when  the 
resources  of  the  State  are  taken  into  consideration. 


The  following  figures  will  Bhow  that  the  entries  of  rubber  at 
Pani  up  to  the  end  of  February,  1901,  were  slightly  below  the 
corresponding  entries  up  to  the  end  of  Februaiy,  1900.  This  is 
due  to  the  accumulation  of  rubber  at  Maniios  brought  about  by  the 
law  previously  referred  to.  The  deficit  will  probably,  however,  be 
made  up  before  the  end  of  June,  1901. 

As  the  "  aviamentos,"  i,e.  consignments  of  goods  up  country, 
have  very  much  diminished  this  spring  as  compared  to  those  sent 
up  last  spring,  it  is  possible  that  the  crop  for  1901-02  will  be 
smaller  than  that  for  1900-01.  There  is  a  great  divergence  of 
opinion  on  this  point  however. 

Table  showing  Entries  of  Rubber  at  Pani  from  July  to  February 

in  the  Years  1899-1900  and  1900-01. 


Islands    • 
Up-river . 
Cauoho   • 

•  •  •         •  •         • « 

•  •  •         •  •         •  • 

•  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Total 

Quantity. 

1899-1900. 

1900-01. 

Tons. 

7,149 
10,375 

1,286 

Tons. 
6,636 
9,220 
1,107 

18,760 

17,023 
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Annex  1. — See  Table  facing. 


Annex  2. — Customs  Revenue  collected  at  Pari  during  the 

Years  1898-1900. 


1898 
1899 
1900 


•• 


Amount. 


MilreU. 
22,791,112 
27,609,191 
20,681,674 


£ 
676,000 
810,000 
800,000 


*  Approximate. 


Annex  3. — Bevknue  of   the  State  of  Pard  during  the  Financial 

Years  1897-98  to  1899-1900. 


Amount. 

CurrenCj, 

Sterling.f 

1897-98          

1898-99          

1899-1900 

•  • 
24^670,000« 

£ 

660,000 

781,000 

1,000,000 

*  1  DiilreiB  eqoalf  about  lOd. 
t  Approximate. 
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Annex  4. — Showing  the  Total  Yearly  Crop  of  Rubber  from  the 
Amazon  Valley  (including  Bolivia  and  Peru)  during  the 
Years  1877-1900. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1877    

1878    

1879    

1880    

1881    

1882    

1883    

1884    

1885    

1886    

1887    

1888    

1889    

1890    

1891    

1892    

1893    

1894 

1896    

1896    

1897    

1898    

1899    

1900    

Tons. 
7,698 
7,898 
7,926 
8,636 
9,492 
10,018 
11,168 
11,782 
12,696 
13,390 
16,690 
16,990 
16,300 
16,890 
18,480 
18,990 
19,730 
19,470 
20,981 
22,315 
22,267 
26,874 
26,374 
26,693 
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Annex  6. — ^Libt  of  Exporters  of  Eubber  from  Pari  and  Man4os 

during  the  Year  1899-1900. 


Quantity. 

United 
States. 

Europe. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

FjIOM  PABi. 

Omok,  Prusse,  and  Go. 

8,061 

3,367 

5,448 

Adalbert  H.  Alden 

3,032 

1,182 

4,214 

Frank  da  Costa  and  Co 

2,802 

1,651 

8,958 

The  Sean  Par&  Rubber  Company     . . 

1,908 

•  • 

1,908 

Bud.  Zeitz        

250 

896 

1,145 

Denis  Cronan  and  Co 

107 

349 

466 

B.  Suares  and  Co.       .  •         •  • 

•  • 

384 

334 

Mello  and  Co 

•  • 

227 

227 

H.  A.  Astlett 

187 

16 

208 

Henry  Airlie  and  Co.  . .         •  •         . . 

105 

71 

176 

Kanthack  and  Co 

82 

101 

183 

Comptoir  Col.  Franrnda          .  • 
B.  A.  Antunes  and  Co. 

•  • 

132 

132 

•  • 

101 

101 

Sundry  exporters         .  •         •  • 

61 

184 

245 

Total 

10,065 

8,610 

18,676 

From  Maitaos. 

« 

Fruase  Dusendsolion  and  Co 

778 

1,090 

1,868 

Witt  and  Co 

825 

506 

1,831 

ManuB  and  Levy         

11 

1,144 

1,166 

Bud.  Zeitz        

89 

400 

489 

Adelbert  H.  Alden 

856 

49 

405 

Comptoir  Col.  Franfais          •  • 

4 

337 

341 

J.  H.  Andressen          

22 

276 

298 

Brocklehurst  and  Co » 

112 

138 

250 

Kahn  Pollack  and  Co 

•  • 

198 

198 

Luiz  Schill  and  Co.     . .         .  •         • . 

•  • 

144 

144 

Mello  and  Co.              

4 

126 

129 

J.  A.  de  Freitas  and  Co 

26 

77 

108 

Moray  and  Aguiar 

■  • 

119 

xl9 

Sundry  exporters         

187 

266 

442 

Iquitoe  merehanta       

•  • 

944 

944 

Total 

2,409 

6,797 

8,206 

Grand  total 

12,474 

14,407 

26^881 
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Annex  7. — ^Table  showing  the  Shipments  of  Eubber  to  the  United 
States  and  Europe  (Total  Rubber  Crop  of  the  Amazon  Valley) 
during  the  Years  1896-97  to  1899-1900. 


Qnantitj. 

1896-97. 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

United  SUtet  .. 
Europe 

Tons. 
9,848 
12,368 

Tons. 

11,422 

10,796 

Tons. 

12,398 

12,848 

Tons. 

12,474 

14.407 

Total., 

22,216 

22,218 

25,246 

26,881 

Annex  8. — Exportation  of  Cocoa  from  the  Amazon  Valley 

during  the  Year  1900. 


Exporter. 

Quantity. 

Europe. 

United  States. 

1         Total 

1 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Denis  Crouan  and  Co.. . 

1,729 

•  • 

1,729 

Frank  da  Costa  and  Co.          •  • 

516 

•  • 

516 

Bud.  Zietz        

174 

121 

295 

Adelbert  H.  Alden       . . 

•  • 

101 

101 

Singlehnrst,  Brocklehurst  and 

Co 

8 

•  • 

8 

Sundry  small  shippers. . 
Exported  from  Manftos 

204 

•  • 

204 

116 

•  ■ 

116 

Total 

2.747 

222 

1 

2,969 

Annex  9. — Exportation  of  Brazil  Nuts  from  Pard  and  Manaoa. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

New  York. 

Europe. 

Total. 

1898 
1899 
1900 

Tons. 
3,005 
5,575 
1,089 

Tons. 
3,327 
5,000 
1,725 

Tons. 

6,332 

10,575 

2.814 
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Annex  11. — Feeights. 


From  Far4  to — 
Liverpool 
Havre. . 
New  York     . 


Measurement).  ^  '* 


2  5 
2  6 
2    2 


f.    t. 

2  10 
2  10 
1  14 


Cocoa  (per  Ton 
Weight). 


t    t. 

1  10 
1  10 
1  12 


NoTB. — One  ton  of  rubber  by  measurement  equals  about  two  tons  bj  weight. 
To  the  freights  here  quoted  must  be  added  10  per  cent,  primage. 
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Beport  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 

Pemanvbuco  for  the  Years  1899-1900 

By  Mil  Consul  Howard. 

(Reoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  A^:ril  15, 1901.) 

The  staple  products  of  the  State  of  Pemambuco  are  sugar  <3^eneT•l 
and     cotton,     and     on     the     successful     production     of     these  ^^Tf^-  ^'lono 
crops    the    general    prosperity    of     the    community    depends; 
although  the  extent  of  cereal  crops,  maize,  beans,  and  manioc 
greatly  affects  the  import  trade  by  increasing  the  spending  power 
of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  population  and  of  the  labouring 
classes.     In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  while  the  rate  of 
exchange  on  London  ruled  between  7d  and  8d.  per  milreis,  this 
State  enjoyed  abnormally  high  prices  for  its  cotton,  the  result  of  High  cotton 
the   shortage  in  the  American  and  Egyptian  cotton  crops,  and  P"°<*  *^ 
besides  the  enhanced  gold  value  thus  obtained,  nature  provided  ^^  oo*to» 
one  of  the  largest  crops  ever  picked.      Under  these  favourable 
circumstances  one  would  naturally  look  for  larger  imports  and 
good  trade  generally,  piore  especially  as  the  prices  of  sugar  were 
also  high  and  a  fair  crop  was  then  being  harvested. 

This,  however,  was  not  the  case.     Importing  houses  complained  Dull  import 
that  no  money  was  coming  back  from  the  interior  and  the  demand  ^^^^^ 
was  diminishing  for  everything  but  food-stuffs,  such  as  cod-fish, 
flour,  rice,  and  jerked  beef,  which  were  wanted- owing  to  the 
partial  failure  of  the  cereal  crops  and  to  the  drought  in  the 
neighbouring  State  of  Ceard.     It  is  thought  that  the  cause  of  the 
depression  nmst  be  looked  for  in  the  ever-increasing  taxation ;  Increased 
in  the  stamp  taxes  which  hamper  trade  and  increase  the  cost  of  *^»^ation. 
the  goods ;  in  the  gold  duties,  in  the  collection  of  which  a  loss  ^**™P "" 
in   the  exchange  is  entailed  on  importers;    and  finally  in   the 
unnecessary  delay  created  by  the  custom-house  officials  in  the 
clearance    of    imported    goods.     It   often    happens    that    goods 
entering  the  customs  are  detained  one,   two,  or  three  months, 
and    even    longer    before    being    cleared,    a    portion    of    this 
delay,    sometimes    a    month    or    more,  takes    place    after    the 
duties  have  been  paid.     The   cause  of   this  delay  is  the   time  Goods 
taken  in  the  examination  of  the  merchandise  before  the  duties  delajed.  in 

(760)  A  2  ourtom-house. 
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^tatiitics. 


Cod-fish. 


are  allowed  to  be  calculated  previous  to  their  payment ;  and  the 
examination  of  the  same  packages  after  the  duties  have  been  paid. 
This  delay  necessitates  longer  credit  and  increases  the  cost  of  the 
goodS  by  the  extra  interest  incurred.  Thus,  the  import  trade 
commenced  the  year  under  unfavourable  circumstances,  notwith- 
standing the  high  prices  then  being  paid  for  sugar  and  cotton. 
As  the  year  progressed  the  rate  of  exchange  rose  till,  by  a  reck- 
less speculation  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  rate  was  forced  up  to  I4d. 
per  milreis  in  July,  only  to  quickly  decline  during  the  same 
month  to  lOrf.  per  milreis,  at  which  level  it  remained  for  the  rest 
of  the  year.  But  the  result  of  the  speculation  was  disastrous 
and  adversely  affected  the  import  trade,  causing  a  feeling  of 
uncertainty  and  distrust,  while  credit  was  greatly  restricted. 

The  new  crops  of  sugar  and  cotton  commenced  somewhat 
late  and  are  smaller  than  the  previous  year,  more  especially 
cotton,  while  the  prices  for  both  staples  are  far  below  those 
current  in  January  to  March,  and  show  every  tendency  to  go 
lower,  not  only  in  their  gold  value  in  the  consuming  markets  of 
the  world,  but  also  in  currency,  as  the  value  of  the  paper  milreis 
is  enhanced  by  a  rising  exchange.  The  year,  therefore,  finishes  in 
crisis,  with  credits  restricted,  increased  import  duties  and  an 
insufficiency  of  a  circulating  medium  for  the  requirements  of 
the  market,  owing  to  the  burning  of  the  paper  currency  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provision  to  this  effect  in  the  Funding  Loan  of  1898, 
viz. :  "  The  paper  money  deposited  will  either  be  withdrawn  from 
circulation  and  destroyed,  or,  when  the  exchange  is  favourable, 
will  be  applied  in  the  purchase  of  Bills  on  London  in  favour  of 
Messrs.  N.  M.  Rothschild  &  Sons,  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  a 
Fund  towards  the  fut-ure  payment  in  gold  of  the  interest  on  the 
Loans  and  Railway  Guarantees." 

The  difficulty,  which  has  always  been  experienced  here  in 
obtaining  any  reliable  statistics,  has  been  even  more  accentuated 
during  the  last  two  years,  as  none  have  been  published  in  any 
complete  form. 

Annex  1  is  a  table  drawn  up  on  the  system  of  calculating 
the  official  value  employed  in  the  customs  department.  This 
system  must  be  faulty,  as  seen  in  many  items,  notably  cod-fish, 
flour,  and  jerked  beef ;  moreover,  the  classifying  under  one  head  of 
jerked  beef,  cod-fish,  kerosene  oil,  lard,  other  oleaginous  substances, 
as  well  as  tinned  meats  and  tinned  fish,  is  unsatisfactory.  The 
reason  of  this  classification  is  that  the  customs  tariff  for  all  these 
articles  is  the  same,  and  comes  under  one  head.  This  table, 
however,  may  have  this  merit,  that  it  shows  the  proportion  of 
imports  from  the  different  countries,  although  the  total  amounts 
may  be  quite  wrong. 

Annex  2  is  another  incomplete  table  of  imports  for  1899, 
taken  from  the  scanty  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

Annex  3  gives  the  imports  of  cod-fish  from  Newfoundland  for 
the  last  10  years,  which  may  be  relied  upon  as  correct.  The 
increased  consumption  of  71,222  drums,  or  30  per  cent,  in  1900, 
was  due  to  the  drought  in  the  neighbouring  State  of  Ceard. 
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The  importationB  of  jerked  beef  compare  as  follows : — 


Jerked  beef. 


From — 

1899. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

1 

Value. 

Birer  Plate  ports 

Kio  Grande  do  Sul     . . 

Tons. 
18,327 
7,162 

£ 
688,080 
264,994 

Tons. 
15,798 
7,195 

£ 
631 ,920 
266,245 

Total     .. 

20,489 

798,074 

22,993 

898,166 

Hour  increases  the  already  heavy  bill  for  imported  food-stuflfe  Flour, 
to  the  following  extent : — 


1899. 


1900. 


From — 


United  States 
Austria-Hungary  .. 
Argentina   .. 
Bio  de  Janeiro 


Barrels 

I) 
Bags 


Total 


Quantity.        Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

178,056 
78,408 
16,070 
11,220 

£ 

178,056 

98,010 

7,535 

6,610 

176,273 
80,880 
12,750 
27,096 

£ 

175,278 

101,100 

6,376 

18,548 

•  • 
1 

289,211 

•  • 

296,296 

Eice  also  has  been  largely  imported,  about  75   per  cent,  of  Bio©- 
which  is  brought  from  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  instead  of  from 
Liverpool  as  formerly,  owing  to  the  keen  competition  and  lower 
freights  of  the  German  lines  of  steamers,  to  which  reference  is 
made  later  under  the  heading  of  "  Shipping  and  Navigation." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Pernambuco  is  a  distributing 
centre  for  the  neighbouring  States,  more  especially  of  Ceard,  Rio 
Grande  do  Norte,  and  Parahyba,  which  take  a  proportion  of  the 
cod-fish,  flour,  jerked  beef,  and  rice,  but  the  amount  expended  on 
imported  food  still  remains  enormous  and  inexplicable  in  view  of 
the  great  fertility  of  the  country,  and  one  is  tempted  to  ask,  how 
can  a  country  so  rich  in  itself  prosper  and  advance  when  the  food 
bill  forms  the  chief  item  of  its  imports  ? 

Imports  of  coal  for  the  past  two  years  have  been  66,303  tons  Coal, 
of  the  value  of  130,948t  in  1899,  and  73,911  tons  valued  at 
151,270/.  in  1900.  With  the  rise  in  price  last  year,  experiments 
have  been  made  in  the  importation  of  American  coal  to  the  extent 
of  4,000  tons,  costing  6,500/.,  with,  I  am  told,  satisfactory  results. 
But  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  small  shipments  ol  Lanca- 
shire and  Newcastle  coal  the  balance  is  all  imported  from  South 
Wales. 

Annexes  4  and  5  give  the  exports  for  the  past  season  1899-1900,  Exports, 
the  value  of  which  is  not  published,  but  which  may  be  taken  as  Value, 
(760)  '        A  3         8,100,000/. 
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1,850,000/.  in  sugar ;  750,000/.  in  cottion ;  and  500,000/.  in  rum ; 
goatskins,  cotton-seed  and  minor  exports. 

Annexes  6  and  7  show  the  extent  of  the  sugar  and  cotton 
crops  for  the  past  10  years. 

In  Annexes  8  and  9  are  given  the  returns  of  all  shipping  at  the 
port  of  Pernambuco  for  1899  and  1900,  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
mention  that  the  Brazilian  mercantile  marine  has  not  increased 
since  1898,  the  figures  for  1899  being  392  vessels,  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  359,244  tons,  and  for  1900,  401  vessels,  with  333,632 
tons.  The  increase  in  the  price  of  coal  and  the  falling-off  of  exports 
of  sugar  to  the  southern  ports  of  the  Republic,  together  with  general 
decrease  in  the  coasting  trade,  may  account  for  the  stagnation  in 
native  shipping  interests,  but  it  is  a  moot  point  whether  the 
management  of  steamship  lines  may  not  be  at  fault.  The  "  Lloyd 
Brazileiro "  Company,  with  a  very  fine  fleet  of  Clyde-built 
steamers,  has  become  bankrupt,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  receivers, 
the  Banco  da  Bepublica,  and  many  other  native  steamers  are 
lying  up  in  Rio  Harbour,  proving  that  the  "  Lei  de  Cabotagem,"  or 
Coastwise  TraflBc  Law  is  not  altogether  a  successful  measura 

British  shipping  just  barely  holds  its  own,  French  is  falling-off, 
while  the  Germans  are  showing  a  marked  activity  in  securing  the 
carrying  trade  with  South  America,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following : — 


G-erman. 

Year. 

Number  of 
YesaeU. 

Tona. 

1898        

1899        

1900        

70 
-     62 

84 

105,616 
106,388 
159,768 

Not  only  are  the  German  lines  mcreasing  their  fleets  and  the 
size  of  their  steamers,  but  they  are  competing  successfully  in  the 
passenger  trade  as  well  as  in  cargo.  A  somewhat  remarkable 
feature  was  the  recent  charter  of  a  British  steamer  to  run  for  one 
of  the  Hamburg  lines,  and  thus  help  the  competition  with  British 
tonnage.  Owing  to  this  competition  a  good  deal  of  the  trade  in 
rice,  cement,  dry  goods,  hardware,  and  other  goods,  which  was 
formerly  carried  from  Liverpool,  has  now  gone  to  Bremen  and 
Hamburg. 
Apathy  of  an  A  subsidy  has  been  ofiered  to  a  British  shipping  com- 
-English  line,  pany  by  the  Federal  Government,  for  two  monthly  calls  at 
the  port  of  Macei6,  once  outwards  and  once  homewards,  which 
has  not  yet  been  accepted,  and  now  the  "Hamburg-Sud 
Amerikanische  Dampfschiffahrts  Gesellschaft "  and  the  "Ham- 
burg-American line  "  are  trying  to  obtain  it,  and  will  doubtless 
succeed  if  the  British  line  fails  to  respond  to  the  ofier  of  the 
subsidy  provided  for  in  the  last  Budget  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 
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It  is  vsatisfactory  to  note  that  the  bulk  of  the  exports  from  Sxports  in 
here  and  neighboming  ports  is  carried  in  British  bottoms,  and  Bntith 
very  good  freights   were  current  in   the  first  half  of  the  year,  ^'^**<«*^- 
the  average  rates  being  20s.  per  ton  for  sugar  to  the  United  States,  Freighti. 
and  to  Liverpool  176*.  6d.  per  ton  for  sugar,  25s.  to  27s.  6d.  per  ton 
for  cotton-seed,  and  |d.  to  ^d.  per  lb.  for  cotton.      From  October 
to  December  the  rates  liav^  ruled  from  15j?.  to  16s.  per  ton  to  the 
United  States,  for  which  market  large  shipments  of  sugar  have 
been    made,  and  to  Liverpool  sugar  has   been   carried  in  small 
parcels  at  I5s.  per  ton,  cotton-seed  at  20s.  to  22s.  6d.  per  ton,  and 
cotton  at  |rf.  per  lb. 

In  Maeeio  a  new  tax  has  been  imposed  by  the  State  of 
Alairoas  of  2  per  cent,  on  the  freight  earned  on  the  merchandise 
exported  thence,  which  is  another  impost  in  disguise,  on  the 
already  overtaxed  products  of  that  State,  but  which  the  ship- 
owner is  called  upon  to  pay. 

Tenders  were  called  for  on  July  23  last  for  harbour  improve-  Pablio  worki. 
ments,  including  a  scheme  for  docks  and  warehouses,  with  a  long  Harboor 
quay  extending  800  metres  (875  yards),  alongside  of  which  a  depth  worki. 
of  water  of  27  feet  was  to  be  obtained  by  dredging,  to  allow  of 
vessels  moored  alongside  to  discharge?  or  load  at  any  state  of  the 
tide. 

Nothing,  however,  was  done,  and  the  harl)our  is  in  a  very  Harbour 
unsatisfactory  state,  the  sand  and  mud  having  silted  up  in  various  silting  up. 
places  on  the  water  frontage  where  lighters  are  now  discharged 
and  loaded,  with  the  consequence  that  they  are  very  frequently 
aground  at  low  tide  as  the  bottom  is  uneven,  and  one  part  or  other 
of  the  lighter  is  aground  and  remains  straining  till  the  seams 
open  and  the  cargo  is  damaged. 

Dredging  is  done  in  a  perfunctory  manner  by  the  Federal  Dredginit? 
Grovemment,  but  not  in  the  places  mentioned  above ;  the  work 
deemed  more  necessary  is  that  of  deepening  the  channel  inside 
the  reef,  where  vessels  now  discharge  into,  and  load  from,  lighters. 

The  delay  in  discharging  lighters  at  the  custom-house  con-  Cu»tom-houi« 
tinues,  and  no  improvements  have   been  contemplated   in   this^f^J*"* 
direction,  thus  great  loss  is  entailed  on  importing  merchants  and  lighten?*  ° 
ship-owners,  of  which  latter  the  British  shipping  suffers  the  most, 
being  the  largest  carriers. 

The  quarantine  station  at  Tamandare  remains  unfinished,  and  Qua»ntin<» 
its  internal  arrangements  incomplete,  while  no  money  has  been  ■^*"*°- 
voted  by  Congress  to  plae«  this  institution  on  a  proper  footing 
after  the  thousands  of  contos  de  reis  which  have  been  expended 
oil  it,  both  at  Fernando  da  Noronha  and  at  Tamandare. 

Nothing  further  has    been    done    to   utilise  the   Island   of  Coaling 
Fernando  da  Noronha  for  a  coaling  station,  tenders  for  which  were  't**^^^^^ 
called  for  by  the  State  Government  in  1897,  but  excluding  all 
foreigners.     Perhaps  a  genuine  tender  by  a  first-class  British  firm 
would  now  be  entertained. 

The  amalgamation  of  the  two  British  companies,  the  Brazilian  Telegraphi. 
Submarine  Telegraph  Company  with  the  Western  and  Brazilian 
Telegraph  Company,  was  carried  out  during  1900,  and  the  service 
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of  the  company  continueH  to  be  excellent  Telegraphic  communi- 
cation with  the  outside  world  is  also  provided  by  the  South 
American  Cable  Company,  vi&  Fernando  da  Noronha  and  Senegal, 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  the  Govenunent  land  line  up 
and  down  the  coast  and  to  several  towns  in  the  interior  gives 
additional  facilities. 
lUilw«T«>.  The  only  piece  of  new  railway  work  in  this  Consular  district 

is  the  linking  of  the  Great  Western  Railway  in  this  State  to  the 
"  Conde  d'Eu  "  EaUway  in  the  State  of  Parahyba,  the  rails  being 
now  laid  to  Itabaiana,  and  the  branch  will  shortly  be  completed 
to  Pilar,  in  Parahyba,  the  terminus  of  the  latter  company.  The 
amalgamation  of  these  two  companies  has  been  determined  upon, 
and  will  shortly  be  carried  out,  thus  effecting  an  economy  in  the 
general  management. 

The  sale  of  the  Kecife  and  Sao  Francisco  Railway  Company 
to  the  Government  may  be  taken  as  an  accomplished  fact.  It  will 
be  interesting  to  watch  the  result  of  this  step  in  the  handling,  by 
native  management,  of  the  increased  traffic  over  this  line,  arising 
from  the  opening-up  of  the  country  tapped  by  the  South  of 
Pemambuco  Railway,  which  joins  the  Recife  and  Sao  Francisco  at 
Una.  Should  the  traffic  become  blocked,  the  Alagoas  Railway 
Company  (Macei6)  may  have  a  fair  share  of  the  produce  passing 
over  the  South  of  Pernambuco  line,  which  however  is  in  a  very 
bad  state  of  repair,  the  rolling-stock  being  old  and  worn  out, 
and  the  line  in  many  places  unsafe  and  requiring  ballast 
throughout.  This  would  brin*^  down  the  produce  to  the  port  of 
Maceio. 

The  ambitious  schemes,  dating  from  as  far  back  as  1860,  of 

joining  the  South  of  Pernambuco  Railway  with  the  Government 

system  in  the  State  of  Bahia,  at  the  town  of  Joazeiro,  on  the 

River  Sao  Francisco,  and  in  modern  times  of  a  new  line  from  Una 

to  Tamandar<5,  and  of  extending  the  Pemambuco  Central,  have  all 

been  abandoned,  and  no  signs  are   apparent   of   any   increased 

activity  in  railway  building ;  on  the  contrary,  rumours  are  afloat 

that  the  Federal  Government  contemplates  handing  over  to  each 

State  the  existing  State  railways,  and  the  foreign  lines  as  well 

after  the  term  of  guaranteed  interest  has  expired. 

Public  hiealth.        I  give  the  following  health  statistics,  received  from  official 

sources,  but  I  confess  to  some  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  only 

three  deaths  from  yellow  fever.     Total  deaths  during  the  year 

1900,   6,206,  including  223  from  small-pox,  three  from  yellow 

fever,  486  from  malarial  fevers,  1,010  from  consumption  (phthisis), 

and  324  infants  still-bom. 

Sin«U-poz  The  number  of  deaths  from  small-pox  form  a  strong  contrast 

^S*^!!*        to  those  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  from  the 

babonic  past,  so-called  bubonic  plague.     Yet,  on  account  of  the  latter,  where 

the  mortality  was  acknowledged  to  be  infinitesimal,  as  compared 

with  the  population,  the  bulk  of  the  trade  of  Brazil  had  to  be 

subject  to  the  expense  and  delay,  by  the  loss  of  two  days,  in  order 

that  vessels  leaving  Rio  de  Janeiro  should  proceed  to  Ilha  Grande, 

the  only  quarantine  station  in  Brazil,  to  be  disinfected.    Yet  no 
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disiufectiou  ami  no  (|uarautiue  is  thoaglit  necessary  to  be  imposed 
on  vessels  leaving  this  infected  port  on  their  arrival  at  Rio  or 
other  native  ports. 

Yellow  fever  cases  have  not  been  frequent,  nor  have  we  had  Yellow  fewr. 
anything  approaching  the  form  of  an  epidemic  since  1893,  but  a 
few  cases  have  occurred.     The  saddest  case,   perhaps,   and  one 
universally  regretted  by  the  British  community,  foreigners,  and 
natives,    was' the   death   of   our   Consular   chaplain,   the    Kev.  D^^th  of  th« 
William  Edward  Macray,  M.A-  Oxon,  who  died  after  only  a  few  Comular 
days'  illness  on  November  7,  1900.     Our   former  chaplain,  the  ^^^pl**"- 
Eev.  William  Ding,  died  on  February  24,  1893,  also  of  yellow 
fever. 

A  British  nursing  institution  has  been  successfully  established  Nnniiiij 
here,  together  with  a  small  hospital  to  take  in  such  cases  as  mititutioii. 
require  to  be  isolated,  or  which  require  especial  care  and  nursing. 
The  nurses  have  proved  invaluable,  and  have  done  excellent  work. 
One  of  their  number,  Miss  Clemetson,  succumbed  to  yellow  fever 
after  a  few  months'  residence,  but  this  sad  event  lias  not  deterred 
other  ladies  from  coming  out  to  follow  their  noble,  unselfish 
profession. 

I  have  no  reason  to  alter  my  previous  estimate  of  the  popula-  CmuoM. 
tion  which  I  believe  has  remained  stationary  at  180,000  souls  in 
Pemambuco  and  Olinda  with   their  respective  suburbs,  but  no 
census  has  been  successfully  taken  since  1872,  although  attempts 
have  been  made  in  1893  and  quite  recently. 

The  cotton  mills  in  this  State  continue  to  flourish  and  to  pay  Local 
satisfactory  dividends  to  their  shareholders  as  well  they  may  do,  indiutriai. 
being  protected  by  heavy  import  duties.  Cotton  milla. 

In  like  way  the  only  jute  factory,  for  the  manufacture  of  jute  Jute  faotoiy. 
bagging,   is  doing  remarkably   well.       The  jute  is,  of  course, 
imported. 

On  the  other  hand  a  promising  match  factory  has  to  close  its  Match 
doors  owing  to  the  stamp  tax.  This  tax  lays  the  obligation  ^■***''y* 
on  the  factory  to  buy  and  hold  a  stock  of  stamps  greatly 
beyond  its  financial  resources.  The  mere  fact  of  obliging 
every  box  of  matches  to  be  sealed  with  this  stamp  entaib 
greatly  increased  cost  of  the  article,  for  there  is  no  machine  yet 
invented  for  sticking  these  stamps  on  the  boxes  in  the  way  laid 
down  by  the  Government,  consequently  it  has  to  be  done  by  hand. 
The  result  is  foreign  matches  can  successfully  compete  with  the 
home-made  article. 

The  large  sugar  refinery  (the  largest  in  Brazil),  which  was  sugar 
erected  in  1894-95,  has  proved  a  complete  failure  although  the  refinefy, 
machinery  is  of  the  very  best  make.  The  system,  however,  of 
refining  did  not  prove  suitable  for  the  native  markets,  or  perhaps 
the  venture  was  over-capitalised  by  the  payment  of  a  large  sum 
for  the  patent,  by  disasters  while  building,  and  by  the  lack  of 
suflBicient  working  capital,  entailing  the  borrowing  of  large  sums 
at  high  interest,  or  perhaps  technical  men  were  not  employed  as 
elsewhere  to  manage  and  supervise  the  different  processes  of 
refining.  The  result  is  a  dead  loss  of  several  thousand  contos  de 
reis. 
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There  are  several  S(jap  works  ^ivin<(  good  results,  turning  out 
coarse  yellow  soap,  but  no  toilet  kinds. 

A  very  successful  result  has  been  obtained  by  a  Swedish 
gentleman  (Mr.  Lundgren)  in  his  gunpowder  factory,  which  he 
erected  himself  in  1S94,  and  after  forming  a  company  to  work  it, 
was  able  in  a  few  years  to  buy  out  his  fellow  sliareholders  and 
retain  the  property  for  his  own  exclusive  benefit.  This  shows 
what  good  management  can  do  in  industrial  enterprises. 

Nearly  all  the  local  distilleries  have  come  to  grief  owing  to 
excessive  taxation  and  prohibitive  imposts.  Rum  is  now  produced 
only  in  the  sugar  factories  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  is  a  drug  on  the  market. 

Cotton-seed  oil  factories,  wliich  were  flourishing  five  or  six 
years  ago,  are  now  either  closed  or  just  barely  making  head  way 
owing  to  tht'.  favourable  tariff  irranted  to  the  United  States  on 
imported  oil. 

The  year  1900  closes  with  very  low  prices  for  sugar,  not- 
withstanding that  exports  to  the  United  States  are  at  present 
large,  and  show  signs  of  considerable  increase  in  the  early  months 
of  1901  over  the  last  six  years,  and  they  should  thus  reflect  on 
the  values  of  high  grade  sugars,  sucli  as  white  crystals  and  white 
powdered  sugars  which  are  only  suitable  for  native  consumption. 
The  question  then  arises  have  the  central  sugar  factories, 
ei'ected  with  the  most  up-to-date  machinery  in  the  world  been  a 
success  ?  or  would  it  have  been  better  to  have  expended  the  same 
capital  on  the  production  of  cane,  or  on  the  improvement  of  the 
agricultural,  rather  than  on  the  mechanical,  part  of  sugar  pro- 
duction i 

For  several  consecutive  years,  ending  with  the  crop  1899-1900, 
prices  have  been  most  profitable  and  far  in  excess  in  their  gold 
value  of  those  ruling  in  the  consuming  countries  of  the  world, 
and  these  prices  in  a  depreciated  currency  should  have  placed  the 
sugar  factories  in  exceptionally  favourable  circumstances.  But 
this  is  not  the  case,  the  crops  are  not  so  large  as  formerly,  and  for 
the  last  three  years  average  1,700.000  ba<«:s  or  125,000  tons,  as 
against  146,927  tons  in  1893,  and  164,884  tons  in  1894. 

The  factories  paid  in  some  e^ses  the  load  of  debt  entailed  by 
insufficient  working  capital  when  they  first  started,  but  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  industry  is  in  a  bad  u  ay  and  sugar  cannot 
be  produced  with  profitable  results  under  existing  conditions  of 
labour  and  credit  at  prices  now  ruling.  Only  those  factories  that 
are  out  of  debt  can  compete  with  other  cane  producing  countries' 
The  reasons  appear  to  be  the  scarcity  of  labour,  through  the 
indolent  habits  of  the  working  classes,  who  will  only  work  tln-ee 
days,  if  by  so  doing  they  can  get  enough  food  for  the  whole  week  ; 
also  in  the  large  amount  of  gold  capital  invested  not  only  on  the 
improved  machinery,  but  for  the  narrow  gauge  railways  and  its 
rolling  stock,  which  must  form  an  accompanying  part  of  a  factory 
in  order  to  guarantee  its  supply  of  cane  in  suthcient  quantity  to 
keep  the  mills  going  day  and  night. 

The  old  system  of  open  pan  boiling  certainly  does  not  obtain 
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the  same  economical  results  as  the  working  in  vacuum  pans  and  old  syitoni  «f 
curing  in  centrifugals  (turbines),  but  the  capital  is  not  one-«P«np*»« 
twentieth  part  of  that  employed  in  modem  sugar  factories,  and 
perhaps  the  old-fashioned  way  may  still  outlive  modem  machinery, 
when  money  has  to  be  borrowed  to  take  off  the  erops  for  the 
latter. 

Prices  in  the  Brazilian  markets  of  the  north  and  south  which  OomptiiiMB. 
have  ruled  so  very  high,  and  so  much  above  the  gold  values  in  the 
United  Kingdom  for  many  years  past,  must  now  compete  with 
the  larger  sugar  production  of  Campos  and  Sao  Paulo  in  the  south. 
Moreover  the  decreased  consumption  throughout  Brazil,  resulting 
from  the  reduced  spending  power  of  the  country  through  excessive 
taxation,  must  necessarily  influence  prices  in  the  coming  year. 

The  following  eloquent  figures  serve  as  an  example  so  far  as 
regards  the  Bio  market : — 

Bbturn  of  Imports  from  Macei6  and  Pernambuco  during  the 

Years  1900-1899. 


Maoeid    . . 
Peniambaoo 


Quaniitj. 


1900. 

Bags.* 

82,858 

268,605 


1899. 


Baga.« 

117.972 

677,727 


•  Bag  -  60  kUo8.  (120  Ibi.). 

The  sugar  industry,  which  has  thrived  for  several  consecutive 
<years,  appears  to  be  about  to  pass  through  as  severe  a  crisis  as 
has  been  experienced  in  British  Guiana,  the  West  Indian  Islands, 
and  elsewhere.  Nor  will  the  return  of  Cuba  to  the  field  of  com- 
petition in  the  production  of  cane  sugar  make  matters  easier 
for  the  Brazilian  sugar  planters  of  this  and  neighbouring  Statea 

In  the  1S94  report  on  the  trade  of  Pernambuco,  mention  was  Blftonon. 
made  of  the  system  of  extracting  the  juice  of  the  cane  by  diffusion. 
The  factory  mentioned  (Cucad)  was  then  and  is  still  the  only  one 
that  has  tried  the  system  of  diffusion.  From  a  commercial  point 
of  view  it  has  proved  a  terrible  failure,  and  the  company  has 
become  bankrupt  after  expending  some  9,000,000  milreis,  or  at  9tf. 
exchange,  which  I  take  as  the  average  at  which  gold  has  been 
expended  on  it,  over  300,000/. 

Although  this  money  includes  the  coat  of  a  narrow  gauge  rail- 
way some  44  miles  long  with  nine  locomotives  and  sufficient 
rolling  stock,  yet  the  value  of  the  whole  concern  could  not  be 
estimated  at  more  than  100,000/.  But  this  does  not  prove  that 
the  diffusion  process  is  a  failure  in  Brazil,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
modify  my  views  in  this  respect.  I  find  that  the  question  of  fuel 
which  I  thought  so  vital  is  partly  solved  in  the  present  case  by 
the  long  distance  traversed  by  the  railway,  and,  therefore,  the 
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OnlfciTAtion. 


Laboar. 


Wages. 


wood  fuel  can  be  procured  from  far  or  near  to  the  factory  with 
practically  little  diflTerence  to  the  cost.  Also  I  find  that  four 
boilers  are  fed  with  the  megass  and  only  two  burn  wood,  instead 
of  three  with  megass  and  three  with  wood,  which  makes  a  large 
difference  in  the  calculation  of  cost  of  production.  The  process 
of  diffusion  is  continuous,  and  if  the  diffuses  are  stopped  through 
lack  of  cane,  break-downs,  holidays,  or  any  other  cause  the  juice 
commences  to  invert  and  the  loss  is  very  considerable,  as  the 
diffusers  hold  about  27  tons  of  cane ;  but  this  difficulty  has  not 
produced  such  ill-effects  as  expected.  Of  course  in  diffusion  a 
great  deal  more  water  has  to  be  evaporated  than  by  the  crushing 
process,  as  about  30  per  cent,  of  water  is  added  to  the  cane  in  the 
diffusers  and  this  entails  larger  clarifiers,  eliminators,  and  vacuum 
pans.  The  juice,  already  heated  in  the  diffusers,  commences 
fjoiling  at  a  density  of  about  6°  Beaum^.  as  compared  with  the 
juice  from  the  cane  by  crushing  at  about  10°  Beaum^.  But  on 
the  whole  the  extra  amount  of  sugar  obtained,  amounting  to  about 
2  per  cent,  more  than  by  the  crushing  process,  may  compensate 
for  the  extra  initial  expenditure  on  machinery  and  extra  cost  of 
manufacture. 

Vast  sums  have  been  expended  on  improved  machinery,  but 
nothing  whatever  has  been  attempted  in  agricultural  interests. 
No  experiments  have  been  made  to  improve  the  quality  of  the 
cane,  or  to  discover  new  varieties,  by  planting  from  the  seed 
and  selecting  the  strongest  and  healthiest  canes.  No  scientific 
examination  and  analysis  of  the  various  soils  are  attempted,  and 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  fertilising  the  impoveiished 
fields. 

The  labour  question  is  another  important  point  demanding 
legislative  interference.  There  is,  generally  speaking,  an  abundant 
supply  of  labour  on  the  plantations ;  men,  women,  and  children, 
all  of  whom  are  available  for  field  work,  if  they  could  be  induced 
to  work ;  but  so  long  as  the  planter,  on  whose  land  they  dwell 
rent  free,  can  turn  them  out  of  their  dwellings  and  send  them 
adrift  at  a  moment's  notice,  there  is  a  stubborn  determination  to 
work  only  from  hand-to-mouth,  and  to  cultivate  their  patches  of 
land  only  to  the  extent  of  their  very  limited  requirements,  and 
this  also  suits  their  naturally  indolent  and  improvident  nature. 
Scarcity  of  labour  exists  where  the  planters  are  not  punctual  in 
their  payments,  or  where  the  labourer  is  forced  to  buy  his  supplies 
from  the  planters  at  exorbitant  prices;  but  where  wages  are 
punctually  paid,  and  food  obtainable  at  reasonable  rates,  labour 
is  plentiful  enough ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  the  men  will  not  do  six 
days  work  if  they  can  get  enough  in  three  days  to  be  idle  for  the 
remainder  of  the  week.  Poverty  exists  through  lack  of  ambition 
and  insecui-ity  of  tenure  of  their  holdings. 

The  rate  of  wages  in  the  fields  has  ruled  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years  at  from  1|200  reis  to  1$400  reis  per  day  for  able-bodied 
men,  and  from  800  reis  to  1  milreLs  for  women  and  children. 
Exchange  has  averaged  7id,  in  1898,  l^d,  in  1899,  and  8|rf.  in 
1900,  per  milreis.     As  the  currency  has  risen  wages  have  not 
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falleu  in  proportion,  but  doubtless  in  the  next  season  the  price  of 
imported  food-stuffs,  payable  in  gold,  such  as  jerked  beef  and 
cod-fish,  will  regulate  the  price  of  labour. 

Custom-House  Regtdations  affecting  Passengers  Landing  at 

Pemamhuco, 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  custom-house  regulations 
affecting  passengers  landing  at  this  and  other  Brazilian  ports. 
They  are  given  in  extenso  as  shipmasters  and  passengers  appear  at 
present  to  be  veiy  imperfectly  informed  on  these  matters,  and 
several  passengers  have  been  heavily  fined  on  landing  here,  for 
bringing  amongst  their  effects  small  articles  liable  to  custom- 
house duties: — 

"  Passengers  who  bring  packages  containing  exclusively  mer-  PtMengtrt 
chandise  or  objects  of  commerce  subject  to  import  duties,  must  ^^gg**** 
make  express  mention  of  mark,  or  address,  number  and  specifica- 
tion of  the  package,  besides  its  contents,  in  the  Sunmiary  Declara- 
tion which  the  master  of  the  vessel  has  to  present  at  the  time  of 
the  customs  visit. 

"  A  fine  of  from  2^500  reis  to  50  milreis  each  package  will 
be  imposed  on  the  passenger,  who  by  fraud  may  have  committed 
an  infraction  of  this  regulation. 

"Neither  the  conmianders  of  mail  steamers,  nor  those  of 
regular  lines  trading  between  the  Kepublic  and  foreign  ports, 
nor  their  respective  companies,  are  responsible  for  any  dis- 
crepancies encountered  in  the  declarations  of  baggage  of  the 
passengers  or  of  the  goods  subject  to  duties  which  they  may  bring, 
except  proof  be  given  that  the  shipmaster  had  knowledge  that 
such  goods  existed,  and  had  not  entered  same  on  his  manifest. 

"  The  disembarkation  of  passengers  is  permissible  up  to  7  p.m. 
whenever  it  is  practicable,  and  they  may  bring  with  them  on  shore 
the  travelling  bags,  small  trunks  with  wearing  apparel  for  daily 
use,  and  similar  packages  which  do  not  contain  articles  subject 
to  duty.  The  remaining  packages  of  baggage  will  be  discharged 
in  a  separate  warehouse,  by  order  of  the  Administrator  of  Customs 
Porters,  and  there  sorted  according  to  their  marks  or  addresses, 
which  they  should  bear,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
examiners. 

"  Before  the  examination  is  commenced  passengers  are  allowed 
to  make  declaration  of  the  merchandise  or  articles  subject  to 
duties,  and  which  in  whatever  manner  they  bring  concealed. 

"  On  the  examination  and  checking  of  the  baggage  of  passengers 
the  examiners  and  other  officers  shall  avoid  minute  overhauling  if 
the  social  position  and  personal  credit  of  the  owner  of  the  baggage 
merits  confidence,  and  be  above  any  suspicion  of  trickery  or  fraud, 
or  unless  the  same  be  reported  on  suspicion. 

"  The  following  are  exempt  from  examination  of  baggage : — 

"  1.  Heads  of  diplomatic  missions  or  diplomatic  agents,  or 
persons  of  distinction  who  come  to  reside  in  the  Republic,  to 
travel,  or  to  traverse  its  territory. 
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2.  Naturalists  or  travellers  who  by  order  of  foreign  Grovem- 
ments  or  commissioned  by  scientific  societies,  known  to  or  vouched 
for  by  the  respective  diplomatic  agent,  national  or  foreign,  may 
travel  or  pass  through  the  territory  of  the  Bepublic"  (Condensed 
Customs  Laws  and  Table  of  Bevenues,  Articles  390  and  400.) 
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Annex  2. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Pernambuoo 


during  the  Year  1899. 


Articles. 


Bacon 

Batter 

Goal 

Cod-fiBh 

Candles 

Flour 


Kilos. 


{ 


»» 


Tons  .• 

Drums 
Kilos. 
Barrels 
Bags  .. 
Kito-^. 
Toni  . , 
Oases   . 
Kiloi. 


)> 


,,        (arrowroot) 
Jerked  beef 
Kerosene 
Lard 

Maize  and  beans 
Onions   . . 
Paper     • .  .  • 

Potatoes I  Kilos. 

Brioe        . .         . .         . . 

Canned  foods    . . 

Vinegar  . . 

w  lues    •  ■         %  •         •  • 


Bales . . 


n 


Quant  it?. 


159,461 

709,050 

66,303 

247,028 

60,703 

256.464 

26,390 

3,537 

20,4S9 

216,407 

360,857 

1,850,848 

289,850 

1,520 

780,955 

2,426,875 

8,171 

28,078 

1,903,888 


} 


Value. 


£ 

3,543 

56,724 

130,94S 

284,082 

2,428 

293,180 

2,435 

798,074 

54,100 

7,207 

6,330 

3,864 

7,600 

3,470 

32,358 

550 

187 

26,990 


Note. — 1  drum  of  ood-fish 
1  ton 
1  kilo. 


128  lbs.  avoir. 

1,016  kilos. 

2  lbs.  8^  ozs.  aroir. 


American  flour  in  barrels  weighs  196  lbs.  net. 
Trieste  flour  in  barrels  weighs  180  lbs.  net. 
A  bag  of  flour  weighs  98  lbs.  net. 


Annex  3. — ^Tablb  showing  Total   Imports   of   Codfish   from 
Newfoundland  during  the  10  Years  ended  1900. 


During  Yaai 


Number  of 
whole  Drums.* 


1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


184,662 
147,918 
228,128 
215,405 
198,382 
170,971 
193,658 
250,201 
247,028 
318,250 


Value. 


£  #. 
212,861  6 
170,106  14 
256,597  4 
247,715  16 
222,890  6 
196,616  13 
222,700  19 
287,781  8 
284,082  4 
365,987  10 


*  Whole  and  half  drams  equal  to  above  figures  which  represent  whole  drums 
of  188  lbs.  avoir,  net. 
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Annex  4. — Return  of  Exports  of  Sugar  at  Pernambuco  from 

September,  1899,  to  August,  1900. 


Destination. 


Liverpool  ..         •• 

Lisbon  and  Oporto 

Monte  Video 

Kew  Vork 

Native  ports       ..         •• 


Quantity. 


White  Sugars. 


Tons. 

•  • 

3 
454 

70,951 


Musoovado 
Sugar. 


Tons. 
2,651 
5 

I9V2I6 
23,395 


Annex  5. — Return  of  other  Exports  at  Pernambuco  from 
September,  1899,  to  August,  19U0. 


Destination. 

Bum,  of 
2|<J 

r 

Alcohol, 
;36^ifv40'» 

1 

Hides. 

Cotton- 
seed, 

Bags.* 

Cotton. 

Cartier. 
Pipes. 

'   Caitier. 
Pipes. 

Number, 

Bags.t 

Bales.t 

'      Tons. 

Brenicn        ... 

1                ••• 

•  •• 

42,708 

••• 

••• 

■  •• 

•  •• 

HambuiYT      

•  •• 

•  •• 

56,^54 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •> 

Lirerpool     

*                ••• 

•  •• 

1,40^ 

78,156 

2,995 

29,404 

7,484 

Lisbon          

••• 

•  •• 

3,395 

•  •• 

2.500 

800 

287 

Montevideo 

454 

86 

•  •• 

••• 

•  «• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

New  York     

•  •• 

•  •• 

30.8A9 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •* 

•  •• 

Oporto 

10 

••• 

825 

•  •« 

8,764 

12,800 

8.615 

BuscU          

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

••« 

l.ftOO 

8,850 

795 

MatiTe  ports 

14,742 

8.83S 

18 

12,881 

9S,139 

12.774 

8,828 

*  Cott  >n-seed  in  bugs  of  75  kilos,  each,  or  166  lbs. 
t  Cuiintry  pressed  bass,  wrighing  165  Ibt.  net. 
t  Hydraulic  pressed  bales,  weighing  400  lbs  net. 
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1 

1 

Bale*.- 
6,669 

e:649 

7,829 
10,786 
20,975 
17,697 
18,607 
9.987 
14,377 
8,838 
6,768 
6,647 

g 

s 

Bale..* 
7,330 
18,166 
27,469 
26,088 
27.776 
82.790 
31,706 
24.871 
20,904 
6.947 
fi,466 
10,070 

i 

t 

B4lra.* 
7,426 
14,598 
21.056 
24,780 
17,209 
22,988 
19,640 
1E,6U7 
14,996 
5,092 
8.360 
6,176 

1 

_z. 

ilillillllii 

1 
1 

t 

Bidet.' 
6,471 
18,612 
26,783 
41.896 
41.146 
89,266 
89.471 
28,198 
19.098 
21,208 
22,881 
12,789 

i 

illlllllllP 

1 

"^ 

Ba1».> 
18,200 
2M18 
18,477 
21,937 
22,401 
25,99:) 
19,100 
15.167 
11.899 
8,680 
4,117 
6.427 

1 

i 

\ 
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Annex  No.  8 — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Pernambuco 

during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 


Britiah* 

Braxilianf 

French  •• 

6l«nnan .  •         •  • 

Belgiant 

ItaUan  ..         •• 

Norwegian        •  •         • . 

Aoetro-Hungarian 

North  American 

Fortugaeae       •  •         • . . 

Buasian.  •         •  •         •  • 

Swedish 

Other  nationalitiea      •  • 

Total     .« 
„    1808 


Sailing. 


88 

4L 

1 

1 

4 
42 
1 
6 
1 
3 
3 
8 


199 
209 


fYetseli. 

Total. 

Steam. 

1 

Number  of 
YetseU. 

Tona. 

166 

244          i      897,825 

862 

403 

862,848 

58 

69 

127,677 

1           65 

66 

113,622 

^ 

24 

45,088 

6 

9 

8,630 

• . 

42 

24,864 

16 

16 

23,991 

1 

6 

4.060 

•  • 

1 

462 

. . 

« 

2,066 

. . 

i            3 

1,269 

2 

10 

6,465 

687 

886 

1,117,^ 

678 

887 

1,106,666 

1 

»    • 

Cleared. 


Number  of  TesBels. 


Nationality. 


-  i 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


» • 


British*.. 
Brazilianf 
French  .. 
German. . 
Bel^ian^ 
Italian  .. 
Norwegian 
Aoitro-Hun^arian 
North  American 
Portuguese 
Bussian .  •         •  • 
Swedish. . 
Other  nationalities 


Total     .. 
„    1898 


91 

36 

1 


3 
39 
1 
6 
1 
3 
3 
7 


166 

356 

68 

62 

24 

5 

•  • 
16 

•  • 


.  • 


2 


191 
199 


678 
671 


Total 


Nuniber  of 
Yesseis. 


247 

892 

59 

62 

24 

8 

39 

16 

6 

1 

.3 

8 

9 


869 
870 


Tons.' 

398,469 

869,244 

127,677 

106,388 

45,033 

7,431 

23,314 

23,991 

4,060 

462 

2.0^ 

1,269 

5,l'd5 


1,104,569 
1.096,077 


*  Includes  Pacific  Steam  -Navigation  Company  -and|Koy4j  Mail.  Steamers 
calling  off  this  port  to  land  passengers  and  mails.    .      .,       ■ 

t  Besides  696  barges,  representing  20,184f  tons  (entered),  and  622  barges 
repieeentbg  18,350  tons  as  cleared.  •  , 

X  These  tteameri,  although  udder  the  Belgian  Flag,  are  jBritish  ressels  belonging 
to  Messrs.  Lamport  a*d  Holt,  and  maimed  by  British  officeib  and  crews.  . 
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Annex  No.  9. — Ebturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Pemambuco 

during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British* 

Brazilianf        .  •         •  • 
French  .• 

G-ennan. .         . .         .  • 
Belgian  X         •  •         •  • 
Italian  .•         ..         .. 
Norweg^n 

Austro- Hungarian      •• 
North  American          •• 
Portuguese       . .         • . 
Bussian . .         •  •         •  • 
Swedish            . .         .  • 
Other  nationalities     . . 

93 
24 

« . 
8 

•  • 
4 

89 

. . 
5 
7 
5 
1 
2 

152 
875 

47 
82 
15 

•  • 

1 

18 

.  . 
1 
1 

•    • 

3 

245 

399 

47 

85 

15 

4 

40 

18 

5 

8 

6 

I 

808,141 

382,036 

89,717 

161,709 

28,436 

1,826 

28,461 

27,050 

3,076 

6,033 

4,222 

294 

1,696 

Total     ., 

1899    .. 

188 
199 

695 
687 

878 
886 

987,700 
1,117.692 

Glbabed. 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

150 
876 

47 

81 

15 

t    0 

1 
18 

•  • 
1 
1 

•  • 
8 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

• 

Tons. 

British* 

Brazilianf 

French  .. 

German. . 

Belgian^           . .         •  • 

Italian 

Norwegian 
Austro-Hungarian 
North  American         .  • 
Porfcugueie      •  • 
Bussian.*         ••         •• 
Swedish. .         . .         •  • 
Other  nationalities 

94 
25 

•  • 
3 

. . 
4 

41 

. . 
4 
6 
2 
1 
8 

•  244 

401 

47 

84 

15 

4 

42 

18 

4' 

7 

3 

1 

6 

305,612 

338,632 

89,717 

159,768 

28,436 

1,826 

24,612 

27,050 

2,460 

5,278 

2,1091 

294 

2,031 

Total     . . 
,.    1899.       .. 

183 
191 

693 
678 

876 
869 

932,828 
1,104,569 

*  Includes  Pacific  Steam  Narigation  Company  and  Boyal  Mail  Steamers 
calling  off  this  port  to  land  passengers  and  mails. 

f  Besides  823  barges  representing  24,248  tons  (entered),  and  796  barges 
(cleared),  representing  23,482  tons.   - 

X  These  steamers,  although  under  the  Belgian  flag,  are  British  vessels  belonging 
to  Messrs.  Lamport  and  Holt,  and  manned  by  British  officers  and  crews. 
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PKBKAMBUCO. 


General] 
remarks. 


Description  of  Cargoes  carried  in  British  Vessels  wliicli 
Entered  the  Port  of  .Pdmambuco  during  the  Years 
1899-1900. 


1899. 

1900. 

Description  of  Cargo. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

^^General  merchandise  . . 

Codfish 

Coal 

Coffee 

Maize    ..         ••         •• 

Bubber 

Kerosene          . .         •  • 

Ha7 

Besin  and  timber 
In  ballast         . .         •  • 
lu  distress  for  repairs, 
coal,  or  proYisions   . . 

151 
69 

8 

•  • 

1 

■  • 

•  • 

1 
5 

9 

334,070 

14,800 

6,888 

•• 
571 

•  • 

•  • 

419 
6,649 

16,078 

122 

86 

8 

1 

•  • 

1 
1 
1 

•  • 
18 

8 

289,099 

17,903 

10,280 

2,340 

1,094 
736 
761 

19,201 

16,781 

ToUl     . . 

244 

897,826 

246 

806,144 

*  Includes  the  Kojal  Mail  and  Pacific  Steam  Nayigalion  Company's  steamer* 
calling  off  this  port  to  land  passengers  and  mails. 


Ceaea. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Studart  reports  as  follows: — 

The  state  of  the  foreign  trade  was  very  unsatisfactory  during 
the  year  1900.  This  is  somewhat  explained  by  the  extraordinary 
drought  experienced,  the  greatest  ever  recorded ;  the  rainfall  being 
only  566  millixnetres,  against  2,768  millimetres  in  1899,.  and  by 
the  financial  crisis  affecting  Para  and  Amazonas. 

Every  year  a  large  number  of  people  emigrate  from  this  to 
the  above-mentioned  States  where  they  are  engaged  by  the 
•*  Seringueiros "  as  rubber  gatherers,  and  owing  to  the  very  low 
price  of  rubber  and  great  scarcity  of  money  there,  the  emigrants 
have  not  returned  with  money  as  was  usual. 


Kbturn  of   Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Ceard  during  the 

Years  1898-1900. 


Articles. 


Cotton  .. 
Coffee  •  • 
Bubber  .. 
Skins  and  hides. 
Wax  .. 
Sugar    «• 


Quantity. 


1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

604 

948 

927 

39 

16 

42 

1,008 

620 

486 

2,626 

1,463 

1,639 

268 

108 

169 

•  • 

1 

1 

CEARi.. 


2S 


RlTUBN  of  Principal  Articles  Exported   from  Ceari  during  the 

Year  1900. 


DMkillfttlOB. 

Qoaadty. 

Cotton. 

CoOlee. 

Babber. 

Skira 

Bides. 

Wax. 

BofCW. 

Xiifopo          ...       ...       ... 

United  9lntef  of  America  ... 
Nndve  ports ■ 

Tons. 
289 

688 

Tom. 

1 

■  «• 

41 

Tom. 

406 

27 

••• 

Ton*. 

86 

894 

•  •• 

Tom. 

1,080 

180 

•  •• 

Tons. 
46 
116 
8 

••• 

••• 

1 

The  oflScial  values  of  exports  in  1898-1900  amounted  to  : — 


Foi 


Europe        ..         .. 
United  States  of  America.. 
NatiTe  ports 


Value. 


Currency. 


Milreis. 

8,922,414 

10,891.112 

8,289,782 


Sterling. 


£  9.  d. 

tini,l&7  6  0 

482.968  0  0 

845,407  12  6 


NoTB. — Calculated  at  the  exchange  of  \0d,  per  milreis. 

Return  of  Imports  to  Ceard  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Official  Yalue. 

Country. 

18f^. 

1900. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1 
Currency.  ,       Sterling. 

United  Kingdom.. 

France 

United  States  of  America 

Portugal 

Belgium    .. 

Uruguay   

Milreis. 

8,081.286 

1,120.503 

715,903 

1,805,130 

182  082 

181,891 

145,784 

£      «.    d, 

128,386  18    4 

46.687  12    6 

29,829    5  10 

54,880    8    4 

7,586  15    0 

7,567  19    2 

6,072    5    0 

Milreis. 
4.H16,358 
1,818,822 

614,297 
1,148,045 

483,656 
664 

111,457 

£     #.    d. 

200,681  11    8 

56.200  18    4 

25,595  14    2 

47.626  17    6 

20,148    8    4 

27  18    4 

4,644    0  10 

Total 

6,782,029 

280,501    4    2 

8,518,199 

854,924  19    2 

NoTB. — Calculated  at  the  exchange  of  \0d.  per  milreis. 

As  it  is  seen  the  bulk  of  the  import  trade  continues  to  be 
with  the  United  Kingdom,  next  coming  Germany,  and  in  third 
place  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  difference  in  the  imports  between  1899  and  1900  is  due  to 
the  lai^  importation  of  rice  and  beans  from  the  Uniterl  Kingdom, 
and  of  Indian  corn  and  flour  from  the  United  States  of  America. 

The   total   of  all  shipping^,  Brazilian  inclusive,  has  been  342  Shipping, 
vessels  with  266,584  tons  and  11,558  crews,  against  315  vessels 
during  the  preceding  year. 
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cearA. 


Harbour. 


Health. 


Most  of  the  Brazilian  vessels  entered  with  cai^oes  of  cereals 
for  the  famine  stricken  people. 

The  total  for  foreign  shipping  was  36  vessels  with  41,826  tons 
and  1,159  crews.  Of  these  24  vessels  were  British  with  27,675 
tons  and  709  crew. 

I  regret  to  have  to  state  that  the  port  of  Ceard  is  getting  worse, 
the  foreshore  is  gradually  extending  and  filling  up  the  inner 
anchorage.  The  small  pool  where  barges  or  lighters  anchor  is 
also  becoming  very  shallow.  Owing  to  the  constant  heavy  surf 
cargo  is  landed  very  often  in  a  damaged  condition. 

The  public  health  has  been  comparatively  good,  which  is  to 
be  wondered  at,  considering  that  the  place  is  overcrowded  with 
thousands  of  emigrants,  and  considering  the  disease  that  prevails 
amongst  them.  The  number  of  deaths  was  2,016,  viz.,  adults,  954 ; 
children,  1,062  ;  males,  1,021 ;  females,  995 ;  of  which  1,994  were 
natives  and  'J2  were  foreigners.  Of  the  2,016  deaths  officially 
regis:  ered  1,037  were  under  10  years  of  age.  Compared 
with  the  last  five  years  the  following  figures  give  the  return  of 
deaths : — 


Year. 


1893 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
19U0 


•  •  ••  ••  •• 

•  «  ••  «•  •• 

«•  ■•  ••  •• 


I^umber  ol 
Deaths. 


1,514 
1,531 
1,743 
1,468 
1,937 
2,016 


Cattle  have  been  free  of  any  epidemic  disease,  but  have  died 
by  thousands  from  want  of  water  and  pasture.  As  a  consequence 
the  price  for  cattle  ruled  very  high,  and  for  this  reason  the  poor 
and  middle  classes  could  not  afford  to  live  on  beef. 


cearA. 


25 


0) 


too 


a 


o 

O 

;^ 


4J 
08 

bo 


3 

13 


55 

a; 


H 
M 

M 


3 


I 


J>  09 

O 


to 


00 

a 
o 


U3  00  O)  OQ  09 
1>»0  1-1  00  ^ 
CD1>|>0»  00 


^ 


04 


CO  00  iH 


CO 


as 

O 


09 


lO  CO  99  i-l  '-H 


a 

Q  ^     •  ^  c«     •     ■ 

C^  Oa      •  09             •      • 

oT 

11,041 

• 

QQ 

• 

1 

04  t^         OOCj 

CO  I-I        00  -* 
lOt^     .0)00     •     . 

*v         #«                     •«         ak 

t^oo    •  ®  so    •    • 

"55 

2 

Kmnber 
of  Vessels. 

00  09        OO  99 

^8  :         :  : 

i 

■ 

2 

QO  00  C>>              Od  O 

kO 

o 

• 

'cB 

CB 

143 
6,041 
1,719 

1,438 
669 

o 

I-I 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

rH  -^  »0      .      .  1-1  F-l 

1-H              .      . 

oq 

©9 

a 
o 


•     •  •■«  2     • 

•III  si 


Oq  n  ^  (l4  |k|  P$ 


S 


S 


O  <^  lO 
t«oo 


04 


COO)  o 

t«  iH  iH 


<o 


§ 


t«  00  X  CO  09  00  O) 
i>  «0  tO  OO  ^  CO  CD 
"*  t>.  --  Oi  00  ^  © 

r^  *^  04  CD  OO  ^ 
09  09 
09 


II 

O 


^  Cp«  00  09  iH  «H 
00 


OQ 


I 


SCO   gpcD 

CO  A  .  09    .  • 


0> 


CO 

s 


a 

^ 


00  i-< 

00  r« 

!•«  QO 

09  )h 

01 


S9 

.a.  00 

'CO  00 


CD 
«0 


00  09 

09  a» 

09 


00  04 


00 


o 


00  00  CO 

lO  •  . 


9 


•  0)0 


10 


OD 

o 


^  HI  o 

fH  O  •-• 

^    ak 

CO  04 


00 


O 


^  '^  CO 


00 
09 


-3 

o 


S 

o 


•  a 

-»*  a  8  2 


•C  E  o  5 


Ob 

o 

1 
I 


s 

s 

► 
to 

00 


26 


MACSid 


Macbi<$. 


Mttvifitum. 


Crspc. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  (Joble  reports  as  follows : — 

I  have  delayed  my  commercial  report  hoping  to  be  able  to 
iiumish  statistics  of  imports,  but  I  find  it  quite  impossible  to 
get  information  from  the  authorities  here,  and  no  reports  are 
published. 

Imports,  which  in  1899  had  been  upon  a  smaller  scale  than 
usual,  increased  again  in  1900,  but  as  no  figures  are  published 
I  cannot  give  particulars.  British  and  Grerman  ale,  which  used  to 
be  imported  in  large  quantities,  has  been  quite  superseded  by  a 
native  beverage  brewed  in  the  State  of  SSo  Paulo.  Hessians  and 
Hessian  bags,  which  formerly  nearly  all  came  from  British  mills, 
are  now  largely  imported  from  the  State  of  Pemambuco,  where 
they  are  manufactured. 

In  former  years  almost  everything  was  imported  in  Britisli 
vessels ;  later,  the  State  Government  subsidised  a  line  of  French 
steamers  and  for  some  years  this  line  carried  a  fair  proportion  of 
the  imported  goods.  The  Law  which  put  a  stop  to  coasting 
trade  in  foreign  vessels  made  a  considerable  difierence  in 
the  value  of  Macei6  as  a  port  of  call  to  foreign  steamship  com- 
panies, and  the  State  Government  falling  into  arrears  in  the 
payment  of  the  subsidy,  an  important  British  line  of  steamers  and 
the  above-mentioned  French  line  ceased  to  call  at  this  port  This 
gave  an  impetus  to  Grerman  trade,  and  German  steamers  now  call 
here  twice  a  month,  without  receiving  any  subsidy,  but  as  these 
steamei*s  are  somewhat  irr^ular  in  their  calls  dealers  would  much 
prefer  the  old  order  of  things,  when  they  could  count  almost  to  a 
day  when  their  goods  would  arrive.  The  steamers  of  the  only 
British  line  which  continues  to  call  here  regularly  invariably  call 
at  Pernambuco  first,  and  are  there  detained  from  eight  to  14  days. 
The  State's  financial  position  being  now  much  sounder  than  it  has 
been  for  some  years,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is  now  an  opening 
for  a  first-class  line  of  British  steamers  to  make  Macei6  a  port  of 
call  with  outward  cargo ;  probably,  not  only  could  a  subsidy  be 
arranged,  but  special  privileges  with  reference  to  port  charges 
might  be  obtained. 

The  exports  for  1898-1900  seasons  were  as  follows : — 


Articles. 


Sugar.. 
Cotton 
Cotton-seed 
Maixe.. 
Hides .. 
Bum  .. 


Tons  .. 
Lbs.  • . 
Bags  . . 

»> 
Number 

Pipes.. 


Quantity. 


1S98-99 
Crop. 


82,486 

2,230,760 

31,662 

7,548 
11.7E1 

8,425 


Increase  or 
Decrease, 
1897-98. 


-        12,864 
•1^   1,688,730 
9,871 
+  4,449 

+  8,484 

+  1,161 


/ 


MACElo.  27 

The  1899-1900  crop  was  a  larger  one,  there  being  an  increase 
of— 


Articles.  ^ 

I 


Sugftr I  Tons  .  • 

Cotton    • I  Lbff.   . . 

Cotton-«eod       {  Bags  . . 

Maize      ..         i      n    •• 

Hides I  Kumber 


•• 


Quantity. 


1,677 

2,748,646 

26,697 

2,619 

6,705 


Oil-cake  has  ceased  to  be  an  article  of  export,  all  this  produce 
now  being  consumed  in  the  country,  probably  owing  to  the  failure 
of  rains  in  the  districts  of  Ceard  and  Bahia,  also  to  the  fact  that 
an  important  oil-mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  some  years  ago  and 
never  rebuilt,  and  the  seed  it  was  accustomed  to  use  is  now  shipped 
in  its  natural  state. 

The  production  of  rubber  has  increased  to  a  small  extent ;  Rubber; 
mani^oba  has  been  planted  as  a  trial,  but  it  will  be  some  time 
before  the  result  can  be  known. 

Centrifugal  sugar  factories  up  to  the  end  of  1899-1900  crop  Sugar 
were  doing  a  good  business,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  *tt<^*<>"^- 
they  have  invariably  been  started  with  insufficient  capital, 
those  in  this  State  are  mostly  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
Uzina  Gansanqao  de  Sinimbii  is  the  only  one  which  publishes  any 
report  A  few  years  ago  it  was  by  many  consider^  to  be  hope- 
lessly in  debt,  but  all  debts  have  now  been  paid  off  and  a  dividend 
of  10  per  cent,  given  to  the  shareholders.  The  present  low  prices, 
of  sugar  in  the  South  of  Brazil  and  the  general  bad  trade  in  that 
district,  together  with  increased  export  duties  from  Macei6,  will, 
no  doubt,  have  a  very  prejudicial  effect  upon  these  concerns,  and 
all  factories  are  now  making  "Demerara"  sugar  for  export  to 
Europe  and  the  United  States,  which,  judging  from  current  prices, 
cannot  be  a  very  remunerative  business. 

Cotton-mills  have  continued   to  flourish    and    to  pay  good  Cotton-mills, 
dividends. 

One  mill,  worked  by  water  power,  paid  equal  to  36  per  cent, 
last  season,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  next  dividend  will 
amount  to  about  the  same.  Another,  worked  by  steam,  which 
is  gradually  paying  off  debts  incurred  owing  to  its  having 
been  started  with  insufficient  capital,  paid  10  per  cent,  but  water 
power  now  having  been  utilised,  it  is  anticipated  that  for  the 
future  it  will  become  as  flounshiug  as  the  lirst-mentioned  establish- 
ment Another  mill,  which  has  no  water  facilities,  paid  18  per 
cent  Comparing  these  results  with  those  of  Lancashire  mill- 
owners  it  is,  perhaps,  to  be  wondered  at  that  more  attention  is  not 
paid  to  the  establishment  of  mills  abroad  where  the  raw  material 
exists,  and  where  the  manufactured  article  is  protected  by  heavy 
import  duties 

The  port  improvement  works  have  not  yet  been  started,  but  Harbour 
the  scheme  has  not  been  abandoned  though  in  all  probability  it 
will  be. 

Public  health  has  been  good.  Health. 
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MAGEIO. 


RjBTURN  of  all  Shipping  at   the  Port  of  Macei6  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number. 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    . .         .  • 
Brazilian*^          .  • 
German  .. 
Norwegian          • . 

16 

•  • 
1 
2 

8,786 

•  •      « 

674 

995 

28 

174 

26 

. . 

38,123 

148,975 

43,952 

•  • 

44 

1     174 

41,909 

143,975 

44,626 

995 

Total 

19 

5,455 

228 

226,050 

247 

231,505 

*  A  large  number  of  small  schooners  carry  produce  in  and  out  of  port  coast- 
wise, but  no  ret^ns  are  obtainable. 


Eetuun  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Penedo  during 

the  Year  1900. 


Entered. 

Sailing.                          Steam. 

1 

Total 

Nationality. 

1 
.1 

Number 

of 
Ve^sels. 

Number 
Tons.             of 

Vessels 

i                1 

1 
Tons. 

Number 
of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

British     •  •         • . 
Brazilian.. 

1 
106 

2,279 

92 

28,176 

198 

36,*455 

• 

Total 
„    1899  .. 

106      i      2,279 
87            2,695 

92 
95 

28,176 
32,403 

108 
182 

?0,455 
34,998 

Cleared. 

T. 

Sa 

iUng.                         S( 

! 

beam. 

Dtal. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

t 

,                      Number 
Tons.      '       of 

,  Vessels. 

1 

i      Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British     • .    , 
Brazilian.  • 

i 
106 

1 
2,279             92 

1   • 

28,176 

t 
198 

36,455 

Total 

„    1899  .. 

.     106      '      2,279      1      92 
'      86            2,220      1      95 

28,176 
32,424 

1     198 
181 

30,455 
34,644 

1 
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The  State  of  PiavJiy, 

Parnahyba,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Piauhy,  is  a  small  town 
of  about  8,000  inhabitants. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  town  is  carried  on  by  means  of  the  rhe  port  of 
steamers  of  the  Liverpool  and  Maranham  Steamship  Company,  Tutoia. 
which  call  monthly  at  the  port  of  Tutoia,  situated  some  93  miles 
from  Parnahyba,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.     Cargo  is  discharged 
at  Tutoia  into  lighters,  which  are  towed  by  a  steam  launch  to 
Parnahyba. 

Local  communication  is  kept  up  by  the  Brazilian  steamers  of 
the  Maranham  Steamship  Company,  drawing  10  to  12  feet,  which 
call  once  a  fortnight  at  Tutoia. 

The  rates  of  freight  from  Parnahyba  to  Liverpool  rule  as  Frcighta, 
follows : — 


Articles. 


Rates 
€>f  Freight. 


On  cotton   . . 
„  hides     •• 
„  carnaaba  wax 
rubber  .. 


}» 


Per  lb.  aroir 
„    ton  of  40  owts. 
„    ton     •  •         •  • 

>i      If      •  •         •  • 


£    «.  d, 

0    0  Oi 

3  10  0 

2  10  0 

2    5  0 


-r^ 


Communication  inland  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  means  of  river 
boats;  there  is  no  railway  and,  consequently,  freights  are  very 
high.  There  is,  however,  telegraphic  communication  with  all  parts 
of  the  world. 

A  fair  trade  is  done  in  general  merchandise,  especially  in  such 
goods  of  foreign  manufacture  as  prints,  white  shirtings  and 
thread.  Wholesale  prices  generally  obtain  20^  per  cent,  on  gross 
value  {i,e.  first  cost  and  duty  at  10  months'  credit). 

At  present  the  only  opening  for  foreigners  would  seem  to  be  in 
railways,  cotton-mills  and  soap  manufactures 

The  State  of  Piauhy  (which  has  been  lately  added  to  the  aeneral 
Consular  district  of  Pemambuco)  is  almost  exdusively  devoted  to  ^^n^^ks. 
cattle  raising,  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  being  limited  to  a  small  ^g>fic»»lfc»^* 
amount  of  cotton  in  certain  districts  for  export,  and  such  cereals 
as  beans,  maize  and  manioc  for  home  consumption.    The  wealth 
of  the  State  consists' in  its  pasturage  which  supports  large  herds 
of  cattle,  but  hardly  any  sheep  or  goats.     The  cattle  trade  appears 
to  have  but  little  outlet  by  sea,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  port 
and  bar,  which  give  but  scanty  facilities  for  suitable  steam  tonnage 
for  the  transport  of  cattle  to  the  neighbouring  market  of  Pard, 
which  is  largely  supplied  from  the  River  Plate  ports. 

The  distribution  of  cattle  from  the  interior  to  the  adjoining 
and  Southern  States  is  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent,  but 
owing  to  a  complete  lack  of  statistics  I  am  unable  to  give  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  horned  beasts  exported. 

The    highland    districts  of    Ceard,  Rio    Grande    do   Norte, 
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Exports. 


Parnahyba  and  Pemambuco  are  largely  supplied  from  the  State 
of  Piauhy ;  the  cattle  are  driven  down  in  easy  stages,  obtaining 
pasture  on  the  road,  and  large  herds  often  arrive  in  this  State 
after  three  months*  journey.  The  cattle  are  left  in  the  highlands 
of  this  State  to  fatten  after  their  journey,  and,  then  are  driven  to 
the  nearest  railway  station  for  tiunsport  to  the  city. 

Annexed  is  a  return  giving  the  principal  articles  of  export 
from  the  State  of  Piauhy,  with  official  values,  during  the  years 
1899-1900. 

In  this  return  is  not  included  what  has  been  exported  by  way 
of  Pari,  Maranham  and  Cear4  to  New  York. 

Parnahyba  is  fully  500  miles  (by  sea)  north  of  Pernambuco, 
with  which  infrequent  communication  is  maintained. 


liETUKN  showing  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Parnahyba 

during  the  Years  1899-1900. 

1899. 


Artidca. 

Quantity. 

Exported  to-* 

Offldal  Value. 

• 

Sterling.* 

Beia. 

£      a.   r7. 

Or7  bidet 

••. 

... 

4,606 

Lisbon 

89,1168200 

1.808  16    8 

tf             ••• 
•Cotton 

•  •• 

Baga    ... 

51,741 
7,767 

•Oporto  .M       •« 

1 

1,446,088  000 

48,201    6    9 

HidM   ...        ... 

••• 

•  •tt 

21,60S 

1 

"Cotton  .••       ..• 

••. 

Baga    ... 

»,448 

Aubber 

•«. 

Paekagea 

1,920 

Uesin • 

... 

11 

eoi 

•Cotton-feed    ... 

..a 

Baga    ... 

S84 

•CsuroftulMi  wax 

.•• 

tt       ••• 

MS 

Damagted  cotton 
IDones  ... 

66 
U 

>  Lirerpool 

888,676  820 

27,966  17    2 

Jabonmdl 

... 

•t       ••• 

M 

Capiri  «. 

«.. 

Gaaea    ... 

80 

Senoft 

•«. 

ft       •• 

lA 

Ifinfrlaaa 

••• 

I*       ••• 

12 

Beeawax 

••• 

Barrela... 

8 

Reain  (medicinal) 

.«• 

Faolwgea 

8 

1 

Hidea 

Bubber 

•  at 

••• 

Paekagea 

••• 

5.042 
884 

... 

j>  Hamburg         ... 

».«          1*. 

228,804  900 

7,626  16 

Total    ... 

2,562,684  620 

86,087  16 

Excbanga:  8d.  ptr mllrda  al Banialijba, 
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1900. 


AnMef. 

t 

1 

1 
qoantttj. 

Izpoftidto— 

OOdalVahM. 

' 

Cnjfoucj. 

SierUDff.* 

Bois. 

£      a.   d. 

SAltedbldM    ... 

... 

BalM    ... 

*»}}!     }Uiibon 

27,5661600 

918  17    1 

Dry  hidM 
Cotton 

••• 
... 

... 
Bate*    ... 

A5,iM3 
8,219 

rOpoito  ...       ... 

1,433,283  450 

47,776    2    4 

DrjhldM       ... 

.•• 

••• 

9,141 

OoCtOD  ...          *.. 

... 

Baas    ... 

8 

Bubber 

••• 

PaokagM 

2,056 

Botin 

••• 

n 

•49 

Oottoo-Med    ... 

... 

Bact     ... 

2,150 

CuniMibawftx 

... 

t»       ••• 

617 

i>uiiag«d  cotton 

«•• 

tt       ••• 

38 

HoDes 

Jabomndi 

... 

PackaffM 

3 
7 

'liTorpool 

790,513  180 

26,350    8    9 

Uornt 

•■ 

••• 

6,615 

Honohafar 

•.. 

PaokagM 

168 

VcnUMn 

••• 

If 

20 

laingliM 

••« 

ti 

9 

1 

(Jtoo  oopabibn... 

••• 

t« 

6 

Oleo  do  niMttio, 

or 

cattor  oU    ... 

••• 

If 

1 

DT7  bidM 

••• 

«•« 

1,341 

1        ••• 

...          ••• 

9,666  000 

322    4    0 

Tout    ... 

•  «• 

1 

••• 

2,261,028  230 

76,367  12    2 

Kzehange :  6d.  por  milTeia  at  Pttnaliyba. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Porto  Alegre  for  tlie  Year 

1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  Archer. 

(Eeceived  at  Foreign  Office,  April  29, 1901.) 

.Tor  the  Ijwt  two  or  three  years  the  business  situation  of  Porto  introductory 
Alegre  has  been  passing  from  bad  to  worse,  and  1900  shows  no  remarks, 
alteration  in  this  respect.  The  gloomy  prospects  in  view  at  the 
time  of  my  last  report  have  unfortunately  become  a  reality,  and 
though  during  the  first  six  months  there  was  a  further  falling-ofT 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  it  was  only  when  the  suaden 
rise  of  exchange  in  June  and  July  put  a  complete  stop  to  business 
as  far  as  dry  goods  are  concerned,  that  the  crisis  became  acute  and 
has  continued  so  ever  since. 

The  situation  has  been  still  further  strained  owing   to   the  Failures, 
failure  of  two  important  firms,  one  having  houses  in  Porto  Alegre 
and  Kio  Grande  and  the  other  in  Pelotas. 

The  former  was  largely  engaged  in  the  exportation  of  produce, 
and  its  failure  has  been  severely  felt  owing  to  the  disorganisation 
caused  by  its  withdrawal  from  the  market,  and  its  being  no  longer 
able  to  afford  the  facilities  it  had  hitherto  given  to  producers  in 
finding  a  market  for  their  goods. 

The  Pelotas  house  was  also  largely  engaged  in  financing  the 
charqueadores  (jerked  beef  manufacturers)  as  well  as  shippers  of 
that  article  to  the  north  of  Brazil,  and  both  did  a  banking  business 
and  held  money  in  deposit  on  account  of  people  up  country,  so 
that  there  can  be  little  doubt  these  failures  have  helped  to  ag- 
gravate, throughout  the  whole  State,  the  critical  condition  of 
business,  which  is  worse  at  present  than  has  ever  been  known. 

Money  seems  to  have  almost  ceased  to  circulate,  and  nearly  Shortness  of 
^  the  dealers  with  the  interior  are  much  behindhand  with  their  money, 
payments.    Recoveries  are  in  fact  most  diflficult,  and  such  is  the 
position  of  affairs  that,  although  some  dealers  are  as  much  as  12 
months  overdue  in  their  payments,  anything  in  the  way  of  for- 
cible measures  would  in  all  probability  bring  about  a  general 

crash. 

The  stamp  and  oonsumplnon  taxes  imposed  by  the  Federal  stamp  dutiee. 
(771)  A  2 
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Government  have  also  contributed  to  pitJduce  the  present  situation, 
and  no  doubt  have  drained  a  large  amount  of  money  out  of  the 
State. 

Some  of  the  State  taxes  are  particularly  annoying,  for  every 
show-card,  ticket,  price  label,  &c.,  exposed  to  public  notice  must 
bear  a  stamp  of  30  reis  (value,  at  lOd,  exchange,  about  ^d),  every 
price  ticket  in  a  shop  window  and  every  notice  of  "  this  house  to 
let "  must  bear  a  stamp. 
Imporu.  With  regard  to  importation,  although  no  statistics  are  to  be 

had,  it  has  certainly  fallen  off  enormously,  especially  during  the 
latter  half  of  the  year. 
HeaTjstooki.  The  stoppage  of  sales  resulting  from  the  sudden  rise  in  ex- 
change* which  caused  all  classes  of  buyers  to  hold  oflf,  left  im- 
porters with  very  heavy  stocks  which  they  have  not  been  able 
to  refduce  since,  and  this  fact  combined  with  the  rise  in  prices 
in  Eui-ope  has  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  make  new  pur- 
chases. 
Competition  Joined  to  this  the  list  of  articles  in  dry  goods,  which  can  be 

of  nafciTe        profitably .  imported,  is  constantly  decreasing  owing  to  the  com- 
""   '  petition  of  native  mills  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  St.  Paulo,  and  this 

State. 
Importation  While  exchange  remains  at  its  present  figure  (about  lOd.)  it 

of  dry  goods,  does  not  pay  to  import  the  plainer  kinds  of  cotton-goods  such  as 
domestics,  oxfords,  denims,  shirtings,  &c.,  except  some  special 
qualities  on  a  small  scale,  prints  being  about  the  only  article 
remaining  in  which  anything  like  an  important  business  is  done 
in  dry  goods  with  the  United  Kingdom. 

At  the  present  time,  however,  all  the  impoi-ters  are  over- 
stocked with  prints  owing  to  the  falling-oflf  in  the  demand. 

Fancy  cotton  dress  goods  are  also  imported  from  the  United 
^  Kingdom  on  a  r^ular  scale  when  business  is  normal,  but  the 

amount  is  not  very  large. 

Cotton  trouserings  (cassinettes  and  similar  goods)  which 
formerly  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  considerable 
tjuantities,  now  come  principally  from  Italy,  though  as  far  as 
this  State  goes  they  suffer  strong  opposition  from  tiie  goods  of  a 
iactory  established  by  an  Italian  company  in  the-  city  of  Rio 
Grande. 

Hosiery  when  not  of  native  make  now  comes  almost  entirely 
from,  or  at  least  viS,,  Germany. 

Cotton  laces  come  principally  from  the  United  Kangdom.  A 
few  of  native  make  have  appeared  in  the  market  but  they  do  not 
seriously  compete. 

Baizes  still  come  principally  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
the  consumption  is  not  large  and  is  very  irr^ular,  and  a  native 
mill  in  Rio  Grande  produces  a  good  article  which  competes  to  a 
certain  extent ;  the  British  baizes,  however,  have  the  advantage 
in  finish  and  colour. 

The  above  remarks  apply  principally  to  goods  for  sale  up 
country  which  form  the  bulk  of  the  Porto  Alegre  trade. . 

There  are  many  other  things  imported  in  unimportant  quantities 
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and  the  city  shopkeepers,  of  course,  import  small  lines  of  the  more 
expensive  materials  and  fancy  goods  for  the  retail  trade,  but  they 
are  scarcely  worth  mentioning  specially. 

Many  of   the  hardware  importing  firms  being  Grerman  they  Hardwam. 
natnrally  give  the  preference  to  German  articles  as  tar  as  they 
can,  but  on  tlie  whole  the  larger  share  of  the  trade  falls  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  the  native  aud  Portuguese  houses  have  no 
such  preference  and  buy  where  they  find  it  suits  them  best. 

Fencing  wire,  small  machinery,  bar  and  sheet-iron,  come 
principally  fit)m  CJermany,  as  well  as  enamelled  and  wrought-iron 
hollow-ware.  Locks  come  principally  from  (Jermany  and  France. 
Hinges  come  from  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and  France 
according  to  the  style  and  quality  required.  Axes  come  almost 
exclusively  from  the  United  States  and  Germany,  the  former  having 
the  bulk  of  the  business.  Hoe^  come  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
also  cast  and  tinned  hollow- ware,  soda  ash,  caustic  soda,  galvanised- 
iron  sheets,  tin,  spades  and  shovels.  British  cutlery  and  tools 
also  have  the  preference. 

Taken  altogether  hardware  comes  principally  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  it  is  a  general  complaint  that  British  makers  do  not 
put  their  goods  up  so  neatly  and  effectively  as  their  competitors, 
who  are  always  striving  after  attractiveness  in  making  up  goods 
for  sale  and  are  willing  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of  their 
customers  whenever  possible.  There  is  no  doubt  this  has  great 
influence  with  buyers,  and  a  neatly  parcelled  article  of  inferior 
quality,  especially  if  cheaper,  is  more  saleable  than  a  better  one 
got  up  in  an  unattractive  way.  I  think  it  would  be  well  worth 
the  while  of  British  manufacturers  and  exporters  to  give  more 
attention  to  this  detail. 

In  the  earthenware  trade,  tlie  bulk  of  which  is  in  the  com-  Barthenwar*. 
moner  qualities  such  as  granite,  painted  and  common  chinaware, 
the  United  Kingdom  has  the  principal  share,  but  painted  and 
common  chinaware  from  Holland  is  beginning  to  compete,  and  is 
generally  better  finished,  the  material  being  whiter  and  the  glaze 
more  brilliant.  The  colours  in  the  painted  ware  are  also  brighter 
and  the  designs  neater,  while  the  shapes  in  both  classes  are 
newer  and  prettier  than  in  similar  British  goods,  which  continue 
to  come  in  the  old  designs  and  shapes,  no  endeavour  being  made, 
apparently,  to  get  out  of  the  beaten  track,  so  that  anything  in 
the  way  of  novelty  offered  by  competitors  immediately  attracts 
attention.    The  differences  are  not  great  but  they  are  sufficient. 

A  kind  of  porcelain,  or  half  porcelain  as  it  is  called,  comes 
chiefly  from  Germany  and  Belgium  ;  glassware  from  Bohemia  and 
Germany.  Common  glassware — tumblers,  lamp  chimneys,  medi- 
cine bottles,  &c. — ^is  now  little  imported,  being  made  locally. 

Haberdashery  and  small  wares  for  the  countiy  trade,  of  cheap 
and  ordinary  quality,  come  principally  from  France  and  Germany. 
For  the  town  trade  better  qualities  come  from  France. 

It  is  impossible,  however,  in  the  absence  of  statistics  to  know 
exactly  where  the  different  goods  come  from,  much  of  what  is 
(771)  A  3 
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Steamship 
facilities 
from 
Hamburg. 

Exports. 


•hipped  from  Germany  and  considered  German  being  manufactured 
in  Austria,  Switzerland,  and  other  places. 

Perhaps  with  the  introduction  of  Consular  invoices,  which  are 
to  be  furnished  with  all  shipments  from  the  beginning  of  1901 
and  will  give  the  .quantities,  vedues,  and  place  of  origin  of  all 
goods,  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  in  future  of  giving  these 
particulars  and  of  knowing  exactly  the  "proportion  of  trade  with 
each  country. 

At  present  Germany  is  probably  credited  with  a  good  deal  of 
trade  in  articles  which  come  from  other  countries,  and  are  shipped 
in  Hamburg,  many  of  the  importers  having  their  correspondents 
there  who  buy  and  ship  the  goods  from  that  port  even  when  bought 
in  France  or  the  United  Kingdom. 

This  is  due  in  some  measure  to  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
regular  steamship  lines  from  Hamburg,  with  sailings  twice  per 
month,  a  considerable  quantity  of  through  shipments  from  the 
United  Kingdom  being  now  made  vik  Hamburg. 

The  exports  from  here  are  chiefly  to  the  northern  ports  of 
Brazil.  There  are  no  regular  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom 
for  which  even  no  facilities  exist,  and  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  get 
a  stray  package  of  anything  sent  there. 

The  chief  articles  exported  in  1900  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


Table  showing  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export   from  Port 
Alegre  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1900.* 

1899.t 

1 

Articles. 

^^  — B  ^  B^  A  S  A     __ 

Value. 

Quantity, 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Milreis. 

£ 

Milreis. 

fi 

Lard          

Tons   ... 

3,7S5 

2,696,684 

108,894 

Tons    ... 

1,098 

8,264,625 

96,216 

aiandioca  flour    ... 

II     ••• 

20,698 

2,690,448 

103,694 

Bushels 

1,188,929 

6,491,268 

189,828, 

Ox  and  cow-hides 

II     ••• 

1,959 

1,964,821 

76,479 

Tons    ... 

2,146 

8,009,896 

90,890 

Jerked  beef 

11     ••* 

1,642 

1,166,059 

44,618 

II     ••• 

660 

472,011 

18,766 

Raw  tobacoo 

II     ••• 

1,867 

918,717 

86,216 

/I     ••• 

8,767 

1,902,976 

65,608 

Salted  pork 

II     ••• 

802 

440,618 

16,798 

II     ••• 

678 

488,669 

12,794 

Leather     

II 

168 

867,604 

18,782 

II     ... 

200 

464,417 

13,646 

£ggs          ...        ... 

HMr           

Dozens 

616,690 

220.698 

8,606 

Dozens 

668,286 

266,221 

7,647 

Tons    ... 

90 

172,106 

6,688 

•  I  • 

... 

...I 

•  •• 

Beeswax    

♦1     ••• 

451 

184,613 

6,188 

Tons    ... 

64 

148,348 

4,826 

Tallow       

II     ••« 

186 

99,227 

3,824 

•  tt 

... 

..4 

•  ■• 

Woollen  ponchos, 

&c        ...        ... 

Dosens 

266 

73,991 

2,862 

Tons   ... 

12 

99,642 

2,906 

Siarch       

Tons   ... 

206 

42,186 

1,626 

•  ■ « 

•  •• 

...: 

•  •  • 

Grease       

11     ••• 

34 

27,994 

1,079 

■  ■ « 

t  •» 

...t 

•  •■ 

Uorna        

Horns ... 

183,808 

27,118 

1,046 

•  ■« 

•  •■ 

...t 

•  «• 

Male  saddles 

Dozens 

142 

26,16-1 

1,009 

•  t« 

•  •• 

:•% 

•  •  • 

Pea-nuts 

Tons   ... 

176 

26.014 

964 

Bushels 

19,100 

98,703 

2,878 

Canned  meats      ... 

■  •• 

•■• 

..4 

•  •• 

• 

Tons    ... 

227 

182,614 

6,828 

*  A?erage  exchange,  9^(2.  per  milreis.         f  Average  exchange,  Id.  per  milreis.  I  Not  specified. 

KoTc.'— >The  total  is  made  up  by  a  number  of  small  articles  whi^  are  not  specified  in  the  notes 
kindly  furnished  to  me  by  the  director  of  the  State  Treasury. 
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The  destinations  were  as  follows  : — 


Place. 


ArUdM. 


Hamburg  .. 


New  York 


Hair 
Hides 
Hornfl 
Beeewaz 


...   Hides 


•  •• 
••• 
••• 


Tons 


Trieste 


••■  ••• 


Hair 


Hides 


II 
If 


If 


Value. 


Quantfty. 


80 

1,706 

175 

29 


60 
82 


Currency, 

Sterling. 

MUrels. 
67,860 

1,706,700 
26,900 
87,000 

£ 

2,211 

66.780 

909 

8,868 

•••.       II 


1,876,960 

60,060 
61,184 


72,848 


2,316 
2,866 


121,244 


4,678 


82 


82,082 


1,286 


Buenos  Ayres    ... 

Mandloca  flour 

•«. 

■  1 

•»• 

120 

16,600 

601 

Bfonte  Video 

II 
Lard 

... 

... 

... 

II 

n 

••• 

206 
8,786 

26,660 

1,027 

Other  parts  of  Braxil    ... 

2,696,634 

108.894 

Mandioca  flour 

.« 

If 

••• 

20,373 

2,648,480 

102,077 

Beans 

... 

II 

••• 

16,401 

2,228,226 

85,879 

Jerked  beef 

... 

II 

»•• 

1,642 

1,166,069 

44)618 

Tobacco  ... 

... 

II 

••• 

1,687 

830,000 

81,990 

Salted  pork 

... 

l» 

••• 

802 

440,618 

16,978 

Leather   ... 

«.. 

II 

••* 

168 

867,604 

18,782 

Egg> 

..• 

Dosen 

••« 

616,090 

220,698 

8,606 

Beeswax  ... 

.•• 

Tons 

««t 

16 

48)000 

1,900 

Tdlow      ... 

... 

n 

••■ 

186 

99,227 

8,824 

Ponchos  ... 

... 

Dosen 

••• 

266 

78,991 

2,852 

Starch 

... 

Tons 

••• 

206 

42,186 

1,626 

Chreasa     ... 

••• 

tt 

■•• 

84 

27,994 

1,079 

Mule«iddles 

... 

Dosen 

•■• 

142 

26,164 

1,009 

Peanuts   ... 

... 

Tons 

■•• 

176 

26.014 

964 

Sundries  ... 
Hides       ... 

•  a. 
..I 

•  •• 

Tons 

••• 

•  •• 

1S8 

1,069,869 

40,829 

11,978,164 

461,707 

Falmouth ...       .^ 

164,989 

6,974 

Horns 

.*■ 

ff 

••• 

8 

•  •• 

1,218 

46 

166,207 

6,020 

Non.— Exchange  calculated  at  9^.  per  milreis. 


In  1899   only  the  values  were  obtainable  which  I  now  give 
for  comparison : — 


Place. 


Other  pftriiB  of  Brazil 

Hamburg       

New  York 

Antwerp         •  •         •  •         .  • 
English  Channel 

Trieste 

Bremen 


Value. 


Ourrencj. 


Milreis. 

16,760,491 

2,522,755 

1,540,388 

288,624 

151,738 

149,655 

122,199 


Sterling. 


£ 

488,847 

73,675 

44,926 

6,959 

4,425 

4,365 

3,560 


Note.— Exchange  calculated  at  7(^.  per  milreis. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  tobacco  crop  is  usually  sent  to 
Hamburg  and  one  or  two  other  European   ports,  but   in   1900 
(771)  A  4 
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apparently  none  was  sent  to  Europe,  nearly  all  of  it  going  to  the 

north  of  Brazil. 

The  total  official  value  on  which  State  export  duties  were 
paid  in  Porto  Alegre  during  1900  was  14,617,704  milreis  (at  O^d, 
563,391/.),  against  21,584,408  mUreis  (at  7rf.,  629,535/.)  in  1899. 
This  shows  a  very  great  falling  -  off  during  1900,  but  the 
rise  in  exchange  had  the  effect  of  lowering  prices  materially 
even  of  goods  not  sold  on  a  gold  basis.  In  1899  the  average 
exchange   here    was    Id,  per    milreis,    while    in    1900    it  was 

about  9irf. 

It  is  almost  impossible,  therefore,  to  draw  a  correct  com- 
parison between  one  year  and  another  with  such  great  fluctuations 
in  exchange,  and  it  is  probable  the  avenge  rate  does  not  represent 
the  real  effect  on  prices,  for  the  exportation  may  have  been  princi- 
pally made  when  exchange  was  near  its  highest  or  its  lowest 
point  In  addition  to  this  there  is,  of  course,  the  usual  influence 
of  supply  and  demand. 

A  considerable  decrease  >^ill  be  observed  in  the  quantities 
of  some  articles,  the  natural  consequence  of  the  bad  harvest  of 
1899-1900,  but  from  the  beginning  of  1900  it  became  compulsory 
to  sell  cereals,  &c.,  by  weight  instead  of  by  litre  as  formerly,  which 
makes  comparison  of  quantity  difficult  in  some  cases. 

The  official  values  are  fixed  weekly  by  a  committee  of  tlie 
Praqa  do  Commercio  (Chamber  of  Commerce)  and  are  usually 
somewhat  below  the  actual  market  price. 

The  returns  for  the  whole  State  for  1900  are  not  yet  to  be  had, 
but  in  1899  they  were  58,096,800  milreis  (at  7rf.,  1,694,490/.), 
against  62,583,129  milreis  (at  Id,,  1,825,341/.)  in  1898. 

Of  the  former  amount  the  port  of  Rio  Grande  contributed 
425,340/.,  and  Pelotas  439,886/.  In  1897-98  the  relative 
proportions  were  about  the  same,  so  they  probably  remain  so  in 

1900. 

Shipping  and       There  were  no  entries  or  clearances  of  foreign  vessels  at  Porto 

naifigafeioii.      Alegre  in  1900,  the  re-opening  of  the  custom-house  having  been 

too  recent  for  any  alteration  in  the  shipping  of  the  port  to  be  felt. 

It  is  very  unlikely,  however,  that  sailing  vessels  will  frequent 

the  port  to  any  extent,  or  even  as  much  as  formerly. 

Freiffhta.  Freights  by  the  regular  steamship  lines  are   almost,  if  not 

quite,  as  low  as  sailing  vessels  can  profitably  work  at,  and  such 

differences  as  there  may  be  in  favour  of  the  latter  are  more  than 

wiped  out,  even  on  rough  goods,  by  the  saving  in  interest  and 

insurance,  and  the  regularity  and  punctuality  in  receiving  goods 

by  steamer. 

For  some  time  during  the  year,  owing  to  the  rivalry  between 
the  two  lines  from  Hamburg,  freights  were  cut  down  to  a  very 
low  fi^^ure,  but  the  opposition  being  now  at  an  end  there  has  been 
a  return  to  normal  rates,  viz. :  rough  goods,  305.  to  355.  per  ton ; 
manufactures,  405.  per  ton ;  with  10  percent,  for  lighterage, which 
are  the  rates  now  charged  by  the  Hamburg-Sud-Amer&anische 
and  the  Hamburg- Amerika  companies  from  Hamburg  and  also  on 
through  bill  of  lading  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
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The  ^freights  from  Liverpool  by  Messi's.  T^uiport  and  Holt's 
line  are  at  present  40^.  for  all  classes,  with  10  per  cent,  primage, 
lighterage  and  landing  expenses  being  for  account  of  consignees. 
These  rates  are  10^.  higher  than  to  the  port  of  Rio  Grande. 

Sailing  vessels  also  used  to  cliarge  10s.  over  the  Eio  Grande 
rates,  while  the  loss  of  time  in  receiving  cargo  as  compared  with 
steamers  was  increased  by  the  delay  in  discharging  part  of  their 
cargo  in  Rio  Grande  and  the  long  run  up  to  Porto  Alegre  which, 
owing  to  the  shallows  and  winding  channels  at  both  ends  of  the 
lake,  sometimes  took  even  as  much  as  a  month  in  unfavourable 
weather,  while  a  steamer  does  the  run  regularly  in  about  24  hours 
at  most. 

Sailing  vessels  can  hardly  compete  as  at  no  time  were  freights 
by  them  lower  than  30s.  to  Porto  Alegre  for  any  class  of  goods 
from  Europe. 

The  custom-house  was  re-opened  on  September  1  and  though,  Custom- 
owing  to  doubt  on  the  part  of  the  business  community  that  the   °^**' 
Government  might  again  postpone  the  opening,  direct  shipments 
only  began  to  arrive  some  time  afterwards,  they  have  gradually 
increased,  although  for  the  reasons  already  stated  the  import  trade 
has  fallen  off  enormously. 

The  re-establishment  of  the  custom-house  has  put  an  end  to 
the  delays,  annoyances,  and  losses  (explained  in  previous  reports) 
to  which  Porto  Alegre  importers  were  subjected  in  liaving  to 
despatch  their  goods  in  Rio  Grande. 

An  instance  of  what  these  difficulties  were  is  afforded  by  some  Difficultiei  in 
packages  of  office  requisites  sent  out  by  the  Foreign  Office  for  the  ^^i?^**^* 
use  of  this  Consulate.  house. 

After  about  three  months  had  elapsed  before  the  Treasury 
order  for  the  free  delivery  of  the  goods  was  granted,  it  was  at  last 
received  on  December  22,  and  instructions  were  at  once  sent  down 
to  a  custom-house  agent  in  Rio  Grande  to  despatch  the  goods,  the 
parcels  having  been  sent  out  to  that  port  before  the  custom-house 
in  Porto  Alegre  was  re-opened.  Fresh  delays  then  occurred, 
whether  due  to  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  encountei-ed  in  the 
Rio  Grande  custom-house  or  to  want  of  activity  on  the  part  of 
the  custom-house  agent,  it  is  difficult  to  say,  probably  to  both, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  telegraph  protesting  against  the  delay. 

I  was  then  informed  that  the  packages  would  come  out  of 
the  custom-house  the  same  day  and  would  be  sent  up  by  first 
opportunity.  More  than  a  fortnight  again  passed  before  they 
were  finally  received  here  on  February  9,  about  eight  weeks  after 
the  order  from  the  Treasury  was  received  authorising  their  free 
despatch.  As  these  things  were  sent  off  by  the  Foreign  Office 
in  Jime  last  it  has  taken  eight  months  for  me  to  get  them.  Even 
then  one  package  was  not  sent  up,  and  I  was  advised  tliat  it 
had  been  delivered  to  the  Porto  Alegre  custom-house. 

If  such  delay  occurs  in  the  despatch  of  official  packages  allowed 
to  pass  duty  free,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  imagined  what  liappens  with 
ordinary  merchandise. 

^oods  frequently  remained  so  long  in  the  custom-house  from 
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one  cause  or  another  that  extra  storage  (which  is  excessively 
heavy)  had  to  be  paid  even  when  every  efifort  had  been  made,  as 
far  as  the  owner  of  the  goods  was  concerned,  to  get  delivery  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Instances  have  occurred  of  goods  having  been  sold  while  in 
the  custom-house  of  Rio  Grande,  and  the  delay  in  obtaining 
possession  of  them  has  been  so  great  that  months  have  passed 
and  the  buyer  has  refused  to  take  delivery  when  at  last  they  have 
arrived. 

It  would  be  hard,  in  fact,  to  exaggerate  the  delays,  losses,  and 
annoyances  Porto  Alegre  importers  suffered  in  being  obliged  to 
have  their  goods  landed  at  Rio  Grande. 

No  doubt  some  of  the  fault  was  due  to  the  inefficiency  and 
want  of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  custom-house  agents  in  Rio 
Grande,  but  whether  the  blame  lay  with  the  custom-house  or  the 
agent,  or  both,  the  result  to  the  Porto  Alegre  importer  was  equally 
disastrous. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  re-opening  of  the  Porto  Alegre 
custom-house  was  a  distinct  relief  to  the  importers  here  from 
the  obstacles  and  vexations  they  encountered  on  all  sides  at  Rio 
Grande. 
Stftta  finances  The  accounts  showing  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the 
State  Government  which  were  presented  to  Congress  at  the 
#mnual  session  in  September  last  are  only  made  up  to  December 
31,  1899,  and  on  that  date  continued  to  present  a  satisfactory 
result. 

The  revenue  amounted  to  11,098,249  milreis  (at  d^d.  equals 
427,745/.)  and  the  total  expenditure  to  11,530,018  milreis 
(444,386/.),  including  1,027,996  milreis  (39,621/.)  extraordinary 
expenditure  in  public  improvements,  roads,  &c.,  which  leaves  a 
nominal  deficit  of  431,769  milreis  (16,641/.),  but  a  surplus  over 
the  ordinary  expenditure  of  596,227  milreis  (22,980/.).  In  the 
ordinary  expenditure  the  sum  of  350,000  milreis  (13,490/.)  reduc- 
tion of  debt  is  included. 

The  various  items  of  revenue  and  expenditure  have  been  given 
in  several  previous  reports,  and  remain  virtually  the  same ;  it  is, 
therefore,  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  seriatim.  Compared  with 
previous  years  the  revenue  continues  to  increase,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  table : —  • 
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11 

Currency. 

1 

Bevenue. 

Sterling. 

S    ! 

s  Ck* 

Year. 

s 

Ordinary 
Expenditure. 

Surplus. 

• 

s 

t 

QQ 

1897*  .. 
1898*  .. 
1899t  . .         . . 

Milreis. 

9,635,616 
10,819,718 
11,098,249 

1 
Milreis. 

7,971,695 ' 

10,256,696 

10,602,022 1 

Milreis. 

1,663,821 
663,022 
596,227 

£ 
281,036 
315,576 
427.746 

£ 
232,508 
299,163 
404.766 

£ 
48,528 
16,422 
22,980 

•  Exchange,  7rf.  =  1  milreis. 


t  Exchange,  9id.  »  1  milreis. 


The  public  debt  which  stood  at  4,165,250  mibeis  (at  7rf. 
exchange,  121,486^.)  on  December  31,  1898,  was  reduced  to 
3,814,250  milreis  (at  9^^.  exchange,  147,008/.)  on  December  31, 
1899. 

The  difficulty  of  making  correct  comparisons  in  sterling  with 
such  great  variations  in  exchange  is  seen  above,  where  the  debt, 
which  is  all  internal  and  in  currency,  is  shown  to  be  considerably 
more,  in  sterling,  in  1899  than  it  was  in  1898,  though  as  a  matter 
of  fact  it  had  been  reduced  actually  by  nearly  9  per  cent. 

Provision  was  made  in  the  Budget  of  1900  for  a  further 
reduction  of  350,500  milreis  (at  9^d.  equals  13,509/.),  so  that  on 
December  31  last  the  debt  should  stand  at  3,463,750  milreis 
(at  9^d.  equals  133,499/.)  having  been  reduced  from  7,835,750 
milreis  (at  d^d.  equals  302,774/.)  to  3,814,250  milreis  (at  9id. 
equals  147,008/.)  in  six  years. 

In  his  message  to  the  State  Congress  the  President,  alluding  to 
this  subject,  makes  the  following  observations : — 

"  If  it  were  not  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  reducing,  or  ' 
rather  that  there  is  a  convenience  in   not  reducing,  the  large 
amounts  employed  in  the  execution  of  public  works,  it  is  certain 
it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  totally  extinguish  the  debt  within, 
at  most,  six  years. 

"  When,  however^  the  debt  is  in  conditions  such  as  ours  it  is    . 
better  to  employ  the  public  money  in  improvements  than  to  apply 
it  solely  to  reduce  the  debt." 

The  opening  of  the  line  between  Bage  and  Sfto  Borja  has  ^wlways. 
completed  the  railway  communication  between  Rio  Grande  and 
this  city,  with  the  exception,  of  course,  of  the  river  service  from 
the  terminus  of  the  Porto  Alegre  and  Uruguayana  Railway  at 
the  Margem  do  Taquary  to  Porto  Alegre,  so  that  it  is  now  possible 
to  make  the  journey  by  land.  It  takes  three  days,  however,  and 
is  not  at  all  likely  to  divert  the  steamer  traffic  either  in  passengers 
or  goods,  the  voyage  up  the  lake  taking  about  24  hours,  including 
a  call  at  Pelotas. 

It  may  possibly  divert  some  of  the  trade  with  the  interior 
from  Porto  Alegre,  both  in  imports  and  exports,  but  this  can  only 
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iforto  Alegre 
and  New 
Hamburg 
Bailwaj. 


be  seen  later  on,  as  in  the  present  crisis  the  movement  is  too 
paralysed  to  show  any  marked  6igns  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  line  from  Bag^  is  worked  by  the  Belgian  Company,  who 
are  lessees  of  the  Porto  Alegre  and  Urugiiayana  Railway,  which 
system  it  joins  at  Cacequy. 

A  concession  for  a  line  of  railway  from  the  locality  of  some 
copper  mines  at  Camaquam,  running  south  to  join  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Bag^  Railway  and  north  to  unite  with  the  Porto  Alegre  and 
XJruguayana  line  at  the  city  of  Cachoeira,  passing  through  the 
town  of  Caqapava,  has  been  granted  to  a  Brazilian  engineer,, 
Dr.  Jos6  Con^alves  Chaves,  who  was  one  of  the  vendors  of  the 
copper  mines  at  Camaquam  to  a  Belgian  Company.  Ca^apava 
has  also  some  good  copper  deposits  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  so 
far  they  have  not  been  properly  worked.  The  railway,  if  con- 
structed, will  be  of  considerable  value  in  opening  up  the  district 
through  the  facilities  it  will  afford  of  transporting  the  minerals  at 
a  reasonable  expense  to  Rio  Grande  or  Porto  Alegre  for  shipment. 

The  concession  was  petitioned  for  by  Dr.  Chaves,  and  in 
accordance  with  one  of  the  requirements  of  the  State  Constitution 
was  opened  to  public  competition.  No  other  application  having 
been  presented  it  was  granted  to  him. 

Notice  of  the  competition  was  open  for  too  short  a  time  to 
allow  of  tenders  being  made  from  Europe. 

The  Porto  Al^e  and  New  Hamburg  Railway  had  a  further 
slight  falling-off  in  receipts  in  1900  compared  with  previous  years 
as  shown  by  the  following  table : — 


% 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Year. 

§ 

• 

pis. 

• 

3 

• 

1 

• 

m 
s 

» 

Becei 

1 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

Milreis. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1898*  .. 

890,295 

371,112 

19,188 

11,470 

10,910 

560 

1899»  .. 

382,998 

377,509 

5,489 

11,260 

11,100 

160 

1900t  .. 

349,191 

3^15,310 

3,881 

13,480 

13,280 

150 

•  Exchange,  7d.  =  1  mUreis.  t  Exchange,  d^d.  —  1  milreis. 

The  traffic  returns  are  as  under : — 


Year. 


1898 
1899 
1900 


Goods. 


Tons. 
21,355 
21,253 
20,624 


Passengers. 


Numher. 
59,289 
60,534 
54,214 


The  decrease  in  the  revenue  from  passenger  traffic  amounted  to 
about  13*95  per  cent.,  and  from  goods  and  miscellaneous  traffic  to 
2'70  per  cent. 
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The  rates  of  this  railway  are  on  a  sliding  scale,  subject  to  the 
fluctuations  of  exchange,  and  "as  the  average  of  this  was  much 
higher  in  1900  than  the  two  preceding  years,  the  falling-off  in 
receipts  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the  h^her  rate  of  exchange, 
as  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  passengers  carried  is  only  about 
10  per  cent. 

Altogether  the  falling-off  is  much  less  than  might  have  been 
expected  considering  the  bad  state  of  trade  generally,  but  the  traffic 
being  principally  in  produce  from  the  up-country  colonies  the 
line  is  not  so  much  affected  as  it  otherwise  would  be.  The  reduc- 
tion in  expenditure  is  a  satisfactory  feature,  for,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  advance  in  exchange  has  not  yet  made  itself  felt  anything 
like  proportionately  in  the  cost  of  labour,  salaries,  and  local 
expenses. 

The  improvement  in  exchange  considerably  lightens  the  burden 
of  the  guarantee  paid  by  the  State  Government,  and  more  than 
^compensates  them  for  the  diminished  surplus. 

The  construction  of  the  steam  tramway  or  light  railway  from  Light  railway^ 
the  terminus  of  the  above  line  to  Taquara  do  Mundo  Novo,  a  ^*]J^^J^r|•  ^ 
distance  of  about  44  kiloms.  (27^  miles)  mentioned  in  my  last  Taquara  do 
report  has  already  been  commenced,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  Mundo  Noto. 
obtain  exact  information  of  the  progress  made.     The  capital  is 
being   found    locally,  but  seeing    how    scarce    money   is   here 
T  should  think  there  would  be  some  difficulty  in  realising  it,  and 
it  is  an  investment  which  might  be  worth  the  attention  of  British 
capitalists,  as  the  concessionnaires  or  company  might  possibly 
be    inclined  to    transfer    the  privil^e  for  a    reasonable    con- 
sideration. 

The  cost  of  construction  is  estimated  at  1,800,000  milreis 
(say  12d.  exchange  90,000/.),  and  the  revenue  at  500,000  milreis 
<25,000/.). 

The  receipts  are  based  on  a  minimum  of  50,000  passengers  and 
50,000  tons  of  goods. 

The  line  will  peiss  through  a  district  of  cultivated  lands  con- 
sisting-of  some  of  the  principal  and  oldest  German  colonies  or 
settlements  here,  having  an  estimated  population  of  about 
24,000  within  a  zone  of  10  kiloms.  (6^  miles)  on  each  side  of  the 

line. 

The  production  of  each  colony  or  holding  is  calculated  at  29 
tons,  and  as  there  are  3,000  such  holdings  in  the  zone  comprised 
by  the  line,  this  would  give  a  total  of  about  90,000  tons  to  be 
possibly  carried  by  the  railway,  not  including  the  products  from 
the  Cima  da  Serra  (high  table  lands)  and  the  district  of  the  town 
of  Lages  in  the  State  of  Santa  Catharina,  which  would  also  be 
conveyed  over  this  line,  and  leaving  out  of  account  any  traffic  in 
imported  goods. 

About  39  kiloms.  (24  miles)  from  Taquara  is  the  town  of 
S5o  Francisco  de  Paulo  de  Cima  da  Serra,  situated  in  a  fertile 
region  with  a  fine  climate,  and  at  an  altitude  of  890  metres 
(over  2,900  feet)  above  Taquara.  The  country  served  by  this 
railway  will  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  increased  fkoilities  of 
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transpoi-t  it  will  afford,  as  the  River  dos  Sinos,  on  which  much  of 
the  traffic  is  at  present  carried,  becomoe  too  shallow  during  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  year,  and  the  roads  are  very  heavy  and  hilly,  bo 
that  freights  are  exceedingly  high. 

For  the  iirBt  time  during  the  laat  four  years  there  was  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  immigrants  into  this  State  in  1900,  the 
figures  being  as  under : — 


YMr. 

Number 

18«          

189S           

1899           

1900           

..45, 
1,606 
I,96S 
1,S0S 

The  accompanying  table  gives  the  particulars  of  nationality, 
sex,  occupation,  &c. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the'  greater  number  were  unassisted 
immigrants,  1,071  having  paid  their  own  passage  to  this  State, 
principally  from  Eio  de  Janeiro,  but  there  is  no  information  as  to 
how  they  came  to  Brazil 

The  137  Braziban  immigrants  are  probably  refugees  from  the 
State  of  Cearfl,  where  a  severe  drought  was  the  cause  of  much 
suffering  and  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  leaving  for  other  parts  of 
Brazil. 

The  Government  of  Eio  Grande  offered  land  grants  to  auy 
emigrants  from  Ceara  who  might  wish  to  settle  here,  and  a  few 
lots  came  down,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  climate  is  suitable 
for  them,  as  in  the  newer  colonial  districts  in  the  highlands  it  is 
cold  in  winter  with  frost  and  occasionally  snow,  and  as  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  much  wanner  regions  they  are  unlikely  to 
prove  a  robust  and  desirable  class  of  settler. 

Most  of  the  immigrants  who  arrived  during  the  year  being 
agricultural  went  to  the  colonial  settlements  in  the  interior.  Of 
the  total  number,  however,  356  remained  in  the  cities  of  Kio  Grande, 
Pelotas,  and  I'orto  Alegre,  amongst  the  latter  being  the  solitary 
Englishman  who  is  given  as  having  remained  in  Porto  Alegre, 
though  he  has  not,  so  far,  made  his  presence  known  to  me,  while 
the  one  Swede  went  to  a  colony  up  country. 
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1()  PORTO   ALEGRE. 

Onttie.  Foot-aud-inouth  disease  made  its  appearance  among  the  eattle^ 

in  this  district  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  but  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  of  a  very  violent  character  as  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  it  lately,  and  it  appears  to  have  died  out. 

The  winter  having  been  mild  without  axcessive  rain,  cattle  are 
said  to  be  plentiful  and  in  good  condition,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
money  and  the  failure  of  the  two  houses  already  mentioned,  holders 
have  much  difficulty  in  finding  buyers,  being  unwilling  in  the 
majority  of  cases  to  accept  the  low  prices  which  are  now  offered. 

This  being  the  most  important  industry'  in  the  State,  the 
stagnation  seriously  affects  all  business. 

Possibly  later  on  the  breeders  and  graziers  may  be  obliged  ta 
sell,  as  although  at  present  (in  sunmier)  the  pastures  are  rich 
enough  to  support  the  number  of  cattle  existing  on  them,  many 
of  the  animals  would  die  off  in  the  winter,  and  it  is  to  be  supposed 
holders  would  prefer  to  sell  at  a  lower  price  than  lose  the  cattle 
altogether.     The  chief  difficulty,  however,  is  that  of  money. 

Population.  On  December  31  last  a  census  of  the  whole  of  Brazil  was  tO' 

have  been  taken  by  the  Federal  Government,  but  judging  by  the 
way  the  work  was  carried  out  here  it  was  very  imperfectly  done, 
and  as  far  as  this  city  is  concerned  the  returns  will  be  of  no  practical 
value  as  a  correct  count  of  the  population.  This  seems  to  be  so 
well  understood  that  up  to  now  (March,  1901)  no  figures  what- 
ever have  been  made  public  by  the  census  officiab.  The  popula- 
tion of  this  city  is  supposed  to  be  about  100,000,  and  it  would 
have  been  interesting,  if  the  census  had  been  properly  taken,  ta 
know  the  real  number  of  inhabitants,  as  the  tendency  appears  to 
be  to  over-estimate,  if  the  census  of  Eio  de  Janeiro  compared 
with  the  estimate  usually  given  can  be  taken  as  an  example. 

During  the  year  206  new  houses  were  built,  as  against  -392  in 
1899,  and  478  in  1898. 

The  unoccupied  houses  on  December  31  numbered  512,  against 
377  in  the  previous  year,  and  213  in  1898. 

This  would  indicate  that  there  was  no  material  increase  in 
the  population  during  1900. 

Public  health.  The  public  health  appears  to  have  been  satisfactory  in  so  far 
as  no  epidemic  occurred  during  the  year,  but  in  the  absence  of 
death  statistics  it  is  difficult  to  form  a  judgment. 

jlf^  The  number  of  fires  which  happened  in  this  city  from  February 

28,  1900,  to  February  28,  1901,  was  24,  affecting  32  buildings,  as 
against  28  fires  in  the  previous  year.  Seven  of  the  buildings  were 
uninsured,  the  sum  insured  on  the  others  being  692,000  milreis 
(at  9^^.  equals  26,671/.),  against  574,300  milreis  (at  7^.  equals 
16,750/.)  in  1899-1900,  and  11,937,000  milreis  (at  Id,  equals 
348,162/.)  in  1898-99.  Of  course  this  does  not  represent  the 
actual  damage,  which  was  in  most  instances  slight,  the  fire 
brigade  being  now  fairly  effective ;  its  prompt  appearance  when 
called  out  has  no  doubt  been  the  means  of  saving  a  gooij  deal  of 
property,  besides  reducing  considerably  the  number  of  suspicious 
cases,  as  it  generally  manages  to  savB  suffioient,  even  out  of  the 
worst  fii^,  to  serve  as  a  basis  fbr  calculating  the  value  dt  the 
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property  existing  at  the  time  the  (ire  began,  tlius  making  in- 
cendiarism more  risky  and  less  profitable  than  it  used  *iO  be 
when,  once  a  fire  began,  total  loss  was  the  rule  and  no  incon- 
venient vestiges  remained. 

Contrary  to  what  was  generally  understood,  the  Geruuiu  bank  Banks, 
in  Eio  de  Janeiro  has  not  yet  opened  a  branch  here,  so  tliat  the 
number  of  banks  remains  as  before,  viz.,  three,  two  native  Tjanks 
and  the  London  and  Brazih'an  Bank. 

The  average  rate  here  of  exchange  on  London  during  the  year  Exchange 
worked  out  at  about  9^^.,  but  varied  from  6\^d.  in  January,  to 
14d,  in  July,  in  which  month  it  fell  again  to  lO^d.  There  is 
generally  a  difference  of  ^<L  to  -^^.  liere  below  the  Rio  rate,  but 
it  amounted  to  as  much  as  Id.  or  more  during  the  rapid  ris  j,  and 
sometimes  wlien  the  Eio  market  is  unsteady  no  exchange  at  all 
can  be  had  here.  During  the  fall  in  July  there  was  no  rate  here 
for  days  consecutively,  to  the  great  prejudice  and  loss  of  mer- 
chants who  could  only  look  on  helplessly  while  exchange  con- 
tinned  to  fall  without  being  able  to  cover  their  sales  or  even  remit 
money  lying  in  the  bank. 

On  more  than  one  occasion  the  bank  was  without  a  rate  for 
three  days  running,  and  altogether  during  that  month  there  were 
10  working  days  out  of  25  (excluding  Sundays  and  holidays)  when 
no  ■  exchange  could  be  had.  This  adds  another  element  of  risk 
to  business  here  besides  that  of  the  enormous  fluctuations  in 
exchange. 

The  Banco  da  Provincia,  which  draws  on  account  of  the 
German  Bank  in  Eio,  is  generally  slightly  over  the  London  and 
Brazilian  Bank  in  its  drawing  rate,  and  during  the  exciting  days 
of  July  it  had  a  rate  sometimes  when  the  latter  was  without.  The 
result  of  all  this  is  that  amongst  some  of  the  larger  houses  who 
can  afford  the  loss  of  time  required  to  do  so,  there  is  a  growing 
tendency  to  send  their  money  up  to  Rio  and  take  remittances 

there. 

The  following  affords  an  instance  of  what  happens.  A  house 
here  which  receives  consignments  from  an  English  manufacturer 
had  telegraphic  orders  to  remit  a  considerable  sum,  which  had 
been  waiting  a  better  exchange,  in  order  to  save  a  loss  on  sales 
made  in  a  falling  exchange.  On  the  day  the  orders  were  received, 
and  for  three  days  afterwards,  there  was  no  exchange  to  be  had, 
and  the  remittance  could  not  be  made. 

Similar  orders  were  sent  by  the  same  manufacturer  to  his  con- 
si'^nees  in  Rio  on  the  same  date,  and  i2^d.  was  obtained.  When 
tlie  bank  here  opened  a  rate  on  the  fourth  day  it  had  dropped  to 

Hid. 

The  Exhibition  of  natural,    agriculiiural,  and  industrial  pro-  state 
ducts,  and  scientific,  litemry,  and  artistic  works  of  Rio  Grande  do  iCxhibition. 
Sul,  alluded  to  in  my  last  report,  was  opened  here  on  February 
2-1:  last  (1901)  by  the  President  of  the  State.    The  United  States 
Minister  to  Brazil  was  present  at  the  inauguration,  having  come 
down  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  that  purpose. 

Although  strictly  limited  to  productions  of  Rio  Grande,  the 
(771)  B 
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exhibitors,  big  and  little,  number  nearly  3,000,  of  which  between 
400  and  500  belong  to  Porto  Alegre. 

It  would  take  up  too  much  space  to  give  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  all  the  exhibits,  which  include  machinery  of  difiFerent 
kinds,  steam  engines,  oil  engines,  small  marine  engines,  turbines, 
distilling  apparatus,  fire-proof  safes,  cooking  stoves,  iron  bedsteads, 
wire  mattresses,  screw-presses,  wire  netting,  omamlental  lamp- 
posts, railings,  and  gates,  church  bells,  corn-shellers,  chaflF-cutters, 
garden  seats,  windmill  and  other  pumps,  carriages,  harness,  native 
saddlery  and  trappings,  some  cutlery,  such  as  butcher's  knives, 
sheath  and  dagger  knives,  matchets,  pruning  hooks,  hoes,  &c., 
safety  matches,  house  furniture,  glassware,  stained  glass,  brushes 
and  brooms,  files,  gun  and  blasting  powder,  wrapping  paper,  hats 
and  caps,  boots  and  shoes,  artificial  flowers,  gloves,  shirts,  hosiery, 
fancy  biscuits,  candles,  common  and  fancy  soaps,  perfumery,  drain 
pipes,  ornamental  tiles,  wine  presses,  weighing  machines,  musical 
instruments,  manufactured  tobacco,  cigars,  cigarettes,  woollen 
manufactures,  cloths,  cassimeres,  blankets,  flannels,  baizes,  shawls, 
Ac,  cotton  manufactures,  domestics,  shirtings,  regattas,  &c., 
hessians,  leather  and  leather  goods,  picture  frames,  wines,  spirits, 
liqueurs,  and  beer  (many  of  them  imitations  of  well-known 
European  productions,  such  as  vermouth,  cliartreuse,  bitters,  &c., 
and  no  less  than  five  brewers  exhibit  beer  in  bottles  bearing  a 
very  close  imitation  of  the  label  of  one  of  the  best  known 
bottlers  of  Guinness's  stout),  aerated  waters,  medicinal  prepara- 
tions, canned  meats  and  fruits,  &c.  Amongst  the  agricultural 
products  are  raw  silk,  wheat,  maize,  peas,  beans,  barley,  rye,  oats, 
rice  sugar,  coffee,  herva  mat(5,  linseed,  lentils,  lard,  pea-nuts, 
potatoes,  also  flour,  meal,  &c.,  made  from  some  of  the  above. 
There  are  also  some  good  European  qualities  of  fruit — apples, 
pears,  plums,  &c. — shown  by  a  horticultural  company  established 
a  few  years  ago  at  Santa  Cruz,  an  ex-German  colony,  now  a  fully 
constituted  municipality. 

The  live-stock,  which  are  not  very  numerous,  consist  of  some 
pedigree  cattle  of  Hereford,  Durham,  and  Dutch  breeds,  thorough- 
bred and  half-bred  horses,  Berkshire  and  other  breeds  of  pigs, 
sheep,  fowls,  bees,  &c. 

The  natural  products  include  a  large  variety  of  the  woods  of 
the  country,  some  of  them  very  handsome  and  durable,  minerals, 
collections  of  stuffed  birds  and  insects,  medicinal  plants,  &c. 

Literary  and  scientific  works  are  also  not  numerous,  but  they 
include  some  fair  ethnological  collections,  pictures  painted  by 
resident  artists  and  amateurs,  some  of  them  having  considerable 
merit,  specimens  of  numismatics,  and  of  the  ethnography  and 
archaeology  of  the  State,  &c. 

The  arrangement  and  organisation  of  the  Exhibition  are 
excellent,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  those  who  have  had  the 
management  of  it,  chiefly  the  Public  Works  Department,  and 
the  municipal  government,  under  the  direction  of  the  Intendant  of 
Porto  Alegre,  to  whom  the  principal  shave  of  the  credit  belongs. 

The  Exhibition  is  conveniently  situated  near  the  centre  of  the 
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<;ity  in  a  well  laid  out  garden  or  small  park,  which  was  merely  a 
piece  of  waste  ground  a  short  time  ago,  chiefly  used  as  a  receptacle 
for  rubbish. 

The  buildings  consist  of  a  number  of  elegant  wooden  pavilions 
specially  erected,  and  the  school  of  engineermg  at  one  side  of  the 
ground  temporarily  used  for  the  purpose.  Several  of  the  towns 
of  the  interior  erected  pavilions  of  their  own,  as  did  also  some  of 
the  principal  industrial  firms  and  companies. 
•  The  whole  is  got  up  with  very  great  taste,  is  well  illuminated 
both  by  electricity  and  gas,  and  has  a  most  animated  and  pleasing 
appearance.  It  would  be  a  very  good  show  for  a  place  of  this 
size  anywhere,  and  although  it  may  be  said  that  many  of  the 
industries,  of  whicli  specimens  are  shown,  have  not  yet  taken  root 
here,  and  therefore  may  be  considered  exotic,  they  at  least  show 
that  such  things  can  be  made  here,  and  will  no  doubt  serve  as  a 
stimulus  in  promoting  the  development  of  the  industrial  capa- 
bilities of  the  State. 

The  exhibition  has  far  exceeded  the  general  expectation,  and 
the  State  Government  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  etchievement, 
especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  tlie  success  has^  not 
depended  at  all  on  extraneous  co-operation. 

It  is,  however,  somewhat  to  be  regi*etted  that  attention  should 
have  been  directed  so  much  to  manufacturing  and  mechanical 
industries  instead  of  to  agriculture,  which,  with  cattle  breeding, 
is  the  most  natural  industry  of  this  State,  and  might  be  developed 
by  opening  up  the  country  with  good  roads  and  railways  into  a 
most  important  source  of  national  wealth,  far  more  so  than 
industries,  which  have  no  outlet  to  foreign  countries,  and  in  many 
cases  to  other  States  of  Brazil,  are  likely  to  have  for  a  long  time 
to  come. 

Properly  opened  up  there  is  a  great  future  before  this  State, 
whose  climatic  conditions  are  suitable  to  Europeans,  and  favour 
the  growth  of  energy  and  enterprise  to  an  extent  that  would  be 
almost,  if  no{  quite,  impossible  in  the  warmer  climate  of  the 
north. 
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Iteport  071  the  Trade  of  Bulga)*ia  for  Hie  Year  1 900 

(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  Kay  27, 1901.) 

Sofia. 

Mr.  Acting  Vice-Consul  Toulmiu  reports  as  followb : — 
The  depression  of  Bulgarian  commerce  and  the  critical  financial  General 
situation  of  the  country  recorded  by  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Freeman  in  '^^•'^k* 
his  report  for  1899  continued  during  the  year  1900.  The  two 
chief  causes  of  this  stagnation  were  the  financial  embarrassments 
of  the  country  and  the  repeated  changes  of  Cabinets.  To  the 
impoverished  state  of  the  Principality  may  be  traced  the  fact  that 
in  comparison  with  the  value  of  imports  of  1899  those  of  1900 
have  diminished  by  500,000/.;  the  United  Kingdom  and  Austria- 
Hungary,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  Germany,  Turkey,  and  France, 
showing  themselves  the  most  reluctant  exporters.  The  unstable 
nature  of  the  Bulgarian  Cabinets  seriously  affected  the  trade 
of  Bulgaria  with  foreign  countries,  several  questions  con- 
cerning the  conmiercial  interests  of  British  firms  remaining  still 
unsettled  on  this  account.  Added  to  this,  the  harvest  which 
in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  promised  to  be  abundant 
did  not  realise  expectations,  and  ^n  only  be  said  to  have  been 
better  than  those  of  the  three  preceding  years ;  the  Government 
estimate,  thprefore,  that  the  tithe  would  produce  double  the 
amount  raised  by  the  land-tax,  which  it  superseded,  proved 
fallacious. 

The  outlook,  however,  for  the  present  year  is  not  unpromising ; 
the  country  is  settling  down  after  the  excitements  of  a  general 
election,  with  a  daily  increasing  feeling  of  calm  and  tranquillity 
and  confidence  in  the  future ;  the  present  Cabinet  seems  bent  on 
conscientiously  concentrating  all  its  efforts  to  render  the  agri- 
cultural and  financial  situation  less  critical;  the  repeal  of  the 
tithe  c^n  shortly  be  expected,  and  the  Amnesty  Bill  relatins:  to 
the  anti-tithe  disturbances  has  already  been  passed;  harvest 
prospects  are  good,  and  altogether  well-wishers  of  the  Principality 
may  hope  to  see  the  end  of  the  depression  which  has  affected  the 
country  during  recent  years. 

(816)  A  2 


SOFIA. 


PopuUtion. 


A  new  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bulgaria  was  made  at  the 
end  of  1900,  the  previous  one  having  taken  place  in  1892.  Tlie 
result  gives  an  increase  of  422,474  in  the  total  population,  the 
figures  being  as  follows:— 1892,  3,310,713;  1900,  3,733,187. 

The  following  table  gives  the  population  of  six  of  the  chief 
towns  in  Bulgaria  at  the  two  daties : — 


PopolaiioD. 


Town. 


Pbilippopoli^ 
Varna 
Rooatchouk 
SlWen      . . 
Shnmla    . . 


1S92. 

1900. 

46,598 

67,920 

86,088 

42.849 

28,174 

33,44  H 

28.1W 

82,661 

28,210 

24,542 

22,617 

22,928 

Public  works. 


Decline  of 
British  trade. 
Imports. 


lulian 
eompetition 
not  nerious. 


fiivalry  of  the 

NaUonal 

Cotton 

Spinning 

Company  of 

Bnlgaria. 


Inerease  in 
raw  cotton 
imported  from 
the  United 
Kingdom. 


Considerable  activity  was  displayed  during  1900  towards  the 
completion  of  the  lighting  by  electricity  of  the  capital,  and  both 
this  and  the  electric  tramcar  system  have  been  formally  opened, 
and  are  in  fair  working  order. 

As  in  the  preceding  year  the  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom 
with  Bulgaria  has  seriously  declined.  Imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  decreased  from  498,000/.  in  1899  to  301,000/.  for  1900. 
This  drop  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  falling-oflf  in  textiles,  fine 
goods  and  yams  imported  from  the  north  of  England  being 
46  per  cent,  leas  than  in  1899.  This  is  attributable  to  the 
following  causes,  viz.,  overstocking  in  1899,  the  Roustchouk 
Bank  failure,  tlie  failure  of  the  crops,  and  the  keen  competition 
of  the  Italians. 

The  first  three  causes  will  remedy  themselves,  whilst,  as 
regards  the  last,  the  Italians  have  been  hit  so  heavily  by  bad 
debts  and  rejection  of  stocks,  owing  to  the  bulk  being  inferior 
to  the  sample,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be  important  factors 
in  the  near  future,  and  what  is  more  important  in  this  connection 
is  the  fact  that  the  Bulgarian  in^porters  have  lost  faith  in  them. 

As  regards  British  trade  in  yams  the  mill  established  by  the 
National  Cotton  Spinning  Company  of  Bulgaria,  Limited,  whose 
headquaiters  are  at  Manchester,  is  the  most  serious  problem.  The 
mill  is  now  in  good  working  order,  the  hands  are  accustomed 
to  their  work,  which  is  done  satisfactorily;  and  their  pay  is 
infinitesimal  compared  with  what  the  operatives  receive  at 
Oldham,  &c.  Until  recently  all  the  raw  cotton  used  was 
American,  but  experiments  have  now  been  tried  with  cotton 
imported  from  Smyma.  The  company  has  entered  into  serious 
competition  with  the  Italians  in  the  lower  grades  of  yarns,  but  in 
the  higher  grades  the  British  manufacturer  can  hold  his  own. 

In  comparison  with  1899  the  amount  of  raw  cotton  imported 
from  the  United  Kingdom  into  Bulgaria  shows  a  large  increase, 
the  amount  in  1900  reaching  20,400/.,  compared  with  7,500/. 
in  1899. 


Metal  gonds  from  the  United  Kingdom  decreased  by 
than  20,000/.,  compared  with  the  amount  for  1899,  the  de 
being  chiofly  noticeable  in  soft  iron  (unwrouglit),  ami  rough 
iron  goodB. 

T^uks  to  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  raw  coflee  imp 
from  British  possessions,  colonial  goods  advance  considerab 
vulue,  compared  with  1899. 

The  other  articles  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  cal 
little  comment,  showing  in  almost  all  cases  a  tendency  tu  de 
in  value,  which  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  apathy 
which  Britisli  merchants  regard  Bulgaria — a  marked  contra 
stated  in  last  yoHr's  report,  to  their  energetic  rivals 
Germany,  Italy,  and  Belgium.  These  countries  send  out 
mercial  travellers  who  not  only  obtain  freah  orders,  but  see 
the  goods  supplied  conform  strictly  to  the  sample  approved. 

Certain  features  I'^fardii^  the  most  important  rivals  ol 
United  Kingdom  iinportuig  into  Bulgaria  remain  to  be  noticei 

As  in  the  case  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  almost  every  < 
countrj-  Austria-Hungary  also  suffers  from  the  competition  o 
National  Cotton  Spinning  Company  of  Bulgaria  and  tite  ri 
of  the  Itiilians,  and  a  decrease  of  44,000/.  in  textiles  mui 
recorded. 

A  drop  of  15,000/.  in  metal  goods  impoi-ted  from  Austi 
noticeable.  Belgium  and  France  gaining  what  Austria-Hui 
end  the  United  Kingdom  lose. 

A  deci-ease  of  33,000/.  in  colonial  goods  helps  to  make  u] 
u>tal  dehcit  nf  232,000/.  in  the  value  of  articles  imported 
Austria-Hungary  for  1900. 

The  rifles,  &c,  supplied  by  Austria-Hungary  in  1899  to  the 
of  nearly  70,000/.  explfun  the  large  difference  between  the  am' 
ol  1899  and  190U  under  the  heading  of  machinery,  and  this 
must  also  be  taken  into  consideration  when  remarking  the  a 
mentioned  deficit  of  232,000/.  in  the  value  of  imports  from  Au 
Hungary  for  1900,  compared  with  those  of  1899. 

With  regard  to  the  remaining  imports  from  Austria-Huv 
such  as  hides,  leather,  &c. ;  timber,  furniture ;  oils,  soap,  cai 
stone,  cement,  glass ;  mineral  oils,  tar ;  paper  and  paper  g 
that  country  must  confess  to  serious  falling-off,  due  presumal 
the  enterprise  of  hitherto  unsuspected  rivals. 

Imports  from  Germany,  in  comparison  with  1899,  sh 
decline  of  117,000/.,  due  to  falling-off  in  textiles,  metal  j 
machinery,  hides,  leather,  and  colonial  goods. 

The  imports  from  Turkey  are  73,000/.  less  than  in  1899. 

France  must  also  be  counted  amongst  the  countries  ^ 
imports  to  Bulgaria  for  1900  show  a  decrease  in  value ;  bui 
drop,  amounting  to  only  5,000/.,  cannot  be  regarded  as  seriou 

A  decrease  of  nearly  8,000/.  must  be  recorded  against 
but,  as  has  been  already  stated  above,  this  country  is  beet 
year  by  year  a  rival  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  her  competiti 
the  trade  of  cotton  yams  and  colonial  goods  is  formidable. 

Of  the   imports  from  the  remaining  countiies  it  sbou 
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Jtuasia. 

American 
■cumpetilion. 

Belgium. 
Exports. 

Decrease  in 
grain. 
Increase  in 
other  exports. 

Exports  to 
the  United 
Kingdom. 


ExporU  to 
Turkey. 


France 

Austria- 
Hungary. 


■Oerminy. 


Belgium. 

Exports  to 

other 

-countries. 

Cleaning  of 
Bulgarian 
grain  before 
shipment  for 
exportation. 

<kneral  trade 
prospects  and 
eoncluding 
remarks. 


noticed  that  imports  from  Russia,  thanks  to  the  increased  amount 
of  petroleum  and  naphtha  imported  into  Bulgaria,  from  that 
country,  are  nearly  douhle  their  value  of  1899. 

The  Americans  are  entering  the  Bulgarian  market,  especially 
for  the  supply  of  tools,  wire,  wire  nails,  &c.,  but  very  little  American 
machinery  was  imported  last  year. 

Imports  from  Belgium,  thanks  to  an  increase  in  metal  goods 
and  machinery,  show  an  advance  of  over  32,000/. 

The  total  amount  of  exports  for  1900  exceeds  by  20,000/.  the 
amount  for  1899. 

Compared  with  1899  the  amount  of  gmiu  exported  from  the 
Principalitj'  in  1900  is  less ;  other  articles  of  export,  however,  such 
as  live-stock,  textiles,  cocoons,  animal  food  produce,  hides,  skins, 
perfumery,  fruit  and  seed  show  a  considerable  increase. 

Bulgaria  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  155,000/.  less  than 
in  1899,  this  being  due  to  the  falling-off  in  the  amount  of  grain 
exported ;  on  the  other  hand  the  increase  in  perfumery  exported  to 
the  United  Kingdom  was  14,000/. 

The  difference  in  the  amount  of  grain  exported  to  Turkey  also 
causes  the  decline  in  the  total  value  of  exports  to  that  country,  as 
compared  with  1899;  whilst  the  amount  of  live-stock,  animal 
food  produce,  and  perfumery  exported  increased. 

Exports  from  Bulgaria  to  France  for  1900  show  an  increase  of 
3,000/.  in  comparison  with  the  value  of  exports  for  1899. 

Austria-Hungary,  thanks  to  an  inci-ease  in  grain,  hides  and 
skins,  claims  a  larger  portion  of  Bulgaria's  exports  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  the  figures  being  229,000/.  for  1900  to  166,000/. 
for  1899. 

Exports  from  Bulgaria  to  Germany  advance  very  considerably 
by  reason  of  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  grain,  animal  food 
produce,  and  perfumery  exported. 

Bulgaria  more  than  doubles  the  value  of  its  exports  to  Belgium 
through  the  increase  of  amount  of  grain  exported ;  while  exports 
to  Greece,  Italy,  Roumania,  Servia,  and  Holland  all  show  a  con- 
siderable advance  on  the  amounts  for  1899. 

The  Bulgarian  exporters  will  always  be  at  a  disadvantage  until 
they  pay  more  attention  to  the  cleaning  of  their  grain  before  ship- 
ment, and  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  them  if  they  could 
adopt  some  system  of  gi-ading  similar  to  that  in  Canada  and 
America. 

In  conclusion,  the  outlook  may  be  said  to  be  decidedly  better 
than  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and  many  more 
orders  for  practically  all  commodities  have  been  placed;  what 
is  important  is  the  existence  of  a  much  better  feeling  amongst 
the  larger  exporting  houses  in  the  financial  position,  that  is  to 
say,  they  are  more  disposed  to  send  goods  on  credit. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  trade  of  the  last  five 
years : — 
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Yen. 

Value. 

Imports. 

• 

Exports. 

Total. 

1896 

189^ 

1898    .. 

1899 

1900 

£ 
8,061,211 
8,869,770 
2,909,210 
2,407,128 
1,808,684 

£ 
4,849,599 
2,891,620 
2,661,480 
2,188,684 
2,159,806 

£ 

7,410,810 
6,761,890 
6.570,690 
4,646,807 
4,012,989 

X^ble  A.-rRETURN  of  Imports  from  following  Countries  during 

the  Years  1898-1900. 


Countriw. 


United  Kingdom  and  British 

Posaeasions   ..        .. 
Austria-Hungary 

Germany  

Turkey 

France  ..         

Italy 

Buasia 

Boumania         

Belgium.. 

Senda 

Greece 

Switaerland 

United  States 

Sweden  and  Norway    . . 

Holland..         

Other  countries 

Total 


2,909,210 


Value. 


1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

696,845  « 

498,786 

801,160 

818,198 

737,624 

605,656 

876,622 

841,724 

224,599 

297,796 

259,842 

186,246 

172,427 

128,990 

128,981 

108,298 

127,796 

119,097 

126,667 

87,268 

151,285 

61,293 

66,828 

73,684 

148,660 

61,946 

94,486 

82,580 

40,818 

27,778 

21,202 

21,668 

9,907 

22,248 

18,674 

19,665 

16,880 

8,162 

9,668 

2,069 

2,945 

504 

4,886 

1,872 

1,696 

6,081 

8,260 

4  659 

2,407,128 


1,868,684 


Table  B. — Proportion  of  Imports,  according  to  Value,  supplied 
by  diiferent  Countries  during  the  Years  1890-1900. 


Coontriea. 

Per  Cent. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1898. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1889. 

1800. 

United  Kingdom  and 

Bridah  PoMentonf ... 

24 

20 

28 

22 

20 

22 

24 

27 

24 

20 

16 

Aastria-Uanguy 

«9 

42 

86 

88 

8ft 

82 

29 

26 

28 

81 

87 

Ocrmany         

6 

6 

11 

18 

12 

18 

11 

18 

18 

14 

IS 

Turkey 

12 

12 

IS 

11 

J8 

18 

11 

11 

10 

11 

10 

IUI7      

2 

2 

2 

3 

8 

8 

4 

ft 

Fnnee 

4 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

6 

6 

Buftla 

6 

7 

4 

4 

6 

ft 

4 

8 

Bfllicinm 

S 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

ft 

ft 

Otbw  oooncrtM 

5 

4 

6 

ft 

6 

6 

6 

11 

Total      

100 

too 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 
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Table  C. — Eki'URN  of  Imports,  by  Categories,  during  the 

Years 

1898- 

1900. 

ArtldM. 

1898. 

1999. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

Mel.  tons. 

£ 

Met.  tone. 

£ 

Tatflet    ^       

9,637 

878,226 

8,720 

827,080 

4,926 

581,875 

M fltalfl  and  metal  goods ... 

0,649 

428,898 

16,056 

218,196 

18,858 

207,908 

liadilneiy,  Ac 

6,547 

208,978 

2,679 

218,175 

2,748 

111,445 

Colonial  gooda 

14,264 

214,196 

12,846 

188,068 

10,011 

169,869 

Hidaa,  leather,  Ac. 

1,664 

168,128 

1,175 

118,946 

741 

94,121 

Timber,  fumitnre,  Ac. ... 

60,014 

165,268 

40,067 

107,097 

18,991 

54,209 

011a,  ioap,  candles,  Ac. ... 

8,718 

101,589 

8,865 

108,047 

2,881 

78,159 

Stone,  cement,  fflaiaa,  Ac. 

82,804 

112,621 

25,828 

86,469 

18,867 

65,770 

Mineral  oils,  tar,  Ac     ... 

16,276 

80,808 

18,997 

81,242 

17,596 

125,188 

Paper  and  paper  goods ... 
Wme,  beer,  spirits,  Ac. ... 

Dyea,  paint,  Ac 

Animu  food  prodoce     ... 

8,506 

76,584 

2,922 

61,885 

2,412 

51,5a 

4,188 

66,090 

:i,541 

48,608 

710 

12,761 

2,090 

49,927 

1,644 

41,660 

1,264 

85,182 

1,789 

38,070 

1,612 

38,651 

1,698 

88,601 

Fnel          

28,473 

29,678 

80,928 

31,659 

18,459 

20,877 

Fruit,  seed,  Tegetablea ... 
Cereal  produce  (rice,  Ac.) 

1,762 

27,861 

2,022 

28,998 

1,296 

21,900 

4,144 

38,446 

2,b49 

26,808 

3,312 

28,867 

Chemical  prodoets 

1,768 

26,670 

1,699 

24,794 

1,288 

22,981 

OllTes,  groceries,  Ac.    ... 

960 

21,894 

986 

18,178 

779 

14,829 

Drugs,  mineral  waters, 

wc.         ...        *.«        .«. 

184 

18,644 

140 

15,529 

106 

12.818 

Fancy  goods,  Ac. 

66 

22,464 

48 

18,518 

85 

10,210 

Utc  stock ...      Number 

6,756 

9,166 

8,078 

12,821 

6,278 

11,717 

Bailway   waggons,    Ac. 

Number 

977 

88,078 

484 

11,416 

860 

86,154 

Other  articles      

84,252 

108,717 

28,019 

104,864 

80,976 

117,777 

Total         

•  ■• 

2,909,210 

■  •• 

2,407,128 

... 

1,868,686 

sonA. 
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SOFIA. 


Table  E. — Eetcjrn  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Bulgaria 
from  other  Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1  y 00. 

United  Kingdom. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1 

• 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

Textile*— 

1 
1 

Cotton  yarns,  up  to  No.  12  (one  or  two 

1 

threads),  grey 

•  m 

1      82,260 

18,698 

8,100 

Got  Ion  yarns,  up  to  No.  12  (one  or  two 

tlireads),  bleached  or  dyed 

•  • 

19,888 

14)909 

6,166 

Cotton   yams,    Nos.    12-30  (one   oi 
threads),  grey 

r  two 

»  ■ 

:     76,682 

70,608 

22,763 

Cotton  yams.    Not.  12-90  (one    oi 
threads),  bleached  or  dy^ 

•  two 

1 

•  • 

'      14,266 

21,984 

10,061 

£xtra  hards  (three  or  more  threads). 

e'^f 

bleached,  or  dyed 

.  • 

9,861 

9,686 

4,878 

Sewings  (twist),  grey,  bleached,  or 

dyed 

(reels,  clues,  skeins,  kc.)  ., 

. 

7,866 

5,787 

6,264 

Waste  T-cloth8,'grey,  nndyed,  onfiniahed.. 

27,086 

24,482 

20,604 

Waste  T-cIoths,  bleached,  dyed,  and  finished 

10,187 

48,618 

20,411 

Fine  cotton  cloth,  bleached. . 

■ « 

27,920 

14,162 

9,789 

Ditto     dyed  (gauze,  Victoria  lawns, 

muslins,  &c.)        

•  • 

26,287 

11,882 

14,617 

Prints,  zephyrs,  Ac. 

■  • 

55,526 

69,068 

41,278 

Table  covers,  towels,  handkereliiefB*  kc   . . 

7,670 

6,886 

6,108 

Sacks,  bags,  canras^  hessians,  &c.  . . 

•  • 

21,880 

8,497 

6,680 

Woollen    Btafis  (mixed  with    silk. 

«». 

cotton,  &c.)           

•  •  1 

10,692 

14,672 

9,826 

Trouserings  and  dreas  goods 

•  • 

9,7U 

9,211 

5,021 

Raw  cotton 

71 

7,697 

20,448 

Cereals— 

Bioe 

1 

20,047 

6,908 

7,728 

jruA- 

i 
1 

Coal 

16,124 

17,874 

2,826 

Colonial  goods- 

Raw  coffee     

14,744 

6,488 

10,297 

Black  pepper 

1,088 

894 

1,186 

Metals - 

Iron,  soft,  nail  rods,  &c 

17,922 

10,827 

2,866 

Iron  sheets 

8,848 

4,674 

8,842 

Cast-iron  goods,  rough 

8,260 

5,8»2 

46 

Tin     ..     '    

8,197 

8,771 

6.744 

Tin  in  ingota,  plates 

^098 

5,721 

8,498 

Copper  in  bars,  sheets,  &e. . . 

8,644 

2,879 

797 

ffides,  skins,  leather,  ftc. — 

Sole  leather  .  •         • .         .  •         . . 

4,108 

2»248 

1,809 

Leather  for  uppers 

4,876 

4^069 

8,606 

Machinery — 

7.624 

1,486 

8,018 

Sewing  and  knitting  machines 

8,112 

8,816 

2,171 

Other  machinery 

18,089 

4,106 

2«65 

SOFU. 
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Return  of  Priucipal  Articles  Imported  into  Bulgaria  from  otliqr 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900 — continued. 

AUSTMA-HUNGARY. 


Articles. 


189S. 


Valae. 


1809. 


1900. 


Textiles— 

Heady-nuule  clothes 

Linen  nnderclotbing  

Trouserings  and  dress  goods 

Cotton  yarns,  extra  hards  (three  or  more 
threadc),  grey,  bleached,  or  dyed 
Colonial  goods— 

Sngiir,  raw  and  refined        

Coiiee,  raw    ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

I)yes,  paint,  Ac. — 

Indigo  

Naphthaline,  aniline,  &c 

Metals- 
Iron,  crude,  hard  in  blooms,  bars,  ingots 
Ditto     Sift,  nail  rods,  ftc 

Cast-iron  goods,  rough         

Iron  bridges  and  acceaBories 

Hardware,  superior,  and  cutlery    . . 

Paris  points,  Nos.  1-60,  shoemAkevs'  nails, 

ke 

Paper  and  paper  goods — 

Blotting  paper,  paper  for  packing,  card- 
board         

Printing  and  writing  paper 

Cigarette  papers 

Stone,  cement,  glass — 

Cement         • 

Porcelain 

Common  window  glam       

„        glassware 

Timber,  furniture,  &c. — 

BuUding  timber,  rough  or  hewn,  soft 
„  „       sawn  into  planks,  staTos, 

&c,  hard 

DiUo    soft       

Articles    roughly    prepared    by  Joiners^ 
turners,  kc  

Common  furniture  .  • 
Hide»,  skins,  leather,  &c — 

Sole  leather  

Boots  and  shoes       •  •         . .         •  • 
Machinery,  &c — 

A  gricoltural  machines        

Ploughs,  harrow,  picks»  ke» 

Other  machinery 


14,632 
7,687 
5,722 

5,701 

87,682 
6,428 

2,448 
7,917 

4,619 
5^70 
4,075 
3,439 
1,484 

2,190 


10,697 

17,970 

4,862 

7,180 
1,815 
1,468 
6,614 

6,463 

591 
19,514 

661 
2,975 

8,277 
2,814 

8,282 
5,075 
9,741 
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soru. 


Bbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Bulgaria  from  other 
Countries  during  the  Tears  1898-1900 — continued. 

Belgium. 


Artklea. 


Cereak— 

Bke 

OIIb,  aoAp,  etndlea — 

CcniniM^  pftnffin,  oiokeiii 
Stone,  glan,  ke, — 

Common  window  glan       ••         •• 
Metils,^ — 

Iron,  erode,  hard  in  blooms,  bui^  ingots, 

Ac. 

Ditto    8oft,  nail  rods,  fte.      •• 

Iron  ftheeti 

Catt-iron  goodi,  roggk        

Paris  points,  Noa.  1-60,  shoemakera'  naila, 
Ac. 

Zine  in  sheets  and  ban       

Madiinexy — 

Denominations  not  specified  ••        •• 

Firearms       ••  •• 

Textiles — 

Trooserings  and  dress  goods 

Woollen  stnfis  miied  with  silk,  &c 


Yahie. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

216 

1,481 

2,212 

2^9 

1,053 

2,115 

8,805 

8,619 

9,290 

5,492 

960 

3,403 

16,753 

3,648 
1,232 
1,526 
1,144 

405 

263 

2,157 

4,568 

6,533 
1,148 

3,466 
1,112 

368 
1,466 

26,665 
2,854 

622 
1,046 

12,958 
1,642 

3^148 
1,063 

MOO 

1,668 

1,090 
980 

80F1A 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Bulgaria  from  other 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900 — continued. 

Germany. 


Articlet. 


Valoe. 


Textiles  - 
Trooflerings  and  dress  goods 
Woollen  shawls  of  sll  kinds 
Extra  hards  (8  or  more  threads),  grej 

bleacbed  or  dyed 

Sewings  (twist),  grey,  bleached  or  dyed. 

(reels,  clnes,  ^eins,  kc.) . .         .  •         •  • 
Waste  T-cloths,  bleached,  dyed,  finished  . . 

Prints,  sephyrs,  ke 

Cotton  gloves,  stockings,  &c 

Woollen-stnflSs  mixed  with  silk,  kc. 
Cotton  textnre  mixed  with  silk,  &c 

Ready-made  clothes. 

Linen  nnderclothing  

XxStS   *•  «•  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Colonial  goods  — 

Tea    ..         

Drugs  and  medidoes 

Dyes,  paint,  &c. — 

Napnthaline,  aniline,  &c 

Stone,  glass,  J^c— 

Porcelain 

Earthenware 

Common  glassware 

Hides^  skins,  leather,  &e. — 

Ox  and  cow-bides,  raw,  salted,  dried  or 
steeped  in  lime 

Sheep,  lamb  and    other   skins   for   for, 
prepared 

Leather  for  nppers  .•         ..         •• 
Paper  goods  - 

Blotting  paper,  packing  paper,  Ac.  • . 

Cardboard  boxes,  kc,  

Metals,  &c  — 

Iron,  cmde,  hard  in  blooms^  bars,  ingots.. 
Ditto    soft,  nail  rodsy  &c 

Cast-iron  goo Js,  roogh        

Hardware,  snp^or  and  cntlery    •  • 

„         common 

Paris  points,  Noa.  1-60,  shoemakers'  nails, 
kc 

Articles  in  tin         

Zinc  in  sheets  

Copper  in  bars,  sheets         

Ai  tides  in  nickel,  alnminiom,  kc, 
Maciiinery — 

Steam-engines         

Agricnltnral  machines        

Sewing  and  koittiiig  machines 

Ploughs,  harrows,  picks,  kz. 

Other  machinery 


1893. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

17,920 
2,580 

12,116 
2,620 

9.741 
1,058 

1,205 

1,858 

2.868 

5,198 
8,026 
5,298 
2,975 
18,584 
2,916 
9,539 
4,010 
4.860 

8,842 
8,291 

10,150 
8,980 

11,788 
2,980 
7,851 
8,820 
8,440 

1,848 
2,428 
8,885 
1,841 
6,882 
2,019 
2,824 
1,442 
1,860 

2,161 
5,140 

1,424 
8,719 

1,588 
2,479 

8,276 

2,952 

2,414 

1,805 
1,647 
1,977 

1,187 
1,624 
2,261 

1,018 
1,259 
1,847 

•  • 


8,286 

4,474 
9,001 

1,056 
1,679 

5,548 

1,261 

15,695 

12,419 

5,400 

7,818 
2,449 
2,120 
1,289 
8,765 

8,012 
8,117 
8,258 
7,822 
15,840 


7,698 

8,811 
5,554 

1,187 
2,081 

1,699 
2,766 
4,886 
9,258 
2,284 

8,02*2 
2,459 
1,790 
878 
1,881 

1,481 
8,621 
1,886 
4,111 
12,128 


328 

8,204 
5, '55 

1.250 
1,593 

809 
2,406 

551 
4,609 

907 

8,788 
2,088 
1,118 
1,626 
1,221 

1,982 
5,757 
1,160 
1,450 
12,644 
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sonA. 


Sbturn  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Bulgaria  from  other 
Countries  during  the  Tears  1898-1900 — continued. 

Gebece. 


ArUelet. 


Wine,  beer,  spirits  — 
Common  wine 
Raki,  rom,  eognac 

Gilt,  eoap,  candies — 
OliTo^il 
Soap  .. 


1898. 


£ 

8,Ml 
8,671 

1,816 


Value. 


1899. 


B 

4,849 
6,568 

4,746 
1,984 


1900. 


SO 
1,698 

1,978 
969 


Italy. 


Articles. 


Textiles- 
Cotton  jarns,  np  to  No.  13  (1  or  2  threada), 

gwy        

Cotton  yarns,  up  to  No.  12  (1  or  2  threads), 

bleached  or  dyed 

Cotton  yarns,  Nos.  12-^0  (1  or  2  threads), 

^rey  ••         ••         ••         ••         •• 

Cotton  yarns,  Nos.  12-80  (1  or  2  threads), 

bleached  or  dyed 

Extra  hards  (8  or  more  threads),  grey, 

bleached  or  dyed  « 

Waste    T-cloths,    bleached,    dyed,    and 

finished 

Fine  cotton  clotlis,  dyed  (gauze,  Yictoria 

lawns,  muslins,  &c.)        

Priuts^  sephyrs,  ko 

Sacks,  bags,  cauTsa,  hessianfl^  kc 

Hsts  of  all  kinds     « 

Ifetals,  &C.— 

Iron  bridges  and  acoessories         ••         •• 
Hides,  skins,  leather,  kc, — 

Sole  leather 

Colonial  goo<ls — 

Raw  ooflfee 

Black  pepper. .         .  •         « 

Silkworms'  eggs,  waste,  &c. — 

Silkworms'  eggs 

Saltr- 

Rocksalt 

Marine  salt 


8,294 
2,282 
2,669 
6,240 

2,799 

18,769 

10,821 
1,841 

820 

1,744 
8,908 


1,422 
7,612 
8,868 
6,480 

1,874 

16,946 

11,180 
1,006 

1,208 

2,128 
1,988 


1,684 
8,466 
2,227 
6,760 

4,688 

17,462 

16,112 
4^182 

2,403 

4,861 
2,660 


BOnA. 
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Bbtur^  of  Principal  Artiolee  Impois^  itfto  Bulgaria  from  otMr 
Countries  during  the  Yeard  1898-1900 — continued. 

TintKilY. 


Articles. 


Ammal  fooU  prodaee — 

f  reah  fiah 

Salt  fiflh,  coi||raon    . . 
„     ^.8ut)erior    ,. 
Fruit,  seeds,  vegetableB  &6.   . . 

Sesftme  ,,v     •  • 
Colonial  g<)Bf)dd— 

Red  pepper  '•  •         . .         t « 

Oraogee,  lemons,  Ac 

Raisins  


Wine^  beer^  spirits— 
.  Common  mne 
ulivei    .. 
Fuel— 

Oils,  soap,  candles— 

Qlif  e  oil 

Soap 

Stone,  glass,  ko, — 

MiUfltones 
Hides,  skins,  leather,  ke,  — 

Bole  leather  . . 

Leather  for  uppers  .. 
Saltr- 

Marine  salt 

TexUles— 

Raw  cotton 

Cotton  yarns  up  to  No.  12  (cote  or  two 
threads),  grey 

Prints,  sephyrs,  Ac.  • .         •  •         •  •         .  • 

Kalemkiaris  (mnUs) •• 


189H. 


li 


. .  I      18,547 


8,668 
6,686 
8,?89 


8,697 

28,884 
10,290 

4,486 

18,411 
1,980 

6,827 

6,868 

20,542 
2,450 
6,124 


Value. 


1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

8,002 

9,514 

4,012 

5,461 

14,^9 

10,482 

1»788 

p0 
4,816 

10,485 
5,548 

48,^72 
8,487 

5,35tf 

11,668 
1,875 

6,778 

8,797 

17,889 
8,^87 
6,145 


4,988 
8,492 

5,800 
9,216 

5,875 

« 

l'M^4 
2,808 

8,750 

9,792 
1,148 

7,557 

8,591 

9.402 

5,648 
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80FIA. 


Retuen  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Bu^aria  from  other 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900 — continued. 

France. 

—_—_^____— ____—____— —————  __ 

Valae. 
Articlea.  : 


TextJlea-- 

Trouserings  and  dress  goods 

Coloured  stufib,  shawls  of  pure  nlk 

Woollen  stafis,  mixed  with  silk,  &c. 

Beady-made  clothes   .         •  •         •  • 
Oils,  soap,  candles,  Ac  — 

Walnnt  and  sesame  oil        .  • 

Soap  . . 
Stone,  glass,  &c. — 

Hydraulic  lime        

Metals,  &c. — 

Cast-iron  goods,  rough 

Ditto    unpolished,  untarred  . . 
Hides,  skins,  leather,  ke. — 

Sole  leather  . . 

Leather  for  uppers   .. 
Paper  goods — 

Cigarette  papers 


1898. 


4,575 
2,416 
5,477 
1,561 


660 


1899. 


8,620 
1,718 
8,800 
1,885 


24,668 
2,058 

15,928 

2,758 

16,800 

11,518 

1,185 

•  • 

500 
160 

9,207 
10,065 

7,268 
8,781 

1,068 


1900. 


8,080 
1,286 
2,130 
1,287 

11,006 
2,978 

7,858 

8,861 
5,298 

8,000 
8,789 

2,016 


BOUMANIA. 


Articles. 


Mineral  oils,  tar- 
Mineral  tar  . . 
Petroleum  and  naphtha,  refined 

Hides,  skins,  leather,  &c — 
Oz  and  cow-hidea,  raw,  salted 

Timber,  furniture,  &c. — 
Building  timber,  in  planks,  soft 

Salt— 
Roeksalt 


2.711 
791 

2,645 

8,788 

29,100 


Value. 


2,118 
14,855 

1,688 
84,987 

2,119 

2.721 

8,771 

2,880 

24,795 

24,702 

Articles. 


SUSSIA. 


Animal  food  produce — 
Salt  fish,  common    • .         •  • 
Red  camr 

Mineral  oils,  tar^ 
Petroleum  and  naphtha,  rtfinad 


Yalueu 


6,448 
4,598 

48,826 


1900. 


7,121 
6,488 

81,995 


i 


sonA. 
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Bbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  Imported  into  Bulgaria  from  other 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900— continued. 

Servia. 


ArticleaL 


Fnel— 

Coal   .. 
TextUet— 

Hopes,  cords,  fte. 


1 

Vftlae. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 
1,050 
19,840 

£ 

2,462 

15,620 

1900. 


£ 
8,560 

12,860 


SwrrZBRLAND. 


Articles. 

Yalne. 

1808. 

1899. 

1900. 

TeztUes— 

Cotton  yams  ap  to  No.  12  (one  or  two 
threads),  bleached,  djed 

Kalemkiaris  (molls) 

Maehineiy— 

Watches,  docks,  ka. 

Denomioation  not  stated 

£ 

980 
4,110 

8,189 
108     1 

1 

£ 

1,876 
8,070 

2,670 
458 

£ 

1,545 
2,120 

1,081 
7,467 

United  States. 


Articles. 


Metals- 
Paris    points,    Nob.    1-60,    shoemakers' 
nails, ftc.  ••  «•  •• 

Hachinerj— 

Agricnltaral  machines        

Sewing  and  knitting  madiines 


Value. 


1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

■  • 

.. 

2,020 

9.476 
1,191 

1.242 
1,600 

8,690 
1,648 

(816) 
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SOFIA. 


Table  F. — Rbturn  of  Exports  to  the  following  Countries  during 

the  Years  1898-1900. 


Countries. 

1898. 

1899. 

I90C 

1. 

1 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Quantity. 

Value.*    1 

£          1 

Quantity. 
Met.  tone.  ', 

Value.* 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

Met.  tons. 

£ 

United  Kingdom  and 

Britith  poweasions... 

102,169 

413,668 

100,781 

394,954 

63,378    1 

239,665 

Turkey 

70.680 

664,662 

101.968 

847,987 

74,772 

720,076 

France  ... 

42,032 

286,974 

25,682 

196,609 

18,825 

199,676 

AuBtriarHungary 

78,268 

887.872 

9,821 

166,408 

19,172 

229,167 

Oennany         

68,368 

287,257 

81,402 

147,846 

44,271 

230,647 

Bdgium 

68,180 

346,661 

27,185 

128,609 

61,896 

263,617 

\jreeoe    •••        ...        ■•■ 

10,040 

55,876 

9,617 

61,409 

13,094 

80,962 

AllAAjf                «a.                   ..,                   10. 

12,626 

89,474 

4,111 

41,053 

1,540 

55,178 

anicedAtates 

9 

12,258 

11 

21,860 

81 

25,357 

Boumania        

11,680 

28,917 

9,590 

21,716 

14,325 

52,058 

Buflsia 

810 

4,877 

240 

6,086 

280 

7,864 

Serrla 

7,670 

26,994 

4,698 

10,081 

3,657 

16,110 

Holland 

6,166 

29,580 

1,486 

6,637 

3,681 

17,743 

Switzerland      

30 

379 

38 

438 

65 

735 

Unknown  deBtinations 

7,693 

32,747 

21,501 

68,001 

4,992 

20,460 

Toul         

1 
1 

2,661,480 

■  •• 

2,138.684 

1 

•  •• 

2,159,306 

*  Value  of  quantity  and  number. 


Table  G. — Return  of  Exports  by  Categories,  during  the  Years 

1898-1900. 


Articles. 

1898. 

189f 

K 

1900. 

Quantity.  | 

1 
Value. 

£ 

1 
Quantity. 

Met.  tons,    i 

ValutiL 

£ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Met.  tona. 

Met.  tonp. 

£ 

Cereal  produce       

420,668 

1,939,774 

312,274    1 

1,312,050 

258,197 

1,085,311 

lireBtock    ...    Number... 

471,806 

140,624 

639,516 

190,575 

832,750 

224,378 

TextilcB ;  cocoons 

799 

144,726 

834 

162,992 

1,046 

172,978 

Animal  food  produce 

5,107 

185,099 

5,238 

138,302 

7,448 

185,801 

Hides,  Bklns,  iec 

1,148 

107,506 

1,646 

127,380 

1,805 

148,982 

56 

103,670 

49 

106,526 

60 

148,775 

Timber,  woodwork,  Ao.    ... 

14,026 

35,422 

11,368 

27,581 

15,824 

39,606 

Metals  and  metal  goods    ... 

644 

3,229 

2,587 

23,688 

2,998 

34,673 

Fruit,  seed,  ^ 

2,857 

19,890 

1,582 

14,262 

9,118 

74,165 

'UCl     «■•            ••«            •••            ■«• 

10,009 

5,711 

12,739 

5,504 

12,924 

5,515 

Wine,  yinegar,  beer 

185 

1,804 

443 

3,360 

199 

1,728 

Tobaoeo,  colonial  goods   ... 

58 

2,379 

68 

•^,774 

228 

9,684 

Stone,  graTel,  bricks,  Ac. ... 

10,891 

2^968 

3,929 

1,250 

4,492 
/       4,7671 
\          726/ 

1,398 

oth„.nici«{^2i{r;:; 

2,449-1 
820/ 

18,688 

{   *'S?} 

22,440 

26,908 

Total 

... 

2,661,480 

■  •• 

2,138,684 

•  •• 

2,160,305 

80PIA. 
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Table  H.— Retukn  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Bulgaria 
to  other  Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900. 

Unitbd  Kingdom. 


Articles. 


Cereal  produce— 
Wheat,  hud  . . 

I,     soft,  red       •  • 

Rye 

Barley 

KaJze 

Fruit,  seed,  vegetables,  Ac- 
Colza  seed     ..         •• 

Perfamery — 
Attar  of  roses  . . 


•  • 


Value. 


14,813 

119,216 

10,426 

76,162 

168,497 


•  • 


21,078 


Austria-Hungary. 


1900. 


16,276 
62.449 
18,828 
81,572 
82,980 

4,880 

82,794 


Articles. 


Aninial  food  produce — 

Eggs  ..  ..  ••  •• 
Cereal  produce — 

Wheats  hard 

„     soft,  red       •• 

Rye 

Maize 

MUlet 

Hides,  skins,  Ac.— 

Lamb-akins,  raw 

Kid-skins,  raw  •  • 

Morocco,  &c.,  dressed  •  • 
Perfumery — 

Attar  of  rosea      .    •• 


Value. 


1898. 


62,069 

8,071 

60,926 

82,488 

113,444 

8,807 

68,666 
8,861 
4,628 

764 


1899. 


£ 

67,647 

6V986 

*795 
1,766 

68,682 
4,274 
6,187 

8,060 


1900. 


£ 

61,171 

8,766 

7V29» 

18,784 

7,417 

71,698 
8,600 
8,627 

2,645 


Germany. 


Articles. 


Animal  food  produce— 

£gffS  ..  ••  ••  •• 

Cereal  produce — 

Wheat,  hard 

„     Bofl^  red       •  •        •  • 

Rye 

Barley  

Maiae 

Millet. 

Peilnmeiy — 

Attar  of  roses  ••        •• 

— (8I6)  - 


Value. 


1898. 


£ 

4,216 

7,069 

149,640 

42,699 

1,609 

61,412 

181 

18,662 


1899. 


£ 

9,670 

8418 
46,810 

8,672 

861 

68,226 

1,067 

10,608 


1900. 


81,172 

11,424 

90,112 

49,696 

7,887 

4,176 

1,818 

16,186 
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Kei^urn  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Bulgaria  to  other 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900 — continued. 

Beh>ium. 


Articles. 


Cereal  produce — 

Wheat,  hard 

,j     soft,  red 

Oau 

Barley  

Rye 

Maize.*         •• 


1898. 


8,108 

308,597 

17 

16,476 

6,400 

6,647 


Value. 


1899. 


104,848 

1,270 

10,267 

1,994 

8,768 


1900. 


6,288 
181,626 

8,636 
49,170 

3.482 
11,312 


Italy. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Cereal  produce- 
Wheat,  hard 

„     soft,  red 

Textiles;  cocoona— 
Cocoons         

£ 

7,063 
37,688 

24,890 

£ 

•  • 
28,120 

£ 

3,321 
989 

48,107 

ROUMANIA. 


Articles. 


Animal  food  produce — 

Eggs 

Cereal  produce — 

Wheat,  soft,  red       . .         • . 

Rye 

Barley  

Maize 

Fruit,  seed,  vegetables,  &c.— 

Co!isaseed 

Textoos— 

Gaitan  braid 


1898. 


Value. 


1899.  ' 


1900. 


£ 

2,013 

6,089 

7,701 

11,268 

2,288 

2,426 
1,829 
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Heturn  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Bulgaria  to.  other 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900 — continued. 

Fbance. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Liye-stock — 

Poultry         

Cereal  produce — 

Wheat,  hafd 

„     sofk^  red       •  •        •  • 

Rye 

Barley           

Maise 

Fruit,  regetables,  Ac- 
Colza  seed     

Perfumery — 

Attar  of  rosea          •  • 
Hides,  skins,  ^.-^ 

Kid-skins 

Textiles— 

Coooona         

£ 
4,348 

44,820 

126,332 

2,481 

6,166 

22,155 

•  • 
21,782 
26,773 
10,150 

£ 

4,044 

81,718 

25,780 

2,179 

365 

88,787 

120 

80,869 

28,813 

14,104 

£ 

f,C96 

12,277 

28,551 

1,717 

2,856 

3.72a 

49,247 

40,987 

25,649 

9,989 

TURKEir. 


Articles. 


Lire-iitock — 

BufUoes 

Oatae 

Horees  

Mules 

Aases  •• 

Sheep 

Animal  food  produce- 
Common  cheese       .  •         •  • 
KashkaTal  cheese     .  • 

Cereal  produce- 
Wheat,  hard 

„     soft,  red       .  •         • . 

Barloy  

Maixe 

Haricot  beans  •  •         •  • 

Whea ton  flour  •• 

Perfumer}! — 
Attar  of  roses 

Timber,,  furniture,  &c 

Texiiles— 

Aba  cloth 

Shaysk  cloth 

Qaium  braid 

Cocoons         ..         •• 


(816) 


5,689 

21,006 

10,807 

4,182 

1,818 

87,805 

11,069 
44,061 

14,851 

129,069 
32,704 
20,646 
21,641 
57,462 

27,461 
82,147 

4,867 
52,^89 
29,956 

2,248 


Value. 


£ 

9,509 

40,471 

14,858 

5,281 

2,827 

106,565 

9,912 
47,815 

21.981 
253,978 
16,168 
58,698 
5,008 
48,424 

17,513 
80,560 

8,295 
46,792 
26,482 
28,027 


18,588 

50,032 

18,819 

7,831 

8,287 

112,867 

8.051 
60,871 

15,052 
101,975 
20,629 
17,822 
5,266 
66,648 

26,924 
84,809 

?.7JJ7 
54,151 
23,74 1 

7.50O 
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Ketitrn  of  Principal  Articles  Exported  from  Bulgaria  to  other 
ConntrieB  during  the  Years  1898-1900 — continued. 


ArticlM. 

r«la«. 

1!98. 

1899. 

1900. 

Ptrfunwiy— 
Attar  of  rMM 

4,161 

B,«6 

Greece. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

Cen»l  prodoM- 

]1,«T1 

U,VH 

„       wft-red       

27.489 

41,8SB 

Uu» 

6,9  H 

1,174 

ColonUI  goods— 

LmT  lobMco  and  Inmbeld  .. 

«8 

971 

41,872 
M,107 
1,918 


Aiticl«a. 

Ttln* 

1893. 

1899. 

IMO. 

TexUlw- 
Abacloth 

CotonUI  goods- 
Leaf  lobaoco  *nd  tambeki  . . 

£ 
2,0M 
SB 

£ 
2,881 

£ 
1,904 
9,UI 

l^rUdot. 

V%loe. 

1898. 

1.... 

■   1900. 

Comi  pnrfuo*- 
8oR  wheat,  red 

HideSln^  fc.*- 
Kid-iUni,n>w 

£9,416 

£ 

l',i88 

£ 

8,199 
6,87J 

8,460 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles   Exported  from  Bulgaria  to  other 
Countries  during  the  Years  1898-1900 — continued. 

United  States. 


Articles. 

■ 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Perfiimeiy  — 
Attar  of  ros68 

...          11,492 

£ 
21,257 

£ 
23,998 

Eastern  Eoumelia. 

Ml*.  Vice-Consul  McGregor  reports  as  follows  : — 

As  was  foreseen  in  the  report  for  this  district  during  1899,  QenertL 
depression  in  abnost  all  branches  was  the  dominant  feature  of 
traide,  agriculture,  and  industry  in  1900,  continued  financial  dis- 
tress and  unfavoumble  weather  having  combined  to  retard  the 
much-needed  economic  revival  of  this  Province.  The  effect  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Ottoman  Bank  in  1898,  involving  as  it  did 
an  increased  difficulty  in  obtaining  advances  on  reasonable  terms, 
is  still  severely  felt,  the  rate  of  interest  having  risen  from  8  or 
10  per  cent,  to  at  least  12  per  cent. 

business  consequently  remained  almost  at  a  standstill,  but  it 
must  be  stated  that  the  commercial  community,  having  profited 
by  the  lessons  of  prolonged  adversity,  and  aided  by  the  indulgence 
of  foreign  creditors,  displayed  praiseworthy  discretion  and  caution 
in  the  conduct  of  their  affairs,  a  fact  which,  taken  in  conjunction 
with  the  innate  frugality  of  the  consuming  cleisses,  doubtless 
averted  more  widespread  distress,  although  a  considerable  number 
of  bankruptcies  occurred. 

The  crops,  which  had  promised  well  in  early  spring,  were  sub-  Haireet. 
jected  to  a  series  of  calamities  in  the  shape  of  drought,  hail, 
floods,  and  rain,  and  the  harvest,  maize  alone  excepted,  was  con- 
sequently below  the  average  both  in  quantity  and  quality,  but 
nevertheless  the  yield  was  superior  to  that  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  some  provision  could  be  made  for  the  winter  feeding  of 
stock,  while  a  certain  amount  of  grain  was  exported  to  Turkey 
and  Greece. 

No  hard  wheat  was  exported,  excepting  a  small   quantity  Haid  wheai. 
shipped  to   the  Piraeus  and   the   Greek  islands  at  a  price  of 
from  lis.  lid,  to  lis.  2^.  per  100  kilos.  (220  lbs.)  f.o.b. 

An  insignificant  quantity  of  soft  wheat   was  exported  from  goft  wheat 
Bourgas  at  from  10^.  7d.  to  IO5.  9d.  per  100  kilos. 

15,000  tons  of  maize  were  exported  at  from  7«.  7rf.  to  75.  9rf.  Maise. 
per  100  kilos. 

(816)  •  b4 


24  EASTERN  ROUMSUA. 

With  the  exception  of  the  latter  crop,  hardly  any  purchases 
were  made  directly  from  the  farmers,  the  bulk  of  the  grain 
-exported  being  the  product  of  the  tithe,  the  reimposition  of  which 
in  place  of  the  land  tax  had  led  to  many  abuses  and  consequent 
resentment  among  the  agricultural  classes,  so  much  so  that 
this  unpopular  measure  has  now  been  repealed  by  the  National 
Assembly, 

In  several  districts  notably  in  that  of  Tatar  Bazarjik,  a  certain 
number  of  rice-growers  either  abstained  from  sowing  or  reduced 
the  area  of  their  crops  on  account  of  the  reversion  to  the  obsolete 
Turkish  system  of  tithes  payable  in  kind,  which  would  have 
involved  their  being  taxed  at  the  rate  of  lOs,  to  12s.  per  dunum 
(l,/i25  square  yards),  instead  of  1«.  2^d.  or  2s.  as  formerly,  and 
the  development  of  this  important  industry  suffered  accordingly. 
The  total  area  cultivated  during  the  past  year  may  be  roughly 
estimated  at  6,960  acres,  and  the  crop  was  below  the  average,  an 
unusually  rainy  spring  having  interfered  with  ploughing  opera- 
tions and  favoured  a  I'ank  growth  of  weeds.  Moreover,  in  August^ 
while  the  rice  was  in  full  flower,  a  sudden  fall  of  temperature, 
accompanied  by  violent  winds,  and  the  appearance  of  the  disease 
known  as  "  chalghyn,"  completely  blighted  the  prospects  of  a  good 
harvest,  which  had  to  some  extent  improved  by  the  equable 
warmth  of  June  and  July,  and  the  abundance  of  the  water 
supply  available  for  irrigation. 

The  total  crop  of  unhusked  rice  was  as  follows : — 

District.  <        Quantity. 


BagR. 

Tatar  Bazarjik        >  14,000 

Philippopolii  35,000 

KatimltBa 14,000 


Total  68,000 


the  average  weight  of  a  bag  being  about  1  cwt.  1  qr. 

In  consequence  of  the  above-mentioned  disease,  which  pre- 
vents the  ripening  and  development  of  the  grain,  the  quality  of 
the  rice  was  very  poor,  and  the  total  quantity  of  clean  rice  turned 
out  by  the  three  husking  mills  was  only  26,000  bags  of  100  kilos, 
(or  about  2,600  tons).  The  scantiness  of  the  harvest  caused  a 
rise  in  prices,  and  a  bag  of  rice  fetched  from  1/.  7s.  9d.  to  1/.  lis.  2d. 
About  10  truck-loads  were  exported  to  Turkey,  and  still  smaller 
quantities  to  Servia  and  Boumania,  the  remainder  being  consumed 
in  the  country. 

The  Government  and  the  local  authorities  are  wisely  devoting 
much  attention  to  the  fostering  of  this  industry,  which,  under 
ordinarily  favourable  conditions,  should  prove  lucrative,  admirably 
suited  to  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  new  commercial  arrange- 
ment with  Turkey,  under  which  rice  is  to  be  admitted  into  that 
country  duty  free,  should  also  give  a  fresh  impulse  to  its  exten- 
sion. 


EA8TERK   ROCIIEUA.  25 

The  rose  harvest  was  excellent  and  abundant,  yielding  about  ^n^r  of  r 
900,000  meticals,  or  4,300  kilos.  (9,460  lbs.).  Prices  varied  from 
27/.  to  32Z.  per  kilo.  (2^  lbs.)  for  the  best  qualities,  while  inferior 
oil  fetched  from  20/.  to  22/.  About  5,346  kilos,  were  exported,  of 
which  1,174  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  1,548  to  France,  568 
to  Grermany,  849  to  the  United  States,  and  886  to  Constanti- 
nople. There  can  be  no  doubt, -as  the  figures  above  quoted  prove, 
that  notwitstanding  all  r^ulations  to  the  contrary,  the  introduction 
of  geranium  oil  and  palma  rosa  for  purposes  of  adulteration  is 
still  carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  regretted 
as  the  "  synthetic  attar  of  roses  "  now  produced  in  Europe,  although 
inferior  to  the  pure,  natural  oil,  may  prove  a  serious  rival  to  the 
adulterated  article  now  so  largely  exported.  This  ought  in 
their  own  interest  to  be  borne  in  luind  by  the  Bulgarian  rose 
distillei'S. 

The  successful  liquidation  of  the  cocoon  stocks  of  1899  SUk. 
encouraged  cultivators  to  make  large  ventures  in  the  raising  of 
silkworms  in  1900,  and  the  progress  made  by  this  industry  may 
be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  whereas  in  1890  only  2,000  ounces 
of  seed  were  distributed  the  figure  for  1900  was  27,922  ounces, 
being  an  increase  of  8,234  ounces  on  the  amount  distributed  in 
1899. 

The  season  was,  however,  disastrous  both  for  cultivators  and 
dealers,  because  there  was  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  mulberry  leaves 
to  feed  the  quantity  of  seed  set  for  incubation,  the  young  trees 
not  being  yet  able  to  produce  the  amount  of  fresh  foliage  required. 
The  official  statistics  published  at  the  beginning  of  the  season 
anticipated  a  yield  of  2,464,000  lbs.  of  fresh  cocoons,  but  in  reality 
the  amount  was  less  than  half,  and  the  quality  of  the  cocoons 
was  very  inferior. 

Of  the  distributed  seed,  19,706  ounces  were  of  the  yellow 
variety,  and  only  8,215  of  the  white,  and  prices  ranged  from 
2«.  2|^.  to  2$,  4^.  per  kilo. 

In  spite  of  uiese  high  prices,  competition  was  so  keen  that  the 
greater  portion  of  the  entire  stxxik  was  soon  in  the  hands  of 
exporters,  who  shipped  chiefly  to  Milan  and  Marseilles,  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  total  produce  having  been  spun  into  silk  by  the  Sfila 
Company,  Limited,  chiefly  for  exportation  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
while  of  the  remainder  two-thirds  went  to  Milan  and  one-third 
to  Marseilles. 

The  mulberry  cultivators  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  chief 
gainers  last  season,  and  the  impetus  given  to  planting  throughout 
the  province  was  such  that  the  whole  stock  of  about  7,000 
saplings  in  the  Grovemment  nursery  gardens  was  taken  up,  and 
50,000  more  were  imported  from  Turkey.  Unfortunately,  owing 
to  careless  methods  of  culture,  a  large  proportion  of  the  saplings 
are  in  all  probability  doomed  to  destruction,  but  the  attractions  of 
silkworm  raising  appear  to  be  so  great  that  it  is  not  unreasonable 
to  hope  that  in  a  few  years  a  great  part  of  this  province  will 
again  be  covered  with  mulberry  groves,  as  was  the  case  30  years 
ago,  when  the  industry  here  was  at  its  heightj 
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Alcohol. 


Tobacco. 


Eggi. 


The  production  of  native  seed,  which  is  found  to  be  better 
adapted  to  the  local  conditions  than  foreign  seed,  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  the  distribution  of  seed  for  1901  is  as  follows : — 


Bulgarian    , . 
Italian 
French 
Torkiah  (Brosaa) 


Quantity. 


Onncea. 

6,951 
10,150 
680i 

1,880 


The  vintage  was  very  poor,  the  ravages  caused  by  peronospora 
not  having  been  combated  in  time  to  save  the  crop.  The  Agri- 
cultural Bank  has,  at  the  instance  of  the  Gk)vernment,  pur- 
chased a  large  stock  of  sulphate  of  copper  in  Germany  for  the 
treatment  of  the  disease,  but  whether  the  growers  will  take 
advantage  of  the  remedy  thus  placed  within  their  reach  remains 
to  be  seen. 

As  was  stated  in  the  report  for  1899,  the  prospect  of  the  intro- 
duction of  a  law  prescribing  the  levying  of  octroi  at  the  place  of 
production  caused  a  very  large  quantity  of  alcohol  to  be  bought  up 
by  speculators  with  the  object  of  evading  this  consumption  duty- 
However,  the  unexampled  stagnation  in  all  branches  of  trade,  and 
the  scarcity  of  cash  among  the  peasantry,  who  constitute  the  most 
important  consumers  of  this  article,  dealt  a  heavy  blow  to  the 
hopes  of  those  who  had  engaged  in  such  speculation,  and  the 
165,000  gallons  which  had  thus  been  bought  up,  and  which  would 
under  ordinary  circumstances  have  scarcely  sufl&ced  for  the 
demand  during  four  or  five  months,  were,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  not 
disposed  of  till  nearly  the  close  of  the  year.  The  sales  effected 
by  the  distillers  were  consequently  insignificant,  and  notwith- 
standing the  scantin^s  of  the  vintage,  the  total  amount  of  alcohol 
sold  by  the  three  distilleries  in  Eastern  Eoumelia  did  not  exceed 
45,000  gallons,  the  prices  realised  being  proportionately  unre- 
munerative. 

As  the  octroi  on  alcohol  represents  from  75  to  80  per  cent,  of 
the  communal  revenues  under  this  heading  the  precarious 
position  of  the  various  municipal  bodies  may  in  a  large  measure 
be  attributed  to  the  depression  in  this  branch  of  industry. 

Although  inferior  to  the  best  Turkish  tobacco  the  Bulgarian 
article  has  come  into  favour  within  the  last  two  years,  and  exten- 
sive purchases  were  made  by  British  and  Hungarian  firms  in  the 
districts  of  Philippopolis  and  Haskovo.  The  manipulation  of  the 
leaf  is  elBFected  in  large  special  depots  by  native  labour  under  the 
guidance  of  skilled  hands  imported  from  Turkey,  and  the  tobacco 
is  then  made  up  into  bales  and  exported  for  the  purpose  of  being 
mixed  with  higher-class  cigarette  tobaccos. 

The  exportation  of  eggs  shows  sm  increase  in  comparison  with 
the  preceding  year  in  consequence  of  the  more  abundant  harvest. 
In  spring  the  quality  was  poor,  so  that  exporters  encountered  con- 
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siderable  loss,  but  towards  autumn   the  quality  improved  and 
])rofitable  business  was  done. 

The  bulk  of  the  export  went  to  Grermany,  Switzerland,  London, 
and  Paris,  and  prices  varied  according  te  the  season  from  2«.  9^. 
to  68.  4^.  and  7«.  2^^.  j)er  100. 

The  followino:  were  the  amounts  actually  exported : — 100  truck- 
loads,  each  tnick  containing  154,000  fresh  eggs,  and  the  product 
of  1,300,000  eggs,  viz. :  5J  tons  salted  yolks,  7  tons  dried  yolks, 
and  3|  tons  albumen. 

No  living  or  dead  poultry   was  exported  on  accoimt  of  the  Ponltiy. 
absence  of  proper  railway  accommodation ;  but  geese  and  fowls 
are  plentiful  and  cheap,  and  under  other  circumstances  might  be 
exported  with  profit. 

In  striking  contrast  to  other  non-industrial  countries  wliere  Uve-stook. 
the  raising  of  live-stock  might  be  expected  to  play  a  considerable 
part.  Eastern  Itoumelia  is  tor  many  reasons  very  backward  in  this 
respect.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  few  lai-ge  centres  of  popula- 
tion, and  the  rural  inhabitants,  in  a  more  noteworthy  degree  than 
their  congeners  in  less  temperate  climates,  depend  but  little  on 
animal  diet,  particularly  on  that  afiforded  by  beef.  Then  the 
only  practically  accessible  market  for  exportation  is  Constanti- 
nople, which  is  already  supplied  in  a  great  measure  by  Roumania 
and  Eussia.  Moreover,  the  distress  prevailing  among  the 
peasantry  discourages  them  from  incurring  outlays  in  improving 
tlieir  breeds  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  although  the  Grovemment 
has  nmde  some  attempt  to  meet  the  difficulty  by  establishing 
stud-farma  and  importing  a  few  highly-bred  animals  the  i^esult 
is  so  far  hardly  perceptible,  the  Bulgarian  farmer  appearing  to 
have  at  heart  a  preference  for  his  lean  and  undersized  cattle  which 
require  but  little  attention  and  satisfy  all  his  requirements  as 
beasts  of  burden.  Cattle  are  never  sold  for  food  until  they  are 
quite  incapable  of  drawing  the  plough  or  turning  the  water- 
wheel,  and  about  2^600  of  these  animals  are  exported  annually 
to  Constantinople  after  having  been  fattened  on  malt  refuse  or 
crushed  maize  and  chopped  straw  at  the  distilleries. 

The  export  of  sheep  does  not  exceed  5,000  or  6,000  head. 

About  40  truck-loads  of  lambskins,  worth  156,000/.,  were  sent  SVvul 
to  Austria  and  Germany,  and  kid-skins  to  the  value  of  6,400Z., 
representing  eight  truck-loads,  went  to  Marseilles  and  the  United 
States. 

Marseilles  also  took  40  tru(ik-loads  of  walnut  wood,  worth  Walnut  wood, 
about  40/.  to  60/.  each,  and  10  truck-loads  went  to  Austria. 

The  exports  from  the  Eastern  Roumelian  Custom-houses  Exporu, 
reached  n  total  of  477,982/.,  as  against  683,712/.  in  1899,  a  falling- 
off  of  205,730/.,  which  would  have  been  lessened  if  the  tithe- 
collectors  had  not  compelled  the  farmers  to  leave  their  grain 
lying  in  the  fields  until  a  great  part  of  it  was  destroyed  by  the 
mins  of  October  and  November. 

The  statistics  for  the  custom-houses  in  the  province  show  that  Imports 
the  imports  amounted  to  427,756/.,  in  comparison  with  678,373/. 
in  the  preceding  year,  a  diminution  of  250,617/.    The  details  of 
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the  import  ti*ade  j)re8euted  no  very  striking  features  be}oiid 
what  might  have  been  expected  from  a  state  of  general  coni- 
mei-cial  torjjor,  but  the  following  are  the  principal  branches 
regarding  which  a  few  remarks  may  be  offered :  — 

The  United  Kingdom  has  alwaya  occupied  the  first  place  as  an 
importer  of  grey  yams,  but  new  and  formidable  competitors  are 
now  in  the  field.  The  British  spinnery  at  Yarna  does  a  large 
trade  in  Nos.  8  to  IJ,  the  Yedi  Kule  Works  at  Constantuiople 
produce  Nos.  4  to  8,  and  the  factories  at  Smyrna,  Salonica,  and 
various  towns  in  Greece  are  fast  depriving  us  of  our  monopoly. 
Italy  is  also  successful  with  water  twist  and  extra  hard  goods  of 
second  quality,  but  the  practice  of  *'  short-reeling  "  indulged  in  by 
many  Italian,  Austrian,  and  Belgian  firms  has  in  many  instances 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  peasants,  who  are  learning  that  it  is  to 
their  advantage  to  purchase  "  full  length "  British  goods  at  a 
slightly  higher  price.  The  commercial  pri^^leges  recently  granted 
by  the  Sultan  to  Eastern  Roumelia  and  Bulgaria  will,  in  ^1  pro- 
bability, have  an  injurious  effect  on  the  genuine  British  trade  in 
cotton  yams,  as  similar  products  will  enter  from  Turkey  duty 
free,  thus  gaining  an  advantagie  of  at  least  14  per  cent,  over  British 
yams. 

Italian  dyed  yarns  and  three-cords  in  Nos.  8  to  12  have  quite 
replaced  British  goods,  and  another  feature  detrimental  U)  British 
trade  in  -this  branch  is  the  recent  establishment  by  Armenian 
refugees  of  dyeworks  at  Philippopolis,  where,  owing  to  the  cheap- 
ness of  labour,  the  yarns  are  wrung  by  hand,  and  a  colour  is  thus 
produced  which  far  surpasses  that  of  foreign-dyed  yarns  both  in 
evenness  and  brilliancy. 

When  the  mass  of  the  population  was  better  off  than  it  is  now 
the  case  British-made  sewing  thread  commanded  the  market,  and 
Continental  manufacturers  experienced  great  difficulty  in  effecting 
sales,  but  the  imperative  necessity  of  finding  lower-priced  sub- 
stitutes has  brought  about  an  influx  of  Belgian,  Austrian,  and 
German  goods,  many  of  wliich  are  made  up  and  packed  so  as  to 
delude  the  customer  into  the  belief  that  he  is  buying  British  wares. 

For  the  first  time  for  years  past,  "  Tricot's  printed  trouserings," 
and  similar  goods  were  sold  here  by  travellers  representing 
Eussian  firms  at  Lodz,  who  took  advantage  of  the  encourage- 
ment offered  them  by  the  Imperial  Government  in  the  shape  of 
reductions  in  railway  transport  and  freights,  as  well  as  substantial 
export  premiums.  Italian  competition  is  active  and  increasingly 
successful,  but  there  are  indications  that  in  some  branches,  such  as 
"  Oxfords,"  British  trade  is  recovering  lost  ground  in  this  respect. 

In  the  jute  trade  Scotland  did  less  than  ever  before,  and  Calcutta 
sacking,  even  when  naturalised  in  the  United  Kingdom  by  having 
been  stored  in  British  ports  for  some  time,  is  at  present  unpopular 
with  importers  as  it  has  to  undergo  disinfection  on  entering  Bul- 
garia. The  consequence  was  that  almost  all  the  business  done 
in  this  line  was  transacted  with  Italian,  and  still  more  with  Austrian 
firms,  which  now  produce  goods  equal  in  quality  to  those  of 
British  origin,  and  offer  the  additional  inducement  of  a  dis- 
count of  from  3  to  5  per  cent,  at  Trieste  or  Bourgas. 
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Formerly  varnishes  of  all  kinds  came  almost  exclusively  from  Vamiaheiy  Ac 
the  United  Kingdom,  but  Germany,  Austria-Hungary,  and  other 
Continental  countries  have,  owing  to  the  cheapness  of  their  goods, 
driven  us  almost  entirely  out  of  this  market.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  diying  oils,  in  which  Belgium  and  Holland  are  noticeably 
active  competitors. 

Sugar  which  used  to  come  exclusively  from  Austria  is  now  Sugar, 
largely  supplied  by  the  refinery  established  by  a  Belgian  company 
at  Sofia. 

Russian  competition,  aided   by   active   and    intelligent   local  Golosbes. 
representation,  has  almost  entirely  ousted  IJritish-made  goloshes 
without  any  loss  to  the  consumer  in  regard  to  price  or  quality, 
Eussian  manufacturers  having  effected  great  improvements  in  this 
ai'ticle  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years. 

The  wearing  of  waterproof  capes  having  been  i-ecently  autho-  Wat«rprooli. 
rised  in  the  Bulgarian  army,  a  serviceable  article  at  about  35s.  or 
40a  would  probably  find  a  I'eady  sale,  as  the  waterproofs  hitherto 
supplied  by  Germany  and  Austria  are  expensive  and  ill-shaped. 
A  number  of  American  goods  of  this  class  have  already  appeared 
in  the  market  and  have  met  with  favour. 

The  United  States  are  coming  to  the  front  with  what  are  Nails,  wire 
known  as  "  Pointes  de  Paris  "  and  black  nails,  wire  fencing,  and  fencing,  Ac. 
similar  manufactures.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  American 
Commercial  Museum  at  Constantinople  great  activity  has  been 
4lisplayed  in  bringing  American  goods  to  public  notice  by  means 
of  pamphlets  and  circulars  recommending  an  immense  variety  of 
articles  from  children's  toys  to  machinery,  small  ware,  jewellery, 
&c.  This  new  element  in  foreign  competition  is  of  too  recent 
introduction  to  have  produced  any  notable  effects,  but  indications 
ai-e  not  wanting  that  it  will  shortly  become  a  factor  to  be  reckoned 
with. 

The  carpet-making  industry  is  rapidly  becoming  prosperous  Satire 
and  has  in  recent  years  received  a  great  impulse  fix)m  the  induttry. 
influx  of  Armenians  from  various  districts  in  Anatolia.  Kotel 
has  long  been  a  centre  for  the  production  of  carpets  of  Bulgarian 
design,  and  large  factories  now  exist  at  Panagyurishte  where 
imitations  of  Smyrna  and  Persian  carpets  constitute  a  speciality, 
a  considerable  number  of  hands  being  constantly  employed. 
Both  in  colour  and  design  these  carpets  are  far  inferior  to  the 
originals  from  which  they  are  copied,  and  are  by  no  means 
moderate  in  price,  costing  on  an  average  16s.  per  square  metre, 
but  they  are  strongly  made,  much  warmer  than  the  ordinary 
Bulgarian  carpets,  and  have  a  large  and  increasing  sale  in  the  country. 

The  spinneries  and  "  shayak "  factories  at  Sliven  are  fairly  Homespuns, 
prosperous  and  are  doing  a  large  export  trade  with  Turkey, 
•*  shayak  "  being  almost  the  only  material  used  for  the  outer  gar- 
ments of  the  lower  classes,  both  in  that  country  and  in  Bulgaria. 
Ten  weaving  and  four  spinning  mills  are  now  in  existence,  giving 
employment  to  about  650  hands,  and  the  total  value  of  goods 
turned  out  in  1900  may  be  estimated  at  from  70,000/.  to  80,000/. 

The  railway  connecting  Stara  Zagora  and  Chirpan,  a  distance  Public  works. 
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of  50  miles,  which  the  Government  had  pledged  itself  to  comi)ete 
and  hand  over  to  the  Oriental  Railway  Company,  was  opened  for 
traffic  in  August,  and  only  8f  miles  of  line  are  now  required  to 
place  Chirpan  in  direct  communication  with  Skobelovo,  thus 
enabling  the  Oriental  Railway  Company  to  tap  the  important  coni- 
growing  district  of  which  Stara  Zc^ora  is  the  centre. 

The  harbour  works  at  Bourgas  are  almost  completed,  the  only 
cause  of  delay  being  the  slowness  with  which  the  clearing  of  the 
rocky  bottom  is  conducted.  For  this  purpose  blasting  with 
dynamite  has  had  to  be  resorted  to,  and  it  is  thought  that  opera- 
tions will  continue  till  March,  1902.  A  beginning  has  been  made 
with  the  construction  of  the  quays,  and  the  harbour  will,  according 
to  the  calculations  of  those  engaged  upon  the  works,  be  completed 
not  later  than  June  of  the  same  year. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  harvest  prospects 
throughout  the  province  are  excellent,  the  weather  having  been 
uniformly  propitious  both  for  sowing  and  for  the  development  of 
the  young  crop.  An  abundant  harvest  will  not,  it  is  true,  suffice 
to  repair  the  damage  done  by  a  series  of  bad  years,  nor  will  it 
alone  serve  to  extricate  the  country  from  financial  straits,  but  it 
will  afford  relief  to  the  present  tension  and  render  the  transaction 
of  business  less  risky.  At  the  same  time  it  is  impossible  to 
recommend  too  much  caution  in  dealing  with  this  province  until 
the  signs  of  improvement  now  visible  have  further  developed  them- 
selves, and  personal  contact  with  intending  customers  remains  an 
essential  condition  to  the  fostering  of  sound  and  safe  trade. 

Samples  of  some  of  the  yarns  referred  to  in  this  report  as 
competing  successfully  with  British  goods  are  herewith  enclosed.* 

Italian  hard  water  twist  No.  6 ;  extra  hard  cotton  varn  No.  12 
from  the  "  Prince  Boris "  Spinnery,  Varna ;  Italian  dyed  three- 
cord  sewing  cotton  No.  12  ;  No.  6  yam  as  produced  in  Greece  and 
Turkey  ;  Italian  extra  hard  yarn  No.  12. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Bourgas  during  the 

Year  1900. 


Entered. 

teilinff. 

Staui. 

Total. 

NAtlOIMUtr. 

Value  of 
Cargo. 

•«• 

Number  of 
YeaMla. 

Ton*. 

Number  of 

T^ma. 

Number  of 
Veasela. 

Tona. 

BriUsh 

»■■ 

... 

•  •• 

18 

20,844 

18 

20,844 

88,600 

Auftro-Hangartan 

... 

... 

98 

87,500 

98 

97.500 

50.000 

Bulfnirian 

r... 

•  •• 

2 

84 

80 

29,460 

82 

29,581 

80,000 

•  •• 

•M 

■  •• 

1      , 

1,078 

1 

1,078 

... 

French 

••• 

*•• 

•■« 

2 

58 

2 

68 

Qennao 

••• 

«•• 

•  *• 

21      1 

28,880 

21 

28,680 

80,000 

Gmek 

•  •• 

6 

1,380 

52 

16,786 

58 

18,145 

slooo 

0atch 

.. 

••• 

••• 

1 

1.466 

1 

1,466 

•.. 

ItaUra 

•  •• 

••• 

•  •■ 

8 

729 

8 

729 

£00 

BoHbin 

••• 

1 

1           40 

41     : 

42,866 

48 

42,414 

;         5,C00 

Turkish 

••• 
•  •• 

•  •• 

•  • 

98 

,       4,760 
T,26S 

12    ; 

886 

6,600 
242,486 

.       -110 

11,850 

16,0CO 

Total 

107 

1        442 

249,748 

177,600 

*  Sent  to  the  Aseodation  of  Chambers  of  Commerce. 
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Cleaeed. 

• 

Sallinff. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Valoeof 
Cargoes. 

Nationaliiy. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

18 

Tons. 

iNumber  of' 
1  Vessels. 

Tons. 

British       ... 

... 

' 

•  •• 

20,844 

18      1 

20,844 

£ 
84,000 

Auatro-Hangarlaii 

•  •« 

08 

97,500 

98 

97,500 

48,000 

•  •• 

2 

84 

80 

29,450 

82 

29,581 

10,000 

Danish 

•  ■• 

•  •• 

1 

1,078 . 

1            1       1 

1,078 

5,000 

French 

•  •  • 

■  •• 

2 

58 

2 

58 

■    • 

Gernum     ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

21 

26,680 

I          2* 

26,680 

12,000 

Greek 

••• 

6 

1,880 

52 

16,765 

!          M 

lb, 145 

1^000 

Dutch 

... 

... 

■  •• 

1 

1,466. 

.1            1 

1,466 

18,000 

Italian 

•  •• 

»«• 

8 

729 

8 

729 

•  •• 

Russian     ... 

_. 

1 

49 

47 

42,865 

48 

42,414 

4^000 

Turkish     ... 

• «  • 

98       , 

5,750 

12 

5,600 
242,485 

110 

11,850 
249,748 

8,000 

ToUl      ... 

107 

7,268 

885 

442 

1 

149,000 

ROUSTCHOUK. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Dalziel  reports  as  follows  : — 

In  drawing  up  a  report  on  my  Vice-Consular  district,  it  is  as  Change  of  ^ 
well  to  state  that  all  these  districts  in  Bulgaria  have  been  re- J?""^^«««* 
arranged,  and,  in  consequence,  the  three  western  Danube  porta  of  *"**''*^ 
Widdin,  Lorn  Palomka,  and  Rahovo,  have  been  taken  from  my 
district,  whilst  the  eastern  port  of  Silistria  has  been  added  to  it. 


Table  of  Exports  during  the  Years  1898-1900. 
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181 

»8. 

Value. 

£ 
2.661,180 
5-67 

1889. 

1900. 

Quantitj. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 
814,922 

•  •• 

Value. 

From  all  Bulgaria 
Value  per  ton  ... 

Tons. 
469,168 

•  •• 

Tons. 
857,256 

1         « 
2,186,684 
5*98 

,  2,150,820 
6-85 

To  United  Kingdom 
Value  per  ton 

102,169 

418,668 
4*04 

109,781 

894,060 
8-60 

58,878 

•  •• 

289,660 
1        4-50 

Roustchouk  District- 
Port  of  Somovit 

„      Nioopolis 

„      SistoT 

„      Bonstehouk   ... 

„      Tontrakan     ... 

„      Silistria 
Value  per  ton 

86,674 

40,509 
26,840 
15,716 
22,209 

isoVms 

155,811 
188,268 

75,564 
120,048 

4*88 

8,824 
28,876 
85,218 
19,746 
12,146 
11,682 

8,268 

80,402 

129,021 

116,754 

45,182 

55,962 

4-00 

9,898 

5,058 

17,285 

18,827 

7,698 

19,340 

•  ■  • 

47,772 

19,440 

94,520 

1     110,470 

29,704 

,       98,848 

'        5*07 

_ 

..    - 

_.,  .           __ 

_ 

' 

The  increase  in  value  of  the  ton  of  exports  probably  shows 
both  better  quantity  of  grain  and  better  prices,  but  it  is  at  the 
present  time  impossible  to  ascertain  this. 

During  the  last  three  years  the  exports,  which  are  mainly  of  Dimv|[||i|^ 
ei-ain,  have  fallen  from  469,168  to  314,922  tons,  and  their  value  wporta- 
from  2,661,480/.  to  2,159,320/. ;  it  is  not,  therefore,  surprising  that 
the  country  has  smaller  means  of  paying  for  its  imports,  and  that 
the  trade  of  this  district  continues  very  bad.  Twde  rtty 

I  believe  the  prediction  made  at  page  34  of  last  year's  report 
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failuw. 


(Annual  Series  No.  2493),  "that  the  year  1900  would  mark  the 
extreme  low  water  in  the  import  trade,"  to  have  been  perfectly 
justified. 

Failures,  it  is  well  known,  have  been  numerous,  although  as 
in  most  cases  they  have  been  by  private  arrangement,  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  any  statistics  of  them ;  in  very  few  instances  has 
there  been  any  British  capital  involved,  and,  indeed,  I  liave  not 
heard  of  a  single  instance  of  any  considerable  sum  being  due  in 
the  United  Kingdom  or  to  British  creditors. 


Importc 


Table  of  Imports  during  the  Years  1898-1900. 


1896. 

1699. 

1900. 

Country. 

1 

Qoaatity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Tone. 
200,600 

•  •• 

1     Value. 

£ 
i  2,407,128 
12 

Quantity. 

Tone. 
161,870 

Value. 

Total  imports  to  Bulgaria 
Value  per  ton 

Tone. 
270,610 

•  •• 

£ 
2,909,210 
10-76 

£ 
1,868,684 
It -2 

From  Great  Britain 
Value  per  ton 

48,928 

696,846 
14-20 

26,171 

498,786 
18-84 

8,788 
... 

801,160 
84-20 

BouBtchouk  district— 
Port  of  Somorlt 
,,       Nicopolla 

„       Siitov 

„       Boustchouk   ... 
„       Toutnkan 
„       SUistria 

19,727 

28,121 

46,224 

2,197 

7,081 

907824 

191,144 

484.664 

4,402 

46,986 

817,009 
8 

1,626 
6,798 
22,296 
81,044 
1,782 
6,407 

67,847 

•  «  » 

'       27,704 

1     142,826 

401,660 

8,701 

81,290 

6,641 

4,070 

16,066 

20,286 

762 

4,917 

26,879 
11,608 
91,691 
240,844 
2,821 
28,499 

Total 

Value  per  ton 

102,800 

•  ■ 

612,668 
9-08 

60,680 

•- 

896,742 

7*81 

■hipmentik 


SomoTit. 


Natire 
iadmbrieiL 


The  caution  of  British  exporters  will  be  apparent  on  looking 
at  the  foregoing  tables  of  imports ;  the  falling-off  must  be  in  the 
classes  of  low-priced  articles  and  although  the  "  Statistical  Bureau  " 
have  not  yet  given  the  details,  I  feel  sure  that  the  enormous  rise 
in  value  of  the  ton  in  1 900  over  1899  must  be  attributed  in  great 
part  to  the  falling-off  of  coal  shipments,  partly  owing  to  German 
competition  through  Botterdam,  but  mostly  to  the  opening  up  of 
native  coalfields.  Unless  some  substitute  can  be  found  for  coal  as 
a  freight  payer,  steamers  to  load  grain  will  require  to  come  in 
ballast,  which  means  enhanced  freights,  or  not  at  alL 

In  the  foregoing  table  it  is  interesting  to  observe  the  progress 
of  the  new  port  of  Somovit,  opened  in  1899,  when  the  railway 
from  Plevna  to  that  place  was  constructed  (see  page  41  of  last 
year's  report).  Its  imports  have  quadrupled  in  1900,  whereas  those 
of  the  other  ports  have  largely  decreased. 

There  is  a  small  but  growing  circumstance  in  connection  with 
Bulgarian  trade  which  ought  to  be  mentioned,  as  it  affects  it  far 
more  than  was  ever  intended  by  the  legislature.  With  the  laud- 
able intention  of  encouraging  native  industries,  exemption  from 
customs  duties  has  been  granted  to  many  manufacturers  for  the 
various  articles  needed  in  their  factories.  The  total  exemptions, 
as  may.  be  seen  in  the  report  of  the  Statistical  Bureau,  Table  XXIII, 
pages  34  and  35,  for  the  year  1899,  amounted  to  21,021  tons 
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valued  at  78,495/.  The  loss  of  revenue  to  the  State  cannot  exceed 
about  14,000/.,  not  a  very  great  sum,  yet  it  causes  a  great  dis- 
turbance to  trade. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
Government  have  given  information  elsewhere  as  to  the  years 
1898  and  1899  combined,  to  the  effect  that  the  total  quantity  for 
this  purpose  was  7,114  tons,  value  154,806/.,  and  loss  of  revenue 
18,868/.,  the  remainder  of  the  exemptions  being  for  articles  for  the 
use  of  Government.  That  reduces  the  total  amount  of  exemptions, 
but  be  it  14,000/.  or  9,000/.  it  is  of  little  consequence,  for  I  fear 
many  of  those  manufacturers  cannot  work  up  all  of  the  materials 
that  they  are  allowed  to  import  duty  free,  and  so  they  appear 
surreptitiously  as  totally  unexpected  sellers  in  the  market  in  com- 
petition with  the  merchants,  who  cannot  at  first  understand  from 
where  the  opposition  comes,  or  what  will  be  its  probable  strength, 
hence  prices  are  cut  unnecessarily. 

The  Bulgaria  Assurance  Company  has  declared  a  dividend  of 
20  per  cent.,  the  same  as  in  1899. 

The  Commercial  Bank,  whose  shares  are  now  completely  paid 
up,  has  declared  a  dividend  of  7  per  cent,  on  ordinary  shares  and 
8J  per  cent,  on  founders'  shares,  against  5*71  per  cent,  on  ordinary 
shares  and  7  per  cent  on  founders'  shares  in  1899. 

The  Ghirdap  Bank  has  declared  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent., 
against  6  per  cent,  in  1899. 


Varna. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Brophy  reports  as  follows : — 

The  complete  Bulgarian  official  annual  statistics  for  the  different  General 
custom-house  centres  not  being  published  till  late  in  summer,  it  leview. 
will  be  impossible  to  give  here  detailed  tables  of  the  subdivisions  of 
the  various  classes  of  imports  and  exports  at  the  port  of  Varna,  but 
their  ratio  and  distribution  will  not  have  essentially  differed  from 
those  given  during  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

As  was  anticipated  the  value  of  the  imports  (435,300/.),  owing  xmporte, 
to  the  continued  agricultural  depression,  sunk  still  lower  than  in  lowest  m 
1899,  being,  in  fact,  the  worst  on  record,  but  owing  to  the  crop  of  wcord. 
1900  being  rather  better  than  its  three  predecessors  there  was  a 
corresponding  slight  improvement  in  the  value  of  the   exports  Ezporu, 
(349,800/.),  as  shown  by  the  subjoined  table  of  the  totals  for  the  tlight 
last  10  years : —  improvement. 
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Tear. 


18^1 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


Imports. 


QnantHj. 

Tons. 

28,500 

22,900 

26,300 

37,940 

87,860 

43,900 

49,600 

46,000 

86,270 

29,400 


Value. 


£ 
525,600 
606,700 
688,800 
716,700 
489,200 
692,000 
772,400 
611,000 
468,200 
485,300 


Exportri. 


Qnantitj. 

Tons. 

66,700 

90,800 

127,100 

106,200 

97,500 

131,500 

82,400 

63,200 

52,900 

52,500 


Valoe. 


£ 
419,500 
527,900 
652,  00 
556,000 
580.200 
742,400 
481,600 
426,000 
380,500 
349,800 


Lowest  point 
probablj  . 
reached. 


Barrett 

prospects 

mvonrable. 


Foreign 
competitioiit 

Italy. 


It  may  however,  be  hoped,  with  more  or  le^s  assurance,  that 
we  have  now  reached  the  lowest  point  of  the  commercial  depres- 
sion. In  the  fii-st  place,  all  stocks  have  been  depleted,  as  owing  to 
the  want  of  confidence,  business  was  confined  to  the  from-hand-to- 
mouth  system,  only  articles  of  strictest  necessity,  such  as  could  be 
sold  immediately,  being  imported;  and  in  the  second,  although 
there  are  yet  fuUy  three  months  to  run  before  the  haiTest  can  be 
considered  out  of  danger,  the  weather  has  hitherto  been  all  that 
could  be  desired  for  the  fields.  The  winter  wheat  was  got  in 
in  good  condition,  and  abundant  falls  of  snow,  such  as  have  not 
occurred  here  for  many  years  past,  and  which  the  peasants  always 
look  upon  as  a  very  favourable  prognostic,  protected  the  plants 
during  the  winter  frosts,  which  were  protracted,  but  not  intense. 

In  the  months  of  March  and  April  the  weather  was  o|>en  and 
propitious  for  the  sowing  of  barley,  spring  wheat  and  maize,  so 
that,  provided  the  quality  of  the  crops  is  not  spoilt  later  on  by 
any  blight,  or  by  excessive  rainfall  as  happened  last  year,  one  may 
fairly  look  forward  to  the  harvest  being  at  least  up  to  the  average, 
and,  as  the  country  is  entirely  dependent  upon  tlus  factor  for  its 
prosperity  and  buying  power,  there  is  a  good  chance  of  a  revival  of 
trade  ensuing. 

British  imports  have  naturally  suffered  in  sympathy  with  the 
general  depression  in  commercial  circles,  the  decline  being  most 
marked  in  Manchester  goods,  but  already  the  first  three  months  of 
the  current  year  show  a  decided  tendency  to  rally  in  this  and  other 
branches. 

'  The  annual  British  imports  at  Varna  amount  to  an  average  of 
about  40  to  45  per  cent,  of  the  total,  but  while  we  have  fairly 
maintained  our  ground,  we  have  not  gained  any,  and  from  year  to 
year  foreign  competition  is  making  strenuous  efforts  to  supplant 
us  in  various  classes  of  goods,  and  in  some  cases  they  have  succeeded 
in  doing  so. 

Italy  has  been  making  great  progress  lately  in  her  cotton 
manufactures,  and  aided  by  dieap  labour  has  obtained  a  footing 
for  the  lower  grades  of  yams  and  some  prints. 
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Grermany,  too,  is  making  her  mark  in  chemicals  and  iron-  Germany, 
mongery  of  all  sorts,  but  mostly  at  the  expense  of  Austria-Hungary 
and  Belgium,  and  her  export  trade  in  general  is  favoured  by 
extremely  low  railway  freights  from  the  interior  to  the  shipping 
ports,  whereas  British  railway  companies  seem  to  accord  similar 
advantages  almost  exclusively  to  foreign  products  entering  the 
United  Kingdom. 

There  is  another  point  that  also  tells  in  favour  of  our  foreign  P^^'fim 
trade  rivals,  which  is  that  their  shipping  as  well  as  their  railway  throi^h^ 
freights  are  based  on  weight,  not  on  cubic  capacity;  the  merchandise  freights  by 
being  divided  into  12  classes,  and  alphabetical  lists  of  all  possible  ^^^fJ^V, 
kinds  of  goods  being  freely  furnished,  one  can  immediately,  by  ^^  ■ 
consulting  this  catalogue,  tell  the  exact  cost  of  transport  of  any 
article  from   one  given  point  to  another  without  the  need,  as 
in  our  system,  of  entering  into  elaborate  calculations  as  to  the 
number  of  cubic  feet  represenl.ed,  often  entailing  lengthy  corres- 
pondence and  some  deceptions. 

In  the  presence  of  this  commercial  rivalry,  however,  the  firms  Importers  of 
and  agents  doing  business  with  the  United  Eangdom  are  by  no  British  goods 
means  more  supine  or  less  wide  awake  than  their  competitors.  S?ffJ|jL* 
Although  they  would  certainly  go  in  for  any  Continental  article 
selling  well  which  could  not  be  produced  by  British  manufacturers 
of  that  quality  or  at  that  price,  their  first  move  is  always  to  send 
samples  and  quotations  home,  inviting  their  correspondents  to  go 
one  better  if  they  can,  so  that  if  the  latter  do  not  see  their  way 
to  do  so  it  will  probably  be  because  the  conditions  are  not  equally 
favourable,  or  else  because  they  judge  it  would  not  pay  them  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  setting  up  new  plant,  &c. 

Taking  the  imports  in  the  order  of  their  importance,  textiles,  Ii^ports. 
cotton  and  woollen,  representing  an  average  of  about  40  per  cent.  Textiles, 
of  the  whole,  take  first  place ;  the  British  share,  consisting  mainly 
of  Manchester  goods,  amounting  to  about  60  per  cent,  of  this.  Cottons. 
Italy,  however,  of  late  years  has  become  a  serious  competitor 
ii^  yarns  of  all  sorts,  while  water-twist  is  largely  imported  from 
Turkey. 

In  worsted  and  woollen  cloths,  in  which  the  United  Kingdom's  Woolleus  and 
imports  come  third  after  Austria-Hungary  and  Grermany,  there  "'*^®'^^®*^- 
has   been    a  considerable   decrease  as  compared  with   the   two 
previous  years.     Eeady-made  clothing  and  underwear  of  all  kinds 
a^e  almost  exclusively  of  Austro-Hungarian  or  German  manu-. 
faature. 

As  r^ards  metals,  the  decrease  in  imports  has  been  relatively  Hetals, 
small  as  compared  with  textiles,  colonials,  wines  and  spirits,  which  ^^""^^  steady, 
aye  naturally  the  first  articles  to  show  the  effects  of  the  retrench- 
ments enforced  upon  consumers  consequent  on  a  series  of   bad 
seasons. 

The  United   Kingdom   still  maintains  supremacy  in  sheet-  United 
iron,  tin  sheets  and  bar-tin,  but  that  is  about  all  th$,t  can  be  said,  ?^in«don^ 
since  in  all  cast,  wrought  and   hollow   metal  wares   Germany 
and  Austria-Hungary  hold  the  field.      At  one  time  it  was  the 
United  Kingdom  that  exported  most  of  the  Swedish  or  soft  iron, 
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Colonials. 
Sugar. 

Coffee. 


Italian 
exports  of 
colonialfii. 

Tea,  mostly 
from  Bussift 
or  Germany. 


Petroleum. 


Leather. 


Coal. 


Native  coal 
of  superior 
quality. 


but  Austro-Hungarian  exports  have  been  creeping  up  for  some 
years  past  and  have  now  surpassed  British  shipments. 

Although  some  beetroot  sugar  refineries  have  been  established 
in  the  Principality,  by  far  the  greatest  proportion  of  sugar  cx)nsumed 
is  still  supplied  by  Austria-Hungaiy. 

The  bulk  of  the  trade  in  coffee  has  changed  hands  twice: 
formerly,  most  of  the  raw  hemes  were  shipped  from  Trieste ;  then 
for  a  long  time  London  became  the  centre,  but  latterly  it  is  Italy 
that  has  come  into  the  first  place,  and  that  country,  moreover,  has 
now  taken  precedence  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  exports  of  black 
pepper. 

There  is,  perhaps,  a  natural  prejudice  here  in  favour  of  Kussian 
tea,  although  the  quality  imported  is  sea-borne,  certainly  not 
caravan  tea,  but  it  seems  strange  that  Germany  should  secure  a 
position  therein  before  London,  although  this  has  been  accounted 
for  by  the  statement  that  at  Hamburg  sweepings  and  inferior 
qualities  are  faked  up  and  sold  at  a  very  cheap  rate. 

This  displacement  of  British  sales  of  colonials  may  not  be  very 
important  taken  singly,  but  the  combined  tendency  evinced 
presents  disquieting  symptoms. 

Petroleum  is  about  the  only  imported  article  showing  an 
increase  in  1900,  and  although  the  Batoum  shipments  are  still 
the  largest,  the  £oumanian  mineral  oil  is  getting  a  fiim  hold  of  the 
market,  owing  to  its  refining  having  been  greatly  improved  lately 
and  to  its  being  sold  at  a  slightly  lower  price. 

In  sole  leather  the  United  Kingdom  once  held  a  good  position, 
but  latterly  has  been  dropping  back  slightly,  coming  now  only 
fifth  after  Austria-Hungary,  Turkey,  Italy  and  France,  and  after 
Fmnce  and  Gennany  for  calf-skin  and  other  upper  leathers. 
Eeady-made  boots  and  shoes  uj^ed  to  be  a  large  Austro-Hungarian 
importation,  but  the  heavy  customs  duty  now  imposed  has  some- 
what diminished  the  sale. 

About  5,000  to  6,000  tons  of  Cardiff  coal  used  annually  to  be 
discharged  at  Varna,  but  the  high  prices  ruling  during  1900  being 
prohibitive,  the  inferior  native  Pemik  coal  became  exclusively 
used  by  the  railways,  and  Turkish  coal  by  the  Bulgarian  Steam- 
ship Company. 

There  are  some  extensive  coalfields  in  the  interior  at  Travne^ 
not  far  from  Timovo,  affording  a  fuel  the  quality  of  which  is  said 
to  approach  that  of  Cardiff,  but  on  account  of  their  being  at  pre- 
sent nearly  20  miles  away  from  any  railway,  the  enormous  cost  of 
transport  has  prevented  it  being  generally  used.  When,  however 
the  projected  branch  railway  connecting  the  mines  with  the  main 
line  is  completed,  the  concessionnaires  calculate  upon  being  able 
to  put  down  their  fuel  at  Black  Sea  ports  at  prices  low  enough  to 
compete  successfully  with  any  British,  Bussian,  or  Turkish  coal. 
In  the  meanwhile,  owing  to  the  recent  commercial  convention  with 
Turkey,  under  which  Turkish  coal  is  now  allowed  to  enter  the 
Principality  duty  free,  whereas  all  other  foreign  coal  has  to  pay 
10  per  cent,  ad  valorum,  the  owners  of  the  Erekli  mines  in  Asia 
Minor  are  getting  the  preference. 
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Although  the  grain  harvest  of  1900  was,  fortunately,  an  im-  Sxport& 
provement  upon  those  of  the  three  previous  bad  years,  frequent  Onin. 
heavy  rains  during  the  summer  favoured  the  growth  of  straw  to 
the  detriment  of  the  grain,  the  wheat  being  dull  in  colour,  not 
plump,  and  miserably  light,  averaging  only  52  to  53  lbs.  per 
bushel.  The  mean  price  for  wheat,  f.o.b.  Varna,  was  about  5/.  2$. 
per  ton. 

If  some  little  attention  were  bestowed,  the  quality  of  the  W^*** 
wheat  shipped  at  this  port  might  be  vastly  improved,  but  unfor- 
tunately, as  it  is,  not  only  are  the  peasant  growers  careless  as  to 
whether  the  seed  they  sow  has  an  admixture  of  rye  or  not,  but  the 
merchants  also,  before  exporting,  often  add  a  further  percentage  of 
rye,  the  consequence  being  that  Varna  wheat  is  quoted  in  the 
European  markets  as  a  very  low  grade.  At  Bourgas  this  abuse 
does  not  or,  at  least,  used  not  to  exist,  even  the  soft  wheat 
sampling  as  a  rule  3  to  5  lbs.  per  bushel  heavier,  showing  occa- 
sionally as  high  as  62  to  63  lbs.  It  seems  a  pity  that  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  take  steps  to  check  this  mistaken  and  mischievous 
system,  which  causes  enormous  loss  to  the  country,  because  on 
land  suitable  for  wheat  growing  that  cereal  is  more  productive 
than  rye,  and  naturally  commands  a  higher  price. 

Biirley  was  also  a  fair  crop,  but  the  colour  was  bad.     Maize  is  Maize  and 
not  very  largely  grown  in  this  district,  but  the  out-turn  was  ex-  ^^^^^y* 
tremely  favourable,  both    as    to   bulk   and  quality,  the    weight 
averaging  about  60  lbs.  per  bushel.     The  present  price  is  equivalent 
to  31.  18s.  per  ton  f.o.b. 

Last  year,  for  the  first  time,  several  hundred  tons  of  bran  have  S""^- 
been  shipped  to  Hamburg  by  the  German  steamers  calling  at  this 
port.     Its  spot  price  here  was  about  485.  to  50s.  per  ton,  and  the 
freight,  according  to  its  relative  coarseness  or  fineness,  came  to 
about  23s.  to  26s.  per  ton. 

Honey,  too   was  a  new  article  of  export  to  the  same  desti-  Hoa^y- 
nation. 

The  export  trade  in  lamb  and  goat-skins  shows  a  satisfactory  Lan^band 
increase,  as  does  ako  that  of  shayak  (serge)  and  woollen  braid.         wSoileni. 

The  United  Kingdom  is  an  importer  of  Bulgarian  cereals  to 
the  amount  of  about  20  per  cent.,  but  it  is  Turkey  which  is 
Bulgaria's  best  edl-round  customer,  being  a  lai'ge  buyer,  not  only 
of  wheat  and  flour,  but  also  of  all  kinds  of  meat  and  provisions, 
sheep,  fowls,  oxen,  and  cheese,  besides  raw  hides,  cloth,  and  braid. 

German  and  Belgian  imports  from  this  country  are  con- 
siderable, but  are  mainly  confined  to  grain,  while  a  few  cai^oes  of 
wheat  and  maize  have  been  sent  to  Spain. 

France  imports  grain  to  some  extent,  but  is  also  a  good 
customer  for  lamb  and  goat-skins. 

Austro-Hungarian  purchases  are  restricted  to  a  certain  quantity 
of  lambskins  and  eggs. 

During  1900  the  value  of  the  imports  at  the  port  of  Varna  ^J||f"^  •^ 
amounting  to  435,300/.,  and  that  of  the  exports  to  349,800/.,  the  "^^ 
former  exceed  the  latter  by  85,500/.,  but,  to  arrive  at  a  more  cor-  bJ|^J[^  * 
rect  appreciation  of  the  situation  for  this  district,  the  returns  of 
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the  port  of  Baltchik  must  be  included,  where  the  direct  imports, 
mostly  timber  and  petroleum,  amounted  to  only  about  4,000/., 
whereas  199,000  worth  of  grain  was  shipped  thence,  thus  giving  a 
combined  balance  of  109,500/.,  or  25  per  cent,  value  exports 
over  imports. 

Of  the  44  British  vessels  touching  at  Varna  during  the  last 
12  months,  30  were  Liverpool  or  London  steamers,  bringing  5,340 
tons  of  cargo,  of  which,  however,  about  600  tons  came  from 
Antwerp,  while  13  steamers  loaded  about  28,000  tons  of  grain, 
mostly  Gibraltar  for  orders,  but  also  for  Belgium,  France,  Grer- 
many  and  Spain.  11  British  steamers  also  took  in  grain  cargoes 
at  Baltchik. 

Besides  the  Bulgarian  Navigation  Company,  mostly  doing  a 
coasting  trade,  which,  partly  owing  to  defective  management,  can- 
not be  said  to  be  remunerative,  the  Eussians,  Austrians,  (Jermans, 
and  Greeks  have  lines  of  steamers  calhng  here  regularly,  but  the 
first  mentioned,  fortnightly  to  and  from  Odessa,  lands  but  little 
cargo,  and  takes  away  less. 

The  Greek  steamers  are  of  very  small  tonnage,  but  they  appear 
to  do  a  fair  business.  The  Austrian  Lloyd  have  put  on  another 
weekly  service,  with  boate  calling  at  Constantinople,  Bourgas, 
Varna,  and  Kustendj^. 

The  Deutsche  Levante  line  succeeded  some  months  ago  in 
securing  a  yearly  subvention  of  120,000  fr.  from  the  Bulgarian 
Government  on  condition  of  their  boats  calling  here  regularly  four 
times  a  month,  twice  up  and  twice  down,  and  upon  their  reserving 
space  for  at  least  500  tons  of  cargo  that  might  be  offered  for 
loading.  *  There  has  been  a  great  outcry  against  this  arrangement 
on  the  ground  of  its  being  onerous  and  unnecessary,  and  accusa- 
tions of  jobbery  and  bribery  have  been  rife,  but  although  the 
German  company  undoubtedly  made  a  good  bargain,  shippers 
have  largely  availed  themselves  of  these  extra  facilities  for 
despatching  parcels  of  cargo,  and  an  outlet  has  been  found  for 
some  classes  of  native  products  not  heretofore  exported  to  European 
markets. 

The  freights  outward  from  this  port  during  the  greater  part  of 
1900  were  very  remunerative,  going  as  high  as  19«.  6d.  per  ton 
wheat ;  towards  the  end  of  the  year  they  dropped  suddenly  to  10«. 
and  lis.,  which  is  about  the  present  rate. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  harbour  works  it  was  foreseen 
in  the  Varna  Trade  Report  for  1894  that  the  contract  price  of 
276,000/.  offered  small  margin  for  legitimate  profit,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  Bulgarian  contractCMrs,  in  the  event  of  their  failing  to  get 
scamped  work  passed,  would  have  to  come  to  a  stop.  This  is  what 
has  now  happened.  Thanks  to  exceptionally  favourable  circum- 
stances— the  absence  of  heavy  storms,  which  would  generally  have 
to  be  allowed  for,  the  abundance  of  cheap  labour  available  owing 
to  the  large  influx  of  Armenian  refugees  and  to  other  causes,  and 
to  the  stone-quarrying  proving  unexpectedly  easy — any  engineering 
firm  duly  equipped  with  the  necessary  experience  and  the  needful 
plant  c(mld  by  this  time  have  brought  the  undertaking  to  a  satis- 
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factory  conclusion,  and  still  have  made  money  on  it.  All  these 
qualifications,  however,  were  lacking  in  the  peraons  who  took  over 
the  contract,  the  consequence  being  that  a  deal  of  money  was 
wasted  from  their  setting  about  the  operations  in  a  mistaken 
manner.  Finally,  not  succeeding  in  gaining  over  to  their  views 
the  French  engineer  appointed  by  the  Bulgarian  Government  to 
superintend  the  execution  of  the  plan,  all  work  was  stopped  in 
July,  1900.  Since  then  operations  have  just  recently  been 
resumed  by  a  new  Compagnie  Anonyme,  who  offer  much  better 
moral  security,  but  who  are  hampei'ed  by  want  of  capital,  so  that 
judging  by  the  present  rate  of  progress  it  will  be  several  years 
yet  ere  the  harbour  is  finally  completed.  Even  as  it  now  stands, 
however,  rendering  great  caution  necessary  for  vessels  entering 
the  port,  the  breakwater  affords  very  fair  protection. 

A  provisional,  but  not  yet  definitely-ratified  concession  has  Electric 
been  granted  for  lighting  this  town  by  electricity,  the  estimate  ligl^ting- 
being  for  50  arc  lights  of  10  amperes  each,  and  1,500  lamps  of 
16  candle-power.  The  concession  would  be  for  40  years,  and  the 
lowest  tender  was  48  c.  per  kilowatt  per  hour  for  the  public 
lamps,  55  c  for  municipal  buildings,  and  80  c.  for  private 
consumers. 

There  being  no  water-power  available,  the  energy  would  have 
to  be  generated  by  steam  engines.        ' 

A  municipal  loan  for  4,000,©00  fr.  <160,'000^.^  for   drainage,  PropoMd 
waterworks,  &c.,  was  in  contetnplatioii;  and  very  near  being  con- municipal 
eluded  with  some  French  banking  houses,  but  t>wJng  to  change  of  ^***^ 
Ministry,  and  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  finances  in  general, 
it  is  not  expected  that  the  scheme  will  be  carried  out,  at  least,  for 
some  time  to  come. 
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Entered. 

Cleared. 

NaUonaUtj. 

Namber 

1 

1 

Number 

of 

Tonnage.  •  Cargo. 

of 

Tonnage. 

Cargo. 

YeaseU. 

1 

VefwelB. 

Tons. 

' 

Torn. 

Britiih 

44 

68,606 

6,846 

48 

66,900    , 

•28,828 

AuBtro-Huhgariao  . . 

64 

67,968 

4,800 

64 

67,968 

6,748 

Bulgarian   .. 

118 

67,396 

10,761 

118 

67,898 

6,600 

French 

2 

2,810 

. . 

2 

2,810 

1,926 

German 

10 

14,686 

1,047 

10 

14,686 

4,688 

Oreek 

111 

80,410^ 

fllO 

80,8991 

Rniaian 

67 

50,790 

8,000 

-     57 

60,790  1 

6,076 

Tnrkiah 

118 

28,888  f 

ill7 

28,668  r 

Othera 

8 

6,696  J 

L    8 

6,696J 

Total   .. 

622 

822,688 

29,444 

619 

810,697 

62,600 

,»    1899      .. 

646 

424,819 

86,274 

640 

426,949 

62,924 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  Distinct  of 

Coquimho  for  the  Year  1899 

By  Mr.  Consul  Ansted. 

(BeceiTed  at  Foreign  OfBoe,  March  16, 1001.) 

The  trade  of  Coquimbo  duriug  1899  was  inferior  in  volume  to  General 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  the  statistics  showing  65,000/.  less  in  wmarka. 
exports  and  54,6007.  less  in  imports,  or  a  total  diminution  of 
119,600i,  for  which  copper  was  responsible  to  the  extent  of  some 
34,000i.  of  the  exports,  and  coal  and  coke   for  30,000/.  of  the 
imports. 

On  the  other  hand,  and  notwithstanding  the  inference  sug- 
gested by  statistical  returns,  active  internal  trade  was  being  briskly 
carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  the  province,  and  particularly 
the  port  of  Coquimbo,  showed  unmistakable  signs  of  increasing 
prosperity. 

The  port  is  now  used  as  a  winter  station  for  the  Chilian  fleet, 
and  is  the  most  suitable  coaling  station  for  sliips-of-war  within  any 
convenient  distance  from  the  headquarters  at  Valparaiso.  The 
presence  of  these  ships  stimulates  trade  in  almost  all  its 
branches. 

The  "  fine  "  copper  output  in  1899  was  considerably  smaller  Copper, 
than  that  of  1898  and  reached  only  about  8,500  tons  in  all,  a 
shortage  attributable  in  part  to  the  unscientific  methods  of  mining 
in  general  operation,  for  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  miners 
prefer  trying  their  luck  on  small  claims  of  their  own  taking  up  to 
hiring  out  their  services  to  the  companies  and  other  ownei-s  of  the 
more  important  mines,  with  the  consequence  that  their  labour  is 
expended  in  the  most  wasteful  manner. 

This  unproductive  diflusion  of  effort,  added  to  the  prevailing 
scarcity  of  working  hands,  prevented  that  development  of  the 
industry  which  might  have  been  expected  from  the  high  market 
price  of  the  metal.  The  prospecting  operations  too  were  unsuc- 
cessful in  discovering  any  new  deposits  of  fusible  copper  ores. 

No  material  alteration  in  the  movement  of  steamers  took  place  Shipplnir 
during  the  year  1900,  though  in  sailing  vessels  there  was  a  falUng-  C^^)- 
oflf  as  regards  the  number  of  ships,  which,  however,  does  not 
necessarily  imply  diminution  of  trada 
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The  Hgures  of  the"lteturii  of  Shipping '' are  in  one  respect 
misleading,  ihasrinich  as  tliey  show  totals  but  of  all  proportion 
with  the  weight  or  bulk  of  merchandise  received  or  dispatched  at 
Coqiiimbo,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  numerous  steamers  that  call 
in  bring  and  take  away  only  part  cargoes,  and  generally  very 
small  parts  of  cargoes,  of  goods  that  must  be  classified  with  those 
of  the  coasting  trade  in  their  major  part.  However,  the  sea 
carriage  gives  employment  to  a  considerable  number  of  the  work- 
people as  stowers,  lightennen,  boatmen,  &c.,  at  this  port,  and  to 
it  may  be  attributed  much  of  the  prosperity  of  this  little  place. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  year  1898,  the  imports  for  1899 
showed  a'ielatjively  large  diminution  u^wn  the  totals  of  the  ydar 
preceding.  This  wbs  particularly  noticeable  under  the  heads  of 
"Alimentary"  and  of  "Coal  and  Coke";  the  former  affected  by 
the  new  customs  tariff  of  duties  upon  preserved  provisions  of  jiU 
sorts,  both  solid  and  liquid,  while  coal  and  coke  felt  the  effects  of 
the  cessation  of  purchases  of  navy  steam  coal  by  the  Chilian 
Goveniment  for  storage  at  Coquimba  In  "  Textiles "  and 
"  Manufactured  metals  "  there  was  a  slight  increase,  a  satisfactory 
circumstance. 

The  British-made  ironmongery  and  crockery  ware,  and  also 
barbed  wire  for  fencing,  seemed  to  be  giving  place  to  articles 
of  German  and  Belgian  manufacture. 

Copper  exports  (the  most  important  exports)  were  inferior  to 
those  of  1898,  as  mentioned  in  a  previous  paragraph,  both  in 
quantity  and  intrinsic  value,  but  over  the  same  period  the  man- 
ganese trade,  stimulated  by  better  prices,  was  much  more  flourish- 
ing than  it  had  been  for  some  time  before. 

The  "  other  articles  "  exported  wei*e  less  by  nearly  60,00i)/., 
and  but  for  a  spurt  on  the  chinchilla  skin  market  would  have 
shown  a  still  larger  deficit. 

The  chinchilla  is  in  danger  of  extermination,  for  the  chase  of 
the  animal  is  carried  on  with  no  respect  for  the  breeding  season, 
and  should  the  demand  for  the  skin  continue  to  be  as  active  as  it 
was  during  J  899  there  will  soon  be  no  chinchillas  left  in  the 
province. 

The  supply  of  algarrobilla  seed,  used  for  tanning,  will  also  fall 
off  ere  long  unless  some  effort  be  made  at  replanting  and  cultivating 
the  algarrobilla  tree. 

Mining  is  the  principal  industry  of  Coquimbo  and  copper 
smelting  consequently  stands  in  a  prominent  position  among  the 
industries  of  the  province,  there  being  very  important  works  at 
Guayacan  (close  to  Coquimbo),  and  works  of  less  productive 
power  at  Panulcillo  and  at  several  other  mining  centres. 

The  smelting  at  the  little  port  of  Tongoy  has  been  suspended, 
but  operations  have  been  recommenced  at  Huasco,  60  miles  further 
north. 

Copper-mining  had  not  shown  signs  of  development  on  a  satis- 
factory scale  up  to  the  end  of  1899,  but  the  manganese  yi^ 
increased  very  materially,  the  value  of  the  output  reaching 
40,000/.  as  compared  with  the  20,000/.  worth  exported  in  1898. 
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Its  agricultural  produce  supplies  the  needs  of  tlie  inhabitants 
of  the  province,  leaving  a  not  inconsiderable  surplus,  principally 
of  green  vegetables,  for  transmission  to  the  northern  Chilian 
ports. 

Public  works  are  in  progress,  on  a  not  very  large  scale,  at  i>abUc 
various  places,  the  railway  up  the  valley  of  the  river  Coquimbo  work*, 
being  the  principal  undertaking,  carried  on  by  contract  for  account 
of  the  State,  i^n  extension  of  the  line  destined  eventually  to 
connect  Coquimbo  with  the  capital  is  also  being  pushed  south- 
wards, but  not  with  vigour.  Both  lines  are  of  the  1  metre  gauge 
and  the  rolling  stock  is  of  British  and  American  make  as  regards 
metal  work ;  the  timber  for  all  wagons  is  of  native  growth,  and  is 
worked  up  in  this  province  and  in  the  south. 

Three  large  and  numerous  smaller  breweries  produce  suflBcient 
light  beer  to  feed  an  active  trade  locally  and  along  the  coast 
northwards. 

Spirit  is  being  distilled  in  increasing  quantities,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  the  grape  is  very  general 

There  are  soap-works  and  tanneries  but  not  on  a  large  scale, 
though  large  enough  to  supply  the  neighbourhood. 

Return  of  British  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Carrying  Trade  of 
Foreign  Countries  and  British  Possessions  to  and  from  the 
Port  of  Coquimbo  during  the  Year  1900. 
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Entered.* 

Cleared."* 

Ck>aiitrj. 

Number  of 
Veaaeli. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
YeflBeU. 

Tons. 

United  Kingdom 
New  South  Walot 

4 

1 

4,911 
851 

8 

•  • 

8,262 

•  • 

Totsl     .. 

5 

5,762 

8 

3,262 

*  Wiih  cargoes. 

Annex  A.^Bvrvw  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Coquimbo 

during  the  Year  1900. 
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of 
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Number 

of 
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Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British    .. 
Chilian    .. 
Other  countries . . 

9 
25 
12 

10,179 
11,855 
13,294 

207 

208 

54 

886,754 
220,505 
181,147 

216 

228 

66 

846,988 
282,860 
114,141 

Total,  1900 . . 

n       18W 

46 
59 

85,328 
85,886 

464 
479 

688,406 
688,826 

510 
588 

728,784 
719,662 
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Cli&ared. 


Sa 

Uing. 
Tons. 

Steam. 

Total. 

• 

Nationality. 

Nnmber 

of 
Yeasels. 

Number 

of 
Veawls. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
V«jselB. 

Tout. 

Britiah    . . 
Chilian    .. 
Oilier  countries . . 

9 
22 
12 

10,768 
10,717 
10,883 

208 

208 

54 

889,708 
220,605 
181,147 

217 

225 

66 

860.466 
281,222 
141,980 

Total,  1900 . . 
„     1899.. 

48 
66 

82,818 
87,299 

466 

477 

691.866 
672,081 

608 
542 

728.668 
709,380 

Annex   B. — Keturn  of  Principal   Articles  of  Export  fipom 
Coquimbo  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

1899. 

1898. 

Value. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Quantitj. 

Copper,  manufactured  and 
in  ores,  k-o^       . «         .  • 
Manganese  ore     .  • 
Precious  metals  . . 
Other  articles 

£ 

487,820 
41,980 
38,820 

107,280 

Tons. 

8,676 

•  • 

•  • 

£ 

471,788 

17,671 

.   81.886 

164,660 

Tons. 
10,978 

•  • 

Total     .. 

620,850      !           ..           i      685,500 

I                        i 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Coquimbo  during  the 

Years  1899-98. 


Articles. 

I 

^^tm^^^m^^^m^^^mmmmm^t^^m^m^^^t^m^^^K^amm^^^m^  m^^m^^  mhh^m^^  b^m^^^ 

Alimentaiy,  including  liqa<»a     . . 
Textiles,  clothing,  ftc,  included . .         . .  f 
Maoufactured  metals,  machinery,  kc,    . . ' 

Coal  and  coke        

Other  articles        

Total 


Value. 


1899. 


1898. 


£ 

£ 

68,266 

75,183 

28,835 

22,980 

17,920 

12,522 

40,435 

69.528 

61,075 

76,024 

201,580 


256,1 82 
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Annex  C. — ^Tablb  showing  the  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  Coquimbo  to  and  from  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1899-98. 


Country. 

1 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898, 

Ontt    Britain    and   de- 
pendencies 

franoe 

United  States  of  America 

Qermanj 

Other  oonntrles    •• 

£ 

424,970 

142,575 

19,800 

11,180 

21,825 

£ 

487,085 

144,100 

54,595 

16,890 

38,880 

£ 

86,740 
13,965 
10,670 
58,455 
86,700 

£ 

112.749 

9,198 

18,002 

71,965 

44,278 

ToUl     .. 

620,850 

685,500 

201,580 

250,182 
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Beport  oil  the  Trade  of  Ssttmao  and  Metigtse  for  the  Tear  1899 

By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Litton. 

(Reeeired  at  Foreign  Office,  November  26, 1900.) 

Ssumao,  situated  in  the  south-west  comer  of  Yuunaii,  on  the  The  openingr 
edge,  so  to  speak,  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  was  declared  open  to®^^"'"''*^ 
foreign  trade  in  the  year  1897.     Hopes,  based  partly  on  the  fact  *  *  '*'^* 
that  the  town,  occupying  a  position  near  the  frontier  of  British, 
French,  and  Siamese   territories,   is   also   the   starting  point  for 
several  roads  into  China,  were  entertained   that  a  considerable 
commerce    would    spring  up   between   Tonquin    and   Burma  on 
the  one  hand   and  Yunnan  on  the  other.  ^  How  far  these  hopes 
have   been  falsified    by   experience  is   shown  by   the    following 
returns  of  the  Imperial  Customs : — 

Setumfl. 


1 
Total 

Value. 

1 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Imports 
Exports 

£ 

25,122 

5,108 

80,225 

1 

36,752 
5,735 

27,803 
6,900 

42,487 

34,708 

In  1899  the  duties  collected  amounted  to  1,296/.  which  is 
not  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  staff,  and  the  total  returns  for  a  year 
when  the  trade  of  nearly  every  port  in  China  showed  an  un- 
precedented development  give  a  decrease  of  nearly  8,000/.,  or 
20  per  cent. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  little  chance  that  the  foreign  RoMons  for 
trade  of  Ssumao  will  ever  assume  considerable  proportions,  that  the  *       * 
political  and  commercial  importance  of  the  place  has  been  grossly 
exaggerated,  and  that  its  opening  has  resulted  in  no  benefit  to 
British  interests.     I  submit  the  following  reasons : — 

(1)  The  town  itself  consists  of  only  1,800  houses,  chiefly  built 
of  mud,  and  containing  a  population  of  not  more  than  9,000.     In 
(689)  A  2 
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Principal 
importe 


Canton  province  a  place  of  this  size  would  be  regarded  as  a  large 
village,  and  in  Ssuchuan  as  a  third-rate  market  town. 

(2)  That  part  of  Yunnan  which  can  most  conveniently  be 
served  from  Ssumao  is  mountainous,  sparsely  populated  and 
exceedingly  poor,  even  for  so  poor  a  jirovince  as  Yunnan. 

(3)  The  population  consists  largely  of  Shans,  Lolos,  Lohei, 
and  other  tribes,  who,  however  interesting  they  may  be  to  the 
ethnologist,  are  far  behind  the  Chinese  as  commercial  units. 

(4)  The  communications  are  execrable;  the  main  route  from 
Ssumao  to  Yunnan  or  Mengtse  is  an  excellent  higliway  for 
developing  the  muscles  of  the  traveller,  but  from  the  merchant's 
point  of  view  it  must  be  one  of  the  worst  roads  in  the  world. 
Heaps  of  boulders  and  quagmires  30  yards  long  and  4  feet  deep 
vary  the  monotony  of  the  route,  and  wear  and  tear  in  transitu  is 
a  very  serious  element  in  all  trading  operations. 

(5)  "With  the  exception  of  the  tea  industry  which  is  centred 
at  Ipang  to  the  south  of  Ssumao,  and  the  salt  industry  near  Puerh, 
there  are  no  local  products  of  any  importance  whatever. 

(6)  Large  districts  in  the  Shan  States,  wliich  were  served  from 
China  in  the  prosperous  days  of  Yunnan,  have  now  been  taken 
in  hand  by  the  Government  of  India  and  trade  with  Eangoon  by 
way  of  the  new  (iart-roads  and  railways.  A  large  number  of 
muleteers  whose  homes  are  in  South- West  Yunnan  are  now 
migrating  with  their  beasts  to  British  territory  .where  trade  is 
brisk  and  good  Grovemment  contracts  for  transport  are  to  be  had. 

(7)  Owing  to  tropical  rains  and  malaria  trade  with  the  Shan 
districts  to  the  south  and  south-west  of  Ssumao  is  almost  entirely 
suspended  for  four  months  (June  to  September)  every  year. 

(8)  It  is  24  days*  march  from  Keng  Tung  the  nearest  post 
in  the  British  Shan  States.  The  intervening  country  is  of  little 
importance. 

Thus,  at  Ssumao,  all  the  conditions  necessary  for  a  flourishing 
British  commerce  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  and  it  is 
so  remote  (18  stages)  from  Yunnan-fu,  the  provincial  capital, 
and  news  percolates  so  slowly,  that  the  ofl&cer  stationed  at  Ssumao 
can  only  be  very  imperfectly  informed  of  what  is  going  on  in 
Chinese  official  circles. 

In  the  year  1899  the  following  were  the  principal  imports : — 


Articles. 


Value. 


Raw  cotton 

Deer  horns  (for  medicine)    . . 

Foreign  cottons 

Burma  cotton. .         . . 

Tigers'  bones  . . 


£ 

26,680 

2,110 

991 

494 

442 


Eiports. 


The  principal  exports  were : — 


SSUMAO. 


Articles. 


•  • 


Iron  goods,  chieflj  pans 

Straw  hats  and  hat  ooTors,  worn  by  Shans.  • 

SUk ., 

Opium  . .         « 


Value. 


£ 
1,625 
1.300 
1,187 

487 


The  number  of  transport  mules  and  ponies  i-etumed  as  passing  Transport 
the  customs  in  1899  was  27,011 ;  of  coolies,  5,033  ;  animals  carry 
about  140  lbs.,  while  a  man's  load  is  about  90  lbs.     Transport  at 
Ssumao  is  neither  good  nor  abundant ;  the  cost  of  transport  for  a 
load  of  cotton  to  Yunnan-fu  is  about  5  taels  (16s.  3d.), 

Besides  the  trade  controlled  by  the  Foreign  Customs  there  is  a  Likin  trade. 
considerable  native  trade  controlled  by  the  likin  officials.     The 
exports  through  this  source  are : — 

(1)  Salt  in  lumps  or  cakes.  This  is  a  very  ancient  and 
important  trade.  In  many  of  the  Shan  States  the  ancient  prac- 
tise of  using  lumps  of  salt  for  currency  still  obtains.  Two  mules 
out  of  every  three  seen  at  Ssumao  are  laden  with  salt,  the  product 
of  brine-wells  near  Pu-erh,  which  is  distributed  all  over  the  Shan 
States.  It  is  often  used  by  weight  for  money  as  mentioned 
above.     Oxen  are  commonly  used  for  the  transport  of  salt. 

(2)  Iron,  which  is  sold  to  the  Shans  to  make  "dahs"  or 
swords. 

(3)  Straw-hats  and  Chinese  groceries.  The  chief  native  import 
is  the  well-known  "  Pu-erh  "  tea.  This  comes  through  Ssumao  from 
the  Chinese  Shan  Dependencies  to  the  south.  The  chief  markets 
for  this  article,  which  is  never  likely  to  find  favour  amoD^r 
foreigners,  is  in, Yunnan-fu,  Ssuchuan,  and  Central  China.  The 
leaf  is  collected  over  a  wide  area  of  the  Shan  country ;  some  of  it 
even  comes  from  British  territory. 

The   trading  season   at  Ssumao   opens   in   October   or   early  ^  ^Yiod 
November  when  the  rains  cease ;  caravans  of  laden  mules  then  trwiing  i^ 
leave  Ssumao  for  the  Chinese  and  Burmese  Shan  States  with  salt,  Ssumao. 
iron,  straw  hats,  tea  and  Chinese  groceries.     The  traders  spend' 
the  whole  of  the  open  season  in  hawking  their  goods  about  the 
Shan  States,  and  many  of  them  go  as  far  as  Mandalay;  they 
return  to  their  homes  in  Yunnan  in  April  or  May  bringing  cotton, 
deer-horns,  foreign  cotton  goods  and  foreign   sundries,   such   as 
aniline    dyes.      The    traders    are    principally    Mohamedans    of 
Yunnan. 

A  few  caravans  from  Thibet  visit  Ssumao  every  winter, 
travelling  viS,  Ta-Li  and  Shun-ning.  Their  object  is  to  purchase' 
tea. 

No  reliable  figures  can  be  given  for  the  trade  passing  through 
the  native  likin  at  Ssumao,  or  through  the  various  small  trading 
villages  on  the  froniier  to  the  east  and  west  of  tlie  town,  but  it  is 
probable  that  not  more  than  one-third  is  accounted  for  by  the 
Foreign  Customs.  Even  so,  these  figures  are  not  encouraging ;  the 
bulk  of  the  trade  is  purely  native,  and  consists  of  hawking  on  a 
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Trade  of 
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The  Bed 
Biyer  route. 


Mengtie 


large  scale.  It  is  highly  unlikely  that  any  foreign  merchant  will 
ever  settle  at  Ssumao,  and  the  good  people  of  the  town  are  not  a 
little  surprised  that  it  should  have  been  the  subject  of  international 
treaties. 

While  Ssumao  has  been  a  complete  failure,  Mengtse,  the  other 
open  mart  of  the  southern  frontier  of  Yunnan,  has  been  a  con- 
spicuous success.  Mengtse  is  situated  (lat  23°  north,  long.  104^ 
east)  near  the  French  Tonquin  border,  almost  due  south  of  Yun- 
nan-fu,  from  which  capital  it  is  distant  eight  easy  stages  for  pack 
animals  over  a  plateau  sloping  up  towards  the  north.  The  climate 
is  excellent.  A  day  and  a-half  s  journey  to  the  south  from  Mengtse 
brings  the  traveller  down  into  the  low-lying  and  tropical  valley  of 
the  Eed  Biver  at  Manhao,  whence  there  is  direct  communication 
with  the  sea.  Goods  are  brought  from  Hong-Kong  to  Haiphong 
on  the  Tonkin  coast,  and  thence  up  the  Bed  iTiver  in  junks.  Small 
steamers  can  reach  Laokai  on  the  Chinese  frontier,  but  the  navi- 
gation is  so  uncertain  that  shippers  prefer  junks. 

The  difficulties  of  navigating  the  Upper  Eed  River  and  the 
two  days'  mule  transport  from  the  river  valley  up  on  to  the 
plateau  of  Mengtse,  are  serious  hindrances  to  the  trade,  yet 
Mengtse  is  the  commercial  key  of  the  best  districts  of  Yunnan, 


trade  petump.  and  the  returns  for  the  last  three  years  are  very  satisfactory  :- 


Value. 


Imports 
Exports 


.  ! 


Total 


1897. 

1898. 

889,029 
171,882 

£ 

398,748 
198,056 

660,911 

696,804 

1899. 


£ 
548,216 
306,086 


854,252 


Among  imports  the  chief  items  in  1899  were  as  follows : — 


Articles. 


Indian  jams  . .         •  •         . .         .... 

European  cotton  goods  (chiefly  grey  shirtings 

andXdoths)  

Japanese  yams  •  •         • .  •  •  # . 

Woollen  goods  • .  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Tobacco  • 

Native  cottons  . .         .  •         •  •         •  • 

Matches  ..         ..         •• 


Value. 


£ 
356,171 

85,425 
88,244 
18,860 
21,487 
14,950 
8,612 


The  principal  exports  were  as  follows : — 


SSUMAO. 


Articles.  \         Value. 


Tin  in  Blabs  . . 
Tunnan  opium 
Pu-erh  tea 


£ 
245,382 
42,907 
4,599 


It  is  notable  that  in  1899  only  59,800/.,  or  a  little  over  7  per 
cent,  of  the  total  trade,  is  to  or  from  the  French  Colonial  Empire ; 
all  the  rest,  or  93  per  cent.,  comes  from  or  goes  to  the  British 
colony  of  Hong-Kong. 

The  town  of  Mengt^e  itself  is  neither  large  nor  wealthy ;  it  is  Method  of 
little  more  than  a  forwarding  station  for  goods.     The   Chinese  tiding  at 
merchants  in  Hong-Kong  barter  their  yarns  and  cottons  against  ^®"g*^^- 
Tunnan   tin  and  opium.     There  are  three  large   warehouses  at 
Manhao,  whence  the  imports  are  forwarded  on  mules  to  Mengtse, 
whence  after  passing  the  customs  they  are  commonly  sent  on  into 
the  interior  under  transit  pass  on  the  day  of  their  arrival.     There 
are  no  banks  in  Mengtse,   and  in  a  town  through   which  over 
750,000Z.  sterling  of  Hong-Koni^T  trade  passes  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  dfficulty  to  change  a  cheque  on  Hong-Kong. 

From    another   point   of   view,   Mengtse  is   of   considerable  Political 
importance.      Situated   on  the  edge  of  the   healthy   plateau  of  importance  of 
Yunnan,  it  is  the  natural  sanatorium  for  the  French  officials  and  ^^^=^8**®- 
soldiers   who   are  compelled  to  live  in  the  low  and  unhealthy 
valley  of  the  Eed  Eiver. 

The  reasons  for  the  satisfactory  development  of  the  Mengtse  Reasonj  for 
trade  may  be  sumiuarised  as  follows : —  large  trade  at 

(1)  The  Red  liiver  is  the  natural  trade  route  between  Hong-  Mengtse. 
Kong  and  Yunnan,  the  land  carriage  being  much  less  than  by  the 
West  Eiver  route. 

(2)  The  respect  paid  to  transit  passes  by  the  local  officials  in  Transit  paes 
Yunnan  is  very  beneficial  to  the  trade.     Thus  in  1899  no  less  than  good». 

85  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports  and  95  per  cent,  of  the  cottons 
and  yarns  went  into  the  interior  under  transit  pass.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  places  for  which  passes  were  issued  goes  to  prove  that 
Mengtse  supplies  South  Yunnan  only.  The  towns  which  took  up 
most  of  the  imports  were,  in  the  order  of  their  importance : — 
Yunnan-f  u,  Cheng  Kiang,  Chu  Ching,  Kai  Hua,  Lin  An,  all 
important  centres  in  South  Yunnan.  Thus  Mengtse  is  the  chief 
supply  town  for  a  district  containing  a  population  of  about 
2,500,000,  or  about  half  of  the  whole  province. 

The  unwonted  observance  by  the  officials  of  the  treaty  stipu- 
lations about  transit  passes  is  not  due  to  foreign  pressure,  but  to 
the  action  of  the  high  officer  (Taotai)  who  first  opened  Mengtse, 
and  was  an  enemy  of  the  likin  officials.  The  passes  once  estab- 
lished have  lieen  maintained  by  the  vigilance  of  tlie  Commissioner 
of  Customs. 

(.*>)  The  considerable  tin  production  wliich  enables  the  Yun-  Tin 
nanese  to  pay  for  their  cottons  and  yarns.     The  important  mines  production. 
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of  Kuo-chiu  are  conveniently  situated  near  Mengtse,  and  heavy 
charges  for  freight  are  thus  avoided.  In  1899  the  price  of  tin  in 
Hong-Kong  was  very  favourable  to  the  operations  of  the  local 
merchants  and  gentry  who  own  the  mines. 

In  view  of  the  large  production  of  these  mines,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  state  that  the  provincial  board  of  mines  which  has 
hitherto  effectually  prevented  the  development  of  the  mineral 
resources  of  other  parts  of  Yunnan  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
management  of  Kuo-chiu. 

(4)  The  tranquillity  of  the  Ked  River,  which  was  formerly 
much  infested  by  pirates,  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Mengtse  trade ;  this  1ih*j  been  secureil  by  the 
action  of  tlie  French  authorities.  Soon  after  the  conquest 
pf  Tonkin,  Mengtse  was  found  to  be  the  most  suitable  mart 
on  the  Chinese  side  of  the  frontier,  and  since  then  the  dis- 
orders on  the  Red  River  have  been  gradually  suppressed.  Roads, 
telegraphs,  and  military  stations  have  been  established  by  the 
French  along  the  great  route,  and  though  the  natural  obstructions 
to  navigation  have  not  and  probably  cannot  be  altogether  removed, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  pacification  of  the  liver  is 
entirely  the  result  of  French  control,  and  that,  were  that  control 
removed,  the  river  highway  would  very  soon  be  blocked. 

(5)  Tlie  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  Chinese  or  West  River 
route  from  Hong-Kong  and  Canton  to  Yunnan  has  driven  the 
trade  to  it-s  rival  the  Mengtse  route.  The  opening  of  Wuchou  has 
done  little  or  nothing  to  improve  the  condition  of  tlie  Upper  West 
River ;  in  the  year  1899,  after  traversing  the  chief  trade  rout^js  of 
Kwangsi,^  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  province  bad  for  some 
years  been  so  infested  by  bandits  who  prey  upon  the  West  China 
opium  and  yarn  trade,  that  no  great  volume  of  trade  could  be 
expected  to  pass  to  Yimnan  by  the  West  River.  Most  of  the 
robbers  have  been  expelled  from  Tonkin  by  the  French  and  find 
a  happy  hunting  ground  in  their  own  country-  where  the  oflScials 
are  too  weak  to  deal  with  them.  Furthermore,  after  goods  have 
been  landed  at  Po-se  or  Pei-Ngai,  the  heads  of  navigation  on  the 
West  River,  there  is  a  long  overland  carriage  of  18  days  to  Yunnan- 
f u  along '  an  execrable  road  and  through  very  poor  countiy.  The 
number  of  dilapidated  inns  and  stables,  and  the  relics  of  stone 
causeways,  coupled  with  the  present  scarcity  of  pack  animals 
along  this  route,  lead  one  to  suppose  that  previous  to  the  opening 
of  Mengtse  there  was  a  considerable  trade  vi&  the  West  River. 

In  spite  of  the  blackmail  levied  by  robber  bands,  there  is  still 
a  considerable  opium  trade  via  the  West  River  for  the  Canton 
market.  This  trade,  I  think,  may  be  estimated  at  about  8,000  piculs 
(1,064,000  lbs.),  value  about  :>6o,000/.  The  reason  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  trade,  which  is  confined  to  the  Canton  market,  is 
that  the  combined  risks  of  bad  roads,  brigands,  and  likin  are  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  heavy  charges  for  exporting  from 
Cbina  through  French  territory,  and  reimporting  into  China  via 
Hong-Kong. 

For  the  complete  development  of  the  Mengtse  trade,  a  railwaj' 
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from  Hanoi  or  Haiphong  in  the  delta  of  the  Ked  River  to  Yunnan-  railway  to 
fu,  viS,  Mengtse,  is  indispensable.  It  very  likely  would  not  pay  Yunnan, 
its  way  at  first,  but  indirectly  it  would  be  of  enormous  benefit  to 
South  Yunnan,  provided  that  the  management  was  conducted  on 
reasonable  principles.  A  complete  railway  system  for  Tonquin  has 
for  some  years  been  under  consideration,  and  surveys  and  align- 
ments have  been  made  for  an  extension  from  Laokai,  the  present 
head  of  steam  navigation  on  the  Ked  River,  to  Yunnan-fu  ;  Chinese 
official  proclamations  were  issued  in  1899  stating  that  the  line  was 
the  joint  undertaking  of  China  and  France.  The  only  natural 
difficulty  is  the  ascent  of  nearly  4,000  feet  from  the  valley  of  the 
Red  River  to  the  plateau  of  Mengtse ;  but  a  far  greater  obstacle 
is  the  strenuous,  if  covert,  opposition  of  the  officials,  gentry,  and 
literati,  which  found  expression  in  1899  in  fierce  anti-foreign  riots. 
The  routes  to  Yunnan-fu,  via  British  Burma,  may  be  briefly 
mentioned : — 

(1)  From  Mandalay  to  Kunlon  Ferry  across  the  Sal  ween  and  to  Kunlon  route 
Yunnan-fu  via  the  valley  of  the  Nam  Ting  and  Shunning- fu.     After  ^  Yunnan, 
examining  the  greater  part  of  this  route,^  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 

that  it  is  both  expensive  and  valueless,  unless  possibly  it  is  to 
be  considered  as  part  of  a  larger  scheme  for  carrying  a  line 
through  to  Ssuchuan  and  the  Yangtse.  The  country  to  the  east  of 
the  Salween  through  which  this  line  would  pass  is  exceedingly 
poor  and  difficult ;  Shunning,  which  would  be  the  first  objective, 
is  a  tumble-down  city  of  third-rate  importance. 

(2)  The   Irrawadi  route  to  Bhamo  and  thence  to  Tengyueh  Bhamo  route 
(Momein)  in  China  and  so  to  Yunnan  vi&  Tali.     A  good  part  of  to  Yunnan, 
the  country  on  the  high  road  from  Tengyueh  to  Yunnan  is  well 
populated.     Several  Chinese  officials  of  experience  have  expressed 

to  me  the  belief  that  when  this  route  is  properly  opened  the 
imports  by  it  will  equal  those  by  the  Mengtse  route.  At  present 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  latter  go  north  or  west  beyond 
Yunnan-fu.  It  is,  however,  unfortunate  that  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  staple  export  in  the  Tengyueh  district,  such  as 
tin  at  Mengtse,  which  will  enable  consumers  to  pay  for  their 
imports.  Still  the  history  of  the  Mengtse  trade  proves  that  the  Yun- 
nanese  possess  the  commercial  instincts  of  the  Chinese  race,  and 
if  the  Bhamo  Tengyueh  route  at  all  answers  to  expectations,  the 
minor  enterprise  of  a  railway  between  those  two  towns  will  be 
well  worth  considering. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Hankoxv  for  tlie  Year  1900 
By  Acting-Consul  General  E.  H.  Frasek. 

(ReoeWed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  27, 1901.) 

The  annual  review  of  the  trade  of  a  port  of  old  standing  introJuotory. 
where  the  business  of  foreign  firms  other  than  steamship  agents 
is  confined  to  a  few  articles  of  export  and  import  can  rarely  be  made 
interesting.  The  import  trade  of  Hankow,  as  of  most  other  open 
ports  in  China,  is  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Chinese  dealers, 
who  themselves  visit  Shanghai  to  obtain  their  supplies,  and  it  is 
usually  impossible  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  fluctuations  in 
the  amount  of  the  various  articles  brought  up  by  steamer.  Of 
those  imports  again  a  very  large  proportion  is  re- exported  west- 
ward by  steamer  or  goes  inland  under  transit  pass,  while  even  of 
the  remainder  much  probably  is  shipped  away  by  junk,  so  that 
even  the  local  consumption  is  uncertain.  In  the  export  table 
likewise  are  included  the  products  of  Western  China  that  pass 
out  viS,  Hankow  through  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs.  Finally 
of  the  trade  conducted  through  the  native  customs  no  statistics 
are  available,  so  that  even  comparison  of  the  Imperial  Maritime 
Customs  figures  for  several  years  supplied  no  certain  index  of 
the  course  of  trade,  since  an  increase  or  decrease  in  any  item  may 
simply  be  due  to  profit  being  found  in  recourse  to  one  customs 
rather  than  the  other. 

The  Imperial  Maritime  Customs   returns   for  1900  are  sur-  Total  trade 
prisingly  good  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Boxer  outbreak  i^"*^?!\ 
in   the   North   paralysed   trade   on  the  Yangtse  for  nearly  two  .\ii^ftiine 
months  in  the  summer,  during  which  the  native  banks  feared  to  Customs, 
advance  money.      The  figui-es  for  the   first  two  quarters  of  the 
year  equalled  those  during  the  same  period  of  the  record  year 
1899,  and  it  was  only  in  the  September  quarter  that  the  effect  of 
the  Boxer  madness  was  plain.     There  is  thus  reason  to  hope  that,  causes  of 
provided  that  the  pi-esent  high  prices  for  exports  continue,  the  decrease, 
trade  passing  through   Hankow   will   not  suffer  long   from   the 
depression   of    1900.      Want   of   cheap   transport   is    the    great 
hindrance  to  the  export  trade,  on  which  of  course  depends  the 
extension  of  the  demand  for  imports,  and  so  very  possibly  the 
want  of  water  in  the  creeks  and  streams  during  last  summer  had 
r770>  A  2 
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more  to  do  with  the  falling-off  of  exports  than  the  state  of  the 
political  atmosphere  which  so  seriously  affected  imports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  gross  trade  through  the  Imperial 
Maritime  Customs  during  the  last  three  years.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  the  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  was  reckoned 
1899  at  3s.,  and  in  1898  at  28,  lO^d,  :— 


m 


OomparatiTe  .  ^ 
tabl*. 

Imports — 

Foreign 

113'ative 
Exports — 

Native           .  •         .  • 

Total 
Re-exports — 

Foreign         • .         •  • 
Native           •  •         •  • 

Net  total  •  • 

•  • 

■  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Value. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

* 

£ 

3,027,332 
2,663,879 

4,421,950 

!             £ 
1 

>      4,469,663 
3,542,682 

5,619,509 

£ 

8,887,970 
2.738,238 

4,586,709 

10,113,161 

738,801 
1,692,725 

7,681,635 

13,631,854 

1,219,689 
2,331,906 

11,212,917 

1,067,488 
1,995,838 

10,080,309 

8,160,091 

Shipping  *. 
British. 


Kussian. 


Japanese. 


ii-erman. 


Chinese. 


The  preponderance  of  exports  over  imports,  even  disregarding 
the  transit  trade  east  and  west,  is  thus  nearly  1,000,000/.,  but  the 
imports  of  treasure  exceed  the  exports  by  800,000/. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  British  steamers  is  partly  due 
to  a  British-owned  launch  making  a  few  trips;  for  while  10 
vessels  of  4,902  tons  entered,  nine  of  177  tons  cleared  in  ballast. 
There  were  no  direct  steamers  for  London,  but  this  deficiency 
was  made  up  by  the  chartering  of  one  for  Odessa  and  two  for 
Vladivostock  with  tea,  in  consequence  of  the  vessels  of  the  Kussian 
Volunteer  Fleet  being  taken  up  by  the  Government. 

The  increase  in  tonnage  of  Eussian  stearashipping  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  this  year  the  figures  include  two  launches 
which  entered  and  cleared  in  ballast,  while  as  noted  above  the 
regular  steamers  were  elsewhere  engaged. 

The  Japanese  river  steamers  made  more  trips  to  Shanghai  and 
Ichang  than  in  1899,  and  their  wharf  being  in  the  native  town, 
they  take  some  cargo  from  their  British  competitors. 

Two  German  lines  with  a  total  of  five  steamers  are  now  running 
on  the  lower  river  and  will  soon  trade  also  to  Ichang.  They  are 
well-supported  by  German  merchants,  who  in  other  commodities 
than  tea  do  the  largest  share  of  the  foreign  export  trade.  In  spite 
of  offering  free  towage,  however,  the  new  lines  have  not  a,s  yet 
captured  much  of  the  Chinese  export  trade.  No  war  of  rates 
has  been  entered  upon,  and  there  is  even  talk  of  the  new  lines 
entering  the  Anglo-Chinese  steamer  combination.  A  German 
firm  also  ran  direct  steamers  to  and  from  Swatow  during  the 
summer. 

Tlie   enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  Chinese  steamers 
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entered  and  cleax^ed  is  due,  as  the  tonnage  shows,  to  th<i  plying  uf 
two  small  boats  between  Hankow  and  Yochow. 

The  vessel  representing  Sweden  and  Norway  has  passed  under  Other  flugt. 
the   German  flag;  one   Austrian   and   a   Belgian  vessel  brought 
materials  for  the  Lu-Han  Railway,  while  a  Danish  steamer  was 
chartered  to  take  tea  to  Europe. 

The  sailing  vessels  are  lorchas  or  chartered  junks  which  under  Sftiling 
special  pass,  convey  produce  to  river  ports.  ▼ewels. 

839  launches  of  15,531  tons  entered  and  843  of  15,642  tons  ^»^nd 
cleared  represent  trips  to  places  round  about  under  the  Inland  Waters  ^^^^K***®*^' 
Navigation  Rules.  These  Chinese  launches  carry  passengers  only, 
no  foreigner  having  yet  found  it  worth  while  to  carry  even  certifi- 
cated cargo  under  the  new  system,  probably  from  doubt  as  to  the 
treatment  of  native  crews  and  supercargoes  by  the  Pekin  autho- 
rities. In  a  country  so  well  provided  with  waterways  the 
carriage  of  passengers  alone  should  engage  a  numerous  fleet  of 
launches  when  once  the  opposition  to  the  sailing  passage-boats 
dies  down. 

Unfortunately,  the  opening  to  ti-ade  of  Yochow,  at  the  mouth  Opening  of 
of   the   Tungting  Lake,  has    had    tlie    curious  result   of    killing  ^^°^*  ^** 
the  launch   traffic    from   Hankow  into   Hunan.      The   Imperial  ^  ^  * 
Maritime  Customs  rules  that  an  inland-waters  launch  mav  not 
run  beyond  the  next  open  port.     As  Yochow  is  destitute  of  trade 
steamers  call  rarely  and  do  not  connect  with  launches  running  on 
Hunan  rivers.   The  result  is  that  passengers  from  and  to  the  interior 
often  find  themselves  stranded  in  mid-voyage,  and  accommodation 
can  be  obtained  only  at  the  city  five  miles  from  the  port. 

A  decrease  of  8 J  per  cent,  from  the   1899  total  of  foreign  Import* : 
imports  leaves   1900   still   2,000,000   taels   ahead  of  any  other  l>«CTeMe. 
year  despite  the  impediments  to  trade  noted  at  the  beginning  of  this 
report. 

The  steady  decline  in  the  importation  of  Indian  opium  con-  Opium, 
tinues :  Malwa  is  not  half  the  1895  figure  and  Patna  has  lost  one- 
third  in  the  same  period.  The  supply  of  native  opium  cannot  be 
gathered  from  the  customs  tables,  as  practically  all  the  dry  drug 
recorded  therein  is  re-exported  to  Shanghai  and  other  coast  ports, 
to  which  places  alone  it  is  cheaper  to  ship  by  that  channel. 

Cotton  goods  show  the  heaviest  decline,  American  jeans  and  Cotton  goods, 
sheetings  being   the   chief  exceptions  to  the  general  falling-off. 
Slianghai  sheetings,  which  were  first  noted  in  1900,  increased  from 
340  to  780  pieces,  and  Japanese  cotton  cloth  with  nearly  16,000 
pieces  appears  in  the  table  for  the  first  time. 

The  gross  import  of  Japanese  yarn  this  year  greatly  exceeds  Yam 
that  of  the  Indian  article,  but  171,013  cwts.  of  the  latter  were  re- 
exported to  the  west  against  40,280  cwts.  of  the  former.     The 
gi'owth  of  Japanese  competition  is  shown  in  the  following  tal»le  of 
gross  import  of  the  two  commodities  : — 
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Year. 


1894      

1895 
1896 
1897 
189S 

1900 


1 

Quantity. 

• 

Indian. 

Japanese. 

C\rU. 

Owti. 

194,787 

221 

228,342 

107 

245,368 

4,273 

203,504 

62,008 

181,668 

92,042 

277,521 

295,756 

196,671 

277,970 

Woollen 
^oods. 

Metals. 


Sundries  and 

native 

imports. 


Aniline  djes. 
I^'eedles. 


This  extraordinary  development  may  be  due  to  the  cheaper 
freight  on  the  Japanese  yarn  or  to  its  being  twisted  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  native  article.  The  supply  of  yarn  from  the 
Shanghai  Mills  fell  from  140,351  to  115,288  cwts.,  of  which  only 
6,586  cwts.  went  into  local  consumption.  The  export  of  the  pro- 
<luce  of  the  Wuchang  Mills,  likewise,  was  less  by  18,742  cwts., 
the  work  having  almost  ceased  during  the  troublous  months.  The 
values  of  the  four  kinds,  according  to  the  customs  returns,  are 
per  cwt :  Indian,  3Z.  6s.  Sd. ;  Japanese,  3/.  Is.  5rf. ;  Shanghai, 
21.  18s.  9d.',  Hankow,  21.  14s.  9d.  Japanese  yarn  is  gradually 
ousting  Indian  yarn  from  its  stronghold  won  with  much  difficulty 
in  Szechuen ;  and  Indian  yarn  may  presently  fall  to  the  position 
of  British,  only  special  counts  of  which  are  still  in  demand.  Of 
the  three  competitors  for  the  yarn  supply  of  the  west,  the  Hankow 
Mills  seem  handicapped  by  inferior  management  and  perhaps  old 
machinery,  while  the  labour  rate  and  the  price  of  cotton  kept 
down  the  Shanghai  product. 

Woollens — never  a  prosperous  branch  of  trade — fell  off  under 
every  head. 

Ironware,  unclassed,  which  rose  from  3,072/.  to  12,210/..  repre- 
sents mining  apparatus  chiefly.  Steel  and  zinc  (394  and  59  tons, 
against  144  and  32  tons)  were  for  the  use  of  the  Hanyang  and 
Arsenal  Works,  Copper  sheets,  ingots,  and  slabs  all  advanced 
considerably,  and  tin  slabs  which,  during  the  previous  five  years, 
had  steadily  decreased  from  183  to  42  tons,  rose  again  to  110  tons. 
The  demand  for  tins  arising  from  the  installation  of  oil-tanks 
will  probably  improve  this  figure.  The  decreased  export  of  tea 
is  not  reflected  in  the  import  of  lead  in  pigs,  but  possibly  the  Mint 
and  Arsenal  used  up  some  of  the  foreign  lead  and  copper.  Yunnan 
lead  was  also  imported  in  increased  quantity. 

Among  foreign  sundries  are  many  articles  that  also  figure  as 
native  imports  simply  according  as  they  are  shipped  via  Hong- 
Kong  or  native  ports.  It  is  convenient,  therefore,  to  take  to^^ether 
the  two  lists,  few  of  the  items  in  which  are  of  interest  to  any 
foreign  traders  but  the  shipping  companies. 

Aniline  dyes  rise  and  fall  in  sympathy  with  piece-goods. 
Why  the  import  of  needles  fell  from  684,000  to  478,000  mille  I 
know  not. 
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Matches,  both  European  and  Japanese,  wliich  in  1899  were  Matches, 
three  or  four  times  the  1898  import  though  still  far  short  of 
previous  years,  fell  in  1900  from  387,770  to  191,980  gross; 
Shanghai  matches,  wldch  two  years  ago  reached  147,000  gross, 
are  this  year  only  22,000  gross.  The  reason  is  doubtless  to  be 
found  in  the  success  of  the  local  factory. 

The  requirements  of  the  Lu-Han  Eailway  account  for  the  Cement, 
fluctuation  in  the  import  of  Portland  cement,  which  rose  from 
67,000   to  107,715   cwts.   last  year    and    now   stands    at    only 
87,050  cwts.,  and  also   for  the  continued  advance   in   railway  RaUway 
materials  and  the  reduction  in  value  of  locomotives  from  3,944/.  "=^»*®"*l»- 
to  909/. 

The  value  of  munitions  of  war  rose  from  25,740/.  to  32,091/.  Munitions, 
owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of  politics.     The  trifling  export  of 
munitions   does    not,  of  course,   represent  the   activity  of    the 
Hanyang  Arsenal  whence  great  quantities  of  rifles  and  ammuni-' 
tion  have  issued  for  local  use  or  transport  up  the  Han  or  by  the 
northern  road. 

The  want  of  water  prevented  Hunan  coal  from  coming  forward  ^-'^• 
in  its  usual  quantity ;  the  Hankow  winter  price  rose  from,  say, 
ISs.  to  24cS'.  per  t.on,  and  the  export  fell  from  77,198  to  51,558  tons. 
No  coal  came  from  the  north  though  Kaiping  coke  rose  from 
2,200  tons,  to  which  the  competition  of  the  cheaper  local  product 
had  reduced  it,  to  3,255  tons.  The  demand  for  foreign  coal,  chiefly 
Japanese,  was  not  alone  due  to  these  causes  but  chiefly  to  the  • 
facts  that  native  coal  is  unsuitable  for  factory  use,  that  the 
steamers  on  the  Ichang  line  get  their  bunker  coal  from  Shanghai, 
and  that  for  the  last  two  years  Japan  has  exchanged  coal  for 
iron  ore  with  the  Henyang  Works.  As  a  result  the  import  of 
foreign  coal  rose  from  18,287  to  33,777  tons,  and  the  export  of 
iron  ore  was  15,070  tons. 

Owing  to  an  alteration  in  the  rate  of  likin  at  the  end  of  Sugar. 
1898,  which  it  was  said  gave  Swatow  native  sugars  a  serious 
advantage  over  Hong-Kong,  brown  sugar  from  Hong-Kong  has 
fallen  since  1898  from  108,561  to  71,237  cwts.,  white  from 
28,189  to  14,143  cwts.,  refined  (the  demand  here  is  for  inferior 
qualities  only)  from  55,944  to  27,446  cwts.,  and  candy  from 
23,356  to  13,887  cwts.  Eepresentations  have  been  made  to  the 
provincial  authorities  who  promise  adjustment  on  the  basis  of 
comparative  local  price.  In  1899  native  sugar  profited  greatly  by 
the  change,  but  this  year  financial  difficulties  among  the  Swatow 
dealers  ascribed  to  the  northern  troubles  caused  a  heavy  decrease, 
the  figures  for  the  last  three  years  being  for  brown,  217,200, 
273,828,  and  177,678  cwts. ;  for  white,  181,399,  275,318,  and 
1:^.4,258  cwts.;  and  for  candy,  813,  2,636,  and  1,188  cwts.  The 
lekin  is  supposed  to  be  10  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and,  as  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs  transit  duty  is  only  one-fifth  of  this 
rate,  it  is  curious  that  the  treaty  privileges  should  not  counter- 
balance any  inequality  in  the  lekin  levy.  The  agents  for  Hong- 
Kong  refined  sugar  report  an  increasing  demand  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  and,  if  peace  is  restored,  anticipate  a  brisk  trade  in  1901. 
(770)  A  4 
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KeTOflene  oiL  The  consumption  of  American  oil  suflFered,  but  not  to  the 
extent  indicated  by  the  import  figures,  from  the  native  customer's 
lack  of  banking  facilities  and  the  stoppage  of  business  for  nearly 
three  months  in  conseqnence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs. 
The  cheaper  Eussian  oil,  in  spite  of  these  drawbacks,  arrived  in 
increased  quantity,  and  Sumatra  oil,  which  had  shrunk  to  274,000 
gallons,  rose  again  to  728,900.  The  Shell  Transport  and  Trading 
Company's  oil-tanks  a  short  way  below  port  limits  were  not  ready 
for  use  till  the  New  Year ;  the  facilities  now  obtained  will  pro- 
bably affect  very  seriously  both  American  and  Sumatra  kerosene 
at  this  port. 

Agood  cotton  crop  in  this  vice-royalty,  and  perhaps  a  less  demand 
for  Shanghai  cotton  to  mix  with  the  local  product  at  the  Wuchang 

B*w  eotton.  jfiHg^  accounts  for  the  startling  drop  in  the  import  of  raw  cotton 
from  8:^,078  to  11,680  cwts.,  and  the  corresponding  rise  in  the 
export  from  11,582  to  28,041  cwts. 

Tribute  rice.  The  diversion  of  the  carriage  of  tribute  rice,  owing  to  the  flight 

of  the  Chinese  Court  to  Shensi,  swells  the  native  import  total  by 
69,305/.,  the  value  of  320,855  cwts. ;  welcome  freight  for  the  river 
steamers.  After,  at  vast  cost,  the  rice  had  been  got  to  Si-ngan 
most  of  it  was,  I  am  told,  distributed  among  the  starving  inhabi- 
tants of  Shensi.     The  quality  was,  some  say,  very  inferior, 

Tmuittnde.  Of  the  six  provinces  to  which  foreign  goods  go  from  Hankow 
under  transit  pass,  Szechuen  alone  did  an  increased  business — 
108,308/.,  against  72,305/. — chiefly  due  to  more  yarn  and  kerosene 
being  sent  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  province.  Hupei  and  Hunan 
reduced  their  supplies,  especially  of  sugar  and  oils,  by  totals  of 
500,000  and  350,000  Haikwan  taels  respectively, and  the  diminished 
demand  for  yarn  in  Kueichow  is  responsible  for  a  f alling-oif  of 
72,000  taels.  That  Hunan,  harassed  by  boxers,  rebels,  and 
drought,  took  54,000/.  worth  is  as  surprising  as  the  heavy  decline 
in  the  Shensi  trade  from  106,000/.  to  69,000/.  Chinese  cotton- 
goods,  on  the  other  hand,  improved  their  position  in  Hupei, 
Hunan,  and  Szechuen,  Hankow  yam  easily  beating  Shanghai,  and 
the  total  value  going  under  pass  into  the  interior  approached 
90,000/. 

Exports:  The  value  of  local  products  sent  to  Chinese  ports  fell  off  nearly 

DaorMM.  17  per  cent.,  while  the  re-exports,  chiefly  tea  and  other  produce, 
from  Hunan  and  Western  China,  diminished  by  one-tenth.  Direct 
exports  to  foreign  countries,  that  is,  tea,  increased  about  500/., 
Eussia  and  Eussian  possessions  being  practically  the  only  destina- 
tion. Eussian  demand  also  is  responsible  for  the  57,000/.  rise  in 
the  value  of  re-exports,  that  is  Kiukiang  tea,  sent  abroad  direct. 
The  total  cessation  in  the  middle  of  the  year  of  the  North  China 
demand  for  exports  more  than  accounts  for  the  total  decline  of 
about  13  per  cent. 

Tea.  For  the  following  remarks  on  the  staple  product,  tea,  I  am 

indebted  to  a  British  firm  : — 

Supplies.  The   total  supplies  of  Hankow  teas  during  the  season  were 

698,897,  against  755.077  half  chests  in  1899,  and  the  settlements 
677,738,  against  728,680  half  chests.   From  Kiukiang  came  210,228, 
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against  217,674  half  chests  lasb  season.  Shipments  to  Shanghai  on 
native  account  amounted  to  34,686,  against  30,653  half  chests  in 
1899.  The  subjoined  table  shows  that  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Bussia  took  considerably  less  than  the  amount  required  last  year, 
while  the  figures  for  America  and  Canada  doubled  owing  to  antici- 
pated changes  in  taxation  which  were  not  fulfilled.  A  certain  ^^?^^- 
amount  of  tea  goes  vifi  the  Han  Eiver  to  Mongolia  and  Siberia ; 
in  1900  the  total  rose  from  7,300,000  to  11,860,000  lbs.,  and  the 
value  from  79,500/.  to  147,000/. :— 


Destination 

1900. 

Quantity. 
1899.                1898. 

United  Kingdom 
Bussia   .. 

Tientsin  and  North     . . 
America  and  Onnada 

Lbs. 

8.271,788 
35.447,580 

6,905,756 
10,583,182 

Lbs.                 Lbs. 

10,210,283  •       8,052,584 

25,940,112       22,874,747 

28,889,948       26.553,906 

5,264,276         4,567,062 

1897. 


Lbs. 

9,940,839 
19,610,645 
19,037,180 

5,811,527 


The  market  opened  on  May  7  by  the  settlement  of  all  the  First  crop, 
crack  chops  of  Klieemuns  on  offer  up  to  50  taels.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  crop,  on  the  whole,  was  good,  and,  perhaps  with 
the  one  exception  of  Ningchows,  every  district  was  in  demand 
right  through  the  season,  and  settlements  were  on  a  far  larger 
and  quicker  scale  than  any  previous  year.  Ningchows  were  a 
shade  inferior  to  last  season  and  Kheeniuns  a  little  better; 
Kutoans  and  Wenchows  were  poor;  Hohows  quite  up  to  the 
averaga  Hankow  teas,  as  a  whole,  were  of  goofl  average  quality, 
and  Tchangs  proved  to  be  choice  teas.  Oonfaas  were  fair  and 
Secangtams  good.  For  the  first  year  on  record  not  a  single  settle- 
ment was  made  in  Kiukiang;  last  year  quite  15,000  half-chests  of 
the  first  crop  were  bought  there. 

Second  crop  teas  began  to  arrive  on  June  14,  but  only  a  few  Second  crop. 
Ningchows  and  Kheemuns  found  buyers  at  Hankow,  there  being 
a  much  better  demand  in  Shanghai.     Hankow  teas  of  good  quality 
came  forward  to  much  the  same  amount  as  last  year  and  met  with 
a  good  demand  for  America. 

Thii*d  crop  was  very  small  owing  to  continuous  dry  weather,  Third  crop, 
and  the   difficulty  the   teamen  found  in  financing  owing  to  the    - 
political  troubles  in  the  north. 

The  first  teas  were  put  on  the  London  market  on  July  17;  Home  market, 
fine  Kheemuns  and  Ningchows  did  fairly,  medium  grades  were 
only  moderately  well  taken  but  met  with  a  fair  export  demand, 
common  teas  were  in  small  supply.  Towards  the  end  of  August 
the  market  slackened  and  has  continued  to  droop  in  consequence 
of  large  supplies  of  common  Indian  and  Ceylon  teas. 

There  was  no  direct  steamer  for  London  for  the  first  time  on  shipping, 
record  ;   the  through  rate  for  conference  steamers  vi&  Shanghai 
was  57«.  Brf.  per  ton,  against  52s.  6rf.  last  year,  but  the  "  Glen  "  and 
**  Ben  "  lines  took  655. 
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Albumen. 


Brick  tea. 
Egg  yolk. 


Beans. 


Kgret 
Feathers. 


Hides. 


Goat-skins. 


Other  skins. 


Native  cloth, 


Although  2,825  cvvts.  of  albuineu  were  e.\ported:  against 
1,785  cwts.  in  1899,  the  trade  is  in  such  an  unprofitable  state 
that  one  large  firm  has  ceased  working  and  the  others  probably 
continue  only  because  they  prefer  not  to  let  their  machinery  stand 
idle.  The  Chinese  liave  run  up  the  price  of  eggs,  and  the  home 
markets  have  full  stocks  at  lower  prices  than  albumen  can  now 
be  supplied  at.  The  foreign  firms  talked  of  combining,  but  the 
project  fell  through. 

The  heavy  decline  in  the  export  of  brick  tea  is  due  to  the 
troubles  in  the  north  of  China. 

The  export  of  egg  yolk  for  tanning  purposes  rose  from  13,788 
to  22,533  cwts.,  in  sympathy  with  that  of  albumen.  The  refusal 
of  the  Chinese  authorities  to  allow  the  import  of  fine  foreign  salt 
greatly  reduces  the  value  of  the  yolk  which  has  now  to  be  prepared 
with  common  Chinese  salt  full  of  dirt  and  impurities. 

The  partial  cessatfon  of  the  export  from  Newchwang  to 
Southern  China  probably  accounts  for  the  increased  export  from 
Hankow  of  beans  and  beancake.  Most  of  the  latter  goes  to 
Swatow  for  use  as  manure. 

If  the  fall  from  1,608  to  1,008  lbs.  in  the  amount  of  egret 
feathers  sent  abroad  indicates  a  change  of  a  cruel  fashion,  it  is 
hot  a  matter  for  regret.  The  customs  value  is  195  Haikwan  taels 
(28/.)  i)er  lb. 

Tlie  hide  trade  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  French  and  German 
houses.  The  season  lasts  from  September  to  May,  the  best  pelts 
arriving  during  the  cold  weather.  In  1899-1900  prices  rose 
steadily  till,  in  December,  they  touched  33  taels  per  picul,  a  record 
quotation  which  buyei's  must  have  found  disastrous,  for  during 
most  of  the  season  prices  in  Europe  and  America  were  below 
Hankow  quotations.  As  the  number  of  competing  firms  here 
has  doubled  within  the  last  few  years,  while  the  quantity  to  be 
dealt  in  increases  but  slowly,  commission  business  can  hardly 
cover  expenses  and  consequent  speculation  resulted  in  serious 
losses.  The  market  re-opened  in  September  to  October  at  25 
taels,  and  this  rate  was  maintained  with  slight  variations  due 
mostly  to  the  course  of  exchange  till  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
prices  mnging  only  from  7^^.  to  Sd.  per  lb.  The  troubles  of  last 
summer  neither  aliected  the  financial  arrangements  of  native 
dealers  nor  the  quantity  of  the  supply  which  may  probably  exceed 
last  season. 

After  the  bitter  experience  of  last  season,  when  prices  col- 
lapsed from  62  to  37  taels,  buyers  have  been  more  cautious  and 
the  market  opening  at  45  taels  has  slowly  fallen  to  40  taels,  most 
of  the  business  being  done  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is,  2d,  per  lb.  The 
customs  figures  show  a  decrease  from  713,927  to  665,331  pieces. 

Other  skins — cat,  hare,  racoon,  tiger,  &c., — rose  considerably, 
and  sheep-skins  (132,650)  were  more  than  three  times  the  1899 
figures.  The  value  of  fur  clothing  also  rose  from  15,040/.  to 
27,328/. 

Native  cloth  suffered  even  more  than  foreign  from  the  dis- 
turbed state  of  affairs,  falling  from  16,237  to  10,900  cwts.  in 
quantity,  and  from  81,834/.  to  50,358/.  in  value. 
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The  export  of  antimony  ore,  a  foreign  en^rprise,  increased  Ore, 
from  2,048  to  4,353  tons,  although  only  28  tons  against  80  tons  antimony, 
-came  down  under  transit  pass  from  Kueichow.     The  ore  is  partially 
treated  in  an  establishment  on  the  Wuchang  Bank  of  the  river. 

Bean,  ground  nut,  sesamum  seed,  tea,  and  wood-oil  represent  oil. 
in  value  over  12  per  cent,  of  the  exports  to  Chinese  ports. 
Although  the  customs  returns  show  a  decrease  in  wood-oil,  a  fall 
in  price  of  some  25  per  cent.,  owing  to  the  stoppage  of  shipments 
to  the  north  induced  a  brisk  trade  for  foreign  countries.  The  oil 
is  chiefly  produced  in  Ch*en-chou  in  Hunan  and  costs  there  about 
6s.  per  picul.  The  first  shipments  to  Europe  took  place  in  1897-98. 
On  account  of  its  rapid  drjdng  qualities  it  is  mixed  with  European 
varnishes ;  in  China  the  best  sort  is  used  for  varnishing  furniture, 
a  thicker  darker  kind  for  making  putty  or  chunam  and  for  caulk- 
ing and  varnishing  shop-fronts,  junks,  &c.  Exporters  here  com- 
plain of  loss  from  leakj^e  due  more  to  roughness  in  transhipping 
atid  •  bad  stowage  at  Shanghai  than  to  inferior  coopering  hera 
Sesamum  seed  oil  goes  like  tea-oil  to  south  for  native  use,  but  SetamunL 
sesamum  seed  finds  its  way  to  Europe  and  into  olive  oil.  The  •^^• 
total  export  for  1896-98  was  only  110,580  cwts.,  and  the  sudden 
rise  is  ascribed  to  the  presence  of  plague  in  India,  the  usual  source 
of  supply. 

Rice,  which  in  1899  was' sent  chiefly  to  Swatow  under  special  Bioe. 
facilities  to  the  amount  of  13,680  tons,  sank  on  the  withdrawal 
of  those  facilities  to  a  nominal  figure,  reducing  the  export  total  by 
more  than  76,000/.  A  bad  tobacco  crop  accounted  for  a  further  Tobacco,  fto. 
diminution  of  84,000/.,  and  yellow  silk  and  hemp  were  each  valued 
at  over  50,000/.  less  than  in  1899.  For  all  these  decreases  the 
long  drought  was  chiefly  responsible. 

The  extraordinary  low  Yangtse  has  facilitated  work  on  the  G^enJ. 
Russian,  French,  and  Grerman  bunds,  and  the  fiUing-in  of   the  Bunding, 
ground  thus  reclcdmed,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  Hankow's 
possessing  a  bund  over  2  miles  long  in  1902. 

The  French  and  German  Concessions  have  l)een  mostly  raised 
above  flood  level  as  have  the  roads  on  the  Russian  Concession. 
On  the  British  Concession  extension  most  of  the  Chinese  land- 
owners have  been  bought  out  by  the  Municipal  Council,  the  titles 
o5  European  owners  have  been  investigated,  and  a  beginning  made 
wich  road  construction. 

On  the  Lu-Han  Railway  the  foreign  staff*  had  to  suspend  work  Railway, 
for  over  two  months,  but  the  Chinese  contractors  continued  to 
build  the  embankment  which  has  reached  the  border  of  Hunan, 
while  the  rails  run  from  some  7  miles  to  170  odd  kiloms.  below 
Hankow.  I  believe  that  the  completion  of  the  line  in  this  province 
will  precede  farther  advance  northward. 

The  Viceroy  has  announced  that  he  will  shortly  establish  a  Proposed 
general  foreign  settlement  on  the  Wuchang  side  of  the  Yangtse  pneral 
opposite  the  Concessions,  where  foreigners  have  hitherto  found  ^J^j^^ 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  land.     Its  success  will  depend  on  the 
rules  under  which  it  is  administered,  and  it  will  not  relieve  the 
Jcerosene  oil,  lumber,  and  hide  trades  of  their  difficulty  in  finding 
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locations  now  thali  this  side  of  the  river  is  absorbed  by  a  string  of 
concessions.  Hide-drying  is  still  allowed  on  the  German  Con- 
cession and  on  the  British  Concession  extension,  but,  as  these  fill 
up  with  residences  and  offices,  the  municipalities  will  probably 
insist  on  the  nuisance  being  abated. 

The  Boxer  rising  caused  a  good  deal  of  alarm  during  the 
summer,  but,  in  spite  of  many  rumours,  the  peace  was  seriously 
threatened*  only  by  a  hare-brained  "reform"  plot  against  the 
Chinese  authorities  which  collapsed  in  August. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Hunt  for  early  access  to  the  customs 
returns  and  for  much  other  aid  and  to  several  British  merchants 
for  valuable  information. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Hankow 

during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered.' 


Sailing. 


Nationalitj. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Steam. 


Tons. 


Number 

nf 

Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


British  . 
Chinese  . 
Japanese . 
Germiin  . 
Russian  . 
Other  flags 

Total 


1899 . . 


232 

•  • 
3 


286 
251 


53,468 

451 

"746 


54,660 
62,419 


510 

567,747 

375 

231,419 

142 

111,364 

]07 

116,800 

8 

16,024 

10 

9,497 

■«  ■«  gt% 

1  f\et   osi 

1,152 
871 


510 
607 
142 
108 
8 
13 


667,747 
284,882 
111,364 
116,251 
16,024 
10,243 


1,051,851       1,388       1,106,511 
896,735  I    1,122  959,154 


Cleared. 


Nationality. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 
of 

Vessels. 


Tons 


Britiah 
Chinese  . 
Japanese . 
German  . 
Russian  . 
Other  flags 

Total 


m   • 

•  • 

•  • 

897 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  « 

» • 
3 

•  • 

901 

1899.. 

946 

110,261 

'451 

746 


111,458 
123,201 


511 

567,740 

511 

667,740 

383 

231,005 

1,280 

841,626 

140 

108,917 

140 

108,917 

108 

115,802 

109 

116,263 

8 

16,024 

8 

16,024 

12 

10,216 

16 

10,962 

1,162 

1,049,704 

2,068 

1,161,522 

862 

893,676 

1,807 

1,016,877 

HANKOW. 


13 


Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Hankow 

during  the  Yeara  1899-1900. 


ArticlM. 

1899. 

1900. 

Quantity. 

1 
1 

Value. 

£ 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  KOodB— 

£ 

Shirtings — 

Ore;,  plain       9 

Pieces 

958,999 

338,017 

716,669 

289,294 

w  niio    ff            •••        •••         ••• 

ti 

460,486 

196,147 

418,076 

170.816 

T-clotbs,  32  inchM         

II         ••• 

113,270 

22,088 

100,980 

18,768 

Drills,  American 

II         ••• 

126,170 

60,662 

114,960 

62,648 

Sheetings— 

' 

English    ...       •••       ...        •■• 

II         ••• 

90.684 

38,067 

84,729 

86,465 

American          •••        ...       ... 

1, 

32,400 

16,212 

36,795 

16,462 

Chlntsea  and  fumitores 

fi         ••• 

118.088 

33,632 

136,990 

36,940 

Cotton  lastlncrs— 

Plain  and  figured        

11         ••• 

80,811 

46,093 

67.773 

30,784 

Italians,  plain  and  figured     ... 

1,         ... 

SB  228 

62,620 

93,127 

46,563 

<k>tion  yam— 

English 

Cwts. 

13,556 

49,526 

6,915 

24,497 

Indian     ...       

ti          ••. 

*     .^8,088 

193,208 

26,179 

83,008 

Japanese...       .«.       ...       ... 

II          ••• 

266,898 

828  957 

237,683 

741,572 

Sundries,  unenumerated 

... 
••• 

•  ■  • 

72,748 
1,942,827 

... 

56,561 

Total,  cotton  goods      ... 

... 

1,602,381 

Woollen  goods— 

1 

Camlets.  EncUsh 

Pieces      ... 

18,940 

27,183 

12,790 

23,836 

ti         '•• 

»,e.78    , 

13,283 

6,042 

7,898 

Long  oils     

11         ••• 

21,206 

18,448 

15,430 

14,107 

^nish  stripes      

Cloth- 

II         ••• 

4,349 

7,287 

3,118 

4,944 

Broad,  medium 

•I         .«• 

2,567 

11,622 

2,284 

9,952 

Russian  ...        ••>        ••.        ... 

II 

2,050 

7,687 

1,421 

6,096 

Itolisn,  plain  and  figured 

II 

19,997 

21,887 

8,742 

9,424 

Woollen  yam        

Cwts. 

780 

9,825 

556 

7,466 

Sundries,  unenomerated 

•  •• 

*•• 

Cwts, 

••\ 

2,368 

119,010 

40,969 

•  •• 

4,940 

Total,  woollen  goods  ... 

•  •  • 

■  •• 

87,760 

"Opium ...       ..          %• 

492 

389 

29,139 

Metals- 

• 

Iron— 

yf  1  rC            ■••                          •••           ••• 

II 

17,199 

12,669 

15,283 

10,644 

^All*           •>«           •••           •••           ■•• 

II          ••• 

'  13,069 

6,699 

10,714 

6,287 

Lead,  in  pigs         

II          ••• 

19,266 

12,131 

21,605 

14,301 

Copper- 

ingots      ...        •«• 

II          ••' 

1,336 

4,206 

1,698 

8,806 

Slabs,  Japan      

II          ••• 

2,688 

7.302 

3,642 

8,719 

Sundries,  unenumerated 

••■ 

36,255 

•  •• 

65,630 

Total,  metals      

•  •  a 

79,162 

•  t  • 

108,888 

■Sundries— 

Dye.«,  aniline        ...       .^ 

... 

■  •• 

45,261 

•  ■• 

29,112 

Qinseng,  American,  clarified    ... 

Cwts. 

261 

25,320 

142 

i3,396 

Machinery 

•  •■ 

•  •• 

44,298 

»•• 

31,949 

Oil,  Icerosene — 

American           ...        ...        ... 

Gallons    ... 

3,S84,070 

81,422 

2,321,180 

66,889 

SuBSian   ...        •••       ••«       ... 

II         ••• 

7.138,400 

139,659 

9.804,300 

226,396 

Meeuies       ...        ...       ...        ... 

Uilie 

062,940 

22,056 

389,220 

13,069 

Bail  way  plant  and  materials    ... 

•  •• 

•  ■  ■ 

52,299 

*•• 

50,180 

Sandalwood          

CwU. 

18,267    , 

29,921 

16,021 

22,646 

Seaweed,  Japan 

»» 

198,810    ! 

62,875 

150,307 

44,874 

Sugar- 

Brown      ...        ...        ...        ... 

•J           ••• 

86.210 

89,106 

71,237 

81,633 

Keflned    ...        ...       ...       ... 

>i 

60,439    ' 

60,923 

27,461 

26,028 

Candy      ...        ...         ..        ... 

II 

25,138    ; 

27,494 

13,879 

14,881 

Sundries,  unenumerated 

••• 

••• 
••• 

.••          < 

437,438 

•  I  • 

429,988 

Total,  sundriea 

... 

1,068,066 

•  •* 

996,761 

„    foreign  imports  ... 

... 

8,250,024 

•  •« 

2.820,482 

„    natlTe        „ 

••• 

... 

1,210,776 

•  ■• 

742,900 

„    Import  trade 

.  i  ( 

4,460,800 

••• 

3,563,882 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Hankow  during  the- 

Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 

1899. 

19(X). 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cwts. 

£ 

€wts. 

£ 

Cotton  yarn,  Haukow     .. 

49,002 

134,Z2d 

80,260 

82,793^ 

y,         Shanghai    .. 

11.5,499 

8.31,007 

108,700 

329,686 

Beans,  yellow 

962,050 

189,288 

1,330,450 

239,481 

Hemp                   . .          . .         .  • 

180,275 

164,384 

173,213 

134,071 

Hides,  cow  and  buffalo  . . 

171,898 

885,240 

170,379 

347,714 

Medicines.. 

192,193 

172,295 

174,712 

155,860 

Musk         

81 

113,664 

22 

78,862 

Nutgalls    .. 

49,486 

111,299 

48,854 

107,875 

Oil,  wood  . . 

420,886 

503,800 

898,061 

366,621 

Opium,  native  Ssuohtten 

12,915 

517,461 

1,027.044 

382,063 

„            Tiinnan  .. 

8,091 

143,218 

556,152 

243,16a 

Seed,  sesamum     • . 

419,558 

178,153 

503,936 

183,232 

Silk,  raw,  yellow  . . 

14,592 

399,418 

10,339 

252,712 

Tallow,  vegetable 

158,188 

154,496 

139,557 

119,035 

Tea,  black 

621,615 

1,901,902 

657,308 

1,485,669 

„    brick,  black.. 

285,931 

267,512 

193,235 

208,701 

„         „      green 

215,412 

217,135 

66,451 

63,793 

Tobacco,  prepared 

94,929 

168,342 

66,737 

120,808 

Wai,  white 

19,886 

133,802 

18,272 

98,086 

Sundries,  unenumerated. . 

■  • 

1,764,211 

•  • 

1,583,932 

Total  exports 

•  • 

7,951,416 

. 

6,682,047 

Foreign  goods  re-exported  . . 

•  • 

1,219,640 

.  • 

1,067,488 

Total  export  trade  . . 

•  • 

9,171,056 

■  • 
1 

7,649,536 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  into  Hankow  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


• 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

-    . ..      _  — 

- 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

£                 £ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom.. 

225,066 

•  a 

. . 

China        

8,247,802     5,702,406 

7,946,276 

6,511,470 

Russia 

678,266        867,934 

46 

•  • 

Japan 

12,218          10,923 

19,786 

28,762^ 

Continent    of    Europe    (Russia 

excepted) 

6,704 

. . 

41,529 

67,208 

Hong-Kong          ..         ..         .. 

828 

766 

4,709 

14,978 

India,     Persia,     Aden,    Egypt, 

Turkey  in  Asia,  and  Algiers  . . 

191 

19 

•  • 

•  • 

United  States 

•  • 

• . 

•  • 

• 

8,662 

Total 

9,171,065 

6,582,047 

8,012,845 

6,666,065 
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R^trenee  to  premous  Beport,  Annual  Series  No.  2430. 


Beport  an  the  Trade  of  Shashihfor  the  Year  1900 
By  ]^  Consul  Holland. 

(ReoeiTad  at  Foreign  Office,  Kaj  18, 1901.) 

The  value  of  the  Haikuan  tael  for  1900  has  heen  taken  at  Sxcbange. 
Ss.  l^d,,  the  same  as  for  Ichaug. 

The  total  trade  of   Shashih  for  1900  amounted  to  85,583/.,  Value  of 
against  37,599/,  in  1899,  being  an  increase  of  47,984i  ^»de. 

This  increase  was  chiefly  in  imports,  which  amounted  to  60,421/.,  Imporu. 
or  more  than  three  times  their  value  in  1899. 

Cotton  piece-goods  rose  from  1,525/.  to  6,517/.,  or  an  increase  Cotton 
of  nearly  5,000/.  pieoe-good-. 

The   increase  in   cotton  yam   was  chiefly   in  the  Japanese  Cotton  jam. 
article,  which  rose  from  6,009/.  in  1899  to  27,490/.  in  1900. 

The  import  of  American  kerosene  rose  from  1,180  to  41,560  Keroaene  oiL 
gallons,  and  of  Bussian  oil  from  2,000  to  18,500  gallons. 

The  same  encouraging  result  is  seen  in  the  exports,  which  rose  Exporta. 
from  20,395/.  in  1899  to  25,162/.  in  1900. 

Of  these,  the  only  falling-off  was  in  vegetable  tallow,  due,  I  Vegetable 
am  told,  to  the  exceedingly  dry  season.     This  fell  from  3,098/.  to  **^'^' 
2,401/. 

On  the  other  hand,  Nankeen  cloth  rose  from  the  small  amount  Nankeen 
of  199/.  to  2,157/.,  and  nutgalls  nearly  doubled,  being  2,563/.,  cloth, 
against  1,290/.  ^"*K^ 

Altogether  it  would  appear  as  if  the  steady  improvement  in  l*K»pecta  of 
the  trade  of  Shashih  will  yet  justify  its  having  been  opened  as  a  *'*^®- 
treaty  port. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Acting-Commissioner 
Roberts  for  access  to  the  customs  returns. 
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Table  I,— Retubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Shashih  during 

the  Year  1900. 


Entered  and  Cleared. 


r      i» 


•  ^^ 


Nationalitj. 


British    .  • 

Japanese 

Gf'erman  . .  . .         . . 

Chinese  . . 

Total   .. 
„     18d9     . : 


Steam. 


Number  of 
Yesaels. 


Tons. 


99,071 

60,900 

358 

66,680 


226,909 
229,250 


Table  II.- 


-Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to    Shashih 
during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


nmciMJ 

1899. 

'       1900. 

Qoantitj. 

Valae. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Shlrtlngf— 

t 

Grey,  plain ... 

••• 

•  ■• 

Pieces      ... 

2,7IS 

956 

7,280 

8,197 

White,  plain 

••• 

•  •• 

»i          ••• 

1,880 

669 

7,478 

8,819 

Cotton— 

Lastingi),  plain  and  flgared 

11          ••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

1J88 

686 

Italians 

•  •• 

»» 

•  •• 

•  •• 

3,081 

1,646 

Vhknatl 

•«• 

.,          ... 

100 

40 

1^020 

497 

Tarn,  Japanese 

•  •■ 

Lbs. 

211.861 

6,0b0 

908,243 

27,490 

D^es,  aniline  ... 
ftn8„paper    ... 
Oil,  Icerosene— 

■  •  • 

*  •« 

••• 

69 

t** 

258 

•  •■ 

Pieces 

61,670 

280 

90.790 

628 

1 

American    ... 

•  •• 

Galloai    ... 

1,180 

26 

41,660 

1,168 

Russian 

•  •• 

ft         ••• 

2.000 

84 

18,500 

462 

ffeaweed 

•  •• 

UbB, 

126,930 

872 

298,826 

844 

Snirar— 

1 

White 

•«• 

,,           ... 

242,127 

1,695 

886,657 

2,088 

Beflnai 

•*• 

II           ••• 

97,864 

1,910 

258,998 

2,886 

Table  IIL — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Shashih 


during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Country. 

1899. 

Quantity. 

libs. 
3,099 
65,865 
68,998 
380,123       , 

13,732       1 

1 

Value. 

1J900. 

Quantity.           Valiie. 

doth,  Nankeens 

Nutgallfl 

Silk,  raw,  yellow 

Tallow,  vegetable 

Walnuts 

£ 

200 

1,291 

11,383 

2,994 

93 

Lbs. 

56,531 
128,663 

68,664 
318,258 
133,729 

£ 

2,261 

2,563 

14,402 

2,401 

934 

1 

(75    6|01— H&S 

797) 

:  ■/ 


No.  2619  Annnal  Series. 


DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS. 


CHINA. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1900 


ON    THE 


TBADE     OF     ICHANG. 


RBPERBNCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  2429. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  His  Majesty ^ 

JUNE,  1901. 


LONDON: 

PMNTED  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY'S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS.  ST.  MARTIN'S  LANE, 

PBIKTRRS  IN  ORDINABY  TO  HKR  LATE  MAJESTY. 

And  to  Ik?  pi;rcha»etl,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 

BYRE  &  SrOTTISVVOODE,  Kast  IIauding  Stukkt,  Fleet  Street,  E.O., 

aiiJ  '6'2,  Ai'.iNcs'ON  Stui.kt,  Wkstminstkr,  S.W. ; 

or  (n.W  Kll  &  r.OYD,  Kdinhi'koii; 

or  E.  PUNSONUV,  IIG.  Gijakton  Stkkkt,  Dublin. 

190L 
[Cd.  429—77.]  Price  One  Halfpenny, 


CONTENTS. 

¥— 

•  Page 

Sxchange 3 

Commercial  results  of  peace  in  the  Yangtze  Valley r 8 

Value  of  trade 3 

Shipping 4 

Wreck  of  "Sui  Hsiang  " 4 

Chartered  junks .'....  4 

Foreign  imports 4 

Cotton  yams  « 4 

Cotton  piece-goods , 4 

Woollens 6 

Sondries 6 

Kerosene  oil    ^ 6 

Exports  and  re-exports 6 

Baw  cotton 6 

Bristles 5 

Sheep's  wool •. 5 

Prospects  of  trade 5 

Tables  I  to  IH  7 


No.  2619.  Annual  Series. 

Beference  to  previous  Beport,  Annual  Series  No.  2429. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Ichangfor  the  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul  Holland. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  May  13, 1901.) 

The  average  value  of  the   Halkuan  tael  has  been  taken  at  Excbaoge. 
38.  lid,  that  of  1899  being  3s. 

In  spite  of  the  extraordinary  state  of  things  that  prevailed  at  Peace  in  the 
the  capital  of  China  during  the  summer,  when  the  representatives  Yangtze 
of  the  European   Powers  were  fighting  for  their  lives,  it    is  acommerdrf 
typical  instance  of  the  apathetic   disregard  of  one-half  of    this  results, 
unwieldy  great  country  for  what  may  be  happening  in  the  other 
half  that  the  trade  of  this  district  should  be  the  second  largest  on 
record.     It  is  true  that  for  the  comparatively  peaceful  state  of  things 
which  rendered  such  a  trade  possible  we  have  largely  to  thank 
the  two  chief  Viceroys  in  the  Yangtze  Valley,  Liu  Kun-yi  and 
Chang  Chih-tung,  who  proved  themselves  friends  in  need  at  a  very 
critical  time. 

The  total  trade  of  Ichang  for  1900  was  3,592,082/.  against  Value  of 
4,674,949/.  in  1899.  While  the  latter  year  stands  far  and  away  *"*<*•• 
at  the  head  of  all  previous  records,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  under 
ordinary  circumstances  the  trade  of  last  year  might  have  equalled 
if  not  surpassed  it ;  and,  moreover,  it  has  to  be  remembered  that 
the  exceptionally  large  trade  of  1899  was  due  to  a  reaction  after 
the  Yii  Man-tzu  rebellion.  Never  before  1899  has  such  a  total 
as  3,000,000/.  been  reached,  and  that  the  trade  should  amount  to 
over  3,500,000/.  during  such  a  disturbed  year  as  1900  speaks 
volumes  for  the  possibilities  of  its  development  if  only  given  a 
fair  chance.  That  the  theory  I  have  for  years  maintained  regarding 
the  possibilities  of  trade  in  Western  China  is  not  unreasonably 
optimistic  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  illustrating  the  advance 
of  the  trade  during  the  last  10  years  in  spite  of  famines,  rebellions, 
and  other  drawbacks.  I  give  the  figures  in  Haikuan  taels,  as 
there  is  no  annual  variation  in  exchange  to  mislead  calculation,  ds 
would  be  the  case  if  sterling  values  were  given : — 
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ICHANG. 


Year. 


Tahie  of  Trade. 


Currency. 


1891 6,838,538 

1892 10,389,433 

1893 t  8,299,034 

1894 10,691,544 

1895 13,373,812 

1896 15,089,604 

1897 18,750,433 

1898 16,089,058 

1899 31,166.326 

1900 23,143,617 


Sterling. 


1,025,778 
1,558,413 
1,244,853 
1,603,731 
2,006,070 
2,263,440 
2,812,563 
2,413,356 
4,674,948 
3,741,540 


Shipping. 


Wreck  of  ihe 
u. "  Sui 
Hnang." 


Chartered 
junks. 


Foreign 
importB. 


Cotton  jams. 


Cotton 
piece-goods. 

Chinese  grey 
shirtings. 


The  total  tonnage  of  steamers  entering  and  clearing  at  Ichang 
during  1900  was  231,000,  against  229,662  in  1899.  This  increase 
was  due  to  the  Japanese  steamer  which  was  added  to  the  line, 
and  to  the  one  German  steamer,  the  ill-fated  "  Sui  Hsiang,"  destined 
to  develop  the  steam  navigation  of  the  Upper  Yangtze,  but  which 
was  totally  wrecked  about  five  hours  after  leaving  Ichang  on 
December  27,  by  striking  on  a  submerged  rock  near  the  Kung 
Ling  rapid,  just  before  the  second  or  Niu  Kan  Gorge.  Thanks  to 
the  splended  service  rendered  by  four  of  the  native  life-boats  (or 
red-boats  as  they  are  usually  called  from  the  colour  they  are 
painted),  which  are  maintained  on  the  Yangtze  for  saving  life  &om 
wrecks,  none  of  the  20  or  more  foreign  passengers  were  lost,  but 
the  captain,  a  German,  was  unfortunately  drowned,  having 
heroically  given  up  his  life-belt  to  someone  else.  Several  of  the 
Chinese  crew  were  also  drowned.  This  deplorable  catastrophe 
has  thrown  a  damper  for  the  time  on  enterprises  of  the  kind,  but 
it  is  at  the  same  time  recognised  by  experts  that  the  "  Sui  Hsiang  " 
made  the  attempt  at  perhaps  the  worst  time  of  year  possible,  the 
water  being  so  low,  and  she  would  probably  have  been  successful 
if  she  had  tried  a  month  or  two  later.  The  vexed  question  of 
steam  navigation  on  the  Upper  Yangtze  has  only  been  postponed 
for  a  time  by  this  regrettable  disaster. 

The  chartered  junks  fell  off  from  6,273  tons  in  1899,  to  5,139  in 
1900,  the  larger  proportion  of  this  decrease  being  in  junks  chartered 
by  the  China  Merchants*  (native)  Company,  who  mistrusted  the 
political  situation. 

Foreign  imports  fell  off  by  640,047/.,  being  1,706,558/.,  against 
2,346,605/.  in  1899.  The  decrease  was  almost  entirely  in  cotton 
yam  and  piec^-goods. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  while  English  and  Indian  cotton  yams 
fell  off,  the  latter  from  47,000,000  to  29,500,000  lbs.,  Japanese 
yam  increased  from  5,000,000  to  over  5,500,000  lbs. 

In  cotton  piece-goods  everything  fell  off  with  the  exception 
of  dyed  and  figured  shirtings. 

The  remarkable  falling-off  of  Chinese  grey  shirtings  from  3,660 
piecesSii*  1899,  to  only  62  pieces  in  1900,  would  seem  to  show 
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that  the  steam  mills  that  turn  out  this  cloth  must  improve  their 
work  considerably  before  they  can  hope  to  compete  with  the 
foreign  article,  I  hear  that  the  Chinese  made  stuff  is  not  at  all 
approved  of  on  the  Chungking  market. 

Woollens  fell  from  45,774/.  to  28,164/.,  the  only  article  that  Wodlent. 
inereased  being  Eussian  cloth,  the  import  of  which  improved  by 
150  pieces. 

Aniline  dyes   fell   from   27,062/.   to    22,908/.,  but  with  the  Sundries, 
exception  of  1899  the  latter  import  is  the  largest  on  record. 

The  import  of  American  kerosene  was  more  than  double  that  KerotenemL 
of  1899,  and  far  ahead  of  any  previous  record.  This  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  energetic  pushing  of  the  Standard  Oil  Comptiny,  a 
wealthy  syndicate  which  has  purchased  land  and  erected  a  new 
godown  here,  and  sends  its  foreign  representative  away  into 
Western  China  to  push  its  business.  Eussian  oil  is  also  on  the 
market,  but  to  an  insignificant  extent  as  compared  with  American, 
though  it  is  slightly  cheaper. 

While  the  total  exports  and  re-exports  were  less  than  in  1891)  Exports  and 
by  400,342/.,   the   actual  exports  of   local  origin  improved   bv  '•e-expopte. 
1«;243/. 

The  export  of  276,126  lbs.  of  raw. cotton  in  1900,  agaiubl  Raw  cotton 
5,002,274  lbs.  in  1899,  would  seem  to  show  a  very  large  falling-off, 
but  I  am  told  the  export  was  much  about  the  same,  but  the  cotton 
was  taken  up  last  year  in  likin  junks  becausfe  it  was  cheaper  than 
passing  it  through  the  Foreign  Customs,  in  '^i^hose  returns  it  there- 
fore does  not  appear. 

Among  the  exports,  bristles  and  sheep's  wool  were  prominent,  B^tles. 
the  former  exceeding  1899  by    over   8,000/.,  and  the  latter  by 
11,000/. 

The  demand  for  sheep's  wool  is  increasing  in  Shanghai,  and  S^««P*»  ^«>l. 
the  market  price  iiaproving,  hence  the  larger  export. 

As  before  stated,  the  general   trade  of   the  year    was   most  ^]^^P®<^**  <>^ 
encouraging,  and  if  the  political  situation  this  year  will  only  give       *' 
commerce  a  fair  chance,  there  is  no  reason  why  1901  should  not 
prove  the  highest  on  record. 

German  enterprise  received  a  serious  check  in  the  loss  of  the 
"  Sui  Hsiang,"  which  cost  40,000/.,  but  she  was  insured,  and  it  is 
not  probable  that  such  energetic  business  men  as  our  Grerman 
rivals  have  for  years  past  proved  themselves  to  be  will  be  deterred  by 
this  first  failure  from  making  another  attempt.  The  Japanese  will 
probably  follow  suit,  and  it  behoves  British  enterprise  to  be  up 
and  doing  if  we  are  not  to  be  left  behind. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Acting-Commissioner 
Maze  for  access  to  the  customs  returns. 
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Table  L — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ichang  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Flag. 

Number 

of 
YesseLf. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Sritish               •  • 
Jftpanese,. 
Cmooan  .. 
Chinese  .. 

558 

•  • 

1,999 

17,606 

•  • 

68,069 

67 

80 

1 

59 

60,170 

81,500 

358 

83,472 

625 
80 

1 
2,058 

67.775 

81,500 

858 

96,541 

Total 

2,257* 
8,161 

80,674 
113,570 

157 
161 

115,500 
114,831 

2,714 

4,822 

1 

196,174 
228,401 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total 

Flag. 

dumber 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

1 

Sritisli    •  • 
Japanese.. 
Qernian  .  • 
Chinese   .. 

1,145 

•  • 

1,487 

36,649 
46,997 

67 
80 

1 
59 

50,170 

81,600 

858 

88,472 

1,212 
80 

1 
1,496 

86,819 

81,500 

858 

79,469 

Total 

„      1899 .  • 

2,582« 
3,112 

82,646 
111,579 

157 
161 

115,500 
114,881 

2,789 
8,278 

198,146 
226,410 

*  Chartered  junks. 
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Table  II. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Ichang 

during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


A           *-  9  ^%  ^  ^ 

1899. 

1900. 

Aiticlei. 

Quanuty. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  good*— 

M 

£ 

ShiitlnRt— 

Or«T,  plain     

vT  01(9    •••              •••              •••              ••• 

Pieces     ... 

649,872 

268,198 

888,887 

162,968 

II          ••• 

92,620 

66,612 

49,921 

80,992 

Dyed  and  figured     

II          ••• 

1,106 

643 

6,866 

3.165 

Chinese  grey 

II          •** 

3,660 

1,647 

62 

34 

T-oloths 

II          ••• 

S.690 

2,384 

2,490 

966 

Drills— 

SngUsh  and  Bombay 

II          ••• 

S.0S6 

1,821 

600 

373 

American       

.1 

9,486 

6,661 

2,966 

1,834 

Sheetings,  BngUsh  and  Bemhay 

•1          ••• 

67,110 

80,199 

87,990 

17,689 

Chintses,  furnitures,  itc 

II          •  • 

87,816 

18,998 

17,988 

6,980 

Turkey>red        

II          "\ 

17,679 

6.274 

16,727 

4,881 

Cotton  lastings 

II          ••• 

82,626 

66,772 

78.088 

64,604 

It          ••• 

100,614 

82,924    1 

80,863 

69,02« 

Japanese  cotton  cloth 

II          ••• 

996 

76 

2,614 

621 

Cotton  Tarn- 
English          

Lbs. 

78,800 

2,680 

6.000 

20 

Indian ..         

II           •*• 

47,076,900 

1,429.962 

29,613.896 

927,619 

Japanese        

Chinese*        ...        

•I           ••• 

II          ••• 

6,016,067 
21,868,888 

141,048 
614,626 

6,638,661 
17.794,088 

161. lb i 
617,84i 

Woollens— 

Camleu,  English         

Heoet     ... 

2,747 

6,866 

2,280 

4,600 

ts&tiagB •       

fi          ••• 

8,866 

6,607 

2,499 

8,684 

Long  ells... 

•1          ••• 

9,866 

8,429 

7,276 

6,776 

Spanish  stripes  ... 

II          ••• 

4,116 

7,407 

1.428 

2,660 

Cloth- 

Broad,  medium,  and  habH 

II          ••* 

848 

3.287 

697 

2,813 

Russian 

II          ••• 

681 

2,271 

780 

2,906 

II          ••• 

18,419 

18,617 

4,277 

4,726 

Sondriee— 

Aniline  dyes     ... 

... 

•  •• 

27,062 

.M 

22.906 

Ginseng.  American     

OU- 
Kerosene,  American^. 

Lba. 

88,999 

32,960 

68,798 

64,767 

Qallons    ... 

182,820 

2,741 

284,840 

6,807 

,.        Bussian 

II                ••• 

••• 

«•• 

9,300 

486 

Silk  and  cotton  ribbona 

see 

•  •• 

8,083 

•  •• 

10,146 

Lead,  TUnnan  .»       

Lbs. 

1,017,600 

9.006 

663,060 

6,170 

*  Hade  by  Chinese  steam  cotton  miUs. 


Table  III. — Rktorn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  and 
Ke-Export  from  Ichang  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


i 

1899. 

1900. 

Articles. 



1 

• 

Lbs. 

t 

Quantity. 
817,179 

Value. 
17,726 

,    Quantity. 

VaJue. 

Bristles 

• ••              ••• 

•    1.266.101 

26,874 

Cotton,  raw... 

•••              •■• 

II 

6,002,274 

73,160 

276.126 

3,867 

Hemp 

••*              ••• 

•1 

...' 

2,181,200 

19,631 

814,880 

2,931 

Hides 

•*•              ••• 

II 

1,443,297 

82.476 

748,647 

21,787 

Medicines   ... 

«••              ••• 

Value 

... 

112,766 

•  •• 

84,489 

Musk 

•••              ••« 

Lbs. 

1 
...  1 

3,627 

99,187 

I          2,666 

n,648 

Opium,  native 
Bhubarb     ... 

•••              ••• 

II 

t 

1,972,800 

600,888 

1,696,824 

668,100 

■••              ••• 

11 

1,102,400 

31,006 

1,093,172 

27,616 

Sfllc— 

1 

Bav 

•••              •■• 

•1 

...j 

868,800 

203,603 

629,863 

181,097 

Cocoons,  reftise 

•••              «•• 

II 

... 

922,267 

24,627 

!    1,146.838 

88.293 

Piece-goods  and  pongees 

II 

•  •■  1 

60,800 

26.426 

1         66,331 

36,13/ 

Wax.  white ... 
Wool,  sheep*s 

e««               ••• 

II 

1 

2,822,667 

224.718 

1,366,166 

88,991 

•••               ••• 

II 

.... 

878,400 

9.882 

1.781,688 

20.740 
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By  Mr.  Consul  Scott. 

(BeoeiTod  at  Foreign  Office,  Ifay  13,  1901.) 


In  a  review  of  the  trade  of  Swatow  it  is  essential  to  a  true 
estimate  of  the  progress  and  development  of  the  port  to  compare 
the  returns  and  their  values  in  the  local  silver  currency.  All 
imports  and  exports,  as  also  all  dues  and  duties,  are  calculated  by 
the  Maritime  Customs  controlling  the  treaty  ports  in  Haikwan 
taels,  an  artificial  and  fictitious  method  of  reckoning,  and  intended 
solely  to  enable  the  Chinese  Government  to  levy  the  tariff  dues  in 
pure  silver.  This  "  tael "  is  not  a  coin  at  all,  but  is  merely  a 
quantity  of  silver  unalloyed,  weighing  1^  ozs.  (avoir.).  Its  sterling 
exchange  has  year  by  year  been  fluctuating  and  falling.  In  1890 
the  "  Haikwan  tael "  stood  at  5a.,  but  in  1900  the  value  of  silver 
had  so  depreciated  that  the  same  "  tael "  weight  would  only  realise 
some  Zs. 

In  1890  the  total  net  trade  of  Swatow  amounted  to  24,935,095 
Haikwan  taels,  whereas  in  1900  the  value  of  goods  passing  through 
the  customs  reached  no  less  than  44,030,704  Haikwan  taels,  an 
increase  approximating  some  80  per  cent.  But  expressed  in 
sterling  the  total  for  1890  comes  to  some  6,300,000/.,  while  in 
1900  the  figures  work  out  to  6,800,000/.  odd,  making  the  increase 
appear  as  only  some  8  per  cent,  instead  of  80  per  cent. 

Duiing  the  past  decade  the  gross  annual  trade,  including 
re-exports,  shows  year  by  year : — 


Local 

ourrenoj,  in 
silver. 


In  Haikwan 
taelf. 


TnMle. 
Increase. 


Percentage, 
80. 


Total  valudi* 
of  trade, 
annual)  ▼. 


Year. 


Value. 


CUirroncy. 


Sterling. 


Average  Bate 
of  Exchange. 


!  Haikwan  toeh. 

1890   . 

24,935,095 

1891 

26,898,988 

1892 

24,305,175 

1893   . 

24,538,711   j 

1894 

26,336,741 

1896   . 

.  i    27,231,034 

1896 

27,632,036 

1897   . 

.  1    28,832,133 

1898   . 

35,930,384 

1899   . 

. ;    45,696,865 

1900 

4^080,734 

6,363.630 
6,379,768 
5,291,410 
4,831, 07() 
4,183,6bJ> 
4,453,383 
4,588,672 
4,324,819 
6,16^,995 
6,854,529 
6,833,996 
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9.    d. 
5     li 
4  10 
4     4i 
3  iU 
3     2k 
3     8i 
8     4 
3     0 

2  lOi 

3  0 
3     U 


8WAT0W. 


Importo, 

expcrtf, 

re-ezportf. 


From  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  trade  of  the  port  of 
Swatow  in  1900  is  the  second  highest  on  record,  being  surpassed 
only  by  the  trade  of  the  year  1899.  This  result  is  eminently 
satisfactory  in  view  of  the  adverse  circumstances  and  conditions 
under  which  trade  generally  has  been  conducted  in  the  East 
during  1900.  Grave  political  troubles  in  China,  banks  curtailing 
facilities  and  calling  in  their  advances,  the  abnormal  high  price  of 
cotton,  and  the  renewed  vagaries  of  sterling  exchange  have  all 
combined  to  hamper  and  disorganise  legitimate  business.  Tet,  in 
spite  of  these  various  drawbacks,  one  of  which  alone  is  more  than 
sufficient  to  upset  all  calculations  and  plans,  merchants  in  Swatow, 
both  native  and  foreign,  unite  in  acknowledging  that  their  opera- 
tions in  1900  have  proved  fairly  remunerative,  and  that  the  year 
closed  with  a  ready  settlement  of  accounts  by  Chinese  dealers  and 
shippers. 

The  total  trade  of  Swatow  during  the  past  three  yeara,  divided 
into  imports,  exports  and  re-exports,  shows : — 


Yalae. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Imports  ••         

JB^xports . . 

Be-espoiif        

£ 
3,866,475 
1,719,963 
78,567 

£ 

4,648,671 

2,124,111 

81,747 

£ 
4,793,842 
1^918,040 
122,114 

Total 

5,164,995 

6,854,629 

6,888,99d 

Imports. 

For«ign  and 

native 

imports. 


Chief  foreign 
imports. 


According  to  the  customs  returns,  the  imports  during  1900 
cover  1,973,383/.  worth  of  foreign  goods  and  2,820,459/.  worth  of 
Chinese  native  produce.  These  latter  are  drawn  chiefly  from  the 
Yangtze  Valley  and  the  Northern  Provinces.  Of  the  foreign 
imports  only  a  small  fraction,  estimated  at  upwards  of  100,000/.^ 
reaches  Swatow  direct  under  through  bills  of  ladii^,  and  comes 
principally  from  the  Straits,  Odessa^  Japan,  Formosa,  Cochin- 
China,  Siam  and  Java.  Apai't  from  this  small  fraction,  nearly  all 
goods  of  foreign  manufacture  reach  Swatow  after  transhipment 
at  Hong-Kong,  the  great  distributing  centre  for  the  South  of 
China. 

The  principal  articles  of  foreign  origin  imported  during  the 
past  two  years  are  'r^ 


BWATOW. 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods 

Opium  ■ . . 

Tin  in  slabs        . .         . . 

Kerosene  oil 

Bioe        

Flour 

Fish        


Value. 


1899. 


£ 

780,652 

407.207 

49,892 

100,885 

98,378 

51,631 

42,893 


1900. 


£ 

631,648 

5ti5,666 

89,680 

108.993 

28,384 

60,764 

49,000 


Under  cotton  goods  shirtings  show  a  considerable  decrease,  but  SWrtings. 
in  the  circumstances  this  was  not  unexpected.  In  1898  and  1899 
the  import  of  piece-goods  had  been  abnormally  large,  and  at  the 
close  of  1899  dealers  found  themselves  with-  heavy  stocks  on  their 
hands  unsold.  Further,  the  phenomenal  rise  in  the  price  of  cotton 
in  1900  enhanced  values  and  operated  against  cheap  purchases  and 
increased  import.  But  while  operating  £ts  a  drawback  on  the  one 
hand,  this  increased  value  helped  merchants  to  realise  handsomely 
on  their  old  and  surplus  stocks  lying  in  their  godowns  at  the 
beginning  of  1900. 

Concurrently  with  the  enhanced  value  in  the  cost  price  of  raw  Yam. 
cotton,  yarn  has  fallen  considerably  in  the  quantity  imported. 
The  Indian  product  continues  to  monopolise  the  market.     The 
import  of  yarn  for  the  past  three  years  is : — 


Quantitj. 

1898. 

1899. 

1 

1900. 

British 

Indian 

Japanese           

Cwts. 
38,678 
188,883 
6,835 

'          Cwts. 
86,626 
167,860 
4,314 

Cwts. 
26,686 
181,895 
1,458 

Total 

229,846 

208,789 

158,884 

Under  metals  the  import  consists  chiefly  of  old  iron,  tin  slabs  Metals, 
and  lead,  divided  as  follows : — 


Quitntity. 

1899. 

1900. 

Old  iron  . . 

Tin  in  slabs 

Lead       ..         ••         •• 

Cwts. 

47,790 
9.840 
2,78:) 

Cwts.       • 
40,344 
1*,248 
3,534 
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Bwatow 

pewter 

aitidefl. 


Kerosene. 


American, 

Buflflian, 

fiumatn. 


The  large  import  of  lead  is  interesting  in  connection  with  the 
manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  pewter  articles  so  much  affected  by 
Chinese  in  their  religious  requirements.  Swatow  is  famous  in  this 
respect,  and  the  native  artificers  have  attained  a  degree  of  profi- 
ciency unsurpassed  by  the  skilled  mechanic  of  Canton.  Sacrificial 
and  domestic  utensils  are  turned  out  in  large  quantities  and 
exported  from  Swatow  all  over  China  and  abroad,  wherever 
Chinese  congregate  and  trade. 

The  total  import  of  kerosene  oil  in  1900  is  somewhat  less  than 
in  1899.  But  the  one  striking  feature  in  the  returns  is  the 
continued  development  in  the  import  of  the  Sumatra  product — to 
the  gradual  exclusion  of  both  American  and  Kussian  oil — the 
increase  showing  some  50  per  cent. 

The  Chinese  have  taken  to  the  Sumatra  oil  solely  on  grounds 
of  economy  in  cost  price.  As  an  illuminant,  this  oil  does  not 
compare  with  either  the  American  or  Kussian  product.  Apart 
from  other  considerations,  the  important  question  of  freight  is  in 
favour  of  the  Dutch  article;  Sumatra  is  only  seven  days  from 
Swatow  for  any  ordinary  steamer. 

The  following  table  shows  the  import  for  the  past  thiee 
years : — 


Quantity* 

■ 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

American          •  • 
Roflflian . . 
Sumatra.  • 

j          Cwtfl. 
. .  1          286,090 
..        1,820,000 
. .  j       1,897,465 

Cwtfl. 

735,970 
2,843,565 
1,465,610 

Cwtfl. 

380,000 
1,537,504 
2,883,764 

Totol 

3,503,555 

5,045,145 

4,801,268 

Oil  tankfl. 


Matches,  aU 
Japanese. 


All  American  oil  arrives  already  packed  in  tins,  but  for  Russian 
and  Sumatra  oil  large  tanks  and  tinning  works  have  been  erected 
in  Swatow,  and  are  now  in  full  and  successful  operation.  The 
machinery  is  of  the  simplest  constmction,  worked  by  hand  and 
automatically ;  it  has  been  especially  adapted  for  Chinese  coolie 
labour,  where  all  that  is  required  is  to  jump  on  a  lever  or  turn  a 
screw.  The  day's  work  proceeds  quietly  and  smoothly  with  a 
clock-like  precision ;  can  after  can  is  turned  out  and  filled  with  oil, 
always  finding  an  open  market  and  ready  sale. 

As  might  be  expected  in  connection  with  this  oil-tank  installa- 
tion, the  import  of  tin-plates  has  largely  increased  and  has  risen 
from  93  cwts.,  valued  at  44/.,  in  1894  to  13,760  cwts.,  valued  at 
8,288/.,  in  1900. 

1^0  less  than  739,100  gross  of  matches  were  imported  during 
1900,  and  all  from  Japan.  The  continued  development  of  this 
trade  calls  for  special  comment.  The  quantity  of  matches 
imported  has  more  than  doubled  since  1891,  when  only  some 
360,000  gross  were  parsed  through  the  customs. 
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In  former  years  British-made  matches  were  found  everywhere  nou©  EDglUh. 
along  the  coast.  Then  came  the  Swedish  match  to  command  the 
market,  but  in  its  turn  it  is  now  supplanted  entirely  by  the 
Japanese-made  product  What  the  Chinese  insist  on  having 
is  a  cheap  article,  a  box  containing  countless  matches,  the  wood 
of  each  somewhat  thinner  than  an  average  toothpick.  A  native 
coolie,  earning  a  wage  of  some  6</.  per  day,  cannot  rise  to  a  log  of 
wood  (comparatively  speaking)  like  Bryant  and  May's  manufac- 
ture, which,  in  Japanese  hands  and  manipulation,  would  be  cut 
up  into  at  least  four  good  serviceable  matches.  At  the  same 
time  the  item  of  freight  operates  against  the  European-made 
article.  The  Japanese  Government  grants  heavy  subsidies  to  its 
mercantile  marine,  and  goods  from  Japan  can  be  laid  down  in 
China  at  a  mere  fraction  of  the  rates  payable  from  Europe  or 
America. 

To  meet  the  deficiencies  in  their  local  crops,  the  Chinese  Foodituib 
import  a  large  quantity  of  foodstufis,  rice  from  Bangkok  and '"'P®'**^' 
Saigon,  flour  from  America,  and  fish  from  the  Straits  Settlements 
and  Hong-Kong.  The  total  value  under  this  head  amounted  in 
1900  to  no  less  than  138,138/.,  and  to  190,292/.  in  1899.  The 
fact  is  the  Chinese  farmer  devotes  the  most  of  his  land  and  Jiis 
energies  to  raising  sugar-cane,  a  crop  which  commands  an  imme- 
diate market  and  satisfactory  returns.  Apart  from  the  supplies 
of  foreign  grain  and  rice,  there  is  a  large  import  every  year  into 
Swatow  of  Chinese  rice  and  wheat  from  Wuhu  and  Chiukiang ; 
the  value  in  1899  amounted  to  932,232/.,  and  to  931,000/.  in 
1900. 

Among  imports  beans  and  l^eancake  are  essential  to  the  trade  Beans  and 
of   Swatow,  both  for  farmer,  merchant,  and  shipowner.     Every  ^<^"ca^®- 
spring  a  fleet  of   steamers  makes   its  way    to  Newchwang   and 
Chefoo,  and   engages  in  the  carrying  trade.     During  the  season  Ships  earn 
upwards  of  1,000,000  bags  of  beans  and  nearly  3,000,000  piculs  K^od  freight, 
of  beancake  are  brought  down  for  Swatow.     British  vessels  are  in 
possession  of  this  coEist  trade  and  command  remunerative  returns. 
In  the  past  two  years  freights  have  ruled  high,  and  the  steamship 
companies  interested  in   the  business   have  every  reason   to  be 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  their  operations ;  good  dividends  were 
earned  and  declared. 

To  the  Swatow  farmer  the  supply  of  cheap  beancake  is  of  Farmers 
the  first  importance.  With  no  system  of^ rotation  in  the  culti-  ?^\*j"  ^^^^ 
vation  of  his  land,  and  raising  crop  after  crop  of  sugar-cane  on 
the  same  fields,  the  soil  soon  becomes  exhausted  and  artificial 
manures  necessary.  In  this  connection  beancake  has  been  found 
to  meet  the  farmer's  requirements  and  the  nature  of  the  soil ; 
it  is  an  excellent  fertiliser,  besides  being  both  cheap  and 
plentiful. 

To  the  merchant  the  bean  and  beancake  trade  plays  a  useful  Merchants 
part  in   assisting  liim  to   finance  through  Slianghai  his  various  ^^^p^'^  ^-^^'^ 
transactions  with  Newchwang,  Tientsin,  and  Chefoo,  just  as  sugar  '^'^^^*^"^®"- 
covers  his  dealings  in  rice  and  grain  from  the   Yangtze  Valley. 
Between  imports  and  exports  the  balance  of  tlie  coast  trade  is 
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against  Swatow,  genei*ally  to  the  extent  of  500,000/.,  but  last  year 
the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  rose  to  fully  1,500,000/. 

Locally,  the  import  of  beans  furnishes  a  new  industry  to 
Swatow  in  exti'acting  and  manufacturing  bean  oil.  In  addition 
to  ordinary  hand-presses  there  are  now  steam  mills  in  full  opera- 
tion, with  the  result  that,  after  satisfying  the  heavy  local  demands, 
43,250  cwts.  were  shipped  to  Hong-Kong,  valued  at  48,276/., 
which  in  1900  reached  59,868  cwts.  valued  at  73,569/. 

The  opium  returns  during  the  past  10  years  are  interesting, 
and  year  byyear  until  recently  the  amount  imported  would  appear  to 
be'  decreasing.  Not  that  the  Chinese  have  ceased  using  the  drug, 
opium-smoking  is  just  as  common  as  ever  among  all  classes  of  the 
people,  but  the  high  price  of  the  pure  Indian  manufacture  compels 
the  native  to  resort  to  the  cheaper  products  of  local  growth. 
Under  present  conditions  the  trade  is  only  being  displaced,  and 
whatever  it  lost  to  the  Indian  ryot  is  gained  by  his  Chinese  com- 
petitor. At  the  same  time  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Chinese  in 
Yunnan  and  Szechuan  have  succeeded  in  placing  on  the  market 
opium  of  a  quality  which  bids  fair  in  time  to  oust  the  foreign 
import  from  the  China  market. 

The  total  amount  of  opium  in  1900  falls  below  the  import  of 
1899  by  some  350  chests,  but  it  compares  favourably  with  the 
returns  during  the  preceding  yeara,  though  largely  under  that  of 
1891 — a  record  year,  however,  in  the  history  oif  the  trade  of  the 
port. 

Total  imports        According  to  the  customs  returns  the  total  import  of  opium 

of  opium.       foj.  ^he  past  10  years  is :— 


Year. 

Quantitj. 

• 

Cwts. 

1891 

9,412 

1892 

8,507 

1893 

7,689 

1894 

6,177 

1895 

4,905 

1896 

4,456 

1897 

5,033 

1898 

6,013 

1899 

6,667 

1900 

6,249 

Local  natiye 
opium. 


Malwa  and  Patna  3{)ium  are  most  affected  by  smokers,  Malwa 
generally  in  preference;  but  in  several  years  when  this  drug 
commanded  a  higher  price  than  ordinary,  smokers  took  to  Patna. 
Of  Benares*  manufacture  the  annual  import  ranges  from  400  to 
500  chests.  The  only  other  foreign  opium  passing  through  the 
customs  is  Persian,  but  the  amount  from  year  to  year  is  subject 
to  extreme  fluctuations ;  in  1892  as  many  as  273  chests  were 
imported,  in  1900  only  11  chests  entered  Swatow. 

As  regards  the  production  of  native  opium,  beyond  occasional 
lipids,  no  systematic  cultivation  of  the  poppy  plant  is  carried  on 
in  Swatow  and  surrounding  districts.     But  towards  the  north  in 
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the  hilly  country  adjoining  the  Fokien  province,  Chinese  farmers 
find  such  a  crop  profitable,  year  by  year  shifting  their  fields  so 
as  to  avoid  notice  and  attention  from  their  officials.  At  most 
local  production  does  not  exceed  a  few  hundred  chests  annually. 
But  all  this  local  production  goes  to  adulterate  the  Indian  drug, 
after  the  latter  has  passed  up  country  into  the  hands  of  the  native 
dealers  none  is  exported. 

The  native  opium  which  commands  the  market  all  over  the  S»foli««i 
South  of  China  is  grown  in  Szechuan.     After  manufacture  it  is  ^P^'""* 
brought  down  in  junks  to  Hankow,  and  from  that  centre  per- 
colates down  the  Yangtze  Valley  and   all   through   the  inland 
provinces.     The  amount  reaching  Swatow  has  been  estimated  at 
some  2,000  chests,  and  formerly  arrived  through  the  interior  by 
long  stages  over  land  and  water.     Eecently,  however,  the  native 
dealers  find  the  facilities  and  security  aflforded  by  steam  naviga- 
tion from  Hankow  and  Shanghai  to  their  advantage,  and  last  year  ?iS^*u£JS"* 
no  less  than  1,129  chests  of  native  opium,  Szechuan  and  Yunnan,   ' 
were  passed  through  the  customs  against  some  624  in  1899  and 
488  in  1898.     The  retail  price  of  prepared  opium  in  the  public 
smoking  divans  averages  1  oz.  of  native  opium  equal  Is.,  and  1  oz. 
of  Indian  opium  equal  2s. 

In   1900   the  exports  from   Swatow   amounted  in  value  to  Bipoft^ 
1,918,040/.,  against  2,124,111/.  in  1899.     Divided  between  foreign  ^J^**?^ 
and  Chinese  ports  the  returns  show : — 


• 

Value. 

£ 

To  foreign  countries — 

Straits  Settlements. . 

• . 

•  • 

198,888 

Siam.  • 

.  • 

. . 

99,607 

Cocbin-Ohina 

. . 

. . 

93,684 

Formosa 

.  • 

•  • 

82,184 

Java . . 

.  • 

. « 

5,126 

Hong-Kong     (for    Europe, 

India, 

aDd 

United  States,  &c.) 
Tolal. . 

.  f 
•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

839,076 

763,654 

„     18W 
To  Chinese  ports— 

• . 

t  • 

• « 

638,279 

North  China 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

164,310 

Yangtze  ports 

•  • 

•  • 

.  • 

390,976 

Shanghai 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

569,366 

South  China 

Tota 

•  • 
>  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

24,734 

1,149,386 

„    1899 

*  • 

t « 

•  • 

1,485,882 

Among  the  articles  proceeding  to  foreign  countries  the  great  Exports  for 
bulk  is  shipped  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Chinese  emigrants  Chinese  use 
who  have  settled  in  the  Straits,  in  America,  and  in  Houg-Kong.  ^^^^' 
These  articles  are  : — 
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Chief  foreign 
exporto. 


Chief  natire 
exporto. 


Articles. 


Value. 


1899. 


Bean  oil  . . 
Paper 
Fruit 

Fire-crackerg      , 
Chinese  clothing 
Chinaware 
Nankeens 
Q-rass  cloth 


£ 
48,276 
126,875 
48,045 
7,033 
20,875 
15,928 
18,616 
15.303 


1900. 


£ 
78,569 
171,871 
61,770 
7,984 
20,934 
18,840 
21,270 
14,629 


As  regards  foreign  exports  proper,  it  has  been  estimated  that 
only  some  half-dozen  articles  can  legitimately  be  claimed  as 
destined  for  foreign  use  by  Europeans.  They  are  feathers,  hair, 
hemp,  sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  with  a  few  sundries,  amounting  in  all  to 
some  300,00OZ.  At  the  same  time  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
many  articles  are  shipped  to  Hong-Kong  for  the  sake  of  the  ready 
market  there  offered  for  goods  eventually  destined  for  foreign  use 
and  manufacture. 

Eegarding  the  trade  with  other  Chinese  ports  the  principal 
products  are : — 


Value. 


Articles. 


NatiTe  cloth 
Grass  cloth 
Oranges  .. 
Joss-paper,  &c. 
Sugar 
Tobaeco  .. 
Indigo     . . 


1899. 

1900. 

!     £ 

£ 

110,421 

79,156 

1     48,834 

41,806 

14,604 

16,901 

26,286 

31,681 

1,125,971 

843,755 

105,788 

74,258 

18,960 

14,006 

Sugar  chief 
export. 

Deoreaae. 


Natire  oloth. 


These  articles  fairly  represent  the  trade  products  of  Swatow 
and  surrounding  districts. 

Sugar  is  the  chief  staple,  and,  including  the  quantity  sent 
abroad,  figures  for  no  less  than  1,125,971/.  in  1899.  In  1900  the 
amount  exported  shows  a  large  decrease  and  only  reaches  a  total 
of  843,755/.  This  decrease  is  entirely  due  to  the  sudden  closing 
of  the  markets  in  the  North  of  China,  consequent  on  the  political 
disturbances.  Tientsin,  Chefoo,  and  Newchwang  are  three  im- 
portant centres,  drawing  their  supplies  from  Swatow,  visL 
Shanghai. 

Native  cloth  made  from  Bombay  and  other  yarns  imported, 
commands  a  ready  sale  among  Chinese.  It  is  strong  and  tough ; 
and  it  is  specially  suited  for  rough  wear  and  usage  by  native 
labourers — Whence   the  demand.     In  the  year  under  review,  the 
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enhanced  price  of  cotton  and  yarn  curtailed  the  output  of  the 
various  native  hand-looms,  with  a  consequent  decrease  in  the 
export.  Nearly  every  article  of  trade  with  the  various  ports  of 
Cluna  shows  a  decrease.  This  is  not  surprising  under  the  circum- 
stances; the  loss  amounts  to  some  330,100/.  in  value,  but  is 
compensated  for  by  a  gain  of  over  130,000/.  in  increased  exports 
to  foreign  countries. 

The  feature  of  the  year  under  review  is  the  decrease  in  tonnage  Shlppiiig^ 
and  numbers  of  vessels  of  all  nationalities  visiting  this  port,  except  Bri*W^ 
Japanese.    There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  ^•"^'••■•' 
vessels  under  the  Japanese  flag;   and  this  result  is  due  to  the 
policy  of  the  Japanese  in  developing  their  new  colony  of  Formosa, 
so  as  to  throw  the  entire  carrying  trade  into  Japanese  bottoms. 
For    this  purpose  the   Osaka  Steamship   Company  receives  an 
annual  subsidy  of    23,000/.   to   run  a  regular    mail    line   from 
Formosa  to  Hong-Kong,  calling  at  the  coast  ports  of  Foochow, 
Amoy,  and  Swatow  eu  route.     The  gain  in  Japanese  shipping 
has  been  at  the  expense  of  British  vessels  and  amounts  to  some 
132   steamers  entered  and  cleared.      German,  as  also  Swedish,  OermBn 
shipping  shows  a  small  decrease,  but  this  is  due  to  the  practical  *^•<''«•■•• 
stoppage  of  coolie  emigration  to  Bangkok  during  the  prevalence 
of  bubonic  plague  in  Swatow. 

The  carrying  trade  of  the  port  may  be  roughly  divided  as  Di^inon  of 
follows: — Local  coast  trade  to  and  from  Shanghai  and  Hankow,  J*^"* 
British,  German,  and  Chinese.  Beans  and  beancake  from  the 
North  of  China,  British.  Rice  and  grain  from  Yangtze  ports, 
British.  Coolie  emigration  to  the  Straits  Settlements,  British. 
Coast  trade  to  Foochow,  Formosa,  and  Hong-Kong,  British  and 
Japanese.     Bangkok,  German.     Deli,  &c.,  German. 

No  sailing  vessels  now  appear  in  the  customs  returns  for  No  sailing 
Swatow.     Some  years  ago  tlie  beancake  and  bean  carrying  trade  ■^*P** 
from  Chefoo  and  Newchwang  was  entirely  monopolised  by  German 
and  Norwegian  sailing  sliips.      But  their  place  has  been  taken 
by  British  steamers,  which  with  their  large  carrying  capacity  and 
low  coal  consumption  can  be  worked  very  economically. 

Notwithstanding  the  outbreak  of  bubonic  plague  near  Swatow,  Bmigmtion. 
which  led  to  qufirantine  restrictions  on  vessels  arriving  at  Singa-  Increaae. 
pore,  Bangkok,  &c.,  the  total  number  of  passengers  to  and  from 
Swatow  remains  at  much  about  the  average  of  past  years.  Under 
the  circumstances  this  result  may  be  considered  highly  satisfactory. 
To  the  steamers  engaged  in  this  carrying  business,  the  returns 
have  proved  profitable,  and  larger  and  faster  vessels  are  being  put 
on  the  line  to  the  Straits  Settlements. 

With  Bangkok,  in  Siam,  the  coolie  carrying  trade  is  entirely  To  Bangkok, 
in  Grernian  hands ;  the  vessels  of  the  well-known  Scottish  Oriental 
Company  were  last  year  sold  and  transferred  to  the  Nord  Deutscher 
Lloyd. 

With  Deli,  in  Sumatra,  emigration  continues  under  the  German  To  Oeli. 
flag,  and  is  conducted  by  the  Deli  Planters'  Association  under 
inspection  of  the  Netherlands  Government. 

Of  returning  emigrants,  the  bulk  find  their  way  back  from 


12 


8WAT0W. 


Singapore  in  the  large  mail  steamers  and  other  vesseLs  proceeding 
to  Hong-Kong,  and  from  there  they  find  their  own  way  to  their 
native  homes  in  Swatow  in  the  local  coasting  vessels.  These  men 
are,  in  this  instance,  free  passengers — not  emigrant  coolies  under 
contract^  as  when  first  leaving  Swatow. 
Wo  So  far,  no  complaints  have  been  made  of  any  irregularities  in 

•^f"^te»d**  connection  with  the  engc^ing  and  carrying  of  emigrant  cooliea. 
And  this  satisfactory  result  is  due  to  the  care  and  protection  of 
the  Singapore  Government  in  the  Straits;  and  of  the  Dutch 
authorities  in  Sumatra,  where  all  coolies  under  labour  contracts 
are  carefully  recorded  and  their  welfare  medically  supervised 

The  inland  steam  navigation  in  the  foreign  trade  of  China 
continues  to  develop.  During  the  year  six  steam  launches  under 
the  Chinese  flag,  and  six  launches  under  the  British  flag,  have 
been  running  successfully  between  Swatow  and  various  surround- 
ing centres  of  trade  and  population.  The  returns  for  the  three 
years  since  the  opening  of  the  inland  navigation  are : — 


Inland  steam 

n»Ti«ation. 

Steam-lAiuioh 

tTMb. 


Year. 


Number  of 
Trips. 


1898 
1899 
1900 


1,840 
6,714 
4,675 


Quantity 
Cleared. 


Tods. 

32,706 
188,902 
188,082 


Works 
smooihly. 


Dvawbaok, 


A  larger  and  better  class  of  launches  is  now  employed,  and 
though  fewer  trips  have  been  made,  the  increase  in  tonnage  makes 
due  compensation.  Passengers  are  principally  carried,  but  small 
quantities  of  goods  are  also  taken,  and  the  daily  service  to  and 
from  the  interior  and  coast  works  quietly  and  smoothly,  free  from 
any  interference  or  obstruction  at  the  hands  of  likin  and  other 
native  officials. 

The  one  drawback  to  any  further  expansion  in  this  new  trade 
low  water  in  jg  ^he  lowness  of  water  in  the  creeks  leading  to  Chao-chow-fu, 
^"^   *  which  is  the  great  centre  of  distribution  for  goods  going  inland, 

some  30  miles  up  from  Swatow.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
employ  a  shallow  draught  stem-wheeler,  but  so  far  expectations 
have  not  been  realised,  especially  during  the  winter  months,  when 
the  connecting  creeks  are  at  their  lowest — seldom  over  6  inches 
in  some  parts.  It  was  too  much  to  hope  for  any  action  by  the 
Chinese  authorities  in  trying  to  facilitate  navigation  by  the 
expenditure  of  a  few  thousand  pounds  in  dredging  and  opening 
up  their  waterways.  An  official  cannot  look  forward  to  more 
than  a  three  years'  tenure  of  his  post,  and  during  that  time  his 
one  consideration  and  object  is,  not  to  improve  trade  and  traffic 
or  advance  agriculture,  but  to  collect  and  extract  every  cash  he 
can  from  people  and  merchants  in  order  to  recoup  his  outlay  in 
purchasing  his  appointment,  and  help  him  to  oil  the  wheels  of 
further  promotion,  dependent  on  the  good  grace  and  favour  of  his 
provincial  superiors. 


SWATOW. 
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Bktobn  of  Prmoipal  Arti<de8  of  Import  into  Swatow  during  the 

Yeare  1899-1900. 


laM. 

1900. 

ArttolM. 

Quantity. 

Yalnt. 

<|nantit7a 

Yalneu 

PoNlgncoodt— 

« 

« 

Ofinm— 

Iblwa     

... 

Lbs.         ... 

ai8,600 

230,144 

327,330 

279^868 

B«iMrM 

••• 

tf           ••• 

297,S20 

186,251 

963,600 

196.686 

M« 

It          ••• 

126,160 

76,072 

117,490 

8a>f96 

PWlittB     •••         •*• 

•  »• 

II           ••• 

4,aio 

2,740 

1,460 

1,198 

740,490 

497,207 

699,880 

OollOBCOOdft— 

aiilftlnm,  gmr  ,^ 

•  •• 

Pieoes     ... 

117,794 

46,6U 

91,989 

39,000 

••• 

„         — 

ail,811 

144,960 

217,066 

116,696 

„        djed,  Ac 

... 

II         ••• 

13,996 

7,053 

13,157 

7k470 

THdotlii  •.« 

▼am  . 

.*» 

•t         ♦•• 

44,686 

12,766 

28,665 

8»664 

xsni— 

••a 

Cwta.      ... 

M,62A 

94,683 

25,636 

74»260 

Indian     

... 

II          ••• 

167,850 

42%262 

.  131,895 

346,668 

Jftp«n«se 

•»• 

If          ••• 

4,314 

11.661 

1,453 

4,172 

MltoellaiiMni 

... 

... 
... 

... 

... 

M« 

GaUooi   ^ 

•  •• 

32,443 

.  .  a 

32,836 

••• 

780,652 

... 

681,648 

Woollen  goodi 

■  •• 

25,809 

■•« 

2g»227 

Motala        

••« 

78,160 

•  •• 

1S2,S»1 

(HLkflioMao- 
Amorican...       ... 

785,970 

16,605 

380,000 

9,685 

RoMlaa 

•*« 

If        ••• 

2,843,566 

66,137 

1,537,600 

37,260 

•Somatra 

•*• 

fi        ••• 

1,465,610 

28,143 

2,883,764 

6^068 

«  •  • 

100,885 

•#• 

106,958 

8a]idrlc»— 

Blebo  do  mar    ... 

••• 

Cwts. 

3,647 

7,497 

2,994 

7,264 

Goal 

••. 

Tons 

67,163 

63,427 

56,697 

47,680 

Cotton,  raw 

... 

Cwts. 

18,046 

33,268 

4,903 

9,905 

Hah        

... 

»i          ••• 

86,420 

42,893 

67t700 

s.« 

jFioQir       •*•       *•• 

M. 

... 

•  >  • 

51,631 

•  «« 

Ginaeng 

■  ■• 

Lbs. 

45,183 

17.807 

50,533 

21,307 

'  Lsatber 

•  ■  • 

•  •• 

«  •• 

7,065 

•  ■• 

7,561 

MatPtiOM  •••       .M 

... 

Gross 

762,483 

30,570 

743,300 

31,435 

Medleloet**.       .•• 

... 

•  a. 

•  «• 

10,287 

•  •• 

15,570 

nioa         •••       •.. 

*•• 

Tons 

14,869 

96,378 

4,444 

28,384 

MiaooUaneooa    ... 

... 

••• 

•  •• 

164,917 

•  *• 

£16,474 

••■ 

514,630 

•  •* 

495,341 

Chrand  total... 

1 

•  •• 

1,997.242 

■  •• 

1,541,065 

HatiTe  good*— 

Boancako    

•  •e 

Cwts. 

30,934 

685,866 

33,217 

845,000 

Beans         .••       ..• 

•  •• 

12,455,540 

380,913 

1,152,662 

388,625 

Cloth,  nattye,  Ae. ... 

•  •■ 

8,221 

18,414 

5,346 

37,131 

Cotton,  raw 

«•• 

6,031 

11,086 

12,194 

23,740 

Flib,  salted 

... 

22,957 

12,833 

15,400 

10,615 

Fnngns       ...       ... 

a.. 

*'SI 

15,558 

6,411 

20,101 

Groondnuts,  Ac.  ... 

... 

49,050 

16,560 

68.414 

26,575 

Hemp          ..«       ... 

1 

86,914 

118,548 

68.914 

97,781 

Medidnet 

•  a. 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

20,805 

•  •• 

24,210 

OiL  bean,  Ae. 
Oplnm,  Kiangsn   ... 

••* 

Cwts. 

^^ 

7,515 

12,000 

16,155 

••* 

Lbs. 

779 

3,636 

... 

... 

„      Saochnan ... 

... 

ff          ••• 

75,348 

34,557 

145,833 

72,461 

„       Tonnan    ... 

... 

„          *•• 

7,616 

3,568 

17.066 

8,285 

Bloe  •••       —•       ••• 

••• 

Tons 

147,515 

932,232 

139,880 

931,000 

flamsba       

... 

Cwts.      ... 

44,410 

38,904 

27,430 

26,655 

Seed,  seeamam,  Ae. 

... 

II          •^ 

84,453 

19,530 

44,734 

26,861 

auk  pieooitoods    ... 

... 

•  M 

... 

75,783 

... 

73,764 

Tea,  hUcHC 

... 

Lbs.         .M 

6,624 

19,557 

7,856 

26,863 

Vennloelll 

... 

Cwts.      ... 

29,333 

-.'5,836 

24,677 

21.675 

Wax,  white 

••■ 

If          ••• 

1.U5 

11,007 

390 

3,501 

Wheat        •••       ••• 

... 

If          ••• 

197,242 

69,406 

281,091 

81»466 

Hisoenaneous 

... 

... 

ff          ••• 

••• 

>•• 

110,815 

•  •■ 

85,565 

Total 

••• 

2,651,429 

■  •■ 

2,840,775 
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KKTURbf  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Swatow  during 

,the  Tears  1899-1900. 


Arfcioles* 


To  foreign  oountries — 
Beans 
Ohinaware 
Olothing 
Feathers 
Fire-craokers 
Fish.. 
Fruifc 

Grass  oloth 
Hair. . 
Hemp 
Medicines 
Nankeens 
Oil,  bean,  kc 
Paper 

Pronsions,  &c. 
Bamshu 
Sugar 
Tea,  black 
Tobacco 
Vermicelli 
Miscellaneous     un 
enumerated 


Total    ., 

To  Chinese  ports — 
Bags,  gunny 
Cloth,  nankeens 
Flour,  potato 
Gtbbs  cloth . . 
Tndigo,  liquid 
Oranges 
Paper 

Sugar,  brown 
„      white 
Tobaooo 
MiscellMieous 

Total   .. 


Cwts. 


Cwts 

Cwts 

• « 
Cwts 

•  • 
Cwts. 

»t 

n 
ft 
f* 


Pieces 
Cwts. 


» 

i> 
If 
>» 
)f 
ti 
♦I 


1899. 


Quantity. 


41,755 
121,042 


2,250 

48,264 

3,980 

43,250 

116,009 

11,503 
61,150  I 
10,580 
8,298 
19,489 


1,785,987 

16.610 

1,700 

4,462 

58,214 

72,240 

12,688 

1,163,846 

920,000 

28,428 


11,295 
15,928 
20,875 

4,885 

7,038 
10,273 
48,045 
15,308 

4,965 
82,970 
20,658 
18,616 
48,276 
126,375 
88.127 

7,648 
27,102 
29,460 
31,782 

7,743 

110,920 


688,279 


9,177 

110,421 

6,885 

48,834 

18,960 

14,604 

26,286 

600,169 

625,802 

105,733 

18,961 

1,485,832 


1900. 


Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

76,696 

24,860 

126,776 

18,840 

•  • 

20,934 

•  • 

5,590 

•  • 

7,984 

12,255 

•  • 

51,770 

2,806 

14,529 

.  • 

6,221 

25,656 

18,088 

•  • 

18,108 

4,572 

21,270 

59,868 

78,569 

144,671 

171,871 

•  • 

45,070 

12,668 

7,487 

88,792 

39,480 

11,146 

82,557 

8,000 

81,811 

19,532 

8,088 

•  • 

143,882 

768,654 


1,997,999 

12,367 

12,367 

79,156 

22,850 

6,891 

3,600 

41,806 

40,080 

14,006 

82,571 

16,901 

15,814 

31,631 

918,661 

412,655 

619,889 

481,100 

20,200 

74,258 

•  • 

28,615 

• . 

1,149,386 

8WAT0W. 
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Rbtusn  of  aU  Shipping  at  the  Fort  of  Swatow  during  the 

Tears  1899-1900. 


18 

99« 

Tons. 

1900. 

Kaiionaliftj. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

Ansnoan         •  •         •  • 

Gennan 

Swedish     and      Kor- 
wagian                     •  • 
Belgian 
Japanese 
Ohinese 

Dutch 

Austro-Hungarian 

1,746 

4 
170 

60 

4 

198 

72 

•  • 

•  • 

1,820,201 

8,548 

160,682 

40,268 

4,848 

172,612 

64,762 

•  • 

•  • 

1,601 

6 

144 

30 

810 

28 

6 

2 

1,688,018 

5,628 

141,146 

26,864 

288,724 

26,166 

8,610 

2,006 

Total     .. 

2,243 

2,266,228 

2,127 

2,186,564 

Emigration  Beturn. 


Arriyals. 

Departures. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

Coast  ports 
Hong-Kong 
Bangkok 
Saigon   .. 

Straits 

Sumatra 

8,481 
61,971 

8,848 

.. 

226 
687 

4,860 
54,440 
10,052 

•  • 

669 

4,822 
21,719 
16,678 

5,868 
40,420 

8,699 

8,981 
16,629 
20,681 

4,962 
34,776 

8,916 

Total 

80,107 

70,011 

98,201 

89,794 
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Report  on  the  TVade  of  Ningpo  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mb.  Consul  Wilkinson. 

(Beccired  at  Foreign  OiEce,  May  16,  1901.) 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  Ningpo  for  1900  was  15,414,191  Total  tnd«. 
Haikwau  taels  (2,312,128/.  135.);  the  net  value,  15,227,380 
Haikwan  taeJs  (2,284,107/.).  This  latter  sum  is,  curiously  enough, 
almost  idcaiticid  with  the  average  net  value  for  the  past  10  years 
(1891-1900),  15,236,652  Haikwan  taels  (2,285,497/.  16s.),  but 
with  the  exceptions  of  1898  and  1894,  when  the  corresponding 
figures  were  14,418,534  Haikwan  taels  (2,162,780/.  Is.)  and 
14,599,757  Haikwan  taels  (2,189,963/.  lis.)  respectively,  it  is  the 
lowest  recorded  since  1892. 

The  reason,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
general  dislocation  of  trade  brought  about  by  the  "  Boxer "  dis- 
turbances in  North  China.  Thanks  to  the  enlightenment  of  the 
local  autliorities  and  their  energy  in  suppressing  the  beginnings 
of  disorder  no  anti-foreign  outbreak  occurred  in  Ningpo  Prefec- 
ture. On  the  other  hand,  in  the  western  portions  of  the  province, 
most  of  which  still  draw  supplies  from  this  port,  serious  riots  took 
place,  more  particularly  in  the  Shaohsing  and  Ch'ii-chou  Pre- 
fectures. The  uneasiness  felt  by  the  foreigners  at  Shanghai  previous 
to  the  landing  of  the  Britisli  troops  communicated  itself  to  their 
Chinese  fellow  resideiits,  many  of  whom  are  natives  of  Ningpo. 
These  last  flocked  back  to  their  homes  in  such  nmubers  that  the 
daily  steamers  from  Shanghai  arrived  at  that  time — the  latter  end 
of  June  and  the  first  half  of  July — crowded  to  the  danger  point, 
and  extra  boats  had  to  be  put  temporarily  on  the  line.  During 
this  three  weeks*  scare  close  on  30,000  passengers  were  thus  con- 
veyed, the  normal  traffic  being  some  7,000.  These  people  passed 
for  the  most  part  into  the  interior,  spreading  exaggerated  reports 
of  events  in  the  north  of  China  and  increasing  everywhere  the 
cost  of  food  and  conveyance. 

A  somewhat  similar  commotion  was  created  in  August  by 
news  of  the  relief  e.xpedition  to  Peking,  but  the  consequences  to 
trade  were  not  so  grave.  Later  on  confidence  was  gradually 
restored,  and  a  great  number  of  the  Ningpo  men  returned  to 
Shanghai,  but  mischief  had  meanwhile  been  done,  and  the  effect 
of  the  excellent  harvests  of  the  year  was  largely  counteracted. 
(803)  A  2 


4  NINGPO. 

An  efifect,  and  a  not  inconsiderable  one,  was  produced  by  those 
harvests  on  the  trade ;  exports  of  local  origin  advanced  by  631,645 
Haikwan  taels  (97,379/.),  owing  to  the  abundant  supply  of  raw 
cotton,  while  the  import  of  rice  in  1899,  50,260  taels  (7,748/.), 
and  in  1898,  139.994  taels  (21,582/.),  fell  to  3,537  taels  (545/,). 
The  very  heavy  decrease  of  1,606,666  taels  (247,694/.)  in  foreign 
imports  would  not,  however,  have  taken  place,  there  would  on  the 
contrary  have  been  a  marked  increase,  had  the  political  outlook 
been  less  unsettled. 

ImporU.  The  total  net  value  of  imports,  foreign  and  native,  for  1900 

was  10,281,384  taels  (1,585,130/.).  The  average  for  the  four 
preceding  years,  that  is  since  the  opening  of  HaDgchow,  was 
11,109,581  taels  (1,712,727/.),  the  figure  for  last  year— 11,948,911 
taels  (1,792,336/.  135.) — being  the  highest  on  record.  It  is  remark- 
able, indeed,  that  while  the  opening  of  Hangchow  brought  down 
the  export  total  in  three  years  from  64  to  40  lakhs,  its  effect  on 
the  import  trade  was  not  perceptible.  In  the  year  under  review, 
liowever,  it  is  native  rather  than  foreign  imports  which  have  saved 
the  situation.  These  native  imports,  which  come  chiefly  from 
Shanghai,  Hankow,  and  Canton,  were  valued  for  1900  at  2,679,606 
tael.s  (413,106/.),  the  figure  for  1899  being  2,740,467  taels 
(411,070/.  ls.)y  and  the  average  for  the  four  years  1896-99, 
2,251,518  taels  (337,737/.  78.).  On  the  other  hand,  foreign  goods 
amounted  only  to  7,601,778  taels  (1,171.941/.),  against  9,208,444 
taels  (l,381,266i  12«.)  in  1899,  and  an  average  for  the  same  four 
years  of  8,858,063  taels  (1,328,709/r  95.).  In  other  words,  the 
maleficent  influences  of  1900  affected  at  Ningpo  practically  only 
the  import  of  foreign  goods.  Table  II  shows  that  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Japanese  cotton  yarn  every  one  of  the  principal  foreign 
imports  decreased. 

Opium.  The  decline  in  foreign  opium  has   proceeded   steadily  since 

1892,  each  year's  import  being  less  than  its  predecessor,  so  that 
the  amount  which  stood  at  7,412  cwts.  in  1892  was  only  3,046  cwts. 
in  1900.  The  record  year  is  1876,  when  the  quantity  given  in  the 
customs  returns  is  11,307  cwts. 

Cotton  goods.  The  total  number  of  pieces  imported  in  1900  was  (excluding 
handkerchiefs,  towels,  and  blankets)  768,052  pieces,  as  against 
918,063  pieces  in  1899,  and  an  average  of  806,473  pieces  for  the 
years  1892-99. 

The  only  cotton  goods  of  importance  in  which  there  has  been 
an  advance  are  white  shirtings,  mainly  British  (72,020  pieces 
against  6&,169  pieces  in  1899),  lastings,  one-half  of  them  British 
(17,425  pieces  against  15,568  pieces),  and  Italians,  two-thirds  from 
the  United  Kingdom  (23,377  pieces  against  18,502  pieces).  Of 
the  minor  imports,  plain  dyed  shirtings  (2,082  pieces  against  859 
pieces)  and  Turkey  red  shirtings  (5,275  pieces  against  4,809 
piecefi)  have  also  increased;  otherwise  the  tale  is  consistently 
against  1900. 

The  staple  article  under  this  heading  of  cotton  goods  is  plain 
grey  shirtings.  Of  these  (one-half  from  the  British  dominions) 
399,965  pieces  were  imported  in  1900,  against  478,415  pieces  in 
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1899,  and  510,325  pieces  in  1897,  the  record  year.  T-cloths,  an 
article  three-fourths  of  which  coraes  from  British  looms,  show  a 
Berious  fall  from  178,516  pieces  in  1879  to  108,851  pieces  in  1897, 
82.350  pieces  in  1899.  and  62,668  pieces  in  1900.  Drills  aro 
chiefly  of  American  manufacture,  and  in  this  class  are  practically 
stationary  (23,632  pieces  in  1900,  against  24,300  pieces  in  1899). 
Their  British  rivals,  however,  have  fallen  in  the  same  year  from 
5,025  to  2,380  pieces.  Jeans,  as  a  whole,  remain  the  same,  but 
here,  too,  the  American  article  ip  gaining  on  the  British.  The 
change,  indeed,  since  1897  is  most  striking,  though  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  article  is  of  comparatively  small  im- 
portance in  the  Ningpo  trade.  Nevertheless,  here  are  the 
figures  : — 


1897 
1900 


Quftntity. 


Brifcish. 


Pieces. 


American. 


Pieces. 


9,780  ;         1,840 

4,080  3,515 


In  1897  the  United  Kingdom  had  84  per  cent,  of  the  import  of 
jeans;  in  1900  she  had  but  43  per  cent.  If  we  go  further  back  in 
the  history  of  the  port  the  change  is  still  more  remarkable.  The 
figures  for  1879,  for  example,  are:  British,  29,130  pieces;  American, 
1,640  pieces;  and  the  respective  percentages  (Holland  supplied 
4.320  pieces  in  that  year,  as  against  560  pieces  in  1900),  British, 
83  per  cent.,  and  American,  5  per  cent. 

Sheetings  are  a  more  distinctly  American  article,  the  United  Sheetings. 
States  having  all  along  supplied  Ningpo  wich  about  five  times  the 
quantity  sent  out  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  apparent 
growth  in  favour  of  this  article,  irrespective  of  origin,  is  very 
marked  in  the  returns.  Thus  in  1900  52,158  pieces  were  imported, 
as  against  only  4,501  pieces  in  1879.  The  respective  shares  of  the 
trade  were,  in  1900,  British,  7,008  pieces ;  American,  45,070 
pieces;  in  1879,  British,  796  pieces;  American,  3,705  pieces. 

Handkerchiefs  show  a  veiy  considerable  decline,  as  compared  Hand- 
with  last  year;  a  still  greater  when  compared  with  1897  (6,487  ^^'o^^'^- 
dozen,  against  18,194  dozen). 

The  gross  import  of  towels  was  above  that  of  1899  and  1898,  Towels, 
but  below  that  of  1897. 

Japanese  cotton  cloth,  the  demand  for  which  was  insignificant  Japanese 
up  to  1897,  is  now  increasing  in  favour,  the  import  having  spning  ^^^^  o^oth. 
from  76  pieces  in  1895  to  8,108  pieces  in  1899  and  9,309  pieces  in 
1900.  No  Japanese  firm  has  as  yet  established  itself  at  Ningpo, 
though  it  is  believed  that  one  will  be  opened  in  the  near  future. 
When  that  is  done  tlie  products  of  the  Japanese  factories,  cotton 
cloth,  crepe,  yarn,  matches,  and  the  rest  will  be  vigorously  pushed, 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  corresponding  British  firm  will  gain 
ground  at  the  expense  of  their  rivals. 
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yam.  Even  now  this  is  the  case,  as  the  imports  of  cotton  yarp  sho^. 

Japanese  yarn  appears  in  the  returns  for  the  first  time  in  1893, 
when  the  figures  were : — 


Bngliih. 

Indian 

Japanese 

Quantify. 

CwUt. 
114 
9,100 
25 

The 

figures  for  1900 

are: 

• 

Bnfiflish. 

Quantity. 

CwtB. 
282 
2,261 
3,901 

Indian          , , 

Japanese      .  • 

Meanwhile,  however,  a  new  rival  is  rapidly  advancing,  the 
output  of  the  Chinese  steam  mills.  NiDgpo  at  first  imported  this 
article  from  Shanghai,  commencing  in  1894  with  785  cwts.,  in 
1898  with  5,912  cwts.  The  local  mill  then  made  its  influence  felt, 
till  the  import  dropped  to  18  cwts.  last  year,  while  the  export  rose 
from  513  cwt.  in  1896  (the  first  year)  to  3,820  cwts.  in  1899,  In 
1900  there  has  been  a  falling-oflf  in  the  export,  the  amouut 
recorded  being  only  2,739  cwts.  and  a  revival  of  the  import 
(2,504  cwts.),  but  for  this,  as  will  be  explained  later,  the  greatly 
enhanced  export  of  raw  cotton  amply  accounts. 

It  would  not  be  right  to  dismiss  the  subject  of  foreign  cotton 
imports  without  some  mention  of  their  rivals,  the  other  products 
of  the  Chinese  cotton  mills,  Shanghai  drills  and  sheetings.  These 
first  appeared  in  1891  with  640  pieces.  They  rose,  with  consider- 
able fluctuations,  to  11,890  pieces  in  1897,  then  fell  suddenly  until 
in  1900  only  773  pieces  were  brought  in.  The  greater  steaxiiness 
of  sterling  exchange  during  the  past  three  years  may  be  one 
explanation  of  this  curious  phenomenon,  enabling  as  it  has  done 
home  manufacturers  to  adjust  their  prices  to  a  fallen  dollar. 
WooUem.  The  import  of  woollens  has  been  very  steady  for  many  years 

past.  Since  1883  it  has  never  touched  14,000  pieces,  nor  fallen 
below  10,000  pieces ;  the  average  for  the  16  years,  1883-1899, 
being  in  fact  exactly  12,000  pieces.  Before  1883  the  trade  was 
much  more  flourishing ;  in  1876,  for  example,  27,154  pieces  were 
imported.  The  opening  of  Wenchow  in  1877  would  partly  account 
for  the  difference,  but  only  to  the  extent  of  from  5,000  to  6,000 
pieces  a  year.  It  cannot  be  set  down  to  the  vagaries  of  fashioin, 
■for  fashion  changes  slowly  in  China,  or  to  the  fall  in  exchange,  for 
there  was  little  difference  in  the  sterling  value  of  the  dollar  in 
1883  and  1876.  At  Ningpo  it  is  usual  to  impute  any  falling-off  to 
the  ma<»hination8  of  a  guild,  and  if  that  does  not  serve,  to  the 
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rapacity  of  the  likin  collectorate.  Woollens,  which  are  in  China 
either  a  luxury  of  the  rich  or  the  trappings  of  some  ceremony, 
vary  in  demand  with  national  or  local  prosperity,  and  the  uncer- 
tainties of  last  year  would  suffice  to  account  for  the  diminished 
import  of  1900,  10,816  pieces,  as  against  the  13,441  pieces  of 
1899.  The  diminution  is  the  more  regrettable  as  by  far  the 
larger  part  of  the  woollen  imports  come  from  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  total  value  of  foreign  metals  imported  into  Ningpo  in 
1900  was  101,217/.  More  than  half  of  this  is  represented  by  tin 
in  slabs  (57,002Z.),  to  be  used  for  the  most  part  in  the  manufacture 
of  "joss  paper,'*  imitation  silver  ingots,  and  other  devices,  to  be 
burnt  at  funerals  and  occasions  of  religious  ceremony  generally. 
The  amount  is  very  considerably  less  than  for  1899,  and  far  below 
the  figures  for  1895  and  1896.  The  opening  of  Hangchow,  the 
capitcd,  is  the  most  probable  cause  of  the  change. 

Lead,  mainly  for  the  lining  of  tea-chests,  is  represented  by 
8,622  cwts.,  the  average  of  the  past  four  years,  since  the  diversion 
of  the  Fychow  teas  to  the  Hangchow  route.  The  import  of  nail- 
rod  and  bar-iron,  which  had  stood  for  some  years  at  about 
30,000  cwts.,  fell  in  1899  to  .19,050  cwts.,  and  in  1900  to 
9,000  cwts.  Iron- wire  showed  a  small  advance;  old-iron,  the 
raw  material  of  the  Chinese  village  blacksmith,  a  slight  decreasa 
Old  iron  wire  declined  to  less  than  one-half,  while  rope  remained 
stationary.     Steel  also  declined,  particularly  mild  steel  cuttings. 

Kerosene  oil  is  still  listed  by  the  customs  as  a  "  sundry,"  Ka 
though  it  has  long  taken  its  place  as  a  staple  in  the  China  trade. 
At  Ningpo,  as  elsewhere,  there  is  a  struggle  for  supremacy  between 
American,  Russian  and  Sumatran.  Up  to  1887  no  distinction  is 
made  in  the  returns.  In  1888  we  find,  American,  162,000  gallons ; 
Russian,  2,000  gallons.  In  1895,  American,  1,899,150  gallons; 
Russian,  614,435  gallons.  The  next  year  Sumatran  appears,  and 
in  1897  Russian  reaches  its  zenith.  The  figures  then  and  in  1900 
respectively  are : — 

■ 

Qiiantity. 


Amarioan 
Sumatrsn 


GaUons. 
1,540,100 
1,045,400 
306,655 


1900. 


Gallons. 

1,182,2S0 
546,300 
907,890 


Figures  for  the  intervening  years  seem  to  show  that  while 
there  is  a  slow  decline  in  American  and  a  comparatively  speedy 
one  in  Russian,  Sumatran  is  steadily  making  way  ;  this  although 
the  amounts  of  American  for  1900  were  slightly  in  excess  of,  and 
those  of  Sumatran  some  75,000  gallons  below  the  corresponding 
figures  of  1899. 

The  only  other  sundry  of  importance,  sugar,  deserves  also  to  Sagar. 
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be  treated  as  a  staple,  at  any  rat^  at  Nin^o,  Sugar  comeA..tp 
the  port  in  effect  from  either  Kuantung  province  or  from  Fornaoaf^ 
It  is,  in  short,  geographically  speaking,  China  produce ;  and  ,up 
to  the  Japanese  annexation  of  Formosa  would  have  figure4 
entirely  as  native  ijoods  had  it  not  found  its  way  hither  to.. a 
great  extent  viS  Hong-Kong,  and  in  the  process  undergone 
sufficient  treatment  to  masquerade  as  a  foreign  article.  .  Anji 
comparison  then  of  the  sugar  import  should  bring  together  thf 
native  and  foreign  entries,  and  is  not  usefully  carried  further  back 
than  1897. 

The  figures  of  that  year  and  1900  are : — 

i 

Qnantitj. 


1897. 


1000. 


Brown 138,096  188,836 

White 26,081  i         42:674 

Beflned las^SS  i       l»ii722 

Candj I  18,240  14,082 

t 
'I  I  ■    .       I  ■  ,  ■       .  11...  ,  .  . 

All  refined  sugar  is,  however,  to  be  fairly  re^rded  as  a  foreign 
product,  and  so  to  a  very  large  extent  is  white;  since  the  pro-' 
cesses  of  conversion  take  plac^  outside  Chinese  territory,  and  for 
the  most  part  in  foreign  factories. 

Woreifa.  Of  the  remaining  sundries  British  m^ufacturers  are  interested^ 

randnei.  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  in  Llama  braids  buttqui",  candles,  clocks^ 
aniline  dyes,  window  glass,  glassware,  needles,  soap,  telegraphic 
maloriala,  and  spirits. 

In  Llama  braid,  needles,  and  telegraphic  materials.. there  vf9St^ 
falling-oflf  as  compared  with  1899,  but  in  all  the  other  articles,  ^Ai 
adyunce. 

]^aiiT«  1'be  sum  total  of  native  imports  was  little  below  thait  of  .189S|.; 

import!.  .  (2,079,606  taels  (401,940/.  I85.),  as  against  2,740,467  taels 
(411,070/.  Is.)),  the  chief  gains  being  in  brown  sugar  and  wood 
oil,  and  the  losses  in  rice,  tobacco,  medicines,  candy,  and  white 
wax.  The  enormous  fall  in  the  import  of  rice  is  really  matter  for 
congratulation,  for  it  signifies  that  the  local  harvest  had  corre- 
spondingly improved.  Ssuchuan  opium  also  declined  in  so  far  as 
this  article  came  under  the  purview  of  the  Maritime  Customs ; 
it  does  not,  however,  follow  that  the  170  cwts.  of  Table  II  repre- 
sents the  whole  of  the  import  in  1900.  The  only  other  items  of 
special  interest^  cotton  goods,  yarn,  and  sugar — have  already  been 
dealt  with. 

Exports.  The  value  of  the  export  trade  (816,674/.)  is  almost  identical 

with  that  of  1891  and  1892,  and  if  below  the  years  1893-96,  is  a  . 
satisfactory  advance  on  1898  and  1899.     For  this  last  result  thci. 
excellent  cotton  crop  is  largely  to  be  credited.     Although  in  the 
customs  returns  the   whole  of  the  exports  are  entered  as   "fqr 
Clilnese  ports,"  a  great  quantity  of  them  jiiltimately  finil  their  way 
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,  abroad.  Baw  cotton  goes  to  Japan  and  Formosa,  tea  to  AmeiiQa, 
yush  hats  to  Frapce  and  Italy,  while  among  exports  to  the  Britisp 
.Empire  are  hides,  mats,  and  matting,  musks,  furs,  gongs,  and 
numan  hair. 

The  export  of  raw  cotton,  188,076  cwts.,  is  the  record  for 
Ningpo.  As  ifoT  our  other  staple,  tea,  the  Fychows  (green)  which 
Jfi^ve  rapidly  decl^ied  since  their  natural  post  of  exit,  Hangchow, 
^as  opened,  no  longer  appear  in  the  returns.  Pingsueys  (also 
jgree,n)  nave  fallen  by  nearly  1,500,000  lbs.  since  1899,  owing  to 
the  damage  done  to  the  crop  by  the  heavy  rains  of  last  April. 
The  output,  nevertheless,  is  considerably  in  advance  of  ISSS 
and  1897. 

Cuttle-fish,  another  great  industry  of  this  neighbourhood,  has 
been  more  suco^ssful^  the  export  being  double  that  of  1899. 

Eus^  hats  give  tlie  secqnd  best  record  of  the  last  10  years, 
being  exceeded  only  by  the  number  in  1897.  The  more  valuable 
loish  mats  have  declined,  though  very  slightly.  Medicines  for 
1900  are  a  record  ;  "joss  paper"  and  samshu  show  an  improvement. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  figures  for  fish  maws  and  glue,  ground-nut 
oil,  ahmi,  and  umbrellsks  are  below  those  of  1899. 

The  total  number  of  steamers  entered  and  cleared  at  Ningpo  Shippag. 
during  1900  was  772,  and  their  tonnage  949,720,  the  correspond- 
ing figures  for  1899  having  been  1,128  and  1,005,544     There 
were  328  sailing  vessels,  tx)nnage  46,663,  in  1900 ;  in  1899,  319, 
tonnage  45,013. 

British  shipping  has  practically  remained  stationary,  the  loss 
of  10  steamers  being  partly  made  up  for  by  six  sailing  vessels, 
lorchas.  Chinese  sailing  vessels  remain  the  same  (322  against 
319),  but  Chinese  steamers  are  only  one-half  those  of  1^99.  ,Qne 
reason,  which  accounts  for  56  out  of  the  decrease  of  303,  was  the 
substitution  of  the  American  for  the  Chinese  flag  on  board  the 
regular  boat  for  Wenchow. 

Chinese  steamers  continue  to  run  to  the  unopened  ports  of 
this  circuit,  to  Tinghai,  Pootoo,  Shihpu,  and  Haimen.  Engaged 
in  this  trade,  under  Inland  Navigation  Bules,  are  three  vessels, 
one  small  and  two  of  moderate  siza  At  the  same  time  launches 
run  to  Ytiyao  up  one  of  the  two  branches  of  this  river,  and  to 
Chinhai,  at  its  mouth.  Passenger  traffic,  whether  with  Shanghai, 
with  Wenchow,  or  with  Haimen  and  intermediate  ports,  has 
continued  to  increase,  the  total  of  natives  carried  being  (to  and 
fro),  341,684  in  1900,  as  against  282,370  in  1899.  The  *'  Shanghai 
scare,"  already  referred  to  will  account  for  some  50,000  of  the 
difference,  but  the  rest  would  seem  to  be  a  genuine  advance. 

During  1900  one  Bussian  vessel  entered  Ningpo,  and  three 
Japanese,  all  of  them  laden  with  coal.  If  report  is  correct,  it  is 
possible  that  Japanese  shipping  firms  may  in  the  course  of  this 
or  next  year  make  an  effort  to  break  into  the  monopoly  of  the 
general  carrying  trade  eiyoyed  for  many  years  past  by  the  China 
Merchants  Steam  Navigation  Company  and  Mes*srs.  Butterfield 
and  Swire. 

There  is  little  or  nothing  to  chronicle  in  the  way  of  public  QtiuBnL 
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improvements,  since  the  uncertainties  of  last  year  did  not  make 
for  progress.  A  general  settlement  of  the  matters  under  discussion 
between  the  Allies  and  the  Chinese  (Jovemment  will,  doubtless, 
cause  attention  to  be  directed  to  the  natural  riches  of  this  as  of 
other  parts  of  China. 

Meanwhile,  the  natives  here  might  by  a  comparatively  simple 
step  largely  increase  their  wealth.  In  the  flat  country  round 
about  Ningpo  it  is  hardly  an  exaggeration  to  say  that  quite 
one-third  of  the  ground  is  occupied  by  coflSns,  sometimes  concealed 
by  mounds  or  brick  tombs,  sometimes  with  no  covering  but  a 
mouldering  mat.  In  theory  the  vast  mass  of  these  are  only 
temporarily  deposited  where  they  lie,  awaiting  the  acquisition  of 
an  auspicious  site  in  the  hills.  In  practice,  however,  they  are  left 
to  encumber  the  soil  until  they  rot  into  it.  Firm  but  tactful 
legislation,  and  the  expenditure  of  a  relatively  trifling  sum,  should 
free  the  fields  from  a  monstrous  incubus,  and  go  far  to  double  the 
output  of  cereals  in  this  district. 


Annex  I. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Ningpo  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


8t< 

>ain. 
Ton*. 

SaQing. 

Total. 

Total 

Nfttionallty. 

Namberof 
Vetselt. 

Namberof 
Veaaels. 

Tone. 

Namberof      ^ 
Veeaelt.         ^^^ 

Valaeof 
Cargo. 

Brittoh      

Chlnete     

•ther  nationi 

166 

189 

82 

208,714 
1  260,966 
,     20.181 

3 
168 

•  •• 

168 
23,660 

168         208,877 

862         274,626 

32           20,181 

600,666 

1,006,207 

8,074 

Total 

„    1899     ... 

886 
664 

474,860 
602,749 

166 
166 

23,728 
21,980 

1 

662         498,683 
719         624,e?9 

Total. 

1,613.846 
1,707,286 

un. 

Cleared. 

Sailfnff. 

8t6l 

Total 

NftdOllAli^. 

Namberof 
Veraels. 

Tont. 

Number  of 
Veesels. 

Tons. 

168 
22,777 

ft  •  • 

Number  of     «.__. 
Veeeete.      ^'*°*- 

Valaeof 
Cargo. 

Britiih       

CbineM     ... 
Other  oationi 

166 

189 

32 

208,714 

260.966 

20,181 

3 
169 

168         203,877 

848         273.742 

32           20,181 

£ 
322,050 
461,831 

7,926 

Total 

,,     1899     ... 

886 
668 

474.860 
606,166 

162 
164 

22,940 
23,084 

648         497,800 
732         628,249 

791,807 
•626,674 

\ 
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Auaex  II. — Kbtqrn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into 
Ningpo  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


1900.* 

1 

1899.t 

Artkdet. 



Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Foreign  :— 

£ 

£ 

Opium — 

Malwa     ... 

•  •« 

••• 

Cwu.lbf... 

2,910-16 

262,125 

3,843 

803,612 

Patna 

•  •• 

»•• 

'  f »       i»  ••• 

loa-M 

7,227 

113 

6,876 

Beiutres   ... 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

>i       «*  •• 

•-^7-14 

1,765 

67 

8,995 

Persian    ... 

»•• 

••• 

»t       f»  ••• 

0-2 

15 

1 

60 

SliirtinK«     ... 

•  •• 

•• 

i»ieces      ... 

510,277 

?09.5-l 

695,75<» 

221,039 

T-cloUis 

•  •• 

••• 

II           ••• 

62,668 

25,834 

82,360 

80,392 

Co'ton  yarn— 

Briiiii     ... 

•  •• 

•• 

Cwti. 

232 

776 

231 

I.24.'i 

Indian     ... 

•  »• 

•• 

f»            •• 

2.2rfl 

6,441 

2,745 

9,147 

Jupar.e»e ... 

•  •  • 

«•  ■ 

»» 

3,901 

9,091 

3,029 

9,0C9 

Woollens      ... 

•  •• 

•» 

... 

•  •• 

I9.00H 

••• 

22,147 

'I*in,  in  slabs 

•  •  • 

...f  Owls. 

15,49(» 

57, 00 J 

20,074 

91,966 

Iron    . 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

»•           ••• 

3tj,t)18 

17.855 

57.73.1 

20,308 

Oil.  keroeno 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

Gallons    ... 

2,635,920 

74,712 

2,893  415 

65,88J 

Susrar— 

Brown 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

Cwts. 

12i,560 

02,248 

I78,.1I9 

84,880 

White      ... 

•  »■ 

•  •  • 

It 

St},507 

24,069 

42.088 

27.711 

Redned    ... 

•  •• 

•  • 

»»           •• 

93,t'42 

74,312 

124,722 

90,536 

Native  :— 

ToUaoco 

••• 

•  •• 

»»           ••• 

16,795 

83. 7 HO 

20,311 

31.517 

Medicines    ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

... 

... 

51,08i 

•  •» 

60,551 

Rice 

•  •• 

...    Cwts. 

874 

545 

23,0S3 

7.120 

huKar— 

1 

Brown 

•  •• 

1 
•••1      fi           •• 

]3,9.s6 

7.244 

10.017 

4,768 

Candjr 

•  •• 

•..|     *%           ••• 

9,881 

9.718 

12,361 

11,082 

Wood  oil      ... 

••• 

•••(      •«           ... 

30,788 

30,301 

21,333 

16,502 

White  wax  ... 

•  •• 

•••i      »» 

],ao7 

13,740 

1,830 

17,418 

Opium,  natiTe,  1 

SftucbUAin  1     ,, 

1 

170 

6,436 

245 

8,474 

*  1  Hailcwdn  tael  =  8«.  It/. 


t  I  Halkwan  tael  -  2t.  lOd. 


Annex  III. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Ningpo 

during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


1900. 

1899. 

Articles 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

CoUon— 

£ 

£ 

**»W      .«.                     .•«                     as,                     ,,, 

Cwts. 

••■ 

188,076 

259,272 

77,19S 

124,017 

Yam ...       ...        .. 

•               ••• 

*» 

w* 

3,110 

7,619 

4,177 

11.676 

Cuttlefish       

•  •• 

f* 

•  •• 

43,768 

47,607 

20,'^82 

21.722 

Fans,  paper 

••• 

Pieces 

■  »  ■ 

1,565,022 

12.064 

1,857,643 

10,53d 

KushmaU      

>* 

«•• 

1,926,979 

29.708 

2,046,156 

81,870 

Medicines       

•               ••• 

••• 

•  •* 

60,035 

•  •• 

47.347 

Oil,  ground-nut        

CwU. 

••• 

6.704 

7,057 

10,520      , 

9,389 

fliik  piece-goods 

•               •  •  • 

»» 

*•• 

293 

18,962 

451       ' 

26,810 

Tea— 

1 

Fychow       

Lbs. 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

89,867 

911 

Pingsuey     

. 

M 

•  ft* 

9,151,067 

208,972 

10,684,000 

207,051 

i 
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Annex  IV. — Share  of  the  British  Empire  in  the  Trade  of 

Ningpo. 

Until  the  customs  returns — always  most  courteously  placed  by 
the  Commissioner  at  the  disposal  of  His  Majesty's  Consul — give 
the  provenance  of  the  imports,  and,  what  is  still  more  diflBcvilt  to 
discover,  the  final  destination  of  the  exports,  it  is  impossible  to 
arrive  at  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  share  taken  by  the  British 
Empire  in  the  trade  of  this  or  any  other  Chinese  port. 

Some  articles  have  their  origin  confessed,  as  for  instance, 
Benares'  opium,  Indian  yam,  British  drills,  American  sheetings, 
Sumatran  oil,  and  Japanese  copper  slabs.  Others  may,  with  fair 
certainty,  be  divided  up  between  the  countries  known  to  produce 
them.  Some,  notably  Ningpo  sugar,  have  underfrone  in  a  second 
country  manipulation  which  may,  or  may  not,  be  held  to  convert 
it  into  a  new  article.  Finally,  there  remain  a  large  number  of 
sundries  not  easily  assignable  to  a  given  flag. 

An  experienced  examiner  in  the  customs  here  has  provided  the 
following  lists  of  imports  into  Ningpo  which  are  in  whole,  or  in 
part,  the  product  of  the  British  Empire : — 

1.  Articles  wholly  derived  from  the  British  Empire:  Opium 
(except  Persian),  white  Irishes,  English  and  Indian  drills  and  yarn, 
English  sheetings,  cotton  and  woollen  Spanish  stripes,  camlets, 
woollen  lastings,  long  ells,  Italian  cloth,  and  nail-rod  iron. 

2.  Articles,  75  per  cent,  of  which  come  from  the  British  Em- 
pire :  White  shirtings  and  T-cloths. 

3.  Articles,'66  per  cent,  of  which  come  from  the  British  Em- 
pire :  Dyed  shirtings,  printed  T-cloths,  Turkey  reds,  cotton  Italians, 
velvets,  cotton  metz  cords,  old  iron  wire  and  rope,  lead  in  pigs, 
mild  steel,  and  candles. 

4  One-half  of  which  come  from  the  British  Empire  :  Chintzes 
and  furnitures,  twills  and  crimps,  muslins,  handkerchiefs,  towels, 
cotton  and  woollen  blankets,  cotton  ticks,  cottonades,  thread,  broad 
cloth,  woollen  yarn,  iron  (except  as  above),  tin-plates,  tin  in  slabs, 
brass  and  yellow  metal,  steel,  zinc.  Llama  braid,  buttons,  dyes,  glass, 
needles,  soap,  and  spirits. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  following  imports  are  certainly  non- 
British:  Persian  opium,  Dutch  and  American  drills  and  jeans, 
American  and  Japanese  shirtings,  Japanese  cotton  cloth,  thread, 
copper  slabs,  matches  and  coal,  American  flour,  Japanese,  Corean 
and  American  ginseng,  and  American,  Russian,  and  Sumatran 
kerosene. 

Taking  the  figures  for  1900  for  these  five  classes  we  have — 
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OlasB. 

Description. 

Total 

Imports. 

Of  which  Brituh. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1 
2 
3 

4 

Wholly  Bpitish 
Tliree.fourths  British 
Two-thirds  British   . . 
One- half  British 

Total 

Wholly  non-British  . . 

Taels. 

347,623 
311,355 
887,545 

•  • 

995,827 

£     #. 

52,i'43    9 
46,703    6 
58,131  16 

• . 

149,374    1 

Taels. 
1,985,827 
260,717 
207,570 
193,778 

£      *. 

297,874    1 

89,107  11 

81,136  10 

29,065  19 

397,183    1 

•  • 

2,647,887 

6 

•  • 

Making  a  total  of  British,  2,647,887  taels  (397,183/.  U.) ;  non- 
British,  1,380,290  taels  (207,043/.  10«.).  As  the  total  imports  were 
7,601,778  taels  (1,140,266/.  14s.),  this  leaves  unassicrned  the 
amount  of  3,573,601  taels  (536,040/.  3s.),  1,053,672  taels 
(15^,050/.  16s.)  represent  sugar,  of  which  all  but  125,540  taels' 
(18,831/.)  worth  underwent  some  manipulation  at  Hong-Kong, 
mainly  in  British  refineries.  Of  the  rest  (2,519,929  taels 
(377,989/.  7s.) )  one-fourth  at  least  may  be  credited  to  the  British 
Empire.  If  then  Hong-Kong  may  claim  the  suoar  in  ships,  the 
British  share  in  last  year's  imports  here  may  be  set  down  at 
3,194,340  taels  (492,461/.),  or  42  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

As  regard  exports,  the  examiner  has  only  specially  marked  the 
following  as  destined  (though  but  to  one-half  of  their  value)  to  the 
Britit*h  Empire : — Hides,  human  hair,  mats  and  matting,  musk, 
skins,  and  wool.  These  articles  in  1900  amounted  to  260,828 
taels  (39,124/.  4s.),  one-half  of  which  is  130,414  taels  (19,562/.  2s.). 
The  staple  exports  of  Ningpo  go,  for  the  most  part,  to  non-British 
territory.  Tea,  for  example,  finds  its  market  chiefly  in  America, 
raw  cotton  in  Shanghai  and  Japan,  cuttle-fish  and  medicines  in 
other  Chinese  port-s.  These  staples  were  valued  in  1900  at 
3,735,484  taels  (560,322/.  12s.).  The  balance  of  the  exports 
(1,064,771  taels  (159,715/.  13s.))  includes  a  few  articles,  such  as 
feathers,  furniture,  liquorice,  and  nutgalls,  which  may  find  their 
way  into  the  British  Empire.  These  amount,  however,  only  to 
44,042  taels  (6,606/.  6s.),  one-tenth  of  which  could  be  credited  to 
British  trade.  The  remainder,  with  the  notable  exception  of  rush 
hats  (54,476  taels  (8,171/.  8s.)  ),  which  go  largely  to  France  and 
Italy,  is  purely  Chinese.  We  may  estimate  then  (it  is  a  very 
rough  estimate)  that  the  exports  of  Ningpo,  if  judged  by  value,  find 
their  destination  in  the  following  proportions : — In  China,  56  per 
cent. ;  in  the  British  Empire,  3  per  cent. ;  in  America,  30  per  cent. ; 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  1  per  cent. 

This  makes  the  value  of  exports  to  the  British  Empire,  23,500/., 
and  gives  a  total  for  imports  and  exports  combined  of  515,961/., 
or  22  per  cent,  of  the  total  trade,  Chinese  and  European.  Chinese 
trade,  in  the  same  sense,  would  be  about  871,000  taels  (130,650/.), 
or  37  per  cent. ;  those  of  other  countries  combined,  chiefly  America 
and  Japan,  41  per  cent. 
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-In  estimating  the  comparative  interest  of  the  British  Empire 
Li  the  port  of  Ningpo  and  its  trade,  however,  other  considerations 
have  to  be  taken  into  account. 

In  the  first  place,  of  the  shipping,  the  British  Empire  provided 
407,754  tons  out  of  a  total  of  996,383  tons,  or  41  per  cent. ;  her 
rivals  showing :  China,  55  per  cent ;  the  United  States,  3^  per 
cent. ;  and  Eussia  and  Japan  combined,  ^  per  cent.  American 
shipping,  moreover,  is  only  represented  by  what  is  understood  to 
be  a  temporary  substitution  of  the  American  flag  for  the  Chinese 
on  the  Wenchow  boats.  British  shipping  conveyed,  in  1900,  45 
per  cent,  of  the  foreign,  and  38  per  cent,  of  the  coast  trade ;  the 
shares  of  other  countries  being:  China,  51  and  62  per  cent.; 
Japan,  3*47  and  0'21  per  cent. ;  Eussia,  076  and  0*05  per  cent. ; 
and  America,  0  and  0  44  per  cent.  Goods  conveyed  under  the 
l^ritish  flag  paid  44*55  per  cent,  of  the  total  duties;  those 
under  the  Chinese  flag,  5518  per  cent. ;  all  other  countries,  0*27 
per  cent. 

Secondly,  transit  trade  under  British  passes  aggregated  185,2d9 
taels  (27,794/.  175.),  or  lllo  per  cent. ;  under  Chinese  passes, 
88*33  per  cent. ;  all  other  countries,  0*02  per  cent. 

Lastly,  the  customs  returns  of  foreign  firms  and  residents  give 

three  British  firms  out  of  six,  and  139  residents  out  of  215.     One 

at  least  of  the  non-British  firms,  however,  is  merely  the  Chinese 

agency  of  a  Shanghai  house.     If  this  is  excluded,  two-thirds  of  the 

rms  here  are  British,  and  65  per  cent,  of  the  residents. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Afuoy  foi'  tlie  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul  Mansfield. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  Haj  21,  1901.) 

The  gross  value  of  cargo  carried  by  foreign  vessels  (including  <>ro5s  sea- 
Chinese  steamers)  entered  and  cleared   at  this  port  during  the      "°  ^'^  ^^' 
year  1900  was  3,461,190/.,  as  compared  with  3,719,792/.  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Tlio  total  tonnage  cleared  durinsf  the  vear  was  876,606  tons,  Tonnaj^'o. 
against  970,838  tons  in  1899.     British  tonnage  was  640,443  tons, 
or  nearly  72  per  cent,  of  the  whole.     The  total  number  of  vessels 
cleared  was  877,  against  1,007  in  the  preceding  year,  and  820  in 

1898.  The  difference  is  explained  by  the  stoppage  of  the  Newch- 
wang  trade  during  a  part  of  the  year,  and  tlie  fact  that  a  much 
less  quantity  of  rice  was  required  owing  to  a  bettor  local  harvest 
than  that  of  1899. 

Freight  for  general  traffic  on  the  China  coast  was  raised  about  Frei^lit. 
25  per  cent,  during  the  year,  and,  in  the  case  of  full  cargoes  from 
northera  ports,  opening  rates  were  maintained  through  the  season. 
The  coasting  shipping  companies  have  done  well  on  the  whole, 
though  a  good  many  charters  were  cancelled  when  troubles  broke 
out  in  the  north.  The  carriage  of  supplies  for  the  foreign  troops 
has,  of  course,  contributed  towards  this  favourable  result. 

Emigration  continues  to  give  lucrative  employment  to  a  large  Emigration. 
fleet,  nearly  all  the  vessels  of  which  are  specially  fitted  for  tlie 
traffic.    Against  62,000  emigrants  to  the  Straits  Settlements  in 

1899,  79,000  left  Amoy  in  1900,  of  which  number  69,000  were 
carried  in  94  British  vessels.  The  above  figures  do  not  include 
10,000  emigrants  to  Manilla,  many  of  whom  were  also  carried 
under  the  British  flag.  A  quarantine  of  nine  days  from  date  of 
sailing  was  imposed  at  Singapore  during  the  summer  months  on 
account  of  sporadic  cases  of  plague  here.  The  strict  medical 
examination  of  emigrants  before  leaving  the  port  appears  to  have 
been  entirely  successful,  no  cases  having  appeared  on  board  ships 
subjected  to  it. 

The  net  total  value  of  the  export  trade  of  Amoy  for  1900  was  Exports. 
1^98,150/..  against  363,514/.  in   1899.     As   will   be   seen  in    the 
tallies  (Annex  I)  every  item,  with  the  exception  of  paper  and 
preserves,  shows  a  falling-off. 

(b08)  A  2 
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Amoj  tea. 


Formosa  tea. 


Prospects  of 
export  trade. 


Imports. 


Bioe. 


Opium. 


Sugar,  which  is  shipped  almost  exclusively  to  the  northern 
ports  and  which  forms  about  one-half  of  the  total  export  trade, 
has  naturally  suffered  most  from  the  war,  and  has  decreased  by  a 
value  of  ne>arly  60,000/. 

No  Amoy  tea  was  offered  for  sale  for  the  foreign  market 
during  the  year  under  review,  and  for  the  first  time  this  com- 
modity, in  which  most  of  the  foreign  merchants  of  this  poit  were 
interested,  disappears  from  the  figures  of  export  abroad.  In  20 
years  a  trade  of  over  7,000,000  lbs.  has  completely  died  out.  The 
small  amount  of  1,400,000  lbs.,  which  appears  as  an  export  in 
Annex  I,  was  sent  to  native  ports,  probably  solely  for  native 
consumption. 

Amoy  continues  to  be  the  port  for  ocean  shipment  for  the 
tea  trade  of  Formosa,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Japanese  to 
deflect  the  channel  of  this  trade  from  the  course  it  has  run  since 
its  birth.  They  have  imposed  a  differential  tax  on  this  tea  when 
exported  to  Amoy  for  tmnshipmenC  and  when  exported  to  a 
Japanese  port.  The  British  merchants  of  Amoy,  whose  principal 
business  is  the  export  of  the  Formosan  leaf,  bitterly  resent  this 
differential  duty  as  being  contrary  to  treaty  rights,  and  as  being 
aimed  at  depriving  them  of  a  trade  which  has  been  built  up 
entirely  by  their  own  labour  and  enterprise.  Out  of  a  total  of 
395,159  half-chests  (about  17,000,000  lbs.)  shipped  to  the  United 
States  and  Europe,  358,704  half-chests  (about  15,500,000  lbs.) 
passed  through  Amoy,  the  balance  36,455  half-chests  (about 
1,500,000  lbs.),  presumably  all  for  the  United  States,  going  vi^ 
Japan.  The  great  bulk  of  the  Formosan  leaf  is  taken  by  the 
United  States,  the  remainder  some  13,200  half-chests,  being 
exported  to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  war  in  North  China  had 
no  direct  effect  on  this  market,  except  that  it  must  have  imbued 
some  operators  with  a  speculative  feeling,  otherwise  the  smart 
rise  which  took  place  in  July  cannot  be  accounted  for. 

Though  the  general  decrease  in  the  exports  is  probably  only 
temporary,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  export  trade  of  this  port  can 
ever  assume  large  proportions,  though  improved  communication 
and  the  development  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  Fokien  may  in 
future  increase  the  capabilities  of  the  population  for  buying 
foreign  goods,  for  which  the  vast  numbers  of  returned  emigrants 
have  developed  a  taste. 

The  value  of  the  net  imports  of  native  and  foreign  goods  for 
1900  was  1,865,955/.,  against  2,180,590/.  in  1899.  A  decrease  of 
300,000/.  odd  seems  large  but  has  in  reality  no  significance. 

The  rice  crop  in  this  district  is  dependent  on  the  rainfall  in 
the  spring.  In  1899  this  was  much  below  normal,  and  large 
quantitie*^.  of  rice  from  the  Yangtze  and  from  abroad  had  to  be 
imported.  In  1900,  plenty  of  rain  having  fallen,  there  was  a 
full  crop  of  rice  which  caused  the  import  to  fall  off  by  a  value  of 
nearly  300,000/.,  accounting  for  almost  the  whole  decrease  of 
imports. 

The  total  import  of  foreign  opium  for  1900  was  327,600  lbs., 
some  70,000  lbs.  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.    The  falling-off 
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is  chiefly  in  Benares  and  Persian  opium.  The  latter  drug  so 
nearly  resembles  the  native  that  at  its  higher  price  it  cannot 
compete,  and  trade  in  this  line  is  nearly  extinct.  While  the 
import  of  foreign  opium  is  less  than  half  what  it  was  10  years 
ago,  the  consumption  of  native  opium  increases  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  The  import  of  Yunnan  and  Szechuen  opium  through  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs  has  in  one  year  advanced  by 
130,000  lbs.,  and  stands  at  198,735  lbs.  for  1900.  As  far  as  I 
am  able  to  ascertain  another  600,000  lbs.  came  overland  and  does 
not,  therefore,  appear  in  the  customs  returns.  The  estimated 
amount  produced  and  consumed  in  the  south  of  ihis  province  is 
about  800,000  lbs.,  so  that  the  total  consumption  of  native  opium 
reaches  the  high  figure  of  over  1,600,000  lbs.,  or,  say,  just  five  times 
that  of  imported  foreign  opium. 

The  price  of  the  best  native  drug  is  about  550  dol.  per  chest, 
while  foi-eign  opium  ranges  between  850  and  950  dol.  It  is 
quite  evident,  therefore,  that  we  are  within  measurable  distance 
of  a  time  when  Indian  opium  will  only  be  imported  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  small  minority  of  the  very 
wealthy. 

It  is  difficult,  or  rather  impossible,  to  ascertain  what  revenue 
is  collected  on  a  native  product  so  eminently  suited  to  high  taxa- 
tion, and  still  more  so  to  estimate  how  much  of  the  revenue  finds 
its  way  into  legitimate  channels.  It  is  obvious,  however,  what  an 
important  item  this  would  become  if  levied  honestly  at  the  rate 
charged  on  imported  foreign  opium,  say,  about  1  dol.  per  lb. 

There  is  no  diminution  in  the  import  of  morphia  which  was  Morphia. 
16,776  ozs.,  and  the  Chinese  authorities  seem  to  have  taken  so  far 
no  serious  steps  to  put  down  its  use. 

Every  item  under  this  heading,  except  the  insignificant  one  Cotton  goodi. 
of  dyed  shirtings,  shows   a  small   decrease.     The   net  value    of 
cotton  goods  (foreign)  imported  was  64,495/.,  against  71,275/.  in 
1899. 

Foreign  cotton  yam  W8is  imported  to  a  value  of   152,502/.,  Cotton  yArn. 
against   176,916/.  in   the  preceding  year.      Five  per  cent,  was 
Japanese  and  the  rest  Bombay.     The  Shanghai  mills  sent  a  small 
amount,  value  1,400/. 

Woollen  goods  have  never  found  much  favour  here,  and  with  WooUeni 
the  exception  of  English  camlets,  which  are  stationary,  all  show  a 
slight  decrease  even  on  their  former  insignificant  proportions. 

Metals,  on  the  contrary,  have  improved.     Tin  in  slabs  from  Met^Li. 
the  Straits  Settlements  has  increased  in  value  from  33,000/.  to 
55,500/.,  and  all  other  metals  have  advanced. 

American  flour  was  imported  to  a  value  of  82,500/.,  against  Flour. 
86,280/.  in  1899.     The  import  in  1898  was  only  valued  at  33,000/., 
and  this  article  seems  to  have  a  good  future. 

In  spite  of  adverse  circumstances  during  the  year  under  review,  Kerowna. 
the  import  of  kerosene  oil  has  again  made  a  substantial  advance  of 
676,000  gallons,  value  30,000/.  The  proportions  in  1899  were: 
American,  44  per  cent. ;  Russian,  41  per  cent. ;  and  Dutch,  15  per 
cent  In  1900  they  wei-e :  American,  28^  per  cent. ;  Buasian, 
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Disturbances 
in  Fokien. 


45  percent ;  and  Dutch,  26^  per  cent.  The  Royal  Dutch  Company 
have  now  completed  their  tanks  for  the  storage  of  oil  in  bulk,  and 
1901  will  probably  see  a  considerable  further  advance  in  the 
proportion  of  Dutch  oil.  The  bulk  oil  imported  in  tank  steamers 
increased  from  706,000  gallons  in  1899  to  963,600  gallons  in  1900. 
The  price  declined  steadily  throughout  the  year  from  3  dol.  15  c. 
to  2  dol.  26  c.  per  10  gallons  and  is  still  weakening.  Whether 
tank  oil  will  ever  supersede  case  oil  in  this  district  depends  on  the 
discovery,  yet  to  be  made,  of  a  cheap  utensil  for  transporting  it. 
The  tank  carts  used  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  not  suitable 
owing  to  the  bad  roads  and  the  mountainous  character  of  the 
country.  Case  oil,  though  dear,  adapts  itself  to  carriage  by  coolies. 
Water-borne  carriage  by  tank  boats  is  limited,  by  the  want  of 
waterways  in  this  district,  to  a  veiy  short  distance. 

77,000,000  lbs.  of  beancake  were  imported  during  1900,  against 
83,000,000  lbs.  in  the  previous  year.  Beans  for  the  same  period 
were  94,000,000  against  84,000,000  lbs.  Before  the  troubles  broke 
out  in  the  North  very  considerable  shipments  had  been  made 
from  Newchwang.  A  good  many  charters  were  then  cancelled, 
and  later  on  the  landing  of  the  Japanese  force  hei'e  was  the  cause 
of  several  more  cancellations.  Some  26,000,000  lbs.  of  beans  were 
later  imported  from  the  Yangtze  as  a  substitute  for  the  reduced 
Newchwang  and  Cliefoo  products.  The  general  result  as  far  as 
charterers  were  concerned  was  not  good.  Two  of  ihem  have 
dropped  out  of  the  trade,  not  having  the  necessary  capital  to  caiTy 
it  on  and  the  native  banks  not  being  willing  to  come  forward  to 
their  assistance.  The  large  fire  in  the  city,  alluded  to  in  my 
general  remarks,  also  hit  those  engaged  in  the  northern  trade  very 
hard. 

In  reviewing  the  trade  of  this  port  for  1900  it  is  interesting 
to  note  the  comparatively  small  efifect  produced  by  the  rising  in 
the  North.  When  the  news  of  the  siege  of  the  Legations  and 
the  failure  of  Admiral  Seymour's  colunm  to  relieve  them  reached 
Amoy  fears  were  naturally  entertained  for  tlie  safety  of  foreigners, 
and  the  missionary  body  in  the  interior  were  directed  to  come  to 
the  treaty  port. 

The  Viceroy  issued  satisfactory  proclamations,  and  where 
these  were  posted  in  the  interior  no  trouble  occurred.  The 
circuit  of  the  Amoy  Taot'ai,  which  follows  the  coast  line  from 
Amoy  nearly  up  to  Foochow,  was  quite  free  from  disorder. 
Further  inland,  in  the  Ting  Chang  Lung  Taot'ai's  circuit,  how- 
ever, the  proclamations  were  only  posted  in  the  chief  Prefectural 
City  of  Changchow.  A  number  of  local  rowdies  created  a  dis- 
turbance at  the  T'ing  Chow  Prefectural  City  in  the  extreme  west 
of  the  province  and  burnt  and  looted  two  chapels  and  some  of' 
the  houses  of  the  converts.  The  news  that  this  had  been  done 
with  impunity  quickly  spread  eastwards,  and  within  a  month  or 
so  a  line  of  mission  stations  extending  from  Ting  Chow  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  Changchow,  the  seat  of  the  Taot'ai,  were 
attacked.  13  chapels  and  many  converts'  houses  were  either 
burnt  <x  wrecked,  in  each  case  by  the  local  bad  character&     As 
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far  as  can  be  asceitained,  however,  no  liveb  were  lost  The  local 
authorities  remaining  supine,  an  urgent  appeal  was  made  to  the 
Viceroy  of  the  Min-Ch6,  who  acted  with  commendable  eneigy  and 
promptitude.  Not  only  did  the  outrages  cease,  but  each  case  was 
dealt  with  locally,  the  chief  offenders  punished,  and  before  the 
close  of  the  Chinese  year  all  the  cases  were  settled,  compensation 
being  given  both  for  mission  and  converts'  property.  In  October 
and  November  it  was  considered  safe  for  the  missionaries  to  return 
to  their  stations  in  the  interior. 

On  August  26  the  landing  of  an  armed  force  from  the  Japanese  J^ading  of 
men-of-war  caused  a  panic  among  the  natives  who  left  Amoy  for  f  *J^^*** 
the  interior  in  numbers  estimated  at  about  50,000.    After  n^otia- 
tions  the  force  was  withdrawn  on  September  5,  but  the  occurrence 
put  a  temporary  stop  to  all  business,  and  its  effects  were  felt  for 
a  considerable  time. 

On  the  night  of  Octoljer  29  a  very  large  fii'e  occurred  in  the  B»g  fire  "» 
best  quarter  of  the  suburb,  which  was  chiefly  occupied  by  Chinese  -^"^y- 
merchants  engaged  in  the  northern  trade.  Being  uninsured  the 
merchants  suffered  heavily,  and  their  situation  was  aggravated  by 
the  tightness  of  the  money  market,  the  native  bankers,  owing 
to  the  unsettled  state  of  affaM-s  in  general,  not  being  so  accommo- 
dating as  usual. 

1 1  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  trade  of  the  port  for  1900  has 
b^u  carried  on  under  very  adverse  circumstances,  and  it  is 
matter  for  congratulation  that  it  has  not  suffered  more  heavily. 

Nineteen  steam  launches  are  running  under  the  Inland  Water  Steam 
liegulations  against  15  in  1899.  Of  these  10  are  British,  four  j^'j^^d^^ter 
Chinese,  three  Japanese,  and  two  Spanish.  They  carry  passengers  nayigation. 
only  from  Amoy  to  Chiohbe,  about  10  miles  distant  and  the 
furthest  navigable  point  on  the  road  to  Changchou  Fu.  The  only 
other  run  is  from  Amoy  to  Anhai,  about  40  miles  up  the  coast, 
and  this  is  the  quickest  route  to  the  ancient  city  of  Chin  chew, 
which  is  distant  from  Anhai  about  20  miles  overland.  This 
passenger  traffic  is,  I  undei*stand,  fairly  remunerative,  but  Amoy 
is  not  in  a  position  to  profit  much  by  inland  water  navigation, 
even  if  the  regulations  were  placed  on  a  sound  basis,  as  it  has 
pmctically  no  streams  navigable  for  any  distance  by  steam 
launches.  I  may,  however,  mention  here,  in  view  of  possible 
reforms,  that  to  "be  of  any  real  value  to  trade  in  the  interior  the 
regulations  should  allow  the  towing  of  "  flats  *'  which,  with  the 
launches  towing  them,  should  come  under  the  control  of  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  and  be  allowed  to  land  passengers 
and  cai^o  at  any  and  every  point  of  their  journey.  An  arrange- 
ment like  this  worked  with  the  transit  pass  system  would,  no 
doubt,  with  specially-constructed  launches,  lead  to  a  great  develop- 
ment of  trade  with  the  interior. 

Another  point  which  must  be  taken  up  seriously  is  the  Plraoj. 
recrudescence  of  piracy  on  the  coast  and  in  the  inland  waters. 
Many  cases  have  occurred  lately  on  the  coast  between  Amoy  and 
Foochow.  Three  cases  have  occurred  where  goods  belonging  to  a 
British  subject  have  been  forcibly  robbed  to  a  small  extent,  and  it 
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is  next  to  impossible  to  obtain  redress,  though  the  villages  furnishing 
the  pirates  are  pretty  generally  known. 
Oil  dep6u  in  In  view  of  the  probability  that  the  question  of  treaty  revision 
theint^nor.  ^ju  ghoj^jy  come  under  consideration,  it  may  be  well  to  draw 
attention  to  a  point  which  the  special  circumstances  of  the  port  of 
Amoy  have  brought  to  notice.  Owing  to  the  insufficient  water- 
ways it  has  been  found  necessary  in  the  kerosene  trade  to  have 
depots  or  installations  for  case  and  bulk  oil  at  points  which  cau 
be  reached  by  l>oat8  of  some  size.  From  these  the  oil  is  distributed 
by  small  boats  or  land  carriage.  Strong  objections  have  been 
raised  to  these  establishments  by  the  Chinese  authorities  as 
contrary  to  treaty,  and  their  existence  has  been  defended  under 
Clause  3  of  Article  VI  of  the  Shinionoseki  Treaty,  which  allows 
Japanese  subjects  (and  others  under  the  "  most-favoured-nation  " 
clause)  temporarily  to  rent  or  hire  warehouses  for  the  ston^  of 
goods  purchased  from  or  transported  to  the  interior  of  China. 
I  understand,  however,  that  the  Japanese  do  not  claim  that  the 
right  conferred  by  this  clause  extends  to  distributing  imported 
goods  from  such  warehouses  by  sale  on  the  spot.  Of  couree,  ware- 
houses can  be  owned  by  Chinese,  but  they  have  practically  no 
redress  in  case  of  illegal  levies  on  foreign  goods. 
SuggMiions  If  I  miaht  venture  to  express  a  humble  opinion  on  so  vast  a 

for  opening     subject  as  the  opening  up  of  China  to  foreign  trade,  I  would  lay 
up  of  ChinA.   (Jq^^^  i]^q  following  as  the  general  lines  to  which  I  think  attention 
should  be  given  : — 

1.  Improvement  in  communications  by  railways,  roads,  and 
canals,  with  facilities  for  the  employment  of  foreign  capital. 

2.  A  revised  tariff,  including  the  abolition  of  export  duties, 
with  proportionately  increased  import  duties,  which  should  in- 
clude 2J  per  cent,  likin,  freeing  foreign  goods  to  all  parts  of  the 
Empire,  in  the  same  way  as  opium  is  freed  under  the  additional 
Article  of  the  Chefoo  Convention. 

3.  An  extension  of  the  Transit  Pass  system  to  all  Chinese 
produce  whether  in  the  hands  of  foreigners  or  Chinese,  with  a 
fixed  duty  payable  to  the  Government  of  each  province  through 
which  the  goods  have  to  pass.  If  necessary  for  provincial  expenses, 
a  small  octroi  might  he  levied  in  the  towns  and  cities  on  native 
goods  not  in  transit. 

4.  The  establishment  of  a  proper  Mining  Board  with  regula- 
tions liberally  drawn  to  induce  the  employment  of  foreign 
capital. 

5.  The  right  of  residence  in  the  interior  to  foreigners. 

It  is  with  great  diffidence  that  I  make  these  suggestions,  and 
only  on  the  ground,  that  however  crude  they  may  be  something 
in  them  may  be  of  practical  value. 

In  conclusion,  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs  fc»r  allowing  me  access  to  his  returns  before  publication, 
and  to  others  who  have  furnished  me  with  information. 
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Special  Report  on  the  Trade  of  Avwy  that  is  actibdlly  British, 

To  arrive  at  a  just  conception  of  the  proportion  borne  by 
purely  British  trade  to  that  of  other  foreign  countries  it  is 
necessary  to  eliminate  jdtogether  from  ttie  figures  re-exports 
which,  of  course,  figure  in  the  returns  of  other  ports  and 
coast  trade  with  China  ports.  This  course  has,  therefore,  been 
followed. 

The  net  total  value  of  foreign  goods  imported  and  coming  into  Importi. 
consumption  during  the  year  1900  was  1,111,000/.     It  is  estimated 
that  of  this  amount  637,830/.  is  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  her 
dependencies,  or  about  57  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

The  net  total  value  of  native  goods  exported  during  the  year  Bxp<wt». 
1900  to  foreign  countries  was  192,435/.     It  is  estimated  that  of 
this  amount  123,375/.  was  sent  to  the   United  Kingdom  and  her 
dependencies,  or  about  64  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

The  above  figures  have  been  considered  as  carefully  as  possible, 
and  are,  of  course,  only  approximate,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
eliminating  goods  to  and  from  other  countries  passing  through 
Hong-Kong.  Where  there  has  been  considerable  doubt  it  has  beeh 
given  against  BritL^ih  trade  so  as  to  avoid  an  over-estimate. 

It  may  therefore  be  fairly  assumed  that  at  least  58  per  cent, 
of  the  trade  of  Amoy  for  1900  was  tictually  British. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Hadley  of  the  Imperial 
Maritime  Customs,  who,  with  the  kind  permission  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Customs,  has  devoted  much  time  and  trouble  to 
iumishing  the  above  information  and  to  compiling  the  accompany- 
ing table  (Annex  6). 


Annex  1.-^Rkturn  of  Principal  Articles 

during  the  Years  1900- 


of  Export  from  Amoy 
1899. 


Artldes. 

1900. 

- 

1899. 

LIM. 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Qaantltf. 

Value; 

496,138 

3,176 

1,684,666 

9,640 

A  B^icr            •••         •••         •••         ••• 

»t            ••• 

6,646,067 

46)600 

ft»*«.w 

8^926 

ITOWIfTCS                    •••           •••           •«• 

»»            ••• 

77^067    1 

«,120 

768,666 

7,686 

Samsha,  medicated         

,1            ... 

1,269,067    ' 

13,640 

1,809,466 

14,146 

SuMr— 
Brown     .*•        ...       ...        ... 

»» 

1 
ll,882,lSa 

81,816 

18,867,066 

47,966 

"Hive       ...         ••-        ..»        ... 

It            ••• 

494,400 

3,110 

1,664,666 

9,460 

Cftndy     ...       ...       ...       ... 

ti 

7^183,867    ; 

47,386 

18,214,300 

84,640 

fi 

937,733 

16,466 

1,400,400 

22,410 

Tobaoeo,  prepared 

fVeoas 

887,867 

13,480 

1,996,933 

29,446 

Umbrelliu,  paper 

474,669 

6,440 

n4,480 

8,900 

Ofetier  artidea       

••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

149,006 

•  •• 

122,970 

Oroet  total  of  essorta 
Be-ezpdrt  of  natm  prodooa 

■••• 

3^626 

892,866 

... 

40,470 
298,166 

•  •• 

27,861 

Net  total  of  espofl  timde    ... 

••• 

868,614 

10 
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■Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Amoy 
during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 


Opiam — 

JDmI^tb  •■•  •••  «•«  ••! 

atSuIA  ftf  ••■  •••  ••• 

SvUttrvB  •••  •■•  •#•  «•! 

It  o  idI  AH  ••«  k«a  «••  ••■ 

Cotton  goodi- 
ShiitloKS— 
Qtvji  plain    ...        ...        ... 

vw  lUvC      II  ...  •••  ..I 

A^yOfl        II  ...  ...  .«i 

I,    flgnredi  broeadedi  and 

BpOwL^CL  •*•  •••  •»« 

T-dothi,  82inebM      ^ 

Chintxea 

Turkey  red  shlrtinffi 

Japanese  cotton  cloth 

Indian  yam       ...        ... 

Japanese  yam   ...       ...        •.< 

Other  cotton  goods         

Woollen  goods- 
Camlets,  English         

Spanish  stripes , 

Cord  and  yam 

Other  i»oollen  goods 

Metals- 
jrou         •••        •••        •••        •«• 

Tin,  in  slabs      

Lead|  In  pigs     ...        ,- 

Qoickfilver        , 

Other  metals      , 

Sondriesi  foreign— 
BAche  de  mer    ...       ...        .., 

Birds'  nests        ...        ...        .. 

^^oai         ...        ...        •••        ••' 

Cotton,  raw,  Indian 

Dyes,  aniline 

Fish,  dried  and  salt     , 

I'lonr  .«•  ...  ..*  *•' 
Ginseng  ...  ••  ••«  ••< 
]./eatner   ...        ...       *•«       ••< 

Lily  flowers,  dried       

Matches,  Japanese      

Morphia  ...       ...       «••       •.< 

Oil.  kflroiene— 
American       ...        ••. 


Sumatra         •••       •••  *«• 

iraflQy      ...       ••«       ...  ••■ 

Prawns  and  shrimps,  dried  ... 

Juce         .«.        ...        .•*  *•< 

Silk  froods         .«.       

Sugar,  refined   ...       ...  ..• 

Other  foreign  sundries 

xotai     .••        ..«        •«.       ..I 

Excess  of  re-ezpozti  orer 

imports       ...        ...       ... 


KatiTe  produce- 
Beancake 
Beans      ...       ... 

Cotton,  raw 
OIL  bean,  Ac    ... 
Opium — 
Ssechuen 
Ttknnan 
Prawnst  dried    ... 
Jiice         .••       ... 
Samshu   ...       ... 

OQVQB  •  •  • 

Sflk  piece-goods... 
Tea,  bladi 
Vermicelli 


•  •• 


9  — 

«•■ 
»•• 

•  •« 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

•  •• 


•  •• 


••• 
••• 


Lbs. 


It 
II 


1900. 


1899. 


Pieces 


tf 
II 

II 
II 
»i 
It 


_  II 
Lbs. 

t» 


Pieces 
Lis. 

•  •• 

Lbs. 

It 
II 
II 

... 

Lbs. 

Tons 
Lbc. 

LbB. 
Iff 
»i 
it 

Orofts 
Ou. 

ChUloof 

ffff 

_    ft 
Lbs. 

9f 

99 
99 
Iff 


•  •• 

•  «• 
••• 


••• 

•  •• 

•  •• 


•  «  • 

•  •• 


tea 

•  •» 

••• 
■  •• 

•  «• 
«•• 

•  •• 

•  •• 


sea 

••• 

•  •* 

•  •• 
••• 
••• 

•  •• 


Lbs. 


It 
It 
It 

II 
It 
It 
It 
ft 
«t 
It 
II 
tt 


... 


... 
... 
... 

... 
••. 


Quantity.         Value.        Quantity.         Value 


10,744 

1|679 

S03|546 

11,461 


8,89A 

1|210 

230,780 

9,266 


10,776 

7.792 

M4,161 

46,266 


7.696 

4,860 

219,286 

80,900 


24,766 

6,680 

28,862 

7,890 

47,866 

18,880 

60,648 

22,876 

6,868 

1,820 

4,a2 

1,820 

18,766 

6,190 

14,767 

6,880 

68,026 

11,620 

66,016 

18,846 

7,846 

2,190 

7,867 

2.290 

6,668 

1,986 

7.461 

2,446 

20,896 

2,960 

80,646 

8,226 

6,611,000 

144.010 

7,878,800 

166.610 

406,200 

8,490 

710,888 

14,460 

•  •  ■ 

12,970 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

8,786 

6,876 

8,868 

6,790 

888 

1,670 

1,061 

1,800 

40,400 

4,060 

67,200 

6,176 

•  ■■ 

8,226 

•  •■ 

4,920 

•  •• 

6,296 

960,000 

1,200 

984,988 

66,606 

648,800 

82,890 

217,888 

1,610 

181,066 

1,280 

27,467 

8,700 

80,000 

8,800 

•  •  • 

8,600 

•  •■ 

10,020 

795,888 

14,280 

810,688 

18,680 

9,067 

9,660 

7,066 

6,786 

11,002 

12,790 

18,986 

11,940 

12,188 

170 

606,800 

8,180 

•  •• 

2.086 

•  ■■ 

2,066 

8,682,988 

26,030 

6,688,866 

86,088 

19,961,867 

82,600 

21,646,460 

86,280 

26,267 

18,176 

22,800 

26,100 

149,467 

4,886 

244,800 

6,960 

278,800 

4,880 

796,988 

8,940 

661,060 

24,966 

682,860 

28,026 

16,776 

4,866 

16,629 

4,860 

1,074,670 

29,600 

1,884,270 

86,676 

1,701,066 

47,666 

1,278.808 

28,426 

1,010,856 

29,260 

462,786 

11,280 

616,600 

1,146 

7,199,600 

12,016 

1,686,788 

16,980 

1,600,000 

16,180 

81,861,200 

129,890 

186,688,266 

467,290 

17.167 

8,946 

•  •■ 

7,080 

717,467 

6,010 

776,988 

6,886 

•  •  • 

162.226 

•  •• 

142,967 

•  •• 

1.181,800 

•  •• 

1,609,706 

•  •• 

•  •• 

60,006 

•  •i 

18,976 

1,120,606 

•  •• 

1,480,780 

77,667,867 

!S'*^ 

88,088,466 

140,190 

98,818,788 

162,400 

88,689,866 

162,827 

728.400 

12,720 

989,066 

16,780 

2,866,988 

16,480 

1,681,866 

10,609 

82,068 

18,866 

4,000 

1,770 

168,817 

70^186 

64,688 

20,480 

•^JiJSS 

.f***^ 

8,881,200 

88,776 

44,182,800 

144,010 

88,080,266 

120,760 

S'*^ 

4,700 

1,148,600 

7,260 

8,660,688 

19,440 

4,670,000 

22,280 

19,867 

11,760 

19,466 

11,220 

176,688 

6,140 

222,188 

7,646 

1,028,867 

11,846 

1,286,800 

14,660 

AJIOT. 
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BBTorRN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Amoy  during  tho 

Years  1900-1899— continued. 


Artidet. 


WAMi       (••  •••  ...  ...     I«bia 

Othar  naUre  produce 


■••  i*« 


Total   ... 
ExoeM  of  ro-exporu  oTor 
impoiti       ... 


Import,  natiTO  prodaoe 
„       foreign  gooda 


*  •  ■ 

•  •  ■ 


Net  total    of    importa    u 

abOTO 
Be-ezport  of  foreign  goods... 
„  native  goods ... 

Oross  total  of  import  trade... 


2,514,650 


1900. 

1 

1  Quantity. 

Value. 

17,406.400 

••* 

£ 
40,525 
62,850 

1         ••• 

745,820 

1 

470    i 

* 

1 
... 

1 

745,850    . 
1,120,605    ' 

1 

1 

••• 

•«« 

1,865,9» 

008,071 

40.624 

1899. 


Qnantltj. 

Value. 

14,088,666 

•  •• 

£ 

81,575 
75,809 

•  •• 

689,980 
120 

... 

680,860 
1.490,780 

•  •• 

€   ■  • 

2,180.680 

558,490 

29,851 

2,768,481 


Annex  3. — Tablb  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
and  Imported  into  Ainoy  to  and  from  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Tears  1900-1899. 


Coantrjr. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

19C0. 

1899. 

lOOO. 

1899. 

United  Kingdom     . .         •  • 

Hong-Kong 

Singapore  and  Straita         •  • 
United  Statee   of  America 

and  Sandwich  Islands    •• 

Java 

Philippine  Islands  .  •         •  • 

Japan           

Formosa       

Siam 

Coohin.Ghina,       Tongking, 

and  Annam          •  •         • . 
Bussia  (by  sea)       .  •         •  • 

£ 
80 
19,920 
84,300 

1,410 

39,605 

17,685 

840 

50,875 

2,320 

4,455 

•  • 

£ 

75 
24,270 
71,985 

8,510 

38,715 

9,225 

50,730 
1,920 

6,015 

•  • 

£ 
150 
958,746 
150,960 

2,850 

865 

16,885 

525,630 

165 

87,285 
26,095 

£ 

1,076,125 
284,760 

18,920 

V,965 

16,200 

521,700 

•  * 

118,280 
18,885 

Total 

220,840        206,445 

1,719,120    '    2,040,285 

NOTV. — 0ro«s  export,  including  re-export  of  native  prodaoe,  28,400/. 

Summary. 


Imports  from  foreign  countries 
„  Chinese  ports     • 


•  0 


Total  foreign  imports    .  • 

Be -exports  to  foreign  countries  .  • 

„  Chinese  ports     .  • 


•  • 


•  • 


Total  re-exports 


Value. 


£ 
1,719,120 
9,665 


1,728,676 


588,670 
19,401 


606,071 


i£ 


AMOtt 


Annex  4. — IUxble  showing  Quantity  of  Amoy  and  Formosa  Tea 

for  the  Year  1900. 


Deeoription. 

QoanUtj. 

Amoy  teas 

Formosa  t«as 

Lbs. 
902,267 
18,211,000 

Total        

19,113,867 

Table  showing  Distribution  of  the  above  Teas  for  the  Year  1900. 


Destination. 


Quantity. 


Amoy  Tea. 


Ucited  Kingdom  •• 
Hong-Kong  •• 

Unitid  States  of  America 
Straits  Si'ttlemects 
flava.  •         ••         .. 
Siam  •  •  .  • 

Philippine  Islands. . 
Cochin-China,  &c.  • . 
Formosa     •  •         •  • 


Total  to  foreign  countries 
„      Chinese  ports 


Formosa  Tea. 


Lbs. 

Lbs. 

2,583 

200,133 

168,C00 

843,067 

22,000 

15,604,533 

372,533 

290,267 

185,467 

1,102,400 

17,(07 

8,733 

28,667 

6,933 

95,333 

52,533 

9,333 

104,133 

900,983 
1,324 


18,207,732 
3,868 


Grand  total 


902,207  18,211,000 


Tai;lk  showing  the  Quantities  of  the  undermentioned  Classes 

of  Tea  Exported  in  1900. 


- 

1 
1                     Quantity. 

1       To  Foreign 
Countries. 

To  Chinese  | 
Por<s.       1 

Total. 

Oolong 

Poufihong 

Souchong      ••         .. 

Lbs. 
. !       17,233,067 
.  1         1,844,633 
. !             31,067 

19,108,667 

Lbs. 
5,200 

. .           1 

1 

1 

Lbs. 
17,238,207 
1,844,633 
31,067 

Total 

5,200        1 

1 

19,113,867 

AltOY. 
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Annex  5.— Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Amoy  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Ektbbed. 


Nationality. 


Steam. 


Knmber 
of 


Tona. 


Sallitag. 


Number 

of 
Vetiels. 


Toiif. 


ToteL 


tTuBvber 

of 
Towels. 


Tom. 


British 

Chinese 

German 


•  « 


•  • 


t  • 


Austro-Hongarian 
Spanish  ••  •• 
American  •  • 

Norwegian 
Daai  A    •  •         • . 
jTreneb    •  • 
Non-t0eaty  Powers 

Total 


590 
35 
24 

196 
2 
5 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 


853 
974 


635,229 

19,428 

40,464 

179,168 

3,665 

161 

8,428 

3,216 

1,192 

90 

40 

891,085 
953,837 


8 
3 

14 

•  • 

0  • 

•  ■ 


26 
27 


4,157 
42 

388 


4^37 
11,219 


.593 
88 
24 

199 
2 
5 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 


876 

1,001 


639,386 

19,470 

40,464 

lf9,661 

3,665 

161 

8,429 
3,216 
1,192 

oa 

49 


i0S/K2 
965^866 


Cleared. 


Steam. 

Bailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

" 

Vessels. 

British    •  • 

591 

636,286 

8 

4^157 

599 

640,443 

Chinese  •• 

36 

20,291 

2 

29 

38 

20,820 

German  ••         •• 

24 

40,464 

•  • 

•  • 

24 

40,464 

Japanese.. 

184 

178,263 

13 

315 

197 

178,578 

Austro-Hungarian 

2 

3,665 

2 

3,665 

Spanish  ..         •. 

£ 

101 

6 

161 

American           0  • 

3 

8,428 

3 

8,488 

Norwegian         •  • 

3 

3,216 

3 

8,216 

Danish    0  •         0  • 

2 

1,192 

2 

1,192 

Frenoh    •  •         0  • 

2 

90 

2 

90 

Non-treaty  Powers 

2 

854 

49 

2 

49 

Total 

892,105 

23 

4,501 

877 

896,606 

„     1899.. 

977 

956,476 

30 

14,862 

1,007 

970,838 

14 


AMOY. 


Annex  6. — Return  of  Imports  from  and  Exports  to  United 
Kingdom  and  her  Dependencies  during  the  Year  1900. 

Imports. 


Articles. 


0  • 


•  • 


Opium,  Indian 
Cotton  goods,  English 
Bombay  jam         . .         •  • 
Woollen  goods,  English    •  • 
Metals,  Engb'sh     •• 
Sundries,  English  and  colonial 


•  • 


Total 


Value. 


£ 

207,060 
59,600 

144,100 
14,875 
86,820 

126,d86 


637,830 


Exports. 


Articles. 


Bricks  and  tiles 
Ghinaware,  coarse 
Paper     . .         .  • 
Medicated  spirit 
Black  tea  • . 

Tobacco  •  •         •  • 
Sundries 

Total 


Pieces 

Tons 

Lbs. 


II 


•  • 


•  • 


Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

3,384,894 

8,960 

•  • 

4,790 

2,836 

36,526 

•  • 

8,500 

133,600 

8,740 

946,400 

10,380 

1 

1            *  * 

50,480 

I 
1 

•• 

123,375 
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ItepoH  on  the  Trade  of  Sanishttifor  the  Year  1900 
By  Mk.  AcrriNG-CoNSUL  Littlb. 

(Aeoeived  at  Foreign  Office,  May  21,*  1901.) 

The  trade  of  this  port  during  the  year  1900  declined  over  Tcta  trailc, 
20  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  <:^ross  vahic  ^^^'^^  ticcrca-c. 
of  the  imports  and  exports  l>aving  fallen  from  447,700/.  to 
355,400/.  How  far  this  was  a  result  of  the  troul)les  in  the  north 
it  is  difficult  to  say,  for  the  business  of  the  port,  as  measured  by 
the  amount  of  revenue  collected,  remained  remarkably  steady 
during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year.  It  is  to  l>e  noted, 
however,  that  the  imports,  which  account  entirely  for  the  large 
decrease,  fell  off  some  14  per  cent,  during  the  third  quarter  when 
political  affairs  were  at  their  worst,  and  this  must  no  doubt  be* 
attributed  to  the  timidity  of  the  importer  and  the  reluctance  of 
merchants  to  consign  on  credit  whilst  the  situation  remained  so 
threatening.  It  could  scarcely  have  been  duo  to  lucal  unrest, 
since,  with  the  exception  of  some  plunderini^  raids  by  armed  bainh 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  things  remained  quiet  tluoughout 
in  this  district,  and  on  the  north  river  nothini^  was  generally 
known,  even  as  late  as  August,  of  the  troubles  at  Peking. 

The  imports  were  valued  at  slightly  over  228,600/.  (including  imports, 
re-exports,  1,100/.),  against  362,000/.  the  previous  year.  Of  tiiis 
amount  foreign  goods  lepTesented  222,900/.,  as  compared  wi'li 
351,000/.  in  1899,  being  a  decr^'ase  of  over  36  per  cent.  Native 
produce  was  imported  to  the  value  of  5,700/.,  against  nearly 
11,000/.  the  previous  year. 

Of  foreign  imports,  cotton  goods  wore  valued  at  80,000/,  a  Cjttou  goois. 
decline  of  124,000/.,  or  about  61  per  cent.  The. principal  items 
were  grev  shirtings,  15,500/.  (decrease  10,800/.);  while  sliirting.^, 
21,200/.  (decrease  11,800/.);  T-cloths,  4,600/.  (dee.reasc  4,400/.); 
Japanese  cotton  flannel,  1,800/.  (decrease  400/.);  Japanese^,  cotton 
cloth  and  crape,  1,600/.  (decrease-  800/.);  Indian  yarn,  30,100/. 
(decrease  90,100/.). 

These  figures  present  some   rather  striking  contnists.      The  Largo 
■  value  of  cotton  g<x>d8  last  year  was  nearly  equal  to  the  total  amount  ^^^^^^^  '" 
of  foreign  imi>ort8  this  year;  Indian  yarn  alone  last  year  cxceedeil  ^°  ^^  g^^'^- 
by  50  per  cent,  the  total  value  of  cotton  good.s,  including  yarn, 
(809)  ^  'I 


SAliSHUI. 


Indian  jam. 


maohinei. 


this  year.  In  1899  cotton  goods  represented  considerably  over 
one-half  of  the  foreign  imports,  in  1900  they  represented  only  a 
little  over  one-third,  and  account  for  some  97  per  cent,  of  the  total 
decrease  in  imports.  I  am  unable  to  find  any  explanation  why 
cotton  goods  specially  suffered  unlese  it  be  that  they  constitute 
a  more  permanent  investment  of  capital,  and  therefore  more  liable 
to  loss  in  case  of  political  troubles  than  the  perishable  articles 
which  form  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  imports. 

The  decrease  of  Indian  yarn  from  over  6,250,000  lbs,  to  less 
than  1,500,000  lbs.  must  have  caused  considerable  loss  to  a  great 
number  of  families  of  the  labouring  class.  Since  the  opening  of 
the  port  in  1897  the  weaving  of  foreign  yarn  into  cloth  in  the 
neighbouring  villages  and  towns  has  grown  into  quite  a  flourishing 
industry,  which,  I  am  told,  has  added  considerably  to'  the  material 
well-being  and  prosperity  of  those  engaged  in  it.  The  centre  of 
the  trade  is  Sainani,  a  few  miles  distant,  where  a  market  for  the 
sale  of  the  cloth  so  woven  is  held  several  times  a  month.  A 
certain  amount  of  this  cloth  is  made  into  native  clothing,  and  the 
two  together  figure  in  the  list  of  exports  to  the  value  of  nearly 
£r.v;l if  ^^°^  6,000i.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  foreign  sewing  machines  arc 
«.-..  ,«--  ^^^^  lai-gely  used  in  making  up  clothes,  the  cost  of  which,  I  am 
told,  has  in  consequence  been  materially  reduced.  The  machines 
are  mostly  of  American  manufacture,  and  the  price  ranges  from 
7  to  40  dol,  the  largest  number  of  machines  being  sold  at  15  to 
20  dol.  (1/.  10s.  to  2L). 

The  value  of  woollen  goods  declined  from  10,800/.  to  4,500/., 
the  principal  item  being  British  camlets,  3,200/.,  against  7,500/.  iu 
1899. 

Of  all  foreign  goods,  metals  alone  showed  a  general  increase. 
The  total  value  rose  from  1,900/.  to  3,300i,  the  chief  items  being 
bar  iron,  1,700/.  (increase  700/.),  and  iron  nails,  500/.  (increase 
300/.).  The  nails  are  mostly  of  American  manufacture,  and  sell 
at  7i  c.  (a  little  under  2d,)  per  lb.  They  ai*e  cheaper  and  better 
than  the  native  article,  which  they  appear  to  be  supplanting. 
There  was  a  small  import  of  iron  wire,  which  is  used  for  tying 
things,  and  also  for  protecting  windows  and  skylights,  &c. 
SondriM.  Foreign  sundries  amounted  to  135,000/.,  a  sUght  increase  on 

last  year's  figures.  As,  however,  the  rate  of  exchange  was  over 
3  per  cent,  higher  than  in  1899,  this  class  probably  also  shared  as 
regards  bulk  in  the  general  decrease.  The  principal  articles  were 
raw  cotton  from  India,  2,300/.  (decrease  7,100/.) ;  aniline  dyes, 
mostly  German  and  Austrian,  1,600/.  (decrease  1,300/.);  flour 
(American),  5,600/.  (increase  300/.) ;  Japanese  matches,  10,000/. 
(decrease  2,500/.) ;  kerosene  oil,  American,  Eussian,  and  Sumatran, 
11,000/.  (increase  1,300/.);  silk  piece-goods  from  Shanghai,  5,200/. 
(increase  1,200/.);  sugar  from  Hong-Kong,  6,300/.  (increase  800/.) ; 
tobacco,  largely  local  produce  reimported,  12,700/.  (increase 
6,500/.) ;  white  wax  from  Szechuan,  19,500/.  (decrease  10,900/.) ; 
yams  from  Straits  Settlements  and  Malay,  3,000/.  (increase  200/.) ; 
betel-nuts  (Chinese),  6,900/.  (increase  3,000/.) ;  fish  from  Japan, 
Straits  Settlements,  and  the  Ohina  coast,  17,100/.  (increase  3,000/.). 


Woolleni. 


Hetali. 
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Ajnongst  articles  of  minor  value  may  be  mentioned  spindle  oil  for 
use  on  steam  launches  and  in  native  factories,  match-making 
materials  from  America  for  use  in  a  large  native  match  facjtory  at 
Fatsham,  machine-made  paper  from  Japan  of  common  quality,  but 
lower  price  than  the  native  article,  American  raisins  for  making 
confectionery,  and  indianibber  shoes  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
These  shoes  are  worn  in  wet  weather  over  the  native  foot-gear  to 
protect  the  latter  from  water  and  mud.  They  are  of  a  shape  to 
suit  the  native  shoe,  and  are  retailed  at  1  dol.  per  pair.  The  sale 
is  likely  to  increase.  Soap,  perfumer}-,  needles,  watches,  cigars, 
cigarettes,  cloves,  and  spices  were  imported  in  small  quantities, 
and  are  worthy  of  mention  as  indicating  a  taste  for  foreign 
articles  of  luxury,  which  promises  well  for  foreign  trade  when  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  people  is  increased  by  the  development 
of  the  great  internal  i^esourees  of  the  country.  Although  not 
appearing  in  the  returns,  foreign  carpenters'  tools,  without  the 
wood  handle  or  frame,  appear  to  be  in  fairly  common  use.  Planes 
of  British  and  French  manufacture,  retail  price  about  1«.,  and 
saws  are  frequently  seen.  Native  carpentei-s  say  they  generally 
j)refer  the  foreign  article,  which  is  cheaper  in  the  long  nm. 

The  import  of  native  produce  dwindled  to  the  insignificant  Native 
sum  of  5,700t,  a  decrease  of  nearly  one-half.  Liquid  indigo  i^po'^t*- 
accounted  for  nearly  four-fifths  of  this  amount.  As  the  native 
taxes  on  junk-borne  gooils  on  the  short  journeys  from  the  neigh- 
bouring ports  are  probably  less  in  most  cases  than  the  duties 
payable  by  steamer-borne  cai-go  there  is  not  much  prospect  of 
expansion  in  this  branch  of  business. 

The  most  notable  feature  of  the  year's  trade  is  the  large  and  Exports, 
somewhat    unexpected   increase   in    exports,  whicli    rose    from 
85,700?.  to  126,700/.,  nearly  48  per  cent.    The  principal  items  Princip*! 
were  straw  bags,  7,200/.  (increase  2,300/.) ;   cloth  and  clothing,  ^^^^^^^ 
5,800/.  (increase  2,900/.) ;  fire-crackei-s,  42,400/.  (increase  18,900/.); 
paper,   30,900/.   (increase   8,200/.);  silk- goods,   7,900/.  (increase 
7,600/.);   tobacco,   18,300/.  (increase   200/.);  and  sugar,   2,400/. 
(increase  1,000/.).     It  will  be  seen  from  tlie  above  figures  that  of 
the  total  incretise  of  41,000/.  fire-crackei-s,  paper,  and  silk  account 
for  nearly  35,000/.     The  increase  in  silk  is  probably  due  to  the 
diversion  of  the  Takhing  trade  from  junks  to  steamers. 

The  methods  used  by  the  natives  for  preparing  sugar  are  very  Native 
simple.    The  cane  is  crushed  three  times  between  tw^o  upright  ^®'^''^<l  o^ 
cylindrical  stones  turned  by  a  couple  of  water  buffaloes ;  the  juice  ^°"J^J"** 
is  then  boiled  in  earthenware  basins,  and  after  the  scum  liais  been 
taken  oflT,  is  laid  on  clean  mats,  where,  on  cooling,  it  is  cut  into 
slices  and  packed  in  earthenware  jars.    The  crushing  of  the  cane 
and  the  preparation  of  the  sugar  are  done  in  temporary  mat  shed.*', 
the  expenses  being  shared  by  some  40  or  50  local  farmers,  who 
join  together  for  that  purpose.    In   the  autumn  the  country  is 
dotted  with  these  sheds,  the  presence  of  which  is  indicated  by 
dense  volumes  of  smoke  arising  from  the  rice  straw  that  is  burnt 
in  the  ovens. 

Amongst  articles  of  little  value  may  be  mentioned :  tea,  tinned 
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meats,  cotton  stockings,  and  tinned  rice  birds.  The  last  mentioned 
are  not,  I  believe,  fonnd  outside  this  district ;  they  are  very  small, 
of  delicate  flavour,  and  may  be  eaten  whole,  bones  and  aU.  The 
supply  for  the  tinned  meats  is,  I  am  told,  largely  drawn  from  pigs 
tliat  have  died  of  disease  or  old  age,  with  an  occasional  cat  or  dog 
tlirown  in  to  give  an  extra  relush.  They  are  exported  for  con- 
sumption by  Chinese  settled  abroad. 
Value  of  Of  the  total  trade  of  355,400/.  all  but  20,000/.  was  with  Hong- 

trade  with       Kong  and  Macao,  the  former  of  which  sent  222,000/.  and  received 
Hong-Kong.    103,700/. ;  the  latter  sent  800Z.  and  received  8,800/.     About  92 

per  cent  of  the  trade  of  the  port  was  thus  with  Hong-Kong. 

Estimated  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  proportion  of  the  im- 

y*^^®  ?^         ports  is  of  British  origin  and  what  proportion  of  the  exports  is 

BnSsh  origin  actually  consumed   in   British  possessions ;  but    as  the  customs 

and  of  export*  returns  do  not  state  the  origin  of  the  imports  nor  the  ultimate 

^nsumed  in    destination  of  the  exports,  and  as  there  are  no  foreign  merchants 

Pof^8ion<».     ^'^iJent  here,  and  the  business  is  done  entirely  l)y  native  agents 

of  Chinese  merchants  who  do  not  distinguish  between  the  different 

foreign  countries,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  data  on  which  to  base 

an  even  approximately  correct  calculation.     The  most  that  can  be 

done  is  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  trade  vvliich  is  almost  certainly 

foreign,  and  make  a  rough  estimate  of  how  much  of  the  remainder 

is  British. 

About  5  per  cent,  of  the  cotton  goods  are  returned  as  Japanese, 
the  remainder  (76,000/.)  are  said  to  be  mostly  Manchester  goods, 
with  a  few  Geiman.  Of  woollens  (4,500/.),  British  camlets  re- 
present 3,200/.,  and  the  rest  are  also  nearly  all  British.  Of  metals 
(3,300/.)  no  information  is  obtainable,  except  that  nails  (500/.)  are 
mostly  American.  Of  sundries  (135,000/.)  about  one-half  may  Ije 
considered  Chinese,  although  returned  as  foreign  on  account  of 
passing  through  Hong-Kong,  and  about  *a  quarter  Japanese  and 
American.  Of  the  remainder,  the  following  articles  are  mostly 
British: — Baw  cotton  (Indian),  2,300/.;  indianibber  shoes  (the 
United  Kingdom),  500/.;  leather  (Straits  Settlements),  1,200/.; 
sugar  (Hong-Kong),  6,300/. ;  yams  (Straits  Settlements),  3,000/. ; 
say,  13,000/. 

The  result  of  these  figures  is  that  of  the  total  foreign  import 
trade  of  222,900/.  the  British  share  is  at  most  about  90,000/. ;  how 
much  less  it  really  is  it  is  quite  impossible  to  say,  but  it  would 
probaWy  be  quite  safe  to  lix  the  minimum  at  50,000/.,  that  is 
between  20  and  40  per  cent. 

Of  the  exports,'  103,600/.  went  to  British  possessions  (that  is 
Hong-Kong),  some  10  or  12  per  cent,  of  which  must,  however,  be 
deducted  as  reimports,  the  remainder,  say  90,000/.,  were  probably 
for  the  most  part  consumed  by  Chinese  in  Hong-Kong  and  the 
Straits,  but  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  anything  ap- 
proaching exact  information  on  the  point. 
Tnde  under  Foreign  goods  (mostly  cotton  goods,  oil,  and  matches)  to  the 

trinsit  passes,  value  of  48,500/.  went  inland  under  transit  passes,  being  an  in- 
crease of  31,500/.  They  wei-e  mostly  destined  for  various  parts  of 
this  province  and  Kwanghsi,  but  small  quantities  were  also  taken 
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to  Hunan  and  Kianghsi,  and  even   as  far  as  Kweichow  and 
Yunnan. 

Considering  that  as  recently  as  1894,  in  a  report  on  the  ^^^'**^^*  ^^ 
trade  of  Canton,  Her  Migesty's  Consul  stated  that  **  the  transit-  ^^^JJJ^  ^ 
pass  system  is  now  never  availed  of,  for  the  simple  reason  tluit 
the  Chinese  trader  has  been  made  to  understand  that  it  is  better 
for  him  to  leave  it  alone,"  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  recx)rd  that 
out  of  3,446  passes  issued  3,130  wei*e  taken  out  by  Chinese. 
Many  of  the  passes  wei'e  taken  out  for  very  small  quantities, 
and  the  average  value  was  only  14/.  In  one  case  the  value  of 
the  goods  (destined  for  Hunan)  was  under  2/.,  this  was  probably 
an  experiment  to  see  whether  the  pass  would  be  respected.  ^Vs 
merchants  gain  confidence  in  the  protection  aflforded  by  passes, 
I  think  the  trade  is  likely  to  grow,  for  this  is  the  most  con- 
venient port  for  feeding  the  north-west  part  of  this  province,  as 
well  as  large  portions  of  Hunan  and  Kiangbsi.  Only  two  cases 
of  interference  with  transit-pass  goods  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice  during  the  year,  both  of  which  have  been  satisfactorily 
settled.  One  of  them  affords  a  curious  illustration  of  the  devious 
channels  into  which  trade  is  forced  by  the  native  system  of 
taxation.  The  goods  were  destined  for  a  place  on  the  coast  of 
this  province  about  100  miles  south-west  by  sea  from  Hong-Kong. 
Instead  of  proceeding  direct  they  came  over  100  miles  north-west, 
and,  liaving  obtained  a  transit  pass,  returned  over  nearly  the  same 
route.  After  pajdng  the  treaty  duties,  the  extra  freight  for  some 
250  miles,  and  transhipping  charges,  the  cost  of  laying  down  the 
goods  at  the  place  of  consumption  was  still  nearly  16  per  cent 
less  than  by  the  direct  route  oq  which  they  would  have  been 
liable  to  native  taxation,  not  counting  the  "  squeezes  "  and  delays 
to  wliich  they  would  also  have  been  exposed. 

After    a    considerable   amount    of    pressure    the  provincial  ^^'^"^"^ 

authorities  have  now  for  the  first  time  since  the  opening  of  the  *'*"•*'  !»••«•. 
port  made  arrangements  for  the  issue  of  outward  transit  passes 
for  the  purchase  in  the  interior  of  native  jjoods   intended   for 
export.     I   do  not  think,   however,  that   they  are  likely  to  be 
extensively  used  at  present 

Some  22,000  passengers  entered  and  left  the  port  in  steamers  Passengei 
during  the  year,  being  a  decrease  of  about  4,000.  traffic. 

The  total  tonnage  of  river  steamers  (that  is  excluding  steam  Shippiug. 
launches  plying  under  the  Inland  Navigation  Kules)  was  488,800 
tons,  as  compared  with  522,900  tons  in  1899.    The  share  of  the  Share  of  mm^H 
British  flag  was  274,800  tons,  or  about  56  per  cent,  as  compared  ^^' 
with  324,000   tons  and  62  per  cent  the  previous  year.      The 
Chinese  flag  contributed  162,000  tons  (a  slight  decrease),  the 
Portuguese,  47,500  tons  (a  small  increase),  and  the  American, 
4,300  tons  (2,200  tons  in  1899).      Of  the  cargo   British  ships 
carried  over  80  per  cent  (286,000/.),  Chinese  over  17  per  cent. 
(59,800/.),  and  Portuguese  over  2  per  cent  (9,500/.). 

The  tonnage  of  all  steam  launches  plying  exclusively  on  inland  Inland 
waters  under  the  Inland  Navigation  Uules  was  90,900  tons,  against  ^»^"c^«»» 
68,700  tons  in  1899.    Of  this  the  British  share  was  4,500  tons 
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(about  the  same  as  last  year),  and  the  remainder  belonged  to 
Chinese,  an  increase  of  nearly  one-half.  As  these  figui-es  indi- 
cate, the  launch  traffic  is  very  large ;  sometimes  in  the  summer 
nearly  30  launches  pass  through  in  a  day.  In  the  winter  there  is 
a  great  diminution  in  the  traffic  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
rivers ;  on  the  Nortli  Kiver  even  the  smallest  launches  are  unable 
to  ascend  farther  than  about  15  miles,  whereas  in  the  summer  the 
river  is  navigable  for  boats  drawing  5  or  6  feet  for  about  80  miles. 
As  stated  above,  nearly  all  the  launches  belong  to  Chinese,  and  I 
do  not  think  there  is  much  prospect  of*  foreigners  competing 
successfully  in  the  purely  inland  traffic  unless  they  engage  in  it 
on  a  large  scale.  A  fleet  of  20  or  30  launches  run  in  connection 
with  the  Hong-Kong  trade,  under  the  management  of  a  foreigner 
acquainted  with  the  language  and  local  conditions  and  in  touch 
with  Chinese  importers  and  exporters  might  perhaps  pay  well. 
But  if  the  Hong-Kong  and  inter-port  steamers  had  liberty  to  call 
anywhere  they  would  no  doubt  obtain  a  gi-eat  deal  of  trade  con- 
nected with  the  inland  places  lying  on  their  route. 

The  decrease  of  some  50,000  tons  in  British  tonnage  is 
principally  due  to  the  wihdmwal  in  September  of  the  "  Samshui " 
and  **  Wuchow,"  the  best  and  largest  steamers  on  the  river,  and 
the  only  ones  on  the  Hong-Kong  line  with  accommodation  for 
foreign  passengers.  The  cause  of  their  withdrawal  is  supposed 
to  be  their  failure  to  pay,  due,  it  is  alleged,  to  the  denial  to  them 
of  the  privilege  of  calling  at  all  riverside  places.  Whether  this 
was  the  real  or  only  cause  it  is  dilLcult  for  anyone  but  the  owners 
to  say,  but  in  this  connection  it  inay  be  mentioned  that  several 
small  steamers  which  run  on  the  same  line  and  under  the  same 
conditions  bring  very  handsome  .returns  to  their  owners,  and  a 
British  steamer  of  some  250  tons,  carrying  three  foreign  oflicere, 
was  recently  taking  nearly  3,000  dol.  a  month  in  passenger  fares, 
besides  carrying  some  1,000  tons  of  cargo,  which  1  am  told  must 
yield  a  good  profit. 

A  new  steamer  (stemwheeler)  of  367  tons  and  about  4  feet 
4lraught  flying  the  British  flag  began  to  run  on  the  Canton- 
Samsliui-Wuchow  line  in  November.  She  was  specially  built  in 
Hong-Kong  for  the  trade,  is  fitted  with  the  electric  light,  has 
accommodation  for  700  passengers,  and  can  carry  300  tons  of 
cargo.  She  has  already  become  popular  with  the  Chinese  travel- 
ling public,  and  the  prospects  of  her  paying  well  appear  to  be 
excellent.  A  sister  ship,  also  built  in  Hong-Kong,  is  expected  to 
commence  running  on  the  same  line  this  month. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (middle  of  March)  there  is  no  steamer 
under  the  British  flag  on  the  Hong-Kong-Samshui  line,  and  from 
September  to  March  there  was  only  one.  Seeing  that  the  goods 
landed  and  shipped  in  Hong-Kong  from  and  to  this  port  and  the 
four  ports  of  call  ai-e  valued  at  about  600,000/.,*  and  that  the 


*  Including  Wuchow,  the  yalue  of  the  rirer  trade  witli  Hong-Kong  b  about 
1.500,000/.  I  beliere  no  steamer  fljing  the  British  flag  now  runs  from  Hong-Kong 
to  ar  J  part,  of  the  rirer. 
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number  of  passengers  arriving  at  and  leaving  Hong-Kong  during 
the  year  amounts  to  some  130,000,  it  is  unpleasant  to  record  that 
British  shipping  has  no  share  at  all  in  their  transport  at  the 
present  moment. 

The  river  has  been  unusually  low  this  winter,  and  since  Naiigatiow. 
September  steamers  have  been  unable  to  cross  the  bar  at  the 
entrance  to  the  upper  harbour.  The  lowest  depth  recorded  was  ' 
2^  feet,  and  on  the  river  between  this  and  Wuchow  I  believe 
about  5  feet.  Towards  the  end  of  the  summer  the  strong  current 
from  the  North  River  displaced  a  sandbank  in  the  harbour,  thereby 
causing  some  temporary  inconvenience  to  shipping.  The  river 
appears  to  be  silting  up  in  several  places  and  it  may  not 
improbably  undergo  changes  in  the  near  future  which  will 
seriously  affect  the  interests  of  the  port  as  at  piesent  located. 
Men  still  living  can  remember  when  the  channel  was  only  wide 
enough  for  one  junk  to  pass.  The  dangers  of  navigation  are 
further  increased  by  the  large  rafts  (measuring,  perhaps,  400  feet 
by  150  feet),  which  sometimes  come  down  three  or  ifour  at  a 
time  and  occupy  almost  the  entire  breadth  of  the  river.  Large 
stacks  of  pine-tree  branches,  measuring  some  15  feet  by  30  feet, 
which  are  floated  down  two  abreast  on  boats  lashed  together,  for 
burning  in  brick  kilns  and  factories,  are  also  a  source  of  peril  to 
shipping.  Sometimes  20  or  more  of  these  rafts  and  stacks  may 
be  seen  in  close  proximity  to  one  another,  constituting  a  curious 
and  novel  sight  to  the  stranger.  Several  collisions  occurred  during 
the  year,  resulting  in  loss  of  life  and  property.  Regulations  for 
native  craft  enforcing  the  carrying  of  lights  and  a  uniform  rule 
of  the  road  are  needed. 

The  total  trade  of  the  four  stages  increased  from  234,000/.  to  Trade  of  the 
281,200.,  distributed  as  follows :—  '^'''  ***«*•• 

Value. 


KongmooD.      Eumohuk.    ;    Shuihing.         Takhing. 


£  £  £  ^ 

Importa*          ..         ..       184,900  47,300  18,000  2,500 

Exporte. 17,400  7,600      i         2,700  900 


Total     ..         ..       202,800  54,800  20,700  8,400 


*  Including  natire  produce,  1,300/. 

The  total  for  four  stages,  imports,  252,700/. ;  exports,  28,500/. 

Hong-Kong  sent  245,700/.  of  the  imports  and  received  25,400/.  Value  of 
of  the  exports,  being  over  96  per  cent,  of  the  trade.    The  remainder  ^«  ^^ 
was  nearly  equally  divided  between  Macao  and  the  neighbouring  ^^"«-^<"»* 
ports. 

The  imports  of  cotton  goods  amounted  to  nearly  25,000/.,  an  Cotton  goc 
increase  of  about  one-half.      Shirtings  and  T-cloths  made  up 
about  53  per  cent,  of  this  total,  Indian  yarn  25  per  cent.,  and  the 


10 


SAMSHUI. 


Woollens. 
MetoU. 

Sundries. 


Passenger 
traiBc. 


Estimated 
ralue  of 
British -trade. 


British  share 
in  carrying 
trade. 


Oeneral. 


remainder  was  mostly  Japanese  cotton  Uannel  and  cloth.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  Kumchuk  took  over  7,000/.  worth  of  manu- 
factured cotton  goods,  against  about  300/.  last  year.  This  was 
probably  due  to  the  removal  of  the  likin  barrier  between  that 
place  and  the  large  neighbouring  town  of  Kowkong  towards  the 
end  of  the  summer,  since  nearly  all  these  goods  were  imported 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

Woollens  rose  from  2,700/.  to  over  4,800/.,  mostly  British 
camlets. 

Metals  (mostly  bar  and  old  iron)  were  valued  at  1,900/.,  nearly 
double  the  amount  last  year. 

Of  sundries  the  chief  items  were :  flour,  30,600/. ;  Japanese 
matches,  9,000/.;  'kerosene  oil  (mostly  Sumatran),  5,500/.;  rice, 
14,200/. ;  refined  sugar  (from  Hong-!Kong),  9,700/. ;  raw  cotton, 
7,000/.  (probably  Indian) ;  all  of  which  except  the  last  show  an 
appreciable  increase. 

The  number  of  passengers  who  travelled  by  steamer  to  ana 
from  the  stages  amounted  to  over  177,000,  against  180,000  in 
1899.     Hong-Kong  received  and  sent  130,000  of  this  number. 

With  the  exception  of  sugar,  raw  cotton,  and  a  few  other 
articles  of  small  value,  amounting  in  all  to  atbout  20,000/.,  none  of 
the  sundries,  I  think,  can  claim  a  British  origin.  Considerably 
over  one-half  consisted  of  eatables,  such  as  fishery  pixnlucts  and 
ground  nuts,  largely  from  China  and  Japan.  The  maximum  value 
of  imports  with  a  British  origin  may  be  put  down  at  about  45,000/., 
viz. :  cotton  goods  (after  deducting  Japanese,  3,000/.),  say  20,000/. ; 
woollens,  4,800/.  (2,800/.  retunied  as  British);  metals,  1,900/. 
(some  British) ;  sundries,  20,000/.  Of  the  exports,  25,400/.,  which 
consisted  principally  of  fruits,  vegetables,  pigs,  and  nut-oil, 
25,400/.  went  to  Hong-Kong  and  were  probably  mostly  consumed 
by  Chinese  there  or  in  the  Straits  Settlements.  Of  the  total 
value  of  281,000/.  odd  about  70,000/.  is  then  the  maximum  amount 
that  can  be  claimed  as  British.  Excluding  oil  and  American  flour 
(forming  about  12  per  cent.)  the  remainder  of  the  trade  may 
safely  be  put  down  as  nearly  all  Chinese  and  Japanese. 

As  r^ards  the  carrying  of  this  tratie  the  figures  are  more 
favourable,  the  share  of  British  ships  being  139,000/.,  or  about  49 
per  cent  It  is  a  somewhat  curious  fact  that  whilst  British  ships 
carried  six -sevenths  of  the  imports  into  Samshui  Chinese  carried 
more  than  one-half  to  the  stages,  the  ships  running  on  the  same 
line  and  under  the  same  conditions.  A  partial  explanation  may 
perhaps  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Chinese  companies  have 
agents  there  whilst  the  British  had  not. 

From  the  figures  given  above  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total 
trade  of  Samshui  and  the  four  stages,  amounting  to  636,000/.  odd, 
British  ships  earned  425,000/.,  or  about  66  per  cent.  As  i*egards 
the  value  of  imports  with  a  British  origin  and  exports  consumed 
in  British  territory  it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any  certainty. 
The  estimates  given  above  must  be  read  with  the  explanations 
attached  thereto. 

Under  the  vigorous  administration  of  the  Viceroy  Li  a  certain 


8AH8HUI.  11 

amount  of  energy  was  infused  into  the  local  civil  and  military 
officials,  and  as  a  result  of  the  more  efficient  patrolling  of  the 
river  and  numerous  executions  of  evildoers  the  hitherto  prevalent 
lawlessness  to  a  great  extent  ceased.  In  spite  of  the  troubles  in 
the  north  an  unwonted  tranquillity  prevailed  here  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  summer,  and  scarcely  any  piracies  were 
reported.  After  the  Viceroy's  departure,  however,  the  old  order 
of  things  was  not  long  in  returning.  Numerous  raids  were  made 
in  September  by  large  bands  of  armed  men  on  villages  (said  to 
be  Christian  for  the  most  part)  in  the  ueighbourhood  of  Kumchuk 
and  Kongmoon,  resulting  in  less  of  life  and  considerable  destruc- 
tion of  property.  Several  launches  and  boats  were  also  seized  and 
plundered,  and  a  number  of  men  raided  the  customs  station  at 
Kumchuk.  A  military  officer  who  had  seized  some  robber  chiefs 
a  little  way  down  the  river  was  surrounded  by  the  villagers  and 
compelled  to  give  up  his  prisoners.  A  robbery  was  committed  by 
four  men  in  broad  daylight  on  the  main  road  about  200  yards 
from  this  Consulate.  In  this  case  the  soldiers  turned  out  promptly 
and  captured  one  of  the  ofl'enders.  But  notwithstanding,  the 
lawlessnes  that  does  undoubtedly  to  a  certain  extent  exist,  the 
description  of  which  is,  however,  apt  to  convey  a  worse  impression 
of  the  state  of  the  country  than  facts  warrant,  I  see  no  reason  to 
alter  the  opinion  hazarded  in  last  year's  report  that  foreign  com- 
merce is  not  directly  affected  in  a  serious  degree.  How  far  it 
suffers  indirectly  by  the  disturbance  of  native  trade  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say,  without  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  inland  districts,  but  the  injury  is  probably  not 
so  great  as  is  supposed.  The  development  of  the  countiy  by  the 
improvement  of  the  waterways,  the  construction  of  rosids,  and  the 
working  of  mines  would  be  infinitely  more  beneficial  to  foreign 
trade,  and  have  more  lasting  effect  in  promoting  peace  and  good 
order  than  the  most  stringent  measures  of  repression.  It  is  vain 
to  hope  for  the  permanent  suppression  of  lawlessness  without 
dealing  with  the  chief  cause  of  it — poverty. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customa 
for  early  access  to  the  returns. 
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Annex  L— BETTONof  Principal  Articles  of  Iiiiporl  into  Samshui 


during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


1900. 

1899. 

Arddea. 

' 

'   Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

■ 

FOBUOM  GOOM 

1 

£ 

£ 

Cotton  goods— 
Shirtings,  grey  ... 

•  •  • 

Pieces 

43,429 

15,503 

87,779 

26,340 

white 

■  ■• 

1} 

45,610 

21.287 

78,480 

88,066 

«,        dyed  plain 

•  •■ 

»» 

786 

402 

2,142 

964 

„        figured 

•  ■• 

II 

4S1 

200 

822 

870 

T*dQitif 

•  •• 

»» 

14.809 

4,640 

28,813 

9,034 

Drills,  English  ... 

•  •> 

II 

1,518 

821 

2,744 

1,646 

Chintzes 

■  •  • 

ii 

1,849 

858 

3,500 

1,050 

Cambrics 

■  •• 

11 

1,314 

286 

2,758 

621 

Damasks 

•  •• 

11 

1,777 

1,241 

3,984 

2,988 

Uuslins 

•  a  • 

11 

686 

196 

448 

121 

Cotton-flannel   ... 

•  a* 

It 

820 

752 

1,986 

1,640 

„     Japanese 

•  •• 

ti 

®»S2! 

1,807 

10,998 

2,249 

„     cloth,  Japanese 

•  •■ 

II 

7,802 

1,341 

12,227 

2,069 

„     cmpe,  Jaiwnese 

•  •• 

,  ti 

1,836 

298 

2,186 

400 

,,     yam,  Indian 
Woollen  goods- 

••• 

•  •  • 

Lbs. 

1,464,266 

30,169 

6,284,588 

120,206 

1 

- 

Camlets,  English 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

Pieces 

1,798 

3,287 

4,206 

7,571 

Spanish  stripes  ... 

•  ■• 

■  •• 

11 

218 

480 

on 

1,808 

Clpih,  broad 

•  ■• 

■  •• 

Ik 

73 

364 

268 

1,246 

Metals— 

'  Iron,  nailrod     ... 

■  •• 

•  •• 

Lbs. 

12'.2,583 

427 

64,588 

218 

1,     oar ...       ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

II 

419,833 

1,708 

292,183 

988 

,.     nails 
Sundries— 

•  •• 

•  ■• 

II 

85,600 

497 

1,157 

174 

• 

Betel-nuts 

•  ■■ 

1  •  • 

II 

956,800 

6,905 

682,588 

8,895 

Cloth,  natire  and  otnkeen 

>■  • 

It 

13,600 

OiS 

18,000 

975 

Cotton,  raw 

•  •» 

•  »■ 

Lbs. 

164,133 

2,331     ' 

643,883 

9,409 

Dyes,  aniline     ... 

•  •• 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

1,622 

t.* 

2,040 

Fish  and  fishery  products 

■  •  « 

Lbi. 

],3M,466 

17,160 

1,203,431 

14,186 

J<lour,  wheat     ... 

t  •  • 

i« 

1,354.938 

5,662 

1,276,138 

5,347 

Gyptum 

Indutrabber  shoes 

... 

It 

724,266 

1,011 

304,133 

342 

•  •« 

Pairs 

6,670 

580    1 

6,288 

465 

JjtatinK 

•  «• 

Lbs. 

44,538 

1,295    ' 

zd'M 

87 

Hatches,  Japanese 

•  •• 

Gross 

268.528 

10,(300 

12,521 

Itedldnes 

»• 

•  M 

1 

2,301 

••• 

1,845 

Oil,  kerosene- 

American    ... 

•  •• 

Gallons 

•  li 

967,210 

6,S89 

169,000 

8,686 

KuBsiaii 

•  •• 

II 

^P'iJS 

.    J.?^3    , 

264,466 

i          4,681 

Sumatran    ... 

*•• 

11 

84,500 

1,891 

75,515 

1,876 

Oil,  groimd-Bat ... 

•  •  ■ 

Lbs. 

120,266 

l,42i    j 

108,866 

1,168 

„    spindle 

•  •  ■ 

It 

80,1^83 

209 

8,600 

24 

Paint       

•  •■ 

•  1 

25,S00 

467    < 

tt,400 

448 

I'^per      

*  •• 

It 

134.666 

V^ 

76,800 

1,146 

Pepper,  black  and  white 

•  •• 

II 

52,400 

40,008 

718 

Silk  piece-goods... 

•  a  • 

•  ■• 

ti 

\    .3!Sg 

ft,.'49 

6,0C0 

t^ 

6ngar,  white      ... 

»•• 

•  •• 

11 

i      722,838 

4,710 

672,400 

„      refined    ... 

•  •a 

f  •  • 

It 

210,583 

1,617 

2-28,188 

1,797 

Tobacoo,  leaf     ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

It 

377,066 

4.651 

206,266 

2,784 

„       prepared 

•  •• 

•  •• 

It 

338.933 

i<,e50 

153,338 

8,449 

Ultramarine 

«•• 

•  •• 

ti 

22,800 

i93 

'29,388 

492 

Varnish 

•  •• 

■  ■ 

It 

18,133 

486 

33,266 

749 

Wax,  white 

•  •• 

•  • 

II 

149,733 

19,612 

223,60) 

30,429 

,,     paraffin   ... 

•  •• 

•  • 

It 

38,138 

861 

5,200 

59 

Yams  (dye-root)... 

•  •• 

If 

■  ■ 

866,983 

8,080 

830,800 

•  •  * 

2,804 

Net  total... 

•  •• 

221,996 

•  •• 

Be-exports 

•  ■  ■ 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

... 

»•• 

962 

•  •« 

«•  • 

Gross  total 

•  •• 

222,958 

•  •  ■ 

851,025 

Native  Feoduci 

Indigo,  liquid 

•  •  • 

•  ■• 

Lb3. 

•  •• 

i       739,200 

4,388 

808,266 

4,547 

Cocoons      

•  •• 

•  •  • 

II 

•  ■• 

1          2,800 

207 

6,000 

484 

Tobacco  leaf 

e  goo( 

Is 

ti 

•  «  » 

•  •• 

1         16,983 

1 

208 

165,466 

1 

2,160 

Net  total,  nati\ 

5,559 

•  •• 

Be-exports, 

•  •  ■ 

•  •• 

14/    ' 

•  ■  • 

GroM  tokil. 

•  •• 

5.701     1 

10,970 

forci 

ign  goods 
native 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

222,958    1 

... 

351,025 

Total    imports, 
and  foreign 

1 

•  •« 

••. 

•  •• 

... 

1 

228,659 

t.t 

361,995 

• 

Annex  II. — RffrosH  of  priucipal  Articles  of  Export  ftom  Samahul 
(luring  the  Years  1900-1899. 


lltHdU. 

Bvi 

iti»ir 

CloLbing,  mltoii i 

Pipe 

raw,  »UIM             

t,Wl,IOI) 


ftIN 
Z3,UI3 


Annex  III. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Esported 
from  and  liuporteil  into  Samshiii  to  and  from  FLueij^n 
C'oinitiies  during  the  Yeara  1900-1899. 


Eiport 

.• 

IniporU. 

■  1903. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

Hong- Eon  g     .. 
Macso 

£ 

103,691 

£ 

118,3!  1 
2,12G 

£ 
223,1.50 
821 

330,357 
(=13 

Tolal 

11S,546 

71,037 

E22,8S3 

3S0,97O 

•  Eiporls  includM  ro-ciporta  nntiie  piwluce  (142i.J. 
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Annex  IV. — Bkt[JBN  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Samshui  during 

the  Year  1900.* 

Enteued  and  Cleared. 


Kationalilj. 


Steam. 


Number 

of 
VeBsels. 


Tons. 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Yessels. 


British    •  • 
Chinese  •• 
Amerioan 
Portuguese 

Total 


•  • 


639 

1,832 

15 

303 


110,401 

81,028 

2,187 

23,767 


2,289     I    217,383 


Number 

Tons. 

of 
Vesjels. 

Tons. 

27,043 

808 

137,444 

.. 

1,333 

81,028 

: 

15 

2.187 

•  • 

303 

23,767 

27,043        2,458        244,426 


*  This  return  does  not  include  vessels  pljing  under  tbe  Inland  Navigation 
Kules  {— 

Entebed  and  Clbabbd. 


Number  of 
YesseU. 

Tonnage. 

British 

Foreign  (all  Chinese)   •  • 

232 
6,188 

4,518 
86,488 

Total 

6,870 

90,956 

LONDON : 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Newckvjang  for  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  Fulford. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  May  80. 1901.) 

The  trade  of  Newchwang  suffered  severely  from  the  anti-foreign  Trade 
rising  of  the  Chinese  in  the  year  1900.  paralysed  by 

All  forecasts  of  this  extent  of  the  trade  were,  in  consequence,  '^?  Boxer 
entirely  overthrown,  and  comparison  with  the  figures  of  other 
years  seems  to  serve  no  purpose.  The  port  opened  after  the 
winter,  ice-bound  period  in  the  last  week  of  March,  and  by  the 
end  of  June  the  disturbances  in  the  interior  had  I'eached  a  pitch 
which  made  regular  business  impossible.  A  certain  amount  of 
export  trade  went  on  in  the  autumn  months,  but  the  figures  given 
below  practically  represent  three  months*  work,  in  place  of  the 
usual  eight  months  of  open  season. 

The  net  amount  of  the  trade  was  3,418,408/.,  compared  with  Total  trad« 
7,253,643/.  in  1899,  and  4,634,474/.  in  1898.    These  figures  do 
not  include  the  import  and  expoi*t  of  treasure,  which  amounted  to 
726,223/.  and  429,246/.  respectively  in  1900. 

Net  imports  amounted  to  1,638,237/.,  composed  of  foreign  goods  Import*. 
1,200,138/.  and  native  goods  438,099/.,  compared  with  4,161,281/., 
composed  of  foreign  goods  3,266,390/.  and  native  goods  894,891/. 
in  1899. 

The  principal  items  of  foreign  imports  in  1900  were :  opium,  Foreign 
19,911/. ;  cotton  goods,  644,047/. ;  woollen  goods,  29,330/. ;  metals,  ^PO'*'- 
52,048/. ;  sundries,  446,791/.    The  figures  for  1899  were :  opium, 
104,940/.;    cotton    goods,   2,033,700/;    woollen  goods,   50,690/.: 
metals,  119,536/. ;  and  sundries,  945,033/. 

Of  the  cotton  goods  imported  in  1900,  310,980/.  represents  Ctoiton  good* 
the  value  of  American  drills,  sheetings,  and  jeans,  the  figui'es  for  ^^^^l?^i 
which  were  65,108/.,  238,091/.,  and  7,781/.  respectively.    Japanese  f^m  rariou* 
cotton  goods  amounted  to  45,670/.,  and  Dutch  cottons  goods  to  215/.  ooontriet. 
The  bidk  of  the  remainder,  287,182/.,  were  British. 

In  foreign  sundries  the  heaviest  item  was  145,841/.  for  railway  Sundries, 
material.     Coals  amounted  to  45,317/.,  mostly  from  Japan  ;  flax, 
to  36,002/.,  mostly  from  America ;  American  oil,  to  32,448/. ;  and 
sugar,  to  34,235/.,  mostly  from  Hong-Eong. 

So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  the  origin  of  the  fovoign  Countries  of 

(820)  A   2      '      origin  of 
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foreign 
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goods  imported,  British  goods  account  for  366,784/L,  American  for 
379,429/.,  and  Japanese  for  104,206/.     But   this  leaves  a  large 
balance  of  imports,  and  it  is  impossible,  under  the  conditions  of 
local  trade,  which  looks  chiefly  to  Shanghai  and  not  to  foreign 
countries  as  its  source  of  supply,  to  ascertain  the  origin  of  such 
imports  as  are  included  in  the  long  list  of  sundries  and  metals. 
The  trade  of  Newchwang  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  southern 
Chinese  merchants  who   come   north   for  the  open  season  only. 
They  are  numerous  and  their  transactions   complicated.      It  is 
doubtful  if  they  themselves  know  the  origin  or  ultimate  destina- 
tion of  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  g(»ods  they  deal  in,  and  they  are 
suspicious  of  any  attempt  to  ascertain  the  details  of  their  ship- 
ments.    The  trade  with  Japan  is  the  most  distinct  and  direct. 
Imports  from  Japan  in  1900  are  given  in  the  customs  returns  as 
192,428/. 

The  total  net  exporte  in  1900  amounted  to  1,780,171/.,  com- 
pared with  8,092,3(i2/.  in  1899.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  export 
trade  suffered  less  proportionately  than  the  import  trade  by  the 
disturbances.  Goods  to  the  value  of  606,145/.  went  direct  to 
foreign  countries,  and  the  balance  1,174,026/.  to  Chinese  ports. 
Destination  of  Of  tlie  latter  a  small  proportion  is  destined  for  export  to  foreign 
aboTe.  countries,  but  details  are  impossible  to  obtain  here.     Of  the  goods 

shipped  direct  to  foreign  countries  merchandise,  to  the  value  of 
526,108/.,  went  to  Japan.  The  export  trade  to  all  other  foreign 
countries,  whether  direct  or  indirect,  is  inconsiderable. 

Beans,  bean-cake,  and  bean-oil  formed,  as  usual,  the  bulk  of 

the    exports.      The    figures    were    6,731,504    cwts.,    and    value 

1,496,696/.,  compared  with  10,984,352  cwts.,  and  value  2,496,763/. 

in  1899. 

Large  amount        An  unusual  feature  in  the  trade  was  the  large  amount  of  goods 

of  re-e:iport«.  both  foreign  and  native  re-exported.     The  former  amounted  in 

value  to  68,077/.,  and  the  latter  to  39,068/.     During  the  September 

quarter,  when  matters  were  at  their  worst,  there  was  more  business 

done  in  re-export«  than  in  imports,  the  native  merchants  hasten- 

•    ing  to  put  as  much  of  their  property  a«  possible  out  of  harm's 

way. 

The  figures  for  shipping  do  not  show  as  much  falling-oS'  as 
those  for  trade.  In  addition  to  the  ships  included  in  the  return 
there  were  a  good  many  vessels  which  arrived  as  transports  for 
liussian  troops  and  stores.  The  British  total  was  augmented  by 
seveml  ships  formerly  under  the  Chinese  flag,  which  were  trans- 
ferred to  British  ownerships  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities. 

The  native  passenger  returns  show  29,862  brought  into  the 
port  and  66,995  taken  away  from  the  pore  by  foreign  ships.  The 
bulk  of  these  men  were  from  or  going  to  Chefoo.  There  was 
naturally  an  exodus  of  railway  coolies  when  work  ceased,  and  this 
port  was  glad  to  see  the  departure  of  the  few  thousand  employed 
on  the  Chinese  railway,  for  they  were  a  menace  to  the  peace  of 
the  place  as  soon  as  their  work  and  wages  were  stopped. 
Progress  of  When  operations  were  suspended  in  the  middle  of  June,  the 

Chinese  Chinese  railway  was  running  daily  trains  from  here  to  Shan  Hai 

rail  way. 
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and  oil. 


Shipping. 


Native 

passenger 

trafllOf 
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Kuan.  The  earthworks  on  the  Hsin  Min  Ting  extension  were 
nearing  that  town.  The  line  was  not  much  damaged  by  the 
Boxers.  In  fact,  trains  were  kept  mnning  by  the  Chinese 
between  Shan  Hai  Euan  and  Chin  Ghou  all  through  the  trouble, 
and  the  Kussians  on  working  their  way  along  the  line  in  October 
found  it  in  good  order.  Between  Chin  Chou  and  Newchwang 
two  ]arge  temporary  bridges  had  gone,  and  a  short  portion  of  the 
line  had  been  torn  up,  but  it  is  expected  now  (April,  1901)  that 
the  Kussians  will  soon  be  able  to  run  trains  through  to  this  port. 

Tlie  Kusso-Chinese  line  was  running  trains  from  Port  Arthur  ProgwM  of 
to  Tich  Ling,  some  40  miles  north  of  Moukden.     This  line  was  ^^Jj^ 
more  damaged  but  more  quickly  repaired  for  military  purposes,  railway. 
It  is  being  rapidly  pushed  forward.     Construction  trains  can  now 
go  to  Kai  Yuan,  'Jo  miles  north  of  Tich  Ling.     Work  is  a^so  going 
on  from  Harbin,  near  Hulan  on  the  Sungari  River,  and  the  two 
ends  will  meet  this  summer.      From   Harbin   there  is  already 
connection  for   construction    purposes   with   Vladivostock.     The 
distance  in  a  straight  line  from  Newchwang  to  Harbin  is  about 
500  miles,  and  from  Harbin  to  Vladivostock  about  400  miles.   The 
railway  line  is  of  course  much  longer. 

There  was  happily  no  reappearance  in  1900  of  the  bubonic  Bubonic 
plague  described  in  my  last  report.     The  disease  had  completely  ^^^1^^ 
disappeared,  but  the  port  suffered  to  some  extent  from  the  bad  "®  "^  PP 
reputation  it  had  incurred  by  the  epidemic  of  1899,  and  vessels 
from  Newchwang  were,  with  what  was  r^arded  here  as  excessive 
caution,  subjected  to  medical  inspection  at  Shanghai,  for  fear  that 
the  pest  might  again  visit  us  in  the  summer. 

Despite  the  troublous  times  a  new  feature  was  introduced  into  Newchwang 
the  trade  of  the  port  during  the  year.     The  Newchwang  Steam  ^team  Feny 
Ferry  Tug  and  Lighter  Company  commenced  work  with  one  small  LiSiter 
tug,  the  ss. "  Guilcar,"  and  three  lighters.  The  want  of  such  facilities  Company 
for  dealing  with  cargo  in  this  harbour  where  wharfage  accommoda-  estawiahed. 
tion  is  limited  has  long  been  felt.     In  default  of  much  local  work 
last  autumn,  the  tug  and  lighters  were  chartered  by  the  British 
Transport  OflScer  for  work  at  Shan  Hai  Kuan,  where  a  large  amount 
of  stores  for  the  foreign  troops  had  to  be  hastily  landed  at  the  end 
of  the  season. 

The  Boxer  risicg  did  not  affect  this  port  till  towards  the  Local 
end  of  June.     On  the  13th   of  that  month   Boxer  drilling  was  B^Jf^^risU?  *^^ 
reported  in  the  town.     On  the  15th  missionaiy  refugees  from  towns    ^*^'  "^^"g* 
in  the  interior  between  Newchwang  and  Shan  Hai  Kuan  and  the 
Chinese  railway  foreign  employes  came  in.    They  had  received 
warnings  from  Tientsin.    Their  arrival  created  some  little  excite- 
ment among  the   natives.      On    June    23    a   falise  alarm   was 
raised  about  11  P.M.  that  an  attack  upon  the  foreign  quarter  was 
imminent.     Next  day  most  of  the  ladies  and  children  of  the 
European  community   left  the  port.     At  this   time  the  native 
authorities  and  merchants  were  still  sanguine  that  no  local  out- 
break would  occur.    But  after  the  anti-foreign  decrees  of  the 
lattei  days  of  June  reached  Moukden,  the  provincial  Government 
allowed  the  Boxers  a  free  hand.     On  June  30  the  Protestant 
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Missions  in  Moukden  were  sacked.  All  foreigners  in  connection 
therewith  had  previously  eseaped  to  this  port.  On  July  2  the 
French  Mission  in  Moukden  was  destroyed,  and  the  Bishop  and 
his  staff  were  murdered.  This  wes  followed  by  the  gradual 
destruction  of  all  mission  stations  in  the  province. 

Still  Newchwang  remained  quiet.  The  Chinese  Governor 
(Taotai)  behaved  well  and  kept  control.  Up  to  July  26  we  hoped 
that  we  would  tide  over  the  crisis.  On  that  day  the  Bussian 
troops  made  an  attack  upon  the  barracks  of  the  Chinese 
garrison  close  to  the  town,  and  the  Taotai,  who  had  assured  his 
people  that  so  long  as  they  observed  the  peace  the  foreigners 
would  do  the  same,  felt  that  he  was  losing  his  influence  over  the 
more  turbulent  spirits  among  the  population.  Meanwhile  the 
news  of  events  at  Taku,  Tientsin,  and  elsewhere,  and  of  the  out- 
rages at  Moukden  and  the  attitude  of  the  provincial  authorities 
was  spi^ading  and  the  excitement  increased. 

On  July  28  the  Eussian  Consul,  hearing  a  rumour  that  a 
Eussian  captive  was  held  in  the  native  city,  wrote  to  the  Taotai 
that  he  must  be  given  up  immediately,  or  if  anything  happened 
to  him  the  city  would  be  bombarded.  The  rumour  was  false,  but 
the  threat  gave  rise  to  great  alann.  On  August  3  the  Kussian 
Consul  informed  the  Taotai  that  next  day  being  a  Russian  festival 
a  salute  of  31  guns  would  be  fired  by  the  Eussian  gunboat  lying 
in  the  river  off  the  town.  The  Taotai  protested  that  this  would 
terrify  the  townspeople,  and  he  feared  that,  under  the  impression 
that  they  were  being  attacked,  the  anti-foreign  party  might  attempt 
some  violence  against  the  European  quarter. 

Next  morning  early  the  lawless  element  of  the  town  evidently  got 
the  upper  hand  and  advanced  against  the  barricades  guaixling  our 
end  of  the  city.  One  barricade  was  efficiently  defended  by  the 
volunteers  of  the  foreign  community.  The  Eussian  forces  then 
took  possession  of  the  town,  and  a  Eussian  Civil  Administration 
was  provisionally  established.  The  foreign  community  remained 
under  assurances  from  the  Eussian  authorities  of  the  enjoyment  of 
their  treaty  privileges. 

The  disturbed  state  of  the  interior  during  the  autumn  rendeied 
the  transit  of  goods  almost  impossible  and  trade  virtually  ceased. 
Matters  improved  during  the  winter,  and  cart  traffic,  though  not 
so  brisk  as  usual,  was  fairly  large. 

In  converting  into  sterling  the  silver  values  given  in  the  customs 
returns,  I  have  followed  the  rate  circulated  by  His  Majesty's 
Consul-General  at  Shanghai,  of  is.  l^d.  to  the  Haikwan  tael. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Bowra,  Commissioner  of  the  Impei  ial 
Maritime  Customs,  for  early  access  to  the  returns. 
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Aunex  I. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  at  Newchwang 

during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articlet. 


FoftMAN  iMrovn. 

JIBIWB         (««  ■••  •«•  •«• 

>BHUI  •■«  m%m  •••  ••■ 

II^IMTM    •••  •••  •••  ••• 

BOIICO        •••  •••  ••«  ••• 

CottoQ  good*— 

Drflla,  AniBrfcaa         

ItaliaiM,  plain  Md  flgared    ... 
LuUngi     „  „ 

Prints,  plain 

Sbeetlngi,  Amorioan 

Sbiitingt— 

tirey  and  plain         

White,  plau  ...        

AnvDvS  «••        .••        ...        ••• 
Tani|  Indian     ...       ...       .— 

II    JapanoM  •••       

Woouan  good»~ 
Italiaa  cloUi,  plain  and  flgnrfd 
fawlngi,  plain  and  flgnred    ... 


Lilt. 


ft 


'lOQT         •••  •«•  •••  ... 

Maoblnaiy         ...       ...       ... 

Matches,  wood,  European     ... 


II 


00,  kerosene,  Amerioan 


II 


Ballway  plant  and  |natei1«Is ... 
Sugar,  hrown,  wnlte  and  eandy 


Pieces 

II 
II 
II 
It 

If 
II 

Ovta. 

II 

Pieces 
fi 

Tons 
Cwts. 

... 
Otobs 

11 
Gallons 

»i 
... 
Cwts. 


•  K  • 

•  •• 


Nativi  iMioan. 

Cloth,  natire,  and  nankeens    ...Cwts. 
^^oai  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  lOBS 

Opiain        ... Cvfts. 

8flk  piece-goods „ 

Sugar,  brown,  white  and  candy  ,     „ 
Tobaooo,  prepared  „ 

TTUOHv  ...  ...  ...  ...  „ 


I 


QoantHy. 


126,101    ' 
4,980 
100 


...        684,877 

...i        80,545 

28,628 

47,694 

...     1,101,766 


119,688 
42,921 
17,965 

200,482 
60,616 

0,808 
8,986 

8,781 
88,088 


87,187 
825»008 
...;  2,282,060 
...!      205,000 

...|       1^880 


18,467 
21,427 


1,804 

188,294 

19.818 

49,745 


1900. 


Value.     '   Quantity. 


105,485 

8,762 

118 


808.M7 
52,168 
16,887 
28.566 

686,687 

51,604 

16,767 

12,140 

718,964 

147,866 

10,297 
16,267 

9,684 
15,728 
10,281 
11,556 

8,988 
60,855 

4,186 

602,n8 

86  288 


110,374 
17,eiO 
26,762 
186.878 
118.667 
61,122 
16,670 


17,988 

1,820 

8 


116,525 
80«651 
14,800 
26,906 

426,118 

62,548 
80,471 
18.072 
80,046 
10,548 

5,688 
8,870 

86,994 
81,867 

49i050 
805,060 
688,180 

5d,Q00 

52,007 


8,081 

9,161 
157 

1,047 
106,665 

5,496 
47,868 


^ 


Value. 


17,772 

2,012 

8 

118 

65,108 
86»885 

0,194 

17,626 

288,091 

31,066 
14,188 
10,144 
127,867 
85,768 

5J20 
8,408 

45,317 

86,002 

8,941 

7,2» 

18,219 

82,148 

1,080 

146k841 

84,285 


59,198 
7,863 
10,796 
88,714 
84,736 
18,638 
15,609 


Annex  II. — Rkubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Newchwang  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Articles. 


Bean-cake 
Benns 
Bean-oil 
Briitlea .  • 
Hides,  cow  and  buffalo 
Medioinea         .  • 
Melon  feeds 
Silk,  raw,  mild., 
refuse 


1889. 


1900. 


Q.ufttttifcy. 


Cwt8. 
5,215,900 
6,678,055 

190,887 
986 


88,006 

16^680 

7,918 


'X'alue.       I    Quantity,     i       Vidue. 


£ 

1,006,705 

1,840,019 

150,009 

6,025 

17,191 

20,208 

364,894 

81,907 


Cwti. 

£ 

8,466,946 

612,761 

2,997,406 

688,914 

867,160 

200,021 

786 

4,517 

6,001 

15,016 

17.862 

55,620 

82,951 

4,992 

117,112 

4,280 

20,643 
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Annex  III. — ^Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Newchwang  direct  to  and 
from  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Country. 


Exports. 


Imports. 


United  Kingdom 

Hong-Kong 

British  America 

United  States  • . 

Russian  Manchuria 

Bussia  by  sea   .  • 

Cor.iinent  of  Europe 

Japan     . 

Formosa 

Corea 

Java 


•  • 


\ 


Total 


1899. 


22 

88»293 


588 

1,213,769 

1,300 

•  • 

1,308,972 


1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

531 

29,530 

491 

66,135 

298,712 

160,714 

• . 

1,314 

11,440 

•  • 

140,565 

55,014 

312 

20,714 

• » 

•  * 

17,785 

« • 

•  • 

11,479 

•  • 

526,106 

258,600 

192,428 

10,661 

.  • 

•  • 

687 

13,179 

6,247 

2,494 

•  • 

•  • 

606,928 

791,878 

416,334 

Annex  IV. — Ketubn  of  all  Vessels,  Foreign  Owned  or  of  Foreign 
Type,  which  have  Entered  the  Port  of  Newchwang  during 
the  Year  1900. 


• 

Sailing. 

St 
Number 

eam. 

T« 
Number 

otal. 

Kationalitj. 

Number 

» 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Yesaels. 

Vessels. 

Y  e^seis. 

American           •  •        *  • 

1 
I 

•  • 

1 

1 
1,216 

1 

1,21^ 

A  ustro-  H  ungarian 

•  • 

1 

989 

1 

989 

British    •  •          » •  i        5 

2,495 

127 

121,386 

132 

123,881 

Chinese   ..         ..        .. 

a  • 

24 

15,734 

24 

15,734 

German  .. 

•  • 

40 

38,700 

40 

33,700 

Japanese . . 

•• 

160 

130,826 

160 

130,826 

Bussian  •, 

.  a 

6 

1,932 

6 

1,932 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian. .         •  • 
Total 

• » 

•  . 

14 

13,661 

14 

13,661 

5 

2,495 

373 

319,444 

378 

321,939 

„     1899.. 

22 

12,748 

560 

,    490,461 

1 

582 

503,209 

NoTB.— The  clearances  for  1900  were  exactly  the  same  as  the  entries,  excepting 
one  British  steamer  of  16  tonsi 
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Repoii  on  tJie  Trad^  of  Chcfoofor  the  Tear  1900 

iiy  Mr.   CONStJL  tuATifAN. 
(Rccoivod  at  Foreign  OfRce,  June  10,  VM.) 

r 

The  troublous  times  of  1900  have  left  their  mark  on  the  trade  The  Boxer 
of  Chefoo,  but  nothing  like  to  the  same  extent  as  in  tlic  other  outbreak, 
two  ndttMern  treal^  pol-ts.  The  starjing  point  of  the  Boxer 
outbreak  was,  indeed,  in  the  province  of  Shahtung,  and  with  the 
ordinary  tun  of  Chinese  official  in  command,  there  is  little  doubt 
thrtt  Ihfe  various  districts  would  have  been  tlie  scenes  of  that 
bloodshed  iilid  anarchy  that  have  prevailed  elsewhere,  and  that 
tradfe  would  llaVe  siifltered  accordingly.  Ik  was  fortunate,  however, 
thsit  the  ttp^isitig  foiind  in  cliarge  a  (Joverrior  who  was  wise  enough 
to  tealif^e  tlie  madness  of  it,  find  wlio  proceeded  with  an  energy 
not  6fte1i  displayed  ih  China  to  take  every  possible  step  to  keeii 
ordoi'  withiii  his  jurisdictioii,  and  to  sweep  away  tlic  fanatical 
hoidfes  <frho6e  'Watchword  Was  the  annihilatica  of  jtho  foreigner 
and  all  his  works,  (jovernor  Vimn  happily  hr.d  uhder  him  some 
10,000  troops,  thoroughly  well-armed  and  disciplined  and  devoted 
to  their  chief.     Witli  the  ordinaiy  type  of  native  soldier  he  woidd  ' 

probably  navo  nfever  attempted  the  task  before  him.  With  his 
own  trained  nidn  he  successfully  comT)leted  wliat  lie  set  out 
to  do.  Some  thousands  of  trie  Boxer  revolutioiilsts  ^fere  sliiin 
and  mpsi  qf  the  remainder  'yvere.  driv.eii  fj'oui  the  province. 
XaturallJ^  this  result  was  not  obtained  without  considerable 
disturbance  of  the  ordinary  life  of  the  inhabitants  and  of  the 
ordinary  conditions  of  trade.  The  Boxer  cult  included  virulent 
hatred  of  everything  foreign,  even  down  to  buttons  and  thread, 
and  iiderchants  were  disinclifted  to  send  consignment^  of  foreign 
goods  into  the  interior  utitil  they  were  as^ureil  on  which  aide,  of 
the  fence  the  provincial  authorities  would  descend,  and  whether 
they  would  be  a})le  to  remiiin  on  the  side  they  had  cjiosen. 

This  win  account  in  Some  measure  for  a  decline  in  foreign  Ita  effect  on 
imrports   in    1900   of   some   270,000/...    a^id.  native   imports   were  **"^^*'' 
adver5iely  affected  to  a  slight  tiegree.     Native  exports,  whicfi  on 
the  basis  of   l»Sl)tS-9J)  might  have  been  (»x(H'Cted  muler  oKlinaiv 
(«28)  A  L> 
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circumstances  to  show  a  large  advance,  increased  by  10,500/.  only. 
The  decline  in  the  total  trade  of  1900  was  a  little  over  202,000/., 
and  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  result  was  not  more 
unfavourable.  The  customs  revenue  showed  a  sympathetic 
decrease  of  gome  19,000/. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  trade  of  the  last  three 
years : — 


Imports — 
Foreign 
Native 

Exports — 

Native 


Total 


•  • 


Yalae. 


1898. 


2,861,058 
691,008 

1,189,804 


•  • 


4,241,860 


4,609,194 


1899. 

1900. 

£ 

£ 

2,085,228 
925,988 

1,818,817 
918,518 

1,597.988 

1,614,586 

4,846,916 


British  trade. 


In  converting  and  comparing  values  the  Haikwan  tael  has 
been  reckoned  at  3s.  1:J^^.  for  1900  and  other  years. 

It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  what  proportion  of  the  trade  of 
the  port  is  actually  British,  that  is  to  say,  what  are  the  quantities 
and  values  of  goods,  being  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  her  dependencies,  that  are  landed  at  Chefoo 
and  what  are  the  quantities  and  values  of  Chinese  goods  and 
manufacturer  that  are  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  her 
dependencies.  There  is  no  local  association  of  British  merchants 
or  Chambers  of  Commerce  which  might  assist  in  furnishing  such 
data.  The  only  figures  bearing  on  the  point  given  by  theicustoms 
returns  are  as  follows : — 


Gross  import  of  foreign  good«  from  Great  Britain    . 

„  „  „  Hong-Kong 

Export  and  re-export  of  native  goods  to  Hong-Kong 
Re-export  of  foreign  goods  to  Hong-Kong     . . 


Value. 


£ 

61,076 

222,687 

114,407 

6,611 


Foreign 
imports. 
Opium. 


And  these  items  do  not  throw  much  useful  light  on  the  question. 
The  import  of  Indian  opium — Malwa  and  Benares— which 
i^  1899  suddenly  increased  to  nearly  three  times  the  average 
amount  of  the  previous  10  years,  an  increase  attributed  to  the 
failure  of  the  Shantung  poi)py  crop,  exhibits  a  reaction  in  1900, 
though  the  amount  of  124,650  lbs.  is  still  more  than  double  the 
average.  A  similarly  high  increase  in  the  native  drug— from 
Ssiich'uan  chiefly — which  rose  from  its  average  import  of 
8,400  lbs.  to  114,700  lbs.  in  1900,  is  somewhat  unexpected.     It 
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is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  figures  dealt  with  represent 
goods  passed  through  the  foreign  customs,  and  it  is  j)robable  that 
mucli  of  the  native  opium  which  would  in  the  ordinary  way  liave 
entered  Sliantung  by  land  from  Ssiich'uan  througli  the  native 
customs  was  diverted,  on  account  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
Yellow  River  provinces,  to  the  water  route  down  the  Yangtse  and 
by  sea  to  Chefoo.  The  net  result  is  that  the  import  of  opium, 
foreign  and  native,  has  risen  to  some  four-and-a-half  times  its 
average  of  the  last  10  years,  the  total  figures  being  239,232  lbs. 

Tlie  import  of  cotton  goods  declined  almost  without  exception  Cottons, 
in  1900.  Shirtings  dropped  over  87,000  pieces ;  T-cloths,  41,000 ; 
drills,  27,000 ;  sheetings,  33,000 ;  and  towels,  10,000  dozen.  The 
Indian  T-cloth  is  coming  into  favour  again,  whilst  American  jeans 
are  gradually  ousting  their  British  rival.  Indian  and  Japanese 
sheetings  are  also  making  their  way.  Yarn  showed  a  decrease 
of  70,000  cwts.,  the  import  of  the  Japanese  product  being  five 
times  greater  than  that  of  the  British  and  Indian  article 
combined. 

The  import  of  woollens,  never  a  very  important  item,  fell  to  Woollens, 
insignificant    proportions,    and    metals    shared    in    the    general  Metals, 
depression. 

The  import  of  aerated  waters  to  the  value  of  some  2,000/.,  Sundries, 
and  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  to  the  value  of  nearly  10,000/.  is  a  Mineral 
somewhat  novel  item.     I^arge  quantities  of  these  luxuries  found  cigarettes, 
their  way  to  the  north  for  the  use  of  the  foreign  troops.    The 
ordinary  native  looks  with  a  certain  amount  of  awe  on  a  bottle 
of  explosive  water  and  does  not  indulge.     Cigarettes,  however, 
are  now  to  be  found  on  every  hawker's  stall.    They  are  largely 
made  in  Shanghai  from  American  tobacco.    The  pictures  of  female 
beauty  enclosed  in  each  packet  enjoy  much  favour,  and  I  have 
seen  them  adorning  the  stand  of  a  vendor  of  religious  articles  at 
the  door  of  a  native  place  of  worship. 

The  import  of  foreign  coal  amounted  to  some  50,000  tons,  of  Coal, 
which  20,000  tons  were  CardifiF,  declared  for  customs  purposes  at 
6*i5.  a  ton,  and  30,000  tons  Japanese,  declared  at  20^.  a  ton.  The 
native  Kaiping  coal,  of  which  30,000  tons  were  imported  in  1899, 
dropped  to  10,500  tons  in  1900,  declared  at  15,s.  Id.  a  ton.  The 
mines  were  abandoned  when  the  Boxer  outbreak  became  acute, 
and  they  suffered  damage  from  water  and  other  agencies,  but  are 
now  gradually  being  got  into  working  order  again. 

The  presence  of  the  foreign  troops  in  the  north  accounts  in  Flour, 
some  measure  for  the  import  of  American  flour  to  the  value  of 
68,000/.,  though  this  article  finds  increasing  favour  with  natives 
of  the  better  class. 

The  gradual  extinction  of  the  tnule  in  European  matches  in  Matches, 
favour  of  those  of  Japanese  manufacture  is  best  shown  by  the 
following  figures : — 
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Year. 


i  olMt  ■•                 ••                 ••                 •• 

18d£         

JloVQ'  ••              ••              ••               •< 

1897         

1808        

l^JUfV  •>           ••           ■•           •• 

1900        


Quantity. 


Kuropsan. 

Groia. 
290,824 
259,025 
168,125 
106,420 
110,808 
55,7«6 
0,701 


JajMoese. 


Gross. 

132,841 

614,100 

719,414 

1,855,886 

1,2T2,050 

l,3a%d44 


Kerosene. 


Soap. 
Machinery 


Kalive 

imports. 

Cottons. 


Jobs  paper. 


Sugar. 


Tlie  Japauese  ai'ticle  is  of  convenient  aize,  well  made,  and — 
most  im})ortant — cheap. 

liussian  kerosene,  which  figm^s  tirst  in  1895  at  a  third  of  the 
import  of  the  American  article,  is  by  way  of  succumbing  to  its 
rival,  the  returns  for  19Q0  being  4,627,852  gallons  American, 
against  21 0,490  gallons  Kussian. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  a  steady  increase  in  the  import  of  soap, 
valued  for  190U  at  4,800/. 

Machinery  to  the  value  of  1,337/.  came  in.  The  prsospects  in 
this  direction  are  small  enougli  at  present.  Tliere  are  a  few  silk 
lilanda  where  steam  is  used,  and  there  is  one  Hour  mill  worked  by 
machinery. 

Of  cotton  goods  manufactured  by  native  steam  factories,  an 
imi)ort  of  5,260  pieces  drills  and  1,100  pieces  sheetings  ia-  to  be 
noted,  whilst  yarn  ran  up  to  its  highest  iigure  since  the  enteiprLse 
was  inaugurated — 21,200  cwts. 

An  import  of  33,225/.  worth  of  joss  paper  makes  one  wonder 
what  the  sum  total  spent  by  the  nation  on  sacrificial  observances 
amounts  to. 

The  following  figures  show  how  lairge  a  part  sugar  plays  in*  the 
domestic  economy  of  the  Chinese.     The  imports  for  1900  were  : — 


Value. 


Foreign. 


Native* 


Sugar— 
Browu . .        . .        • . 

White 

Preserved       . .         •  • 
Ca«4y 

Total 


£ 

47,878 

40,882 

12,437 

8,-299 


48,665 
15,732 

6,70a 


108,408 


71,007 


Native 

exports. 

Bcancake. 


A  total  value  of  179,593/. 

Silk,  straw-braid,  beuucake,  and  vermicelli  continue  to  bo  tlie 
staple  exi»orts.     The  beancakc,  of  which  nearly  70,000  tone,  valued 
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at  over  25:^,000/.,  were  exported  in  1900,  goes  cliiefly  to  SwatOw 
and  other  southern  districts  to  be  used  us  manure  for  the  sugar 
plautatioDK. 

The  drain  of  cattle  from  the  jjrovinces,  which  was  noted  fir;$t  Cattle, 
hifcit  year,  still  keeps  up.  Against  r),150  head  in  lvS99,  there  were 
0,740  head  exported  in  1900,  valued  at  something  under  nl.  a 
head.  The  hulk  went  as  before  to  Port  Arthur  and  Vladivostok. 
Jiindcrposf;  was  very  i)revalent  in  the  summer,  and  the  native5>, 
knowing  little  and  caring  nothini;  about  isolation  an<l  ])rcvcnuve 
measures,  sustained  serious  losses.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what 
etiect  this  continued  withdrawal  from  the  province  of  beasts  so 
largely  used  in  agriculture  will  ultinuitely  have  on  the  prospects 
of  the  farmers. 

Over    5,000,000    eggs    left  the    port,    chiefly    for    Kussian  IJggs. 
possesgions. 

The  following  report  on  the  silk  trade  for   1900   has  been  Silk 
kindly  supplied  to  me  by  a  local  firm  : — 

This  trade,  in  common  witli  all  other  imlustries  in  North 
China,  suffered  seiiouslv  from  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
province,  and  there  were  no  **  seasons"  practieall}'  all  though  the 
year.  The  Chiugchow-fu  district  was  closed  to  foreigners  and 
almost  to  all  buyers,  owing  to  the  insecure  state  of  the  roads, 
before  the  sprincj  market  had  fairly  opened.  The  Tussah  trade, 
however,  was  fairly  suppliinl  all  tli rough  from  the  Yaln  IJiver 
districts  through  the  port  of  Tatungkou,  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
was  not  STO affected  bv  the  disturluuiccs.  The  i)vod:iction  of  yellow 
silk  was  estimated  at  about  2,1^00  boxes  in  tlie  year  under  review, 
as  compared  with  .'>,*)00  boxes  in  1899,  a  falliug-off  of  about  3;Jptr 
cent.,  which  was  attributed  to  the  inferiority  of  the  silkworm  of 
this  season.  The  supplies  from  Manchuria  were  not  forthcoming 
this  year.  Coarse  spinnings  were  more  in  evidence,  meeting  with 
greatesT  demand,  and  consequently  commanding  higher  prices  than 
they  have  done  in  other  years.  In  brown  tussah  or  wild  silk  the 
falling-off  was  move  marked,  there  being  only  about  3,000  boxes, 
as  agaiu9t  nearly  douWe  that  quantity  in  1899.  The  impoi^ts  of 
native  spun  tussah  from  Newchwang  were  only  about  one-quarter 
(500  boxes)  of  the  bulk  of  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  the 
impijrtation  of  tussah  cocoons  from  Tatungkou  exceeded  that  of 
18f)9  by  about  25  per  cent,  namely,  15,000  baskets  as  compared 
with  12,500  baskets.  At  the  opening  of  the  year  there  were 
10  filatures,  native-owned,  in  operation,  but  of  tliese,  two  were 
closed  during  the  year,  both  with  heavv  deficits,  (^ne  new  fila- 
ture  on  a  large  scali^  under  British  auspices,  has  been  constructed 
and  will  shortly  be  in  running  order.  On  the  whole  the  year  was 
looked  upon  as  unsatisfactory  to  the  native  merchant,  prices 
generally  ruling  against  him. 

I  have  been  courteously  furnished  by  a  British  firm  with  the  StrAwbraid. 
following  report  on  straw -braid: — 

The  extremely  low  prices  pn^vailing  in  home  markols,  and 
conseciuontly  oflcring  here  for  almost  all  classes  of  China  plail. 
imd  a  tendencv  to  retard  production  durintr  the  fiist  few  hnnitlis 
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of  the  year,  after  which  the  influence  of  tlie  impending  Boxer 
troubles  began  to  be  felt,  and  for  a  time  seriously  checked  the 
flow  of  supplies.  The  Chinese  appeared  to  be  demoralised 
and  indifferent  to  the  requirements  of  foreign  buyers,  and  this 
feeling  was  intensified  by  the  old-time  theory  that  foreigners 
cannot  do  without  China  plait,  and  that  therefore  they  would 
have  to  accept  whatever  was  put  before  them.  Subsequently,  on 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  the  Governor  of  Shantung  sought  to 
impose  a  tax  on  all  produce  in  order  to  provide  funds  for  military 
purposes.  This  for  a  time  caused  considerable  uneasiness  amongst 
the  native  merchants,  whose  opposition  to  the  import  was  very 
keen,  until  they  found  that  by  passing  their  produce  through 
German  territory,  and  availing  themselves  of  Tsingtao  as  a  port  of 
shipment,  they  could  evade  the  squeeze,  which  was  finally 
abandoned,  although  some  produce  in  transit  had  been  seized  in 
order  to  enforce  it.  No  new  features  of  any  particular  interest 
have  been  introduced  into  the  industry,  and  production  has  con- 
tinued on  the  old  lines  of  four  and  seven  end,  with  a  few  fancy 
patterns  in  whole  straw,  and  similar  makes  in  split  straws,  in 
which  have  been  added  a  small  quantity  of  wide  patterns  com- 
posed of  15  to  30  straws.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  supplies 
from  Tientsin  districts  found  their  way  overland  to  Chefoo,  as 
they  used  to  do  in  former  years,  before  the  general  adoption  of 
the  transit  pass  system  on  the  waterways  to  Tientsin.  This  course 
seems  likely  to  continue  as  long  as  troubles  last  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Tientsin.  The  following  table  gives  the  export  from 
Chefoo  for  the  last  10  years : — 


Year. 


Chinese. 


1891 

1892 

1898 

1894 

lOvO      ••  (t  ..  •• 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 


Bales. 

13,591 

19,758 

21,803 

25,373 

24,407 

24,696 

24,375 

24,954 

17,403 

18,059 


Quantity. 


Foreign. 


Bales. 

16,138 

17,950 

80,868 

23,880 

13,484 

7,557 

9,884 

7,221 

7,529 

8,583 


Total. 


Bales. 

29,729 
37,708 
42,166 
48,703 
37,841 
32,253 
34,209 
82,175 
24,982 
26,642 


Lace. 


A  small  but  promising  industry  has  been  started  by  "  the 
Chefoo  Industrial  Mission,"  under  the  management  of  Mr.  James 
McMullan,  in  the  way  of  the  manufacture  by  hand  of  silk  and 
linen  lace.  Some  40  native  girls  are  employed  in  the  schools, 
and  a  largo  number  of  women  are  also  engaged  in  the 
work  in  their  own  homes,  principally  in  the  district  south-west  of 
Chefoo.    The  lace  is  made  from  carefully  selected  silk  or  pure 
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Transit 

passes. 

Shippinij^. 


linen  tliread  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  some 
exceedingly  good  designs  are  turned  out.  Samples  have  been 
sent  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  America,  and  Australia,  and 
have  been  very  favourably  reported  on.  The  lace  is  cheap  and 
beautifully  made,  and  will  command  a  large  sale  when  its  merits 
are  more  widely  known. 

Brushmaking  is  another  branch  of  manufacture  taken  up  Brushes, 
by  the  Industrial  Mission.  The  bristles  are  purchased  in  a  rough 
state  and  sorted,  and  the  wood,  glue,  and  all  materials  used  are 
local  products.  Shoe,  stove,  scrubbing,  horse,  clothes,  and  hair 
brushes  are  made.  The  good  work  and  low  price  should  obtain 
an  extensive  market  for  these  articles. 

There  is  no  transit  pass  trade. 

The  total  tonnage  entering  the  port  in  1900  was  1,072,820  tons, 
as  against  l,»j62,512  tons  in  1899.  In  the  number  of  ships  Japan 
headed  the  list  with  473,  but  many  of  these  were  small  craft  of 
strange  and  ancient  build,  attracted  thither  by  the  chance  of 
making  something  out  of  the  needs  created  by  the  troubles  in  the 
north.  The  United  Kingdom  came  next  with  458  ships,  but 
their  tonnage  approached  double  the  amount  of  the  more  numerous 
Japanese  vessels.  Then  followed  Germany  with  205,  who  is 
pushing  her  trade  vigorously.  After  Eussia  with  143  entries 
Ciune  China  with  the  low  total  of  115.  On  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  with  the  foreign  Powers,  all  Chinese  steamers  were 
transferred  for  safety  to  other  flags.  Of  the  total  foreign  and 
coasting  trade  the  United  Kingdom  took  53*82  per  cent,  the 
next  on  the  list  being  Japan  with  14*07  per  cent.,  6md  of  the  total 
dues  and  duties  paid  to  the  Customs  the  United  Kingdom  contri- 
buted 47*76  per  cent. 

The  traffic  under  the  "  Inland  Waters  Kegulations  "  increased 
considerably  in  1900,  the  bulk  of  the  trade  being  under  the 
Japanese  flag.     The  entries  were  as  foDows : — 


Inland 
waters 
navigation. 


NationaUty. 


J  apanese  ••         ••         ••         •• 

BriUsh 

Russian 

Chinese 

Total 

ff      XoVo      •  •  •  • 


Number  of 

Yessels. 


Tons. 


20,671 

5,432 

514 

70 


26,687 
5,872 


The  trade  was  all  to  and  from  three  small  ports  on  the  coast  west 
of  Chefoo,  the  exports  from  Chefoo  consisting  chiefly  of  cotton  goods, 
cotton  yarn,  and  kerosene,  with  treasure  in  sycee  and  dollars  to 
the  value  of  about  72,000^.  The  imports  into  Chefoo  were 
mostly  beans  and  silk  cocoons,  also  treasure  to  the  value  of  some 
21,000/. 

There  is  a  considerable  movement  of  native  coolies  to  and  fro  Coolie  traflle. 
between  Chefoo  and  Port  Arthur,  Newchwang,  and  Vladivostok. 
They  are  used  by  the  Bussians  on  railway  and  other  work,  and  are 
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oiiiployecl  cbieily  during  the  temperate  seasons,  returniuj^  to 
Sliantung  in  the  winter.  There  was  a  traftic  each  way  in  1900  of 
some  00,000  coolien. 

The  railway  and  mining  enterprises  in  Shantnng  were  effectually 
interrupted  by  the  r>oxer  rebellion.  Damage  was  done  to  the 
German  line  from  Tsingtao,  but  the  matter  has  now  been  settled 
and  the  re(|uired  compensation  paid.  Trains  are  running  from 
Xii  Ku  Kou  to  Kiaoehow  and  the  continuation  to  Kaomi,  near 
the  present  limit  of  the  Oerman  zone,  is  expected  to  be  ready 
shortly.  The  next  step  will  be  to  Wei  Hsien,  where  Cierman 
miners  have  resumed  their  work,  and  the  intention  is  finallv  to 
carry  on  the  line  to  Chin-fu,  the  capital  of  the  province,  with  a 
branch  to  the  Poshan  coalfields.  The  effect  on  the  future  pro- 
spects of  Chefoo  likely  to  be  caused  by  the  advance  of  Tsingtao 
as  a  trading  port,  and  by  the  railway  facilities  which  it  will  pro- 
1  »ably  offer  in  the  near  future  tire  worthy  of  consideration.  A  far- 
seeing  c^^rrespondent,  writing  in  the  leading  Shanghai  newspaper 
nearly  eight  yeai-s  ago,  before  the  acquisition  of  Tsingtao  was 
thought  of,  argued  in  favour  of  the  expediency  of  opening  a  new 
port  in  Shantung  more  conveniently  situated  for  purposes  of  trade 
than  Chefoo,  and  he  fixed  un  Tsingtao  as  the  best  place.  His  state- 
ments are  deserving  uf  careful  notice,  and  I  am  tempted  to  quote 
them.  He  savs: — The  new  Oliinese  fort  and  naval  station  at 
Tsingtao,  on  the  east  side  of  Kiaoehow  Bay  in  Shantung,  seem  to 
point  to  that  place  as  a  practicable  harbour  for  future  commerce. 
For  a  year  or  more  I  have  been  studying  that  bay  from  a  lands- 
man's standpoint,  and  am  convinced  that  if  good  anchorage  can  bi^ 
found,  we  have  in  that  locality  the  key  to  the  future  development 
of  Shantung  resources.  J'hat  portion  of  the  province  lying  east 
of  the  Yellow  Eiver  and  Grand  Canal  has  but  one  inlet  and  out- 
let for  commerce,  namely,  Chefoo.  But  Chefoo  as  a  port  not  only 
lies  at  a  greater  distance  from  Shanghai  than  the  geography  of 
Shantung  would  warrant,  but  also  lies  with  reference  to  the  great 
interior  in  the  most  inconvenient  position  imaginable. 

The  following  table  of  comparative  distances  will  aid  in 
showing  the  gx'eat  superiority  of  a  port  on  Kiachow  Bay  over 
any  other  location.  The  cities  selected  are  the  piinoipal  marts 
for  foreign  goods  now  dependent  upon  Chefoo  as  a  port  of 
entrance : — 


City. 


Wcibsien..  ..         ..         •« 

Ichow      ..  

Cbinm    ..  •• 

Choutfu^..  .«         «« 

Pingtu     . .  . . 

Chingohow  ••         .. 


BLstancc  from  — 


Chefoo. 


U. 
620 
1.100 
1,100 
9C0 
ISO 
740 


4,940 


Ttingluo. 


Li. 

^50 
560 
800 
600 
100 
450 


2^900 
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This  shows  a  saviug  in  favour  of  l-aiiigUio  of  2,000  li  {my  700 
iHiles)  in  the  delivery  of  goods  at  these  six  distributing  centres, 
and  any  one  conversant  with  the  rude  and  expensive  means  of 
overland  transportation  in  Shantung,  need  not  he  told  that  tliis 
saving  in  distance  represents  a  proportionate  decrease  in  the 
selling  price  of  goods,  and  hence  a  marked  increase  in  the  demand 
for  these  imports.  Besides  this  difference  in  distances  there  is 
also  an  important  difference  in  the  routes  traversed.  The  "  great 
road"  fi*oni  Chefoo  to  Chinanfu  passes  through  Weihsien  City. 
The  207  miles  between  Chefoo  and  Weihsien  follow  the  trend  of 
the  northern  coast  of  Shantung,  and  hence  cross  all  streams  near 
their  mouths,  where  the  greatest  possible  interruption  occurs 
during  the  rainy  season.  The  road  from  Tsingtao  to  Weihsien 
crosses  but  three  streams  of  (my  consequence,  and  two  of  these 
could  be  avoided  if  a  port  could  be  established  on  the  west  side 
of  the  bay,  say  somewhere  near  Kiaochow  City.  The  remaining 
stream  is  crossed  at  a  point  70  miles  from  its  mouth,  where  it  is 
not  subject  to  long  continued  floods  and  seldom  interrupts  traffic. 
Then  again  Tsingtao  is  but  20  hours  from  Shanghai,  whilst  Chefoo 
is  a  full  48  hours  distiint,  with  the  dangerous  promontory  inter-  • 
vening  which  is  a  constant  menace  to  commerce.  Now  a  word 
as  to  the  advantages  to  China.  An  outlet  for  Shantung  products 
is  more  important  to  the  Chinese  than  an  inlet  for  imports. 
What  exports  has  Shantung  that  do  not  find  ample  outlet  by  the 
existing  treaty  ports  ?  Many.  The  straw-braid  trade  is  one  that 
can  be  indefinitely  developed  to  the  gi^eat  advantage  of  China. 
This  trade  is  already  followed  by  many  villages  as  far  south  as 
Ichowfu,  but  the  long  distance  to  Shaho,  the  present  market,  and 
the  lack  of  a  more  convenient  market  prevent  the  industry  from 
developing  as  it  should.  Again,  the  centre  of  the  bean-cake  trade 
is  at  Ichowfu,  whence  immense  quantities  of  this  product  are  now 
wheeled  by  barrow  to  the  north  sea  coast  at  ruinous  prices  to  the 
purchaser  and  starvation  wages  to  the  poor  barrowmen.  A  mucii 
shorter  haul  to  Kiaochow  would  be  to  the  profit  of  all  concerned. 
Again,  there  is  the  great  interior  pongee  silk  trade  which  is  being 
crushed  out  by  competition  simply  for  laclc  of  better  facilities  for 
export.  As  to  natural  resources,  the  wealth  of  Shantung  in 
minerals  is  an  open  secret.  Gold,  silver,  lead,  and  iron  exist  in 
paying  quantities  within  two  days'  journey  of  Kiaochow.  Bitu- 
minous coal  measures  luiderlie  the  low  hills  70  miles  to  the  north- 
west. Chimai,  adjacent  to  Kiaochow  on  the  east,  abounds  in 
marketable  products,  both  mineral  and  vegetable.  All  these 
I'esources,  in  exchange  for  foreign  goods,  would  not  only  make  the 
new  port  a  success,  but  would  tend  to  build  up  the  shattered 
fortunes  of  multitudes  of  Chinese. 

Tshigtao  is  now  a  German  port,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  to 
what  extent  Chefoo  will  suffer. 

A  German  industrial  syndicate  holds  from  the  Ciiinese  Govern-  Mining.' 
ment  a  mining  concession  covering  an  area  described  by  a  radius 
ot*  80  miles  with  Chefoo  as  tlie  centre.     They  contemplate  niaking 
a  prospecting  survey  shortly,  and  expect  to  find  gold  amongst 
other  minerals. 


12  CHEFOO. 

Beiidents.  The  number  of  foreigners  within  the  Chefoo  jurisdiction  is 

returned  as  nearly  600.  The  Chefoo  schools  of  the  China  Inland 
Mission  account  for  some  200  of  these,  and  there  are  about  200 
in  the  missionary  body.  Chefoo  is  a  favourite  resort  for  visitors 
in  the  summer,  but  there  is  a  want  of  house  accommodation  and 
much  need  of  a  new  hotel  run  on  modern  lines. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  for  granting 
me  access  to  the  returns  of  his  office. 


C^EFOO, 
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Annex  I. — Retubn  of  Principal  Artiolea  of  Import'  into  Cbefoo 

during  the  Years  1899-1900, 


1900. 

1899. 

▲rtldM. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

FonJ|f  B  Inpofto-* 

£ 

£ 

Opium,  Indtan  .*• 

••• 

••■ 

Cwts.       ... 

1,113 

105,890 

1,684 

139,847 

8Urtiag»- 

Orej,  plain ... 

••• 

•ee 

JrlOOeB        •.• 

190,065 

82,600 

271,257 

80,163 

White,  Dlain 
Dyed,  wain... 
„     tipired 

••• 

••• 

II              ••• 

80,040 

87,268 

78,765 

28,811 

••• 
e»e 

ti              ••• 
It              ••• 

9,649 
6,904 

5.092 
8,868 

15,194 
8,696 

6.832 
4.831 

T-doiha 

••• 

••« 

II              ••• 

1        79,097 

2.V81 

108,290 

30.289 

Indian 

•«• 

••• 

II              ••• 

5,205 

1,454 

775 

203 

Japanow     «• 
Difflla- 
EngUah       ..« 

»•• 

••• 

II 

41,923 

18,013 

58,175 

16,284 

•  ee 

••■ 

II              ••• 

9,546 

4,889 

8,785 

4.158 

iTwini 

••« 

••• 

11              ••• 

1       102,769 

57,483 

180,484 

68.452 

Engliih 

•  •e 

ee* 

II              ••• 

1,840 

942 

2.020 

905 

American    .« 

•  ee 

•  • 

If              ••• 

10,095 

4,700 

9.210 

3,955 

Sheetingi— 

BdcUsIi       ... 
Inoan 

•  ee 

••• 

11              ••• 
•1              ••• 

12,231 
M9i 

6,644 
2,302 

12.888 
8,347 

6.572 
1,578 

American    ... 

•  «« 

••• 

II              ••• 

401,169 

211,695 

488,771 

226,206 

Ji^aneae     ... 

••• 

•  •• 

II              ••• 

7,801 

3,518 

3.040 

1.444 

CliintBae 

•  ■• 

••• 

f«              ••• 

39,944 

14,879 

48,218 

14,710 

Turkey-red    .^ 

■  •« 

■  •• 

1*              ••• 

21,614 

9,582 

22,331 

8,308 

Laatingi 

•  •• 

••• 

II 

83,071 

21,558 

87.908 

22,57tf 

Italians 

••« 

••• 

•t             ••• 

44,956 

27,910 

53,916 

28,468 

Towels 

■  •  • 

•  ■  > 

Doaen     ... 

52,947 

2,635 

63,251 

2,878 

„       Japanese 

•  •• 

•  •• 

II          ••■ 

4,936 

541 

4,9b3 

399 

Yam— 

English       ... 

■  •• 

•  e« 

Cwts. 

1,826 

8,628 

1,211 

8,306 

Indian 

•  •• 

•  •• 

II          ••• 

17,053 

45,579 

21,014 

57,143 

Japanese    ... 

•  •e 

•  •• 

li          ••• 

90,727 

254,397 

156.072 

437,311 

Woollen*— 

Lastingt         ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

Pieces 

1,440 

2,145 

3,281 

4,638 

Italian  cloth  ... 

e** 

•  •• 

II          ••• 

1,698 

1,921 

5,930 

6,139 

Metals* 

Iron— 

NaUrod      ... 

«•• 

e«« 

Cwts. 

11,143 

6,230 

25,760 

9,225 

Bar 

•  ■• 

••• 

II 

3,465 

1,581 

6,000 

2,043 

Old 

•  •■ 

—9 

11           ••• 

108,806 

23,677 

157,840 

31,286 

Sundries— 

Aerated  waters 

•  •• 

••« 

•«• 

••• 

1,906 

■  •• 

1,122 

Candles 

•  •  • 

— 

Cwt9.         ... 

1,025 

2,673 

847 

2,182 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

«•• 

... 

•  «« 

9,821 

•  •• 

3,287 

Coal- 

Cardiff 

Japan 

••• 
••• 

e«a 

Tons 
II 

19,668 
30,168 

61,941  \ 
30,435/ 

29,860 

82,460 

Dyes,  aniline     ... 

••• 

•  •• 

»•• 

••• 

17,176 

... 

18.900 

Floor,  American 

•  •• 

•  •« 

.«• 

••• 

68,103 

... 

62,095 

Ginseng,  Corean 

••• 

••• 

Cwts.       ... 

200 

50,503 

258 

65.890 

Hatches 

•  «• 

e«* 

Oitiss 

9,791 

1,387 

55,766 

7,863 

„        Japanese 

•■• 

••• 

AK             ••• 

1,328,244 

44,388 

1,272.050 

86.841 

Neeoies   .».       ••. 

•  •• 

•  •■ 

HiUe 

839,330 

10,206 

808,540 

9.112 

Kerosene- 

American 

•  ■• 

••• 

Gallons    ... 

4,627,862 

141,048 

3,342.890 

71.862 

Bnssian 

••e 

•  •t 

•1 

216,490 

5,494 

401,150 

8.226 

beaweeu  ...       ... 

•  •• 

eea 

Cwta. 

58,728 

15,082 

69,044 

16.562 

Soap        ••.       •«• 

•  <■ 

••• 

■.. 

•  •• 

4,806 

... 

4,135 

Sugar—! 

Brown  ...       ••• 

•  ■• 

•  ■t 

II 

88,633 

47,378 

133.676 

66,767 

White  ...       ... 

••• 

•  •■ 

II          ••■ 

54,340 

40,382 

70,145 

48,833 

Beflned.x       ... 

•M 

••• 

•1          ••• 

14,454 

12,437 

25.425 

20,502 

Candy  

••• 

•  »• 

,,          ... 

9,361 

8,299 

8,083 

6,860 

Native  importt— 

Cotton- 

Drills   

•  •• 

»•« 

Pieces 

6,250 

2,200 

«•• 

... 

Sheetings 

«•• 

••■ 

11          «•• 

1,100 

597 

940 

467 

Yam     ...       ... 

•  •■ 

••• 

Cwts. 

21,201 

56,888 

7,290 

18.376 

Cloth       

■  •• 

••• 

II          ••• 

2,871 

14,974 

2,480 

12.432 

Coal,  Kalping    ... 

e«« 

••• 

Tons 

10,572 

8,204 

80.472 

22.854 

Col  ton,  raw 

•«« 

•  •• 

Cwts. 

21,444 

42,480 

10,128 

17.882 

Opium,  natire   ... 

•  •• 

■  •  • 

It          ••• 

1.024 

46,985 

187 

8,090 

Paper      

■  •e 

••• 

II          •• 

58,252 

66,9  J  5 

62,061 

56,967 

„    Joss         ... 

••• 

•«« 

II          ••• 

10,671 

33,226 

6,151 

17,156 

Biue        

•  ee 

eae 

II          ••• 

635,467 

265,116 

748.456 

818,680 

J 
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Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Chefoo  during  the 

Years  1900-1899— contimted. 


Articles. 


Naflve  Imports— fionttnuM- 
Sifk- 


teco'goods    ... 
Smw— 

Brown 

White 

Candy  

wheat     ... 
Other  im^om    ... 

total    ... 


■  «• 


Cwts. 


tt 
11 

...       )i 


I 


II 


•  •  a 


1900. 


^iaantity.  !      Value. 


676 
275 

91,041 

21,169 

T.ftftS 

1S8,758 


£ 


26,420 
21,89C 

48,665 

16,732 

6,700    I 

a6,S65    ! 

4»2,252    • 

2,782,380    f 


1890. 


QnwtfA^I     Valae. 


I,2f8 
8(l» 

htImi 


^1,709 

36,284 

6,010 

41,571 

500.236 

2^1^10,163 


Tftble  IL— Retubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  CH'efoo 


JijfAStm 


I       II'"  > 


during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


4* 


Mi 


i*i*i 


ArticlM. 


1900. 


1890. 


CwtF. 

QcjanUty. 
...'    l,i82.C9» 

'falue. 

Quantity. 

Talue. 

Ilctiicako    ... 

■  •■ 

252,376 

1,255,496 

2.K},9f«8 

li^aiii,  various 

•  ■  • 

■  •> 

»• 

...'         83,955 

25.351 

47,868 

15,537 

Cutilo 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

Head 

9,740 

45,3s0 

6,150 

2i,u:» 

K^rS.  fre»h 

■  •• 

•  ■■ 

Pieces 

...     5,t54  18ii 

6,440 

6,927,344 

7,143 

Fisli,  dried  and  ta\t 

•  ■• 

Cwts. 

.5a,-.'f.3 

24,6(0 

66,832 

30.463 

llroHnd-nuu 

■  ■  • 

It 

129,161 

87.04d 

til  ,054 

2l,30ti 

OvounU-nut  oil 

■  ■  • 

ff 

10,292 

19,116 

39,53i 

40;il7 

Wlfc^ 

IWw,  will  to 

•  •  • 

II 

8i3 

12.324 

370 

11154 

„     yvliovv 

•    r    « 

II 

4,031 

169,748 

10,311 

382.^37 

.      „     wJUl 

■   •  • 

i» 

10,168 

'J4(<,b34 

7,b51 

220,095 

Kffua.-      ... 

... 

»• 

10,Ki2 

31,8.^3 

I4,14i 

33,012 

i'l^cc-poorfa 

•  r  « 

11 

133 

,  7.IG5 

123,563 

9:) 

6,834 

rorigee-H   ... 

•  •• 

ii 

3,098 

8.495 

08,760 

StrawbralU— 

H'Mtc       ... 

•  •« 

II 

33.614 

197,211 

83  289 

166,0&0 

Si  (It  r  led    ... 

•  •  • 

!• 

5.318 

36,H39 

4,101 

28,491 

.   tljcA  nn<l  coloured 

*■• 

•I 

...         .  3,728 

24.305 

*«• 

w«  • 

VermioclU  ... 

*  •  • 

•  ■• 

II 

lfcO,7rd 

160,266 

174,400 

150,096 

Other  exports 

•  •  • 

■  a  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

^92,169 
1,^14,586 

... 

144,568 

Tot  111 

*  ■  • 

... 

1,544,339 

( 

•    *  1- 

• 

•  ' 

■                       •    « 

•          ••• 

L 
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Table  III. — Rrturn  of  all  Shippiag  at  the  Port  of  Chefoo 

during  the  Year  1900. 

Enterbd. 


1 

Sailing. 

Steam.            i 

i 

Tota. 

1 

Nationality,      i 

1 
Number 

1 

Number 

1 

1 

1 

Number 

1 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

1 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .. 

2 

1,895 

456 

439,411 

458 

441,806 

Ohiuese  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

115 

1        95,236 

115 

95,236 

Japanese . . 

•  • 

•  • 

478 

268,888  1 

478 

258,888 

German  .. 

2 

8,287 

203 

151,468 

205 

154,755 

BuBsian  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

143 

1        62,746 

143 

62,746 

Swedish  and  Noi^ 

wegian.  •         • « 

« • 

• . 

28 

26,407 

28 

26,407 

American           . .  '• 

2 

2,746 

22 

'        20,501 

24 

23,247 

Other  nationalities; 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

18 

10,236  , 
1,064,892 

18 

10,235 

Total           ..' 

6 

7,928 

1,458 

1,464 

1,072,820 

„    1899..; 

.  1 

15 

11,048 

1,681 

1,351,464 

1,646 

1,862,512 

HlkAred. 

* 

Saillilg. 

Sleatn. 

Totnk 

Kationalily. 

Namber 

1 

>' umber 

1 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Veasels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    .  • 

2 

1,895 

456 

439,343 

458 

441,288 

Chinese  .. 

•  ■ 

•  • 

117 

96.308 

117 

96,308 

Japanese . . 

•  " 

. . 

471 

257.067 

471 

257,067 

Qerman  .. 

2 

3,287 

203 

151,468 

205 

154,755 

Russian   . . 

a  • 

•  • 

144 

62,758 

144 

62,758 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

, 

1 

wegian 

.  • 

•  • 

28 

26,407 

28 

26,407 

American 

2 

2,746 

22 

20,501 

24 

23,247 

Other  nationalities 

1 

18 

i        10,235 

18 

10,235 

Total 

!         6 

7,928 

1,459 

1,064,082 

1,465 

1  1,072,010 

1899 

15 

11,048 

1,630 

1,852,648 

1,645 

1 

1,368,696 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Wenchow  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul  Wilkinson. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foieign  Office,  June  17, 1901.) 


Table  showing  Total  Value  of  the  Trade  of   Wenchow  during 

the  Years  1900-1896. 


Value, 


lear. 


Lnpoi 

Foreign   .. 

NatiTe 
Exports 

Total    .. 


1900. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

£ 

120,102 
58,859 
45,484 

£ 

127,447 

1  4}f,725 

73,505 

£ 

108,119 
86,986 
63,578 

£ 

108,806 
29,685 
50,840 

£ 

104,986 
22,261 
53,290 

218,946 

243,677 

208,678 

188,281 

180,637 

KoTB.— The  rate  of  exchange  was  for  1896,  8«.  4<<. ;  1897,  3«. ;  1898,  28,  lOd. ; 
and  in  1809  and  1900,  8#. 


A  comparison  with  the  recently  published  returns  of  the  T<>**1  *""*•• 
Chinese  Imperial  Man  time  Customs  for  1900  will  show  that 
commerce  at  Wenchow  fluctuated  in  harmony  with  Chinese  trade 
as  a  whole.  The  year  1899  was  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  record 
year ;  1900  came  next,  but  only  by  a  small  advance  on  1898.  Up 
to  1899  progress  was  constant. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  advance  which  made  1899  the 
record  year  was  mainly  due  to  foreign  imports.  As  regards  native 
imports  the  honours  fall  to  1900.  In  the  matter  of  exports,  how- 
ever, 1899  still  holds  the  palm,  the  figures  for  1900  being  the 
lowest  entered  since  1894. 

There  was,  in  short,  a  healthy  natural  increase  in  the  trade  of 
the  port  from  1894  up  to  the  close  of  1899.  This  increase, 
indeed,  continued  well  into  1900,  and  but  for  the  suicidal  policy 
of  the  central  Government  in  encouraging  or  inciting  anti-foreign 
demonstrations  last  summer,  would  have  gone  far  to  enable  that 
year  to  rival  1899. 

(634)  ▲  2 


WKNCHOW. 


Imports. 

Hindrances 

and 

impediments. 


J  unk  trade. 


Imports 
of  190(X 

-Cottons. 


At  the  same  time  local  causes  were  at  work  in  1900  to  affec^ 
our  returns  quite  independently  of  the  outbreak  against  fore^ers. 
Floods  gravely  impaired  the  earlier  rice  harvest,  necessitating  an 
import  of  36,450  taels  worth  of  rice,  where  none  had  been  needed 
in  1899.  The  tea  crop  was  damagod  by  the  same  excessive  rains, 
accounting  largely  for  the  fall  in  the  tea  export,  from  268,807  taels 
in  1899  to  138,896  taels  in  1900,  a  fall  in  itself  nearly  sufficient  to 
explain  the  difference  in  t.he  total  exports  for  those  two  years. 

To  deal  in  detail  with  the  varying  fortunes  of  each,  even  of 
tlie  principal  articles  of  import  and  export,  during  the  five  years 
under  review  would  take  up  too  great  space.  The  figures  for 
tliose  years  are  given  in  the  accompanying  tables  (Nos.  2  and  3), 
and  for  further  paiticulars  reference  should  be  had  to  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Chinese  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  during  1897-99. 
In  the  present  report  attention  will  be  paid  more  especially  to  the 
tiade  of  1900,  the  customs  returns  for  which  have  not  yet 
appeared. 

Wenchow  imports,  whether  foreign  or  native,  are  as  a  rule  of 
an  inferior  cla&s.  This  is  due  to  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  that  to  the  imperfect  development  of  natural  resources  and 
to  artificial  checks.  The  condition  of  affairs  remains,  in  short, 
much  as  I  reported  it  to  be  in  1892.  The  China  Merchants' 
Steam  Navigation  Company  stiil  holds  a  practical  monopoly  of 
steam  transport  between  Wenchow  and  Shanghai,  and  is  able  to 
keep  up  its  high  rates  for  freight  and  passage.  Wenchow  is  Still 
unconnected  by  telegraph  with  the  outside  world,  and  in  the 
pi-esent  depleted  condition  of  both  the  local  and  the  provincial 
treasury,  is  likely  to  remain  so  ibr  some  time  to  come.  No  effort 
is  made  to  exploit  in  any  scientific  way  the  iron  deposits  of  the 
interior.  Capitalists,  native  no  less  than  foreign,  shun  the  port, 
and  Ch*uchou,  the  sister  city  on  this  river,  prefers  to  draw  the 
bulk  of  her  supplies  of  foreign  goods  from  Lanch'i,  on  the 
Ch'ient'ang,  four  days  over  the  mountains,  rather  than  buy  them 
here,  because  the  Wenchow  dealers  cannot  aftord  to  give  credit. 
Finally,  as  Appendix  V  will  show,  the  likin  here  is  very  heavy. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  a  disturbing  element  which  makes 
it  far  from  easy  to  estimate  the  actual  value  of  the  Wenchow 
trade.  Junks  in  increasing  number  run  to  the  port  from  Shanghai 
and  Ningpo,  from  Foochow  and  Amoy,  and  across  from  Formosa. 
They  export  paper,  tobacco,  and  poles,  and  bring  back  sugar,  sea- 
weed, and  Chinese  cotton  yam,  but  neither  exports  nor  imports 
are  taken  cognisance  of  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  or 
enter,  consequently,  in  the  returns  appended  to  the  present 
report. 

When  examined  in  detail,  and  when  due  allowances  are  made 
for  the  adverse  circumstances  of  last  year,  the  import  trade  of 
1900  was  not  unsatisfactory.  The  demand  for  cottons,  though 
below  that  of  1899  and  1897,  was  equal  to  that  of  1896,  and 
above  that  of  1898.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  place  of 
T-cloth  is  said  to  be  now  largely  taken  by  a  cheaper  and  poorer 
Indian  cloth,  40  yards  to  the  piece  and  40  inches  in  width.  This 
is  used  chiefly  to  line  tea  bags. 
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Indian  yam  has  steadily  fallen  since  1896.     How  great  the  yarn, 
change  has  been  a  comparison  of  1895  and  1900  will  show — 


Quantity. 


1895.         I  1900. 


Picul«. 
Inoaaxt     ..         .«         .•         ..  1,095 

Japanete •         ..  182 


Picu'8. 
480 
519 


Cbinrso    ••         6  3,549 


These  are  the  figures  for  the  steamer-borne  yarn  alone,  if  those 
of  the  junk  trade  were  available,  the  displacement  of  Indian  by 
Chinese  yam  would  be  still  more  marked. 

Woollens  have  been  fairly  steady  for  the  last  six  years,  but  Woollen*, 
the  impoit  is  only  half  that  of  the  palmy  days  of  1891-93.  The 
reason  seems  to  be  the  increasing  import  of  raw  cotton  from 
Hankow  and  Ningpo,  and  its  use  as  wadding.  Woollens  are  a 
luxury,  and  will  not  be  bought  until  either  their  price  m  silver 
falls  again  or  the  opening  up  of  the  country  sufficiently  enriches 
the  natives. 

In  the  matter  of  metals  there  is  little  that  is  noteworthy.  Metals. 
Copper  from  Japan  predominates,  and  is  largely  used  in  the  local 
industry  of  wire-drawing  for  fishins  nets.  A  minor  product  of 
Wenchow  is  pewter- ware,  and  for  this  spelter  is  imported  under 
special  permit  from  Shanghai,  while  zinc  comes  from  Europe  in 
sheets. 

The  record  year  for  aniline  dyes  was  1899,  but  1900  was  not  a  ^^i»oel- 
bad  second.     Fans,  chiefly  Cantonese  or  Straits  palm  fans,  but^*^'*** 
including  also  cheap  Japanese  paper  fans,  were  at  their  best  in 
1896.     The  ginseng  import  was  good  in  1900,  the  poorer  kind 
coming  from  Japan,  the  dearer,  vi&  Japan,  from  Corea. 

Japanese  matches  are  giving  way  before  their  Shanghai  rivals, 
having  fallen  from  59,850  gross  in  1891  to  14,000  gross  in  1900, 
while  Shanghai  have  risen  to  50,600  gross  in  1900  from  7,000 
gross  in  1897. 

In  kerosene  oil,  the  inroad  of  Sumatran  and  Itussiun  upon  Kerosene 
American  is  very  noticeable.  The  American  recoi*d  year  was 
1893  (385,500  gallons),  the  Sumatran  was  1898  (241.500  gallons), 
while  Russia  now,  in  1900,  heads  the  list  with  581,700  gallons, 
American  having  fallen  to  97,900  gallons.  American  is  admitted 
to  be  Superior  to  Bussian,  but  it  is  a  whole  5  c.  dearer  per  case 
(2  dol.  85  c.  as  against  2  dol.  80  c),  and  that  tells  against  it  \a  ith 
this  impecunious  folk.  The  kerosene  tins,  by-the-bye,  for  the 
most  part  go  back  to  Shanghai  filled  with  wood  oil  and  native  tar, 
to  again  journey  to  Wenchow  with  kerosene. 

Foreign  sugar  reached  its  height  in  1900,  both  in  brown  and  Sugar, 
white,  the  chief  increase  being  in  the  latter.    Native  sugar  was 
equal  to  that  of  1899,  and  not  far  below  the  record,  1898. 
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Exports. 


lith. 


Oranges. 


Tobacco. 


ICittjsols. 


Poles. 


Transit  trade, 


Treasure. 


Opiura,  as  recorded  at  the  Maritime.  CHstems,  t^bowedolily 
half  the  import  of  1899.  This  is  to  be  largely  accottntad  for  bjr^ 
the  circumstance  that  the  regular  steamer  being  transferred  to  the 
American  flag  was  precluded  from  caiTying  it 

The  advance  in  the  total  of  native  imports  was  largely  due  to 
the  13,500  piculs  of  rice  and  the  4,281  piculs  of  wheat,  necessi- 
tated, as  we  have  seen,  by  the  failure  of  the  earlier  home  crops. 
At  the  same  lime  the  improvement  in  native  imports  as  a  whole 
has  for  years  been  steady.  Cotton  yarn  in  1900  nearly  main- 
tained its  figure,  while  for  matches  that  year  was  a  record. 

The  first  half  of  the  year  was  favourable  enough  for  exports, 
but  at  the  finish  it  was  found  that  1900  waa  the  worst  on  the 
list  since  1894.     The  best  is  1899,  then  1895,  then  1898. 

Tea  formed  some  45  per  cent  of  the  export  of  1900,  aad  the 
falIing-o£f  shown  is  due  not  so  much  to  failure  in  the  crops 
(though  these  were  affected  by  the  floods)  as  to  the  lack  of  capital 
and  reduced  number  of  dealers,  and  to  an  increase  in  the  likin. 
A  great  deal,  however,  left  by  junk  for  Hong-Kong  and  South 
China,  and  it  appears  that  the  area  of  cultivation  continues,  even 
if  slowly,  to  increase. 

The  crop  of  oranges  was  a  good  one,  but  the  chief  market  for 
the  fruit  is  in  Tientsin  and  Peking  for  transmission  to  Mongolia ; 
and  when  the  season  arrived  those  cities  were  in  foreign  hands  and 
native  trade  at  a  standstill.  Consequently  1900  proved  the  worst 
year  of  the  decade.  Stocks  were  either  held  over  or  were  sold  at 
poor  rates  in  Ch*uchou. 

Tobacco  leaf  reached  a  lower  ebb  than  had  been  the  case  since 
1893 ;  it  was  less  than  half  1899,  and  less  than  one-sixth  of  the 
record  year  1898.  The  reason  is  to  be  found  partly  in  the  fact 
that  Japan  has  put  on  a  heavy  duty  (27  dol.,  I  believe,  per  picul, 
or  at  present  rates,  some  90  per  cent  od  valorem*)  in  ord»r  to 
encourage  the  Formosan  plantations,  ajid  partly  because  Wenchow 
tobacco  is  only  in  demand  at  Hong-Kong  when  there  has  been  a 
failure  in  Manilan. 

Kittysols  and  kittysol  frames  have  been  fairly  levd  for  the 
last  five  years.  The  finished  umbrella  sells  €tt  Newchwang  and  in 
Mongolia,  the  frame  goes  mainly  to  Shaagbai  and  Loochow  to  be 
fitted  with  better  covers. 

There  was  a  great  falling-ofi*  in  poles,  \mt  this  may  be  more 
apparent  than  real,  as  large  quantities  now  leave  by  junk.  The 
sight  is  sufiiciently  quaint,  for  the  poles  straiq)ed  to  either  side  of 
the  vessel  often  treble  its  width,  and  comp}etely  conceal  its  liaes 
except  at  bow  and  stern. 

The  transit  trade  for  the  first -time  reached  in  taels  six  fig«te8> 
being  105,892  taels;     The  articles  covered  were  in  order,  keroswie, 
oil,  Chinese  cotton  yam,  cotten<  goods;  metala,  sug^r,  and  seaweed ; 
the  principal  destinatioirs  were  Lung-ch'uao.  and  Ch^uchou  oa  thisi 
river,  and  Pingyang  and  Jui-an.inthe  south  country.    No  out- 
ward passes  were  issued. 

The  export  of  treasure  was  a  recovd  (l/)10s690  doL).  Neaidy 
the  whole  of  this  goes  to.  Shaagbai  laiigely^  it  ia  said,  becavBe^^h^f 
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banks  there  are  more  trustworthy^  and  the  place  is  under  strong 
foreign  protection,  but  also  because  the  dollars  have  been  chopped 
out  of  all  semblance  and  need  recoining.  The  flow  of  silver 
through  the  tea  districts  above  Foochow,  and  thence  vift  Wenchow 
back  to  Shanghai^  remains  in  much  the  same  channels  as  when 
Mr.  Hosie  traced  its  course  in  1888-89. 

The  regiJar  steamer,  the  China  Merchants'  ss.  **  Poochi,"  flew  Shipping, 
the  Chinese  flag  till  the  troubles  of  July,  when  she  changed  it  for 
the  American.  The  same  was  the  case  with  her  relief  the 
"  Fengshun.**  Another  vessel  of  the  same  company,  the  "  Paoting,*' 
entereid  once  under  the  British  flag.  A  small  launch  of  some  50 
tons,  the  **  Yungtai,"  traded  under  the  Chinese  flag,  and  with  an 
inland  waters  certificate  for  the  last  four  months  of  the  year  to 
unopened  ports  north  and  south  of  this  river.  Seven  Chinese 
lorcnas  arrived  from  Shanghai  with  matches  and  kerosene. 
Freight  by  lorcha,  it  may  be  observed,  is  25  per  cent,  less  than 
by  steamer,  but  insurance  is  12  times  as  great,  and  there  are  no 
facilities  such  as  the  China  merchants'  godown  offer  for  the  stort^e 
of  goods. 

The  only  improvements  in  this  torpid  place  during  the  last  five  <=^ene^aL 
years  are  the  erection  of  a  new  custom-house,  and  the  opening 
first  at  Wenchow,  and  finally  (on  June  1,  1900)  at  Ch'uchou,  of 
branches  of  the  Imperial  Chinese  Post  Ofl&ce. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  indebtedness  to  Mr.  A.  Lay, 
Commissioner  of  Customs  here,  for  kindly  placing  at  my  disposal 
his  returns  for  1900,  and  the  notes  he  had  made  towards  the 
completion  of  his  own  trade  report. 
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Annex  1. — Keturn  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Wenchow  during 

the  Years  1896-1900. 

Steamebs. 


Nationality. 

Entered. 

Cleaied. 

Year. 

Number 

of 
Yesiels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
YesieU. 

Tons. 

1896 

British 
Cliinese     . . 
Otht-r  countries   . . 

Total 

Chinese     . . 

Chinese     . . 

Chinese     . . 

British 

Chinese     ..         •• 

Other  countries  . . 

Total 

7 

88 

1 

1,859 

21,461 

675 

7 
88 

1 

1,859 

21,451 

675 

41 

23,485 

41 
88 

28,485 

1897 

84 

28,010 

22,147 

1898 

35 

28,708 

86 

24,671 

1893 

88 

28,488 

88 

28,488 

1900 

8 
17 
17 

2,825 
18,499 
10,727 

8 

17 
17 

2,826 
18,409 
10,727 

87 

27,061 

87 

27,051 

Sailing  Vessels. 


Nationality. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Tear. 

Number 

of 
Teasels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 

Chinese     .  •         •  • 
Chinese    • . 
Chinese     •  • 
Chinese     .  • 
Chinese     .  • 
1 

6 

8 
8 
6 
7 

796 
1,288 
1,175 

956 
1,294 

6 

7 
9 
6 
8 

795 
1,189 
1,819 

745 
1,606 
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Annex  4. — ^Value  of  British  Trade  at  Wenchow  in  1900. 


As  there  is  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  shippers  to  declare  importo. 
origin,  it  is  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  impossible  to  state 
definitely  whether   a  given  article  is  in  whole  or  in  part  the 
produce  of  the  British  Empire.     In  the  customs  returns  of  1900 
the  following  goods  are  definitely  marked : — 

(a.)  As  British :  British  drills ;  British  sheetings ;  Indian  drills ;  Britulu 
Indian  yarn  ;  Patna,  Malwa,  and  Benares  opium. 

(b.)  As  non-British :  Dutch  drills ;  American  drills,  sheetings,  Non-Bri 
ginseng,  and  kerosene ;   Russian  kerosene ;   Japanese  sheetings, 
cotton  crimps,  towels,  flannel,  cotton  cloth,  yam,  cotton  mixtures, 
copper,     ginseng,    matches,    and     seaweed ;     Corean     ginseng ; 
Sumatran  oil. 

The  value  of  (a)  for  1900  was  63,490  taels ;  and  (6)  246,810 
taels. 

But  while  only  comparatively  little  remains  to  be  added  to 
(6),  a  very  large  quantity,  relatively  speaking,  must  be  credited 
to  (a)t 

Under  (b)  we  must  place  for  certain  awabi  and  the  mass  of 
cigarettes,  clocks,  aniline  dyes,  needles,  umbrellas,  and  yellow 
metal,  or  a  sum  of  25,173  taels,  making  the  ascertainable  non- 
Bi'itish  import  273,987  taels. 

Under  (a)  we  may  range  nearly  the  whole  of  the  shirtings, 
white  Irishes,  T-cloths,  cotton  prints,  Turkey-reds,  lastings  and 
Italians,  woollens,  iron,  tin,  lead,  mangrove  bark  and  rattans, 
l^esides  the  lai^er  part  of  the  bicho-de-mar,  buttons,  and  glctss. 
Sugar  too,  which  acquires  its  status  as  a  foreign  article  through 
manipulations  at  ^ong-Kong,  may  fairly  claim  to  ramk  in  this 
connection  as  a  product  of  the  Empire  (61,212  taels).  The  sum 
of  the  above  articles  amounts  for  1900  to  399,342  taels,  of  which 
quite  390,000  taels  should  be  assigned  to  British  trade,  bringing 
the  total  up  to  453,490  taels. 

The  balance  of  the  foreign  imports,  63,860  taels,  might  be 
divided  up  in  the  proportion  of  one-third  to  the  British  ]^pire, 
and  two-thirds  to  her  rivals. 

As  a  result  we  should  have : — 


f: 


a)  Brituh  importa 

6)  Non-Britisn  imports  other 

than  Chinese 
(e)  Chinese  imports     . . 


Total 


Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Taels. 
477,777 

382,902 
366,724 

£ 
71,667 

48,436 
68,369 

1,156,408 

173,461 

In  other  words  the  Empire  enjoys  60  per  cent,  of  the  foreign, 
or  42  per  cent,  of  the  combined  foreign  and  native  import  trade, 
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Exports. 


as  that  trade  appears  recorded  in  the  returns  of  the  Chinese 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs.  But  over  and  above  the  steamer 
traffic  of  the  port  there  is  a  large  and  increasing  commerce  carried 
on  by  junks,  which  do  not  report  to  the  Maritime  Customs  and 
of  which,  therefore,  no  trustworthy  statistics  are  available. 

Since  the  transfer  of  the  regular  steamer  to  the  American  Hag, 
no  opium  'has  or  could  be  brought  by  her  to  the  port.  The  opium 
nevertheless  has  doubtless  come,  and  remains  to  be  added  to  the 
volume  of  British  trade.  On  the  other  hand  various  Japanese 
products,  such  as  seaweed,  are  brought  hither  in  junks,  besides 
yarn  (some  of  it,  it  is  true,  Indian)  and  a  mass  of  native  goods. 
The  result,  were  it  known,  would  probably  not  materially  alter 
the  proportions  to  be  credited  to  the  various  coud  tries,  but  would 
considerably  swell  the  volume  of  their  trade. 

The  problem  to  ascertain  what  articles  of  local  produce  find 
their  ultimate  destination  in  the  British  Empire,  is  still  more 
difficult.  No  one  item  can  be  declared  to  go  entirely  to  any  given 
country,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  goods  such  as  oranges,  which 
find  their  sole  market  in  China. 

To  the  British  Empire  are  taken  most  of  the  hides  and  skins 
(after  preliminary  curing  in  Shanghai),  and  a  little  less  than  half 
the  tea  (possibly  mixed  with  Hankow  leaf).  Some  portion  of  the 
edibles  and  medicines  may  be  consumed  by  Straits  and  Hong- 
Kong  Chinese,  but  the  value  would  be  trifling.  The  bulk  of 
Wenchow  exports  (exclusive  of  tea)  never  leave  China. 

Perhaps  the  304,027  taels  of  totel  exports  may  be  fairly  divided 
as  follows : — 


ia)  To  the  British  Empire 
b)  To  other  non-Chinese  eoun* 

tries  (ohieflj  America) 
(c)  To  China 


Total 


Value. 


Currency. 


Taels. 
77,000 

73,000 
154,027 


304,027 


Sterling. 


£ 
11,558 

10,960 
28,104 


45,604 


Shipping. 


Population. 


To  put  British  interest  in  the  export  trade  at  quite  one-half 
the  non-Chinese,  or  at  one-quarter  of  the  whole,  native  and  foreign 
would  not,  I  think,  be  beyond  the  mark. 

There  was  in  1900  no  genuine  foreign  shipping  trade  at  Wen- 
chow. Vessels  which  appear  as  "  British  "  (six)  or  "  American  * 
(34)  continued  in  reality  to  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  what 
they  were  until  fear  of  interference  by  the  ofiFended  foreign  powers 
caused  them  to  be  nominally  transferred  to  those  two  flags,  that  is 
to  say,  Chinese. 

(d,)  There  are  no  foreign  firms  at  Wencliow.  Out  of  the 
39  foreign  residents  here  in  January,  1901,  31  were  British. 
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Annex  5. — List  of  the  Principal  British  Goods  Imported  into 
Wenchow,  with  the  Amount  of  Customs  and  Likin  Dues 
Charged  on  them. 


Deacription  of  Goods. 

Value. 

Customs 
Dues. 

Likin. 

H.tls. 

m.c. 

c. 

H.tls 

m. 

c. 

c. 

H.tls 

m.  c.   c. 

Cotton  goods— 

* 

ShirtinjECS,  grey          

Per  piece     ... 

3 

0    0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0    4    8 

II           Wnlvc          •*•          ••■          ... 

,,            ... 

3 

9    0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0    4    8 

„        dyed,  figured,  iK. 

•1 

3 

1     0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0    4    3 

T-cloths,  32  inches    ... 

,,            ... 

2 

0    0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0    4    3 

Prills,  English          

,,            ... 

2 

8    0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0    4    8 

.,      Indian           

tf            *■■ 

2 

8    0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0    4    3 

Chintzes  and  furnitures     

,,            ... 

1 

8    0 

0 

0 

0 

J 

0 

0 

0    4    8 

Turkey-red  nhirtings 

n                  ••• 

1 

6    0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0    2    2 

„         cambrics 

,,                        ... 

1     0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0    2    2 

Hankerchiete 

Per  dozen 

0 

4    5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

ft 

0 

0     1     0 

Cotton  yam,  Indian 

Per  picul     ... 

19 

ft    0 

0 

0 

8 

6 

0 

0 

8    3    0 

„           English          

,,            ... 

19 

ft    0 

0 

0 

8 

6 

0 

0 

3    3    0 

Woollen  goods— 

Camlets...       ...       ...       

Per  piece     ... 

11 

5    0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3    7     0 

Lastings,  plain          

,,            ... 

10 

7    0 

0 

0 

0 

ft 

0 

0 

113 

Long  ells         

»»            ••• 

6 

7    0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

ft 

0 

1     4    0 

Spanish  stripes          

,,            ... 

10 

b    0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

4    5    0 

Cloth,  broad,  medium         ^ 

,,            ... 

sd 

0    0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

4    ft    0 

Italian  cloth,  plain  and  figured     ... 

u 

4 

4    0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1     1     3 

Metals- 

Iron  wire  cobbles       

Per  plcul     ... 

3 

0    0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

0    8    6 

Old  iron  wire 

,,            ... 

3 

0    0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

0 

0 

0    8    6 

,,            ,«    rope     •••        ...        ... 

,,            ... 

8 

0    0 

0 

0 

•> 

6 

0 

0 

0    8    6 

Lead,  in  pigs 

,,            ... 

7 

3    0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

2    ]     0 

Sundries— 

Agar-agar 

M                          ••• 

8 

2    0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

2     1    0 

Bicho  de-mar,  black  and  white     ... 

t»                          ••• 

60 

0    0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

0 

7    0    0 

Glass,  window  %        

II                          ••* 

8 

2    0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

1    4    0 

Lead,  white,  red,  Ac, 

,,                          ... 

10 

0    0 

0 

0 

8 

6 

0 

0 

8    8    0 

Mangrove  bark         

,, 

2 

0    0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0    7    0 

fiattans ...        ...        ...        ...       ... 

„                          ••. 

7 

4    0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

14    0 

Sugar,  white 

,,                          ••• 

7 

0    0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2    4    0 

II       orvWJi  ••■         •■■          •««         ■■• 

l» 

4 

7    0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1     ft    4 

Note.— The  customs  pioul  =  100  catties:  the  likin  picul  «  76  catties.     1  Haikwan  tael  =  10  mace 
=  100  candarin  -  1,000  cash  =  8«. 


Annex  6. — Principal  Articles  of  Export  to  Foreign  Countries 
and  Chinese  Ports  from  Wenchow,  with  the  Amount  of 
Customs  and  likin  Dues  Charged  on  them. 


Description  of  Groods. 


Value. 


Coir  and  ooirware        : 

Cotton  rags        ...        ...        •.. 

Cuttle-fish,  dried  

Pewterware        | 

Praws,  uTieci       ...        ...        •.• 

ttesin       •«•        ...        ...       •••        •*.  I 

Soapstone  ornaments j 

Tea,  black  I 

.    1 1      mJCCP  ■••  •■•  ■••  *'*[ 

,,    leaf,  unflred         

Timber,  planks,  soft  wood      

wooci,  poies       >«•       ...        ...        ••! 

Umbrellas,  frames       

„         paper,  kittysols , 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Medicines  (all  pay  6  per  cent,  on  the 
value  to  customs,  and  8^  per  cent, 
on  the  value  to  likin) 


Per  picul 


I  H.tls.  m.  c. 


>f 
ff 
11 
i» 
I* 

u 
II 


Perl,000feeti 
Per  piece  ...' 
Per  100 

Per  picul     ... 


ft 
3 
10 
88 
20 
1 
12 


12 
0 
2 

12 
6 


4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
6 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


c. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Customs 
Dues. 


likin. 


H.tls.  m.  c. 
0    1    0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0    6 


2 
2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0     1 


4    6 

6    0 

9    0 

3    6 

0    6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

6 


6 
ft 
0 

4 
0 
1 
6 


c. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


K.tls. m.c.   c. 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1  0 
0  3 
3    6 


7 

4 
0 

4 


0 
9 

4 
0 


8  8 
8  8 
8    8 


7 
0 

4 
4 
6 


0 
3 
2 
6 
6 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
4 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Wwhowf&r  the  Tear  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul  Hausser. 

(BeoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office,  June  18, 1901;) 


The  total  value  of  the  trade  of  Wuchow  during  the  year  1900,  Total  Talut  of 
as  shown   in  the  I'etums  of  the  Imperial  Maritime   Customs,  ******* 
amounted  to  6,552,591  Haikwan  taels  (1,017,016/.),  an  increase  of. 
407,467  Haikwan  taels  (6:^,242/.),  as  compared  with  the  aggregate 
value  of  the  trade  for  1899,  made  up  as  follows : — 


Value. 

Tear. 

Importa. 

Ezporta 

(lueluding 

ite^xporta). 

Totftl. 

190(1        •  •          ^«          . . 

1 

mctMlfl. 
4,699,756 
4,200,884 

Hk.  tMlft. 
1,952,886 
1,944,790 

HlLtMla. 
6,562,691 
6,145,124 

InopeMe 

899,422 

8,045 

407,467 

During  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  little  business  was  Bifect  on 
done,  but  in  March  there  was  a  great  improvement,  which,  had  it  ?*i*![^^*"** 
continued,  must  have  resulted  in  a  very  large  increase  in  the  year's  ^y^\^ 
trade. 

Events  in  the  north  of  China,  however,  naturally  reacted  most 
unfavourably  on  trade  in  the  South,  and  from  the  middle  of  June 
till  the  end  of  July  all  business  was  practically  at  a  standstill. 
In  August  confideiipe.  became  somewhat  restored  m'^.  both  imports 
and  exports  began  to  come  forward  more  ireely,  the  improvement  con- 
tinuing till  the  end  of  the  year.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable 
conditions  under  which  trade  was  thus  carried  on  during  a  great 
part  of  the  year,  the  stoppage  of  the  trede  with  the  northern  ports, 
i^d  the  uncertainty  engendiered  by  the  political  situation  being 
aggravated  by  the  chronic  disorder  and  partial  scarcity  prevailini^ 
in  the  interiot  of  the  province.  Wuchow  is  one  of  the  few 
ports  showing  an  advance  in  the  year's  return  the  other  ports 
(886)  ▲  2 
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being  Kiaochow,  Shasi,  Nanking,  and  Santuao,  with  the  two 
trading  stages  of  Kongmoon  and  Kumchuck.  The  increase  is  to 
some  extent  discounted  by  the  higher  values  taken  for  this 
year's  returns,  but  though  advance  was  checked  there  was  no 
actual  falling-off*.  The  limit  of  expansion  of  the  trade  of  the 
port  has  evidently  not  yet  been  reached,  and  under  more  favour- 
able conditions  a  far  larger  trade  may  be  expected  to  develop. 

The  following  comparative  table  giving  the  totals  of  the  import 
and  export  trade  during  the  last  three  years  at  the  ports  of  Canton, 
Pakhoi,  Wuchow,  and  Samshui,  will  serve  to  emphasise  this  view. 
Though  the  year  1900  was  exceptional  the  conditions  were  much 
the  same  at  all  these  ports,  and  it  would  seem  that  Wuchow  is 
gradually  taking  its  proper  place  as  the  natural  distributing  centre 
for  Kwungsi,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  adjoining  provinces  of 
Kweichow  and  YUnnan.  These  three  provinces  generally  stigma- 
tised as  the  poorest  in  China,  have  undoubtedly  immense  possi- 
bilities of  future  development,  from  which  Wuchow  at  the  head  of 
practicable  steam  navigation  cannot  fail  to  benefit,  given  improved 
means  of  communication,  and  a  proper  system  of  inland  taxation 
honestly  carried  out. 

Comparative  Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  the  Import  and 
Export  Trade  at  the  Ports  of  Canton,  Pakhoi,  Wuchow  and 
Samshui  during  the  Years  1898-1900. 


Year. 


1898 
1899 
1900 


Canton. 


Hk.  taels. 
49,941,296 
59,252,271 
68,038,563 


Yalne. 


Pakhoi. 


Hk.  Uelfl. 
4,166,059 
4,141,868 
8,876,466 


Wachow.         Sambhui. 


Hk.  tacls. 
4,221,758 
6,134,183 
6,552,591 


Hk.  tiels. 
1,614,913 
2,967,278 
2,290,000 


Exchange. 


Imports. 

Value  of 
foreign  goods. 

Value  of 
native  goods. 


Foreign 
goodi. 


Cotton  goodi, 
shirHogs. 


In  converting  silver  values  into  sterling  the  exchange  for  the 
year  has  been  taken  at  3«.  l^d,  to  the  Haikwcn  tael,  that  for  1899 
having  been  3«. 

Of  the  total  imports  into  Wuchow,  amounting  to  4,599,756 
Haikwan  taels  (713,920/.),  the  value  of  foreign  goods  imported 
from  Hong-Kong  was  4,489,466  Haikwan  taels  (696,802/.),  and 
from  Chinese  ports  20,346  Haikwan  taels  (3,158/.).  Imports  of 
native  produce  from  Chinese  ports,  chiefly  Canton  and  Samshui, 
amounted  to  89,944  Haikwan  taels  (13,960/.).  Keference  to 
Annex  1  is,  however,  necessary  to  distinguish  the  respective 
values  of  foreign  and  native  imports,  all  goods  coming  vi4  Hong- 
Kong  being  classified  as  foreign  irrespective  of  their  origin. 

There  is  a  general  advance  in  value  in  every  class  of  foreign 
goods,  though  quantities  show  in  many  cases  a  slight  falling-off 
or  have  remained  stationary. 

In  cotton  goods  (grey  shirtings)  there  is  a  decreased  importa- 
tion of  12,461  pieces,  and  in  white  a  decrease  of  5,002  pieces. 
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Turkcy-reds,  ClamMca,  cotton  handkerchiefs,  and  printed  cotton  Tutey  reds, 
letiofl  have  fallen-off  mo)te  or    less,  whilst   in    dyed   shirtings,  cambrics, 
T-Cloths,  chintzes,  cotton  damasks,  velvets,  cotton  flannel,  cotton  ^e^efii"* 
cloth  (Japanese),   and    cotton  yam  (Indian)  there  is  a   trifling  i>yed  * 
ittiprovement.  shirtings. 

Woollen  goods  have  remained  practically  stationary,  the  only  ^^*l^^' 
iii6i*ease  to  note  being  in  long  ells.  2,237  pieces,  and  Italian  cloth,  go^.*" 
544  pieces. 

Metals  have  increased  in  value  16,177  Haikwan  taels  (2,511/.),  Metols. 
but  otherwise  show  little  or  no  change. 

Among  sundries  of  foreign  origin  the  most  important  are  Sondries. 
kerosene  oil,  Americian,  1,383,130  gallons;  and  Sumatran,  1,170,480,  Kerosene, 
against  1,431,650  and  1,115,900  gallons  respectively  in  1899. 
Russian  oil  has  this  year  disappeared  from  the  returns,  the  net 
falling-off  being  thus  nearly  100,000  gallons.  The  import  was 
checked  by  the  unusually  good  crop  of  ground-nut  oil,  which  for 
some  yeajs  has  been  practically  unobtainable. 

The  only  other  large  item  is  matches  (Japanese)  in  which  there  Matches, 
was  a  reduction  of  over  140,000  gross. 

Raw  Indian  cotton  shows  a  decrease  of  274,133  lbs.,  value  ^*^  cotton. 
2,614i,  but  aniline  dyes,  indiarubber  shoes,  lamps,  and  foreign 
medicines  show  a  slight  increase.  There  ic  a  considerable  trade 
done  with  Kweihin,  the  provincial  capital,  and  Nanning  in  foreign 
medicines  and  chemists'  sundries,  and  the  natives  seem  to  be 
developing  a  taste  for  aerated  waters,  cigars,  cigarettes,  cod-liver 
oil,  and  other  drugs,  condensed  milk,  extract  of  beef,  scented 
soap,  and  tinned  -fruits.  Of  rice  some  2,495,066  lbs.  were 
imported  and  sent  up  river  to  Nanning,  to  meet  the  scarcity  there 
and  in  the  adjoining  districts. 

A  list  of  native  imports  is  given  in  Table  1.     The  chief  items  N^ative 
are  paper  and  prepared  tobacco,  both  of  which  come  mostly  from  ^™^° 
Hong-Kong,  and  figure  also  in  the  table  of  foreign  imports. 

The  value  of  exports  of  native  produce  tx)  foreign  countries  B^sporu. 
was   1,874,568  Haikwan  taels  (290,949/.),  and  to  Chinese  ports 
65,003  Haikwan   taels    (10,089/.),    giving   a  total  of   1,939,751 
Haikwan  taels  (301,038/.),  an  increase  of  897/.  as  compared  with 
1899. 

The  most  valuable  items  ai^e  shown  in  the  following  list : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Hides 

Sugar,  brown 

„      white 

Aniseed,  star 

Oil-wood.,         

Leather  .. 

Silk,  raw  white 

Firewood 

Indigo,  liquid 

Melon  seeds       

Lbs, 

2,506,688 

12,078,766 

6,920,800 

1,143,738 

8,2(J2,588 

707,388 

21,866 

86,888,888 

1,844,588 

1,084,266 

£ 

49,600 

85,150 

34,461 

31,952 

22,787 

17,290 

12,774 

9,767 

9,662 

8,885 

(835) 
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UideSy  sugar, 
wood- oil. 


NatWe  opiam. 


Antimony. 


Sugar. 


Timber. 


Deer-skin^ 


Skipping. 


Of  these,  hides,  brown  sugar,  wood-oil,  and  fire-wood  alone 
show  an  increase,  but  among  the  smaller  items  are  several  which 
appear  for  the  first  time  as  a  separate  heading,  or  show  considerable 
increases. 

In  the  former  category  are  native  opium  (Yiimian),  of  which 
6,400  lbs.,  value  2,384/.,  were  exported  to  Hong-Kong  through  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  the  first  consignment  on  record  since 
the  opening  of  the  port. 

Antimony  from  the  Ssu-ch'eng-Fu  district  near  Pose, 532,133  lbs., 
valued  at  1,271/. ;  resin,  63,067  lbs.,  value  202/. ;  and  tea,  4,667  lbs., 
value  137/. 

The  antimony  ore  is  found  in  surface  deposits  near  Fenchow 
and  there  are  also  large  deposits  at  Sailum,  five  days'  north-west 
of  Pose,  on  the  Kweichow  border. 

Although  the  export  of  brown  sugar  was  nearly  double  that 
of  1899,  the  year's  crop  was  a  failure,  and  the  excess  is  due  to 
stocks  held  over  from  the  previous  year.  Much  of  the  sugar 
exported  from  here  finds  its  way  to  Tientsin  and  the  northern 
ports,  but  the  demand  there  having  ceased  prices  in  Hong-Kong 
were  lower  than  on  the  spot,  and  there  being  absolutely  no  market 
for  this  sugar  it  was  in  some  cases  found  more  profitable  to  ship 
it  back  to  Wuchow  for  local  consumption. 

Of  the  enormous  timber  trade  of  this  port  an  increasingly 
large  proportion  passed  through  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs, 
chiefly  soft-wood  planks  and  poles,  and  camphor-wood  planks. 
Many  kinds  of  excellent  timber  and  cabinet- woods  of  varj'ing 
degrees  of  hardness  are  obtainable  here,  mostly  coming  from  the 
forests  on  the  borders  of  Yunnan. 

For  deer-skins  there  was  a  great  demand,  and  63,326  pieces, 
value  3,440/.,  were  exported  during  the  year,  as  compared  with 
29,000  odd  pieces  during  the  previous  year.  These  are  the  skins 
of  the  Mouse  deer,  used  by  Chinese  for  making  purses,  shoes,  &c., 
and  at  the  present  rate  of  consumption  the  supply  must  inevitably 
be  extinguished  very  shortly. 

A  comparative  table  showing  the  principal  articles  of  export 
during  the  years  1899-1900  is  given  in  Annex  II. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nationality  and  tonnage  of  the 
vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  and  coast  trade  of  the  port  during 
the  year ; — 


NationaUty. 


Number   of 
Yessels. 


Britisli 

American  ..  .. 

Gliinese  vesaels  of  foreign  type. . 

„  native  type  . . 

Total 


697 

12 

1,714 

16 


Tons. 


109,263 

2,172 

62,097 

416 


2,439 


178,947 


Of  the  total  value  of  the  foreign  and  coast  trade  of  the  port 
shown  in  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  returns,  cargo  valued 
at  3,942,837  Haikwan  taels  (611,961/.)  was  carried  in  British 
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vktBeb^  2,609,691   HaikWMS  taete   (405,046/.)   in    Ohln^ie,  and 
63  Haikwaar  tiielfl  (16£)  in  American  V090els. 

The  respective  sbarei  of  thie  trade  taiken  hj  each  flag  are 
thus : — 


Flig. 


British 

American 

Chineae 


M»**a 


Namber 
Yowelai 


28-58 

0-49 

70-98 

100 


PerceDts;<;e  of — 


T«Bni|^. 


62-81 

1-25 

85-94 

100 


Foreign 
I'fade. 


59-55 
40*45 


100 


Goagtwise 
f^rade. 


Toitol 

Foreign  and 

CoflSt#{ie 

Trade* 


tntt' 


00  16 

0  02 

89-82 

100 


i^titish  tonnage  shows  a  decrease  of  27,628  tons,  whilst  Chinese  BriUah 
has  increased  by  17,155  tons.     This  is  due  to  the  withdrawal  at  tonnage^ 
tl)e  l>eginniDg  of  October  of  the  two  British  steamers  running  on 
the  Wuchow  -Hong-Kong  line,  which  with  their  four  lighters  were 
sold  at  a  handsome  profit,  having'  been  found  unsuitable  for  the 
traile.     They  have  since  been  replaced  by  two  stern-wheel  vessels, 
wTiieh  are  necessarily  restricted  to  the  smoother  V^fiteft  of  tlTO^ 
Wuchow-Canton  line.     The  opening  thus  afforded  was  promptly 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  dnnese  and  several  new  steamers  and 
lorchas  were  put  on  the  Hong-Kong  ran,  with  very  profitable 
results  for  the  former  class  of  vessel.     In  the  case  of  the  lorchas 
tlie  hea^y  rates  of  insurance  are  said  to  have  swallowed  up  all 
the  profits. 

American  tonnaga  is  represented  by  one  stern- wheel  steamer  Ameri€an 
of  181  tons,  which  made  six  trips  here  from  Canton,  carrying  little  tonnage, 
or  uo  cargo. 

The  bulk  of  the  coast  trade  continues  to  be  earned  in  native 
vessels,  that  carried  in  foreign  vessels  amounting  only  to  175,830' 
Haikwan  taels  (27,290/.)  again  showing  a  reduction  on  the  small 
total  of  215,374  Haikwan  taels  (32,306/.)  for  the  previous  year. 
ThisL  result  is  inevitable  under  present  conditions. 

The  development  of  passenger  traffic  consequent  on  improved  Paaaenger 
facilities  i^  very  remarkable,  as  appears  from  the  following  com-  traffic- 
paiKttive  return  of  inlland  navigation  steamers  (Cninese  vessels) : — 


Year. 

Entered: 

1 

Cleared. 

1 

• 

!   Nuoiberof 
Veaaela. 

fona. 

Nombor  of 
VoHaels. 

Tons. 

1898 
1899 
1900 

•  •         •• 

•  •         •  • 

..t            6 
180 

..|        918 

! 

93 

1,448 

11^884 

6 
181 
950 

93 

1,447 

12,:^64 

(835) 
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Trusit  trade. 


Tiiese  small  steamers  carry  passengers  only,  and  have  kept  up 
a  regular  ferry  service  between  Wuchow  and  places  uprriver  as 
far  as  Kwei  Hsien  150  miles  distant.  The  total  number  of  native 
passengers  carried  to  and  from  inland  places  both  up  and  down 
river  was  59,907  in  addition  to  62,150,  carried  to  and  from 
Hong-Kong,  Canton,  Samshui,  and  the  four  ports  of  call,  Kong- 
hoon,  Kumchuck,  Shin  Hing,  and  Tak-hing,  giving  a  grand  total 
of  122,057,  as  compared  with  the  total  of  100,952  for  the 
year  1899. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inward  passes  issued 
and  of  outward  passes  surrendered,  the  value  of  goods  carried 
under  them,  and  the  respective  shares  of  the  transit  trade  taken 
by  each  nationality :— 


Flair. 

Ini 
Number. 

farda. 
Value. 

Ootwards. 

1 
Number.        Talue. 

Per- 
centage. 

British 
Chinese 
American    . . 

8.488 
16,685 

•  • 

Hk.  <aelB. 
1,780,806 
1,579,664 

•  • 

1    Hk.  toets. 
1,488     1     1,159,819 
. .                 .  • 
1                  600 

64*66 

85-88 

0*01 

Totol,  1900    . . 
„      1899    .. 

26,118 
22,674 

8,809,969 
2,968,002 

:    1,484         1,159,819 

;    1,188     ;     1,069,948 

1 

100 

Tranail  trade 
inwarda. 


Both  inward  and  outward  passes  show  a  slight  advance  as 
compared  with  1899,  in  spite  of  the  unfavourable  conditions  under 
which  trade  was  carried  on.  Chronic  brigandage  and  disorder  in 
the  interior  of  the  province,  especially  in  the  country  round 
Hsiinchow  and  Nanning  and  at  Pose  on  the  Yunnan  frontier, 
somewhat  hampered  the  movement  of  goods  on  the  West  River, 
and,  in  the  case  of  piece-goods  for  YUnnan,  led  to  their  diversion 
to  some  extent  to  the  Eed  Eiver  route. 

The  value  of  goods  forwarded  under  transit  pass  to  the  interior 
during  the  year  1900  was  3,309,969  Haikwan  taels  (513,735/.),  or 
73  per  cent,  of  the  total  foreign  imports. 

Some  of  the  principal  items  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


Articles. 


Cotton  goods — 

Shirtings,  grey,  white  and  dyed 

T-clotha 

Cotton  yam,  Indian 
Woollen  goodp,  long  ells 
Meuilti,  iroD,  bar  . . 
Sundries — 

Saw  cotton,  Indian 

Hutches.. 

Kerosene,  American 
Sumatran 


>» 


Pieces 

Lbs.  •• 
Pieces 
Lbs.  •• 


Gross  •• 

OsllODS 


it 


Net  Total 
Import. 


178,296 

40,167 

11,907,866 

12.761 

1,846,666 

415.866 

341,666 

1,883,180 

1,170,480 


Sent  into  the 
Interior  under 
Transit  Pass. 


99,181 

23,996 

10,698,788 

7,417 

1,220,009 

145,866 

819,912 

1,1J<9,680 

710,840 


WUCHOW  9 

Of  the  above  total  value  the  share  taken  by  Kwangsi  was 
1,989,243  Haikwan  taels  (308,747/.)»  showing  a  small  decrease  as 
compared  with  1899.  Goods,  value  838,915  Haikwan  taels 
(130,207/.),  were  sent  to  Kweichow,  against  63,361  Haikwan 
taels  (9,504/.)  in  1899;  to  Yunnan,  453,878  Haikwan  taels 
(70,446/.),  against  851,072  Haikwan  taels  (127,660/.)  in  1899,  and 
27,933  Haikwan  taels  (4,335/.)  to  Kwangtung. 

The  explanation  of  the  remarkable  development  in  the  transit 
trade  with  Kweichow  appears  to  be  that  the  likin  officials  of  that 
province  have  at  last  been  brought  to  recognise  the  validity  of 
transit  passes  as  regards  freeing  goods  from  the  levy  of  likin 
en  route.  Thus  a  large  business  is  now  done  with  An  Shun  Fu 
in  Kweichow  in  cotton  yarn  especially,  which  is  sent  from  here 
to  Ch*ing  Ylian  and  there  exchanged  for  opium  and  other  produce 
brought  down  by  the  Kweichow  merchants,  the  passes  being  now 
made  out  for  An  Shun  Fu  instead  of  as  formerly  for  Ch*ing  Yiian. 
The  partial  diversion  of  the  Yunnan  trade  to  the  Red  River  route 
has  already  been  mentioned  and  the  same  cause  would  naturally 
tend  to  send  some  of  that  trade  vi&  Kweichow. 

The  total  value  of  native   produce   brought  down  from  the  Tranalt  tiide 
interior  under  transit  pass  for  export  abroad  was  1,159,819  Haikwan  ^'**^*"*'' 
taels  (180,014/.),  an  increase  in  value  of  about  8  per  cent. 

The  most  important  articles  were  : — 


Articles. 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Sugar,  brown 

„      white 

Aniseed,  star 

Hides 

Leather 

Wood-oil             

Lbs. 

10,899.783 

6,102,666 

1,264,000 

1,828,188 

610,800 

958,188 

£ 
31718 
85,519 
85,296 
14,896 
18,98S 
6,692 

The  number  of  transit  passes  issued  to  British  merchants 
during  the  year  was  1,908,  compared  with  a  total  of  1,840  for  the 
previous  year.  Of  this  number  over  1,400  were  issued  during  the 
first  six  months  of  the  year,  the  falling-off  during  the  last  half 
representing  fairly  accurately  the  extent  to  which  business  suffered 
owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  affiiirs. 

During  the  year  several  cases  were  reported  of  cargo  under 
transit  pass  being  looted  by  local  robbers  whilst  on  its  way  to  or 
from  the  port,  but  there  have  been  very  few  instances  of  direct 
interference  with  transit  pass  goods  on  the  part  of  the  likin 
authorities.  Indirectly,  however,  the  latter  have  done  their  best 
to  discourage  the  use  of  transit  passes  under  one  pretext  or 
another,  and  in  this  they  have  been  materially  assisted  in  many 
instances  by  some  irregularity  or  technical  breach  of  the  rules 
on  the  part  of  the  supercargo  or  boatman  in  chaise  of  the 
goods. 

During  the  year  several  passes  were  applied  for  and  issued 
here  for  the  export  of  native  produce  from  Samshui,  the  authorities 
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at  that  port  apparently  refusing  to  issue  them  themselves.  Being 
an  innovation  the  likin  officials  at  the  place  of  shipment  utterly 
declined  to  recognise  the  validity  of  the  passes  in  the  first  experi- 
mental case,  but  after  a  severe  struggle  the  goods  were  finally 
allowed  to  pass  and  there  has  since  been  no  repetition  of  the 
trouble. 
MifecelUseooB.  There  was  no  gieat  rise  of  water  in  the  West  Eiver  during  the 
summer  months,  and  no  floods  or  freshets  occurred.  After  a 
preliminary  survey  of  the  river  at  low-water  in  February, 
H.M.S.  "  Sandpiper "  left  here  on  June  1 1  to  inaugurate  steam 
navigation  to  Nanning  and  proceeded  without  difficulty  as  far 
as  the  rapids  below  Hengchow,  rather  more  than  half  way. 
Whilst  detained  there,  waiting  for  a  rise  of  water,  events  in 
the  north  rendered  it  inexpedient  for  her  to  continue  the 
voyage,  and  she  returned  to  Wuchow  in  the  middle  of  July. 
Had  she  succeeded  in  getting  over  the  rapids,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  she  could  possiblj'  have  come  down  river  again  before 
the  next  summer's  freshets,  as  the  river,  which  was  just  then 
rising,  slightly  fell  again  almost  immediately  and  remained  abnor- 
mally low  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

Two  small  French  river  gunboats,  intended  for  service  on  the 
West  lliver,  were  put  together  at  Hong-Kong,  but  had  not  visited 
Wuchow  before  the  close  of  the  year.  Both  are  light  draft  vessels 
of  the  type  of  H.M.S.  "Woodcock"  of  about  150  tons,  and  were 
built  by  Messrs.  Thorneycroft  of  Chiswick.  In  December  the 
port  was  visited  by  a  small  river  gunboat  under  the  German  flag. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  amount  of  foreign,  i.e.  British, 
capital  invested  on  the  West  Eiver  was  roughly  estimated  at 
300,000  dol.,  and  it  was  said  the  amount  would  soon  be  doubled. 
In  view,  however,  of  the  uncertainty  of  afiairs  in  the  South  of 
China  the  merchants  interested  appear  to  have  determined  to 
engage  themselves  no  further  in  this  direction  for  the  present. 

In  November  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson  and  Co.  withdrew 
their  representative  and  thus  virtually  closed  their  agency  at 
this  port,  leaving  only  a  native  clerk  to  attend  to  their  shipping 
business. 

To  the  Acting  Commissioner  of  Customs  my  thanks  are  due 
for  early  access  to  his  annual  returns  and  for  various  information 
bearing  on  the  trade  of  the  port  during  the  year. 


French  river 
gun  boats  for 
West  River. 


wuciio\\r. 
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Annex  I. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Wuchow 

during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


1899. 


1900. 


Anldei. 


Fordcn  importf  :— 

Opiani,  Fauia 

Goiton  goods— 
Sbiningt,  grey,  pbiin 


ft 
fi 

ft 

•» 


23 
40 


Quantltj.  ^     Vilae.         Qoantifcf.  '     Value. 


It 
It 
tt 
t» 
tt 
tt 
tt 
It 


white 
djed,   plain, 

yards    ... 
djred,    plain, 

jards 

flgnred,  brocaded, 

and  spotted    .. 
T-doths,  82  inches 

•  I       **•     It       •••       •• 
Drills,  English         

„      American       

Chintzes  and  lumimres     .. 

Printed  cotton  lenos 

Turkey-red  shirtings  .. 

Cotton  damasks       

Velrets  ... 

VelTeteens     

Cambrics,  plain  and  printed 

Muslins 

Handkerchiefs,  cotton 

„  cambric    ... 

Towels »..       «M       M*       .• 

„     Japanese 
Cotton  flannel  

cretonne       ...       ... 

cloth,  Japanese 

blankets        

crimp  ...       »— 

jam,  Indian 

thread 

goods  unclasted 
Woollen  goods— 
Camlets,  English 

„       imitation 

Lastings,  flgured  and  plain...  j 
Long  ells        •••       ... 
I^pa&b  stripes         

„  inferior 

Cloth,  broad,  medium,  and 

Blankeu .. 

Flannel...       •••       ...       .. 

Italian  cloth 

WTooUen  goods,  undassed 
„       jara  and  cord 
Metals— 

Iron,  naIl«rod 

II     ENir        ■  •••         ••  • 

„    sheets  and  plates 
„    hoop      ...       ... 

II       W^aTv  ••■  ••• 

„  galranised 
old         ••.       %.• 
,,    nails      ...       .M 
Ironware,  unrlassed.^ 
Tin,  in  slabs  .^ 
Tin-plates      ..« 
Lead,  in  pigs  m.       — 
Copper,  sheets  and  plates 


•  ••1 

... 


It 
It 


I* 


old 


Copperwmre,  nnclaaaed 
Tellow  metal«  sbeets  and 
platea         t»       •^       •• 
Steel  bars       •••       •.. 

Metals,  undasaed     

Sundries- 
Almonds,  iweet        M. 
Alum,  white  ...       — 
Aniseed,  star,  whole 

^•WmOK  ■••  •••  •••  •■■ 

Bags,  hemp,  straw  and  mab  j 

*u     ...       *#•       ... 


Lbs. 

Pieces 

It 

ft 

II 

i> 
It 
It 
II 
It 
It 
ti 
II 
It 
ti 
It 
It 
It 
Dosen 

It 

It 

tt 

Pieces 

ti 
11 

tt 
»t 
ft 
Lbs. 

If 


Pieces 

t> 
ft 
It 
t» 

ft 

i» 
Pair 
Pieces 

It 
Lbs. 

ft 
•I 
ff 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ti 
II 

Lba. 

ti 
•I 

ft 
It 
It 

tt 
•t 


Lbs. 

it 
•I 

n 

Pieces 
ttosen 


...I 


•••I 


•  •• 
••• 


••• 

••• 
••• 


••• 

••• 
•  •• 

••• 


•  •• 

*.  ! 


S20 

7:1,450 
76,186 

82,427 


2.911 


9,716 

30,M6 

H,6c0 

9*9 

M 

4,823 

7,922 

2,462 

2,287 
1,815 
6,800 
4,24d 

18,696 

20 

1,901 

1.984 

2,4.^ 

1,278 

6,026 

1,048 

4,040 

901 

11,827,200 

14,»33 


634 

66 

1,109 

10,614 

t>S5 


481 

1,302 

148 

664 

9,788 

243,067 

1,898,138 

90,188 

79,883 

66,067 

272i800 
286,867 


16,883 
14,267 

667 
6,000 

267 

17,194 
190,000 


11,067 

lti8.400 

6,688 

19,867 

•  •• 

8,067 


278 

28,242 
39,478 

9,728 

1,412 

6,393 

9,164 

8,3m 

482 

29 

1,621 

1,664 

883 

614 

2,401 

1,121 

1.218 

892 

1.C20 

2 

148 

181 

1,980 

1,088 

767 

168 

1,021 

286,609 

2,906 

174 

1,236 
78 
1,880 
9,463 
8,818 


1,804 
1,118 
400 
l,6tf9 
43 
1,628 

908 
7,047 
M4 
294 
441 

626 

1,428 

761 

... 

184 

101 

26 

87 

11 

680 
988 


398 
672 
160 

719 

279 


66,989 
70,184 

88,196 

3,928 

7,227 

34,6o7 

7,660 

7t2 

116 

4,6'i6 

6,220 

1,982 

4,842 

8,973 

1,124 

3,987 

2,278 

11,686 

292 

1,975 

2,186 

6,202 

1,279 

7,805 

2,288 

2,968 

879 

,  11,907,866 

18,600 


643 

48 

1,277 

12,751 

646 

321 

899 

1,648 

99 

1,108 

l'6i266 

245.888 

1,846,660 

10.988 

66,988 

48,266 

80,666 

61,900 

822,988 

18,688 

10.988 

8,666 

6,988 

4,188 

10,266 

188 

18.000 
228,800 


7,466 

246,888 

6.866 

10,188 

11,747 

627 


80,726 
40,806 

12,880 

8,048 

4,266 

9,88:1 

2,6»9 

448 

1,712 

831 

60.^ 

4,C48 

4,008 

959 

624 

401 

1,084 

91 

202 

191 

2,671 

1,265 

1,114 

825 

681 

276 

277.282 

2,618 

607 

1,897 

87 

2,878 

11,874 

1,866 

698 

2,297 

1,201 

280 

2,867 

176 

088 

1,285 
9,678 
76 
890 
449 
804 
JOft 


192 

702 

85 

64 

169 

178 

6 

587 

1,704 
103 

880 
718 
165 
872 
187 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Wuchow  during  the 

Years  1899-1900— continued. 


AitielM. 


SUkdliM—OOOtlOMd— 


IScd'COTCTS       ...  ...  ••• 

B9tel*Dnts      •..       ...       •*. 

■    BJche-Od-iner,  black 

BoxMf  tencj  ...        ...        ... 

Braid,  Llama 

BatloBB,  braai  

Clicinioala      ...        ••• 
va^paca*.*        •••        ..«        .*• 

Chlaavare,  flna        

„         coaTaa 

China  root  

Cigara  and  dgarettct 
Cinnanon      .■.       •>•       ••. 
V/Iocaa ...       .••        .••       •.. 
Cloth,  natire,  and  nankeena 
voai     •••       •••       •••       ••• 

Cotton,  raw,  Indian 

Cnttle-ilah      .-        ... 

Dataa,  black 

,,      I  vO       ...         ...         ... 

Djca,  aniline  •••       ...       ... 

Kona,  paper    ...        ...        ... 

Klah,  aalt       ,-       

Flour  ...       ••.       ...       •— 

rlUlgUI...  ...  .M  ••. 

Oinaenf ,  Ooraan 

„      natlTa       ...       ... 

CHaia,  window  

Qjpaun         <*.       ...       ... 

liidianibbar  thorn 

Indlno,  dried ...       ...       »— 

Lampa  and  bonMra  ... 
Lamp  ibadaa  and  chinmayi 

Lilj  floweri,  dried 

Looking-fflaaa  and  mirrora... 

Machinery     

Matcfaea,  wood,  Japaneaa   .. 
Medidnefl       ...       ...       ••• 

,,        foreign    ...       ... 

Milk,  condented       

X^  vOQIvS  •••  •••  ••• 

on,  keroaene— 

American    ... 

Bumatran   ...  ...        ••. 

Pi^r,  1  at  quality  

Pepper,  black  and  white    ... 

Perfumery      ...  ... 

Prawns,  dried... 

nice      ...  ...       ... 

Uuga  and  drugireta 

Silk,  piece-gooda  

rHMip        •••  •••  a«*  ••• 

'    bocka  aud  atockinga 

Sulphuric  add         

Tobacco,  peparad    ... 

f^  AC«M  ••«  •••  ••• 

Umbrellas,  rotten    

*    Umbrella  tramea      

'    Umbreliaa,  alpaoa 

VermloeDi     

Wax,  white 

XJnenumerated        

Nktke  importa— 


Cloth,  natlTe  and  nankaens  ... 

Indigo,  liquid 

Lead,  white  and  yellow 

Taper.  1st  quality        

Tobacco,  prraared       

I,         leai*      ...        ...        ... 

vermloelli         ...       ...       ... 

turmeric  powder        ...       ... 

Unantwueratad  ...       m.       .m 


ItM. 

1800. 

(Inaatltj. 

Value. 

Qvaotity. 

Yalna. 

d 

« 

Lba. 

.M 

•  •• 

81,868 

Fiaoas      ... 

t,40t 

186 

1,110 

80 

Lha. 

606,800 

4.779 

482,588 

4.019 

•t            •*• 

S^blS 

1.464 

17,788 

826 

jTMcea      ... 

n6,««6 

214 

7,624 

187 

Oroaa 

S2,706 

2,468 

20,8a 

2,855 

,,          ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

605 

56 

... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  >  • 

885 

... 

•  •• 

•  «  • 

•  •• 

180 

Lba.         ... 

•  >• 

•  •• 

1,788 

50 

,, 

]8,6M 

209 

19,600 

228 

,, 

20,667 

586 

21,466 

488 

1 

... 

•  a* 

174 

•  •  • 

204 

Lbs. 

1,200 

120 

1.466 

180 

Pieces      ... 

8,4  U 

1.004 

2,708 

940 

Lbs. 

126,400 

6,667 

215,066 

12,617 

Tons 

1,862 

1,420 

2,724 

2,960 

,,           ... 

690,000 

10,246 

415,866 

7,9»; 

,,           ... 

268,588 

6,948 

880,188 

9,6U6 

i» 

118,188 

767 

86,588 

504 

,. 

156,467 

787 

184,188 

781 

•  «• 

•  •  • 

1,0A7 

••• 

1,474 

Pieces 

16,629 

217 

112,817 

024 

Lbs. 

1,462,000 

6,908 

1,861,066 

10,882 

tt 

524,267 

2,187 

487,788 

2,088 

,,            ... 

47,067 

1,118 

25,600 

624 

It            ... 

188 

250 

188 

288 

„            ... 

267 

181 

666 

100 

Boxes 

711 

405 

674 

628 

p;ir 

1,865.888 

8.858 

2,602,988 

4,545 

^074 

481 

7,865 

720 

Um. 

... 

•  •• 

14,800 

811 

Pieces      ... 

69,211 

808 

81,444 

788 

„          ... 

••• 

••« 

11,128 

568 

Lba. 

225,200 

2,154 

166,666 

1,941 

PtMit      ••• 

•  •• 

••• 

79,288 

158 

••• 

•  •• 

478 

••■ 

257 

Groaa 

488,U6 

19,188 

841,666 

14,102 

Lba. 

599,888 

5,421 

602,988 

6,288 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•  •  ■ 

461 

Doien 

l,75ti 

828 

1,658 

817 

Mllle 

8,242 

141 

1,406 

70 

Gallons    ... 

1,481,660 

85,210 

1,888,180 

40,628 

,,         ... 

1,115,900 

26,421 

1,170,480 

84,0ri 

Lbs. 

606,800 

^986 

486,466 

6,690 

,,             ... 

178,600 

8,088 

180,688 

^,m 

... 

t«» 

189 

•  •• 

17  J 

Lbs. 

178,400 

4,918 

196,000 

6.766 

,,             ... 

21,866 

74 

2,496,066 

6,680 

Fieces 

251 

78 

446 

148 

Lbs. 

14,588 

9,978 

17,766 

18,811 

•  •• 

•  •• 

214 

•  •« 

■i»7 

Doaen 

8.568 

298 

705 

149 

Lbs.         ... 

••• 

•»• 

80^400 

248 

II            ••• 

741,788 

15,021 

609,466 

12,771 

„            ... 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

16,200 

142 

Fleoes      ... 

27,964 

1,678 

81,164 

2.410 

Doaen 

16,859 

8,680 

ly,400 

4,217 

Pieces 

... 

•  •• 

880 

121 

Lbs. 

198,667 

2,899 

869,066 

6,165 

II            ••• 

88,800 

8,821 

20,266 

1,647 

... 

•  •« 

7,528 

•  •• 

6,144 

Lba.        ... 

2,667 

107 

1.J88 

59 

II           •• 

27.867 

1,476 

84,400 

2,000 

,,           ... 

11,467 

56 

14,400 

76 

,. 

20,000 

179 

24,588 

222 

„ 

264,267 

8,121 

266,783 

4,0-^1 

II 

188,188 

8,809 

181,600 

8.806 

II 

89,788 

787 

46,206 

481 

II           ••• 

•  •  t 

•  •• 

.%600 

61 

•1           ••• 

e«« 

•  •• 

24,800 

145 

... 

••• 

1,040 

•  •• 

848 

r 
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Annex  11. — Rbtorn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Wuchow  during  the  Years  1899-1900 


AnklM. 

( 

189». 

1800. 

Lbi. 

••« 

;  Qnantlty. 

Value. 

Qoantity. 

Valoa. 

Opium,  BiifelT* 

.^9 

•  •» 

••• 

d   • 

•  •• 

6,400 

2,384 

Aniimooy 

•  •• 

•  •• 

f» 

••• 

•■. 

•  •• 

682,133 

1.271 

AnlflMd,  Har 

•  •• 

•  •• 

n 

••• 

l,M6,i00 

31,842 

1,148,788 

8M62 

ArMnlo     ^. 

•  •• 

•  1 1 

It 

••« 

21,172 

133 

16,867 

128 

Bartoy,  pearl 

•  •• 

•  • 

t* 

••• 

182.267 

1,306 

316,000 

1.274 

Baaat,  mlaoaUMieoai 

•  •• 

■  •• 

II 

e»* 

177,467 

479 

612,266 

1,426 

CinnMnon 

•  •• 

•  •• 

1* 

•  •• 

2,000 

203 

8,067 

840 

Ooal,  IMtiT0 

•  •• 

•  •• 

Tens 

•  •• 

1,828 

1,371 

941 

667 

Rd^  ifMh...       ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

Pieces 

... 

••• 

... 

614,958 

566 

FeMhera.  dook     ... 
Firewood    

•  •• 

■«• 

Lbe. 

••• 

47,200 

399 

139.733 

1,608 

•• 

«•• 

II 

••• 

30,476,000 

6,678 

36,883,833 

8,767 

OliM,  eow   .„ 

•  •• 

•  •  t 

II 

•  •• 

281,833 

3,110 

196,067 

2,724 

Hemp,  nw ...       .„ 

•  •• 

••• 

»• 

•  •• 

*P»2^ 

1,673 

400,400 

t.4S7 

Hides          

•  •• 

•  •• 

II 

••• 

2,471,067 

38,027 

2,60^533 

48,860 

Home         

•  •• 

•••'          *» 

•  •• 

88,833 

700 

164,266 

1,147 

Iiidiiro,llqald       ... 

•  •• 

•••            ft 

•  •• 

2,066,600 

9,993 

1,844.633 

9,668 

«•• 

•  •• 

II 

••• 

889,338 

19,223 

707,333 

17,280 

Lunir-Mi,  dried  end  p«]p 

•  •• 

i» 

*•• 

11,067 

161 

21,467 

288 

LImde,  dried 

•  •• 

•  •• 

Pairs 

••• 

••• 

•  •• 

16,816 

l,0tf 

Meets,  dried 
Hediciiiee 

•  •• 

••• 

Lbs. 

••• 

12,400 

2B1 

26,6M 

484 

••• 

•  •• 

II 

e  • 

317,467 

3,238 

296,800 

8.500 

Moza          

•  •• 

•  •e 

II 

••• 

16,633 

3,217 

17,067 

3,486 

Moleeeee     ...       ... 

•  •• 

•••.        M 

■•■ 

666,267 

760 

910,1M 

1,083 

Miadiroone... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

1* 

•  •• 

23,733 

1,016 

11,067 

454 

NtttgeUe     ... 

•  •• 

•  •• 

11 

••• 

67,467 

1,367 

164,983 

8,168 

Nate,  whtU 

OH-- 

•  •• 

•  •• 

II 

••• 

338,633 

1,132 

119,7M 

*** 

Aniseed  ... 

••• 

•  •• 

II 

•  •• 

28,267 

7,179      . 

10,633 

2,382 

CmbU     

•«« 

••• 

i« 

••• 

81,600 

8,708 

26,400 

3,073 

OnMiiid-Biil 

•  •• 

•  •• 

If 

•  •• 

... 

•  •• 

107,867 

1,568 

Wood      ...       .M 

••• 

■  •  • 

II 

••• 

2,772,133 

28,068 

3,262,638 

22,787 

1  iea          ...        ... 

•  •• 

•  ■• 

>i 

•  •• 

71,200 

721 

263,067 

3,368 

Paper,  1st  qaelity... 

••e 

v*» 

It 

«• 

806,633 

8,621 

66,938 

1,019 

».      toA     „     ... 

••e 

•■• 

II 

•  •• 

138,067 

699 

600,933 

4.887 

Preeerree    ...       .m 

•  •• 

••• 

tinmber 

•  «• 

86,800 

879 

534,933 

624 

lrl|(S  ...            •••            ... 

••• 

•  •« 

... 

148 

196 

2,231 

412 

Poultrj      

e*« 

•  •• 

Pleoee 

•  «• 

83,161 

2,166 

170,534 

5^126 

SuDSkn      

••• 

•ee 

Lbe. 

•»• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

63,067 

188 

Beein 

••• 

•  •• 

II 

»•• 

••• 

•  •• 

63,067 

S08 

Seeds,  meloB        ... 

«•• 

•  •• 

II 

••• 

1,746,800 

16,722 

1,064,267 

8,886 

sesMnnni    .m 
Bilk- 

•«• 

•  •• 

•1 

••• 

63,600 

360 

37,067 

802 

Baw,  white 

•  •• 

• « • 

II 

••• 

M,467 

18,048 

21,867 

i2,n4 

„     wild         ... 

»«• 

••• 

II 

•  •e 

800 

100 

267 

68 

„     flshinff  line 

••• 

•  •• 

ti 

••• 

•  •  • 

•  •• 

1,467 

488 

ivfuse      ... 

•  •• 

•«• 

II 

••• 

7,338 

366 

7,867 

698 

Sinews,  oow 

••• 

e»o 

11 

•  •• 

6,800 

63 

6,933 

64 

Skin,  naoose  deer  ... 

••• 

••• 

... 

••• 

2,364 

63,326 

3,440 

Svgar,  brown       ... 

••• 

••• 

Lbe. 

«• 

7,328,000 

27,206 

12,078,667 

86,160 

,.      wbite 

•  •• 

•  •• 

•1 

••• 

7,379,733 

41,611 

5,920,800 

34,461 

••« 

••e 

ft 

t** 

140,133 

1.182 

98,933 

921 

A^lS      ...                ...                ... 

••• 

••• 

II 

«•• 

•  ■  ■ 

•  •• 

4.667 

137 

Timber^ 

Planks,  soft  wood 

••• 

*«• 

Sq.teet 

•  •e 

] 

f 

866,884 

2,168 

„      camplior 

•  •• 

••« 

Lbe. 

••• 

;""" 

" 

269,733 

592 

„      poles,  soft  wood 
beaas,  soft  wood 

•  •• 

Pleoee 

t* 

•  •• 
••• 

2,890 
2,468 

18 
16 

A lO  ,   •••            •••            ••• 

«•• 

••• 

IM. 

•  •• 

38,733 

1,023 

72,938 

2,874 

Tobaoeo,  PTspaied 

,,        leai        ... 

•  •• 
•ee 

ti 

ee* 
••• 

2ni200 

1,817 

21,883 
13,883 

248. 
124* 

Suidilet,  noeanmerated.^ 

•  ■• 

••• 

•  •• 

li««2      , 

•  •t 

1,889. 

u 
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Annex  III. — Table  showing  Total  Value  ot  all  Articles  Exported 
from    and   Imported    to    Wuchow    to    and    from    Foreign 


Countries  during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


Country. 

1           IBxr 

ortA.* 

Imports. 

1899. 

1900. 

£ 

292,524 

1899. 

1900. 

UoDg-Kong 

. .       278,028 

£ 

611,434 

1 

£ 
,     696,802 

*  KxporU  inclacle  rc-eji; porta. 

Annex  IV. — Ketukn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Wuchow 

during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 


Steam. 


Kationalily. 


Number 

of 
Veesela. 


Tons. 


Number 

of  Tons. 

VesBela. 


ToUl. 


Number 
of 

VeEBela. 


Tons. 


BritiBh    .. 
.Amerii'&n 
Obineae  .. 


178 

• . 
8 


27,152 

'2O8 


176 
6 

876 


27,413 

1.086 

81,279 


64,666 

1,086 

31,487 


TotttI 
„     1899.. 

181 
182 

27,860 
28,803 

1    1,056 

1,826 

1 

59,778 
70,186 

1,237 
1,608 

87,188 
98,488 

Cleaked. 

1 

Sai 

iling. 

1 

\            Steam. 

» 

Total 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 
Yeaaelf. 

\      Tons 

27,284 

1 

208 

1  Number 

1       ""^ 
Tessele. 

1 

i      176 

6 

839 

Tons. 

1  Number 
of 
Teasels. 

Tons. 

Britiah    •  • 
Ameriean           • . 
Chineae   .. 

174 

. . 
8 

182 
181 

27,413 

1,086 

80^818 

69,317 
!     70,123 

849. 
6 
8i7 

64.697 

1,086 

81,026 

86,809 
93,294 

Total 

„      1899.. 

27,492 
i     23,171 

1.020 
1,326 

1,202 
•    1,606 

(75    7  I  01— U  &  S    835) 
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(Beceived  at  Foreign  Office,  Junr  24,  1001.) 

The   total   value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  port  of  Wuhu  Total  value  of 
(luring    the    year    1900    amounted    to    2,814.235/.    (18,131,986  *^^^  ♦™*^^- 
Haikuau    taels),    as    compared    with    .'»,045,816/.     (20,305,440 
Haikuan   taels)   in   1899.     This   total    is   made   up   of  foreign 
imports,    932,112/. ;     native    imports,    371,376/. ;     and    exports, 
1,510,747/.    These  figures  show  a  decrease  in  all  cases  on  thoBe 
for  the  year  1899,  but  the  amounts  are  far    in  advance  of  the 
average  of  preceding  years,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Boxer  Boxer 
outbreak  in  the  north  I  think  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  troubles  the 
year  1900  would  have  been  the  niost  successful  experienced  at  aSt'line. 
the  port.     The  news  of  the  disturbances  in  the  north  occasioned 
mucli   unrest  in  the    Vangtze   Valley.      Numbers  of  the  larger 
merchants  retired  to  their  homes  and  withdrew  their  capital  as 
far  as  possible  from  current  transactions.     The  banks  too  refused 
to  make  any  but  the  smallest  advances  to  merchants,  and  these 
only  at  an  exorbitant  rate  of  interest,  which  occasioned  a  scarcity 
of  money,   so  that  none  but  the  most   urgently-needed  foreign 
goods  were  imported,  and  there  was  a  falling-off  in  the  native 
products  brought  down  from  the  interior.     In  fact  at  one  time  the 
steamers  obtained  so  little  cargo  that  it  was  rumoured  the  com- 
panies had  decided  to  cease  running  temporarily,  but  with  tho 
arrival  of  the  foreign  troops  matters  improved  somewhat  and  this 
step  was  not  taken. 

I  regret  that  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  statistics  Direct  trade 
of  the  value  and  quantities  of  goods  imported  from,  and  of  Chinese  Jl*^  Y^^^^d 
goods  exported  to,  the  United  Kingdom  and  its  dependencies.  depwdencies. 

The  whole  trade  of  Wuhu  is  practically  with  Shanghai  and 
other  Treaty  Ports. 

All  British  imports  arc  transhipped  at  Shanghai,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  articles  which  are  brougJit  direct  by  the  rice 
steamers  from  Hong-Kong  and  Singapore,  and  although  many  of 
the  exports  are  shipped  to  foreign  countries,  they  are  reckoned  in 
the  customs  returns  as  exports  to  Chinese  ports  and  no  informa- 
tio.i  is  obtainable  as  to  their  ultimate  destination. 

(845)  A  2 


WUHU. 


The  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  customs  returns,  but 
only  show  goods  which,  not  having  been  landed  at  Shanghai,  pay 
full  duties  at  Wuhu : — 


Count  ry. 

Yalue. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1         Total. 

United  Kingdom 

Hong-Kong 

Singapore 

£ 
28 
12,896 
1,021 

£ 

2,784 

•  • 

£ 
28 
18,180 
1,021 

Total 

13,445 

2,784 

14,229 

The  values  and  quantities  comprised  in  these  figures  are  as 
follows : — 

Imports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tin,  in  slabs 
Bag«  of  all  kinds 
Fans,  palm-leaf 
Sugar,  white 

„      refined  . . 
Sundries 

1 

Cwts 148 

Pieces           ..        I,a38,256 

995,016 

Cwts ,                462 

„     ..         ..;             2,126 

I   .....  . 

£ 
1,068 
8,657 
1,350 

364 
1,664 

342 

Total 

i 

•  •                         •  • 

18,445 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beans      ..         ..         .. 

Garlic 

Medicine 

ProTisions  and  vegetables 

Seed,  sesamnm  . . 

Sundries . . 

Cwts. 
9,656 
441 

•  • 

105 

•  • 

£ 
2,310 
84 
248 
48 
33 
66 

Total 

2,784 

Shipping. 

Sailing 
vessels. 


BiMin  Tenelt. 


A  return  of  shipping.  Annex  1,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

This  return  shows  a  decrease  in  sailing  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  of  225  with  a  tonnage  of  24,975  tons  as  compared  with 
last  year.  With  the  exception  of  one  German  ship  of  451  tons, 
the  sailing  vessels  consisted  of  lorchas,  junks,  and  cargo  boats 
under  the  Chinese  flag. 

The  steam  vessels  show  an  increase  of  263  with  an  increased 
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tonnage  of  432,240  tons  over  the  figures  for  1899.  This  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  appearance  on  tiie  Yangtze  of  Grerman 
steamers,  356  of  whic|;>  with  a  tonnage  of  408,038  tons  entered 
and  cleared  last  year,  as  against  10  steamers  of  8,328  tons  in 
1899. 

Although  the  number  of  British  steamers  increased  by  23 
ships — 2,067  against  2,044  in  1899 — the  total  tonnage  was  less 
than  in  1899  by  3,262  tons.  The  number  of  British  ocean-going 
steamers  which  visited  the  port  to  load  grain  was  184,  being  four 
in  excess  of  last  year.  Owing,  however,  to  the  abnormally  low 
water  in  the  Yangtze  during  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1900 
steamers  were  unable  to  load  with  full  cargoes  of  grain  here 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Japanese  steamers  increased  36  in  numbers  and  91,844  tons  in 
tonnage,  whilst  Chinese  steamers  decreased  202  in  numbers  and 
63>970  tons  in  tonnage,  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for  1899. 

The  following  table  shows  the  import  and  export  of  treasure  Treasura. 
during  the  year  1900  : — 


Value. 


Imports 
Sxporta 


•  •         •• 


£ 
57,207 
188,461 


The  import  of  Indian  opium  fell  off  to  the  extent  of  over  Foreign 
98,000   lbs.,  but  the  prices  realised  show  an  increase  over  last  i™P<'rt'»- 
year's  rates.    The  import  consists  almost  wholly  of  Malwa  opium,  ^^^^' 
160  lbs.  only  of  Patna  opium  appearing  in   the  returns.     The 
import  of  native  opium  also  declined  some  50  per  cent,  7,797  lbs., 
valued  at  3,120/.,  being  passed  through  the  foreign  customs,  as 
against  15,029  lbs.,  valued  at  6,170i,  in  1899.     This  amount  of 
native  opium,  however,  by  no  means  represents  the  whole  import, 
as   large  quantities  are   imported  in  junks,  paying  duty  at  the 
native  custom-house,  of  which  no  statistics  are  available,  and  so 
far  as  I  can  learn  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  short  import  of  Indian 
opium  has  been  made  up  by  increased  supplies  of  native  drug,  but 
it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  amount 

The  following  table  shows  the  import  and  value  of  Indian 
opium  imported  at  Wuhu  during  the  last  12  years : — 
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Year. 


1839 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1898 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


•  • 


Quantity. 

Lbs. 
833,066 
842,279 
847,764 
849,895 
839,120 
885,746 
336,683 
290,783 
207,6i7 
226,747 
425,487 
827,026 


Yalue. 

814,481 
279,869 
299,235 
274,944 
243,187 
226.*«17 
240,080 
281,575 
152,978 
162,289 
815,080 
280,616 


Cottons. 


Woollens. 


Metals. 


The  value  of  cotton  goods  imported  during  1900  declined  from 
396,530/.  in  1899  to  316.493Z.in  1900;  a  falling-off  in  the  quantity 
imported  being  noticeable  in  every  item,  although  in  the  cases  of 
white  shirtings  and  Japanese  yarns  higher  prices  were  realised 
than  last  year.  The  largest  decline  is  shown  in  the  item  of  Indian 
yarn,  in  which  the  import  fell  from  60,472  cwts.  in  1899  to 
25,759  cwts.  in  1900,  but  its  place  has  to  some  extent  been  taken 
by  the  native  cotton  yarn  manufactured  by  the  various  mills  at 
Shanghai,  the  import  of  which  has  risen  from  6,495  cwts.  in  1899 
to  22,350  cwts.  in  1900.  20,051  pieces  of  cotton  prints,  valued 
at  7,302/.,  appear  for  the  first  time  in  the  returns. 

A  similar  decline  is  to  be  noticed  in  all  classes  of  woollen 
goods,  the  values  having  declined  from  4,999/.  in  1899  to  2,285/. 
this  year. 

Metals  show  an  increased  import  over  last  year,  the  values  for 
1900  being  18,054/.,  compared  with  14,326/.  in  1899. 

The  chief  items  are :— 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Nail  rod,  old  iron  and  wire 
Steel  plate  cuttings 
Tin,  in  slabs 
Unclassed  ironware 


Tons. 

639 

879 

28 

112 


& 

5,752 
2,998 
3,825 
1,550 


Kerosene.  The  total  import  of  kerosene  oil  during  1900  shows  a  decline 

of  some  100,000  gallons,  compared  with  that  of  1899.  American 
kerosene  decreased  from  1,772,600  gallons  in  1899  to  1,586,250 
gallons  in  1900 ;  Sumatra  oil,  from  208,550  to  177,100  gallons. 
On  the  other  hand  the  import  of  Bussian  oil  increased  from 
744,800  gallons  in  1899  to  866,950  gallons  in  1900.  The  average 
prices  realised  would  appear  to  be  about  7|d.  per  gallon  for 
American  oil,  6  jd  for  Sumatra  oil,  and  h\d.  for  Bussian  oil. 

Sundries.  Among  miscellaneous  foreign  imports  may  be  noticed  the 

following : — 
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Articlef. 

Cwts... 

Quantity. 

Yalne. 

B4Qbe-de-mer 

Birds' nefto 

419 
34t 

50 

387 

49,100 

2,630,815 

■  • 
•  • 

£ 
2,506 
4,548 
4,026 
2,850 
2,825 
8,470 
3,236 
7,243 

Qinsenff..         ••         ••         t> 

II         •  •                 •  • 

Mushroomt       ••         ••         •• 

Braid 

Untrimmed  palm-lMf  fan* 

Aniline  djes 

Soap 

Boxes.. 
„    ■•        •• 

-rvmm^                ••                      ■•                       ••                      *• 

Native  imports  have  fallen  oflf  some  10  per  cent  on  last  year's  ^'atire 
values,  being  371,376Z.,  as  compared  with  409,174/.    The  only  '""P^** 
items  showing  any  increase  are  native  cotton  yam,  the  import  of 
which  increased  in  value  from  15,914/,  to  60,804/. ;  gra&scloth, 
from  7,456/.  to  15,267/. ;  and  bean,  tea,  sesamum,   &c.,  oil,  from 
9,082/.  to  11,397/. 

The  import  during  1900  of  wood  poles  also  shows  a  consider-  Wood  poles, 
able  increase  over  that  of  the  last  few  years,  15,603  pieces,  valued 
at  6,625/.,  being  imported,  as  compared  with  8,582  and  6,363  pieces 
in  1899  and  1898.  These  figures,  however,  do  not  at  all  represent 
the  extent  of  the  trade  in  this  commodity,  the  bulk  of  which  pays 
its  duties  at  the  native  customs-house. 

Wuhu  is  a  great  distributing  centre  of  the  timber  trade,  and 
during  the  summer  months  when  the  river  is  at  its  highest  level, 
a  large  number  of  wood  rafts  come  here  to  break  up  on  the  fore- 
shore, when  the  poles  are  again  made  up  into  smaller  rafts  and 
sent  up  the  creeks  in  various  directions.  Owing  to  the  unweildly 
size  of  these  rafts  and  to  the  difficulty  of  steering  them  in  the 
strong  current,  they  are  a  constant  source  of  anxiety  to  the 
shipping  and  hulks  in  port,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  that  no  serious 
collisions  were  reported  in  1900. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  native  imports  may  be  mentioned  Sundries. 
3,421  cwts.  of  old  cottx)n  clothing,  valued  at  2,960/.,  and  medicines 
to  the  value  of  4,797/. 

The  exports  do  not  show  such  a  decrease  as  the  imports,  the  Exports, 
total  value  being  1,510,747/.  against  1,594,791/.  in  1899.    This  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  excellent  crops  obtained  in  1900,  and  the  conse- 
quent increase  in  the  exports  of  beans,  ground-nuts,  and  wheat 

By  far  the  largest  item  on  the  list  of  exports  is  rice,  the  total  R»«c 
export  of  which  reached  297,117  tons,  a  slight  increase  on  last 
year's  total,  which  had  been  previously  by  far  the  maximum 
quantity  exported.  No  prohibition  of  the  export  was  made  in 
1900  by  the  Chinese  authorities,  although  this  step  was  proposed 
early  in  the  year  by  the  Nankin  Viceroy,  but  it  was  not  carried 
into  efiTect  in  deference  to  the  Wuhu  Taotai's  protest  Early  in  the 
summer,  however,  there  was  a  short  stoppage  of  the  trade  caused 
by  the  new  Governor  of  the  province  announcing  his  intention  of 
raising  the  likin  on  rice.  This  tax  had  been  for  some  years  at  the 
rate  of  10  tael  cents  per  150  catties  {4d,  per  200  lbs.),  and  the 
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Egff  albumen 
and  yolks. 


Bichange. 


proceeds  all  went  into  the  cofiPers  of  the  Nanking  Viceroy,  and 
the  provincial  Treasnry  derived  no  benefit  from  the  export.  The 
Governor,  therefore,  proposed  to  double  the  tax,  half  of  which 
would  go  into  his  own  Treasury.  The  rice  merchants  strongly 
protested  against  any  increase  of  the  tax,  and  refused  to  export 
rice  under  the  circumstances,  and  after  much  discussion  the 
Governor  consented  to  reduce  the  extra  levy  to  33  tael  cents  (1^.)» 
below  which  he  refused  to  lower  it.  The  merchants,  however, 
were  unwilling  to  pay  this  extra  amount,  which  the  Governor  had 
announced  would  be  enforced  from  July  6,  and  they  all  bound 
themselves  in  a  5,000  tael  bond  (687/.)  not  to  export  under  the 
circumstances.  For  some  weeks  no  rice  left  the  port,  but  the 
merchants  finding  that  the  Governor  remained  firm,  eventually 
had  to  give  way,  and  the  export  was  gradually  resumed.  The 
rice  harvest  of  1900  was  a  very  fair  one.,  in  spite  of  the  drought 
which  prevailed  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  rain  having 
fallen  in  time  to  save  most  of  the  plants,  and  a  large  crop,  although 
the  grains  were  somewhat  light  and  small,  was  obtained.  The 
bulk  of  the  rice  has  been  shipped  to  Canton  and  Swatow,  although 
Chefoo  has  taken  a  certain  quantity.  The  prices  ruling  during 
the  year  have  been  somewhat  lower  than  in  1899. 

The  trade  in  preserved  egg  albumen  and  egg  yolks  shows  a 
satisfactory  recovery,  the  values  rising  from  673/.  and  779/.  in 
1899  to  1,565/.  and  1,957/.  in  1900.  The  prohibition  of  the 
import  of  "boracic  mixture,"  which  is  still  enforced  by  the 
Chinese  authorities,  prevents  the  development  of  the  business,  as 
native  salt  is  too  dirty  and  too  expensive  to  use  in  this  trade. 

There  is  now  only  one  firm  Messrs.  Smith  and  Meyer,  engaged 
in  this  line  of  business  at  Wuhu,  the  Chinese  Albumen  Factory, 
Limited — a  German  house— having  been  wound  up,  and  the  two 
Chinese-owned  factories  having  ceased  to  work.  The  Chinese 
factories  have  completely  failed  to  produce  a  satisfactory  quality 
of  albumen  owing  to  their  carelessness  in  the  preparation, 
although  in  the  preservation  of  yolks  they  have  met  with  more 
success. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Meyer  have  kindly  given  me  the  following 
particulars : — Supply  of  eggs :  As  only  one  factory  worked  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year,  the  supply  was  fairly  good  in  the  spring, 
and  prices  were  reduced,  but  in  the  autumn,  in  order  to  further 
reduce  prices,  they  only  worked  at  half  strength.  They  used 
during  the  year  some  3,500,000  eggs,  the  average  price  of  which 
was  about  7  dol.  60  c.  (15«.  2rf.)per  1,000. 

The  demand  for  albumen  was  fair  in  the  spring,  but  prices  fell 
in  the  autumn  with  very  few  oflFers.  This  state  of  things  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  market  being  over-stocked  with  the  inferior 
product  of  the  Chinese  factories,  which  was  being  offered  at 
almost  any  price. 

The  demand  for  egg  yolks  was  fairly  good  throughout  the 
year,  but  prices  were  kept  down  by  the  offers  from  the  Chinese 
factories. 

In  accordance  with  information  supplied  by  His  Majesty's 
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Consul-General  at  Shanghai,  the  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  has 
been  taken  at  3«.  1  Jrf.  in  converting  the  values  given  in  the  customs 
returns  into  sterling. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  for  his  courtesy  in  allowing  me  access 
to  the  returns  compiled  in  his  office  prior  to  their  publication. 

Annex  1.— Kktubn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Wuhu  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


1 

Sailing. 

St 
Number 

1 
earn. 

Total 

NationalitT. 

Numher 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Yessels. 

Vessels. 

1  Vessels. 

British                •  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1,033 

1,194,184      1,033 

1,194,134 

American 

•  • 

•  • 

27 

1,354  1        27 

1,354 

Gherman  .. 

1 

461 

178 

204,019 

179 

204,470 

Norwegian 

•  • 

•  ■ 

1 

1,220 

1 

?,220 

Bussian  .. 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

542             1 

542 

Au  BtrO'Huni^arian 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1,317             1 

1,817 

Japanese .  • 

•  • 

•  • 

186 

113,950         186 

113,950 

Chinese  .^ 

168 

24,032 

270 

389,181 

438 

868,;sl8 

Total 

169 

24,488 

1,697 

1,855,717 

1,866 

1,880,200 

)i    1899  •• 

281 

86,617 

1,569 

1,644,120 

1,850 

1,680.687 

Sa 

CLE 

Qing. 

ARSD. 

•   St 

>eam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Niunher 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British    •  •         • . 

•  • 

1,034 

1,195,872 

1,034 

1,195,872 

American           • . 

•  • 

27 

1,354 

27 

1,354 

G'erman  •  •         •  • 

•  • 

178 

204,019 

178 

204,019 

Norwegian 

•  • 

1 

1,220 

1 

1,220 

Bussian  ••         •• 

•  • 

1 

542 

1 

542 

Austro-Hungorian 

•  • 

1 

1,817 

1 

1,317 

Japanese .  • 

•  • 

186 

118,950 

186 

113,950 

Chinese  ••         •• 

187 

23,816 

270 

339,181 

457 

362,997 

Total 

187 

23,816 

1,698 

1,857,465 

1,905 

1,881,271 

„    1899  .. 

800 

36,757 

1,563 

1,636,812 

1,863 

1,673,589 

10 
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Annex  II. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  fvopi  Wuhu 


during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Artides. 

[ 

1 

1900. 

i 

1899. 

i 

1 

t 

{  Quantity. 
1       187,726 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bmiis         

1 

...   Cwto. 

48,062 

100|670 

'i:?S 

%./OkI    •••            •••            ••»            ••• 

...   Tons 

1,091 

898 

l,Mf 

Cotton,  raw          

...    Cwts. 

3,338 

d,820 

5,814 

7,280 

Egg  albumen,  preserved... 

>> 

405 

1,565 

198 

678 

&SS  yolk     

»• 

-.2,729 

1,967 

1,285 

779 

Eggi,  fresh  and  preaerTcd 

...    Number 

263,044 

259 

327,820 

1,306 

Feathers      

...    Cwts. 

22,97S 

29,979 

28,793 

27,777 

Ground  nuts          

ji 

87,914 

26,029 

61,642 

16,803 

Hemp          ...        ...        ... 

•••       >> 

2,062 

1,867 

4,982 

4,««T 

Hides,  cow  and  buORalo    ... 

...       ,, 

2,603 

4,620 

4,080 

6,086 

t> 

38,ia2 

7,010 

57,080 

12,265 

Paper          

...       t» 

4,710 

10,319 

2,882 

6,892 

Bice 

...   Tons 

2f)7,U7 

1,248,662 

298,168 

1,817,397 

Sesamum  seed       

...    Cwts. 

28,348 

10,401 

39,986 

17,668 

Rapeseed     

i» 

22,284 

4,041 

48,064 

14,397 

Silk,  raw,  white 

...    Lbs. 

132,800 

44,072 

289,338 

69,118 

„     refuse  

...     ,, 

127,733 

5,094 

99,466 

5,866 

.Skins,  goat,  untanned     ... 

...    Pieces 

46.037 

967 

65,984 

1,140 

M.VWk         •••                    ••,                     !••                     ■■« 

...    Lbs. 

8e;287 

1,202 

96,400 

2,682 

Wheat         

...    Cwts. 

203,30(3 

41,289 

U6,3H7 

29,652 

Sundries,  uncnumeratcd... 

•  ••                     •  ■> 
■  •  I                    •■• 

«•• 

23,144 

■  «• 

23,967 

Total        

•  a  ■ 

1,510,747 

■  •• 

1,594,791 

WUHU. 
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Annex  III. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Wuhu 

during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


T 


AztfdM. 


FoBKiaii  QooM. 
Opiuin,  Malvm     

If        PfttBft         ..•         ••• 

Total  opium       ... 

Cotton  goods— 

ShlrtiiigB,  groTf  pl^n  ••• 

„        white 
T-dothi   ••■       ...       ... 

Drills       ...        ...        ... 

ShMtings...       ...        ... 

Chintces,  dsc 

Cotton  prints     

Tnlkey-Teds      

Ctton  lastings  and  italisns 
Yam,  English 

„     Indian     ... 

„     Japanese 

Otiier  cotton  goods 

Total  cottons     ... 

WooUen  goods- 
Camlets,  Xnglish 

Long  ells 

Italian  doth      

Tarn  and  oord  ... 
Other  woollen  goods    ... 

Total  woollens  ... 

Metals         ...       ...       ... 

BagSi  gnnny  and  hemp  ... 

„    straw  and  mat       ... 

Matohes     ...       ...       ••« 

Oil,  kerosene,  American... 

„  Bossian    ... 

,f  Sumatra  ... 

Sandalwood 

Sngar  ...       ... 

Umbrellas  ••.       ...       ... 

Sundries,  nnenamerated... 

Total  foreign  goods 

NATrvB  OOODS. 

Bags,  gunny  and  hemp,  old 
ClMh,  natiTe  and  nankeens 
\/mu  fl»#        ■■«        »••        ••« 
Cotton  yam,  Chinese 

Fans,  paper 

Fungus       ...       ... 

Giass-doth 

Gypsum      —,       ...        ... 

Lungans  (dried  fruit) 
Medicines  ...       ...       ... 

Oil,  bean,  tea,  sesamum,  Ac. 

opium,  Ssechuen,  Ac.    ... 

JTWkP^X  •••  •••  ••• 

Samshu  (spirits)    

Seeds,  melon        

Silk  goods ... 

Sugar  ...        ...       ... 

Tobflusoo       ... 

Vegetable  tallow 

Wood,  poles 

Sundries,  nnenumerated... 

Total  native  goods 

„     imports    ... 


...  ■  Lbs. 


I 


... 
... 


II 


Pieces 

*i 

II 

It 

>» 

11 

II 

II 

II 
Cwts. 

II 
II 


Pieces 
11 

Cwts. 


Pieces 

Gross 
Gallons 

•I 
II 
..   Cwts. 


_ii 
Pieces 


Pieces 
Cwts. 
Tons 
Cwts. 
...  Pieces 
...   Cwts. 

II 

...  ,, 

...  ,, 

...  ... 

...  Cwts. 

...  „ 

...  LbB. 

...  Cwts. 

...  „ 

•••.     II 
...    Lbs. 

...     V/WCB. 

■■•         II 
...         ,, 

...   Pieces 


1900. 


1899. 


Quantity.         Value.         Quantity.         Value. 


326,86() 
160 

827,026 


101,662 
45,987 

IS,  580 
15,810 
94,790 
935 
20,051 
10,856 
20,685 
46 
25,759 
12,999 


1,780 

6,810 

9M 

120 


1,589,570 

8,116,780 

350,640 

1,686,260 

866,960 

177,100 

12,276 

106,485 

74,665 


888,109 

8,486 

2,278 

22,860 

294,416 

866 

2,287 

46,428 

2,195 

ri,*608 

26,895 
7,797 
2,275 
2,688 
6,428 

27,193 

125,286 

8,219 

1,293 

15,608 


280,410 
206 

280,616 


57,274 

25,490 

5,193 

11,193 

47,052 

298 

7,802 

3,857 

18,978 

160 

88,470 

39,926 

11,800 


816,493 


3,287 
4,664 
1,W7 
7,0R 
2,286 


18,616 


18,064 
26,791 
24,868 
16,778 
48,849 
28,181 

6,046 
16,840 
68,978 

8,076 
56,298 


982,112 


7,679 

66,042 

1,886 

60,806 

2,924 

2,860 

15,269 

4,860 

4,966 

4,797 

11,897 

27,827 

8,120 

5,840 

1,985 

5,667 

18,971 

90,666 

;,672 

^,118 

6,625 

30,611 


371,876 


1,808,488 


425,067 
420 

425,487 


144,948 
57,128 
21,854 
21,746 

127,756 
19,650 

l'3|608 
24,623 
118 
00,472 
14,255 


2,800 

9,488 

8,789 

171 


2,006,900 

2,682,800 

449,749 

1,772,600 

744,800 

208,660 

16,688 

128,890 

128,181 


1,816,444 

14,100 

9,688 

6,496 

476,882 

1,120 

1,867 

67,806 

4,046 

8,764 

29,471 

16,028 

8,717 

8,882 

12,980 

86,988 

K6,868 

16,867 

4,862 

8,682 


814,746 
886 

816,080 


66,666 
28,288 

6,870 
18,699 
48,271 

4,995 

4,428 

19,094 

r26 

169,911 

84,097 

17,091 


396,680 


4,081 
7,6U 
4,816 
2,918 
4,999 


24»400 


14,826 
81,698 
20,866 
14,288 
42,680 
18,200 
4,467 
11,686 
76,168 
12,161 
69,990 


1,041,860 


9,876 

82,471 

7,668 

16,914 

2,106 

4,280 

7,466 

4,960 

9,6S8 

2,667 

9,062 

28,846 

6.170 

7,081 

2,672 

8,728 

17,018 

99,665 

29,094 

4,784 

4,068 

46,401 


409,174 


1,461,024 
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Report  on  tlie  Trade  of  Kvukia/ng  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mb.  AormchCoNSTTL  Clennbll. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  July  8,  lOOl.) 

My  predecessor  was  able  to  begin  his  report  on  the  trade  of  GHpom  and  net 
Kiukiang  for  1899  by  recording  an  advance  of  over  1,000,000  taels  ▼^'»««'<=n^«- 
on  the  figures  for  1898,  which  had  until  then  been  the  highest 
recorded.  It  will  be  learnt  with  no  surprise  that  the  year  1900 
shows  a  considerable,  though,  after  all,  not  a  disastrous  falling-oflF. 
The  total  volume  of  trade  has  been  less  than  in  1899  or  1898,  but 
more  than  in  1897  or  in  any  previous  year. 

The  totals  for  the  last  12  years  are  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

Uk.  taeU. 

1889 

•    *•    ..    •«    .< 

11,428,218 

1890 

•          mm                        .  •                      •  1 

11,834,012 

1891 

18,843.680 

1892 

11,838,819 

1893 

11,337,416 

1894 

11,617,476 

1896 

14,232,354 

1896 

.  '   • .           .«     . . 

14,260.103 

1897 

14,8(15,563 

1898 

17,500,552 

1899 

18,562,941 

1900 

16,856,547 

The  following  figures  show,  in  tabular  form,  the  gross  and  net 
totals  of  the  various  branches  of  trade  for  the  last  four  years  in 
Haikwan  taels : — 
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Foreign  imports 
Re-exported . . 

Native  imporU.. 
Be^xported . . 

Net  total  imports 
Kxports. . 

Total 


1897. 


Hk.  taels. 

6,576,818 

13,002 

1,223,219 

1,543 


7,784,987 
7,080,576 


Rquiv.  io  sterling. .  i     2,144,667 


Value. 


1898. 


1899. 


Hk.  taels. 
6,860,023 

7,240 
2,022,726 

2,597 


Hk.  taels. 

7,937,073 

12,602 

1 ,588,166 

3,804 


8,872,912 
8,627,640 


9,508,838 
9,054,108 


2,524,819 


2,78*,430 


1900. 


Hk.  taels. 

7,025,770 

5,669 

1,332,247 

14,962 


8,337,386 
8,019,161 


14,865,563    ,  17,500,552       18,562,941     ,  16,356,547 


2,54<i,995 


NoTJ. — The  rate  of  exchange  in  1897  wan  3s.  to  the  Haikwan  tael;  1898, 
2*.  lOfrf. ;  189P,  3*. ;  and  in  1900,  3#.  lirf. 


Omum  of  the 
dedineof 


Taking  the  average  sterling  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  for  1899 
at  '6a.  and  for  1900  at  3^;.  1^.  we  find  the  shrinkage  to  be  243,4351 
or  not  quite  9  per  cenL 

A  reference  to  the  tables  appended  to  this  report  wiU  show 
that  the  falling-ofif  is  pretty  evenly  distributed  over  almost  eveiy 
item  of  imports,  and  that  exports  have  also  suffered  almost  as 
much  though  less  uniformly. 

The  decline  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  unsettled  state  of  political 

ta^e1n^i900  ^^^^  ^^   China  generally,   but  also,  to  a  less  extent,  to  the 

*  insufficiency  of  the   harvest  in  some  portions  of  this  district 

Considering  everything,  wonder  can  only  be  felt  that  commercial 

activity  has  been  so  well  upheld. 

For  the  first  half  of  the  year,  1900  promised  to  surpass  1899 
in  prosperity.  The  amount  of  business  done  was  unprecedented. 
Even  the  customs  revenue  which  had  steadily  declined  of  recent 
years,  until  1899,  showed  a  large  increase.  Until  drought  set  in, 
about  the  middle  of  July,  harvest  prospects  were  excellent,  and 
the  people  content. 

Then  a  period  of  panic  came  to  prevail.  Eumours  of  trouble 
on  all  sides  shook  the  public  confidenca  No  one  knew  how 
seriously  or:  \\&w  soom  the:  Y^uigtze  pnyviiioe.  might  beonnie 
involved. in  the  disasters  that  had  overtaksmothepi  paste  of  ChimL' 
Not  only  did  many  foreign  residents  withdraw  to  plaeesiof  salety^ 
but  there  was  a  very  lai-ge  exodus  of  natives  also.  Importation 
of  foreign  goods  almost  ceased  for  some  months.  Native  banks 
refused  the  usual  facilities  to  their  clients.  The  potteries  at 
Ching  Te-chen,  losing  all  their  Peking  business,  almost  ceased 
work.  Thousands  were  thrown  out  of  employment.  The  frequent 
movements  of  troops,  the  activity  shown  in  re-arming  forts  and 
the  enlistment  of  local  militia  throughout  the  province  tended  to 
multiply  rumours  and  undermine  confidence.  Then  rioting  broke 
out  in  many  parts  of  this  and  some  of  the  neighbouring  provinces. 
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I  have  the  names  of  26  places  in  Kiangsi  at  which  riots  occurred 
between  July  11  and  September  2,  and  I  know  that  my  infoniia- 
tion  is  incomplete.  Much  was  heard  of  the  machinations  of 
secret  revolutionary  societies,  and  though  the  movement  was 
promptly  suppressed  it  was  evident  at  the  time  that  the 
authorities  were  seriously  alarmed.  The  di-ought  caused  much 
damage  and  loss  everywhere,  till  in  some  districts  the  country 
people  were  in  a  condition  bordering  upon  famine.  Persistent 
reports  were  current  that  irregular  troops  known  as  "Black 
Flags"  were  coming  north  from  Kuangtung,  and,  though  they 
never  came,  the  fear  of  their  approach  increased  the  general 
nervous  tension.  As  the  autumn  advanced  the  scare  died  away, 
and,  as  the  figures  show,  the  year  as  a  whole  cannot  be  considered 
a  bad  one. 

The  total  tonnage  increased  by  578,984  tons,  for  which  the  Shipping. 
German  and  Japanese  flags  are  mainly  responsible. 

In  the  table  appended  to  this  report  1  have  distinguished 
between  vessels  tracUng  under  the  Greneral  Customs  Eegulations 
and  those  under  the  Inland  Steam  Navigation  Rules. 

These  latter  are  Chinese-owned  steam  launches  plying  between 
Kiukian^f  and  various  points  on  the  Poyang  Lake.  They  go  as 
far  as  Nanch*ang  when  there  is  sufiRcient  water,  at  other  times 
only  to  Wuch'eng  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kan  River.  The  399  trips 
shown  in  the  table  were  made  by  11  launches  owned  by  three 
companies.  The  largest  of  these  launches  is  of  82  tons,  while  the 
smallest  measures  6  tons  only.  None  of  them  have  as  yet  found 
it  profitable  to  carrj  cargo,  except  small  quantities  of  treasure 
and  opium,  but  their  passenger  business  appears  to  be  considerable, 
though,  owing  to  low  water  on  the  lake  and  the  scare  caused  by 
the  crisis  in  the  north,  the  year  was  u  rather  bad  one.  14,188 
passengers  were  carried.  One  of  the  companies  hopes  this  year  to 
start  a  line  of  launches  to  Jaochou.  The  British-owned  launch 
that  figured  in  the  1899  table  has-been  withdrawn.  These  launches 
a,ve  occasionally  used  to  tow  medium-sized  cai-go  boats. 

Of  the  vessels  under  General  Regulations  the  bulk  are  regular 
river  steamers  belonging  to  the  different  companies  trading  between 
Shanghai  and  Hankow.  Four  of  these  companies  are  British,  two 
Grerman,  one  Chinese,  and  one  Japanese. 

851  trips  were  made  by  15  Britisli  steamers,  of  which  two 
were  ocean-going  vessels  which  came  here  to  discharge  coal.  The 
one  Britisli  sailing  ship  that  entered  is  a  hulk  stationed  here  since 
January  1,  1900,  by  one  of  the  steamer  companies.  Six  German 
and  six  Japanese  steamers,  of  which  five  and  four  i-espectively 
are  regular  river  boats,  account  for  the  180  and  188  trips  assigned 
to  those  flags.  The  two  Japanese  vessels  that  were  formerly  on 
the  Lower  Yangtze  have  been  replaced  by  others  of  larger  size. 
Under  the  Chinese  flag  47  difl'erent  vessels  entered  and  91  left 
the  port  under  the  Imperial  Customs.  This  includes  the  four  or 
five  regular  river  steamers,  tbe  11  launches  already  referred  to, 
and  such  lorchas  and  junks  as  fall  within  the  purview  of  the 
customs.  28  junks  were  chartered  by  British  subjects  during  the 
(856>  A  3 
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year  (18  in  January)  to  carry  cargoes  of  tobacco  to  iChinkiang, 
under  Yangtze  Eegulationfl,  1898. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Imperial  Cuetoms  only  deal 
with  a  portion  of  the  junk  trade,  most  of  which,  e,g.  the  junks  in 
which  tea  and  other  produce  comes  down  from  the  interior,  is  still 
regulated  by  the  old  Native  Customs  A^qugj. 

The  principal  feature  in  the  shipping  return  is  the  appearance 
of  two  lines  of  Grerman  steamers  on  the  Yangtze.  These  do  not, 
as  yet,  take  any  part  in  the  cargo  trade  of  the  port,  though  it  is 
understood  that  they  intend  to  do  so  if  they  can  arrange  for  the 
establishment  of  a  hulk  connected  with  the  shore.  At  present 
both  they  and  the  Japanese  vessels  anchor  in  the  stream,  and 
though  it  will  be  seen  that  a  trifling  amount  of  merchandise, 
11,082  Haikwan  taels  (1.720/.),  or  0*08  per  cent,  of  the  trade  of  the 
port  was  landed  from  the  *  latter,  it  is  still  true  as  remarked  last 
year  by  my  predecessor  that  the  carrying  trade  is  to  all  intents 
under  the  Chinese  and  British  flags  alone.  The  former  covered 
5,298,537  Haikwan  taels  (822,^578/.)  or  32-31  per  cent.,  the  latter 
11,088,190  Haikwan  taels  (l,720,979t)  or  67-61  per  cent,  of  the 
whola 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  "  with  cargo  *'  and  "  in  ballast "  under  each  flag,  i,e.  the 
proportion  that  broached  cargo  while  at  this  port : — 


British. 

Chinese. 

• 

Japanese. 

1 

Cargo.  Ballast. 

1 
G-erman. 

1 

Cargo.     Ballant. 

.      517           334 
.  ,     489           362 

.  1       ..                1 

2 

Cargo. 

205 
172 

43 

•   65 

Ballast. 

Ballast. 

Steam — 

£ntered     . 

Cleared 
Sailing— 

Entered     . 

Cleared 

34 
67 

10 

48 

6          182 
1S8 

.  •            *  • 

J     . .            .  • 

180 
180 

« • 
•  • 

CommoditiM 
origin  and 
deftination. 


(a)  Origin  of 
imports. 


It  would  add  to  the  interest  and  value  of  these  reports  were 
it  possible  to  distinguish  in  the  lists  of  imports  and  exports  the 
country  of  origin  and  ultimate  destination  of  each  item  with 
especial  reference  to  trade  which  is  actually  British.  Un- 
fortunately though  I  have  made  enquiries  I  have  found  it  as  yet 
impossible  to  obtain  statistics  from  which  to  compile  such  a  return 
in  tabular  form,  but  the  following  notes  may  be  of  some  slight 
value. 

All  foreign  gcods  imported  at  Kiukiang.  except  coal  and  refined 
sugar,  and  even  some  of  the  latter,  are  bought  by  Chinese  in 
Shanghai,  the  foreign  merchant,  in  so  far  as  he  is  an  importer, 
being  simply  a  shipping  agent  for  native  customers. 

The  customs  returns,  except  in  a  few  articles,  only  distinguish 
goods  as  foreign  or  native,  without  stating  the  country  of  origin  of 
the  former.  The  apj)ended  table  shows  the  import  of  Indian 
opium,  English,  Bombay,  and  American  sheetings,  English,  Indian 
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and  Japanese  yarn,  English  camlets,  European  (chiefly  English,  %.e. 
Bryant  and  May's  matches)  and  Japanese  matches,  and  American, 
Eussian,  and  Sumatra  kerosene  oil.  Besides  these  items,  2,835 
pieces  of  English  drills,  valued  at  1 ,612/.,  and  3,550  pieces  of  English 
je^ns,  value  1,478/.,  are  included  in  the  totals  of  12,895  pieces, 
value  7,255/.,  and  4,020  pieces,  value  1,654/.,  that  appear  in  the 
table.  The  remainder  is  made  up  of  Dutch- American  and  Indian 
manufacture. 

As  everywhere  in  China,  the  more  important  classes  of  cotton 
piece-goods  are  mainly  Mancliester  goods,  but  Japan  supplies 
lar^re  quantities  of  the  cheaper  grades  and  smaller  miscellaneous 
articles. 

The  importation  of  English  cotton  yarn  has  again  declined,  the 
amount  for  1900  being  only  451  piculs,  or  less  than  half  that  for 
]  899.  The  following  table  of  the  quantities  of  English,  Indian, 
Japanese,  and  Chinese  yam  impoi*ted  since  1895  shows,  however, 
that  all  kinds  suffered  seriously  during  the  year : — 


1395. 

PiouU. 
1,959 

45,463 
3,238 
2,310 

1896. 

Qua 

1897. 

Piculs. 
1,250 
52,597 
11.788 
14,331 

ntitj. 
1898. 

1893. 

Piculs. 
1,083 
49,142 
51,908 
41,578 

19CO. 

English           •• 
Indian . . 
Japanese 
Chinese           . . 

Piculs. 
1,194 

58,561 
1,333 
3,225 

1    Piculs. 

1,201 

46,118 

32,060 

35,657 

Piculs. 
451 
43,045 
89,032 
28,769 

The  foreign  opium,  piece-goods,  and  metals  that  arrive  here  are 
entirely  passed  through  the  Imperial  customs,  but  some  foreign 
sundries  are  imported  by  junk,  and  consequently  do  not  figure  in 
the  returns.  I  am  also  told  that  in  some  items,  e.g.,  sugar,  the 
customs  figures  are  to  be  accepted  with  caution.  The  sugar  classed 
as  foreign  acquires  that  character  by  the  fact  of  its  pi'eparation  in 
Hong-Kong.  It  is  grown  in  the  Chinese  provinces  of  Kuangtung 
and  Fukien,  and  in  Formosa. 

The  only  article  that  is  imported  direct  from  a  foreign  country 
is  Japanese  coal,  of  which  the  importation  amounted  to  1,100 
tons,  valued  at  9,350  Haikwan  taels  (1,451/.),  against  1,250  tons, 
valued  at  12,230  Haikwan  taels  (1,835/.)  in  1899.  It  is  unported 
for  the  use  of  the  Russian  tea  factories. 

The  coal  in  common  use  here  is  chiefly  brought  by  junk  from 
Hankow  or  elsewhere  in  Hupei.  Coal  is  not  much  used  by  the 
natives  of  this  district,  and  in  1900  the  price  was  too  high  to  be 
within  the  means  of  any  but  the  wealthy. 

The  importation  of  native  coal  shown  in  the  customs  returns 
was  only  234  tons,  valued  at  1,636  Haikwan  taels  (254/.). 

Bather  over  half  the  foreign  goods  imported  are  sent  up-country  (b)  Dettina- 
under  transit  pass,  i,e.  3,624,240  Haikwan  taels  (562,513/.)  out  of  *»o°  of 
7,020,101  Haikwan  taels  (1,089,579/.).  "^^^^ 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  figures  showing  the  desti  • 

(856;  Jl  4 
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nation  of  transit  pass  goods  sent  up  through  this  port  daring  the 
year : — 

(a)  Duty  Paid  Passes  for  Foreign  Goods. 


To- 

Value. 

« 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kiangsi 

Aohui 

Hupei 

Fukien        

« • 

•  > 

■  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Hk.  taelB. 

3,494,977 

106,821 

21,128 

1,319 

£ 

542,450 

16,580 

3,278 

205 

Total 

3,624,240 

562,518 

(&)  Duty  Free  Passes  for  Chinese  Cotton  Goods. 

To- 

1 

1 

1 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Kiangsi 

Anhui 

Hupoi 

1 

1 

• « 
•  • 

■  • 

Hk.  taele. 
747,696 
624 
312      1 

£ 
116,049 
98 
49 

Totel 

■ 

748,632 

116,196 

(c)  Destina- 
tion of 
exports. 


The  number  of  duty-paid  pcuases  was  28,875,  of  which  28,640 
were   granted    to    Chinese,    127     to    British    subjects,    106    to- 
Americans,  and  two  to  Eussians.     The  number  of  free  passes  wa^ 

3,580. 

The  corresponding  tables  for  1899  show  how  severely  thia 
business  has  felt  the  crisis.  In  that  year  4,244,017  Haikwan  taels' 
worth  of  goods  (of  which  4,082,173  Haikwan  taels  for  Kiangsi) 
were  sent  up  under  duty-paid  passes,  and  919,634  Haikwan  taels' 
worth  (919,167  Haikwan  taels  for  Kiangsi)  under  free  passes. 
The  actual  number  of  the  two  classes  of  passes  had  been  26,922 
and  4,751  respectively,  and  of  the  former  958  had  been  granted  to 
British  subjects,  203  to  Portuguese,  one  to  an  American,  and 
seven  to  Eussians.  Thus,  though  the  total  number  of  passes  issued 
has  somewhat  increased,  the  amount  of  goods  thus  protected  has 
declined  by  770,779  taels,  and  the  share  taken  by  foreigners  has 
been  notably  reduced. 

None  of  the  exports  of  Kiukiang  are  shipped  abroad  dii^ect. 
Some  of  the  beans  and  peas  find  their  way  to  Hong-Kong,  and 
thence  to  Singapore  and  Penang.  Some  China  root  is  retained  in 
Hong-Kong  ior  local  use.  Chin  aware  or  porcelain,  the  chief 
article  of  manufacture  in  the  district  east  of  the  Poyang  Lake,  of 
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which  (Jhing-t^-chen  is  the  centre,  is  vulgarly  known  throughout 
China  as  "  Kiukiang  ware/*  Kiukiang  being  the  port  for  its  ship- 
ment to  all  quarters  of  the  Empire.  In  normal  yeare  some  70  per 
cent,  of  the  output  of  the  best  porcelain  is  sent  to  Peking,  and 
perhaps  20  per  cent,  to  Canton.  Lower  grades  are  more  widely 
distributed.  The  amount  exported  to  foreign  countries  is  relatively 
exceedingly  small,  perhaps  100  packages  per  annum.  There  was 
an  exhibit  of  this  ware  at  the  Paris  Exhibition  of  1900  which 
obtained  an  award  of  a  silver  medal. 

Feathers  ai'e  largely  sent  to  Germany,  hemp  to  Japan,  and  a 
little  to  Germany. 

The  indigo  grown  in  tliis  district  all  finds  its  market  in 
Shanghai  or  Tientsin. 

Some  mats  find  their  way  to  the  Straits  Settlements. 

Vegetable  tallow  from  Kiukiang  is  said  to  be  all  used  in  local 
candle  factories  in  Shanghai. 

The  tobacco  grown  here  used  in  former  years  to  go  wholly  to 
Chinkiang,  but  in  1899  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  was  sold  in 
Shanghai  for  shipment  to  Japan.  In  1900  prices  ruled  too  low  to 
make  this  profitable,  especially  in  view  of  the  high  import  duty 
levied  in  that  country,  and  the  article  was  either  sold  in  China,  or 
remained  in  stock  unsold. 

The  Kiukiang  tea  that  appears  in  the  returns  is  all  destined 
for  foreign  miirkets,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  what  propor- 
tion is  consumed  in  the  three  chief  tea-drinking  countries,  the 
United  Kingdom,  Kussia,  and  the  United  States>  as  the  actual  sales 
take  place  in  Hankow  and  Shanghai. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  trade  to  send  the  first  crop,  both  of 
Keeniuns  and  Ningchows,  to  Hankow,  and  later  crops  either  to 
Hankow  or  Shanghai,  according  to  the  market  rates  prevailing  at 
those  places.  Probably  the  greater  part  of  the  black  tea  goes 
ultimately  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but  some,  and  that  of  the 
best,  goes  to  Russia.  The  subject  will  be  dealt  with  later  in  this 
report. 

The  green  teas  all  go  to  Shanghai,  and  are  largely  consumed 
in  America. 

Brick  and  tablet  tea  all  go  to  Russia.  Until  the  disturbances 
of  last  year,  the  practice  was  to  ship  it  vi4  Tientsin,  but  nearly  the 
whole  1900  output  went  direct  from  Shanghai  to  Nikolaevsk  or 
Vladivostok. 

The  importation  of  foreign  opium  was  2,222*90  piculs  (say  importo : 
2,646  cwts.  34  lbs.),  the  smallest  since  1885.  The  business  appeai-s  ^P^"^™- 
to  have  risen  to  a  maximum  of  3,620  piculs  in  1891,  and  since 
then  to  have  declined  year  by  year,  the  small  advance  recorded  in 
1899  being  due  to  exceptional  and  temporary  circumstances.  This 
article  vielded  a  revenue  of  66,687  Haikwan  taels  (10,350/.)  im- 
port duty,  and  177,832  Haikwan  taels  (27,601/.)  likin,  or  about  16 
per  cent,  in  all  on  its  total  value  of  1,588,699  Haikwan  taels 
(246,580/.).  Native  opium  is  little,  if  at  all,  grown  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  no  statistics  are  available  to  show  the  amount  imported. 
Only  8  piculs,  valued    at  2,978    Haikwan  taels    (462/.),  passed 
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Piece*goods 
«nd  yam. 


Transit  pass 
trade. 


through  the  customs.  As  everywhere  iii  China,  it  is  conveyed 
through  native  channels,  official  or  surreptitious,  and  is  used  in 
much  larger  quantities  than  the  foreign  drug. 

The  total  import  and  value  of  the  principal  articles,  as  landed 
in  Kiukiang,  are  shown  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  report.  It 
will  be  seen  that  every  class  of  cotton  piece-goods,  except  drills 
and  Bombay  sheetings,  and  every  class  of  woollen  piece-goods,  has 
declined.  Cotton  velvets  show  a  small  advance  in  value,  but  their 
volume  has  fallen  off,  while  the  increase  in  woollen  yarn  is  almost 
too  trifling  to  notice.  I  can  only  refer  the  reader  to  the  table  at 
the  end  to  judge  for  himself  what  has  happened  to  the  greater 
staples,  grey  and  white  shirtings,  English  sheetings,  lastings,  Italians, 
&c.  The  figures,  equally  eloquent  for  cotton  yam,  have  already 
been  given. 

With  regard  to  cotton  goods  a  point  of  interest  would  appear 
to  be  the  very  considerable  degree  to  which  they  are  sent  up 
country  under  transit  pass.  The  business  seems  to  be,  all  things 
considered,  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  to  work  with  very  little 
friction.  The  total  for  1900  was  2,663,657  Haikwan  taels 
(413,446/.).  The  following  figures  from  the  customs  tables  show 
the  amounts  of  the  leading  items : — 


• 

A  rticles. 

4 

r 

, .    Pieces 

•  •        II 

•  •        i» 

1 

..    Cwts. 

Quantity. 

I                  Value. 

1 

Currency. 

,    Hk.  taels. 
217,016 
216,499 
76,376 
67,061 
999,446 
879,984 

Sterling. 

Gre^  shirtings .  • 
White       r,       •• 
Sheetings,  English 
Cotton  lastings . . 
Indian  yarn 
Japanese  yam  •  • 

77i005 
45,104 
20,099 
7,711 
47,121 
43,200 
1 

£ 

33,683 

33,602 

11,854 

8,856 

155,122 

186,581 

In  addition,  34,249  cwts.  of  Chinese  cotton  yarn,  valued  at 
747,994  Haikwan  taels  (116,094/.),  the  product  of  native  or 
European  owned  mills  in  Shanghai,  were  sent  up  country  under 
3,580  free  passes,  in  accordance  with  the  special  arrangement 
mentioned  on  page  5  of  Mr.  Brady*s  report  for  1899. 

A  reference  to  the  customs  returns  for  that  year  shows,  as 
was  to  be  expected,  that  all  the  above  figures  are  very  much  smaller 
than  the  corresponding  returns  for  1899.  In  that  year  the  values 
of  the  same  staples  sent  inland  under  transit  pass  were — 
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Grey  shirtings 
White       ,. 
Sheetin)(8,  Knglish 
Cotton  lastingi 
Indian  yam 
Japanese  yam 


•  • 


•  • 


Value. 


Currency. 

Hk.  taels. 

310,206 

249,955 

153,582 

72,247 

1,096,888 

1,097,581 


Sterling. 


£ 
46^5:n 
87,493 
28,037 
10,887 
164,682 
164,630 


and  Chinese  yarn,  41,252  piculs  (49,110  cwts.),  valued  at  917,858 
Haikwan  taels  (137,679/.). 

In  metals  there  is  a  further  considerable  advance  to  record  in  Metala  and 
the  import  of  tin,  and  although  the  quantity  of  lead  declined,  it  •*****''••• 
is  returned  £is  being  of  greater  value  than  in  1899.     There  was, 
however,  a  decline  in  iron,  steel,  and  other  metal  goods. 

The  best  that  can  be  said  of  foreign  sundries  is  that  the  sugar 
import  remained  about  stationary,  i.e,  72,204i  in  place  of  72,666Z. 
Native  sugar,  however,  of  which  13,552/.  worth  was  impoited  in 
1899,  all  but  disappeared  from  the  list  in  1900.  Every  other 
item  of  any  consequence  shows  a  decrease. 

That  in  American  kerosene  oil  is  to  a  certain  extent  set  off  by 
this  article  having  been  to  some  degree  replaced  by  Russian  and 
Sumatran  oil.  The  former,  indeed,  was  imported  in  very  nearly 
the  same  bulk,  viz.,  1,173,420  gallons,  as  American  (1,183,810 
gallons),  and  its  higher  price  makes  it  now  rank  before  the  latter 
in  the  table  of  values. 

Sumatra  oil,  of  which  200,600  gallons  were  imported  in  1898, 
almost  left  the  market  in  1899,  but  seems  to  be  returning  to 
favour  again. 

The  importation  of  Japanese  matches  fell  to  less  than  half  the 
quantity  shown  in  1899.  This  was  partly  set  off  by  an  increased 
import  of  European  kinds,  but  is  perhaps  also  due  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  native  match  factory  in  Kiukiang  itself. 

Aniline  dyes  declined  doubtless  in  sympathy  with  the  reduced 
output  of  porcelain,  for  the  decoration  of  which  these  dyes  are 
now  largely  employed. 

But  it  is  needless  to  prolong  the  list.  The  fact  is  that  import 
trade  was  nearly  suspended  for  about  three  months.  During  the 
acute  period,  July  to  September,  every  branch  of  business  suffered. 
Goods  could  only  be  sold  for  ready  money,  and  many  of  the  usual 
purchasers,  particularly  the  natives  of  Canton  and  Ningpo, 
removed  from  the  port.  Thus  we  find  that  only  23,000  piculs  of 
foreign  sugar  and  294,000  gallons  of  kerosene  were  imported  in 
that  quarter,  against  36,000  piculs  and  661,000  gallons  in  the 
same  three  months  of  1899.  Almost  every  heading  tells  the 
same  tale. 

The  following  amounts   of  leading  sundries    wore   sent   up  Tnuii>it 
country  under  transit  pass : —  '"df  !«> 
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Articles. 


Matches 

Lead 

Kerosene  oil,  American 

„  Russian  . 

Seaweed 
Sui^ar,  brown   . . 

white     . . 

candy     . . 


Gh*088 

Cwts. 
Grallon^ 

Owls 

i« 
>> 
i» 


Q.uantitj. 


122,920 

10,1^25 

1,833,470 

620,430 

41,483 

2,270 

24,842 

1,259 


Value. 


Currency. 


Hk.  taels. 

29,448 

66,606 

186,689 

86,885 

99,270 

8,963 

125,202 

8,781 


Sterling. 


£ 

4,571 
10,308 
29,973 
13,506 
15,408 

1,391 
19,432 

1,343 


Importation 
of  silk  and 
mulberi*j 
vPees* 


Exports  and 

local 

products. 


Cereals. 


Peas  and 
beans. 


It  looks  from  these  figures  as  if  American  kerosene  oil  held 
its  own  in  the  inland  districts,  actually  more  having  been  senc 
inland  from  Kiukiang  than  arrived  during  the  year.  And  this 
was  so,  although  1,897,690  gallons  out  of  a  total  import  of 
1,937,826  gallons  had  gone  up  in  1899. 

The  table  of  native  imports  shows,  among  other  items,  an 
altogether  trifling  amount  of  silk,  viz.,-3,942Z.  worth  in  1900  and 
5,486/.  in  1899.  This  must  be  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  silk 
used  in  the  province.  Silk  is  not,  however,  made  locally  to  any 
extent,  but  must  come  from  Chekiang  and  Kiangsu,  or  other 
producing  provinces,  by  channels  that  do  not  come  within  the 
cognisance  of  the  Imperial  Customs,  i.e.  by  .junk  or  overland.  In 
this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  405,000  mulberry 
trees  were  imported  in  1899  and  51,400  in  1900.  I  only  know 
one  plantation  of  mulberry  trees  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  it 
may  be  that  the  cultivation  is  being  gradually  introduced  or 
revived. 

Although  the  total  value  of  the  exports  for  1900  is  less  by 
over  100,000/.  than  that  for  1899,  it  cannot  be  said  that  they 
show  the  same  general  decline  as  the  imports.  Where  they  have 
decreased  a  cause  for  the  fact  can  generally  be  assigned.  The 
following  notes  on  the  various  commodities  produced  in  this 
district  will  illustrate  my  meaning : — 

The  principal  food  crop  is  rice.  The  drought  in  August  caused 
a  rise  in  price  from  3,000  to  4,100  cash  a  shih  of  1^  piculs 
(200  lbs.),  and  the  higher  price  was  maintained  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  harvest  everywhere  poor,  and  in  the  south  seriously 
deficient,  barely  sufficed  for  local  needs,  and  left  nothing  for 
export.     A  small  quantity  of  wheat  was,  however,  exported. 

There  was  a  large  increase,  from  213,998  cwts.,  at  38,558/.,  to 
343,354  cwts.,  at  70,711/.,  in  the  export  of  peas  and  beans.  But 
the  first  crop — June — was  poor,  and  the  second  crop — October — 
much  worse,  in  fact,  largely  unsaleable.  The  goods  exported  were 
to  a  great  extent,  I  believe,  surplus  left  over  from  1899.  The 
stoppage  of  the  usual  trade  with  Newchwang  appears  to  have 
been  more  than  made  good  by  an  increased  demand  from  southern 
ports. 
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The  tobacco  trade  has  suffered  chiefly  from  unremttBefativef|\>i,Me^ 
prices.  In  1898  Kiukiang  tobacco  sold  in  Japan  at  12  to  18  taels 
a  picul.  In  1899  the  price  fell  to  4^  taels.  In  August,  1900, 
when  the  new  crop  came  in,  old  stocks  were  still  unsold,  sellers 
holding  out  for  a  rise  that  never  came.  Owing  to  the  political 
crisis  buyers  hesitated  to  come  forward,  and  the  native  banks 
refused  to  make  advances  or  give  credit,  so  that  dealers  were 
forced  to  sell  at  3  or  even  2 J  taels. 

The  first  crop  of  hemp,  more  correctly  called  ramie  fibre,  Hemp  or 
began  to  come  in  before  the  troubles  became  acute.  Even  then  """*  ^**'*' 
sellers  had  to  accept  a  loss  of  1  or  2  taels  per  picul,  and  during 
the  crisis  prices  fell  even  lower.  The  secpnd  crop — August — sold 
well,  however,  and  the  total  for  the  year  shows  an  advance  from 
83,519  cwts.,  at  83,440Z.,  to  96,689  cwts.,  at  87,596Z.  Profits,  I 
am  told,  averaged  1  tael  per  picul,  and  though  transactions  were 
hampered  by  the  diflSculty  in  getting  credit,  ready  money 
business  was  satisfactory.     The  third  crop  was  spoilt  by  drought.. 

This  commodity  i»  mostly  grown  in  the  neighbouring  province 
of  Hupei.  It  has  a  good  reputation  for  strength  and  colour.  In 
the  absence  of  the  usual  market  at  Tientsin,  the  greater  part  was 
sent  to  Japan,  and  a  little  experimentally  to  Germany. 

In  indigo  the  lose  of  the  Tientsin  trade  has  been  made  up  by^Indigo. 
an  increased  export  to  the  south,  so  that  the  net  result  is  about 
the  same  as  in  1899,  a  rather  smaller  output  at  higher  prices. 
The  figures  are  64,150  cwts.,  at  56,327/.,  against  79,324  cwts.,  at 
57,651/. 

There  has   been  a  good  market  for  sesamum  seed  and  an  8««amum 
increased  exjwrt  to  southern  ports.  ■***^' 

The  paper  trade  is  normally  with  Tientsin.      It  has   been  ^»per. 
adversely  affected  by  political  causes. 

The  exportation  of  gipund-nuts  to   Canton  in  1899   having  Ctround-nutt. 
proved  a  failure,  owing  to  the  goods  arriving  in  a  damaged  con- 
dition, has  not  been  repeated.     Consequently  this  item  shows  a 
marked  decline. 

Te  a  (Chinese^  Kiangsi  is  the  porcelains-producing  province.  Porcelain  and 
Ching  TJchSn,  the  great  manufacturing  centre  and  mart>  for  thia.?**^*'*'"- 
ware,  lies  about  70  miles  smith-east  of  iKiukiang.     It  is  here  that  i 
all  the  "Imperial  ware"  in  the  Empire  is  made,  and  ifc  may  bc«^ 
considered  the  -  sole  source  of  high  claBB  pottery  in  China.     In 
normal  years  Peking  absorbs  the  bulk  of  theioutpuU     In  1900  the 
orders  from  Peking  fell  to  less  than  a  third. of  their  usual  amount^ 
and'  of  the  25,000  oriSO^OOOi  men-  employed  in  the  works,,  not 
above  6,000  were  able  to  retain  their  employment.    The  reaetumi 
of  this  fact  on  the\  political  situatton- was  shown  by  a  formidable 
riot  on  July  11.     Owing  to  the  tightness  of  the  local  banks  the^* 
usual  orders  from  Canton  were  not  reeeived  either. 
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Thus  we  find  that  whereas  the  export  in  1899  was — 


Artioles. 

QnanHty. 

Value. 

Currenoy. 

Sterling. 

Fine  chinaware 
Coarse  chinaware 

CwtB. 

22,015 

41,755 

Hk.  taels. 
826,865 
210,440 

& 
40,080 
81,566 

And  in  1900  it  was  only — 


Articles. 


Fine  chinaware 
Coarse  chinaware 


Quantity. 


Cwts. 

11,842 

21,535 


Value. 


£ 
29,833 
16,845 


If,  instead  of  taking  the  whole  year,  we  had  only  taken  the 
acute  period,  July  to  September,  we  should  have  found  the  figures, 
in  proportion,  far  more  remarkable.  I  have  no  statement  of  the 
values,  but  the  quantities  were  : — 

!  Quantity. 


Fine  chinaware . . 
Coarse  chinaware 


1899. 


Cwt<. 
5,760 
18,940 


1900. 


CwtB. 
326 
577 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  large  consignment  of  Imperial 
ware  was  received  from  the  works  and  deposited  in  the  Taot*ai*s 
yamen  at  Kiukiang  to  be  forwarded  as  "  tribute  "  to  Siam.    At  the 
date  of  writing  it  is  still  in  the  Taot'ai's  hands. 
Tea,  black  and        I  have  the  following  notes  on  the  tea  trade  during  1900 : — 
««»n.  In  black  teas,  Keemuns  were  a  better  crop  than  in  1899.     Of 

67,000  half-chests,  50,000  were  bought  by  Russians.  Prices  for 
the  best  were  50  taels,  the  lowest  figure  being  15  taels.  They 
mostly  did  well  in  Europe. 

Ningchows,  the  other  principal  variety  grown  in  this  district, 
were  inferior  to  the  previous  year.  In  the  Wuning  district  nearly 
the  whole  crop  was  lost  by  drought.  An  authority  says : — "  The 
best  parcels  realised  57  taels,  the  next  grade  35  to  41  taels,  nearly 
all  for  Russia.  British  buyers  got  some  wonderful  value  at  about 
18  taels,,  but,  on  the  whole,  they  lost  money  in  Europe." 

Nevertheless,  the  decline  on  all  kinds  of  black  tea  wsts  only 
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from    156,158  cwts.,  valued  at  482,349/.,  to   146,688   cwts.   at 
414,974/, 

I  find  it  stated  that  for  the  first  time  on  record  uo  teas  were 
settled  in  Kiukiang  in  1900,  the  natives  bein^  now  aware  that 
Hankow  is  their  best  market,  but  that  as  the  season  advanced  a 
few  teas  were  settled,  though  natives  would  scarcely  ever  sell  in 
any  quantity  unless  they  got  better  prices  than  in  Hankow.  (See 
Customs  Report,  1900.) 

The  green  tea  harvest  was  considered  good,  though  here  again 
the  volume  and  value  of  trade  show  a  decline.  Prices  inland  for 
the  first  crop  ruled  at  20  to  30  per  cent,  less  than  in  1899,  but,  as 
the  selling  price  in  Shanghai  remained  about  the  same,  a  fair 
profit  WHS  made.  Hohows  were  of  good  average  quality  and  were 
freely  taken  at  15  taels  for  the  best.  Kutoans  were  poor  in  make 
and  liquor,  but  easily  found  buyers  at  16  to  18J  taels. 

In  brick  tea  the  export  shows  an  advance  from  51,610  to  Tea»  brick  and 
60,794  cwts.,  but  this  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that^  ^^' 
whereas  the  figures  for  1900  include  a  portion  of  the  1899  crop, 
none  of  the  1900  crop  was  left  over  to  be  dealt  with  in  1901. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  tablet  tea,  of  which  the  output  has, 
however,  slightly  fallen  off. 

These  articles  are  prepared  from  tea-dust  for  the  Russian 
market  at  the  factories  of  Messi-s.  Tokmakotf,  Molotkoff  and  Co. 
and  Molchanoff,  Petchatnoff  and  Co.  Both  worked  busily,  night 
and  day,  during  several  months  of  the  summer  and  autumn,  making 
an  effort  to  dispose  of  their  entire  stock  some  two  months  earlier 
than  usual  in  view  of  the  chance  of  untoward  events  occurring  on 
the  Yangtze.  Consequently  they  closed  their  active  season  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  As  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  tmnsport  to 
Tientsin,  the  cargo  was  diverted  to  Russian  ports  direct. 

Expensive  hydraulic  engines  for  making  tablet  tea  are  now  in 
use  in  the  factories,  and  the  old  wooden  presses  for  making  the 
bricks  are  being,  or  have  been,  replaced  by  steel  moulds  of  an 
improved  pattern. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  season  the  price  of  the  dust  used  for 
brick  tea  ruled  at  about  11  to  12  taels  per  picul,  against  7  to  8  taels 
in  1899.  The  Chinese  dealers  combined  to  demand  13  taels,  but 
the  outbreak  of  the  northern  troubles  compelled  them  to  accept  a 
reduction,  and  before  the  season  closed  they  were  selling  at  about 
6  taels.  For  tablet  tea  a  better  quality  of  dust,  at  considerably 
higher  price,  is  required. 

For  the  manufacture  of  brick  tea  the  dust  is  moistened  by 
steam.  It  is  then  subjected  to  a  pressure,  applied  by  steam 
power,  of  12  tons  to  the  whole  surface  of  each  brick.  The 
pressure  is  only  applied  for  a  second  or  two,  but  the  mould  is 
immediately  locked  with  wedges  and  kept  so  for  about  two  hours. 
The  bricks  are  about  8  J  by  6  by  1  inch  in  size,  aud  vary  in  weight 
from  1  to  2  J  lbs.  for  different  grades. 

The  tablets  are  made  by  means  of  a  hydraulic  press.  The 
dust  is  used  dry  and  a  very  high  pressure  is  required,  as  it  is  only 
applied  for  a  fraction  of  a  second.     When  made  they  somewhat 
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resemble  cakes  of  chocolate,  weighing  about  4  ozs.  eacli.  They  are 
then  tastefully  wrapped  in  paper  covers  and  packed  in  baskets 
suitable  for  camel  transport. 

The  following  table,  in  piculs  and  taels,  shows  the  immediate 
destination  of  the  tea  exported  during  the  year : — 


To  Hankow. 

Kind  of  Tea.  ;  -  -  

Q.uantitj.  Value. 

Ficuls.  Hk.  taels. 

Black I      108,855  2,379,904 

vTTBen    ••         ••         ••(  «»  I  •• 

Brick     ••         ..         ••'  ••  •• 

XbDI6C    .•  «•  **i  **  ** 

Sundry !         1,299  6,403 

Total     . .         . .  I  .   109,654  ^    2,386,397 


To  Shanghai. 


Quantity.  Value. 


Piculf. 

14,8o6 

35,997 

51,067 

1,008 

3,576 


106,503 


Hk.  taels. 

293,626 

1,099,160 

507,859 

16,030 

18,948 


1,935,623 


Outward 
transit  pass 
trade. 


Customs 
revenue. 


The  total  value  of  goods  brought  from  the  interior  under 
outward  transit  passes  was  36,085  Haikwan  taels  (5,601/.),  of 
which  31,808  Haikwan  taels  (4,937/.)  is  referable  to  9,710  cwt«. 
of  tobacco,  and  the  remainder  to  trifling  consignments  of  indigo, 
lotus  nuts  and  melon  seeds.  Only  42  passes  were  issued.  These 
figures  show  a  slight  advance  on  those  for  1899,  when  outward 
jjassci?  were  issued  for  goods  worth  34,097  Haikwan  taels 
(5,115/.),  of  which  27,652  Haikwan  taels  (4,178/.)  is  referable 
to  tobacco. 

The  attempt  noticed  by  my  predecessor  to  extend  the 
Chinkiang  system  of  outward  transit  passes  covering  Chinese 
owned  cargo  to  this  port  has  not  been  persisted  in.  The  objec- 
tion of  the  local  officials  to  foreigners  using  their  name  to  protect 
goods  which  are  in  fact  the  property  of  Chinese  clients  is  a  natural 
one,  especially  in  view  of  the  depleted  state  of  the  Provincial 
Exchequer,  and  it  appears  to  have  the  support  of  treaty.  There 
are  indications,  however,  that  outward  transit  pass  business  may 
be  shortly  revived  on  another  footing,  Kecent  reductions  in  the 
likin  charges,  however,  make  it  no  longer  of  much  advantage  to 
take  out  passes. 

The  revenue  derived  by  the  Imperial  Customs  from  this  port 
appears,  in  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  volume  of  trade,  to  be 
steadily  though  slowly  falling-off.  This  is  most  mai'ked  in  the 
duty  and  likin  collected  on  opium,  which  yield  less  by  over 
100,000  taels  than  they  did  seven  or  eight  years  ago.  The  total 
revenue  for  the  last  10  years  has  been  as  follows : — 
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ir 


Year. 


1891 
]8d2 
1898 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


This  last  total  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Import  duty  (exolutiTe  of  opium)  •  • 

Opium  dutj 

Export  du^  

Coast  trade  duty 

Tonnage  dues         

Transit  dues  

Opium  lildn 


Amount. 


Hk.  taels. 

1,156,854 

1.047,788 

1,026,748 

1,001^26 

1,076,479 

997,889 

921,851 

959,635 

987,636 

880,182 


Amount. 


Hk.  taels. 

5,091 

66,687 

564,589 

5,679 

1,041 

58,813 

177,882 


These  sums  were  paid  by  merchants  of  different  nationalities 
in  the  following  proportions  : — 


Nationalitj. 


Amount. 


British         

Chinese  (including  opium  duty)  • . 
American    ..         ••         ..         ..         •• 

Hnssian  ••         ••         ••         •• 

Japanese 


Hk.  taels. 

486,128 

898,810 

179 

64 

1 


Figures  which  show  plainly  how  much  the  question  of  increasing 
or  otherwise  readjusting  the  customs  duty  is  one  in  which  the 
United  Kingdom  has  a  predominant  interest,  at  least  as  far  as  this 
port  is  concerned. 

Movements  of  treasure  during  the  year  show  that  nearly  Treasure. 
800,000  taels  more  of  silver  were  sent  away  than  arrived  at  this 
port.  The  figures  are : — Imported,  1,275,336  Haikwan  taels,  of 
which  826,261  Haikwan  taels  from  Hankow,  226,250  Haikwan 
taels  from  Shanghai,  105,925  from  Chinkiang,  and  the  rest  from 
Nanking,  Anch'ing,  Wuhu,  and  Tatung;  exported,  2,044,449 
Haikwan  taels,  of  which  1,291,237  Haikwan  taels  to  Shanghai, 
649,302  Haikwan  taels  to  Hankow,  114,710  Haikwan  taels  to 
Chinkiang,  and  the  rest  to  Nanking,  Anch'ing,  and  Wuhu, 

So  anxious  and  troubled  a  year  as  1900  was  naturally  unfavour-  ConbLudiag 

(856)  B  remarks. 
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able  to  new  enterprises  of  any  kind,  and  there  is  little  progress  to 
record.  All  four  British  steamship  companies  have  now  satisfac- 
tory wharfage  accommodation  in  the  form  of  hulks  connected 
with  the  shore  by  pontoons ;  one  company  having  moored  a  new 
hulk,  and  another  connected  its  hulk  with  the  shore  during  the 
year. 

The  question  of  extending  the  anchorage  and  of  aflfording 
wharfage  room  for  the  German  and  Japanese  companies  has  been 
kept  in  view,  but  no  important  step  was  taken  till  after  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Mv  assistance  was  asked  to  secure  protection  for  an  engineer 
who  desired  to  visit  certain  coal  mines  in  the  interior  about  the 
beginning  of  July,  but  the  times  were  so  unpropitious  that,  after 
consulting  the  Chinese  oflScials,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  prevail 
upon  this  gentleman  to  postpone  his  journey  and  send  a  native  in 
his  place.  The  same  matter  c^me  up  in  another  form  in  December, 
but  again  the  intended  journey  was  postponed. 

A  native  match-factory  was  opened  in  the  spring  in  the  suburbs 
of  Kiukiang,  under  the  patronage  of  the  local  officials.  The 
making  of  the  match-boxes  appears  to  be  let  out  among  the 
inhabitants  of  several  neighbouring  villages  and  to  aflbrd  employ- 
ment to  a  great  many  poor  people.  I  am  told  that  the  bulk  of  the 
product  goes  to  Hankow,  as  the  natives  here  object  to  the  sulphur 
used  in  this  manufacture,  but  I  have  already  noted  that  the  found- 
ing of  this  factory  coincides  with  a  marked  decrease  in  the 
importation  of  matches  from  Japan. 

The  summer  and  autumn  were  unusually  hot  and  dry.  A 
temperature  of  over  100  degrees  in  the  shade  was  registered  on 
about  20  days,  104  degrees  on  four  days  (August  13, 14,  15,  and  18). 
The  drought  caused  the  Yangtze  to  fall  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  lower  than  it  had  been  at  a  corresponding  season  for  over  30 
years.  Navigation  became  somewhat  difficult,  and  by  December 
it  was  questionable  whether  the  ordinary  river  steamers  would  be 
able  to  accomplish  their  joumeya  There  were  several  cases  of 
vessels  grouhding,  but  no  really  serious  accident. 

I  have  to  thank  Mr.  T.  F.  Hughes,  Conmiissioner  of  Customs, 
for  courteously  granting  me  access  to  the  returns  upon  which*  the 
figui'es  embodied  in  and  appended  to  this  report  are  founded,  and 
also  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  received  by  reading  his  report 
on  the  trade  of  the  year. 
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Table  I. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Kiukiang  during  the  Years  1900-18&9. 


A-MAA^kl^^ 

* 

1900. 

1899. 

Ml  IMU^e 

CwU.       ... 

Value. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Beani  and  peai 

•••              ••• 

848,354 

70,711 

218,998 

88,668 

China-root     ... 

•••              «•■ 

»»           ••• 

8,261 

6,290 

6,r0e 

5,988 

Chinaware,  Ane 

eoane 

•••              ••• 

e»«              ••• 

t»           ••• 
»»           ••• 

11,842 
21.586 

29,888 
16,845 

}   68,770 

80,696 

Coton,  raw   ... 

•••              ••• 

11           ••• 

4,481 

8,010 

... 

«•• 

Crackers,  lli^worlu 

•••              ••• 

i» 

2,142 

J?I* 

... 

•  •• 

Featben 

••«              ••■ 

«t           ••• 

1,874 

2,114 

614 

891 

<}raas-eloUi,  fine 

couree 
Qround-nnM  ... 

•••              ••• 

•••              ••• 

•  ••              •— 

•» 

ft           ••• 

It           ••• 

2,467 

10^ 

8,^ 

18,061 

85,884 

^042 

}    10,889 
20,427 

86«816 
6,626 

Hemp  ...       ... 

•••              «•• 

»»           ••• 

95,689 

87,596 

88,619 

88,440 

Hidee,  eow     .«. 

••«              ••• 

tt           ••• 

2,181 

6,088 

••• 

•  •• 

ladlfo,  liquid... 

•••              ••• 

»i           •• 

64,160 

56,827 
2,168 

79,824 

67,661 

ZiOtuf  note     ^ 

«e«               ••• 

„ 

1,546 

1,287 

l,Ml 

Mat8,  tamboo 

•••               ••• 

Pieces      ... 

209,888 

4,876 

285,616 

5,849 

Paii^,  1ft  quaUtf 

•••               ••• 

Owli.       ... 

16,888 

80,451 

\  211.881 

188  809 

„      2ndqna]i7 

•—              ••• 

,4 

74,988 

68,706 

•W|WV 

fieed,  melon   ... 
^    seaamun 

••■               ••• 
•••               ••• 

»t 

pieces     ... 

10,181 
101,266 

6,955 
41,699 

}   89,011 

48,622 

Skins,  anorted 

•••               ••• 

68,088 

1,882 

•  * 

Tallow,  vegetable 

•••               ••• 

Cwts.       ... 

8,880 

8,712 

12,796 

12^ 

Tea— 

Blick 

•••               ••• 

••          ••• 

146,688 

414,974 

166,158 

481,849 

Qreen        »— 

eve               ••• 

It          ••• 

42,864 

170,599 

48,692 

218,877     , 

Brick 

•••               ••• 

fi          ••• 

60,794 

78,824 

01,610 

68,526 

Tablet 

•••               ••• 

II          ••• 

1,200 

2,488 

1,846 

2,696 

^^bz  •••          ••• 

•••               ••• 

•»          ••• 

5,611 

M«2 

•  •• 

••• 

Tin,  eompound 

•••               ••• 

•1          ••• 

1«886 

!'^ 

••• 

••• 

Tobaeeo,  prepared 
„        leaf... 

•••               ••• 

•••              ••• 

ft 

II          ••• 

4,486 
98,820 

9,863 
60,204 

9,068 
88,792 

18,006 
68,806 

Wheat ...       ... 

•••               ••• 

t»          ••• 

16,764 

2,947 

•  •• 

•••  J 

Other  expoTti... 

e**               ••• 

••• 

••« 

10,266 

•  •• 

26,8^ 

Total    ... 

.•** 

1,246,968 

•  •• 

1,808,686 
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Table  11. — ^Return  of  the  Principal  Artides  of  Import  into 
Kiukiang  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


▲nlelM. 

1900. 

1890. 

QoantUy. 

Yaloe. 

<^aanttty. 

Value. 

FOBBIQB  OOOM. 

4 

£ 

jIaIwa         ...       ... 

•  •• 

Cwts. 

••• 

2,666 

246^786 

8,066 

266,478 

PmtoA         

•  •• 

** 

«e» 

10 

844 

8 

1,407 

•  ■• 

ti 

••e 

••• 

ee* 

1 

82 

Cotton  good*— 
Shlrtingi— 
Grey       

. 

•  •• 

Pieces 

••e 

^l^fS 

68,668 

176,600 

71,967 

White     

•  •■ 

fi 

•  •• 

66,627 

61,809 

79,666 

62,091 

Otber  kindf 

•«■ 

»t 

•ee 

7,427 

4,979 

10,824 

8,100 

T-dotltf      

••• 

ti 

••• 

18,620 

8,086 

60,710 

11,666 

Drllla          

•*• 

II 

••« 

12,886 

7,266 

11,116 

6,842 

Jeaaa          

•  ■• 

II 

•  •• 

4,020 

1,664 

.•• 

•  •• 

Sheedngi— 

Engliih 

••• 

•1 

•ea 

46,681 

26,880 

78,018 

88,046 

Bombay  ... 

•  •• 

11 

••• 

4,860 

2,862 

2,860 

1,848 

Amerlfiftn 

•  ■• 

It 

•  •• 

8,288 

1,998 

6,180 

2,788 

Chinuses  and  printt 

•  •• 

i» 

•ae 

18,827 

8,812 

18,961 

4,272 

Turkey-red  oottoni 

••• 

i» 

■  •• 

10,728 

8,982 

1^462 

4,200 

Cotton— 

Lutings  ... 
Italians 

eee 

••• 

11 
II 

••• 

11,878 
16,966 

18,621 
16,180 

\     29,911 

28,244 

Velvets 

•  •• 

II 

•  •« 

^'•i! 

2,464 

2,682 

2,486 

Flannels 

«•• 

II 

•  •• 

7,120 

2,867 

*•* 

8,646 

Yarn- 

English 

•  •■ 

Cwts. 

Mia 

687 

2,896 

1,289 

4,609 

•  •■ 

It 

■  •• 

61,2U 

169,681 

68,602 

170,882 

.lapan 

•  ■• 

II 

•■• 

46,266 

147,196 

61,790 

172,488 

Other  ootton  goods 

•  •• 

... 

... 

6,824 

•*• 

4,194 

Woollen  gooda— 

CamletL  English  ... 

e*« 

•  •• 

Pieces 
II 

e»* 
eae 

8,771 
4,670 

7,887 
4,947 

4,110 
6,716 

8,014 
6,619 

Spanish  stripes     .» 
Cloth,  broad  and  BaMi 

•— 

II 

e»e 

1,896 

4,011 

2,172 

4,146 

an 

t« 

•e» 

424 

8,462 

792 

6,127 

Woollen  yam 

•  •• 

CwU. 

•  •• 

186 

2,270 

189 

2,111 

Other  woollen  goods 

»•• 

e«e 

•  •• 

2,868 

•  M 

8,090 

Metals- 

Iron  wire    ...       *— 
Other  iron  goods  ... 

••• 
•  •• 

Cwts. 
II 

••• 

6,160 
10,864 

4,097 
8,660 

}     80,679 

12,867 

Tin,  in  slabs 

•«■ 

II 

eee 

1,810 

9,996 

786 

8,798 

„     plates 

•  •• 

II 

■•a 

112 

87 

•«• 

••* 

Lead,  in  pigs 

•  •• 

tf 

■  •• 

JJS* 

12,286 

14,482 

11,101 

Steel  plate  cnttingi 

•e« 

•1 

aae 

11,906 

4,684 

18,406 

8,888 

Other  metals 

•  •a 

... 

•  •■ 

2,208 

... 

2,406 

Sundries— 

B6che-de»mer 

••« 

Cwti. 

••• 

861 

2,818 

629 

5,668 

Birds-nests .«       ... 

—• 

II 

••• 

20 

2,899 

... 

••• 

•  •• 

_ii 

••• 

44,019 

1,616 

64,860 

1,908 

\^DA1  ■••           •••           ••• 

•  •• 

Tons 

■  •■ 

1,781 

2,888 

1,990 

2,861 

Cottle-flsb  ...       ^ 

••« 

Cwto. 

eee 

964 

2,746 

•  •• 

... 

Dyes,  aniline 

•  •■ 

... 

••■ 

6,728 

»  •• 

7,298 

funs ...       ...       ... 

•  •• 

Pieces 

•  •• 

1,926,924 

4,889 

2,081,042 

7,802 

Qlnieog,  American— 

Clarifled 

Crude      

•  •• 

Cwts. 
It 

■  ■• 

61 
86 

16^698 
4,441 

}         ^^^ 

2,787 

Matches,  European 
;,        Japan    ... 

•  ■  » 

•  •• 

Oroes 
II 

•  •• 

66,910 
64,166 

2.268 
1,826 

}   174,680 

6,616 

Medicines « 

■  •• 

•*• 

... 

1,976 

ee* 

••« 

Oil,  kerosene^ 

American           ... 

•  •• 

Gallons 

■  ■• 

1,188,810 

29,687 

1,987.826 

88,712 

Bnsslan 

•  •• 

It 

ees 

1,178,420 

80,676 

986,900 

18,460 

Sumatra • 

••« 

II 

eae 

87,800 

948 

7,600 

166    . 

Paper         

•  •• 

Cwts. 

•  •• 

888 

1,768 

••• 

••• 

Pepper        

••• 

II 

••« 

2,410 

7,784 

2,680 

7,878 

Sandalwood 

••• 

II 

•e* 

2,480 

6,766 

4,081 

8,068 

Seaweed      ...       ... 

•  •• 

It 

•ee 

62,601 

24,087 

72,967 

26,476 

Sunr— 

Brown     

•  •• 

It 

e«a 

27,178 

16,868 

^ 

White      ...       ... 

•  •■ 

It 

e«» 

11,826 

9,198 

>     96^946 

72,666 

Refined    ...       .•• 

•  «e 

II 

•  •• 

49,842 

46,168 

• 

Candy     

•  •• 

_.»» 

ese 

4,880 

6,817 

6,786 

4,616 

Umbrellas,  ootton .. 
Other  foreign  goods 

•  •• 

Pieces 

•  •• 

46,860 

2,884 

eaa 

•  •• 

••• 

1... 

•ee 

27,098 

e«e 

46,690 

Total  foreign  goodi 

••• 

1,089,679 

*•• 

1,188,670 

KIUKIANG. 


21 


Eeturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Kiukiang  during 

the  Years  1900-1899— continued. 


■    .      i 

Articles. 

1900. 

1899. 

quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Nativs  Goods. 

Cotton  jam Cwts. 

CutUe-nsh      „ 

Fish,  dried  and  salt ,     „ 

Fungus          ...        '     „ 

Medicines       ...       ...        ... 

Nankeen        Pieces      ... 

Ojpiom Cwts. 

Suk,  all  sorts ...       ...       ...      ,» 

Sugar   ...        .M       ...        ...      II 

Tobacco,  prepared „ 

Other  native  goods 

86,582 

13,298 

1,178 

707 

•  •• 

987 

10 

60 

417 

1,068 

£ 

124,004 

37,654 

8,071 

2,286 

1,887 

6,522 

462 

3,942 

362 

8,881 

20,382 

49,498 

8,079 

1,80^ 

675 

•  •• 

1,293 

12 

96 

18,750 

1,193 

•  •• 

£ 

188,209 

19.124 
2,948 
2,053 
2,454 

10,059 

654 

5,486 

13,552 
4,236 

88,885 

Total  native  goods    ... 
Grand  total    

204,453 

•  •• 

•  •• 

237,654 

1,294,082 

1,426,324 

Table  III. — Eeturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Kiukiang 

during  the  Year  1900. 

Entered. 


steam. 


Sailing. 


Nationality. 


Under  General  Begu- 
lations— 
British       ...        ■■< 

Chinese     

Japanese 

German    ... 


Under  Inland  Steam 

Navigation  Bules— 

Chinese     

Total 

„    1899     ... 


Number  of 
VesseU. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

851 
239 
188 
180 

1,000,035 
848,784 
115,451 
232,537 

1 

58 

•  •• 

•  •• 

1.458 
399 

1,696,757 
10,835 

54 

•  •• 

1,857 
1,620 

1,707.592 
1,414,678 

54 
64 

Tons. 


Toul. 


1,650 
13,176 


14,826 


14.826 
17,970 


Number  of 
I    Vessels.  . 


852 
292 
188 
180 


Tons. 


399 


1,911 
1,684 


1,001,685 
361,910 
115,451 
232,537  1 


Total 

Value  of 

Cargo. 


904,897 

391,117 

1.720 


1,512        1,711,583 


10,885  i 

1,722,418 
1,482,648 


1,297,234 
1,428,785 


Cleared. 


• 

Nationality. 

SaUing. 

Total. 

Total 

Value  of 

Cargo. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of i     -^„_       Number  of     ~^_. 

Vessels,  i     T*»°"-        Vessels.  '     ^''^' 

1                  1 

Under  General  liegu- 
lations — 

British       

Chinese     

Japanese  

German     ...       ... 

651 
239 
188 
180 

1,000,085 
348,734 
116,451 
232,537 

2 
107 

•  •• 

•  •• 

549 
14,621 

•  •• 

853 
34tf 
188 
180 

1,000,684 
863,356 
115.451 
282,587 

£ 

816,582 
481,261 

... 

... 

Under  Inland  Steam 
Navigation  Rules- 
Chinese     ... 

1,458 
899 

1,696,757 
10,835 

100 

••• 

15,170 

•  •• 

1,567 
899 

1,711,027 
10,885 

... 
... 

Total  ...        ... 

„    1899     ... 

1,857 
1,617 

1,707,592 
1,414,572 

109           16,170    1     1.966 
88           18,976         1,705 

1 

1,722,762 
1,488,548 

1.247,848 
1,360.576 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  Camion  for  the  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Consul-General  Scott. 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  July  9,  1901.) 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  Canton  during  the  year  1900  Total  trade, 
as  recorded  in  the  returns  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs, 
which  take  cognisance  only  of  the  trade  imported  and  exported 
in  foreign  bottoms,  as  compared  with  the  year  1899  (the  difference 
in  exchange  being  about  Z\  per  cent,  in  favour  of  1900)  was 
8,231,714/.,  agjunst  8,873,771/.,  showing  a  decrease  of  642,057/.  Dtoreaw. 
Large  as  this  decrease  is  it  still  leaves  the  trade  of  the  year 
1900  the  largest  on  record  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1899. 

The  result  of  the  year  s  trading  may,  therefore,  as  it  stands  be 
considered  highly  satisfactory  and  of  large  promise  for  the  future 
of  the  port,  but  when  the  figures  are  analysed  it  will  be  seen 
that  they  are  far  more  satisfactory  than  at  first  appears. 

Both  foreign  imports  and  native  imports  dhow  a  sterling 
increase,  the  falling-oflf  has  occurred  entirely  in  exports,  almost 
altogether  in  the  one  item  of  silk. 

It  may  here  be  stated  that,  owing  to  the  fact  that  lar<^e 
quantities,  that  indeed  the  bulk  of  the  trade  in  many  of  the 
principal  articles  of  native  produce  and  foreign  and  native  im- 
ports are  conveyed  to  and  from  Hong-Kong  in  native  craft  which 
do  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs, 
the  statistics  of  the  trade  of  the  port  available  are  extremely  im- 
perfect and  by  no  means  show  the  actual  quantities  exported  and 
imported,  which  are  much  greater  than  those  stated. 

The  value  of  the  import  trade  as  compared  with  that  of  1899  Importi. 
was  2,132,449/.,  against  2,079,294/.,  a  slight  increase  due  to  the 
difference  in  the  exchange. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  nominal  increase  would  have  been  Portion  of 
a  real  and  substantial  one  had  it  not  been  for  the  large  trans-  ^® 
ference  and  divergence  of  the  trade  in  certain  important  items,  ^^*'**^- 
notably  in  cotton  yarn  and  kerosene  oiL    The  transference  has 
been  from  foreign  bottoms  to  native  craft,  and  has  been  caused  by 
the  facilities  in  the  way  of  lighter  taxation  offered  by  the  native 
Chinese  fiscal  authorities  on  goods  so  carried,  and  the  tranference 
has  been  a  divergence  of  a  certain  proportioh  of  the  trade  from 
(858)  A  2 
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the  route  via  Canton  direct  to  the  ports  on  the  West  River  and 
also  to  the  various  poits  on  the  seaboard  and  in  the  delta,  goods 
destined  for  which  are  taken  cognisance  of  and  the  native  duties 
are  collected  at  the  customs  stations  of  Kowloong  and  Lappa. 
There  are,  however,  no  grounds  for  thinking  that  the  consumption 
of  these  classes  of  foreign  goods  in  any  way  decreased  during 
the  year,  there  is  on  the  contrary  every  reason  to  believe  that  it 
increased. 

The  import  of  yarn,  British  and  Indian,  has  apparently  fallen 
off  from  6,442,135  lbs.,  valued  at  123,174/.,  to  1,562,532  lbs.,  valued 
at  33,789/..  a  decrease  of  4,879,603  lbs.  in  quantity,  and  89,485/. 
in  value.  In  like  manner  the  small  quantity  of  Japanese  yam 
imported  into  this  market  fell  from  14,801  to  5,200  lbs. 
oil.  In  the  same  way  and  for  the  like  reasons  there  was  a  heavy 
decrease  in  the  import  of  kerosene  oil.  In  1899  of  the  three  kinds 
of  oil  consumed  here  American,  Russian,  and  Sumatran,  7,712,li50 
gallons,  valued  at  169,652/.,  were  imported,  in  1900  only  1,837,627 
gallons,  valued  at  47,708/.,  came  to  Canton  in  foreign  bottoms,  a 
decrease  of  5,875,553  gallons  in  quantity  and  12fl,944/.  in  value. 
The  loss  in  value  on  the  import  of  these  two  items  alone  has, 
therefore,  been  211,429/. 

In  raw  cotton,  iron,  and  other  articles  there  has  cdso  been  in 
a  large  measure  the  same  transference  of  the  import  trade  which, 
at  any  rate,  has  resulted  in  the  important  advantage  that  the 
foreign  goods  concerned  have  reached  the  consumers  at  a  less  cost 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

The  import  of  the  remaining  principal  articles  enumerated  in 
the  appended  table  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 
^*"»-  Opium,  which  still  remains  by  far  the  most  valuable  item 

representing  as  it  does  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  of  the  foreign 
imports  in  value,  shows  a  slight  increase  of  some  500  lbs.,  the 
figures  being  921,997  lbs.,  valued  at  669,628/.,  in  1900,  against 
921,490  lbs.,  valued  at  605,912/.,  in  1899.  Indian  opium,  apart 
from  the  native  drug,  is  alone  consumed  in  this  market,  and 
except  that  there  was  an  inci^ease  in  the  import  of.Patna  at  the 
expense  of  Malwa,  the  trade  does  not  call  for  remark.  It  is  said 
that  large  quantities,  as  much  as  50  chests  a  month,  reach  the 
west  part  of  the  province  through  the  French  concession  of  Kuang 
Chou  Wan ;  it  should  seem,  however,  that  during  the  past  year 
it  has  not  affected  the  inland  markets  supplied  from  Canton.  It 
is  probable  that  the  import  of  opium  at  Kiungchow  and  Pakhoi 
will  show  a  decrease  for  the  year. 
C<M(m  goods.  With  the  exception  of  T-cloths,  figured  cottoi^s  and  Japanese 
cotton  cloth,  which  have  fallen  off  to  some^xteut,  the  13  principal 
articles  of  cotton  piece-goods  all  show  an  increase  which,  in  some 
cases,  is  considerable. 

Giey  shirtiugs  have  increased  from  80,587  to  98,040  pieces, 
white  shirtings  fiom  150,140  to  152,872  pieces,  dyed  cottons  by 
200  pieces,  British  drills  from  7,075  to  8,461  pieces,  handkerchiels 
from  28,039  to  34,388  dozens,  the  general  tendency  of  the  trade 
being  upwards,  a  result  of  the  year's  trading,  which  was  certainly 
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not  anticipated  by  those  engaged  in  it  in  Hong-Kong.  It  is,  of 
course,  possible  that  a  less  quantity  left  Hong-Kong  in  native 
craft  but  that  does  not  appear  at  all  probable.     * 

The  trade  in  woollens  is  not  important  here,  but  the  principal  WooUeiu. 
items,  British  camlets,  lastings,  long-ells,  Spanish  stripes,  lustres, 
all  show  a  fair  advance  with  the  exception  of  long-ells. 

Metals  are  also  not  largely  imported  here.  In  copper,  imported  MoUb. 
mainly  for  minting  purposes,  there  is  a  large  increase,  from 
94,530  lbs.  in  1899  to  839,733  lb  ?.  in  1900,  valued  respectively  at 
2,087/.  and  31,139/.  Many  of  the  other  items  show  a  compara- 
tive decrease,  but  it  is  understood  that  this  is  due  to  a  transference 
of  the  carrying  trade  as  in  the  case  of  other  goods. 

Of  the  long  list  of  goods  imported  under  the  heading  of  SundriM. 
"  sundries,"  it  may  be  asserted  that  the  fluctuations,  either  upwards 
or  downwards  have  been  normal,  except  in  the  case  of  goods 
imported  from  Tientsin  and  Newchuang.  It  is  in  these  articles 
alone,  and  then  only  in  a  much  less  degree  than  could  have  been 
expected,  that  the  baneful  influence  of  the  political  troubles  in 
the  North  has  aflected  the  import  trade  of  this  district  during  the 
year. 

Of  foreign  sundries  it  may  be  noticed  that  wheat  flour  has  Flour, 
increased  in  round  numbers  from  26,000,000  lbs.  to  29,000,000  lbs. 
Although  it  is  impossible  that  flour  will  ever  become  the  staff  of  life 
of  the  people  in  this  part  of  China,  superseding  rice  in  the  case  of  the 
well-to-do,  and  sweet  potato  gruel  in  that  of  the  very  poor,  there 
is  no  doubt  a  much  larger  consumption  to  be  anticipated  than  at 

{►resent.  Wheat-flour  is  and  must  remain  a  comparative  luxury, 
t  is  used  chiefly  in  making  the  pastry  of  all  kinds  of  meat,  fruit, 
and  vegetable  dumplings,  and  in  cakes  of  various  kinds.  A  very 
small  quantity  only  is  used  by  the  Chinese  in  the  form  of  bread. 
At  present  Californian  flour  holds  a  monopoly  of  the  trade,  but 
it  seems  possible  that  Australian  flour  might  find  a  market  here 
and  compete  successfully  with  the  American  article. 

Japanese   matches,  which  are  now  alone  enumerated  iu  tlie  Matches, 
returns  show  a  slight  falling-off,  from  some  924,000  to  889,000  ^^ross. 

White  indiarubber  shoes,  which  are  used  as  shoes  and  not  as  a  Indiarubbw 
protection  from  the  wet,  increased  from  8,761  to  20,364  pairs.  ®^*^' 

Aniline  dyes  fell  off  slightly.  Anilin*  dj m. 

There  is  a  considerable  and  probably  increasing  demand  for  all 
kinds  of  electrical  apparatus  in  the  shape  of  phonographs,  tele- 
phones, Eontgen-rays  apparatus,  gramophones,  cinematographs, 
some  for  busiuess  purposes ;  but  even  the  Eontgen-rays  apparatus 
is  looked  upon  as  a  toy,  and  when  in  a  carved  wood  shop  a 
short  time  since,  I  was  asked  by  the  enterprising  proprietor  if  I 
would  not  like  to  see  my  own  heart,  and  found  a  Eontgen  rays 
apparatus,  with  an  oil  engine,  dynamo,  and  storage  batteries,  all 
in  full  working  order. 

The  total  value  of  the  export  trade  was  only  3,268,531/.,  as  Kxporu. 

against  4,040,872/.  in  1899,  a  decrease  of  no  less  than  772.341/. 

In  silk  from  the  steam  filatures  alone  there  was  a  decrease  of 

1,185,231  lbs.,  valued  at  822,240/.,  which  at  once  accounts  for  the 
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falling-off  in  the  export  trade,  and  indeed  much  more  than 
accounts  for  it.  In  all  other  articles  there  have  been  the  normal 
fluctuations,  about  which  any  remarks  are  useless,  as  owing  to  the 
export  of  produce  to  Hong-Kong  in  native  craft,  except  in  the  case 
of  a  few  articles,  no  statistics  are  obttdnable. 
Silk  tnde.  The  following  report  on  the  silk  trade  has  been  kindly  furnished 

to  me  by  a  firm  doing  a  large  business  in  that  article : — 

"  The  trade  in  this  staple  has  not  been  directly  aflfected  by  the 
disturbances  in  the  north  except  in  so  far  as  a  general  want  of 
confidence  has  been  engendered,  restricting  advances  both  by  native 
banks  and  foreign  merchants. 

"  The  total  export  to  Europe  and  America  has  shown  a  great 
falling-ofi',  being  only  26,731  piculs  (3,564,133  lbs.),  against 
37,352  piculs  (4,980,266  lbs.)  in  1899.  This  deficiency  is  due 
to  the  reduced  yield  of  nearly  all  the  crops  of  the  current  season, 
and,  in  spite  of  the  short  production,  business  has  been  unprofit- 
able alike  for  foreign  merchants  and  native  rulers.  The  causes 
have  been  a  much  reduced  demand  from  all  consuming  markets 
and  a  consequent  gradual  shrinkage  in  values  which  were  abnor- 
mally high  at  the  end  of  1899.  A  further  factor  has  been  the 
competition  of  cheap  Japan  silk,  especially  on^  the  American 
market. 

"The  year  1900  opened  on  the  basis  of  1,150  dol.  (say  115/.) 
for  best  No.  2  9/11  filatures  and  prices  advanced  slightly  duiing 
January,  relapsing  again  in  February  with  an  almost  uninterrupted 
decline  to  about  the  middle  of  June,  when  values  steadily  advanced 
owir.g  to  buyers  fearing  an  interruption  to  trade  in  Ccmton  from 
the  political  disturbances  in  the  north.  But  these  fears  were  not 
realised  and  prices  again  declined  towards  the  end  of  July,  this 
decline  continuing  until  the  beginning  of  October,  when  the  lowest 
point  of  the  year  was  touched,  700  dol.  (70Z.)  for  best  No.  2  9/11 
filatures,  say  a  decline  of  about  40  per  cent,  from  the  value  in 
January.  The  operations  of  an  Italian  Syndicate  then  caused  an 
advance  of  about  120  dol.  (12/.)  per  picul  (133  lbs.),  but  the 
demand  not  being  maintained  and  money  being  very  scarce, 
prices  again  slowly  relapsed,  and,  in  spite  of  great  I'esistance  on 
the  part  of  natives,  assisted  by  the  short  crops,  vcdues  continued  to 
decline  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  they  closed  at  only  3  to 
4  per  cent  above  the  lowest  point  in  October. 
WafU  silk.  *'  Exports  of  waste  silk,  exclusive  of  pierced  cocoons,  to  Europe 

and  America  were  only  22,179  piculs  (2,957,200  lbs.),  against 
36,971  piculs  (4,929,466  lbs.)  during  the  previous  year,  and 
business  in  this  article  lias  also  proved  unremunerative,  although 
not  so  much  so  as  with  raw  silk.  With  slight  fluctuations,  values 
of  steam  waste  show  a  decline  of  35  per  cent,  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year." 

In  the  above  memoiandum  my  informant  points  out  that  the 
political  troubles  up  north  had  no  direct  effect  on  the  silk  trade 
here.  This  would  appear  sufficiently  extraordinary,  but  when  it  is 
remembered  that  what  at  first  threatened  to  be  a  serious  rebellion 
occurred  in  the  Waichow  prefecture  during  the  montlis  of  October 
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and  November,  and  that  the  silk-producing  districts  were  the 
oentre  of  the  very  serious  anti-convert  trouble  resulting  in  the 
destruction  and  looting  of  houses  and  property  to  a  very  ^eat 
extent,  the  fact  that  the  silk  and  all  other  trades  were  not  injured 
to  a  recognisable  extent — and  such,  no  doubt,  was  the  case — ^is 
incomprehensible.  They  ought  to  have  been  and  were  not,  and 
that  is  really  all  that  can  be  said. 

There  is  every  hope  and  prospect  that  the  silk  trade  will 
recover  and  have  a  most  prosperous  future  before  it :  had  it  not 
been  for  the  abnormal  quantity  exported  and  the  unprecedented 
prices  paid  in  1899,  the  trade  of  1900  would  by  no  means  have 
appeared  so  unfavourable,  it  would  have  ranked  at  least  as  an 
average  year. 

But  when  we  come  to  the  tea  trade  a  very  different  state  of  ^I^ 
affairs  presents  itself.  Not  only  was  there  again  a  heavy  falling-off 
in  quantity,  but  the  trade  was  unprofitable,  and  the  outlook  for 
the  future  can  only  be  described  as  dismal  in  the  extreme.  I  can 
only  hope  for  the  sake  of  those  engaged  in  this  once  great  trade 
that  the  views  of  those  to  whom  I  applied  for  information  are  too 
pessimistic,  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  ample  justification 
is  found  in  the  figures  supplied.  In  the  case  of  tea  the  returns  of 
the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  do  not  represent  the  trade  at  all^ 
as  most  of  the  tea  leaves  this  district  for  transhipment  to  sea-going 
steamers  in  Houg-Eong  by  native  craft. 

The  figures  supplied  by  my  informants  for  the  comparison  are 
as  follows : — 


Year. 


1891-92      

189S--94 

1899-1900  


Qiumtity. 


Lbs. 
1,883,967 
1,308,880 

214,816 


Scented  Gaper. 


Lbs. 
8,979,288 
6,926,547 
3,663,898 


Such  figures,  they  justly  remark,  do  not  need  much  comment. 

Much  as  the  gradual  disappearance  of  the  Canton  tea  trade 
is  to  be  deplored,  there  seems  to  be  no  mystery  about  it.  Canton 
congous  and  scented  capers  are  not  now  wanted :  few  people  drink 
them  and  foreigners  cannot  offer  remunerative  prices  to  the  native 
producers.  These  latter  now,  instead  of  making  congous  for  con- 
sumption by  foreigners,  unless  congous  are  actually  ordered, 
manufacture  Pouchong  tea  instead.  The  trade  in  Fouchong  tea 
is  entirely  in  native  hands  and  it  goes  to  all  countries  to  which 
Chinese  have  emigrated,  and  is  consumed  by  them  only.  My 
informants  incidentally  remarked  that  as  in  this  Pouchong  tea 
business  so  it  is  in  other  trades,  and  that  where  there  are  Chinese 
at  both  ends  of  a  trade  route  there  is  little  or  no  chance  for  traders 
of  any  other  nationality ;  they  thrive  where  other  merchants  could 
not  pay  expenses. 

(858)  A  4 
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The  Canton  scented  teas  are  essentially  teas  for  blending. 
They  are  being  driven  out  of  the  market  by  Indian  and  Oeylon 
teas,  and  my  informants  say  no  one  would  be  surprised  if  the 
demand  for  those  teas  ceased  altogether.  It  seems  very  probable 
that  this  may  be  so,  meantime  it  does  not  appear  that  anything 
can  be  done  to  save  the  trade.  It  is  understood  that  it  is  divided 
between  three  or  four  firms  and  that  there  really  is  not  profitable 
business  enough  for  ona 

Maitmf.  In   the  export  of  matting  a  like  discrepancy  in  the  actual 

trade  and  that  recorded  by  the  returns  exists,  as  was  noticed  last 
year.  The  customs  returns  show  that  126,733  rolls  of  matting, 
valued  at  84,145/.,  were  exported,  as  compared  with  94,775  rolls, 
valued  at  58,276/.,  iD  1899,  but  in  a  report  I  have  obtained  from 
one  of  the  principal  exporting  firms  it  appears  that  the  total 
export  of  matting  during  1900  from  Canton  to  America,  New 
York  being  the  principal  market,  amounted  to  460,000  rolls,  say, 
10,000  rolls  in  excess  of  last  year.  This  does  not  include  the 
shipments  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  and  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  which  fell  ofif  some  40  per  oent.  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  trade  was  unfavourably  affected  during  the  year  by 
strikes  among  the  matting  makers,  and  the  shortness  and  want  of 
quality  of  the  straw  crop.  Prices  ruled  high,  however,  through- 
out the  year,  and  on  the  whole  the  favourable  prospects  of  the  trade 
in  1899  appear  to  have  been  realised,  and  in  future  the  trade  will 
probably  continue  to  increasa 

OMnphor  tnd        The   remainder  of  the   exports  call  for  no  special  remark. 

^*^'*-  Camphor  and  cassia  lignea  increased,  the  first  from  125,150  lbs., 

valued  at  3,561/.  sterling,  to  224,000  lbs.,  valued  at  6,118/. 
sterling,  and  the  latter  from  383,313  to  612,800  lbs.,  valued  at 
7,958/. 

These  and  the  other  articles  specially  mentioned  are  all 
intended  chiefly  for  the  foreign  market,  the  remaining  exports 
being  on  the  whole  intended  for  the  home  market  or  for  consump- 
tion by  Chinese  in  the  Straits  Settlements,  Sumatra,  Java,  &c. 

Ban^M.  No  less  than   1,432,266  lbs.    weight  of  glass  bangles  were 

BttttoM.  exported,  valued  at  33,653/.,  and  brass  buttons  of  the  value  of 
20,982/.  These  articles  are  also  largely  exported  to  the  northern 
ports,  and,  as  was  to  be  expected,  the  export  fell  oflP  in  the  case  of 
the  former  by  10,000/.,  and  in  the  case  of  the  latter  by  about 
15,000/. 

Sugw.  Sugar  also  decreased,   but  fresh  eggs  rose  from   21,000,000, 

Fmh  eggi.     valued  at  31,000/.,  to  27,500,000,  valued  at  46,855/. 

The  fluctuations  in  the  remaining  exports  were  normal,  with 
the  exception  of  those  destined  mainly  for  the  northern  ports,  in 
which  there  was  generally  a  falling-off. 

Shipping.  The  general  shipping  of  the  port  shows  an  increase  in  the 

number  of  trips  made  by  the  steamers  engaged  in  the  trade,  but  a 
decrease  in  tonnage.  This  state  of  affairs  is  brought  al>out  by  the 
number  of  small  steamers,  practically  steam  launches,  moving 
between  Hong-Kong  and  Canton  under  foreign  and  Chinese  flags. 
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The  total  entries  and  clearances  and  total  tonnage  as  com- 
pared with  1899  were  7,080  vessels  of  3,507,644  tons  in  1900, 
against  6,930  vessels  of  3,696,996  tons  in  1899. 

The  feature  of  the  shipping  trade  of  the  year  was  the  tmns- 
ference  of  the  fine  fleet  of  the  Chinese  company — the  China 
Merchants'  Steam  Navigation  Company— in  June  to  various 
foreign  flags  on  the  outbreak  of  the  troubles  in  the  noith.  A  fair 
number  were  transferred  to  the  British  flag,  but  the  nature  of  the 
transaction  was  clear,  as  the  business  of  the  steamers  in  Canton 
was  still  conducted  at  the  oGBces  and  by  the  staff  of  the  China 
Merchants*  Company  and  no  one  else. 

The  tonnage  of  steamers  under  the  Chinese  flag  only  decreased 
from  469,285  to  354,724  tons,  while  the  number  of  ships  entered 
and  cleared  rose  from  2,968  to  3,446,  a  very  astonishing  result,  as 
the  Chinese  flag  or  merchant  steamers,  except  in  the  one  steamer 
running  between  Canton  and  Macao,  was  not  seen  in  Csmton 
waters. 

British  shipping  decreased  both  in  number  of  ships  and  in^"^ 
tonnage,  in  spite  of  the  transference  of  steamers  from  the  Chinese  •*"*??"*• 
to  the  British  flag.  In  1900  only  3,362  vessels  of  2,911,194  tons 
entered  and  cleared,  against  3,671  vessels  of  2,985,976  tons  in 
1899.  Of  the  other  flags,  ships  under  the  American  increased 
from  six  to  34  of  338  and  22,722  tons  respectively.  Under  the 
German  flag  there  was  a  decrease  from  2lO  vessels  of  187,434  tons 
to  160  vessels  of  153,992  tons,  while  under  the  Swedish  and 
Norwegian  flag  the  number  of  vessels  was  identical,  and  the 
tonnage  only  some  400  tons  larger.  Among  the  other  flags  the 
changes  were  unimportant. 

Of  sailing  vessels  there  were  1 01,  of  17,149  tons.  These  were 
all  lorchas  and  were  towed  for  the  most  part  between  Canton 
and  Hong-Kong  with  coal,  kerosene,  &c.  94  vessels,  of  16,392 
tons,  were  under  the  British  flag,  and  seven  vessels  of  757  tons 
under  the  French  flag. 

The   Hong-Koftg,   Canton,  and   Macao   Steamboat  Company, 
finding  that  the  type  of  vessel  hitherto  used  in  the  trade  between  • 
Canton  and  the  West  River  ports  of  Samshui  and  Wuchow  was 
unsuitable,  have  caused  two  stern-wheel  light  draft  river  steamers 
of  348  tons  each  to  be  built  in  Hong-Kong  from  plans  sent  out  J[** 
from  the  United  Kingdom.     One  of  these  steamers  the  "  Nanning  "  jl^*"***"* 
has  been  running  since  the  end  of  November,  the  other  was  to*<sai]WM.'* 
be  delivered  early  in  1901.     The  accommodation  and  fittings  of 
this  steamer  for  passengers,  both  Chinese  and  foreign,  leave  little 
to  be  desired,  and  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  the  enterprise  of  the 
compsuiy  may  meet  with  reward,  but  the  competition  with  far 
more  cheaply  run   Chinese  launches  is  severe,  and  the  actual' 
amount  of  goods  to  be  carried  not  very  large.     It  is  very  possible 
that  were,  as  has  been  recommended,  the  Inland  Water  and  West 
River  Regulations  for  steamers  registered  in  Canton    and    not 
leaving  China  amalgamated,  the  success  of  this  new  venture  would 
be  secured.    The  events  of  the  past  year,  however,  and  the  present' 
position  of  affairs,  has  rendered  it  impossible  that  such  matters 
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should  receive  attention.  It  seems  probable  that  in  the  near 
future  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  pr  jposal  may  be 
removed  altogether. 

Inland  water  navigation,  so  far  as  the  passengei'  traffic  and  the 
number  of  launches  engaged  in  the  trade  are  concarned,  flourished 
greatly  during  the  year. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  inland  water  navigation  in  1899 
launches,  to  the  number  of  252,  have  been  registered  at  the 
customs,  but  on  December  31  last  the  actual  number  running  was 
only  188,  the  remainder  being  laid  up  or  sold  to  Hong-Kong. 
The  aggregate  tonnage  of  these  launches  was  2,883  tons.  Under 
the  British  flag  there  were  13  of  425  tons,  under  the  French  flag 
two  of  24  tons,  under  the  Grerman  flag  one  of  55  tons,  and  under 
the  Chinese  flag  172  of  2,379  tons. 

The  extent  of  the  business  will,  be  appreciated  from  the  follow- 
ing table : — 


Eeturn  of  Steam  Launches  Entered  and  Cleared  under  the  Inland 

Water  Regulations  during  the  Year  1900. 


Nationality. 


British     . . 
American 
German  .. 
French 
Chinese   . . 


Total 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


4,388 

256 

2,288 

720 

125,320 


132,972 


Tonnage. 


165,000 

4,140 

58,088 

a,9o0 

1,402,670 


1,708,858 


This  gives  a  daily  average  of  entries  and  clearanees  of  364 
launches  of  4,168  tons.  No  great  quantity  of  goods  was  conveyed, 
but  the  passengers  carried  partly  in  the  launches  themselves,  but 
chiefly  in  towed  passenger  boats  amounted  to  not  less  than 
2,000,000.  I  think  the  above  figures  are  somewhat  astonishing. 
I  doubt  whether  the  most  sanguine  person  anticipated  that  in  the 
short  space  of  two  years  this  result  could  have  been  obtained. 
The  throwing  open  of  the  inland  waters  to  steam  traffic  is  un- 
doubtedly a  great  success  here,  and  the  traffic  will  probably 
increase  although  at  the  moment,  I  understand,  the  number  of 
launches  running  is  in  excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  trade. 
It  is,  of  course,  understood  that  to  the  nearer  inland  marts,  such 
as  Chen-tsiin  and  Fatshan,  the  launches  make  two  or  three  trips 
a  day,  starting  at  six  in  the  morning  and  finishing  at  nightfall 

The  security  with  which  these  launches,  manned  entirely  by 
Chinese,  run  is  remarkable ;  but  few  accidents  occur,  and  during 
the  year  but  22  "  piracies  "  on  the  West  Eiver  and  the  waters  of 
the  delta  have  been  notified  to  the  Consuls  or  Chinese  authorities, 
which  gives  one  for  every  6,000  trips. 

The  furthest  point  to  which  inland  navigation  is  carried  is 
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to  Sui-tung  on  the  sea  coast,  a  short  distance  from  Kuang-Chou- 
Wan. 

Two  or  three  complaints   of  interference  with  goods   under  ^r'*""*^*"*^** 
transit  pass  reached  me  during  the  year,  but  in  each  case  the 
interference  came  chiefly  not  from  the  officials  but  from  rival 
traders,  and   on   the  cases   being  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
authorities  redress  at  once  ensued. 

The  transit  trade  during  the  year,  however,  fell  oflF  somewhat 
The  value  of  the  goods  sent  inland,  under  the  protection  of  transit 
passes,  decreased  to  the  slight  extent  of  between  1  and  2  per  cent, 
only,  but  the  number  of  passes  taken  out  fell  from  7,507  in  1899 
to  5,298  in  1900.  Of  these  3,176  were  applied  for  by  British 
merchants,  2,062  by  German,  59  by  Japanese,  and  one  by  Chinese. 
The  last,  is  is  understood,  was  an  experiment  and  the  result  is  not 
likely  to  lead  any  Chinese  merchant  to  take  out  transit  passes 
in  his  own  name.  It  is  the  virtual  denial  of  the  right  of  Chinese 
merchants  to  take  out  passes  for  foreign  goods  which  constitutes 
the  grave  breach  of  the  treaty  stipulation  in  this  matter  on  the 
part  of  the  Kuang-tung  authorities.  All  the  goods  sent  inland 
under  pass  ate  Chinese  owned  ;  their  origin,  however,  is  foreign 
and  they  are  entitled  to  protection. 

The  slight  falling-oft  in  the  trade  during  the  past  year  is,  no 
doubt,  in  consequenco  of  the  transference  already  noticed  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  foreign  imports  from  foreign  bottoms  to 
native  craft  and  is,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  caused  by  the  imder- 
selling  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  by  the  native  fiscal 
authorities  in  the  matter  of  import  duties  and  inland  charges, 
including  likin. 

Instructions  having  been  received  to  prepare  a  table  showing  Britif>h  diwct 
the  quantity  and  value  of  the  trade  of  Canton  with  the  United  *^*^« 
Kingdom,  British  colonies  and  dependencies  enquiries  were  set 
on  foot,  but  it  was  at  once  found  that  no  statistics  other  than 
those  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  were  available  in  Canton, 
and  that  for  this  purpose  they  were  useless  and  absolutely  mis- 
leading. In  Hong-Kong,  which' is  the  depot  for  the  foreign  import 
and  export  trade  of  the  whole  world  with  Southern  China,  no 
information  official  or  private  or  from  the  Chamber  of  Conunerce 
K3ould  be  obtained. 

The  returns  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  full  and  admir- 
able as  they  are,  give  hardly  any  indication  as  to  the  origin  of 
imports  and  none  at  all  as  to  the  destination  of  exports.  In  the 
case  of  Canton,  as  has  been  pointed  out  in  the  body  of  this  report, 
they  are  actually  -  misleading  in  a  high  degree  and  show  but  a 
portion  of  the  trade  with  foreign  countries  that  reaches  and  leaves 
the  district.  No  one  seems  able  to  form  an  opinion  even  of  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the  goods  from  and  destined  for  foreign 
countries,  entering  and  leaving  Canton  in  native  craft,  transhipped 
in  Hong-Kong,  except  that  they  are  very  lai-ge. 

The  preparation  of  the  table  demanded  was  attempted,  but  it 
was  found  that  the  figures  were  mere  guess-work,  and  if  carried 
out  it  could  only  have  been  not  merely  useless,  but  misleading. 
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To  show  the  entire  absence  of  information  as  to  the  trade  in 
many  or  most  articles,  I  may  state  that  a  former  chairman  of  the 
Hong-Kong  Chamber  of  Commerce  states  that  even  in  the  special 
line  of  business  in  which  his  firm  was  engaged  he  knew  nothiqg 
of  the  destination  of  the  goods  imported  into  Hong-Kong,  once 
they  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  dealers  in  that  place. 

A  rough  approximation  of  the  information  desired  if  based 
on  the  customs  returns  of  the  import  trade  gives  the  following 
result : — 

Opium,  all  of  British  origin,  669,600/. ;  cotton  piece-goods, 
191,000Z. ;  all  cotton  yarn,  except  a  small  quantity  from  Japan, 
33,700i;  woollens,  35,000/.;  refined  sugar,  31,000/.';  the  total  of 
these  items  is  960,300/.  This  deducted  from  the  value  of  the 
total  foreign  imports  leaves  1,171,000/.,  of  this  at  least  one-third 
may  be  claimed  as  derived  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  British 
colonies  and  dependencies — this  gives  390,000/.  in  round  numbers. 
At  a  low  estimate,  therefore,  of  the  2,132,000/.  at  which  the  foreign 
imports  were  estimated  by  the  customs,  1,350,000/.  may  fairly  be 
claimed  as  British. 

In  the  case  of  exports  it  is  very  diflferent.  Silk  is  the  great 
staple  of  this  market.  The  whole  value  of  the  export  trade  was 
3,268,000/.  in  round  numbers.  Of  this  silk,  silk  piece-goods,  waste 
silk,  &c.,  represented  2,291,000/.  But  a  small  portion  of  this 
was  destined  for  any  British  market,  although  the  bulk  of  the 
trade  was  done  by  British  firms  and  financed  with  British  capital. 
It  seems  probable  that  of  the  value  of  goods  leaving  Canton 
recorded  by  the  customs  not  more  than  500,000/.  worth  were 
destined  for  the  United  Kingdom,  &c.  This  is  probably  a  very 
liberal  estimate,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  whole 
foreign  trade,  import  and  export,  is,  as  has  been  stated,  handled, 
transhipped,  and  financed  in  Hong-Kong,  a  British  colony. 
G^hmtaI.  Owing  probably  to  the  political  troubles  of  the  year  no  advance 

has  been  made  in  the  actual  construction  of  the  railways  from 
Hong-Kong  to  Canton  and  from  Hankow  to  Canton,  nor  have  the 
projected  waterworks,  wharves,  and  embankments  of  the  river 
been  proceeded  with.  N^otiations  have,  however,  taken  place 
with  respect  to  the  three  last,  but  the  Chinese  concessionaires 
appear  short  of  money  and  it  would  seem  that  in  the  original 
concessions,  or  some  of  them,  a  clause  forbidding  the  employment 
of  foreign  capital,  rendering  probable  the  interference  of  foreign 
Governments  and  Consuls,  was  specially  inserted. 

Many  complaints  of  the  result  of  the  year's  trading  were  heard 
on  all  sides  and  especially,  and  no  doubt  with  much  cause,  in  the 
silk  trade,  but  on  the  whole  merchants  have  done  fairly  well.  At 
the  New  Year  settlement  some  of  the  native  silk  hongs  were  in 
difficulties,  but  generally  speaking  it  was  favourable. 

I  have  to  express  my  acknowledgments  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Customs  for  access  to  the  customs  returns  and  to  other  gentle- 
men for  their  assistance  on  special  points. 
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Annex  I. — Gross  Value  of  the  Trade  of  Canton  in  Foreign 
Vessels  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Foreign  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  and 

Hong-Kong     . . 
Foreign  goods  imported  from  Chinese  ports. . 
Chinese  produce  imported 

„  „        exported  to  foreign  countries 

Chinese  produce  exported  to  Chinese  ports  . . 

Total 


Value. 


1900. 


2,124,985 

7,465 

2,830,733 

2,856,002 

412,529 


8,231,714 


1899. 


2,079.299 

14,276 

2,753,395 

3,505,785 

535,087 


8,887,841 


Annex  II. — Eeturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Canton 

during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Articlea. 

1900. 

1890. 

Qoaatity. 

- 

Value. 

Qoantity. 

Value. 

Opfnm 

••• 

•  ••      AaIV*                ••• 

921,997 

£ 
669,628 

921,480 

605,913 

Cotton  goodf— 

Shirtingn,  f^rej 

•  •• 

...   Pieces 

98,040 

84,667 

80,587 

27,665 

„        white 

•  •• 

...       ,,          ..• 

152,871 

70,878 

150,140 

77,650 

T-clothi      ... 

•  •• 

.       „ 

80,698 

11,605 

81,664 

11,194 

Towels 

•  •• 

...1  Docen      ... 

3,91S 

289 

8,129 

211 

„     Ji^jMuiese 

••• 

...        ,,         ... 

25,460 

1,664 

22,449 

1,369 

Canton  flannel 

•  •• 

...   Pieces 

17,424 

14,162 

11,850 

8,518 

Jspanese  flannel 

•  •• 

...       ,,          ••• 

68,C85 

13,174 

57,288 

10,366 

Tarn— 

EnKlith    ... 

•  •• 

...   Lbs. 

168,86f 

4,985 

280,000 

6,788 

Indian 

. 

...      ,«           ... 

1,S98,6M 

28,804 

6,212,186 

116,441 

Japanese ... 

•  ■  • 

...      f,           ••• 

5,200 

109 

14,801 

270 

Woollen  goods 

«•• 

...          ... 

•  •• 

86,346 

•  •  « 

31,868 

Metals- 

Iron,  nail,  rod,  and  bar 

...    Lbs.         ,\. 

320,666 

1,320 

1,212,008 

8,898 

„    ibeet ... 

•  •• 

»«           ••• 

40.400 

197 

46,982 

218 

„    old      ... 

•  >• 

...      ,,           ••• 

399.T38 

844 

526,983 

998 

Lead 

•  •• 

..'       t,           ••• 

14,-.'ri6 

88 

16,667 

102 

Copper 

•  •• 

..•      ,f           ••• 

839,736 

81,139 

94,582 

2.087 

Coal      

•  •• 

...    Tune 

Si8,743 

48,872 

45,762 

47,967 

Oround-nats  ... 

••• 

...   Cwti. 

319,536 

153,861 

190.800 

76.798 

JVheat  floor    ... 

•  •  • 

.,,{    I^DS.             ... 

28,807,600 
4,072,400 

134.547 

25,901.502 

110,258 

Cuttle-fl&h 

••• 

...         t,                ••• 

87,134 

4,068,638 

7-f.7» 

Aniline  djes  ... 

•  •• 

...               ... 

... 

21,642 

•  • 

21,647 

Window-fflaas... 

•  •• 

...f  Boxes 

13,6.'8 

6,774 

11,777 

5,797 

Indiarabber  shoes 

•  •• 

...   Pair 

20,364 

2,758 

8,761 

861 

Jadettone 

••• 

...|  Tons 

114 

18,189 

214 

22,264 

Leather 

••• 

...|  Lbs.          .M 

187,733 

5,840 

135,279 

4,088 

Matches,  Japanese 

•  •• 

...   Gross       ... 

888,906 

88,253 

928,889 

32,848 

Preserved  milk 

•  •• 

...,  Dozen 

15,070 

2,582 

15,116 

2,266 

Kerosene  oil- 

American    ... 

•  •• 

...   Gallons    ... 

906,667 

23,927 

8,026,600 

74.638 

Russian 

•  •• 

...        •«        ••• 

291,000 

7,451 

3,237,566 

65,146 

Sumatra 

•  •• 

...1       tt        *.* 

639,960 

16,830 

1,448,01ft 

29.878 

Socks    

•  •• 

...;  Dos.  pair... 

40,709 

6,730 

36,447 

8,701 

„     Japanese 
Sugar,  white  ... 

•  •# 

...'         ,,       •« 

42,613 

2,778 

48,246 

2,408 

•  •e 

...i  Lbs.         ... 

4.154,266 

^,b69 

2,441,280 

18,421 

„     brown ... 

•  •• 

...      tt          *■* 

36,138 

134 

588 

2 

Unenamerated 

•  •• 

•  •• 

...          ... 

.«. j         •  • • 

1 

••• 

616,020 
2,182,449 

•  •• 

665.888 

Total 

«•• 

••• 

2,079,288 
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EsTURN  of  Principal  Chinese  Articles  Imported  into  Canton 

during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


ArtictoB. 

1800. 

1899. 

Tone 

Qoanti^. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Talue. 

BMLOB         •••           •••           ••• 

68,029 

£ 
410,871 

65,241 

867,474 

Native  oottoD  doth      ... 

Lbs. 

..1      1,422,666 

98,825 

'      1,815,676 

95,663 

Oroond-nuts      

Tons        ...           41,124 

898,287 

49,882 

402,909 

.  Deer  horns         

... 

•  ■• 

70,806 

'                        •  •• 

9.\3i4 

Medicinefl          

Lbs. 

6,125.406 

66,426 

7,686,918 

78,724 

Vegetable  oil     

Cwis.       ...         178,661 

194,181 

868,979 

800.580 

mcft        •••                ... 

Tons 

188,409 

661.172 

78.276 

407.688 

Silk  piece-goods 

Lbs. 

148,266 

160,844 

260,166 

16H.224 

WHeat     ...        ...        ... 

Tons 

9,647 

47,054 

7,941 

88.041 

Satin        

Lbs.          ...           75,200 

91,807 

78.304 

96.612 

Bawsilk 

i» 

172,000 

55,218 

686,698 

219,651 

Sesamum  Beeda 

Tons        ...           11,486 

201,242 

11,762 

151,415 

Unenomerated 

•  •• 
••• 

•  ■  • 

880.566 

•  •• 

846,  «00 

Total       

■  ■  • 

2,880J38 

••• 

2,768,600 

Annex  III. — Rbtubn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Canton 

during  uhe  Yeais  1900-1899. 


Arcloles. 

1900. 

1899. 

Lbs. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 
125,150      ' 

Value. 

Camphor        ... 

224,000 

£ 
6,118 

£ 

3,561 

„           ... 

612,800 

7,958 

888,318      • 

4,300 

Glass  banglet 

,,           .. 

1,482,266 

28,653 

1,668,846 

VV|«fv\} 

Matting          ...        

Bolls 

126,738 

84,146 

94,775 

68.276 

6Uk-> 

Baw,  white 

Lbs. 

87,600 

82.068 

86,189 

36,751 

Steam  filature       

II           ••• 

3,683.066 

1,675,795 

4,868,297 

2,498,035 

Uofuie        ...        ... 

II           ••• 

777,200 

47,661 

388,322 

23,601 

Pleoe-goods 

♦1 

765,200 

888,571 

666,400 

354,688 

Embroidery          

II           ••• 

28,266 

81,678 

28,255 

35,177 

Various      

... 

■  •• 

116,105 

•  •• 

112.508 

SUyerware     

Lbs. 

10,000 

21,155 

9,196 

18,638 

Tea,  black      

II 

1,895.200 

30,770 

1.130,214 

19,788 

Tobacco,  prepared 

II 

2,740,000  . 

63,254 

3,721,877 

73,177 

Oup(ftv    •■»           ••»           ■••           •■• 

II           ••• 

23,829,600 

89,668 

26,159,930 

96,343 

Eggs,  freah    

Number  ... 

27,405,300 

46,855 

21,669,910 

31,180 

Buttons         ...        ...        ... 

••• 

>■• 

20,962 

•  •t 

36.064 

Unenumerated         

( 

1 

•  ■• 

688,105 

•  •  • 

695,142 

Total       

•  ■• 

8,268,631 

1 

••• 

4,040,872 
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Annex  IV. — Return  of  Steamers  at  the  Port  of  Canton  during 

the  Year  1900. 


Nationality. 


Inwards. 


Ontwaids. 


Total 


Number 
of 

Vessels. 


Tons. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tons. 


I 

I  Number 

I       ^' 
I  Veaself. 


Tons. 


Brititj*  .. 
American 
German  .. 
Norwegian      and 

Swedish 
Bussian  .. 
Japanese.. 
Portuguese 
Chinese  .. 
French  •  • 
Austro-Hnngarian 


Total 


i> 


1809.. 


I,e78 
16 
80 

29 
1 
6 
8 

1,700 
2 


1,466,406 
11,867 
76,996 

23,866 

642 

6,541 

227 

176,238 

14 

1,817 


1,684 
18 
80 

29 
1 
6 
8 
1,784 
2 


1,751,498      8,668 
1,848,856      8,485 


1,466,788 

8,862 

11,866 

84 

76,996 

160 

28,866 

68 

642 

2 

6,541 

12 

227 

6 

179,491 

8,446 

14 

4 

1,817 

2 

1,766,146 

7,086 

1,848,641 

6,988 

2,911,194 

22,728 

168,992 

47,780 

1,064 

18,06S 

46& 

864,724 

28 

2,684 

8,607,644 
8,696,990 


*  These  are  priodpallj  ri^er  steamers  plying  between  Canton  and  Hong-Kong. 

Annex  V. — Ekturn  of  Steam  Lannches  plying  nnder  the  Inland 

Waters  Steam  Navigation  Bules. 


Nationality. 

Number. 

Total     . 
Tonnage. 

British        

Chinese 

French        

German 

18 

172 

2 

1 

• 

426 

2,879 

24 

65 

Total 

188 

'    2,888 

NoTi. — Size  of  launches  »  260  tons  downwards. 


Foreign  Firms  Established  at  Canton. 


Nationality^. 

Number. 

British         

German 

American : 

French        

Italian         

9                         .  * 

•  .   < 

•  •  1 

•  •  < 

•  •  • 

28 
10 

7 

4 
2 

Total 

61 

16 


JCANTON. 


Annex  VL — Transit  Trade  Inwards  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


1900. 

1899. 

AitlelM. 

Value 
Imported. 

Valve  of 

Quantitf 

sent  Inland 

tinder 
TianiitPass. 

Per- 
oentage. 

Value 
Imported. 

Valtieof 
Quantity 

sent  Inland 
under 

Transit  Pass. 

Per- 
centage. 

Cotton  goods 
Woollen  goods     ... 

Metals       

Matches     

Eeroeene  oil 

An  other  goods   ... 

£ 

264.281 
86,367 
42,286 
88,263 
47,709 
1,712,089 

£ 

68,844 

2,078 

1,496 

14,850 

26,676 

6,618 

26-87 

6*86 

3*68 

48-16 

66-91 

0*38 

£ 

843,892 

81,868 

16,208 

32,848 

169,168 

1,488,820 

£ 

124,268 

2,888 

6,633 

18,828 

79,022 

21,446 

88-3 
9-0 
86-4 
67-8 
47-0 
1-4 

Total 

2,124,986 

119,466 

6-62 

2,079,299     I       261,979 

12*1 

Inward  Transit  Ptisses  taken  out  during  the  Year  1900. 


Britiah  • 

German 
Japanese 
Chinese 
Portuguese  . 


Total 


f  Firm. 

Number. 

8,176 

2,062 

59 

1 

t         • . 

10 

•  •         • 

6,306 
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Report  on  the  Trade  of  PakhoifoT  the  Year  1900 
By  Mr.  Acting-Consul  Savage. 

(BeoeiT«d  at  Foreign  CNBce,  July  8, 1001.) 

The  total  value  of  the  tmde  of  Pakhoi  for  the  year  1900  was  Total  trade. 
(501,654/.,  the  equivalent  (at  the  average  rate  of  3*.  l\d,  per 
Haikwan  tael)  of  3,876,466  Haikwan  taels. 

As  compared  with  the  total  of  1899,  the  trade  of  the  port  Chief 
shows  a  falling-oflf  of  about  20,000/.,  or  a  little  over  3  per  cent.,  'e^t^iwi. 
the  import  tntde  showing  a  decrease  of  some  50,000/.,  while  the    *^'®*^' 
exports  have  risen  by  nearly  30,000/.     The  fact  of  the  average 
value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  having  risen  from  35.  O^rf.  to  35.  \\d,  Bi»e  of 
adds  a  little  to  the  decrease.  exchange. 

Considering  the  great  and  general  loss  to  the  trade  of  China  Remarks, 
occasioned  by  the  troubles  in  the  north,  as  well  as  other  circum- 
stances which  have  contributed  to  reduce  the  trade  of  Pakhoi  in 
particular,  this  falHng-off  cannot  be  held  to  be  a  very  serious  one, 
and  it  is  even  probable  that,  under  normal  conditions,  the  total 
trade  of  the  port  would  have  reached  its  average  level.  But  it  is 
significant  that  the  decrease  has  been  confined  entirely  to  the 
imports,  and  signs  are  not  wanting  that  the  import  trade  of  Pakhoi 
will  fall  considerably  lower  before  it  touches  bottom. 

The  causes  which  have  mainly  contributed  to  this  result  are  Causes  of 
the  development  of  the  West  Kiver  trade,  the  low  exchange  value  ^^'^'^•«- 
of  silver  in  copper  cash,  and  the  absence  of  all  customs  barriers 
around  the  free  port  of  Kwang-Chow-Wan. 

As  an  instance  of  the  extent  of  which  the  opening  of  the  West  The  West 
Eiver  affects  the  import  trade  of  Pakhoi,  it  may  be  mentioned  ^*^^'^' 
that,  whereas,  at  Wuchow,  the  import  of  grey  and  white  shirtings 
rose  during  1900  to,  some  222,277  pieces,  as  compared  with 
153,630  pieces  in  1899,  there  was  at  Pakhoi  a  falling-off  in 
the  game  articles  from  43,541  pieces  in  1899  to  31,457  pieces  in 
1900. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Haiphong-Mengtzu  route  which,  until  The  Tonking 
the  end  of  March,  1900,  showed  a  steady  increase  of  trade,  offered  ***^®  routes, 
no  serious  competition  to  Pakhoi  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  owing 
to  a  war  scare  and  the  expectation  of  troubles  along  the  Tonking 
border. 
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Effeetof 
opening  of 
Xwanft- 
Chow-WAn. 


Bise  in 
«xportf. 


Shipping. 
French. 


Oerman. 


The  Hanoi-Lungchow  route  is  not  yet  complete,  although  a 
broader  gauge  has  now  been  carried  through  from  Gia-Lam  to 
Langson.  The  Langson-Lungchow  section,  however,  is  as  yet  in 
its  first  stage  of  preparation ;  this  route,  therefore,  cannot  as  yet 
be  considered  as  a  rival  to  Pakhoi  for  the  overland  trade. 

The  effect  on  the  trade  of  this  port  of  the  openii^  of  Kwane- 
Chow-Wan  as  a  free  port  has  been  far  more  serious,  although  it  is 
very  unlikely  to  be  permanent,  in  one  sense. 

Negotiations  for  the  establishment  there  of  a  custom-house 
for  the  collections  of  duties  on  the  same  lines  as  at  Kiaochow 
were,  I  am  told,  interrupted  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Boxer  move*- 
ment,  and  have  apparently  not  yet  been  resumed.  Meanwhile,  a 
considerable  amount  of  goods  have  been  smuggled  through  the 
free  territory,  especially  opium,  kerosene,  and  cotton  yam,  whereby 
the  Kaochow,  An-p*u,  and  Leichow  markets  have  been  supplied, 
to  the  detriment  of  Pakhoi  and  Hoihow. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  in  any  case  that  the  opening  of 
Kwang-Ohow-Wan  will  not  seriously  affect  Pakhoi  even  after  the 
establishment  of  a  custom-house  or  customs  barriers.  Its  very 
proximity  to  the  three  above-mentioned  districts  is  bound  to  give 
it  the  preference  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  supposing  that  the 
development  of  its  trade  is  not  hampered  by  monopolies  and  otlier 
obstructive  measures. 

The  noticeable  increase  in  exports  was  due  mainly  to  a  rise 
in  the  price  of  food-stuffs,  especially  in  the  case  of  dried  and  salt 
fish,  which  found  a  ready  market  in  the  Straits,  and  in  that  of 
sugar,  the  rise  in  which  coincides  with  a  lessened  export  from 
Swatow.  Tobacco  leaf,  for  Japanese  markets  mainly,  sliowed  a 
rise  of  some  50  per  cent.  Star  aniseed,  on  the  other  liand,  dis- 
appeared ahnost  altogether  from  the  export  list,  while  caniplior, 
fruits,  feathera  and  leather  improved  considembly. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  general  wish  among  the  Chinese 
merchants  to  realise  capital  on  the  goods  exported  to  Hong-Kong 
— where,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  fetched  high  prices — and  a 
disinclination  to  re-invest  their  money  in  a  corresponding  supply 
of  imports,  no  doubt  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  political 
outlook. 

The  shipping  returns  show  an  increased  tonnage  under  the 
French  flag  which  is  due  in  a  lai^e  measure  to  the  establishment 
of  a  fortnightly  mail  service  between  Haiphong  and  Hong-Kong 
via  Pakhoi.  Hoihow  and  Kwang-Chow-Wan,  Only  one  steamer, 
the  ss.  "  Hue,"  of  the  fleet  of  Messrs.  Marty  and  d'Abbadie,  was 
employed  for  this  purpose ;  she  started  running  on  June  7. 
Although  authorised  to  carry  cargo,  this  steamer  has  liitherto 
seldom,  if  ever,  taken  in  or  discharged  cargo  at  tliis  port,  though 
she  generally  carries  supplies  and  otlier  goods  from  Hong-Kong 
to  Kwang-Chow-Wan.  The  competition  for  the  shipping  tmde  of 
the  port  was,  on  the  whole,  slack  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  year.  There  was  a  falling-off  of  German  shipping,  only  44 
trips  having  been  made  by  the  steamers  of  Jebsen  and  Co.,  as 
against  58  trips  last  year. 
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In  the  month  of  December  the  British  flag  appeared  in  the  British, 
harbour  after  a  total  absence  therefrom  of  several  years*  duration. 
Hard  pressed  by  the  competition  of  Japanese  subsidised  lines,  the 
British  firm  of  Douglas,  Lapraik  and  Co.  sought  a  new  field  of 
operations  for  their  steamers,  which  began  to  run  between  Hong- 
Kong  and  Haiphong  and  pay  occasional  visits  to  Pakhoi,  where  an 
agency  was  started.  Threatened  in  their  practical  monopoly  of 
the  shipping  trade  of  this  port,  the  firms  of  Jebsen  and  Co.  and 
A.  R  Marty  waived  their  old  rivalry  and  united  together  to  keep 
out  the.  newcomers.  The  result  was  to  lower  the  somewhat 
extravagantly  high  rates  which  had  hitherto  prevailed,  and  to 
increase  the  carrying  trade. 

Pakhoi  can  boast  of  but  one  European  merchant,  a  partner  in  l»»porU. 
the  German  firm  of  Schomburg  and  Co.,   whose  chief  business  <>eneral 
establishment  is  situated  at  Hoihow.    The  shipping  firms  of  A.  R.  ^^3°^e.  ' 
Marty  and  Jebsen  and  Co.  are  only  represented  by  Chinese  agents, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  trade  of  the  port  is  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  Cantonese  commission-agents,  who  buy  and  sell  in  the 
Hong-Kong  markets  on  behalf  of  their  inland  constituents. 

In    these   circumstances  it    becomes  very  difficult-^for  the  British  share 
statistics  of  the  Imperial  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  do  not  in-  ofunport 
elude  the   necessary  data — to   form   a  correct  estimate  of  the*^ 
relative  share  of  the  total  trade   which   falls  to  any  one  foreign 
country.     It  is  only  by  personal  examination  of  the  goods  im- 
ported, and  the  trade-marks  they  bear,  that  one  is  enabled  to  get 
an  idea  of  their  origin  ;  for  even  the  best  informed  of  the  Chinese 
trades-people  know  only  the  nature  of,  and  their  own  conventional 
denomination  for  the  goods  they  require,  and  have  but  a  very 
imperfect  notion  of  their  provenance. 

Of  the  cotton  piece-goods  I  examined  in  the  best  shops,  those  Cotton  goods, 
of  British  manufacture  greatly  predominated. 

The  grey  and  white  shirtings,  T-cloths,  Turkey-reds,  velvets, 
damasks,  cambrics,  and  muslins,  were  nearly  all  the  produce  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  as  well  as  a  large  percentage  of  dyed  cottons, 
plain  and  figured. 

There  was,  however,  quite  a  respectable  percentage  of  German  German 
articles,  especially  in  the  line  of  Turkey-reds ;  and  in  the  cheaper  ^*>"H>«tot«>n. 
cotton  goods,  such  as  chintzes  and  furnitures,  as  also  in  cotton- 
flannels,  crape,  towels,  handkerchiefs,  &c. ;  the  Japanese  element 
was  largely  predominant     Of  the  cotton  yam  eight-tenths  were 
said  to  be  of  Indian  origin,  as  well  as  nearly  all  the  raw  cotton, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  an  estimate  of  80  per  cent,  as  the  British  ^'robable 
share  of  the  cotton  trade  would  be  an  exaggeration,  though  I  am  IsritSh'**'^  ^ 
compelled  to  admit  that  it  is  impossible  to  gather  any  but  an  cottons, 
approximate  idea  of  the  real  proportion  of  the  trade. 

Of  the  woollens  a  large  share  seemed  to  belong  to  articles  of  Woollens. 
German  origin,  which  seemed  to  be  in  about  equal  quantity  with 
British  goods. 

Of  the  remaining  imports  opium,  of  course,  is  entirely  a  product  Opium, 
of  a  British  Possession ;  but  the  United  Kingdom  can  also  claim  a 

(857)  A  3 


» 


6  PAKHOI. 

predominant  ghare  in  metals,  of  which  scrap-iron  from  Hong-Kong 
is  a  very  important  item. 

With  these  data,  however  imperfect  to  work  upon,  the  follow- 
ing taV)le  has  been  compiled,  from  which  the  British  share  of 
the  import  trade  would  appear  to  be  probably  about  47  per 
cent. 


Impoets. 


Goods. 


Mainlj  British- 
Cottons  •  •  •  •  • . 
Woollens  •  • 
Metals  •  • 
Opiuni  .. 
Raw  cotton    .  • 

Mainly  non-British 

In  which  British  imports  has 
no  share         . .  • .  • . 

Total 


Total  Value. 


154,705 
7,352 
6,244 
9,668 
4,712 
61,855 

78,364 

322,900 


Estimated 
British  Share. 


Per  cent. 

80 
60 
60 
100 
98 
10 


47 


Value. 


£ 

123,764 
3,676 
3,746 
9,668 
4,617 
6,185 


151,656 


Decline  of  ^^^  ^^^^^  value  of   the  imports  dui-ing   1900   amounted  to 

Import  trade.  322,900/.,  whicb  is  the  lowest  figure  they  have  ever  shown,  being 

some  65  per  cent,  below  the  figures  for  1890  when  they  reached 

929,232/.    The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  trade  for  the 

last  five  years : — 


Year. 


1896  .. 

1897  .. 
189S  .. 

1899  .. 

1900  .. 


Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total  Trade. 

& 
523,105 
404,578 
351,91Q 
371,837 
322,900 

250,430 
226,912 
264,320 
249,443 
278,754 

773,535 
631,490 
616,230 
621,250 
601,654 

Decrease  in 
import  of 
cotton  jam. 


As  wiU  be  seen  from  the  table  in  Annex  B,  the  greatest  faUing- 
oflf  is  in  cotton  yam,  which  decreased  by  more  than  one-third.^ 
The  main  reason  for  this  falling-off  is  that  bales  of  yam  can  be"^ 
taken  up  the  West  river  by  boat  to  supply  the  Kwangsi  and 
Yunnan  markets ;  whereas  to  get  conveyed  thither  overland  from 
Pakhoi  the  bales  must  be  broken  up  and  the  yarn  repacked  in 
smaller  quantities.  This  decrease  is,  therefore,  likely  to  be  still 
further  accentuated,  until  the  supply  becomes  restricted  to  an 
amount  sufficient  for  the  local  and  neighbouring  markets  only. 
Eaw  cotton,  which  is  nearly  all  Indian,  fell  from  19,680Z.  to  4,712/. 
Woollene,  too,  show  a  falling-off  of  over  50  per  cent.,  an^  in 
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genBFal  all   imports   have  suffered,  of  which  the  provenance  is 
mainly  British. 

It  is  consoling,  however,  to  reflect  that  a  falling-off  of  British 
trade  at  Pakboi  is  amply  compeueated  for  by  a  corresponding 
iocrease  of  trade  on  the  West  Kiver ;  and  that  the  foreign  goods 
which  find  their  way  into  China  through  the  back  door  of  Kwang- 
Ohow-Wan  are  mainly  cotton  yarn  and  opium,  both  being  the 
produce  of  a  British  colony,  India.  The  amount  of  opium  im- 
ported into  Kwang-Chow-Wan,  and  thence  smuggled  into  China, 
is  said  to  have  been  between  500  and  600  chests  during  the  year, 
beside  which  the  166  owts.  imported  at  Pakhoi  during  the  same 
period  cuts  a  sorry  figure. 

The  only  foreign  imports  that  show  progress,  as  compared  with  Kerosene. 
J  899,  ara  kerosene  and  flour.  American  oil  has  held  its  own,  or 
nearly  so;  but  Eussian  has  been  almost  entirely  superseded  by 
Sumatran,  the  supply  of  which  seems  to  be  now  as  abundant  as 
ever.  Its  cheapness  is  its  great  attraction,  for  in  quality  and  light 
producing  power  it  is  inferior  to  American  oil.  But  this  is  no 
great  objection  in  the  eyes  of  the  mass  of  the  Chinese  people,  to 
whom  the  flicker  of  the  opium  lamp  is  quite  a  sufficient  illumina- 
tion generally  speaking.  In  any  case,  tlie  importation  of  kerosene 
is  steadily  increasing,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  will  lead  to 
t^e  erection  of  a  tank  installation  at  Pakhoi,  with  a  view  to 
saving  the  cost  of  the  wooden  boxes  in  which  the  tins  are  packed, 
and  which  are,  in  any  case,  dispensed  with  as  soon  as  the  oil  is 
landed,  as  the  two  tins  contained  in  each  box  just  form  a  con- 
venient load  for  a  coolie  to  carry  inland  on  a  bamboo  pole. 

From  a  statement  published  some  time  ago  in  one  of  the 
leading  Tonking  papers,  the  **  Courrier  d*Haiphong,"  it  would 
appear  that  kerosene  can  be  imported  into  Kwangsi  and  Yunnan 
at  less  cost  vi&  Pakhoi,  than  wik  either  the  West  River  or  the 
Hwphoug-Mengtzn  route.  But  the  firm  of  Speidei  and  Co.,  of 
Haiphong,  have  been  authorised  lately  to  ereot  a  tank  installation 
at  that  port,  which  will  enable  them  to  import  the  oil  in  bulk  and 
put  it  into  tins  on  the  spot,  thereby  presumably  saving  the  taxes 
imposed  by  the  Tonking  Government  on  mineral  oils  stored  in 
cases,  which  amount  to  some  3d,  a  case  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
This  will  probably  affect  the  oil  trade  of  Pakhoi  unless  similar 
measures  are  adopted  there ;  although  it  is  now  apparent  that  a 
local  market  exists  for  the  commodity  in  the  adjoining  districts  of 
Cii*in  Chow,  Lien  Chow,  and  Yii  Lin,  which  will  probably  always 
require  a  supply  likely  to  be  obtained  from  Pakhoi ;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Anpii  and  Kao-Chow 
markets  are  already  drawing  their  supply  from  Kwang-Chow- 
Wan. 

Flour,  a  purely  American  import,  has  gone  up  in  quantity,  its  Other 
value  per  cwt.  has,  however,  decreased  by  about  12  per  cent.  ii^pon?. 

There  was  a  small  amount  of  rice  imported  from  Haiphong 
during  the  year  under  review  to  meet  a  demimd  created  in  the 
Lienchow  district  by  a  I'ather  severe  drought. 

The  export  list  shows  an  increase  of  some  9  per  cent,  over  Gauge?  of 
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Fishery 
produce. 


Pigs. 


Aniseed. 


Sugar. 


indigo. 


Transit  trade. 


the  total  for  1899.  This  progress  is  due  mainly  to  an  increased 
demand  for  fishery  produce,  pigs,  sugar,  and  tobacco  leaf. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  fishery  produce  found  this  year  a 
good  market  in  the  Straits.  Much  of  it,  however,  is  consumed  in 
China.  It  is  all  conveyed  to  Hong-Kong  by  steamer,  and  thence 
a  considerable  amount  is  distributed  along  the  coast  by  junks, 
there  being  a  great  demand  for  it  in  Canton.  Dried  fish  is  a 
speciality  of  Pakhoi,  where  the  quality  of  the  fish  is  very  high, 
and  the  process  of  curing  it  very  well  understood.  As  an  article 
of  food  it  is  not  generally  reckoned  wholesome  by  foreign  doctors, 
who  are  inclined  to  think  it  is  in  some  way  connected  with  the 
baneful  disease  of  leprosy. 

The  exportation  of  live  pigs  to  Hong-Kong  is  now.  a 
flourishing  trade,  and  has  increased  since  1899  by  nearly  45  per 
cent. 

The  export  of  star  aniseed,  the  centre  of  supply  of  which  is 
Nannin^,  has  almost  ceased  from  Pakhoi,  the  West  River  having 
superseded  this  route.  As  this  commodity  is  made  into  bales 
weighing  considerably  over  1  cwt,  it  is  of  necessity  far  more 
easily  and  cheaply  carried  by  water  than  by  coolie  labour. 
Aniseed  oil,  on  the  other  hand,  still  travels  via  the  Pakhoi  route. 
Because  of  its  great  value,  it  is  used,  like  native  opium,  as  a 
convenient  medium  of  exchange  between  the  Nanning  and  Ch*in 
Chow  markets.  It  is  more  portable,  and  being  diflBcult  to  dispose 
of,  except  among  a  certain  category  of  merchants,  it  is  less  likely 
to  excite  the  cupidity  of  land  pirates  than  its  corresponding  value 
in  sycee.  It  is  thus  not  unlikely  to  be  one  of  the  most  permanent 
of  the  exports  from  Pakhoi. 

This  has  been  a  record  year  for  the  exportation  of  sugar,  as  it 
has  been  also  in  the  case  of  dried  and  salt  fish.  As  has  been 
noticed  in  previous  trade  reports,  the  increase  in  the  production 
of  sugar  in  this  district  coincides  with  a  falling-off  in  that  of  the 
ground-nut,  and  in  the  case  of  the  year  under  review,  with  a 
greatly  lessened  export  from  Swatow. 

The  only  articles  of  native  produce  which  appear  to  find  their 
way  to  Europe  from  Pakhoi  are  ground-nut  cake,  which  is  used 
for  manure,  and  hides  and  leather.  It  is  probable  that  some  pro- 
portion of  these  ultimately  reach  British  markets,  but  as  all 
native  goods  are  distributed  from  Hong-Kong  and  not  from 
Pakhoi,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  their  destination. 

Liquid  indigo  shows  a  decrease  of  36  per  cent.,  which  is  not  so 
heavy  a  fall  afi  one  might  have  expected,  considering  the  extremely 
adverse  circumstances  under  which  it  laboured.  Fully  a  third  of 
the  total  amount  exported  was  hurried  out  of  the  port  in  the  last 
three  months  of  the  year,  when  the  pressure  of  accumulated  goods 
in  the  Hong-Kong  godowns  was  suddenly  relaxed,  and  a  strong 
rush  of  trade  set  in  with  the  north,  which  emptied  them  rapidly. 
Speaking  generally  the  export  trade  of  Pakhoi  was  greatly 
favoured  by  enhanced  prices  in  Hong-Kong,  and  exceptionally 
good  crops,  especially  in  the  case  of  sugar  and  tobacco. 

Transit  passes  have  been,  as  heretofore,  extensively  used  both 
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for  conveying  foreign  goods  into  the  interior,  and  for  bringing 
native  produce  to  Pakhoi  for  shipment  abroad.  It  is  a  fact  worth 
noticing  that  the  Chinese  merchant  here  appears  not  to  be  aware 
that  it  is  the  nationality  of  the  goods  imported,  and  not  of  the 
temporary  owner  thereof,  that  entitles  them  to  the  protection  of 
the  transit  pass.  Thus  the  number  of  passes  applied  for  in 
respect  x>t  foreign  goods  forwarded  to  the  interior  by  persons 
claiming  to  be  of  British,  German,  or  Portuguese  nationality  was 
1,1)18,  as  compared  with  689  applied  for  by  the  same  persons  in 
respect  of  native  goods  to  be  brought  from  the  interior  for 
export.  The  most  plausible  explanation  of  this  fact  is  that  in  the 
days  when  the  transit  pass  system  was  strenuously  fought  against 
by  the  Chinese  authorities,  the  Chinese  merchants  could,  by 
paying  a  small  commission  to  a  foreign  middleman,  secure  his 
services  as  a  convenient  go-between  to  obtain  the  protection  of  a 
fpreign  Consul  in  case  of  his  goods  being  tampered  with,  or 
exactions  being  levied  thereon.  Then,  too,  as  the  imports 
generally  travel  a  very  much  longer  distance  overland  than  the 
exports,  a  greater  amount  of  security  is  in  their  case  required, 
which  the  fact  of  the  goods  being  declared  the  property  of  a 
foreigner  naturally  ent«nls.  It  is  curious  in  view  of  the  above 
facts  to  know  that  at  Wuchow  the  number  of  passes  issued  to 
Chinese  in  respect  of  imports  in  1899  was  13,242,  as  against 
9,332  issued  to  British  subjects.  Wuchow,  it  is  true,  is  a  newly- 
opened  port,  and  its  trade  Ixaa  been  started  on  a  more  modern 
basis,  unhampered  by  the  fetters  of  that  inveterate  enemy  of  all 
progi'ess,  so  well  known  in  China  as  "  old  custom." 

As  for  the  local  conditions  which,  there  is  no  doubt,  greatly  ObrtsructionB 
obstruct  the  development  of  Pakhoi  as  a  trade  centre,  such  as  ^  ***^^' 
insecurity  of  life  and  property  among  the  Chinese,  weak  and  in- 
competent officials,  and  a  very  low  standard  of  living,  as  of 
morality,  they  continue  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  years. 
In  the  course  of  a  short  journey  1  made  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  was 
able  to  form  an  idea  of  the  still  undeveloped  resources  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  of  the  lamentable  deficiencies  of  the  Gk^vem- 
ment  which  claims  to  rule  it.  What  is  required  is  a  strong  and 
enlightened  adipinistration,  such  as  would  compel  the  more  turbu- 
lent element  of  die  population  to  abandon  its  piratical  ways,  and 
give  the  more  peaceful  and  industrious  a  chance  of  improving,  to 
the  fullest  extent,  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country. 

The  native  official  of  the  present  day,  however,  is  almost  always 
incapable  of  carrying  put  the  necessary  reforms  even  should  he 
wish  to  do  so,  which  is  generally  not  the  case.    Thus  a  so-called  Appointment 
'*  foreign  business  deputy"  was  appointed  to  this  port  during  tbe°^*"^**'^*^* 
year,  by  the  Viceroy  of  the  Two  Kwang,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  deputy." 
of  supervising  the  emigration  of  Chinese  to  Singapore  and  else- 
where.    This  official  begam  by  ignoring  all  precedents,  and  sub- 
stituting emigration  rules  devised  by  himself  for  rules  which  had 
been  in  force  for  years,  both  at  Pakhoi  and  at  the  other  emigration 
ports,  such  as  Swatow,  Amoy,  and  Hoihow,  and  which  are  generally 
kuown  as  the  Swatow  rules. 
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The  new  regulations  looked  well  enough  on  paper,  but  they 
had  been  devised  so  as  to  give  the  Foreign  Affairs  Bureau  the 
entire  control  of  the  emigration  traffic,  that  is  to  say,  in  other 
words,  the  power  to  exact  any  fees  tliey  pleased,  and  to  sell  passes, 
whereby  the  traffic  in  women  and  girls  for  Hong-Kong  could  be 
freely  carried  on.  This  power  the  deputy  and  his  satellites  were 
proceeding  to  make  use  of  to  their  hearts  content  when,  by  a 
breach  of  treaty  regulations,  they  enabled  me  to  lay  a  complaint 
before  the  Viceroy  which  resulted  in  the  removal  of  the  deputy. 
Tlie  Commissioner  of  Customs  was,  soon  afterwards,  able  to  expose 
their  complicity  with  brothel-keepers  and  procuresses,  with  the 
result  that  the  office  was  entirely  remodelled,  and  started  again 
under  the  auspices  of  a  new  deputy. 

The  health  of  the  port  was  good  throughout  the  year.  Plague 
did  not  make  its  appearance  at  Pakhoi,  though  it  ravaged  some 
localities  in  the  neighbourhood,  especially  a  portion  of  the  City 
of  Lien  Chow,  which  had  to  be  entirely  deserted  by  its  in- 
habitants. 

The  Shih-t*on  pii  coal  mine,  mentioned  in  previous  trade  reports, 
has  turned  out  to  be  a  delusion.  There  is  little  or  no  coal  there, 
and  what  there  is,  is  a  schistous  anthracite  which  is  useless  for  all 
practical  purposes. 

It  is,  for  Pakhoi,  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  thousands  of 
dollars  lavished,  both  by  private  individuals  and  the  provincial 
Treasury,  upon  this  doubtful  and,  as  it  has  turned  out,  unprofit- 
able venture,  were  not  spent  on  the  realisation  of  the  older  and 
far  more  promising  idea  of  a  railway  to  the  West  River,  which 
appears  to  have  been  definitely  abandoned.  Not  that  railway 
schemes  of  various  sorts  have  not  been  spoken  of,  which  would 
tend  to  draw  oflf  by  artificial  means  a  part  of  the  West  River  trade 
from  its  natural  channel  Thus  I  have  myself  heard  of  a  scheme 
for  a  railway  which  was  to  run  from  Kwang-Chow-Wan,  across 
the  Lei  Chow  peninsula,  to  An-p'u,  thence  up  the  valley  of  a  small 
river  to  Yu  Lin  Chow,  and  ultimately  to  Nanning,  where  it  was  ta 
join  the  extension  of  the  Hanoi-Lungchow  line. 

Without  attempting  to  discuss  the  probability  of  the  construc- 
tion, or  the  chances  of  success,  of  such  a  railway,  I  wish  merely 
to  point  out  the  effect  it  would  conceivably  have  upon  the  trade 
of  this  port.  It  seems  to  me  reasonable  to  suppose  that  by 
tapping  the  rich  districts  of  An-p'u,  Yii  Lin,  and  Kao-chow,  and  by 
securing  the  conveyance  inland  at  all  times  of  the  year  of  such 
foreign  goods  as  the  latter  market  especially  consumes,  it  would 
deal  such  a  blow  to  Pakhoi  as  would  reduce  it«  commercial  im- 
portance to  a  minimum.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  this 
result  would  be  sufficient  in  itself  to  warrant  the  immense  outlay 
such  an  undertaking  would  necessarily  postulate. 

This  objection  applies  apparently  to  other  schemes  for  railway* 
intended  to  divert  the  trade  of  Southern  and  Western  China  into 
special  channels,  and  notably  to  the  well-known  phiu  for  a  railway 
from  Lao-Kay  to  Yunnan  fu  and  probably  beyond,  which  is  now 
the  object  of  a  special  French  mission  to  the  capital  of  Yunnan. 
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In  this  connection  I  take  the  liberty  to  insert  the  following  trans- 
lation of  an  extract  from  a  valuable  article  by  the  French  Captain 
Bernard  on  this  subject : — 

"  It  is  thought  that  all  the  products  of  this  province  (Yunnan),  ^^^nck 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  populous  of  China,  would  take  the  opS^^^, 
new  outlet   thus  offered  them.      Chung-King  is  2,200  kiloms. 
from  Shanghai  by  existing  ways  of  communication,  and  only 
1,500  kiloms.  from  Haiphong,  hence  every  advantage  would  appear 
to  be  on  the  side  of  Tongking.     As  a  matter  of  fact  the  problem* 
is  not  so  simple.     Chung-King  is  250  metres  above   sea  level. 
Yiinnan  fu  is  1,990  metres  above  it.     Supposing  two  railroads  to 
have  been  constructed  from  Chung-King,  one  to  Shanghai  and  one 
to  Haiphong,  the  former  would  meet  with  nothing  but  moderate 
inclines,  and  that  only  for  a  short  portion  of  its  length ;  the  latter, 
on  the  contrary,  would  be  constantly  within  a  mountainous  region. 
Notwithstanding  the  difference  in  length  of  transit,  the  cost  of 
tmnsport  to  Haiphong  or  to  Shanghai  per  ton  of  merchandise 
would  be  identical. 

"There  appears,  moreover,  to  be  some  apprehension  lest  the 
British  should  succeed  in  constructing  a  line  of  railway  from 
Bunnah  to  Sziich'uan,  and  it  is  thought  imperative  to  have  a  start 
of  them.  But  even  if  the  two  lines  were  constructed  one  after 
the  other  the  British  line  would  at  once  have  a  great  advant£^e. 
It  would  have  its  terminus  on  the  Gulf  of  Bengal,  very  much 
nearer  European  ports ;  it  would  establish  communications  between 
China  and  two  enormous  reservoirs  of  men  and  natui^al  resources, 
Burmah  and  Bengal 

"  Finally,  however  seductive  the  plan  of  a  railway  leading  from 
Haiphong  to  the  heart  of  China  may  appear,  it  is  (^uite  certain 
that  for  a  long  time  such  a  railway  would  lead  to  nothing  but  an 
amount  of  traffic  insignificant  in  proportion  to  the  capital  taken 
up  by  the  construction  thereof.  If  the  line  is  to  stop  at  Yunnan 
fu,  a  transit  trade  of  at  least  100,000  tons  on  the  Vietri-Lao-Kay 
section,  and  of  50,000  to  60,000  tons  from  Lao-Kay  to  Yiinnan, 
would  be  necessary  annually  to  cover  all  expenses  of  the  line. 

"  The  estimated  tariffs  postulate,  moreover,  goods  of  a  value 
capable  of  supporting  transport  charges,  which  would  amount  to 
at  least  30  fra.  per  ton  as  far  as  Lao-Kay,  60  fi"s.  to  Mengtzii,  and 
from  100  to  120  frs.  to  Yiinnan.  Xone  may  venture  to  say  what 
period  of  time  would  be  necessary  to  achieve  such  a  result." 

In  concluding  I  have  to  thank  Dr.  A.  S.  Deane  of  the  Imperial 
Chinese  Customs  for  giving  me  access  to  the  customs  statistics, 
and  both  him  and  Messrs.  Materna  and  S.  B.  Thompson  for  much 
valuable  information  as  to  the  local  conditions  of  trade. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Pakhoi  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


Nationalitj. 


America  . .  . .         . . 

British    .. 

French    ..  ..         •• 

German  ..  •. 

Total  . .         •  •         .  • 


Steam. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


1 

3 

85 

22 


111 


Tons. 


1,266 

2,066 

43,509 

15,281 


62,122 


Annex  B. — Ebturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Pakhoi 


during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


1899. 

1900. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Cotton  jam   .  • 

Cwts.     . . 

60,044 

136,177 

40,632 

49,698 

Cotton  goods — 

^hirtings,  grey 

Pieces    • . 

19,121 

6,028 

18,363 

4,563 

„        white     . . 

„        •  • 

24,419 

12,820 

18,094 

11,280 

T-cloths 

„        .. 

19,977 

6,955 

19,946 

7.666 

Turkey  reds    .. 

i>        *  * 

14,671 

2.761 

4,890 

1,863 

Cambrics  and  muslins 

it             *  * 

19,426 

8,310 

16,397 

3,170 

Cottons,  dyed  pl*in  •  • 
„           figured 

,,             .  • 

18,518 

8,288 

13,860 

10,312 

If             *  * 

1,296 

624 

2,287 

1,349 

Other  cottons.. 

.  . 

•  • 

6,289 

•  • 

20,054 

Woollens — 

Long  ells     . . 

Pieces    . . 

8,603 

7,743 

3,274 

2,794 

Other  woollens 

»»        •  • 

2,170 

7,203 

991 

4,558 

Metals.. 

C^ts.     .. 

8,845 

6,593 

7,938 

6,224 

Oil,  kerosene- 

American    •  •         •  • 

Gallons . . 

740,500 

17,756 

546,890 

16,904 

Bussian 

»>      •  • 

480,£80 

4,544 

40,800 

1,188 

Sumatran    . .         • . 

f»      •• 

13,000 

273 

689,480 

20,185 

Mstchcs 

GroM     .. 

249,925 

7.528 

175,325 

5,447 

Aniline  dyes  .. 

« . 

• . 

3,056 

•  • 

2,933 

Flour  (American) 

Cikts.     .. 

10,975 

6,645 

16,209 

6,903 

Braid 

Gross    .. 

68,673 

3,077 

39,776 

2,557 

Opiuii} — 

Patma         •  •         •  • 

Cwts.     . . 

45 

3,448 

24 

2,605 

Benares       • . 

»»        •  • 

121 

8,926 

70 

7,163 

Rite 

Cwts.     .. 

240 

54 

10,762 

2,639 

Bilk  piece  goods 

II        •  • 

114 

10,058 

77 

6,877 

Medicines       .  •         . . 

. . 

•  • 

12,866 

.  * 

12,831 

Baw  cotton    • . 

. . 

.  • 

19,680 

• . 

4,712 

Other  imports 

.  * 

. . 

70,191 

.  • 

61,876 

Total   •• 

•  • 

371,837 

.  • 

322,9(J0 

PAKHOI. 
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Annex  C— Ekturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Pakhoi 

during  the  Years  1899-1900. 


1 

1899. 

1900. 

ArticleB. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Aniseed  oil     .  • 

Cwts.      .. 

1,061 

32,083 

907 

30,751 

Fishery  produce 

»f        •• 

37,985 

32,686 

43,800 

54,278 

Ground-nut  cakes 

Tons       . . 

398 

3,009 

671 

4.439 

Hides,  cow  and  buffalo 

>»        •  • 

658 

20,749 

403 

19,981 

Indigo  liquid . . 

»»        •  • 

5,013 

50,531 

3,216 

37,147 

Leather 

Cwts.      .. 

2,766 

6,658 

2,929 

10,698 

Pig8 

Number . . 

10,413 

9,946 

14,629 

14,333 

Sugar,  brown  and  white 

Tons 

4,944 

50,096 

5,667 

66,311 

Tobacco  leaf  .  •         .  • 

it        •  • 

359 

5,457 

448 

10,504 

Other  goods    .  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

38,229 

•• 

30,312 

Total 

•  • 

249,443 

•  • 

278,654 

Annex  D. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Imported 
to  and  Exported  from  Pakhoi  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
and  Chinese  Ports  during  the  Years  1900-1899. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Bxports. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

4 
Foreign  countries — 
Singapore        . .          .  • 
Hong-Kong    .  • 
Tonking  and  Annan  . . 

£ 

314,926 
2,152 

£ 

•  • 

1      366,504 

•  • 

£ 

!            302 
,     278,126 
•  • 

£ 
248,850 

Total      ., 
Chinese  ports   .  • 

317,078 
6,822 

366,504 
5,333 

278,428 
326 

248,850 
593 

Grand  total 

322,900 

371,837 

1      278,756 

249,443 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Barraiu/uilla  for  the  Year 

1900 

By  Mr.  Acting  Vice-consul  McDoijOALL. 

(ReoeiTed  at  Foreign  Office.  June  21.  1901.) 

In  making  this  report  it  is  almost  imperative  to  point  out 
that  during  the  whole  year  the  public  peace  has  been  in  a 
disturbed  condition,  which  circumstance  has  affected  every  class 
of  enterprise. 

As  regards  the  export  trade  the  \$fik  of  communication  General  tmde. 
between  the  interior  and  the  coast  has  i*end6red  it  difficult  to 
send  goods  down  the  river  with  any  safety,  and  then  again  a 
number  of  men  who  would  otherwise  have  attended  to  agri- 
culture have  entered  into  service  of  another  nature.  With 
respect  to  the  import  trade  the  merchants  here  have  withhold 
importing  to  a  great  degree,  as  the  premium  on  gold  went  up 
by  leaps  and  bounds  from  200  to  1,800  per  cent.,  and  naturally 
the  owners  did  not  know  at  what  price  to  sell  their  goods  so  as 
to  secure  enough  money  to  enable  them  to  purchase  fresh  stocks. 

A  comparison  of  the  principal  articles  of  export  during  190Q  fixpoHw, 
and  1899  will  be  found  in  Annex  B,  showing  the  number  of 
articles  with  the  reepeetlve  values,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
three  chief  exports  of  the  country  show  thus : — 


Articles. 

Yalua. 

1 

j          1900. 

( 

1899. 

Coffee 

Hides      

Tobacco 

£ 

270.876 
59.461 
68,204 

£ 
508.890 
99.119 
47,494 

The  declared  value  of  the  imports  was  407,972/.,  composed  imporu. 
thus : — 


(838)  A  2 


BARRANQUILLA. 


ImportMl  direct  from  British  ports  in  British  bottoms 
„        TiA  New  York  in  British  bottoms — 

American  goods  from  New  York        . .  107,272 


f* 


textiles 


8,520 


Imported  in  foreign  bottoms  from  yarious  ports 

Total  


Value. 


138,641 


116,792 
158,689 


407,972 


Petroleum. 
Salt. 


Olive  oiL 
Matclies. 


Duties: 
exemption  of, 
on  certain 
articles. 


Shipping 
statistics. 


A  statement  of  the  chief  articles  of  import  for  1900  and  1899 
will  be  found  on  p.  7,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  everything  shows 
an  extraordinary  decrease,  with  the  exception  of  mining  imple- 
ments, cement,  matches,  petroleum,  olive  oU,  and  salt. 

The  increase  in  petroleum  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
preferential  rate  given  by  the  railway  company  to  the  merchants. 

Salt  comes  entirely  from  Cura^joa,  and  is  an  article  upon 
which  there  was  formerly  a  Grovernment  monopoly,  hence  the 
vitality  in  the  traffic  which  the  merchants  formerly  could  not 
trade  in. 

The  increase  in  olive  oil  is  insignificant. 

The  principal  brand  of  matches  used  here  comes  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  is  made  of  soft  cork  pine,  which 
does  not  bend,  and  the  heads  ignite  anywhere  without  pro- 
ducing any  grease.  Others  of  a  Swedish  make,  well-known 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  circulate  here  in  a  lesser  d^ree. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  April,  1901,  a  decree  has 
been  issued  cancelling  all  duties  on  potatoes,  sugar,  rice,  flour, 
vegetables,  and  other  staple  articles,  and  the  import  trade  in  such 
goods  shows  great  vigour.  The  exemption  remains  in  force 
during  the  disturbance  of  peace,  and  continues  two  months  after 
the  same  is  restored. 

The  tonnage  of  British  vessels  that  entered  from  British  ports 
during  1900  was : — 


Tablk  showing  Statistics  of  Shipping  for  1900. 


(Quantity. 


Tons. 

Tonnage  of  British  vessels  that  entered  from  British  ports    ••  119,048 

Cargo  imported . .          . .         . .          . .  6,5;M) 

„     exported <  2,182 

Tonnage  of  British  vessels  that  entered  from  New  York        .  •  79,105 

Cargo  imported 5,687 

„      exported 3,972 

Tonnage  of  foreign  vessels  that  entered  from  various  ports     . .  192,786 

Cargo  imported  .  •         . .           !  3,240 

„      exported \  4^248 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  journey  from  the  United  Kingdom  Shipping 
to  Savanilla,  via  Cartagena,  Puerto  Limon,  Colon,  and  Jamaica,  facifcties  to 
and  vice  vers&,  occupies  so  long  (23  days),  and  now  that  the  Eoyal  ^^6^^- 
Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  have  only  a  monthly  service  here, 
and  send  their  boats  on  uncertain  days,  there  is  difficulty  in 
reaching  the  United  Kingdom  in  anything  like  decent  time.  The 
Direct  Imperial  line  of  steamers  leave  Kingston,  Jamaica,  every 
other  Tuesday,  and  make  the  journey  to  Bristol  in  13  days.  If. 
then,  the  Atlas  Steamship  Company,  that  now  run  to  Kingston 
only  monthly,  vi&  Cartagena  and  Puerto  Limon,  taking  eight  days, 
give  a  fortnightly  service  to  Kingston  direct,  with  a  two  days' 
passage,  the  total  journey  could  be  made  in  15  or  16  days.  Tne 
Atlas  boats  now  leave  on  Monday  evening  or  Tuesday  morning,  but 
could  easily  be  fitted  in  so  as  to  ensure  a  good  and  safe  connection 
at  Jamaica.  Through  freights  for  merchandise  should  be  arranged, 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  predicting  a  success  to  tlie  venture 

The  Barraiiquilla  Railway  and   Pier  Company   is   a   British  BftrranquiUa 
concern,  with  registered  offices  at  39,  Coleman  Street,  London.   Its  ^f^'J*^  *^^ 
length  is  17  miles,  and  it  possesses  a  fixed  pier  4.000  feet  long,  to  j]^/     *• 
which  big  draught  steamers  of  5,000  tons  can  come  at  any  time. 
It  has  100,000/.  in  debenture  stock,  paying  6  percent.,  which  is 
priced   on  the  Stock  Exchange  at  88   to  90  for  nominal  lOOZ. 
shares.     A  statement  showing  the  result  of  working  operations 
during  1900  and  1899  is  appended  in  Annex  E. 

There  were  no  new  industries  undertaken  in  1900,  excepting  induBtriei. 
that  of  cigarette  making  by  machinery,  and  a  commercial  house 
here  introduced  a  machine  of  the  Comas  Machine  Company,  New 
York,  having  four  horse-power,  driven  by  a  kerosene  motor,  and 
this  turns  out  160  cigarettes  per  minute,  performing  every  opera- 
tion necessary,  from  the  cutting  of  the  leaf  tobacco  to  the  pinch- 
ing of  the  ends  of  the  cigarettes.  The  introducers  assert  that 
the  sale  of  the  superior-made  article  recompenses  them  for  the 
extra  cost  as  compared  with  hand-made  cigarettes. 

The  export  of  cattle  in  1900  was  not  quite  so  valuable  as  in  Cattk. 
1899,  but  the  tax  being  reduced  to  10  dol.  gold  per  head  instead 
of  20  dol.  gold,  gave  an  impetus  to  the  traffic  at  the  latter  end  of 
the  year.  It  wUl  be  noticed  that  the  value  in  1900  was  84,092/. 
whilst  in  1899  it  was  89,890/.  The  destination  of  all  the  cattle 
was  Cuba. 

The  disturbed  state  of  the  country  has  affected   the  river  River  trafllo. 
traffic  more  than  anything  else,  as  the  Government  have  thought 
it  necessary  to  take  possession   of  the  boats.      The   Steamboat 
Company's  loss  on  the  year  is  130,000  doL  paper,  equal  to  about 
1,723/.  sterling. 

In   1899   the  value  of  indiarubber  exported  was   34,665/.,  Indiambbtr. 
whilst  in   1900  it  dropped  to  14,063/.,  this  being  due   to  t]ie 
enforced  detention  of  the  rubber  in  the  interior,  through  lack  of 
facilities  to  bring  it  to  the  coast. 

The  year  1900  saw  an  export  of  cotton  to  the  value  of  11,255/.,  Cotton, 
as  against  7,390/.,  and  this  was  due  to  the  class  of  cotton  being 
superior  to  that  exported  in  1899.    It  is  collected  by  men  on 
(838)  A  3 
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Bateeof 

exchange. 


New  works. 


Articles  in 
demand. 


donkeys  and  mules,  and  brought  to  the  outskirts  of  the  cities, 
where  runnel's  meet  the  cargoes  and  bargain  for  their  masters  in 
the  stores.  It  is  then  carefully  cleaned  by  machinery,  prepared 
and  packed  in  pressed  bales  in  one  of  the  two  establishmeuts 
existing  in  this  city. 

The  rate  of  exchange  on  December  31, 1899,  was  550  per  cent., 
whilst  on  December  31,  1900,  it  was  2,000  per  cent,  for  American 
gold,  and  50  points  less  for  British  gold ;  thus  in  1899  a  dollar  was 
worth  5  dol.  50  c.  paper,  and  1/.  sterling  27  dol.  50  c.  paper,  whilst 
m  1900  American  dollars  were  worth  20  dol.  paper,  and  1/.  ster- 
ling 97  dol.  50  c.  paper.  A  statement  of  exchanges  during  1900 
and  1899  will  be  found  in  Annex  D. 

No  new  works  were  commenced  here  in  1900,  although  the. 
Government  announced  the  sale  of  a  concession  for  widening  the 
river  approach  to  Barranquilla  to  a  native  firm,  who  are  still 
trying  to  raise  money  on  the  concession  in  the  United  States  and 
elsewhere,  but  no  further  steps  of  any  kind  have  been  undertaken 
in  the  matter. 

There  is  a  demand  here  for  the  following  articles  and  the 
selling  price  in  gold  is  given  below : — 


Articles. 


Portland  cement 

Straw  hats,  yentilated  ••         •• 

Light  dinner  ale 

„  stoat        ••         •• 

Brandies . .         . .         •  • 
Wine  of  a  Spanish  nature        • . 
Washing  boards.  •         .  •         •  • 
Cotton  goods 
Underrests         . .         •  • 
JDrawers  ..         ..         •• 
Sods  (cotton)    ••         ..         •• 


Price. 


Per  barrel    •• 

Eiich . . 

5  dozen  case  • . 


>} 


Per  bottle 
gallon 


)} 


I 

» None  on  sale 


£ 

«. 

0  16 

3*,  to  4«. 

1 

10 

1 

10 

0 

6 

0 

2 

The  principal  cement  sold  here  is  of  German  and  Italian 
make.  The  German  is  good,  but  dries  slowly,  whilst  the  Italian  is 
very  inferior  in  quality. 

Straw  hats  must  be  ventilated  about  1  inch  from  the  top,  with 
an  aperture  of  J  inch  broad,  or  they  must  be  a  very  light  sub- 
stance and  without  lining  at  the  sides. 

The  wine  selling  best  is  "  Vino  Tinto  "  or  "  Vino  Seco,"  with  a 
steady  sale  of  good  muscatel  wine  in  barrels  of  4^  gallons. 

The  ale  should  be  of  a  Pilsener  nature  which  sells  well 
among  foreigners. 

Hennessy*s  brandy  takes  the  lead  here,  but  French  brandy 
sells  fairly  well. 

Cotton  goods  should  be  light  in  nature,  and  capable  of  beine 
washed  without  fading  any  of  the  colour,  whilst  the  drawers  and 
vests  should  be  of  a  cellular  make  so  as  to  be  as  cool  as  possible 
in  this  equatorial  climate.     Cotton  socks  must  be  of  absolutely 
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fast  colours,  as  any  dye  on  the  feet  would  be  injurious  to  the 
wearer. 

The  public  health  has  been  good  on  the  whole,  although  an  Public  health* 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever  threatened  the  city  in  June  and  July  of 
1900,  due  to  the  presence  here  of  so  many  troops  from  the 
interior,  and  the  entire  absence  of  any  sanitary  regulations.  Foul 
bills  of  health  were  issued  during  these  months.  A  statement 
showing  the  principal  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Annex  F, 

It  would  be  just  as  well  if  commercial  people  and  others  Vinton, 
coming  to  the  country  were  to  make  their  arrival  known  at  the 
Vice-Consulate,  as  very  often  there  are  letters,  &c.,  for  such 
travellers  which  are  difficult  to  deliver  in  the  absence  of  any 
certain  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  the  persons 
interested ;  moreover,  the  Vice-Consul  can  very  often  assist 
visitors  by  his  knowledge  of  the  country  and  existing  situation. 

Any  catalogues  or  price  lists  are   personally   delivered    to  Oatftlo^peB 
persons  who  may  be  likely  to  do  business  with  the  senders,  and  •p^  P™*. 
any  letters   from   British  merchants  are  shown   to   those  mer- ^J^^"  £^" 
chants   who   may   be   induced   possibly  to    interest   themselves 
in  the  various  matters  therein  referred  to. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  Different  Articles  of  Import  at  Barranquilla 

during  the  Years  19Q0-1899. 


AiticleB, 


Ale     .. 

Brandy 

Batter 

Cloth.. 

Cotton  goods 

Cigarettes 

Dru^.« 

Engine  oil 

Flour.. 

Com  starch 

Jute  bags 

Matches,  wooden  . . 
Mining  implements . . 
Olire  oU 

Petroleum  .  •  , . 
Prints,  cotton  .  • 

Perf umeiy    .  •         •  • 

Bice 

Boman  cement 
Besin  . .         .  •         .  • 
Sugar,  refined  .  • 

Salt    .. 
Timber  in  bulk 
Wire  for  fencing 
Wine.. 


• . 


Cases 


it 


Bales. 

Oases. 


Barrels 
Bags  . 
Boxes 
Bales. 
Cases. 


a 


Packagi 
Cases. 

»    • 
Bales. 

Cases. 

Bags  . 

Barrels 


Cases. 


es 


Packages 
BoUs  .. 
Cases         and 
barrels 


Quantity. 


1900. 


1,598 

386 

111 

2,361 

9,769 

887 

478 

163 

24,339 

270 

1,996 

1,770 

3,233 

1,133 

477 

56,883 

1,468 

147 

16,058 

292 

1,162 

4,803 

69,248 

2,052 

560 

2,915 


1899. 


18,240 

14,286 

185 

8,999 

24,892 

1,462 

6,866 

281 

60,949 

2,288 

2,796 

3,429 

1,278 

697 

366 

42,312 

2,739 

696 

18,888 

2 

2,004 

7,626 

42,742 

12,686 

26,038 

31,297 
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Annex  6. — Retubn  of  Exports  from  Barranquilla  during  the 

Years  1900-1899. 


Articles. 

1 
1 

1 

1900. 

1899. 

Quantitj. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

£ 

£ 

Coffee 

.    Bags      .. 

86,917 

270,876 

264,410 

606320 

Hides 

•                         a  • 

115,860 

69,461 

178,908 

99,119 

Tobacco 

.  •  Bales     . . 

22,681 

68,204 

20,444 

47,404 

Indiarubber 

.    Packages 

1,014 

14,068 

2,141 

84,666 

Plante 

.    Cases     .. 

760 

8,668 

1,623 

8,687 

Itotj  nuta  . . 

.    Bags      .. 

897 

360 

6,087 

1,768 

Balnm,  tola 

.    Cases     .. 

810 

4,080 

886 

6,487 

„       copaiba    . 

•        »»        •  • 

1 

6 

222 

707,190 

Silyer  ore    . . 

.    Bags      .. 

446 

1,148 

10,446 

81,766 

ff      oars  •  •         • 

•  <        •  • 

389 

48,006 

628 

74,868 

Starch 

.    Bags      .. 

895 

2,428 

1,941 

1,860 

Gk)ld  bars   . . 

•          •  • 

290 

94,994 

667 

860,886 

„     duet  ••         • 

.    Bags      .. 

18 

4,272 

60 

10,127 

Horns 

•  .      »»         •  • 

384 

574 

606 

696 

Precious  stones 

.    Packages 

2 

7,886 

86 

41,886 

Cattle 

.    Head     .. 

15,427 

84,092 

14,896 

89,890 

Cotton         . .         • 

•    Bales     .. 

2,785 

11,255 

2,357 

7,890 

Cocoa 

.    Sacks     .. 

1,127 

6,181 

174 

855 

Straw  hat^  .  • 

•    Cases     .. 

66 

3,077 

15 

686 

Cottonseed 

.    Bags 

16,408 

6,662 

12,260 

2,088 

DiyidiTi 

•       >»         •• 

6,946 

2,271 

8,969 

1,668 
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Annex  C. — ^Tablb  showing  Shipping  Statistics  for  1900. 


Quantity  of  Cargo — 

MrmfVi                        i   Tt>«.«...«^^ 

Value  of 

iUUIlUl. 

a.vuiii»KC. 

Import. 

1 

Exported. 

Imported. 

• 

1 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Dol.         e. 

British,  Dnutor. 

January 

10^7 

108.948 

805,848 

70,612    25 

February 

10,807 

150,188 

98,629 

27,002      0 

March   .. 

1      10,822 

881,672 

64,534 

12,098      0 

April     . . 
May       .. 

7,880 

812,882 

186,812 

22,734    25 

9,295 

176,717 

95,027 

19,969    15 

June 

6,400 

589,784 

1,068,772 

49,140    19i 

July       .. 

J      10,247 

101,258 

276,608 

34,414    25 

Auguat  .. 

11.166 

92,085 

1,171,216 

60,958      0 

September 

10,946 

118,866 

2,889,100 

54,444    24 

October. . 

11,580 

58,821 

351,668 

186,015    06 

lloTember 

9,686 

72,820 

122,716 

87,219    35 

December 

10,272 

124,096 

454,650 

93,107     12 

Total     .. 

119,048 

2,182,972 

6,580,075 

667,708    88i 
(133,541^) 

British,  Iitbibsot, 

UsflTID  Statbs. 

7,672 

92,588 

228,747 

20,764     16 

February 

6,088 

180,165 

318,667 

20,467    58 

Miurch    .. 

6,088 

232,993 

277,988 

15,324    28 

April     . . 
May       .. 

7,508 

820,708 

494,689 

28,166    87 

6,088 

408,084 

449,986 

27,052    68i 

June 

5,980 

215,124 

456,413 

54,503    85 

July       .. 

7,850 

410,874 

708,477 

82,660    53 

August . . 

5,985 

484,281 

686,955 

48,457    58 

September 

5,935 

868,565 

588,624 

72,360    30 

October.. 

7,197 

326,724 

516,586 

88,008    78 

Norember 

5,985 

393,926 

860,820 

67,208    67 

December 

7,384 

598,545 

564,741 

73,966    13 

Total     .. 

79,105 

8,972,677 

5,587,588 

578,955    86i 

'RltlTTHIT      TlTDrKHflT. 

• 

(115,791/.) 

Yabioits. 

January 

•  « 

1,339 

. . 

•  • 

— 

•  • 

FORRIGV 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October.. 

November 

December 

Total 


.   ! 


20,815 
16,171 
19,069 
20,285 
18,903 
14,888 
8,288 
14,801 
15,687 
15,858 
14,460 
18,621 


192,736 


398,684 
487,154 
575,698 
593,486 
354,961 
55,325 
321,967 
408,581 
178,888 
161 ,878 
164,239 
552,490 


490,075 
101,430 
344,867 
209,556 

82,047 
182,196 

78,891 
692,028 
170,044 
281,499 
297,485 
361 ,108 


1(15,241  68 

14,340  70 

167,816  98 

42,il0  55 

17,438  79 

29,489  30 

28,242  87i 

82,359  31 

76,348  06 

84,644  25 

95,201  18 

49,670  19 


4,248,296    3,240,671  ;  798,198  83^ 

;   (158,640/.) 
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Table  showing  Total  Shipping  Statistics  for  1900. 


Itf  AirfAl- 

m 

Quantity  of  Cargo— 

Value  of  Import. 

nontn.          xouii»^6. 

Exported. 

Imported. 

Currency.            Sterling. 

January 
February 
ICaroh 
April . . 
Ub,j  ., 
June  .. 
July  ,. 
Aug%i«t 
September    . 
October 
Fovember 
December 

.  40,888 
.     38,066 

86,999 
.  36,168 
.  29,286 
.  27,168 
.  26.880 
.     3l,S92 

82.  ')6o 
.  34,580 
.  30,081 
.      36,-377 

Tona. 

600,220 

817,507 

1 ,1-40,858 

1,2^6,866 

934,762 

810,183 

t^004 

984;d97 

656^319 

547,428 

680,985 

1,270,181 

Tons. 

1,024,67/1 

518,72« 

6d6,8»» 

84D;507 

627,060 

1,652,881 

1,063,976 

2,486',184 

8,149,766 

1,149^,698 

780,971 

1,380,499 

Dol.  c.  j  iJ  *.  d. 
196,6m.  08  '    89,328  12    4 

61,810  28  12,362  1  8 
195,284    86  i    89,046  17    1 

98,311    67      lt(,662    6    8 

64,455  62i!  12,89y  2  6 
188,182  84ii  26,62»  11  S 
146,317  65i  29,0e»  10  7 
186,774  84  >  87,864  19  4 
203,153  57  .  40,680  10  8 
803,668  11  !  60,782' 12  S 
289,629  20  47,985  16  10 
216,763    44      43,852  13  18 

Total      . 

.   892,228 

10,408,846 

15,868,334 

2,089,868    58i  407,972  14    5 

Annex  D. — Rates  of  Exchai^e  on  British  Cktld  doimg  the 

Years  1900-1899. 


ibr^.i.i. 

Per  Cent. 

JTXUUVU. 

1900. 

1899. 

January 
February    . 
ICaroh 
April 
ICay.. 
June.  • 
July. . 
Augiut 
Sej^mber  . 
October 
NoTember  . 
December   . 

• 

550 
700 
1,100 
1,100 
1,55« 
1,300 
1,500 
1,62D 
1,55D 
1,500 
.1,65b 
1,960 

240 
240 
240 
248 
250 
300 
880 
410 

4X9 
730 
550 

BAKSANQUILUL 
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Annex  K — Babranquilla  Railway  and  Pier  Company,  limited.-— 
Statement  showing  Results  of  Working  during  the  Tears 
1900-1899. 


Number  of 
Passengers. 

Number  of 
Kilos. 

Bemittedto 
London. 

1900» 

January  to  June 
Julj  to  December    .  • 

28,722 
28,900 

16,600 
15,600 

£ 

884 
8,861 

Total 

57,622 

81,100 

4,245 

1809.t 
July  t'O  December    • . 

28,900 
26,489 

36,800 
27,800 

11,177 
6,475 

Total 

54,889 

64,100 

16,652 

Increase 
Decreaae 

• 

8,288 

•  • 

88,000 

12,407 

*  Arerage  rate  of  exchange  in  first  half-year,  1,045  per  cent. ;  in  second  half- 
year,  1,648  per  cent. 

t  ATerage  rate  of  exchange  in  first  half-year,  252  per  cent. ;  in  second  half- 
year,  488  per  cent. 

Annex  F. — Return  showing  the  Principal  Causes  of  Death 

during  the  Year  1900. 


Cause. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Yellow  f erer          •  • 

Pemimous  ferer 

Bilious  fcTsr 

Dy»entery   .. 
Various 

40 

98 

125 

258 

867 

Total            

1,878 

:• 
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Report  an  the  Trade  of  Corea  for  tJie  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Gubbins. 

(Receired  at  Foreign  Office,  Julj  8, 1901.) 

In  his  report  on  the  trade  of  Corea  for  the  year  1894,  Hi» 
Majesty's  Consul-General  remarked  that  the  unfavourable  antici- 
pations formed  as  to  the  future  of  trade  in  that  year  owing  to  the 
progress  of  the  China-Japan  War  had,  fortunately,  not  been 
realised.  Similarly,  with  regard  to  the  trade  of  1900,  it  is  satis- 
factory  to  be  able  to  note  that  in  .spite  of  the  troubles  in  China 
the  value  of  the  total  trade  of  Corea  for  the  year  under  review 
has  not  only  not  decreased,  but  has  exceeded  that  of  any  previous 
year. 

This  result  is  explained  to  a  large  extent  by  the  fact  that 
although  the  export  of  Corean  produce  to  China,  which  is  in 
Cliiuese  hands,  decreased,  and  importations  of  foreign  goods  )>y 
Chinese  merchants  likewise  diminished ;  these  disadvantages  were 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  stimulus  given  to  the  export  of 
Corean  cereals  by  the  interruption  of  the  export  trade  of  New- 
chwang,  and  by  the  demand  for  food  supplies  for  the  foreign  troop.<:> 
employed  in  military  operations  in  Cliina. 

So  far  as  imports  alone  are  concerned,  the  figures  for  1900 
were  exceeded  by  those  for  the  year  1898,  while  the  customs 
revenue  for  the  year  fell  short  of  that  for  the  year  1897. 

The  large  increase  in  the  trade  of  1900,  which  occyrred  chiefly 
under  the  head  of  exports,  may  therefore  be  regarded  as  the  result 
rather  of  exceptional  circumstances  than  of  the  normal  develoi)- 
ment  of  trade. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  of  the  total  trade  of  Corea, 
including  the  inter-port  trade,  in  yen  and  sterling  for  the  years 
1895-1900  inclusive,  the  rate  of  exchange  for  each  year  being 
added,  as  in  the  case  of  previous  reports,  for  the  purpose  of 
accurate  comparison : — 
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A^^rM             •••                   ••• 

20,468,461 
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4.919,719 
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1 

2    2 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  trade  of  Corea  lias  more  than  doubled 
itself  in  the  course  of  the  six  years  covered  by  this  table,  and 
that  the  increase  in  value  of  the  trade  of  last  year  over  that  of  the 
previous  12  months  was  694,156/.  This  increase  is  made  up  aa 
follows: — 
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The  laree  increase  noticeable  under  the  heading  of  foreign 
exports  is  distributed  over  the  five  principal  items  of  the  Corean 
export  trade,  namely,  rice,  beans,  hides,  ginsct^,  and  g^ld.      ' 

The  largest  increase  has  occurred'  in  the  item  of  rice,  the  value 
of  the  export  of  this  commodity  in  1900,  though  much  less  than 
that  of  the  year  1897,  exceeding  that  of  the  preriotis  year  by 
220,778f.  •  .'    .        r. 

In  m  article  which  appeared  in  the  "Moniteur  Officiel  du 
Commerce  "  of  October  25  lastj  it  is  stated  that  *'  The  principal 
factpr  which  regulates  the  general  movement  of  Coreto  trade  is 
rice,  the  amounts  of  all  importations  rising  and  falling  in  accord- 
ance with  the- amount  of  rice  exported." 

Of  the  important  bearing  of  the  export  of  rice  on  Corean  trade 
there  xMt  be  Kttle  doubts  Attention,  has  been  ^jailed  to  the  fact 
on  more  than  one  occasion  in  previous  trade  reports ;  but  that  the 
export  of  rice  is  no  longer  an  accurate  measure  of  Corea's  import 
trade  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  which  gives  the 
values  of  the  rice  exported  for  the  last  few  years,  and  the  relation 
which  the  export  of  this  commodity  bore    in  each  year  to  the 
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total  values  of   the  export  and   import   trade    for   the   year  in 
question : — 
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The  con<^ksiou  to  be  drawn  from  jthie  ocmiparative  taJble  is  that 
wfaaterdr  may  hate  been  the  case  in/  past  years^  the  export  of  rice, 
while  still  an  important  <  factor  in  itfade^iias  eeased  to  serve  as  a 
correct  index  to  the  totai'volumd  of  Corean'importa.  ^ 

•  The  increase  noticeable  in '  the  export  of  omsenff  is  due  to  tiie  Ginseng, 
faotthat  the  quantity  exported  in  1900  included  half  of  the  crop 
of  that  year  i&  addition  to  the  whole  crop  of  the  year  lS9dw  In 
the  autumn  of  last  vear  the  '('orean  Government  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Mitsui  Bussoh  Kwaasha,  a  Japanese  firm, 
under  which  that  firm  wei%  made  the  agents  for  the  sale*  of  the 
ginseng  crops  "for  the^  three  years,  1900,  1901,  and  1902,  receiving 
as  agents  a  commission  of  <2  per  cent;       *     '  * 

At  three  out  of  the  f^ur  ports  from  which  wheat  is  exported,  Wheit. 
the  trade  in  this  commodity  shows  an  increase*  >  The  exception  is 
Fusan,  where  the  establishment  of  a  fiopr  mill,  with  the  object  of 
competing  with  imported  flour,  has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
export  of  this' cereal.  •  '  «  • 

The  rise  in  the  price  of  copper  is  assigned  as  the  reason  for  Copper, 
the  increased  export  of  this  metal  from  •Fustiu,  the  tjuaatit}'  ex- 
pbrted  from  that  port  during  last  year  amounting  in  value  to  over 
10,000?.  ' 

The  export  of  dried  fish  to  Japan  has  also  increased,  although  ^^^  fi"h^ 
tliat  to  China  has,  for  the  reason  given  earlier  in   this   report, 
declined. 

.  As  will  have  been  seen  from  the  figures  already  given  in  ex-  Foreign 
pknation  of  tfce  increase  in  the  total  trade  for. the  yeaar  under "'^P^'^- 
review,  the  increase  in-^he  import  trade  is  very  small 'as  compamd 
with  tha4  in^expotts,  and  what  increase  has  taken  place  has  not 
been  in  favour  of  British  goods.  '•  ^  .  . 

While  thelieading  ot*  cotton  goods  shows  anf  increase^ of  14^97i.  Cotton  goodi 
over  the  figures  tor  the  pr^rious  year,  there  has.ibeen*  a  fltlliDg-off 
as  regards  British  impoitalioiis  iu  the  ease  «f<  shirtkiga  of*  mo  leas 
than  59,069/.,  and  in  •tbe'casn  of  <yavn'Ofii8,0&6£;a  small  deecease 
is  alaa  obsewaUe  in  the  item  of  British  sheebinga,       • ! '  '  / 

<•    Japanese  cotton  goods,  on  the  other  hand,  g^ow  tiie  foUowii^ 
increase : — 
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30,422 
25,676 
11,329 


Kerosene  oil. 


This  increase  in  the  importation  of  Japanese  cotton  goods  has 
taken  place  mainly  at  Chemulpo  and  Wonsan.  The  Acting  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  at  the  latter  port  points  out  that  the  import 
trade  of  the  port  in  Japanese  piece-goods  lias  increased  horn 
38,223Z.  in  the  year  1889,  to  56,679/.  in  1900.  The  lesson  taught 
by  these  figures  is,  he  thinks,  instructive.  Till  1894  British 
shirtings  practically  monopolised  the  market.  After  the  war  there 
was  a  largely  increased  demand  for  foreign  piece-goods,  an  oppor- 
tunity the  Japanese  seized  by  pushing  their  goods,  which  are  made 
in  imitation  of  the  strong  native  material,  the  pattern  and  texture 
of  which  are  copied  so  closely  that  the  imported  goods  are  hardly 
distinguishable  from  those  of  native  manufacture.  Since  then 
Japanese  shirtings  have  not  only  held  the  place  they  gained,  but 
are  threatening  to  drive  British  goods  fi'om  the  field.  Mr.  Wake- 
field adds  that  the  average  retail  price  of  these  Japanese  shirtings 
per  piece  of  26  yards  in  length,  with  a  width  of  14^  inches,  is 
1  yen  15  sen  (about  2«.  3^L\  which  works  out  at  less  than  lie. 
per  square  yard,  whereas  the  retail  cost  of  British  shirtings  averages 
about  13^  c.  for  the  same  quantity.  Mr.  Bennett,  the  head  of  the 
Chemulpo  branch  of  Messrs.  Holme,  Kinger,  and  Co.,  points  out 
in  this  connection  that  this  Japanese  imitation  of  the  Corean 
cotton  cloth  in  question  is  falling  out  of  favour  with  the  Coreans,  • 
who  prefer  to  import  Japanese  yarn  and  weave  it  into  cloth! 
themselves. 

Woollen  goods,  which  are  chiefly  of  British  origin,  also  sliow 
a  slight  decrease. 

This  decline  in  the  British  share  of  Corean  trade  is  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  reason  already  given,  namely,  the  effect  of 
the  disturbances  in  China  on  the  business  conducted  by  Chinese 
merchants  in  Corea,  who  are  the  largest  importers  of  British 
goods. 

In  commenting  on  this  featui'e  of  the  year's  trade,  Mr. 
Chalmers,  the  Acting-Commissioner  at  Chemulpo,  points  out 
that  the  troubles  in  China,  by  accelerating  the  movement 
already  observable  in  recent  years  in  favour  of  Japanese,  and 
unfavourable  to  Manchester,  cottons  ^ve  to  the  Japanese  mer- 
chants an  opportunity  of  pushing  their  goods,  of  which  they  took 
full  advantage.  It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  yeaf,  he  explains, 
that  the  largest  business  was  done  in  Japanese  cottons,  the  closing 
of  the  markets  for  this  class  of  goods  in  North  China  compelling 
holders  in  Japan  to  sell  at  unusually  low  prices. 

While  the  importation  of  American  kerosene  oil  has  remained 
practically  stationary  during  the  year  1900,  that  of  Japanese 
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kerosene  has  increased  to  the  extent  of  3,970/^,  the  principal  port 
of  importation  for  the  latter  oil  being  Fusan.  fieports  received 
from  that  port  as  to  the  quality  of  the  Japanese  oil  now  imported 
speak  of  it  as  having  improved  very  much  of  recent  years,  though 
still  inferior  to  the  American  aoticle.  At  Chinnampo,  on  the 
other  hand,  recent  importations  of  this  oil  have  not  been  successfid, 
a  considerable  quantity  having  been  re-exported  from  that  port 
during  last  year,  the  low  price  at  which  it  was  offered  failed  to 
attract  purchasers. 

Sumatra  oil,  imported  in  1898  to  the  extent  of  2,359/.,  has 
disappeared  from  the  returns,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Bussiau 
oil.  The  question  of  importing  the  latter  oil  in  bulk,  as  is  done  at 
many  ports  in  the  Fai*  East,  is  however  engaging  the  attention  of  a 
British  Qrm  at  Chemulpo,  and  if  satisfactory  arrangements  for  its 
importation  and  storage  in  tanks  can  be  made,  it  will  probably 
pix)ve  a  serious  rival  to  both  American  and  Japanese  oil. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  in  this  connection  that  in  Corea, 
as  in  Japan,  the  importation  ofkerosene  oil  from  the  United  States 
has  given  rise  to  a  tin  industry,  which  was  not  p3?eviously  in 
existence ;  the  tins  in  which  the  oil  is  imported  furnishing  the 
material  for  the  tinsmiths. 

The  importation  of  quinine,  to  wliich  reference  was  made  in  Drngr 
the  Trade  Keport  for  1898,  continues  to  be  an  item  of  some 
importance  in  the  inipurt  trade.  During  last  year  the  quantity 
imported  was  120  cases  of  100  1-oz.  bottles  each,  representing  a 
value  of  about  8,000/.  The  business  is  in  the  hands  of  a  German 
firm. 

The  comparative  table  given  at  tlie  beginning  of  this  i*eport  Relative 
deals  ouly-with  the  total  trade  of  the  country  for  the  past  six  g«>wtli  of 
years.     It  may  be  useful  to  supplement  this  by  further  figures,  ^^'^p^^^r 
showing,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  the  distribution  between 
the  various  open  ports  of  the  foreign  trade  carried  on  during  the 
same  period,  exclusive  of  the  export  of  gold.     For  this  purpose  it 
will  be  convenient  to  divide  the  open  ports  into  three  classes, 
according  to  the  dates  when  they  were  opened .  to  foreign  trade, 
grouping  together,   firstly,   the  ports  of  Chemulpo,   Fusan,  and 
Wonsan ;  secondly,  the  ports   of   Cliinnampo  and   Mokpo ;  and 
lastly,  the  most  recently  opened  ports  of  Masampo,  Kunsan,  and 
Songchin. 

So  far  as  the  three  first-mentioned  ports  are  concerned,  the 
figures  in  the  following  table  cover  the  lAvhole  of  the  period  in 
question : — 
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It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  Chemulpo's  share  of  the 
foreign  trade  for  the  period  in  question  is  by  far  the  largest, 
ranging  from  57  per  cent,  in  1895  to  48  per  cent,  in  1900,  that 
the  proportion  of  trade  at  that  port,  in  spite  of  the  decrease 
noticeable  between  the  years  1895  and  1900,  has  maintained,  as 
between  the  three  ports,  the  closest  relation  to  the  general  growth 
of  foreign  trade  throughout  the  country,  and  that  the  figures  for 
each  of  the  six  years  show  the  least  fluctuation.  The  trade  of 
Fusan,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  subject  to  great  fluctuations, 
and  has  not  developed  in  correspondence  with* the  general  growth 
of  trade.  In  the  years  1896-97  its  trade  threatened  to  rival  that 
of  Chemulpo,  but  it  declined  in  the  three  following  years,  its 
tihare  of  the  total  foreign  trade  of  1900  being  very  little  in  excess 
of  the  proportion  which  appears  for  the  year  1895.  The  course 
of  foreign  trade  at  Wonsan  agein  has  been  different  to  that  of 
the  sister  ports.  While  the  figures  for  1900  show  a  slight  increase 
over  those  of  1895,  its  share  of  the  total  foreign  trade  has  fallen 
from  20  per  cent  in  the  first  year  of  the  period  under  review 
to  11  per  cent  fn  the  last  It  should  be  noted,  however,  in  favour 
of  Fusan,  that  it  is  the  only  one  of  the  three  ports  which  can  show 
an  inci*eased  share  of  the  total  foreign  trade  at  the  end  of  the  six 
years  taken  for  comparison. 

In  making  the  above  comparison  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
three  ports  the  export  of  gold  has  not  been  included.  If  this  it-em 
of  trade,  in  which  Fusan  hardly  participates  at  all,  and  which, 
being  exported  in  the  shape  of  gold-dust,  has  as  much  claim  to 
be  regarded  as  one  of  Corea's  exportable  commodities,  as  her  rice 
or  wheat,  be  taken  into  consideration,  it  will  be  found  that  whereas 
Chemulpo's  position  in  1900  in  regard  to  the  total  foreign  trade  of 
the  country  is  scarcely  aflected,  the  result  being  merely  an  increase 
of  J  per  cent,  Fusan's  share  of  the  foreign  trade  for  that  year 
shows  a  decrease  of  3  per  cent.,  while  on  the  other  hand,  Wonsan's 
share  of  that  trade  for  the  same  year  is  increased  from  11  to  15^ 
per  cent 

Although  the  ports  of  Chinnampo  and  Mokpo  figure  in  the 
returns  for  1897,  as  they  were  only  opened  in  October  of  that 
year,  an  examination  of  the  growth  of  the  foreign  trade  of  these 
two  ports  cart  only  extend  to  the  last  three  years.  During  that 
period  the  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  foimer  has  increased 
from  67,388/.  in  1898  to  the  respectable  total  of  128,997/.  in  1900. 
The  trade  of  Mokpo  shows  a  similar  increase,  from  54,897/.  in  1898 
to  99,764/.  in  1900,  the  shai*es  of  the  two  ports  in  the  total  foreign 
trade  (exclusive  of  gold)  of  last  year  being  6^  and  5  per  cent 
respectively. 

The  three  ports  of  Kunsan,  Masampo,  and  Songchin  were  Kansas, 
only  opened  to  foreign  trade  in  May,  1899,  so  that  1900  is  the  first 
year  for  which  complete  returns  are  available  Under  these  circum- 
8tanc>es  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  Kunsan,  which  has  an  in- 
different harbour,  and  was  described  in  the  Trade  Beport  for  1898 
as  a  mere  village,  composed  of  about  60  or  70  houses,  already  shows 
a  foreign  trade  amounting  in  value  to  56,483/.    The  trade  of 
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Kunsan,  like  that  of  tlie  older  ports  of  Ohinnampo  and  Mokpo, 
consists  so  far  mainly  of  the  export  of  cereals. 
Masampo  and       The  foreign  trade  of  Ma«ampo  and  Songcliin  has  not  developed 


Songchin. 


Coast  trade. 


Shipping. 


Posts 


to  the  same  extent  as  that  of  Kunsan.  All  that  can  be  said  at 
present  is  that  a  beginning  has  been  made,  and  that  Masampo,  at 
any  rate,  has  in  its  fine  harbour  an  advantage  over  most  other 
.  ports  in  the  Far  East. 

The  large  increase  of  over  100,000/.  in  the  coast  trade  during 
the  year  under  review,  shows  that  tlie  opening  of  the  new  ports 
has  not,  as  yet,  had  the  effect  which  was  anticipated  of  increasing 
direct  foreign  shipments  at  the  exj^nse  of  the  inter-port  trade. 

The  increase  noticeable  in  the  trade  of  the  year  under  review 
is  reflected  in  the  shipping  statistics,  and  this  increase  is  the  more 
satisfactory  in  view  of  the  serious  interference  caused  by  the 
troubles  in  China  to  tlie  regular  movements  of  the  Japanese 
steamships,  which  so  largely  monopolise  the  carrying  trade   of 

Corea* 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year  the  figures  show  an 
increase  in  sailing  ships  of  263  vessels,  representing  an  increase 
in  tonnage  of  4,125  tons,  and  in  steamships  of  431  vessels,  repre- 
senting an  increase  in  tonnage  of  23,908  tons. 

Here,  as  usual,  Japan  stiU  easily  holds  her  own,  though  a 
slight  increase  is  noticeable  in  Corean  shipping.  The  appeai'ance 
ot**American  shipping  in  the  returns  is  due  simply  to  visits  paid 
to  Wonsan  by  an  American  steamer  under  Russian  charter,  and 
to  the  employment  on  the  west  coast  of  a  launch  and  some  sailing 
schooners  in  connectipn  with  tlie  American  mines.  The  propor- 
tiou  between  the  number  of  vessels  given  in  the  returns  and  the 
tonnage  recorded  shows  the  smallness  of  the  majority  of  the  vessels 
engaged  in  Corean  trade. 

Monsieur  Clemencet,  Postal  Inspector  in  the  Service  of  the 
Corean  Government,  has  courteously  furnished  me  with  infor- 
mation   in    regard    to   postal    administration    during    the    past 

year : — 

The  expenses  of  the  department  amounted  to  158,180  yen, 
and  the  receipts  to  20,613  yen,  leaving  a  total  deficit  of 
137,000  yen,  or  more  than  13,700/.  The  causes  of  this  unsatis- 
factory financial  result  of  the  year's  working  are  to  be  found 
in  the  maintenance  of  a  staff  largely  in  excess  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  service,  in  the  omission  to  open  up  other  remu- 
nerative branches  of  the  service,  such  as  parcels  post  and  money 
orders,  and  in  the  uneconomical  conduct  of  the  administration. 

The  postal  service  of  Corea  labours  under  the  double  dis- 
advantage of  there  being  very  little  native  correspondence  in  the 
interior,  and  of  the  correspondence  with  foreign  countries  being 

•  In  this  oonneotion  the  Acting-Commissioiier  of  Customs  at  Cbemulpo^draws 
attention  to  the  lacfc  that  the  naeiul  serrioe  of  steamen*  of  the  Nippon  Tusen 
Kwaisha  which,  in  prerious  years,  plied  between  Hong-Kong  and  A  IndiTOstock, 
touching  in  their  circuit  both  Shanghai  and  Naji:asaki,  and  calling  every  three 
weok»  at  Chemulpo,  has  been  discontinued,  a  withdrawal  which,  he  adds,  is  much 
to  be  regretted. 
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largely  conducted  through  the  Japanese  post-office.  Daily  com- 
munication, where  a  weekly  or  even  fortnightly  service  would 
suffice,  is,  however,  maintained  throu^^hout  the  country,  over  900 
men  being  employed  as  couriera,  &ud  their  wages  and  travelling 
expenses  constitute  a  large  item  in  the  total  expenditure.  The 
up-keep  of  post-dthces  in  places  where  their  establishment  is  un- 
necessary, is  also  a  heavy  charge  on  the  Bureau.  There  are 
instances  of  post  offices  with  annual  receipts  of  40  yen  (4/.) 
costing  more  than  2,000  yen  (200/.)  to  maintain. 

Until  the  defects  of  the  present  system  have  been  remedied 
in  ftccordance  with  the  d.dvice  given  by  M.  Clemencet,  without 
whose  energy  and  ability  the  maintenance  of  the  pcjstal  service 
at  all  would  be  impossible*  no  more  favourable  results  can  be 
expected. 

The  total  receipt;?  of  the  Corean  telegraph  administration  tor  Telegraphf. 
the  year  under  review  were  72,443  yen  (about  7,244/.),  showing 
an  increase  of  21,000  yen  (about  2,100/.)  over  those  of  the  previous 
year.  The  total  mileage  of  the  lines  now  open  is  1,696  miles,  of 
which  121  miles  represent  the  extension  which  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  12  months.  The  working  of  the  lines  gives  genemi 
satisfaction.  To  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Muhlensteth  I  am  incebted 
for  the  accompanying  sketch  map,  whicli  shows  the  present  extent 
of  the  telegraph  system.  It  will  be  noticed  that  all  the  open 
ports  are  now  in  telegraphic  connection  with  the  capital,  and  that 
the  British,  American,  and  German  mines,  situated  respectively  at 
Gwendoline(  U.nson),  Wonsan,  and  Kim-Song,  are  connected  with 
the  main  telegraph  system  by  branch  lines. 

The  section  of  the  Soul- Chemulpo  Kail  way  between  Nodol,  EaUways. 
the  station  on  the  Chemulpo  side  of  the  Han  River  and  Soul, 
which  was  still  unfinished  when  the  trade  report  for  last  year  was 
written,  has  since  been  completed,  and  the  whole  length  of  the 
line  was  opened  to  traffic  on  July  8  last.  The  following  figures 
show  the  results  of  the  working  of  this  line  for  the  six  months 
ending  December  31, 1900,  the  figures  for  the  whole  year  not  being 
obtainable : — 


Working  days  • . 
HUei  open  .i,  •• 
PasBengers  carried  •  • 


Freight  carried 


•  •         •  •         •  • 


Number. 


184 

136,947 

Tona. 
10,146 


12 


COREA. 


liEGEIPTS. 


Pasaedgert ««         ••         •• 

Hand  luggage..         ••■..         ••         ••         ••         ••         •. 

O^oods  '. .         ..         ..         ••         ..         ..         .. 

Miscelhmeoiis,  chiefly  gain  on  exchange  between  Japanese  and 
Corean  monev        ••         ..         .•         .'•         ••         •• 


ToUl 
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Maintenance  of  lines         . .  .  •         • . 

Engines 

Qeneml  working  expenses  . .         • . 

Miscellaneous         ..         ..  .. 

ToUl  


Value. 


11,981 
15,685 
14,490 
16,840 
18,000 


Squivalent  In  sterling 


•  • 


76,856 

£ 

7,685 
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Yet. 
46,961 
5,072 
25,409 

11,580 


89,031 

£» 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  uet  profit  on  the  workintrof  the  line 
for  the  period  in  question  was  only  12,175  yen,  or  l,217t,  a  sum 
which,  unless  largely  supplemented  by  piDtit  on  the  working  of 
tlie  line  during  the  previous  half-year — and  there  is  no  reason'  to 
think  that  this  is  the  case — will  not  go  far  to  pay  the  5  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  700,000  yen  of  private  capital  invested, 
which,  under  agreement  with  the  Japanese  Government,  the 
shareholders  are  to  receive  before  any  attempt  is  made  to  repay 
the  loan  of  1,800,000  yen  (180,000t)  advanced  by  the  Japanese 
Government. 

In  the  report  for  the  year  1897  reference  was  made  to  the  fact 
that  a  French  engineer  had  made  a  survey  for  a  proposed  line  of 
railway  between  Soul  and  Wiju.  This  survey,  which  was  of  a 
lireliminary  nature,  was,  it  appears;  made  on  behalf  of  a  French 
company,  but  notliing  further  was  done,  and  the  concession 
obtained  for  the  construction  of  this  line  was  relinquished  under 
certain  conditions  regarding  the  employment  of  French  engineem 
and  material  in  the  event  of  the  Corean  Government  deciding  to 
construct  this  railway  themselves.  This,  during  last  year,  they 
decided  to  do,  commencing  \rith  the  construction  of  the  first 
section  of  the  line  from  Soul  to  the  important  town  of  Songdo, 
and  surveying  work  has  been  conducted  since  last  autumn  by 
two  Fi'ench  engineers,  who  have  been  engaged  for  the  purpose. 
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Owiug,  liuwever,  to  the  paucity  of  funds  available  for  this  under- 
taking, ic  is  not  expected  that  the  work  will  make  rapid  progress. 

Although  work  has  not  yet  Ijeen  begun  on  the  SouJ-Fiisau  rail-  S«u1-Fimmi 
way,  the  concession  for  which  was  granted  to  a  Japanese  syndicate  ^^^""^7- 
in   1898,  there  are  indications  that  in  the  near  future  operations 
will  be  commenced. 

As  a  result  of  representations  made  to  the  Government  of 
Japan  by  both  Houses  of  the  Japanese  Diet  in  February  of  last 
year,  a  decree  was  issued  in  September  for  the  purpose  of  facili- 
tating the  formation  of  the  projected  railway  company,  and  in  the 
following  month  the  Japanese  Government  issued  an  instruction, 
in  answer  to  an  application  made  by  the  Committee  of  Projectors, 
stating  the  conditions  under  which  they  would  be  prepared  to 
grant  a  subsidy  to  the  company  when  Formed.  These  conditions 
were  accepted  by  the  Committee,  and  the  Articles  of  Association, 
under  which  the  company  is  to  be  formed,  have  since  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  authorities  concerned.  The  subsidy  is  to  take 
the  form  of  a  guarantee  of  6  per  cent  interest  per  annum  on  the 
paid-up  capital  of  the  company.  The  (question  is  at  present 
before  the  Diet,  which  is  now  sitting,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
necessary  appropriation  for  the  first  year*s  subsidy  will  appear  in 
the  Budget  for  this  year.  No  difficulty  is  anticipated  iu  the 
floating  of  the  company,  the  first  shares  issued  having  been 
readily  taken  up  in  the  Japanese  market.  The  number  of  50-yeu 
(5Z.)  shares  already  placed  on  the  market  is  100,000,  representing 
a  sum  of  5,000,000  yen  (500,000/.).  I  learn  on  good  authority 
that  these  shares  were  over-subscribed  to  the  extent  of  50  per 
cent.  As  stated  in  the  trade  report  for  1899,  the  cost  of  con- 
structing this  railway  is  estimated  at  25,000,000  yen  (2,500,000/.), 
a  sum  which  it  is  intended  to  raise  by  successive  issues  of  shares 
from  time  to  time  as  the  work  progresses. 

In  the  autumn  of  last  year  the  Japanese  Minister  invited  the 
consent  of  the  Corean  Government  to  the  alteration  of  the  clause 
of  the  Agreement  of  1898,  which  limits  the  holding  of  shareis  in 
this  railway  to  Japanese  and  Corean  subjects,  it  being  tliouglit 
that  the  removal  of  this  restriction  would  facilitate  the .  raising  of 
the  capital  required  for  the  construction  of  the  railway.  The 
Corean  Government  have  declijDd  to  agree  to  the  pi-oposeil  altera- 
tion, and  the  inatter  has  been  allowed  to  drop  for  the  present. 

In  connection  with  the  construction  of  this  railway,  arrange- 
ments are  being  made  for  the  reclamation  of  an  extensive  area  of 
foreshore  at.Fusan.  The  work  of  reclamation  is  to  be  divided. into 
two  portions,  one  of  which,  affecting  the  north-eastern  part  of  the 
harbour,  will  be  undertaken  by  the  future  railway  company,  while 
the  other  portion  is  to  be  carried  out  by  a  Japanese  reclamation 
compajiy,  the  promoters  of  wliich  have  obtained  the  sanction  of 
the  Corean  Govecnment  for  their  projects,  Amongat  the  condi- 
tions attached  to  this  sanction  is  the  stipulation  that  the  work  of 
reclamation  is  to  be  commenced  within  20  months  from  the  date 
of  the  sanction,  aiKl  is  to  be  completed  witliin  six.  years  from  tlie 
same  date,  which  is  December  31,  1900.     The  total  area  of  this 
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latter  reclamation  will  be  aljout  50  acres.  A  small  portion  of  tlie 
reclaimed  foreshore  will  be  set  apart  us  the  site  of  a  branch 
station,  which  is  to  be  connected,  over  land  to  be  reclaimed  by 
the  future  railway  company,  with  the  terminus  of  the  line  at 
Fusan-Chin,  and  the  remainder  will  be  utilised  for  two  separate 
purposes :  the  extension  of  the  present  Japanese  settlement,  and 
the  increase  of  the  area  open  to  occupation  by  all  foreigners,  and 
not  included  in  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  settlements. 
CuYfenoj.  In  his  report  on  the  trade  of  Corea  for  the  year  1897,  Mr. 

Jordan  referred  to  the  establishment  of  the  Corean  currency  on  a 
silver  basis  in  1894,  and  mentioned  the  failure  of  the  currency 
scheme  then  adopted,  so  far  as  the  silver  coins  were  concerned. 
He  also  called  attention  to  the  effect  in  Corea  of  the  change  of 
the  Japanese  standard  from  silver  to  gold.  At  the  date  of  that 
report  it  was  estimated  that  the  amount  of  Japanese  silver  1-yen 
coins  in  circulation  in  Corea  was  about  3,000,000  yen  (300,000/.), 
and  that  there  was  the  same  amount  of  Japanese  paper.  In  his 
report  for  the  following  year,  Mr.  Jordan  mentioned  the  with- 
drawal of  a  large  portion  of  this  Japanese  currency,  and  the 
stringency  in  the  money  market,  and  the  hindrance  to  trade  which 
were  the  result. 

Since  then  the  tendenciy  has  been  towards  an  increasing  use 
of  Japanese  paper  yen,  Fusan  alone  showing  an  importation  during 
last  year  of  this  currency  to  the  extent  of  over  700,000  yen 
(70,000/.).  Referring  to  this  importation  of  treasure  Mr.  Laporte, 
the  Acting-Commissioner  of  Customs  at  that  port,  observes : — 
"To  the  evident  suspicion  with  which  this  currency  was  first 
received  by  the  Coreans  outside  of  the  settlement,  when  intro- 
duced extensively  two  years  ago  to  replace  the  silver  yen,  has 
succeeded  a  great  confidence  now  that  the  natives  understand  that 
seldom,  if  ever,  counterfeited,  the  Japanese  paper  yen  is  the 
safest  to  accept,  the  lightest  to  carry,  and  the  easiest  to  hoard  and 
to  conceal."* 

This  testimony  to  the  ready  acceptance  of  Japanese  pai)er 
money  in  Corea  is  the  more  striking,  since  the  Coreans,  unlike 
their  Japanese  neighbours,  have  never  in  past  years  been  accus- 
tomed to  use  paper  money,  silver  ingots,  gold-dust  and  cash  having 
served  as  currency,  and  the  fact  that  the  prejudice  against  Japanese 
paper  is  disappearing  may  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  solu- 
tion of  the  currency  difficulty.  The  amount  of  Japanese  paper 
now  in  circulation  is  estimated  to  be  roughly  about  2,500,000  yen 
(250,000/.). 

*  On  this  snbjeot  the  ActiDg-Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Chemulpo  writes  as 
followB : — **  Silver  yen  ure  now  seldom  seen,  and  to  collect  600  of  them  for  a  sudden 
need  might  be  difficult,  even  for  a  banker.  This  has  no  doubt  helped  to  establfsh 
in  popuUr  favour  the  Corean  ooinage  of  nickel  and  copper,  which  in  this  part  of 
the  country  at  any  rate  is  beoomins'  more  and  mora  the  money  of  the  people,  and 
which  remained  from  April  to  December,  1900,  at  a  digoount  of  from  25  to 
30  per  cent,  in  relation  to  paper  yen.  This  steadiness  of  the  Corean  coinage  has 
been  one  of  the  factors  in  the  year's  prosperity;  but  it  seems  probable  that  the 
nickel  money  will  soon  be  greatly  depreoiuted  by  the  quantity  of  illicit  corns  which 
are  being  put  into  circulation  by  numerous  prirale  coiners,  Ac." 
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The  Japanese  unstainpeil  silver  yen  has  ceased  to  lie  current, 
and  the  quantity  of  stamped  silver  yen  which  remains  in  circula- 
tion is  very  small,  their  place  being  taken,  bo  far  as  coin  used  in 
foreign  trade  is  concerned,  by  Japanese  50-sen  silver  coins  to  a 
small  extent,  and  more  largely  by  nickel,  which,  adopted  as  a 
subsidiary  coin  in  1894,  has  been  coined  in  great  quantities,  and 
continues  to  be  the  principal  medium  of  exchange  in  Soul  and 
at  the  open  {)ort8  in  the  purchase  of  native  produce  for  export. 
Cash  of  different  kinds,  500  of  which  go  to  the  dollar  or  yen, 
are  still,  however,  the  currency  in  general  use  throughout  the 
country. 

At  the  end  of  last  year  the  Corean  Government  issued  a  new 
coinage  law,  which  is  copied,  with  a  few  changes,  from  the  Japanese 
Coinage  Law  of  1897,  under  which  the  gold  standard  was  intro- 
duced. The  declared  object  of  this  law  is  to  reform  the  currency 
by  establishing  a  new  coinage  ba^ed  on  a  gold  unit,  and  silver 
bullion  to  the  value  of  some  300,000  yen  (about  30,000/.)  has 
already  been  purchased  for  tiie  minting  of  the  new  subsidiary 
silver  coinage.  But  in  the  absence  of  any  adequate  gold  reserve 
and  of  any  effective  arrangements  for  the  working  of  the  new 
system,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  law  is  to  be  brought  int>i 
opemtion,  and,  even  if  nominally  operative,  the  insertion  of  u 
provision  enabling  the  pi'eaent  d^l>ased  coins  to  remain  current 
side  by  side  with  the  nefw  ooiniige  will,  of  itself,  be  sufficient  to 
defeat  the  professed  object  of  the  measura 

The  whaling  industry  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Corea  has  been  Fisheries, 
prosecuted  with  success  during  the  past  year.  Two  Kussian 
companies  and  one  Japanese  company  are  now  engaged  in  this 
industry.  To  the  Japanese  company  and  one  of  the  Bussian 
companies  cei*tain  privileges  have  l)een  granted  by  the  Corean 
Government,  the  firat-named  being  allowed  to  take  whales  any- 
where on  the  coast  within  the  3-niile  limit,  while  the  Kussian 
company  is  permitted  to  land  captured  whales  at  three  stations 
on  the  coast,  where  the  flesh  and  blubber  are  prepared  for  export. 
The  third  company  has  received  no  special  privileges,  and  conducts 
its  operations  from  a  treaty  port. 

In  addition  to  the  general  fisliing  privileges  already  enjoyed  by 
the  Japanese  on  the  easteni,  southern,  and  south-western  coasts  of 
Corea,  a  further  fishing  conceasion  was  obtained  by  them  in  the 
autumn  of  last  year.  Under  this  Japanese  fishennen  are  allowed 
to  fish  oflf'  the  metropolitan  province  of  Kyeng-Kivi.  The  negotia- 
tion of  this  concession  was  facilitated  by  the  Japanese  Government 
undertaking  to  prevent  Japanese  dealers  from  buying  ginseng 
secretly  from  the  Corean  producers,  a  practice  which  has  prevailed 
to  a  great  extent  of  recent  years,  and  has,  it  is  said,  seriously 
affected  the  revenue  obtained  by  the  Corean  Government  from  tlie 
sale  of  this  commodity. 

The  development  of  the  Gwendoline  Mine,  acquired  under  tjbe  Mines. 
Pritchard  Morgan  Concession  from  the  Corean  Government,,  has  ®?*?*^ 
been  steadily  progressing  during  the  last  12  months.    A  main™^^lion. 
incline  shaft  has   been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  350  feet,  the  total 
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footage  driven  being  152  feet  on  the  first  level,  and  58  feet  on 
the  aecond.  Both  these  levels  are  in  the  reef,  which  is  a  hard 
quartz  layer,  containing  up  to  20  per  cent,  pyrites  holding  free 
and  combined  gold,  limestone  forming  the  hanging  and  footwall  of 
the  reef.  A  prospecting  shaft  is  also  being  sunk  and  has  now 
reached  a  depth  of  66  feet. 

The  headgear  with  the  necessary  ore  and  waste  bins  has  been 
completed,  and  the  winding-engine,  boilers  and  mine  steam  pump 
have  recently  been  connected  and  work  satisfactorily.  It  is 
expected  that  the  crushing  plant  will  be  ordered  this  summer. 
In  addition  to  the  mine  at  present  under  development,  other  reefs 
have  been  proved  to  exist  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  work  on  which 
will  be  begun  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

The  Unsan  district,  over  the  whole  of  which  the  company 
possesses  mining  rights,  hds  been  shown  to  contain  silver,  copper 
and  coal  deposits,  and  there  are  also  numerous  places  where 
auriferous  gravel  is  being  worked.  Anthracite  coal  has  been 
found  at  Tensan,  10  miles  north  of  the  Gwendoline  Mine,  and 
prospecting  shows  that  the  coal  seams  extend  over  a  large  area. 

AH  traffic  for  the  mine  is  carried  by  water  from  Chinnampo^ 
via  Ping  Yang,  to  Ko  Hoi,  a  village  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Hoo  Gin  Kiver,  where  the  company  own  a  godown  and  dwelling- 
house,  whence  a  road,  22  feet  broad,  has  been  constructed  to  the 
mine,  a  distance  of  11  miles.  A  stem  wheel  steamboat,  to  carry  a 
net  load  of  10  tons  on  a  draught  of  18  inches,  is  now  in  course  of 
construction,  and  will  shortly  replace  the  native  cargo  boats  now 
in  use  as  far  as  Ko  Hoi,  whence  transport  to  the  mine  will  be 
conducted  by  means  of  a  steam  traction  engine. 

A  telegraph  office  at  the  mine,  connecting  with  the  main  line 
at  Ping  Yang,  places  Gwendoline  in  direct  communication  with  all 
parts  of  the  world. 

The  erection  of  buildings  of  all  kinds  has  necessarily  occupied 
a  pn)minent  position  in  the  initial  operations.  Fortunately  there 
is  no  lack  of  cheap  and  efficient  labour,  and  bricks  of  good  quality 
are  made  on  the  spot,  while  ample  supplies  of  quick-lime,  sand,, 
and  building  stone  lie  conveniently  to  hand..  The  only  article 
which  requii-es  to  be  imported  is  galvanised  iron  for  roofing 
purposes.  Houses  for  the  foreign  staif,  including  a  doctor,, 
workshops,  storehouses,  stables,  and  a  tel^raph  office  have  been 
already  constructed,  and  foundations  have  been  prepared  for  the 
sorting  and  crushing  plant,  as  well  as  for  the  assay  and  general 
offices,  which  are  expected  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  this 
year. 

The  employes  of  the  company,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Braceke,  the 
general  manager,  include  15  foreigners,  6o5  Coreans,  39  Chinese, 
and  27  Japanese. 
Offrfnin  ^^  Taugokac,*  where  a  German  syndicate  has  obtained  a  gold 

""'"'"  raining  concession,  prospecting  work  is  still  being  carried  on.     At 

present  three  adits  are  being  worked,  and  the  ore  obtained  so  far 
is  reported  to  be  of  very  good  appearance.    Washing  had  to  be 

*  Otherwise  known  as  Kim -song. 
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abandoned  at  the  beginning  of  Decembei^,  on  account  of  the  frost, 
but  work  was  resumed  at  the  end  of  March,  at  which  time  there 
were  some  500  Coreans  employed  at  the  mine.  There  are  also 
12  foreign  employ^  in  addition  to  Chinese  and  Japanese. 

A  table  unuexed  to  this  report  gives  the  number  and  distribu-  Foreign 
tion  in  the  capital  and  open  pores  of  the  foreign  population  of  P^P"^*****^* 
Corea.  The  relatively  small  number  of  Western  foreigners,  as 
compared  with  Japanese  and  Chinese,  explains  the  classification 
adopted  in  this  table,  which  shows  that  out  of  a  total  foreign 
population  of  a  little  over  20,000,  more  than  three-fourths  are 
Japanese,  while  of  the  remainder  three-fourths  again  are  Chinese. 
Large  Japanese  communities  are,  it  will  be  seen,  established  in 
the  capital  and  four  of  the  open  ports,  the  Chinese  population 
being  concentrated  chiefly  in  capital  and  Chemulpo.  Of  the 
other  foreign  residents,  Americans  are  by  far  the  most  numerous, 
numbering  in  all  239*,  of  whom  99  reside  in  Soul,  34  at  Ping- 
Yang,  and  65  at  the  American  mine.  Those  of  British  nationality 
come  next.  The  total  number  of  these  is  141,  of  whom  66  are 
residents  of  SouL  The  numbers  of  French,  (Jerman,  and  Russian 
subjects  are  80,  62,  and  45  respectively,  the  majority  of  whom 
reside  in  the  capital.  The  remaining  29  foreigners  are  distributed 
amongst  eight  nationalitie&  I  shoiud  add  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  American,  British,  and  French  residents  in  Corea 
are  members  of  missioneiry  bodie& 

In  previous  reports  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  great 
obstacles  to  the  development  of  Corean  trade  which  exist  in  the 
absence  of  good  roads  and  other  facilities  for  transport,  in  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  currency,  and  in  the  general 
weakness  and  inefl&ciency  of  the  Government.  That  in  the  face 
of  these  obstacles  the  trade  of  Corea  has  increased,  and  continues 
to  increase,  to  the  extent  now  observable,  is  a  hopeful  sign  for  the 
future. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  indebtedness  for  much 
valuable  information  to  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Customs  at  the  open  ports,  which  have  been  courteously  placed 
at  my  disposal  by  the  Chief  Commissioner,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  assistance  I  have  received  in  the  compilation  of  this  report 
from  Mr.  Bennett,  of  Messrs.  Holme,  Einger  and  Co.,  Mr.  Goflfe, 
His  Britannic  Megesty's  Acting  Vice-Consul  at  Chemulpo,  and 
Mr.  Ottewill  of  this  Legation. 
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Annex  IV. — Coast  Trade  between  Treaty  Ports  in  Native 

Produce  (Net). 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Port. 

1900. 

1899. 

1900. 

1899. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Yen. 

Ohemulpo        •  • 

1,246,261 

750,264 

78,251 

107,455 

Fosan 

471,896 

816,665 

468,642 

558,440 

Wonean 

481,911 

546,118 

661,760 

660,674 

Chiimainpo 

84,668 

46,089 

480,888 

268,604 

Mokpo 

114,886 

180,292 

272,684 

219,488 

Kunsui .  • 

61,189 

61,827 

458,298 

171,804 

Maaampo 

7,119 

8,688 

79,126 

21,064 

Songohin 

58,088 

39,406 

76,822 

66,406 

Total     .. 

2,414,813 

1,886,784 

2,514,906 

1,948,830 

Annex  V.— Customs  Revenue. 


Year. 


1900 
1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 


Amount. 


Yen. 
1,097,096 

902,965 
1,000,451 
1,118,169 

691,782 


Annex  VI. — Gold  Export  to  Foreign  Countries. 


Year. 


1900 
1899 
1898 
1897 
1896 


Amount. 


Yen. 
8,688,060 
2,988,882 
2,876,726 
2,034,079 
1,390,412 


.^rom— 

•    Value. 

1900. 

1899. 

Chemulpo 

FuBan 

Wonsan.. 

Chinnampo 

Yen. 
1,927,666 

121,809 
1,425,676 

158,000 

Yen. 
1,789,080 

182,877 
1,011,925 

. . 

Total 

8,688,060 

2,988,382 
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Report  on  the  Trade  ancl  Commerce  of  Costa  Bicafor  the  Year  1900 

By  Mr.  Consul  Harrison. 

(Beceifed  at  Foreign  Office,  June  81, 1901.) 

According  to  the  returns  of  the  Government  Statistical  Bureau,  TNde  and 
the  total  foreign  trade  of  the  Eepublic  for  the  year  1900  amounted  commerce, 
to    2,481.218i,    viz.,    export?,    1,264,239/.;    imports,    1,216,979/.  ^•'*«'*^ 
Annex  I.   is  a  comparative  table  of  the  exports  and  imports  *^'^®^* 
for  the  years  1897  to  1900,  inclusive,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  volume  of  trade  in  1900  was  larger  than  in  any  of  the 
three  preceding  years. 

Cofiee  is  still  the  staple  product  and  the  most  important  article  Coffee* 
of  export.  The  year  1900  was  a  good  one  for  exporters,  the  average 
price  paid  by  them  to  the  growers  for  the  berry  in  fruit  being 
only  1/.  10s.  per  fanega  (400  litres),  as  against  1/.  lis.  2d. 
per  fanega  in  1899,  while  the  prices  realised  abroad  were  higher 
by  1  Jd.  per  lb.,  the  actual  figures  being :  1899,  net  average  value, 
4^.  per  lb. ;  1900,  net  average  value,  5|d  per  lb.  It  is  true  that, 
owing  to  the  fall  in  exchange,  the  colon  was  worth  more  in  1900 
than  the  peso  in  1899,  but  the  principal  decline  did  not  take 
place  imtil  April,  by  which  time  most  of  the  coflFee  drafts  had 
been  negotiated.  Growers  complain,  however,  that  at  these  prices 
coffee  barely  pays  expenses,  and  it  is  possible  that,  if  there  is  no 
improvement  in  the  near  future,  many  of  the  older  farms  and 
also  those  in  inferior  soil  will  be  abandoned.  This  is  even  more 
probable  now,  as  so  far  from  any  prospect  of  an  advance  in  price 
appearances  all  point  the  other  way.  The  improvement  in  the 
coffee  markets  abroad,  mentioned  above,  was  only  temporary,  and 
the  prices  so  far  obtained  for  this  year's  (1901)  crop  are,  in  many 
instances,  as  much  as  1/.  per  cwt.  less  than  those  of  the  preceding 
year. 

The  banana  industry  continues  to  develop,  the  quantity  of  Bananas, 
fruit  exported  in  1900   being  larger  by  457,395  bunches  than 
in    1899.      The  following  returns  of    the  number  of    bunches 
exported  show  the  rapid  growth  of  this  trade  since  its  commence- 
ment in  1881 : — 
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metals. 


• 

Year. 

Quantity. 

1881 

1891 

1899 

1900 

Banches. 
8,500 
1,188,717 
2,96-2,771 
8,420,166 

All  of  which  were  exported  to  the  United  States.  The  export 
trade  is  in  the  hands  of  the  United  Fruit  Company,  a  large 
American  corporation,  organised  in  the  spring  of  1899  and 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  with 
headquarters  in  Boston,  United  States  of  America.  The  prime 
movers  in  this  organisation  were  the  Boston  Fruit  Company, 
which,  together  with  other  important  fruit  companies,  was 
absorbed  by  the  new  corporation.  A  controlling  interest  was 
also  obtained  in  the  Tropical  Trading  and  Transport  Company, 
a  British  joint-stock  company  which  formerly  had  large  interests 
in  Costa  Rica  and  controlled  the  export  trade  in  bananas  from 
that  country,  and  which  went  into  liquidation  in  1900,  the  United 
Fruit  Company  taking  over  all  its  interests.  The  company 
contracts  with  the  farmers  for  the  latter  to  deliver  their  fruit 
alongside  the  railway  track  at  certain  lixed  places.  When  the 
fruit  has  been  passed  by  the  company's  receivers,  the  growers 
receive  checks  stating  the  number  of  bunches  and  specifying  the 
proportion  of  "firsts"  (bunches  with  9  "hands"  and  upwards) 
and  "seconds"  (bunches  with  fewer  than  9  "hands").  These 
checks  are  afterwards  changed  by  the  company  for  sight  drafts 
on  New  York,  or,  if  preferred,  for  the  equivalent  in  Costa  Rican 
currency,  the  rate  of  exchange  being  fixed  by  the  company  at  the 
commencement  of  each  month.  The  contracts  are  made  for  a 
term  of  years,  the  present  prices  being  26  c.  American  gold  (13d.) 
for  "first"  and  13  c.  (6^//.)  "seconds."  Many  of  these  contracts 
expire  shortly,  but  the  company  has  already  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment to  renew  them  on  slightly  better  terms.  In  addition  to  their 
export  business,  the  company  owns  large  tracts  of  banana  lands 
already  in  production,  or  being  brought  into  production.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  profits  derived  from  this  industry  does  not 
remain  in  the  countrj*,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  its 
importance  and  the  Government  so  fully  recognises  this  that,  in 
September  last.  Congress  enacted  that  no  export  duties  should  be 
imposed  on  bananas  for  a  term  of  10  years  from  that  date. 
Precious  The    precious   metals  also   show    an   advance   in   the   value 

exported  and  the  actual  amount  expoi*ted  was  probably 
considerably  larger  than  that  given  in  the  official  returns. 
The  regulations  as  to  the  declarations  of  exporters  not  having 
been  strictly  enforced,  the  Director-General  of  Statistics  is 
of  opinion  that  large  amounts  have  been  exported  or  carried 
among  the  pereonal  effects  of  travellers,  without  any  i*etum  to 
his  department.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  export 
of  parcels  of  silver  coins  consequent  upon  the  introduction  of  the 
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gold  currency  has  helped  to  swell  the  total  given  in  the  ofl&cial 
returns. 

Although  there  was  a  large  falling-off  in  the  quantity  of  dye-  Woods 
woods  exported,  this  has  been  more  than  compensated  for  by  the 
larger  shipments  of  mahogany,  cedar,  and  rose-wood.  This 
industry  being  dependent  on  the  exploitation  of  the  forests,  it  is 
destined,  of  necessity,  to  decline  as  the  forests,  or,  at  least,  those 
•near  the  coast,  or  the  navigable  rivers,  become  depleted. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  cultivation  of  cocoa.  In  Cocoa 
order  to  encourage  the  industry,  a  law  was  passed  in  1894,  offering 
a  premium  of  25  a  a  tree  for  plantations  containing  upwards  of 
500  trees,  of  at  least  three  years'  growth,  provided  that  they  were 
in  good  condition.  In  virtue  of  this  law,  applications  for  the 
premium  have  been  made  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works 
representing  400,000  ti-ees,  but  the  report  of  the  Commission 
appointed  to  inspect  the  plantations  and  count  the  trees  has  not 
yet  been  published  In  order  to  protect  this  industry,  the  import 
duties  were  raised  in  April  to  30  c.  per  kilo,  for  cocoa  in  bean 
and  50  c.  per  kilo,  on  ground  cocoa.  Those  who  have  embarked 
in  this  industry  are  well  satisfied  with  the  results  so  far  obtained  ; 
the  production  is  already  almost  sufficient  to  supply  the  home 
consumption,  and  when  the  existing  plantations  come  into  full 
bearing  it  is  probable  that  cocoa  will  figure  conspicuously  among 
tlie  exports. 

The  import  trade  was  very  active,  but  part  of  the  large  increase  Import  trade, 
over  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  very 
general  belief  that  a  considerable  advance  in  the  import  duties 
was  contemplated,  and  importers,  therefore,  laid  in  larger  stocks 
than  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  The  import  trade  is  now 
mainly  in  the  liands  of  a  few  large  firms,  principally  (Jerman,  for 
whom  the  year  1900  was  satisfactory,  and  who  benefited  con- 
siderably by  the  heavy  fall  in  exchange  consequent  upon  the 
placing  in  circulation  of  the  gold  coinage. 

Commercial  travellers  do  not  find  thit*  country  a  very  favour-  Commercial 
able  field  for  their  operations.  Many  of  the  leading  houses  have  traveUers. 
a  member  of  the  firm  resident  in  Europe  or  in  the  United  States 
to  attend  to  the  buying,  and  travellers  thus  find  it  almost  impossible 
to  do  any  business  direct  with  these  firms.  They  are,  therefore, 
compelled  to  deal  with  the  smaller  firms  who  not  only  do  not 
offer  such  satisfactory  guarantees,  but  also  require  from  four  to 
six  months'  credit.  The  municipality  of  San  Jose  imposes  a  tax 
on  commercial  travellers  who  exhibit  samples,  as  below  : — For  the 
exhibition  of  assorted  samples,  100  dol. ;  and  for  the  exhibition 
of  samples  of  specialities,  10  dol.  50  c. 

Exchange  gradually  declined  up  to  the  month  of  April,  when,  ExchaDge. 
in  consequence  of  the  publication  of  the  decree  calling  the  gold 
coinage  into  circulation,  there  was  a  sudden  fall  of  over  20  points. 

Annex  II.  shows  the  average  rate  of  exchange  for  each 
month.  The  average  rate  for  the  year  was  11  dol.  35  c,  to 
the  1/.  sterling,  as  against  14  dol.  10  c.  in  1899. 

The  most   important    legislative  event   was   the    decree    of  Legislation. 
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-Gold  coinage.  April   17,  fixing  July  15  as  the  day  upon  which  the  new  gold 

coinage  should  be  placed  in  circulation.  This  decree  was  the 
complement  of  the  coinage  law  of  1896,  and  after  stating  that  the 
conditions  of  the  Quiros-Coronado  contract — the  contract  with 
the  Banco  de  Costa  Rica  referred  to  in  my  report  for  1896 — 
having  been  fulfilled,  and  the  amount  of  gold  coin  already 
delivered,  or  about  to  arrive  being  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the 
country,  the  time  had  come  for  the  money  to  be  placed  in  circula- 
tion, proceeded  to  call  up  the  gold  certificates  for  payment  on 
July  15.  It  was  further  enacted  that  all  obligations  pending  on 
that  date  and  contracted  in  national  money  and  all  duties  and 
Government  imposts  should,  thereafter,  be  payable  in  the  new 
coinage  in  the  proportion  of  one  colon  (dollar)  to  1  peso  (doUar) 
silver.  The  immediate  effect  of  the  publication  of  this  decree  was 
the  heavy  fall  in  exchange  mentioned  above. 

A  Banking  Law  was  published  *  in  April,  the  terms  of  which 
refer  mainly  to  the  regulation  of  banks  of  issue  and  to  the  holding 
of  real  estate  by  banks.  All  banks — whether  organised  in  the 
country  or  abroad — doing  business  in  the  country  must  conform  to 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  both  the  bank  and  its  shareholders 
will  be  considered  as  Costa  Eican.  Neither  the  bank  nor  its 
shareholders  may  appeal  to  their  rights  as  foreigners  in  any  matter 
connected  with  the  business  of  the  bank,  all  such  matters  being 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Eepublic  and  to  the  decisions  of  the 
Costa  Eican  courts. 

Other  decrees  have  been  issued  as  below : — 

Eaising  the  import  duties  on  cocoa,  and  exempting  bananas 
from  export  duties  for  a  term  of  10  years. 

Eenewing  for  a  further  term  of  10  years  the  decree  of  June  i, 
1895,  exempting  from  import  duties  materials  ,and  rolling  stock 
for  the  construction  and  use  of  tramways  and  light  railways  on  the 
Atlantic  slope. 

During  the  year  ratifications  of  a  convention  for  the  registra- 
tion of  trade  marks  were  exchanged  between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Costa  Eica. 

A  disastrous  fire  occurred  in  Port  Limon  in  October,  by  which 
four  entire  blocks,  comprising  almost  the  whole  of  the  business 
portion  of  the  town,  were  destroyed,  but  the  customs  warehouses, 
the  wharf,  and  the  railway  station  were  fortunately  not  damaged. 
The  loss  sustained  is  estimated  at  about  140,000/.,  of  which  about 
70,000/.  was  insured  with  British  companies.  In  consequence  of 
this  fire  the  use  of  wood  in  the  construction  of  the  external  walls 
and  roofs  of  houses  in  Limon  has  been  prohibited,  and  building 
materials  for  use  in  Limon  have  been  exempted  from  import 
duties. 

The  imports  amounted  to  1,216,979/.,  of  which  199,421/.  was  in 
gold  coin  imported  in  connection  with  the  new  coinage  scheme. 
The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  27*3  per 
cent,  of  the  total,  a  considerable  advance  on  the  year  1899, 
when  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  only 
19*6   per  cent,   of  the   total.      Annex    III   is  a  table   showing 
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the  peroentages  of  imports  from  the  diETerent  countries  of 
origin  for  the  years  1897-1900  inclusive,  but  in  considering 
these  figures  it  must  be  noted  that  the  whole  of  the  gold  coin 
imported  by  the  Government  since  1896  in  connection  with  the 
currency  scheme  was  minted  in  Philadelphia,  and  is,  therefore, 
included  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States.  I  regret  that  I 
am  unable  to  give  details  as  to  the  class  of  goods  imported 
from  each  country,  but  the  Statistical  Bureau  is  not  able  to  furnish 
these  particulars. 

The  returns  relating   to  the  exports   are  fuller  than   those  Bxporu. 
relating  to  the  imports,  and  I  am   able  to  give  in  Annex  IV 
tables  showing  the  values  of  the  various  articles  exported,  and  in 
the  case  of  coffee  the  destination. 

The  following  lines  of  steamers  call  regularly  at  Limon : —         Shipping  and. 

The  Eoyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company  :  Twice  a  month.  naTigation. 

The  Hamburg- American  Steamship  Company :  Three  times  a    *"^^"* 
month  during  the  coffee  season,  and  twice  a  month  during  the  rest 
of  the  year. 

The  Compi^a  Trasatlantica  Espaiiola :  Once  a  month. 

The  Compagnie  Transatlantique :  Once  a  month. 

The  Atlas  Steamship  Company  (for  New  York) :  Once  a  week. 

The  banana  steamers  of  the  United  Fruit  Company  and  of  the 
Camors- Weinberger  Banana  Company,  which  is  controlled  by  the 
United  Fruit  Company,  run  between  Limon,  Mobile,  and  New 
Orleans,  calling  at  Limon  20  times  a  month. 

The  companies  with  regular  services  for  Puntarenas  are : —         Pnntarenas, 

The  Pacific  Mail  (American):  Three  times  a  month  on  the 
upward  voyage  from  Panama  to  San  Francisco,  and  three  times 
a  month  on  the  downward  voy«^e  from  San  Francisco  to  Panama. 

The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  and  the  Compaiiia 
Sud- Americana  maintain  a  joint  service  between  Panama  and  San 
Francisco,  calling  once  every  week  going  north  and  once  every 
week  going  south. 

The  "  Kosmos  **  line  (German)  also  calls  at  Puntarenas,  but  the 
service  is  irregular. 

Annex  V  is  a  return  of  all  shipping  at  the  ports  of 
Limon  and  Puntaren«w  during  the  year  1900. 

On  February  18, 1892,  when  the  last  census  was  taken  the  Popalaiion^ 
population  of  the  Eepublic  was  243,205.  The  Director-General  of 
the  Statistical  Bureau,  in  his  l«wt  published  report,  estimates  the 
population  on  December  31,  1899,  at  309,683.  This  calculation  is 
based  upon  a  rate  of  annual  increase  of  3*583  per  cent,  derived 
from  a  comparison  of  the  census  returns  obtained  in  1883  and 
1892.  There  is,  however,  a  notable  difference  between  these 
figures  and  those  obtained  from  the  oflBicial  returns  of  births  and 
deaths,  but  these  returns  are  so  defective  that  the  Statistical 
Department  considers  the  estimate  based  on  the  census  results 
more  reliable. 

The  official  returns  of  births  and  deaths  for  the  years  1897- 
1900,  inclusive,  are  as  follows : — 
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1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

Births           . .         •  • 
Deatb.^ 

12,969 
6,638 

11,282 
6,858 

10,^1 
7,662 

10,696 
6,276 

MineA. 


Bella  YiBto 
Mine. 


Thayer  Mine. 


Tree  Amlgos 
Mine. 


Profiting  by  the  failures  in  the  mining  industry  of  their  prede- 
cessors, those  now  engaged  are  not  disposed  to  make  any  large 
outlay  on  crushing  machinery  and  plant  for  treating  the  ore  until 
convinced  that  such  outlay  is  justified,  and  they  have,  therefore, 
confined  their  operations  during  the  last  few  years  to  prospecting 
or  to  the  development  of  mines  already  opened  up.  The  few 
mines  actually  in  operation  possess  machinery  and  plant  of  but 
small  capacity. 

The  mines  officially  returned  as  in  operation  are  as  follows  : — 

The  Bella  Vista  Mine  (gold),  situated  in  the  Ciruelitas  district, 
is  worked  by  an  American  company,  incorporated  under  the  laws 
pf  tb^  State  of  Colorado,  with  a  capital  of  1,000,000  dol.  American 
gold,  and  formed  five  years  ago.  The  work  done  has  been  mainly 
development,  but  a  small  20-stamp.  mill  of  850-lb.  stamps  was 
erected  about  three  and  a  half  years  ago,  and  a  cyanide  plant  has 
since  been  added. 

The  Thayer  Mine  (gold)  is  also  in  the  Ciruelitas  district 
adjoining  the  Bella  Vista  Mine,  and  is  worked  by  an  American 
company,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Colorado, 
with  a  capital  of  1,500,000  dol.  American  gold.  The  two  com- 
panies were  launched  under  the  same  auspices  and  the  stock  is 
held,  more  or  less,  by  the  same  parties.  On  this  property,  too, 
attention  has  been  principally  devoted  to  the  opening  up  of  the 
mine.  About  two  years  ago  a  20-8tamp  mill  of  850-lb.  stamps 
was  erected  together  with  a  cyanide  plant.  The  ore  in  these  mines 
is  of  a  low  grade,  but  it  is  found  in  sufficient  quantities  to  yield  a 
satisfactoiy  profit  if  worked  economically  and  on  a  large  scale. 
With  the  present  small  plant  the  mines  have,  for  some  time,  paid 
working  expenses. 

>The  Tres  Amigos  Mine  (gold),  in  the  Abengares  district, 
belongs  to  the  Abengares  Gold  Fields  Company,  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  with  a  capital  of 
'^,000,000  dol.  American  gold  This  company  was  formed  to 
purchase  the  territorial  and  mineral  rights  over  a  large  tract  of 
land  of  about  20,000  acres,  known  to  be  traversed  by  numerous 
auriferous  veins,  in  which  are  situated  the  Tres  Hermanos  and 
Tres  Amigos  Mines.  Since  these  properties  were  taken  over  by 
the  company,  work  in  the  Tres  Aminos  Mine  has  been  confined  to 
development.  A  small  20-staiup  mill  of  400-lb.  stamps  was  erected 
by  the  vendors  before  the  transfer  of  the  property  to  the  company 
and  a  provisional  cyanide  plant  has  since  been  added  for  experi- 
mental purposes. 
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During  the  past  year  various  levels  have  been  opened  up  to 
the  depth  of  310  feet,  at  which  depth  the  vein  has  been  struck 
with  good  width  and  fair  grade  ore.  The  managers  are  so  satisfied 
with  the  results  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  bring  out  adequate 
crushing  machinery  and  to  erect  the  necessary  cyanide  plant. 
Three  years  ago  a  Ix^ndon  syndicate  entered  into  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  the  territorial  and  mineral  rights  now  the  property 
of  this  company,  but  the  vendors  would  not  accept  some  of  the 
conditions  imposed  by  the  syndicate  and  the  negotiations  fell 
through. 

The  value  of  the  gold  exported  by  the  mines  in  1900  is  returned 
at  32,000/.,  but  the  actual  value  exported  was  probably  consider- 
ably higher,  as  the  officials  of  the  Statistical  Bureau  assert  that 
many  shipments  were  effected  of  which  no  return  was  made  to 
their  office. 

The  Pacific  Eailway,  which  is  being  constructed  for  the  account  P«bUc  worki. 
of  the  Government  from  San  Jos^  to  Tivivis  on  the  Pacific  coast,  gjn?? 
will,  according  to  the  final  survey  of  the  Government  engineers,  be 
o9  miles  in  length. 

tte  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  line  was  signed  with 
General  John  S.  Casement  in  June,  1897,  and  approved  by 
Congress  in  August  of  the  same  year;  work  was  commenced  in 
the  following  September.  The  section  from  San  Jos^  to  the  Eio 
Grande,  a  distance  of  25  miles,  is  completed  as  far  as  the  track  is 
concerned  and  the  construction  trains  are  now  able  to  traverse  the 
whole  of  this  section.  The  material  for  the  bridge  over  the  Eio 
Grande  is  already  in  the  country  and  preparations  for  its  erection 
are  being  pushed  forward.  A  good  deal  of  grading  has  already 
l)een  done  on  the  further  side  of  the  river,  so  that  as  soon  as  the 
bridge  ifl  complete,  the  track  will  be  ready  for  the  laying  of  the 
rails  up  to  Santo  Domingo  of  San  Mateo.  From  this  point  to 
the  terminus  is  a  distance  of  19  miles,  which,  according  to  the 
Contractor's  report,  will  be  the  easiest  of  the  whole  line  to 
construct.  ^ 

The  rails  and  materials  for  the  bridges  have  been  brought 
from  the  United  States. 

The  Linion  improvements  and  sanitary  works  are  now   in  a  Umon 
very  advanced  condition.    The  sea-wall  and  the  adjacent  boulevards  i^provemenm 
have  been  completed  so  that  the  sea  front  now  pi-esenl^  a  very  J^rori^"    ^ 
picturesque  appearance.     The   principal   streets   have  been  laid 
down  witli  macadam,  with  surface  drainage  for  the  escape  of  the 
rain-water.     A  general  system  of  sewerage  has  been  constructed, 
but  the  house  connections  are  not  yet  complete.     The  town  is 
now  supplied  with  water  brought  from  the  Banano  Eiver. 

The  San  Jose  Electric  Tramway,  built  and  worked  by  the  San  Jose 
Costa  Eica  Electric  Light  and  Traction  Company,  a  British  under-  ^^^^'^^ 
taking,  runs  from  the  railway  station  in  San  Jos(5  to  the  end  of  "*°*'^*^* 
the  Sabana,  a  distance  of  about  3i  miles,  and  is  well  patronised. 
During  the  dry  season,  however,  the  cars  do  not  run  after  5.30  p.m., 
as,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  rivers,  there  is  not  sufficient  power 
to  enable  the  company  to  run  the  trams  and  furnish  light  at  the 
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same  time.  An  extension  of  the  line  to  the  Moj6n  and  Curridabat 
is  contemplated  and  the  rails  have  been  laid  for  a  distance  of 
2  miles,  but  owing  to  disputes  with  the  Telephone  Company  the 
work  has  been  suspended  for  the  present.  It  is  also,  I  understand, 
proposed  to  make  use  of  water-power  some  miles  from  San  Jos^, 
so  tliat  the  company  may  not  continue  to  be  subjected  to  the 
difficulties  experienced  during  the  last  two  dry  seasons. 

The  internal  debt  on  March  31,  1900,  amounted  to 
6,916,071  dol.  90  c,  against  4,870,488  dol.  85  c.  in  1899.  This 
amount  is  made  up  as  follows : — 


Consolidated  debt  ••         

Deposits  of  public  and  charitable  institutions  . . 
Floating  debt         

Total  

Equivalent  in  sterling • 


Amount 


Dol. 

c. 

884,408 

29 

468,770 

14 

6,067,898 

47 

6,916,071     90 
558,280 


External  debt.  The  service  of  the  external  debt  was  punctually  performed  in 
accordance  with  the  arrangement  made  with  the  bondholders  in 
1896. 

Income  and  The  Finance  Minister's  statement  for  the  year  ending  March  31 , 

expenditure.     1900,  showed  : — 


Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Total  receipts 

„     eipenditure 

Dol.       c 
8,228,292    61 
7,448  J  20     98 

£ 
668,2fi8 
595,850 

Surplus 

780,171     68 

62,418 

These  figures  have  been  converted  at  an  exchange  of  12  doL  50  c. 
to  the  11.  sterling,  the  current  rate  on  March  31,  1900. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  an  amount  of  1,500,000  dol. 
proceeds  of  a  loan  of  150,000^.,  obtained  in  London  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  Government's  shares  in  the  Costa  Rica  Railway 
Company,  is  included  in  the  receipts. 

I  venture  to  conclude  this  report  with  some  remarks  made  to 
me  by  one  of  the  principal  importers  who,  last  year,  made  his  fiist 
business  trip  to  Europe : — 

"  I  did  most  of  my  business  in  Germany  (Hamburg)  as  I  found 
it  very  much  easier  to  make  my  purchases  and  see  all  that  1 
required  in  that  town,  although  most  of  the  articles  bought  were 
of  British  manufacture.     London  was  the  first  place  I  visited,  but 
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I  found  that  for  many  of  the  articles  I  required,  I  had  to  send  for 
samples  and  quotations,  or  go  myself  to  Manchester,  Birmingham, 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Nottingham,  &c.,  as  the  British  do  not  seem  to 
have  adopted  the  system  of  representatives  in  London,  with  large 
show-rooms  for  displaying  their  goods,  as  is  done  in  Hamburg. 

"  In  Hamburg,  when  a  buyer  calls  upon  his  agents,  he  is  at 
once  taken  to  one  of  these  large  e^ow-rooms,  where  not  only 
German  manufactures  are  displayed  but  also  British,  and  the 
prices  are  quoted  f.o.b.  in  London,  Manchester,  or  Liverpool.  This 
greatly  facilitates  business,  enabling  the  buyer  to  get  through 
his  work  much  more  rapidly  and  without  travelling  all  over  the 
country. 

"  I  found  also  that  distillers  in  Hamburg — b&  long  as  the  house 
they  are  dealing  with  is  a  respectable  one — ^are  willing  to  put  up 
packages  so  as  to  adapt  the  goods  to  the  special  customs  tariff  and 
regulations  of  the  country  to  which  they  are  shipped.  In  the 
United  Kingdom  a  stereotyped  style  of  package  is  adopted  and  no 
alteration  is  permitted;  in  only  one  instance  was  I  able,  after 
much  difficulty,  to  obtain  a  concession  in  this  matter.  In  this 
Eepublic  spirits  pay  import  duty  on  the  gross  weight  of  the 
package.  Cases  of  empty  bottles  pay  only  2  c.  per  kilo.,  as  against 
1  dol.  20  c  when  filled  with  spirits.  Thus  the  importer  can 
effect  a  saving  of  at  least  24^.  a  case  by  importing  the  spirits  in 
bulk  and  doing  the  bottling  here.  If  British  manufacturers  would 
establish  showrooms  in  London  where  their  goods  could  be  dis- 
played, it  would  greatly  assist  the  foreign  buyer.  Certainly  the 
manufacturers  lose  nothing  if  the  purchasers  obtain  their  goods 
in  Hamburg,  but  it  means  that  the  German  agent  gets  the  com- 
mission which  should  remain  at  home,  and  enables  the  Germans 
to  be  so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  style  of  goods  required 
that  they  make  imitations  which  they  quote  at  a  lower  price." 


Annex  I. — Comparative  Table  of  Imports  and  Exports   during 

the  Years  1897-1900. 

Imports. 


Year. 


1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


Value. 


Merchandise. 


Other 
Prodacts. 


£ 
1915,289 
766,820 
761,217 
986,910 


£ 

82,899 

84,959 

66,184 

230,069 


Total. 


998,188 

851,779 

827,341 

1,216,979 
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cx)sta  bica. 
Exports. 


Tear. 


1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


Coffee. 


820»886 
841,918 
588,688 
760,087 


Yalae. 


Other 
Prodncts. 


274,618 
289,980 
897,852 
504,202 


Total. 


1,094,954 

1,131,848 

985,990 

1,264,289 


Annex  II. — ^Table  showing  the  Average  Bate  of  Exchange  for 
each  Month  during  the  Year  1900  of  90  d/s  Drafts  on 
London. 


Month. 


January      ..        •• 

Fehmsry 

March         

April  

Msy 

June  

July 

Aognat        

September 

October 

No?ember 

December 

ATcrage  for  the  year     • . 


Bate  of 

Exchange  per 

IJ.  Sterling. 

Pesos. 
12  -725 
12*40 
12*40 
12  *25 
11  1665 
11*10 
Pesos  and  colon. 
10-9665 

Colon. 
10*6585 
10-65 
10-6915 
10  -6665 
10-60 

11-8560 


Annex  III. — Table  of  Percentages  of  Imports  fi*om  the  diflFerent 
Countries  of  Origin  during  the  Years  1897-1900. 


Country. 

Percentage. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

United  States  .. 
United  Kingdom 
Germany 

France 

Spain     ..         ••         •• 

Italy 

Other  countries. . 

38*64 

26*92 

21-01 

10-00 

8*12 

8*48 

1*88 

44*80 

19*61 

15*50 

10*80 

8*80 

106 

4*98 

54  00 
1»'60 
14*55 
5*90 
2*60 
1-91 
1-44 

46*20 
27*80 
18-59 
5-94 
2*60 
2*00 
2*84 

100 

100 

100 

100 

OOSTA  RICA. 


13 


Annex  IV. — ^Tablk  of  Exports  during  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 


Preeioos  metals 

Coffee 

Baoanss 

Rose-wood        ••        •• 

Fastie 

Cedar     

Mahogany         

Robber 

Hides 

„    (deer)       

Liye-stock        ••        ••         •• 

Snodries..         ••         ••         •• 

Total 


Kilos..  • 

Bonclies 

Kilos... 

»»    •• 
Cable  feet 

n 

Lbs.  .. 
Kilos... 


t* 


Quantitj. 


16,100,905 

8,420,166 

846,400 

8,029,170 

1,188,885 

25,790 

75.517 

309,114 

17,648 


Value. 


£ 

100,172 

760,088 

270,878 

1,524 

5,452 

63,088 

1,547 

19,684 

18,549 

2,117 

9,052 

7,248 


1,264,289 


Table  of  Coffee  Exported  of  Crop  1899-1900. 


Coantrj. 

Number  of 
Bags. 

Weight. 

United  Kingdom 

United  States        

Germany 

France        

Other  coontries 

202,867 

70,722 

85,076 

9,880 

8,249 

Kilos. 

9,562,884 

4,055,496 

1,819,581 

584,456 

198,024 

ToUl       

821,244 

16,214,891 

NoTK  — The  difference  between  the  weights  of  coffee  in  these  tables  is  explained 
by  the  fact  that  the  latter  refers  to  the  crop  1899-1900  and  the  former  to  the 
year  1900. 
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Annex  V. — Retubk  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Limon  during 

the  Year  1900. 

Entered  aih^  Clsabsd. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total 

Katiooalitj. 

Number 

Number 

Nnnber 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Ton& 

of 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

•         • 

Vessels. 

British     .. 

169 

215,446 

•  • 

•  • 

169 

215,446 

German  .. 

42 

67,297 

•  • 

• « 

42 

67,297 

French    •  • 

21 

29,259 

1 

2,710 

22 

81,969 

Italian     . . 

6 

5,677 

2 

4,855 

8 

10,082 

Korwegion 

45 

26,589 

• . 

•  • 

45 

26,689 

Danish 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

815 

1 

815 

American  (U.S.).. 

78 

5,022 

6 

4,057 

84 

9,079 

Colombian 

1 

20 

8 

20 

4 

40 

Costa  Rican 

7 

21 

1 

4 

8 

26 

Other  countries . . 

8 

12,492 

8 

2,798 

16 

15,235 

Total  •• 

877 

851,828 

22 

14,254 

899 

866,077 

Kkturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Puntarenas  during  the 

Year  1900. 

Entered  and  Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

ToUl. 

Nationality. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tons. 

of 

Tona 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Vessels. 

British     .. 

67 

82,692 

•  • 

•  • 

57 

82,692 

German  .. 

28 

50,541 

. . 

•  • 

28 

50,541 

Italian    .  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

815 

1 

815 

Norwegian 

. . 

. . 

4 

2,982 

4 

2,982 

Danish    . . 

•  • 

. . 

2 

1,082 

2 

1,082 

American  (U.S.).. 

57 

92,702 

5 

14,428 

62 

107,125 

Colombian 

• . 

* . 

1 

40 

1 

40 

Other  countries . . 

48 

78,156 

8 

6,000 

51 

78,166 

Total   .. 

190 

299,091 

16 

24,292 

206 

828,388 

LONDON : 

Printed  for  His  Majesty's  Stationerr  Office, 

Bt  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 

Printers  in  Ordinary  to  His  Hajesty. 

C76    7  I  01— H  k  S    889) 


CORBA. 


21^ 


To— 


Value. 


Japan 
China 


*  • 


Total 


1900. 

1899. 

Yen. 
8,066,880 

667,670 

1 

Yen. 
2,049,477 
888,906 

j       3,633,060 

2,933,882 

Annex  VIL — ^Tablk  showing  Foreign  Population  of  Oorea. 


Foreigners    resident  at  capital    and 
open  porta — 
Soul  (capital) 
Chemulpo  . . 
Fusan 
Wonsan 
Mokpo 
Chinnampo 
Kunsan      . . 
Maaampo   .. 
Songchin    . . 
Ping  Yang* 


Foreigners  resident  at  mines  worked 
by  loreign  companies — 
AmericAn  mines  at  Wonsan 
Q^rman  mines  at  Tangokae 
British    mines    at    Q-irendoline, 


2,115 
4,219 
5,757 
1,678 

894 

339 
'42^ 

250 
38 

159 


15,771- 


200 

..t 


Number. 


Japanese.  Chinese. 


1,700 
1,263 
82 
93 
38 
158 
10 
27 

ibo 


3,471 


200 
..t 


Other 
Foreigners. 


287 

86 

20 

33 

9 

3 

7 

18 
•  • 
40 

603 


70 

7 


Unsan    .. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •   t 

27       ; 

227       ! 

39 

16 

«  • 
•  • 

'  239 

93 

Total      . . 

V. 

16,998 

3.710 

696 

..    .          y 

Grand  total 

20,304 

*  Not  strictly  speaking  an  open  port. 


t  No  return. 
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The  latest  Government  statistics  for  1899,  which  have  just 
been  issued,  show  a  considerable  increase  as  regards  exports  and 
imports,  compared  with  1898  and  the  foregoing  years. 

The  value  of  the  exports  amounted,  in  1899    to  20,252,000/.  VAiue  of 

(1898,  18,131,000/.).  exports. 

The  value    of    imports     in     1899  was    27,346,000/.    (1898,  valae  of 
25,680,000/.).  importo. 

The  following  table  shows  the  import  to  and  the  export  from 
the  Free  Port  in  1899,  compared  with  the  same  figures  as  r^ards 
Copenhagen  (including  the  Free  Port)  and  the  whole  country. 
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DENMARK.  5 

The  figures  for  the  Free  Port  differ  very  little  from  those  for 
1898,  which  I  have,  therefore,  nob  considered  it  necessary  to 
quote. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the 
value  of  exports  and  imports/ 

The  United  Kingdom  as  hitherto  has  the  largest  share 
in  the  foreign  trade  with  Denmark.  The  value  of  the 
tftide  with  the  United  Kingdom  is  37  per  cent,  of  the 
total  value,  and  the  weight  43*3  per  cent,  of  the  total 
weight  of  merchandise.  As  usual,  the  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom  (butter,  eggs,  and  bacon)  are  much  more  valuable  than 
the  imports,  which  are  for  the  most  part  goods,  such  as  coal,  raw 
iron,  &c. 

After  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany  comes  next  as  regards 
foreign  trade.  The  exports  to  Germany  are  small  in  comparison 
to  those  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  imports  from  Germany 
are  much  more  valuable. 

The  value  of  imports  from  Germany  to  Denmark  in  1899  was 
8,200,000/.,  whilst  from  the  United  Kingdom  it  was  only 
5,600,000/. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  in  ore  per  Danish  pound 
of  goods  imported  from  and  exported  to  foreign  countries : — 


Trade  with 

United 

Kingdom. 


OountTj. 


Norway  ••         .«         ••         •• 

Sweden  . .         . .         . .         •  • 

BuBsia     ..         ..         ..         .. 

Qermanj — 

Hamburg       

Liibeck  

Slesvig  ..         ••         •• 

Otherparts  of  Germany     .  • 
United  kingdom  •  • 

Holland 

Belgium • 

France   ••         ••         ••         •• 

United  States  of  America 

Total  ayerage  ralue  of  imports 
and  exports.  •         ••         •• 


Trade  with 
Q-ermany. 


Value  of 
imports  from 
Q-ermanj 
compared 
with  those 
from  the 
United 
Kingdom. 


Value  per  Danish  Lb. 


Exports. 

OreT 

8-8 
9*3 
6*7 

13-8 
18-4 

6-6 
11-1 
48*6 

6  0 

8-0 
11-6 

5*2 


16*9 


NOTB.— 100  Ore  «  It.  l\d. 


The  Danish  mercantile  navy  is  increasing  year  by  year,  but  it  Mercantile 
is  during  the  last  two  years  that  the  increase  has  been  unusually  ^*^  ®' 
rapid,  which  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  for  the  years    *°™"  .• 
1895  to  1899,  at  the  end  of  which  years  the  tonnage  was : — 
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SaOlng. 

Stmn. 

Total. 

Temr. 

Namberof 

YmmIi. 

Tooa. 

Number  of 

YaaMli. 

Toni. 

Mombarof 
Yeuds. 

Tons. 

1896          •••        ••• 

loww                 •••              ••• 

lOVf                 •••             ••• 

lovB           *••         ••• 
1899           ••«         ••• 

8,168 
8,212 
8,282 
8,264 
8,806 

18^108 
181,608 
178,406 
169,268 
166,808 

464 

610 
630 

144^81 
164,076 
182,702 
226.422 
268,241 

8,690 
8,661 
8,696 
8,774 
8,844 

880,088 
846.688 
866,108 
884,086 
488,649 
• 

The  foregoing  gives  the  figures  for  Denmark,  including  the 
Faroe  Islands,  Iceland,  and  the  Danish  West  Indies. 

The  mercantile  navy  of  Denmark  alone  on  December  31,  1899, 
amounted  to  3,544  vessels,  of  a  tonns^e  of  410,469  tons.  Of 
these,  3,047  were  sailing  vessels,  155,271  tons ;  and  497  steamers, 
255,198  tons.  Besides  these,  there  were  11,790  boats  and  crafts 
under  4  tons,  and  131  barges  and  lighters  amounting  to  6,611 
tons,  and  35  dredgers  of  1,562  tons. 

During  the  year  1899  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  has  in- 
creased by  27,  while  the  tonnage  has  decreased  by  2,884  tons,  or 
about  2  per  cent.  The  number  of  steamers  has  increased  by  21, 
whose  tonnage  amounts  to  32,064  tons,  which  is  an  addition  of 
about  12^  per  cent,  over  and  above  the  year  before. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  number  of 
sailing  vessels  is  increasing,  whilst  the  tonnage  is  going  down, 
which  proves  that  when  new  ships  are  built  or  bought  it  is  pre- 
ferred to  have  them  smaller.    As  regards  steamers,  number  as 
well  as  tonnage  is  increasing,  the  latter  much  more  in  proportion, 
viz.,  when  ^ew  ships  are  wanted  and  required  they  are  mostly 
always  of  a  larger  size  than  formerly. 
ShipbnUding         During  1899,  85  sailing  ships,  4,109  tons,  and  8  steamers, 
in  Deninark.    9^143  tone,  were  built  in  Denmark  for  the  Danish  mercantile  navy. 
For  foreign  account :  4  sailing  ships,  of  41  tons  (for  German} ),  and 
4  steamers,  of  4,669  tons,  were  also  built  (1  for  Norway,  2  for 
Eussia,    and    1    for   Germany).      Six    steamers  were    built    at 
Copenhagen  and  5  at  Elsinore,  whilst  a  small  one  was  built  at 
Stega. 
Danish  Teaaeli       Ten  sailing  sliips,  of  1,779  tons,  and  15  steamers,  of  19,122 
built  abroad,   ^ons,  were  bu3t  abroad  to  Dai;iish  orders.    The  first  were  built 
partly  in  Sweden  and  partly  in  Germany,  but  the  steamers  were, 
with  the  exception  of  two  small  one^,  all  built  in  Great  Britain, 
viz.: — 


In— 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


West  Hartlepool 
Sunderland  • 
Newcastle  • 

Hebbum..         • 
Benfi-ew  , . 
Glasgow  .. 
Dmnbart-on 


1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
2 
1 


Tons. 


2,217 
1,833 
3,188 
1,783 
1,824 
3,537 
2,78y 
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Of  ships  of  1,000  tons  and  upwards  there  were,  at  end  of  1899,  huge  ihips  in 
12  sailing  vessels,  15,650  tons,  and  88  steamers,  140,653  tons  ;  85  ^I^tfu 
of  the  steamers  claim  Copenhagen  as  their  port.  n,,^. 

Denmark's  total  carrying  trade  with  foreign  countries  amounted  Cmerjlng 
in  1899  to  3,665,368  tons,  a  fair  increase  on  that  of  1898,  which  *»<*•• 
showed  3,570,098  tons.     It  will  be  noticed  that  the  increase  in  1899 
was  not  so  great,  taking  into  comparison  1898  and  1897,  2,564,000 
tons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  proportion  in  which  different 
countries  take  part  or  share  in  the  Danish  carrying  trade : — 


Nationality. 

Per  Gent. 

1897. 

1888. 

1889. 

Danish          

48-8 

51-0 

68-9 

Norwedan 

SwadiA        

9-8 

9-4. 

8-9 

14-3 

18-7 

12-7 

Buisian         

1-8 

8-1 

1-7 

Qorman         

8-7 

8-8 

9'« 

British          

16-8 

14-6 

18-4 

Butoh 

0-7 

1-0 

0-9 

Other  nations 

0  1 

0-1 

0-8 

Total 

100  0 

100  0 

100  0 

Next  to  the  Danish  it  is,  as  usual,  the  British  steamers  and  the 
Swedish  sailing  vessels  that  take  part  in  the  Danish  carrying  trade. 
It  is  an  interesting  fact  which  can  be  seen  in  the  foregoing  table  that 
the  percentage  for  Denmark  increases  year  by  year,  whilst  it  is 
exactly  the  opposite  for  the  two  other  countriea  As  regards 
the  United  Kingdom  the  reason  is  that  the  Danes  have  commenced 
to  a  much  larger  extent  than  formerly  to  bring  coals  over  from  the 
United  Kingdom  to  Denmark  in  Danish  ships,  and  the  second 
reason  is,  that  grain  and  maize  for  the  Atlantic  and  Black  Sea 
ports  are  also  brought  in  Danish  ships  much  more  so  than  formerly. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  number  and  tonnage 
of  British  steamers  in  these  trades  is  diminished 

The  whole  Danish  carrying;  trade  between  ports  not  being  Danish 
Danish  amounted  in  1899  to  16,558  clearances,  with  a  tonnage  of  <«n^>ing 
8,356,151  tons,  of  which   11,478   ships  (5,208,459  tons)  carried J^'f^***^*;^ 
cargoes,  and  the  remainder  were  in    ballast      The  clearances  at       ^°  ^^* 
British  ports  were  most  numerous,  and  were  27*5  per  cent  of  the 
whole  tonnage.     After  British  ports  the  percentages  for  Kussian 
and  German  ports  were  19*6  and  11*3  per  oent 
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Table  showing  Total  Value   of  Exports    and   Imports   to   and 
from  Foreign  Coontriee  during  the  Years  1898-99. 


!"*_.. _  * 

Exports.                1                 Imports. 

Country. 

1898.       !        1899.       '        1898.               1899. 

1 

United  Kingdom        •• 
Germany          ••         •. 
Sweden.  •          •  •         •  • 

Bnssia 

United  States  of  America 
Sout^  America  •         •• 
Norway  •  •         •  •         •  • 

Holland 

Fran^ 

Sdginm           •  •         •  • 

Danish  possessions     •• 

Other    ooontries    and 

bonded  warehoiues « • 

£ 

11406,000 

3,133,000 

1,845,000 

768,000 

135,000 

1,000 

563,000 

18,000 

48,000 

59,000 

208,000 

262,009 

£ 

12,028,000 

3,704,003 

1,937,000 

901,000 

381,000 

626,000 
26,000 
78,000 
65,000 

206,000 

806,000 

£ 

4,378,000 

7,183,000 

2.869,000 

2,151,000 

2,685,000 

885,003 

413,000 

436,000 

593,000 

393,000 

16t,000 

1,505,000 

1           £ 

1     5,584,000 

1     8,214»000 

'     2368,000 

'     2,043,000 

,    4,352,000 

298,000 

418,000 

394,000 

619,000 

468,000 

192,000 

IJBitSJOOO 

Total     .. 

18,131,000 

20,252,000 

1 

23,155,000 

27,346,000 

Eetubk  of  all  Shipping  between  Foreign   Ports  and  the  Ports 

of  Denmark  during  the  Year  1899. 

Entered. 


flaiUBC. 


HsttoosUtj. 


Humbsrof 


Brititli 
Daateh 
Swedish    « 
Oennsa     ., 
Konreglan 


Other  coontrks  ... 

ToUl     I 

„  for  the  year 


40 

bJUO 

6,M0 

2,0U 

MO 

]» 

191 

4 


I 


Namberof 


ft,US 

t«l,907 
24f,2n 
102,910 
100,797 
S  1.903 

15,81< 
1,M1 


037 

10,061 

IJ68 

2,091 

892 

160 

67 

12 


preceding 


•i 


15,260 
16,711 


766,661 
806^147 


16,274 
16,268 


616,506 

8,082,015 

844,776 

468,910 

296,486 

144,946 

80,854 

11.678 


4,980,665 
4,845,108 


Total. 


Hmnberof 


on 

15,611 
7,727 
4,106 
1,852 


248 
16 


80,681 
80,969 


622,088 

8,n8,82S 

581.012 

566,840 

406,288 

176,848 

46,170 

18,214 


6,686,829 
5,660,255 


Cleared. 


Saihiig. 

SiMun. 

• 
TotaL 

KatiuoaUtj. 

Hunberof 
TeiMle. 

Tons. 

Nomberof 
Vessels. 

Ttons. 

Kamberof 
Yesssis. 

TSM. 

Biitith 

84 

4,715 

681 

645,461 

616 

550,176 

Daniih      .«. 

6,294 

206.462 

10,194 

8,088,625 

16,488 

8,854,967 

Swedish     ... 

6.482 

2(9.610 

1.428 

850.761 

7.910 

6I9.271 

German     ...        •- 

2,076 

10S,026 

2,067 

440.266 

4,142 

648.292 

Norwefcian 

968 

llZMl 

907 

295.924 

1.875 

409,865 

Ruffian     

12! 

2a,i9i 

163 

143,426 

281 

172,718 

1  Mitch        

]:& 

I3,i87 

66 

31,121 

2.ni 

44.8ft8 

Oilurountiits  .. 

A 

2,050 

13 

12.149 

18 

14.199 

Total      

.,  for  the  year 
l>n  coJtng 
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4,916.633 
4.797,4C8 


30,563      ,    6,713,866 
8I.IC7      ,    6.631,462 
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Report  on  the  Faroe  iHlands 
By  Mr.  Consul  Villiers. 

(Receiyed  at  Foreign  Office,  April  IB,  1901.) 

Although   the   Faroe    Islands    are    little   known   to   British  Faroe 
subjects,  except  perhaps    to   certain   deep-sea   trawlers  and  an  isUncU. 
occasional  tourist,  who  has  landed  at  one  of  the  ports  on  his  way 
to  Iceland  to  see  the  famous  geysers,  it  does  not  follow  that  they 
deserve  to  remain  so  much  bevond  the  ranf^e  of  those  who  travel 
either  for  pleasure  or  profit. 

They  may  be  reached  from  Leith  within  48  hours  by  means  How  to  go 
of  the    Danish  Royal    Mail   Steamers,  and  from  many  points  ^*^®«« 
of  view    would   well   repay   a   visit.     They    will    probably,   as 
soon  as  some    hotel   accommodation    is  established,  attract   the 
sportsman,  the  geologist,  the  botanist,  and  the  trader  in  increasing 
numbers. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  information  Size, 
of  a  reliable  nature  from  recent  publications,  it  seems  worth  while 
to  state  that  the  Faroe  Islands  are  24  in  number,  nearly  all 
forming  a  compact  group.  They  have  an  area  of  about  500  squai'e 
miles,  extending  about  63  miles  from  North  to  South,  and 
about  45  miles  from  East  to  West,  and  17  are  inhabited. 

They  are  situated  on  about  62°  north  latitude,  being  about  Situation. 
180  miles  from  the  Shetland  Isles,  in  a  northerly  direction,  and 
about  255  miles  from  Iceland,  southerly. 

The  Faroe  Islands  are  volcanic  in  formation,  though  no  volcanic  Formjiriuu. 
eruption  has  taken  place  during  the  historical  period,  that  is  to 
say  since  their  occupation  by  Norwegian  Vikings  at  the  end  of 
the  eighth  century.  When  Norway  was  united  to  Denmark  in 
1380,  the  Faroe  Islands  were  included  in  the  Union,  and  remained 
Danish  even  when  Norway  was  separated  from  Denmark  by  the 
Peace  of  Kiel,  1814.  The  inhabitants  retain  in  ordinary  use  their 
ancient  language,  although  most  of  them  now  can  also  speak 
Danish,  and  many  of  them  English. 

Most   of  the  islands  consist  mainly   of  high    peaks,   some  Geological 
attaining  an  altitude  of  almost  3,000  feet,  and  the  rocks  rise  very  interests. 
precipitously  from  the  sea.  producing  scenic  effects  of  great  variety 
(756)  A  2     ' 
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Crops. 


Sheep. 


Wool. 


Dyes. 

Carpets. 
Ponies. 

Wishing, 


beauty,  and  grandeur  well  worth  au  artist's  attention.  While 
the  geologist  can  find  jnuch  to  study  in  the  porphyry,  basaltic 
and  tufa  layers,  he  can  also  procure  fine  specimens  of  zeolites. 
Coal  exists,  especially  on  the  southernmost  island,  Sudero,  though 
it  has  not  yet  been  profitably  extracted. 

There  are  no  trees  on  the  islands,  but  several  varieties  of 
flowers  (estimated  at  300)  are  found  in  the  valleys  and  lowlands, 
where  a  few  inches  of  soil  cover  the  rock  ;  on  the  highlands  soil 
is  80  scarce,  if  present  at  all,  that  only  moss  is  found  growing. 

The  hay  crop  is,  however,  heavier  than  one  would  expect. 
This  is  the  most  important  agricultural  crop,  as  upon  it  depends 
the  feeding  of  the  horned  cattle  (about  4,000)  during  the  long 
winter  months.  The  short,  rainy,  summer  renders  harvesting 
difficult.  The  winter,  however,  though  dark,  is  not  very  severely 
cold,  as  the  sea  is  tempered  by  the  Gulf  Stream.  Excellent  butter 
and  cheese  of  a  very  limited  quantity  is  made. 

The  islanders  cannot  be  said  to  seriously  devote  their  time  to 
any  other  agricultural  pursuits,  except  occasionally  trying  to 
produce  a  few  potatoes  and  turnips,  and  an  occasional  green 
vegetable,  or  here  and  there  a  small  patch  of  barley,  which  may 
ripen  in  October.  A  little  flower  garden  sometimes  gladdens  the 
eye  and  reveals  possibilities.  Black,  red,  and  white  currants 
grow  most  luxuriantly. 

There  are  about  100,000  sheep  on  the  islands,  which  produce 
good  wool,  and  afford  in  the  right  season  excellent  mutton.  As, 
however,  they  are  compelled  to  seek  their  own  food  during  the 
whole  year  out  in  the  open,  they  necessarily  suffer  hardships  nnd 
find  a  very  precarious  exist^ence.  They  are  not  sheared  but  their 
wool  is  pulled  off"  by  hand  in  June,  at  which  time  it  is  quite  loose 
and  comes  away  easily,  as  the  new  wool  has  undergrown  the  old. 

During  the  long  winter  evenings,  for  the  daylight  is  reduced 
to  four  hours,  and  during  even  that  limited  period  the  suu  is  low 
on  the  horizon,  the  men  card  and  spin  while  the  women  knit  and 
weave.  Nearly  all  their  clothes  are  thus  home-made  and  of 
excellent  quaUty. 

Moss  and  seaweed  are  cleverly  used  for  dyeing  purposes, 
and  now  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  establish  carpet  weaving 
and  a  few  beautiful  specimens  of  splendid  quality  have  been 
produced. 

There  are  a  few  ponies  on  the  islands,  the  breed  of  which,  it  is 
hoped,  is  -about  to  be  improved.  Some  of  these  ponies  are 
exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  ibr  use  in  coal  mines. 

It  must  not  be  assumed,  however,  that  because  the  Faroe 
islander  does  not  cultivate  much  land,  or  attend  much  to  the 
raising  (^f  stock,  that  he  is  unemployed ;  the  sea  is  his  harvest 
field.  Active  he  may  i)e  on  land,  but  the  water  is  his  element, 
and  the  products  of  the  waters  are  his  sources  of  wealth.  It  is  as 
fisherman  and  birdcatcher  that  he  excels.  It  is  an  endless  pleasure 
to  watch  him,  whether  he  be  handling  the  oar  or  the  rudder, 
cleaving  now  and  again  with  the  former  a  breaker  surging  off  his 
rock-bound  coast  and  threatening  to  swamp  his  boat,  or  easing  the 
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latter  as  a  blast  of  wind  fills  his  little  browu  sail  as  if  intending 
to  capsize  his  craft  in  the  midst  of  turbulent  eddies  where  currents 
race  at  nearly  10  knots  an  hour,  or  wbether  he  be  hanging  in 
mid-air  on  the  face  of  a  fowling-cliff,  sky  above  and  surf  below, 
with  myriads  of  angry  and  bewildered  sea-fowl  flying  around  him, 
forming  as  it  were  a  living  snowstorm,  while  he  deftly  catches 
them  in  his  fowling-iiet  or  removes  their  eggs  from  their  nesting 
places. 

His  prowess  must  be  witnessed  to  be  credited.  The  risk  is 
great,  his  life  precarious ;  a  village  is  now  and  again  deprived  by 
one  storm  of  its  entire  adult  male  population.  If  successful,  what 
is  his  reward  ?    A  humble  livelihood. 

Singing  a  hymn,  the  Faroe  fisherman  leaves  his  harbour  with  a 
few  companions  in  a  slender,  lightly-built  boat,  of  an  ancient  and 
recognised  model,  constructed  to  behave  well  in  a  rough  sea  rather 
than  for  any  comfort,  and  capable  of  seating  four,  six,  or  eight  and 
sometimes  ten  men.  His  boat  is  provided  with  oars,  with  a  mast 
and  sail  for  use  should  the  wind  prove  favourable,  a  water  keg 
and  a  few  provisions.  He  is  dressed  in  woollen  garments,  usually 
home-made,  and  in  stormy  weather  he  dons  a  suit  of  oilskins. 
His  gear  consists  of  some  **  long-lines,"  usually  six.  These  are 
about  800  feet  long,  and  attached  at  short  intervals  are  short 
lines  with  hooks  for  bait.  As  buit  he  uses  small  coal-fish,  mussels, 
or  pieces  of  bird  flesh.  With  these  lines  he  catches  cod,  coal-fish, 
halibut,  herrings,  and  plaice ;  frequently  capturing  enoi  raous 
specimens.  In  fair  weather  he  will  go  out  to  the  fishing  banks 
many  miles  from  land.  Even  on  his  successful  return,  heralded 
by  the  singing  again  of  his  favourite  hymn  as  he  enters  port,  his 
labours  are  not  ended,  for  even  if  wet  and  tired  he  must  imme- 
diately cut  open,  behead,  clean  and  deliver  his  fish  to  a  merchant 
who  weighs  them  and  deposits  them,  salted,  in  his  cellar.  The 
principal  industry  is  the  treatment  of  split-cod.  These  after 
salting  require  to  be  Avashed  and  sun-dried  on  the  rocks,  a  lengthy 
process  engaging  many  women  and  children  during  the  summer 
months.  Most  of  these  split-cod  are  exported  to  Italy  and  Spain, 
the  market  for  them  varying  according  to  their  size.  Fish  are 
also  taken  by  nets  as  well  as  by  lines. 

Besides  the  open  boats  there  are  now  nearly  100  decked  boats  Boati. 
employed,  and   the  fishing  industry'   is    being    thus    developed. 
These    are   mostly  old   English   boats,   and  are  bought  cheaply, 
especially  now  that  the  steam   trawler  has  begun  to  replace  their 
use. 

Although  the  foreign  trawlei^s,  with  their  broad  sweeping  nets.  Trawling, 
frequently  visit  the  distant  fishing  banks,  and  successfully  carry 
to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Continent  holds  full  of  profitable 
fresh  fish,  no  Faroe  islander  has  as  yet  acquired  one.  Trawling  is 
not  permitted  within  three  miles  of  the  shore,  that  is  to  say,  inside 
territorial  waters.  Further,  the  presence  in  these  waters  of 
fishing  vessels  with  trawls  on  board,  although  not  engaged  in 
fishing,  is  not  allowed,  except  in  certain  specified  circumstances, 
according  to  a  law  which  went  into  force  on  Februar}'  1,  1899. 
(75b)  A  3 
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A  translation  of  the  Trawling  Law  has  already  been  published 
by  the  Board  of  Trade.  Considerable  penalties  may  be  incun-ed 
by  transgressing  this  law. 

These  active  fishermen  are  also  occupied  annually  in  the  cap- 
ture of  whales ;  indeed,  a  whale  hunt  is  a  most  important  event, 
and  on  the  success  of  the  operation  depends  to  a  great  extent 
the  sufficiency  or  deficiency  of  the  meat  supply  of  the  inhabitants. 
It  is  especially  in  the  month  of  August  that  everyone  watches 
anxiously  for  a  sight  of  a  school  of  whales  off  the  coast.  Should 
such  a  school  be  sighted  a  signal  is  hoisted  on  the  boat,  repeated 
by  the  kindling  of  fires  on  land,  and  as  the  thin  columns  of  smoke 
are  seen  to  rise  the  animation  of  the  inhabitants  becomes  general. 
Every  available  boat  is  quickly  manned,  the  women  bring  pro- 
visions, and  in  a  few  momenta  every  able-bodied  man  is  bending 
to  the  oar,  and  hastening  to  the  scene  of  action. 

The  school,  often  numbering  several  hundreds,  is  driven  if 
possible  into  a  shallow  bay,  where  by  skilled  manoeuvring  they 
are  slaughtered  with  knives  and  spears,  or  driven  on  shoi^e,  amid  a 
scene  of  the  wildest  excitement  and  some  danger.  The  whales 
average  from  20  to  30  feet  in  length,  and  in  weight  over  a  ton. 
After  the  butchering  the  meat  is  carefully  divided  among  the 
population  of  the  district  where  the  catch  Qccurred ;  the  Stat«, 
the  Church,  the  widow  and  orphan  are  not  forgotten  in  the  official 
distribution  which  immediately  takes  place. 

Even  in  whaling  steam  now  plays  its  part ;  not  for  capturing 
the  small  whales  just  mentioned,  but  for  the  true  whale,  rich  in 
oil  and  whalebone.  In  1900  the  three  Norwegian  whale  steamers 
brought  some  hundreds  of  these  marine  monsters  to  the  whaling 
stations,  where  the  necessary  boiling  and  refining  apparatus  has 
been  constructed.  There  are  two  of  these  establishments.  No 
Faroe  islaniler  has  as  yet  acquired  a  steamer  for  whaling 
purposes. 

The  sea-fowl  also  occupy  the  time  and  attention  of  the  islander  ; 
they  are  innumerable ;  among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  eider 
and  other  duck,  the  guillemot,  the  auk,  the  puffin,  and  the  kitti- 
wake.  The  "  fowling  (jliffs  '*  are  literally  covered  with  these  birds 
and  their  nests.  A  "  fowling  clifi' "  rises  several  hundred  feet  per- 
pendicularly from  the  sea,  and  faces  invariably  towards  the  west ; 
the  birds  no  doubt  finding  this  the  jiosition  most  suited  to  their 
purposes  as  obtaining  the  benefit  of  the  afternoon  sun.  The 
species  taken  in  the  greatest  numbers  is  the  puffin ;  tens  of 
thousands  are  captured  annually. 

About  24  birds  yield  1  lb.  of  featliers. 

The  average  value  of  exports  from  the  Faroe  Islands  is  calcu- 
lated at  from  60,000/.  to  70,000i  annually,  .of  which  only  5,000/. 
is  classified  as  other  than  "  fish  and  fish  products  "  (cod  liver  oil, 
&c.).  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  the  islanders  themselves  subsist 
almost  entirely  on  products  of  the  sea,  and  the  value  of  this 
element  to  them  is  clearly  demonstrated. 

Owing,  perhaps,  to  their  healthy  open-air  life,  crime  is  almost 
unknown  among  the  population. 
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Excellent  means  of  education  are  carefully  provided  also,  and 
the  schools  are  well  attended  and  seemingly  very  well  conducted. 
The  religion  is  Lutheran.  There  are  41  churches.  The  labourF 
of  the  seven  priests  must,  however,  be  very  arduous  as  they  involve 
much  travel  by  land  and  water. 

The  few  doctors  sufiFer  also  from  the  size  of  their  districts,  Ho»pit»li, 
though  this  is  perhaps  partially  diminished  by  the  well-arranged 
hospitals  established  near  the  doctors'  residences,  wherein  the  sick 
are  carefully  nursed,  and  cleanliness  is  scrupulously  observed. 

Although  much  in  Faroese  life  is  primitive,  cleanliness  con-  Houie*. 
stitutes  one  of  the  chaniis  of  every  house,  however  small  and 
humble.  The  houses  are  of  wood,  mostly  very  small,  coated 
with  a  reddish  tar  and  roofed  with  green  turf,  forming  most 
artistic  pictures  of  delightful  colouring.  Home  life  is  thoroughly 
understood,  and  a  genuine  hospitality  greets  both  the  relative, 
friend  and  traveller.  • 

The  foregoing  part  of  this  report  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  useful 
in  answering  the  general  questions  of  those  who  are  enquiring 
about  the  Faroe  Islands;  it  remains  to  add  certain  specific 
information. 

For  the  benefit  of  sportsmen  there  will  be  found  appended  a  Sport, 
translation  of  the  Game  Act  of  April  23,  1897,  and  of  the  small  Gsme  Aot. 
part  of  the  Fishing  Law  of  April  14,  1893,  which  affects  anglers ;  Fbhing  Law. 
both  of  which  laws  are  at  present  in  force   and   supersede  all 
previous  legislation  of  a  similar  nature. 

A  study  of  the  Game  Act  of  1897  shows  that  foreigners  must 
in  all  cases  obtain  primarily  permission  to  shoot,  as  "  game  rights 
go  with  the  ground/'  On  "  common  land  "  every  owner  or  tenant 
has  equal  right  to  kill  game.  Begulations  controlling  the  exercise 
of  this  right  may  be  (Sec.  1  of  the  Act,  1897)  established  by  the 
commoners. 

The  system  of  laud  tenure  makes  this  right  somewhat  com-  Land  tenuze. 
plicated.  Bound  the  towns  and  villages  there  is  usually  a  limited 
amount  of  cultivated  land,  perhaps  an  acre  or  so  for  each  inhabi- 
tant. This  cultivated  land  is  divided  by  the  laws  and  customs  of 
inheritance  into  narrow  strips.  The  prevailing  system  has 
resulted,  in  the  course  of  years,  in  many  of  these  strips  being 
only  a  few  square  feet  in  measurement.  Most  of  the  land  is  common 
land,  bounded  by  the  village  walls  and  the  sea.  Bight  to  use  the 
common  land  is  proportioned  to  ownership  of  the  cultivated  land. 

A    visitor,     before    carrying    firearms,    should    consult    the  Shooting 
"  Sysselmand,"  an  official  somewhat  corresponding  to  a  justice  of  w«fcriotion». 
the  peace  or  police  magistrate.     Many  regulations,  which  must  be 
ascertained  locally,  have  been  agreed  upon  for  the  protection  of 
the  breeding  places  of  the  innumerable  sea-fowL     Taking  eggs 
and  catching  birds  are  very  important  industries,  and  great  care 
must  be  taken  to  infringe  no  local  regulations,  especially  those 
prohibiting  the  use  of  fire-arms  and  trespassing  within  breeding 
areas  (Sec  14  of  the  Act) ;  particularly  (Sec.  8)  from  March  15  TreepaMinK. 
till  the  end  of  August.     The  protected  area,  as  regards  shooting, 
includes  half-a-mile  at  sea  off-shore,  near  recognised  breeding- 
places. 
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Clotfe  iMtoon. 
Siidi. 


Bgg»- 


Fisbing, 
freshwater. 


Acconmioda- 
tioD  for 
tniTeUers. 


Customs 
tariff. 


Transport. 


Commerce,  de- 
yelopment  of. 


It  may  be  taken  as  a  general  rule  that  during  the  months  in 
which  visitors  are  most  likelv  to  come  to  the  Islands  it  is  the 
close  season  of  the  majority  of  birds  on  land,  and  at  sea  within 
half-a-mile  of  recognised  breeding-places ;  for  starlings  and  all 
other  smaller  land  birds  (Sec.  12),  except  the  snow  bunting,  are 
protected  all  the  year  round;  as  are  also  (Sec.  11)  eider  duck. 
Most  other  kinds  (read  Sec.  12  of  the  Act)  are  protected  from 
March  1  till  September  15.  Ptarmigan  are  protected  provisionally. 
No  shooting  is  allowed  even  near  the  islet  of  Myggenaes  (Sec.  8) 
from  January  25  till  October  25. 

Hares  (Sec.  12)  are  protected  from  February  15  to  the  end  of 
September. 

Gathering  or  buying  eggs  (Sec.  13)  of  protected  birds  is  pro- 
hibited except  under  special  circumstances.  Special  license  is 
granted  for  this,  with  special  regulations  (Sec.  15). 

On  the  other  hand,  under  Law  No.  95  of  Apnl  14,  1893,  regu- 
lating fishing,  the  angler  will  find  himself  practically  unrestricted ; 
he  must,  however,  always  obtain  permission  to  fish,  and  be  willing 
to  pay  a  fee  of  a  few  shillings  to  the  owners  of  riparian  rights  on 
lakes,  streams,  and  brooks.  Trout  (salmo  fario)  have  a  close 
season  from  September  1  to  January  1  in  streams  and  brooks ;  the 
best  fishin*,'  is  in  lakes.  The  artificial  fly  has  so  seldom  been 
thrown  in  Faroese  waters  that  it  is  impossible  to  state  what  size 
fish  may  be  expected  to  fall  victims ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  few 
who  have  hitherto  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  fishing 
speak  in  enthusiastic  terms  of  the  sport  they  have  enjoyed, 
finding  numerous  fish,  some,  they  say,  from  4  up  to  7  lbs.,  all  full 
of  game. 

The  visitor  must  usually  trust  for  accommodation  to  the 
hospitality  of  the  local  clergy  or  merchants.  Those  persons  who, 
by  charging  a  definite  sum  for  bed  and  board,  kindly  save  the 
traveller  the  embarrassment  of  not  knowing  how  to  repay  his  host's 
expenses  usually  ask  3  kr.  (3^.  6d.)  a  day,  a  most  restsonable 
amount  considering  the  comfort,  cleanliness,  and  food  included. 
The  prevalence  of  fog  and  mist  even  when  it  is  not  actually  raining 
make  life  in  a  tent  uncomfort'ible..  The  visitor  must  expect  to 
live  principally  on  fish,  eggs,  milk,  and  poultry;  occasionally 
getting  meat,  fresh  mutton  that  is  good,  and  beef  that  is  very 
poor.  Vegetables  and  fruit  can  be  purchased  in  tins,  as  well  as 
ordinary  groceries. 

There  are  no  customs  ofl&cials  to  molest  one  unless  spirits  are 
imported,  and  then  a  light  duty  must  be  paid.  Smokers  should  bring 
pipe,  tobacco,  cigarettes,  and  wax  matehes ;  also  cigars,  if  they  only 
smoke  expensive  brands. 

Tlie  traveller,  after  arriving  at  the  capital,  Thorshavn,  on  the 
steamer  from  Leith,  can  go  to  the  island  he  may  select  to  visit 
either  in  a  small  steamboat  which  visits  nearly  all  the  ports 
frequently,  or  proceed  in  a  rowboat,  for  a  very  moderate  fee. 

As  regards  the  development  of  commerce,  I  think  that  nets, 
rope  and  sailcloth,  cotton  materials,  ironmongery,  furniture,  coal, 
cutlery,  groceries  and  preserved  meats,  vegetables  and  fruits,  have 
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a  market  worthy  of  more  direct  British  attention.  Agricultural 
implements  and  all  machinery  would  find  no  market  established 
and  no^  demand. 

Trade  would  probably  develop  more  rapidly  if  there  were  more  Mail  vtaamen. 
frequent  communication  with  the  islands.  There  is  no  cable  to 
the  Faroe  Islands,  and  no  telegraphic  wires  there  even.  During 
the  summer  post  may  be  expectedly  fortnightly;  during  the 
winter  several  weeks  pass  without  a  mail  boat  either  leaving  or 
arriving.  Perhaps  some  day  some  of  the  Shetland  steamers  will 
extend  their  line  to  these  islands. 

It  would  also  benefit  British  trade  if  the  parcels  could  be  sent  Pa«J«i  post. 
viS,  Leith  instead  of  vi^  Copenhagen  only  as  at  present.  The  only 
boats  that  carry  parcel  post  to  the  Faroe  Islands  all  touch  at 
Leith,  48  hours  distance  from  Faroe ;  and  yet  parcels  are  sent 
first  to  Copenhagen,  are  transferred  there,  thence  four  days  to 
Leith,  one  day  there,  making  thus  an  additional  journey  from 
the  United  Kingdom  of  several  days.  The  result  often  is  that  an 
order  sent  from  the  Faroe  Islands  to  the  United  Kingdom  fails  to 
reach  the  next  steamer  leaving  Copenhagen,  thereby  necessitating 
a  long  delay  until  the  next  dat«  of  sailing ;  whereas  the  steamer 
that  cannot  be  reached  in  Copenhagen  could  be  easily  overtaken 
at  Leith  if  parcel  post  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  sent,  if  so 
marked,  via  that  port.    Much  transport  could  thus  be  saved. 

A  census  has  been  taken  this  year,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Popnlatioii. 
population.,  which  in  1890  was  12,955,  will  have  increased.    Since 
1860  the  population  has  increased  even  more  rapidly  than  that  of 
Denmark.     The  following  table  is  interesting : — 


Year. 


1801 
1840 
1860 
1880 
1890 


■  • 


Population. 


5,265 

7,314 

8,922 

11,220 

12,965 


Thorshavn,  the  seat  of  Government,  has  about  1,400  inhabitants 
and  is  the  largest  town. 

The  health  of  the  population  is  remarkably  good,  and  it  is  very  Health, 
rarely  that  a  case  of  any  contagious  or  infectious  disease  occui-s. 
The  situation  of  the  islands  with  the  cleansing  waters  of  the 
Atlantic  washing  their  shores,  and  the  winds  that  blow  freely 
between  and  across  them,  the  active  open  air  life  of  the  population, 
and  the  absence  of  large  towns,  are  the  principal  causes  of  this 
immunity  from  ordinary  ills  that  these  felicitous  islanders  enjoy. 

Translation. — Game  Act  of  the  Faroe  Mwnds  of  April  23,  1897. 

Sec.  1.  Game  rights  in  the  Faroe  Islands  go  with  the  ground, 
and  may  not  be  separated  from  it. 

On  common  land,   either  cultivated  or  uncultivated,  every 
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owner  or  tenant  has  equal  rights  to  kill  game.  Further  regula- 
tions concerning  game  may  be  established  by  a  "  Grandestaevne  " 
(public  meeting  of  neighbours  for  regulating  purposes),  where  it 
can  also  be  agreed  that  the  land  held  in  common  may  onl}-  be  shot 
over  in  part  or  not  at  all. 

Sec.  2.  How  the  bird-catching  shall  be  conducted  in  tali^ 
mountains,  or  other  similar  places  where  birds  are  taken,  the  same 
as  regards  "  omanflej  '*  (the  Faroese  method  of  bird-catching 
from  the  top  of  a  cliff*),  depends  upon  what  the  landowners  agree 
upon  at  a  public  meeting  of  neighbours,  while  observing  the  pro- 
visions of  this  law.  Where  no  such  agreement  is  established,  the 
catch,  which  is  earned,  is  shared  after  the  proportionate  value  of 
the  land  of  the  tenant  concerned  ;  in  the  same  proportion  the 
expenses  of  the  catch  are  similarly  shared,  as  well  as  those  for  the 
procuring  and  maintenance  of  the  necessary  implements  for  the 
catch 

In  every  village,  wliere  the  right  to  take  birds  in  nesting  place* 
is  not  regulated  by  the  Court,  or  by  a  legally-registered  and  pub- 
lished document,  or  by  regulations  drawn  up  by  a  public  meeting,, 
the  Sysselmand  (district  judge  and  revenue  officer)  shall  try  to 
initiate  fixed  regulations  as  tu  trame  rights,  effected  either  by  an 
agreement  or  by  a  decision  of  an  agricultural  commission,  which 
regulations  shall  be  legally  registered  and  published,  and  the 
agreement  shall  be  completed,  or  tlie  summons  for  the  commission 
be  taken  out  within  four  years  from  this  law  coming  into  force,, 
but  otherwise  the  right  will  accrue  to  that  one  of  the  vilhxges  ta 
which  the  nesting  place  belongs,  according  to  the  whole  propor- 
tionate value  of  the  land  whether  cultivated  or  uncultivated,, 
either  to  the  possessors  of  the  infield,  if  the  catch  of  sea-fowl  in 
the  village  concerned  is  a  right  l)elonging  to  the  cultivated  land,  or 
to  the  possessors  of  the  uncultivated  land,  if  the  catch  in  question 
in  the  concerned  village  is  assigned  to  the  uncultivated.  This 
regulation  shall  not,  however,  come  into  operation  on  nesting 
places,  which  come  into  existence  after  this  law  goes  into  force. 

Sec.  3.  Game  rights  upon  the  temtory  of  the  Faroe  Islands 
are  within  the  limits  set  by  this  law,  free  for  every  Danish 
subject. 

Sec.  4.  Eight  to  take  rock-fowl  belongs  to  ever}''  inhabitant  of 
the  village  to  which  the  place,  where  the  birds  sit,  belongs,  but  to 
no  one  residing  outside  the  said  district 

Sec.  5.  Bird  cliffs,  tali,  islets,  or  other  similar  places  such  as  eider 
duck  nests,  can  be  proclaimed  preserved  on  the  demand  of  every 
owner  or  occupier,  only,  however,  when  these  places  will  ghe  a  real 
profit,  according  to  the  judgments  of  well-informed  and  impartial 
men  elected  by  the  Court,  which  profit  would  be  deteriorated  if  the 
place  were  not  proclaimed  preserved. 

Sec.  6.  Proclamation  of  preservation  is  made  by  the  Court 
and  takes  place  yearly  at  the  Assembly  which  is  held  according 
to  the  Law  of  Changes  in  the  regulations  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Assembly  in  Faroe  Islands  of  April  1,  1896,  Sec.  3.  Persons 
concerned  who  will  have  one  of  the  places  named  in  Sec.  5  pro- 
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claimed  preserved,  sludl  three  mouths  previous  to  the  Assembly, 
at  which  he  will  demand  surveyors  appointed  by  law,  let  it  be 
published  partly  at  a  parish  meeting  in  the  parish,  whereof  some 
part  lies  within  4  miles  distance  from  the  extreme  boundary  of 
the  concerned  place,  partly  in  the  newspaper  authorised  for  the 
admission  of  legal  publications  in  the  Faroe  Islands,  that  he  will 
brin<T  in  such  a  demand,  and  at  which  Assembly  he  will  do  so. 

The  Judge  (Sorenskiiver,  resident  in  Thorshavn)  is  obliged, 
before  the  appointment  takes  place,  to  announce  during  a  Session 
of  the  Assembly  whom  he  thinks  of  appointing  and  to  invite 
them  to  state  their  verbal  objections  against  their  appointment. 

Everyone  residing  within  that  territory,  who  may  consider 
himself  prejudiced  by  the  opinion  given,  can  demand  a  second 
survey;  however,  the  demand  for  this  must  be  announced 
before  the  Court  has  proclaimed  the  concerned  place  preserved. 
The  Proclamation  of  preservation,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of 
the  surveyors  and  the  re-surveyors,  will  be  undertaken  without 
expense  for  those  concerned. 

Sec.  7.  When  three  yeara  have  passed  after  a  Proclamation  of 
preservation  in  accordance  with  a  re-survey  made  as  in  Sec.  6, 
each  one  of  the  persons,  who  reside  within  the  distance  from  the 
place  mentioned  in  the  said  paragraph,  can  demand  an.  expert 
opinirjn  to  be  taken  as  to  whether  the  same  preservation  shall  be 
continued.  The  person  concerned  has  in  that  case  three  months, 
before  he  demands  of  the  Assembly  that  a  surveyor  may  be 
appointed,  to  let  his  intention  be  announced  either,  when  the 
place  is  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  village,  by  means  of  a 
parish  meeting  and  in  the  newspaper  authorised  for  the  admission 
of  legal  pu])lications  in  the  Faroe  Islands,  or,  when  the  place  is 
the  property  of  a  single  individual,  then  by  process-servers  for  this. 

In  regard  to  the  manner  of  proceeding  with  the  appointment 
of  surveyors,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  a  re-surveyor,  the 
similar  rules  l)efore  written  in  Sec.  6  must  be  observed. 

Should  the  surveyors  or  the  eventual  re-surveyors  decide  that 
the  place  or  a  part  of  the  same  should  not  be  any  longer  preserved, 
the  Court  abolishes  either  the  entire  or  partial  Proclamation  of 
preservation  by  means  of  a  public  announcement  by  the  Assembly 
appointed  in  Sec.  (5,  Para.  I. 

The  appointment  of  the  men  as  well  as  the  repeal  of  the 
Proclamation  of  pi-eservation  is  undertaken  without  expensejfor 
those  concerned. 

Sec.  8.  From  March  15  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  August 
no  one,  whether  owner,  occupier,  or  stranger,  may  shoot  (skydoe) 
at  sea,  within  the  distance  of  half-a-inile  from  a  birds'  clifl*  breeding 
place  that  has  been  proclaimed  preserved,  nor  along  the  shore 
within  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  outside  of  the 
breeding  place,  nor  along  the  shore  within  such  limits  as  are  more 
clearly  marked  as  the  part  declared  preserved.  With  regard  to 
tali  declared  preserved  all  shooting  is  forbidden  during  the  same 
period  within  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  talus, 
and  during  the  whole  year  where  tali  occupied  by  cormorants 
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(Danish,  Skarveiwer ;  Skarr  equals  earho,  I^tin)  are  proclaimed  pre- 
served. 

Likewise,  during  the  period  from  January  25  till  Octol)er  25, 
all  shooting  shall  be  forbidden  near  the  islet  of  Myggenses 
within  the  same  distance  from  the  islet  as  in  the  case  of  birds' 
cliflF  breeding  places  that  have  been  proclaimed  preserved. 

From  May  1  till  the  end  of  the  month  of  August  no  one  may 
shoot  within  the  distance  of  one-eighth  of  a  mile  from  an  eider 
duck  place  that  has  been  proclaimed  preserved.  However,  with- 
out respect  to  the  time  and  distance  from  a  nesting  place  pro- 
claimed preserved,  everyone  is  allowed  within  the  limits  of  the 
ground  belonging  to  him  or  transferred  to  an  occupier  to  shoot 
ravens  (Ravne),  crows  (Krager),  and  other  birds,  injurious  to  eider 
ducks,  provided  that  the  proclaimed  presei'vation  of  other  places 
is  not  thereby  violated. 

Sec.  9.  For  the  catch  of  sea-fowl  it  shall  be  forbidden  to  employ 
either  the  spreading  of  a  net  upon  the  land  or  the  so-ccJled 
"  Omanflej "  (catching  from  the  top  of  a  cliff),  when  that  is 
accompanied  by  a  noise ;  likewise  it  shall  be  altogether  forbidden 
in  breeding  places  to  drive  a  catch  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
birds  are  thereby  caused  to  desert.  "  Catching  from  the  top  of  a 
clifiF"  must  besides  not  be  employed  by  others  than  the  owners  or 
occupiers  of  the  birds'  cliif  breeding  place  in  question. 

Sec.  10.  In  the  period  from  July  1  till  the  end  of  the  month 
of  August  no  one  on  the  Faroe  Islands  may  kill  or  destroy 
on  water  guillemot  (Lonwier,  Danish ;  Vria  Troile,  Latin)  by 
other  means  than  by  pole-net  catching. 

Guillemots*  eggs  may  not  be  taken  oftener  than  once  a  year 
from  the  same  place  in  a  bird-bree(iing  place  and  not  after 
June  8. 

Sec.  11.  No  one  may  on  any  part  of  the  Faroe  Islands  kill  or 
destroy  eider  ducks  on  land  or  water  in  any  manner  whatso- 
ever. No  stranger  may  collect  eider  ducks'  eggs  or  down. 
Besides,  no  one,  even  those  who  otherwise  have  a  right  to  take 
up  eider  ducks'  eggs,  may  be  considered  entitled  to  take  them 
up  for  other  use  than  for  hatching,  (^hanges  in  this  provision  can 
}ye  made  by  Boyal  Decree. 

Sec.  12.  On  connnon  as  well  as  on  private  land  it  is  for- 
bidden during  the  period  from  March  1  till  September  15  inclusive 
to  catch  or  kill : — 


Latin. 

Dauiflh. 

Faroese. 

English. 

HoBiuat'Opiis  08tralagu9 

Strand  ffikadon 

Tjaldrio 

Oyster  catcher 

Numenius  phteopus 

Regnspojeu 

Spdgvin 

Whinibrel,  curlew 

CharadriuB  pluviali.*; 

Brokfuglen 
(or)  hjoileii 

IxSgnn 

Plover 

Scolopax 

Bekka^inen 

Mirisnipau 

Snipe 

Stoma 

Ternen 

Teduan 

Seoswallow,  tern 

Larii6  fusoiu 

Sildemaagen 

Likkan 

Herring  gull 

Puffiaus  angloriun 

Skrotep 

Skrapuriii 

Shearwater 
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and  also  during  the  period  from  February  15th  till  the  end  of  the 
month  of  September  to  catch  or  kill  hares. 

Starlings,  and  other  land  birds  which  are  smaller  than  starlings, 
with  tlie  exception  of  the  snow  bunting  (Sneapurven,  Danish  ; 
SnjdfugluHn,  Faroese ;  JEmberiza  nivalis,  LeLtin),  are  protected  all 
the  year  round. 

All  and  every  owner  of  bii*ds  mentioned  in  this  paragraph  are 
forbidden  to  destroy,  or  to  take  away,  or  to  collect  either  their 
eggs  or  young.  However,  persons  with  game  privileges  may  take 
the  young  of  shearwaters  {Skrofen,  Danish). 

Sec.  13.  All  offering  for  sale  and  buying  of  eggs  of  eider  duck, 
and  of  the  birds  mentioned  in  Sec.  12,  para.  II  of  this  law,  and 
also  of  the  eggs  of  all  the  protected  birds  is  forbidden.  From 
eight  days  after  the  beginning  of  the  period  of  protection  fixed  in 
Sec.  12,  para.  I,  until  two  days  after  its  termination  shall  this 
prohibition  be  also  applicable  to  the  biids  mentioned,  and  also  to 
hares. 

The  purchaser,  however,  shall  not  be  held  responsible  when  he 
can  point  out  the  seller. 

Sec.  14.  No  stranger  may  with  fire-arms  pass  over  uncultivated 
land,  where  he  has  not  obtained  shooting  rights,  off  the  regular 
road,  no  more  than  may  he,  without  permission,  take  therefrom 
game  of  any  kind  which  he  has  shot  upon  his  own  shooting 
property. 

All  strangers  are  forbidden  to  go  on  to  the  bird-breeding 
places  mentioned  in  this  law. 

Sec.  15.  The  Ministry  of  Justice  shall  be  authorised,  with  the 
consent  of  the 'owners  concerned  in  the  interest  of  natural  history 
collections,  to  grant  exemption  from  the  provisions  in  Sees.  11 
and  12,  which  exemption,  however,  can  only  be  given  to  persons 
individually,  and  for  a  limited  time. 

Sec.  16.  In  so  far  as  ptarmigan  may  be  successfully  trans- 
ported to  the  Faroe  Islands,  it  shall  provisionally  be  forbidden  to 
catch  or  kill  them,  after  which,  with  a  Royal  Decree,  it  can 
further  be  determined  how  the  protection  of  that  bird  will  be 
dealt  with. 

Likewise,  the  provisions  for  protection  can  be  given  by  a  Royal 
Decree  for  other  new  game  which  may  be  introduced  or  come 
upon  the  islands. 

Sec.  17.  This  section  determines  the  amount  of  tines  imposed 
for  infractions  of  the  law,  and  concludes  by  stating  that  the 
punishment  for  a  third  offence  includes  the  confiscation  of  fire- 
arms. 

Sec.  18.  Fines  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  local  poor  relief 
funds  of  the  community. 

Sec.  19.  Explains  the  treatment  of  offenders  who  have  not 
obtained  their  majority ;  children  may  be  flogged,  receiving  15 
strokes  with  a  birch  rod. 

Sec.  20.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  persons,  who,  as  pilots  or  ex- 
perts, guide  ships  coming  from  abroad  into  a  harbour,  or  who  pilot 
them  from  one  harbour  to  another,  to  inform  tbe  master  of  the 
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ship  as  to  what  places  iu  the  waters  iu  whicli  the  ship  is  sailing 
are  proclaimed  preserved,  as  well  as  to  the  existing  prohibition  to 
shoot  within  a  determined  distance  from  the  same.  Should  the 
pilot  have  neglected  to  do  this,  he  and  not  the  master  of  the  ship 
shall  be  punished  for  trangression  of  the  said  prohibition  which 
the  master  of  the  ship  may  commit  before  the  pilot  has  been  dis- 
charged from  the  ship. 

Sec.  21.  This  section  explains  how  cases  are  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  police  court.  Persons  whose  rights  are  infringed  have 
the  right  to  complain. 

Complaints  arising  from  this  law  cannot  ]ye  lodged  when  a  year 
has  passed  since  the  offence  was  committed. 

Sec.  22  repeals  all  previous  legislation  of  a  similar  nature, 
and  brings  this  law^  into  force  on  July  1,  1897. 

Dated,  signed,  &c.,  April  23,  1897. 


Translation. — Fishiiig  Lata  for  ihr  Faroe  Islands. 

Law  :N'o.  95  of  April  14,  1893. 

(Translation  of  that  portion  of  the  law  wliich  may  affect  anglers.) 

We,  Christian  IX,  King  of  Denmark,  &c.,  &c.,  ha^'e  ratified  the 
following  law : — 

Sec.  1.  In  streams  and  brooks,  as  well  as  iu  50  fathoms 
beyond  their  outlet  on  the  coast,  it  shall  be  forbidden,  provided 
that  the  catching  is  not  evidently  to  supply  a  hatching  estab- 
lishment with  fecundated  spawn  or  for  scientific  purposes,  in  any 
manner  whatsoever  to  catch  or  capture  ("  orreder  eller  foreller ") 
trout  (salmo  fario)  from  September  1  to  January  1. 

Where  the  said  fish  resort  to  stream  or  brook,  the  owners 
of  the  lot  of  ground,  as  well  as  others,  are  forbidden  to 
damage  the  banks  or  to  dig  it  away  so  that  the  hiding  places  of 
the  fish  or  breeding  ground  be  thereby  disturbed.  This  provision, 
however,  does  not  apply  where  those  lawfully  concerned  dig  away 
the  bank  in  order  to  drain  off  injurious  water  from  the  ground, 
or  for  other  similar  necessary  purpose. 

No  person  may  stretch  a  net  or  put  dams  or  other  fixed  fishing 
contrivances  in  a  stream  in  such  a  manner  that  the  fish  cannot 
pass  it,  and  in  eveiy  case  no  further  out  than  to  the  middle 
of  the  current  of  the  stream. 

Nets  or  fishing  contrivances  put  from  both  banks,  whether 
straight  over  from  one  to  the  other,  or  at  a  shorter  distance  from 
each  other  than  20  al  (about  40  feet),  may,  however,  neither  of 
them  be  brought  nearer  to  the  midstream  line  than  that  there 
should  be  in  the  middle  of  the  current  of  water  an  open  space  of 
3  al  (6  feet),  or,  provided  that  the  current  of  water  is  not  9  al 
18  feet)  broad,  of  at  least  one-third  of  its  breadth. 

No  one  may  use  a  net  in  lakes,  streams,  or  estuaries  which,  in 
a  wet  condition,  have  a  smaller  size  of  mesh  than  1^  inches  from 
knot  to  knot. 
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All  catching  of  trout  with  a  net,  seine,  or  similar  fishing 
tackle  in  lakes,  streams,  or  within  50  fathoms  of  their  outlet  on 
the  coast,  shall  be  forbidden  for  a  space  of  five  years  from  this 
law  coming  into  operation. 

The  provisions  in  this  paragraph  shall  not,  however,  be  a 
hindrance  to  seine  casting  for  coal  fish  (gadus  virens)  or  herring. 
Should  there  with  such  casting  be  found  trout  in  the  places  or 
within  such  times  as  are  mentioned  in  Sees.  1  and  6  of  this 
paragraph,  they  must  be  set  free  again,  provided  they  are 
living  and  the  circumstances  in  other  respects  permit  it. 

Sec.  7  arranges  for  the  Sysselmand  to  settle  disputes 

Sec.  14  Transgressions  of  the  provisions  of  this  law  are 
punished  with  fines  of  from  5  to  200  Tcr.,*  which  fall  to  the 
share  of  the  community  concerned. 

Sec.  15.  Cases  of  fine  in  conseq^uence  of  this  law  are  treated 
as  State  police  cases. 

*  18  kroner  »  i;.  sterling. 
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Report  on  the  Trade  and  Affrimdture  of  Denmark  for  the  Year  1900 
by  Captain  Boyle,  H.M.  CovmlI  at  Copenhagen 

(Received  at  Foreign  Office,  May  16, 1901.) 

The  year  1900  has  been  a  fairly  'good  and  prosperous  Introductory, 
one  for  Denmark.  Financially  speaking,  the  money  market 
has  been  under  continued  pressure,  which  was  the  same  in 
most  countries,  caused  by  the  war  in  South  Africa  and  diffi- 
culties in  the  Far  East.  The  increased  demand  in  tonnage 
for  transport  of  troops  raised  freights,  and  Danish  shipping 
benefited  considerably.  The  crop  was  fairly  good,  and  the  export 
of  Danish  agricultural  products  was  very  satisfactory  and 
profitable  (vide  remarks  on  agriculture  later  on).  Danish  indus- 
tries have  been  somewhat  hindered.  Several  raw  materials 
increased  considerably  in  price,  especially  coal,  and  besides  this 
there  were  labour  disputes  and  strong  and  increasing  competition 
from  abroad.  The  trade  of  the  country  was  large,  and  had  an 
upward  tendency,  but  it  also  had  difficulties,  on  6U3count  of  the 
unsteady  market,  high  freights,  and  increased  risks.  The  annexed 
Table  B  gives  the  figures  for  imports  and  exports,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  imports  were  23,021,555/.,  whilst  the  exports  were 
15,567,223/.,  and  accordingly  there  is  a  balance  of  7,454,332/. 
against  Denmark. 

This  difference  is  somewhat  higher  than  it  has  been  during  the 
last  few  years,  viz. : — 


Year. 


18d9 

1898* 

1897.!     !!     !!     !!     !!     \.\     4,580,000 


Value. 


£ 

7,200,000 

7.160.000 


This  balance  accordingly  increased  from  1899  to  1900  by 
231,000/.  The  profit  on  exports  increased  by  about  555,600/. 
from  1899,  but  the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  increased  even 
more,  viz.,  by  about  805,000/.  Danish  economists  take,  I 
consider,  rather  too  anxious  a  view  as  to  this  increasing  differ- 
ence, although  they  are  well  aware  that  this  trade  balance  is 
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not  identical  with  a  balance  on  income  and  expenses  of  the 
country.  To  the  income  obtained  from  exported  goods  there 
must  be  added  the  profit  arising  on  Danish  shipping  I'rom  Danish 
ports  to  foreign  ports  and  between  foreign  ports,  on  the  large 
transit  business,  and  further,  the  interest  on  Danish  capital 
invested  in  foreign  bonds.  By  this,  the  figures  on  the  income  side 
are  considerably  larger,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  same  on 
the  side  of  expenses  are  also  somewhat  increased,  so  that 
the  country  has  had  to  pay  interest  and  also  part  payment  on 
Danish  bonds  which  had  been  sold  abroad.  About  11,100,000/.  of 
Danish  bonds  have  been  sold  out  of  the  country  since  1891.  It 
is  impossible  to  show  a  perfect  account  current  showing  exact 
details  of  income  and  expenditure,  and  although  the  country 
appears  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  the  difference  I  mention 
of  7,454,332Z.  in  the  trade  with  foreign  countries  is  noticeably 
large.  I  may  mention  that  the  increase  in  imports  is  especially 
that  of  raw  materials,  machinery,  &c.,  so  that  there  is  very  good 
reason  for  believing  that  the  difference  between  imports  and 
exports  will  show  a  decrease  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

In  annexed  Table  A  are  to  be  found  the  figures  for  import  of 
the  principal  articles  of  consumption.  For  a  good  many,  such  as 
coffee,  sugar,  salt,  dried  fruits,  and  salted  fish;  there  is  an  increase. 
The  import  of  foreign  cigars  has  again  gone  up  (28,000,000  in 
1900  as  against  21,000,000  in  1899).  There  was  a  serious  strike 
in  this  trade  ii)i  1900,  and  the  wages  have  now  become  so  high  ihat 
the  home-made  produce,  in  spite  of  protection,  cannot  compete 
with  the  foreign,  especially  German  cigars.  I  may  mention  that 
there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  tobacco  from  the  United 
Kingdom  and  cigarettes.  All  the  weU-known  houses  in  the 
United  Kingdom  are  represented,  and  have  their  agents,  and  it  is 
an  undoubted  fact  that  the  trade  would  become  much  larger  if 
manufacturers  would  deal  direct  with  Denmark,  and  not  through 
a  general  agent  in  Hamburg.  There  are  all  facilities  for  doing  a 
prosperous  and  direct  trade  with  Denmark,  and  at  no  increased 
risk.  This  is  not  the  case  only  as  regards  tobacco,  but  with  many 
other  British  manufactures.  Another  advantage  in  direct  dealing 
is  that  those  interested  in  the  United  Kingdom  would  be  able  to 
see  how  much  of  their  goods  are  sold  in  the  various  foreign 
countries,  while  by  transacting  business  through  Hamburg  they 
are  unable  to  ascertain  where  the  goods  finally  find  a  market. 

The  consumption  of  petroleum  has  decreased  somewhat,  and 
the  reason  of  this  is  that  electric  light  has  taken  its  place,  and  is 
being  used  more  and  more,  especially  for  cooking,  &a,  combined 
with  gas.  The  import  figure  is  much  less  than  in  1899  (988,700 
cwts.  against  1,270,000  cwts.),  but  this  is  on  account  of  a  great  deal 
of  petroleum  which  now  goes  direct  from  America  to  Sweden  and 
Norway,  which  formerly  came  to  Copenhagen  in  transit  to  these 
countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  import  of  certain  agricultural 
products : — 


DENMARK. 


Quantity. 


Articles. 


Imported. 


Cheese   .. 

Lard 

Oleo-margarine. .         •  • 
Baoon,  meat,  sautuges,  &c. 


Owts. 

22,000 
268,000 
167,700 
186,800 


Consumed 
in  Country. 


Cvfts. 

21,400 
184,900 
155,200 

80,200 


Value. 


70,000 
350,444 
306,100 
162,000 


The  import  of  all  these  articles  has  increased,  especially  lard, 
used  for  manufacture  of  margarine,  and  this  is  due  to  the  largest 
margarine  manufactory  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,  hence 
an  extra  import  of  lard  and  similar  goods  was  necessary. 

On  account  of   high  prices  the  import  of  coals   was  only  OoaU. 
2,089,000  tons,  which  is  46,000  tons  less  than  in  1899,  when  the 
import  was  2,135,000  tons.    The  amount  paid  in  1900  was,  how- 
ever, 444,000/.  more  than  was  paid  in  1899. 

Coke  from  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  38,000  tons  (in  Ooke. 
1899  it  was  25,000  tons).    A  great  quantity  is  now  exported  from 
Germany  (Westphalia). 

The  import  of  dry  goods   and  woollen    yarn    has    slightly  I>i7  goodi, 
increased  during  1900,  but  that  of  cotton  yarn  decreases  year 
by  year,  spinning  mills  being  continuously  established  in  Denmark, 
which  increase  their  production  annually. 

Only  the  import  of  iron  rails  has  gone  up^  during  1900.  It  Metal  goocU. 
amounted  to  12,565  tons,  against  9,070  tons  in  1899.  Other  iron 
and  steel  goods  show  a  considerable  decrease.  The  import  of  pig- 
iron  was  39,220  tons  (5,715  tons  less  than  in  1899).  Steel,  cast- 
iron,  plates,  and  nails  all  decreased  in  the  same  proportion. 
Heavy  forged  and  cast-iron  goods,  such  as  iron  pipes,  anchors, 
chains,  &c.,  amounted  to  24,040  tons,  or  4,950  tons  less  than  in 
1899.  Goods  made  of  brass,  bronze,  zinc,  &c.,  were  about  the  same 
as  in  1899,  and  the  reason  for  all  this  decrease  is  said  to  be 
entirely  due  to  the  difficulties  and  dull  market  which  have  arisen 
in  the  iron  and  machinery  industries. 

The  import    of    bricks   and    tiles    according   to   commercial  Bricks  and 
statistics  was   60,000,000    pieces,  wliich   shows    an  increase   of**^®*- 
8,000,000  over  that  for  1899. 

Timber,  wood,  hides,  skins,  paper,  and  glass  goods  show  about  Timber,  wood, 
the  same  import  as  in  former  years,  and,  speaking  in  a  general  way,  *®- 
industries  in  Denmark  during  1900  have  sutiered  on  account  of 
the  expense  of  production  being  high  and  competition  from  foreign 
countries  strong. 

The  value  of  imports  as  regards  ships  amounts  to  278,000/.,  Shipa. 
about  one-half  of  what  it  was  in  1899  (655,000/.).  The  Danish 
mercantile  navy  shows  an  increase  of  nine  steamers  of  16,000 
register  tons  (1899,  22  steamers,  47,200  registered  tons),  but 
none  of  these  steamers  were  built  in  the  country.  For  foreign 
account  130,000/.  (in  1899,  117,000/.)  was  expended. 
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As  has  been  the  case  during  the  last  three  years,  a  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  maize  has  been  imported  although  not  so 
much  as  during  the  few  preceding  years : — 


Year. 


1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 


Quantity. 


Tom. 
608,040 
467,285 
514,875 
485,850 


Bran  and 
oilcake. 

Import  of 
butter  £rom 
Biiada.| 


Ezportf. 


The  maize  consisted  almost  entirely  of  mixed  North  American 
grain.  This  flat  maize  is  greatly  preferred  in  Denmark  to  the 
round,  which  comes  from  Argentina  and  Black  Sea,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  import  to  Denmark  is  from  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, and  New  Orleans.  I  may  mention  that  during  1900  a 
large  quantity  came  vi4  Germany,  especially  by  Hamburg.  This 
indirect  import  amounted  to  about  101,500  tons,  or  about  23  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  import  (in  1899,  14  per  cent.).  Formerly 
Denmark  imported  all  its  maize  direct,  and  a  large  amoimt  was 
re-exported  to  Sweden  and  Norway,  the  German  Baltic  ports,  and 
even  to  Hamburg  from  Copenhagen.  From  what  I  can  gather,  it 
appears  that  the  charges  for  discharging  and  reloading  at  the  Free 
Port  of  Copenhagen  have  been  too  high.  At  Hamburg  they  were 
only  half  as  high,  and  at  several  of  the  Danish  provincial 
ports,  especially  Aarhus,  they  were  cheaper  than  at  Copen- 
hagen. However,  on  November  1, 1900,  the  Free  Port  authorities 
issued  tables  of  new  rates,  especially  as  regarding  reloading 
charges,  so  that  at  present  they  are  similar  to  provincisJ  ports  and 
Hamburg.  Freight  is  also  cheaper  from  North  America  to  Ham- 
burg than  to  Copenhagen.  The  regular  liners  to  Hamburg  always 
ship  maize  as  part  cargo  at  a  very  low  freight  when  they  are 
imable  to  obtain  sufficient  general  cargo.  The  United  Steam- 
ship Company  here  are  now  building  a  steamer  of  about  10,000 
tons,  which  is  to  run  regularly  between  New  York  and  Copen- 
hagen, and  as  return  cargo  will  take  maize  and  other  feeding- 
stuffs. 

Bran  was  imported  to  the  amount  of  63,900  tons  (in  1899, 
72,215  tons),  and  oQ-cake,  212,710  tons  (in  1899, 185,120  tons). 

Considerable  quantities  of  Eussian  and  Siberian  butter  are 
imported  to  Copenhagen,  and  it  increases  year  by  year.  In  1900 
it  amounted  to  275,000  cwts.,  which  is  100,000  cwts.  more  than  in 
1899.  Since  the  Siberian  Eailway  has  been  opened,  Copenhagen 
has  become  a  centre  for  this  trade,  and  distribution  of  Bussian 
butter  to  England,  Germany,  and  for  home  consumption  in 
Denmark,  and  is  entirely  due  to  Danish  enterprise.  Many 
Danish  dairymen  have  gone  to  Siberia,  but  the  colouring  matter, 
salt,  and  casks  are  mostly  Danish. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  in  1900  amoimted  to  15,567,223/., 
a  little  more  than  1899  when  it  was  15,000,000/. 
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The  export  of  butter  reached  1,531,00&  cwts.,  which  is  an  Export  of 
increase  of  about  95,000  cwts.  from  1899  when  the  total  export  butter, 
was  1,436,500  cwts.  In  tins  36,200  cwts.  was  exported,  all  the 
rest  was  in  casks.  Danish  produce  under  this  head  was 
1,189,300  cwts.,  and  this  figure  is  about  the  same  as  1899  when.it 
was  1,188,200  cwts.  It  appears  as  if  the  butter  production  has 
reached  the  highest  limit  and  can  scarcely  increase  in  the  future, 
but  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  there  was  a  long  and 
continuous  drought  in  1899  and  a  want  of  grass  in  1900,  so  that 
perhaps  it  may  be  possible,  under  very  favourable  circumstances 
to  still  increase  the  production.  As  usual,  the  greatest  amount  of 
Danish  butter  exported  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  viz., 
1,475,000  cwts.  out  of  a  total  of  1,530,000  cwts. 

During  the  summer  of  1900  the  export  of  butter  was  most 
flourishing,  and  one  of  the  principal  reasons  wfis,  that  there  was 
a  considerable  decrease  in  the  supplies  from  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  on  account  of  cheese  being  manufactured  in  large 
quantities.  The  trade  in  preserved  butter  has  not  increased  from 
1899,  and  the  export  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  about  the 
same,  namely,  36,000  cwts.  This  was  partly  due  to  butter  prices 
being  high  during  the  packing  season,  about  Id.  per  lb.  more  than 
in  1899,  and  under  these  circumstances  it  is  impossible  for 
Denmark  to  compete  in  the  Transatlantic  markets  with  Australian 
butter. 

The  home  consumption  of  margarine  from  April  1,  1899,  to  MArgmriDe. 
March  31,  1900,  was  366,168  cwts.,  against  322,411  cwts.  the  year 
before.  The  increase  was  accordingly  43,757  cwts.  according  to 
the  latest  statistics.  The  consumption  of  butter  in  Denmark 
shows  a  decrease  of  about  10,000  cwts.,  and  this  is  caused  by 
bakers  and  biscuit  manufacturers  using  more  margarine  year  by 
year.  The  total  production  in  Denmark  was  325,309  cwts.  There 
are  at  present  17  margarine  manufactories  in  Denmark.  The 
total  imports  amounted  to  40,859  cwts.,  which  came  chiefly  from 
Norway,  Grermany,  and  Holland. 

The  following  table   shows   the   statistics   for   spirits,  beer.  Production 
beet  sugar,  and  margarine  controlled  by  the  Government,  the  most  oC  spiritt, 
noticeable  are  those  for  margarine.     The  figures  for  spirits  and  ^^^^*  ^•^ 
taxed  beer  are  somewhat  less  than  for  those  in  1899,  but  the  pro-  J^lSgiiSe. 
duction  of  untaxed  beer  has  somewhat  increased.    The  output  of 
beet-sugar  was  considerably  larger  than  during  1898-99,  and  this 
waa  due  to  the  fine  crop  of  beet 
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Import  of 
wliidky,  Ac. 


SpiriU 

Beer. 

Beet 
Sugar. 

Taxed 

Untaxed 

Yew.. 

(14*8  tmder 

Amount  of 

Amount  of 

Margarine. 

proof). 

Spirit  being 

Spirit  being 

oyer 

under 

2i  Per  Cent. 

2i  Per  Cent. 

of  Weight. 

of  Weight. 

GhJlont. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

Cwts. 

Cwts. 

1893 

7,176,290 

16,021,717 

26.637,457 

544,709 

163,128 

1894 

6,894,557 

17,025,180 

27,304,544 

748,193 

167,798 

1895 

7,018,616 

17,785,091 

27,629,779 

887,992 

155,048 

1896 

7,389,639 

19,589.674 

28,725,196 

883,036 

161,688 

1897 

7,117,019 

20,601,368 

29,936,758 

966,877 

190,942  * 

1898 

6,973,855 

21,141,532 

30,177.762 

712.713 

237,706 

1899 

7,442,365 

22,451,655 

32,392,913 

796,677 

279,825 

1900 

7,035,949 

21,948,157 

32,671,922 

1,009,454 

325,309 

Formerly  the  only  spirit  consumed  in  Denmark,  besides  the 
spirit  of  the  country  called  "  Aqua  vit,"  was  cognac,  either  the 
genuine  article  from  the  Charente  district  or  Danish  imitations, 
but  about  10  or  12  years  ago  Scotch  whisky  began  to  be  imported 
as  a  stimulant  for  ordinary  consumption  rather  than  as  a 
curiosity,  as  it  had  been  previously  known,  but  since  then  its 
consumption  and  popularity  has  increased  enormously.  The 
difference  in  price  between  whisky  and  aqua  vit,  great  as  it  is, 
seems  no  bar  to  the  increasing  side  of  the  former,  and  a  quart 
bottle  of  aqua  vit  can  be  purchased  retail  in  Denmark  from  4f  rf.  to 
7|rf.,  the  latter  being  the  best  brand  in  the  market.  It  must  be 
noted  that  the  iSrst-named  price  is  less  than  the  mere  duty  payable 
per  bottle  on  imported  whisky  in  bottles,  exclusive  of  the  freight 
and  the  cost  in  bond  in  the  IJnited  Kingdom.  It  should,  there- 
fore, be  the  endeavour  of  whisky  blenders  and  shippers  to  maintain 
as  high  a  standard  of  quality  as  possible,  unless  they  wish  to  force 
upon  Danish  consumers  the  impression  that  their  own  country 
spirit  is  just  as  good  in  quality  as  whisky,  at  a  quarter  of  the  cost, 
Denmark  should  not  be  looked  upon  as  a  country  where  any  kind 
of  whisky  is  good  enough,  which  purchasers  are  allowed  to  dispose 
of  under  the  labels  of  shippers  with  little  or  no  control,  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that  Scotch  and  English  blenders  would  be  surprised 
as  to  the  quality  of  spirit  which  is  sold  as  theirs. 

The  following  figures  show  the  imports  of  Scotch  whisky 
during  the  last  few  years : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1894        

1896        

1896        

1897  ..         

1898        

1899        

Ghillons. 
16,275 
20,813 
21,598 
24,508 
34,413 
42,845 

£ 

6,410 

7,319 

8,314 

10,556 

13,401 

16,440 
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Irish  whisky  is  practicaUy  unknown  because  only  Scotch  finns 
send  travellers  to  Denmark.  Great  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
distinguishing  "  original  bottling  "  from  whisky  imported  in  cask 
and  bottled  here,  with  labels,  capsules  and  corks  supplied  by 
shippers  which  are  practically  the  same  as  those  on  original 
bottles.  This  opens  the  door  to  great  abuse  by  bottlers,  who  often 
add  spirit  of  the  country  and  reduce  the  strength.  I  would 
recommend  the  adoption  for  whisky  bottled  here  of  labels  of  the 
same  pattern  and  bearing  the  same  trade  mark,  but  of  a  different 
colour  or  crossed  in  bold  letters,  like  a  cheque,  with  a  distinct  and 
plain  superscription  "  bottled  in  Denmark,''  so  that  all  consumers 
can  at  once  see  and  note  the  difference,  or  perhaps  better  still  have 
entirely  different  labels  for  original  bottling  and  that  from  cask  like 
well-known  brandy  shippers  (Martells  and  Hennessey).  Too  many 
labels  are  sent  with  a  cask  of  whisky,  and  a  further  abuse  arises 
from  the  refilling  of  bottles,  on  wMch  the  label  has  remained 
unsoiled.  I  am  informed  that  some  of  the  cheaper  firms  keep  a 
collection  of  labels  and  supply  any  number  of  different  whiskies 
out  of  the  same  cask.  It  only  requires  care  and  attention  to  stop 
this  abuse,  and  a  more  careful  control  in  bottling  whisky  shipped 
in  casks. 

The  British  Vice-Consul  sends  the  following  information  Port  of 
regarding  the  port  of  Aarhus,  and  some  statistics  as  to  exports '^•'^^• 
and  imports  during  1900. 

The  harbour  is  bein^  gradually  deepened  and  very  soon  a 
depth  of  23  feet  will  be  obtained.  Increased  warehouse  accommo- 
dation is  contemplated.  The  harbour  dues  are  most  moderate  in 
comparison  with  other  Danish  ports,  and  everything  is  being  done 
to  help  ship-owners,  and  great  attention  is  being  psdd  to  the 
clearing  of  vessels.  Trade  in  every  department  is  flourishing,  and 
the  increase  of  its  population  from  34,000  in  1890  to  52,000  at  the 
present  time  may  also  be  said  to  be  a  sign  of  prosperity. 

The  following  tables  show  the  different  exports  and  imports 
from  Aarhus  for  1900 : — 


Exports  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Year  1900. 


Artiolet. 

Scores           •  • 
Number 
Tons  .. 

„      •  • 

„      •  •         • . 

Quantity. 

Eggs       

Oatfcle 

Bacon     • 

Barley,  rye,  wheat,  &o 

Old  iron 

Butter 

4,468,900 
5,810 
1,220 
1,740 
1,810 
4,200 
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Imports  from  Foreign  Countriijs  during  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 


MsBures,  superphotphatet,  &o. 

Bran 

Oil-cake  ..         •• 

Spirits,  wines     .. 

Ghlass  goods        .  • 

Coffee      . . 

Coals  and  ooke  . . 

Oils,  petroleum,  ^. 

Salt,  &c,  •  •         •  • 

Bioe 

Sugar,  syrup,  &c. 

Wood,  timber    . . 

Barlej,  oats,  rye,  Ac. 

joLause  •  • 

Ground  com 


Tons    . 

»»    •• 

»»    •• 
Ghdlons 

Tons  .. 

i»  •• 

tt  •• 

>»  •• 

i»  •• 

»»  •• 

>i 
Cubic  feet 

Tons  . . 

»i     •• 

»» 


Quantity. 


10,200 

5.900 

63,000 

7,800 

260 

425 

170,000 

10,400 

1,600 

806 

485 

8,101,836 

18,600 

89,000 

8,000 


Tonnage  of 


The  register  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  during  1900  was 
531,848  tons,  of  which  20  per  cent,  was  British.  Of  these 
318^36  tons  were  made  up  by  vessels  (principally  Danish) 
coming  from  Danish  ports,  and  of  the  remaining  tonnage,  213,612 
tons  (foreign  trade),  about  50  per  cent,  were  British. 

The  following  tables  show  the  various  imports  and  exports 
to  and  from  the  port  of  Esbjerg  for  1900,  which  have  been 
compiled  by  the  British  Vice-Consul  at  that  port. 


InuKMrta  to 
'Eahjerg 
dnnng  1900, 


Imports. 


Articles. 


Artificial  manures 
Bran        . .  . » 

Oil'Cake  ..         .. 
Com 

„    ground 
Oleo-margarine  . . 
Margarine 
Salt  and  rook  salt 
Coal 
Coke 


Bioe 

Sugar 

Coffee 

Timber 

Oils,  petroleum,  &o. 

Manufactures,  glass,  &o. 


Lbs.  •• 


t> 

tt 
ft 
It 


»>      •  • 
Tons  .. 

i»    •• 
Lbs.   .. 


it    •  • 
Cubic  feet 

Lbs. 


•  • 


}> 


Quantity. 


12,107,412 

2,408,090 

24,157,747 

48,567,697 

6,479,980 

460,281 

695,881 

8,641359 

78,188 

527 

121,415 

202,870 

187,890 

87,106 

^,020,760 

54,854 
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Artidefl. 

Lbs*  >  •          « > 

Qaantitj. 

Pork        

112,061,842 
12,402,343 

Meat 

»>     •  • 

•  • 

Butter 

t*     •• 

47,449,782 

Bggs        

Hides  and  skins. 

Scores 

6,126,878 

Lbs.   .. 

767,756 

Fish        

M         •  • 

4,802,542 

Milk  and  oream . . 

» 

110,157 

Bags  and  bones 

>l        •• 

814,463 

Gk^ase    ••         ..         •• 

»         •• 

886,988 

Sheep  and  lambs           . .         •  • 

Number 

1,858 

Cattle 

ft 

16,454 

Sorses    •  •         •  •                   ■  • 

it 

37 

The  Anglo-Scandinavian  Import  and  Export  Association  is  not  The  Anglo- 
an  independent  trading  concern  and  does  not  buy  nor  sell,  except  Scandhiamn 
for  the  account  of  others,  and  was   started  in   October,  1900.  Export 
They  state  that  many  firms  offer  to  supply  them  with  goods,  but  Association, 
that  to  import  and  re-sell  goods  for  their  own  account  would  only 
prejudice  them  in  the  eyes  of  importing  merchants,  who  would 
sooner  or  later  look  upon  them  as  competitors  and  rivals  in 
business.      Their  chief  object  is  to  be  able  to  perform  all  the 
offices  of  a  commercial  traveller,  but  more  efficiently  and  expe- 
ditiously than  a  representative  sent  out  from  the  United  King- 
dom and  at  a  much  cheaper  cost.    There  is  no  doubt  that  British 
manufacturers  might  do  a  far  larger  trade  with  Scandinavia  than 
at  present,  but  it  is  ridiculous  to  expect  that  British  exporters 
will  get  a  fair  share  of  the  Danish  trade  if  they  take  no  trouble  to 
secure  it.    The  Dane  cannot  be  expected  to  go  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  search  of  the  goods  he  wants,  when  Germans  bring 
samples  of  them  to  his  door.      Could  anything  possibly  be  more 
striking  than  the  following  official  record  of  commercial  travellers 
coming  to  Denmark:— 


Nationality. 

Year* 

German. 

British. 

1890 

860 

66 

1891 

870 

66 

1892 

880 

72 

1898 

882 

66 

1894 

884 

77 

1893 

927 

75 

1896 

967 

84 

1897 

1,048 

72 

1898 

1,076 

98 

1899 

1,096 

95 

Maity  German  firms  offer  and  invoice  goods  to  Denmark  in 
the  local  currency,  weights,  or  measurements,  duty  paid,  and 
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delivered  to  customer's  warehouses,  but  the  Association  say  that 
hitherto  they  have  found  it  hopeless  to  induce  British  firms  to  adopt 
the  same  course,  and  that  all  they  can  do  is  to  attach  to  each  catalogue 
a  printed  or  typed  inset  enabling  buyers  to  see  at  a  glance  the 
approximate  cost  (in  coinage  and  units  familiar  to  them)  of  goods 
which  are  quoted,  say,  per  lb.  or  per  yard  in  London,  Liverpool,  or 
other  British  centres.  Every  care  is  taken  to  avoid  mistakes,  but 
no  guarantee  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  estimates  is  given  and  no 
responsibility  is  incurred  by  the  manufacturers.  In  exceptional 
cases  where  the  buyer  absolutely  refuses  to  buy  except  at  a  "  free- 
delivered"  price,  and  the  manufacturer  or  shipper  declines  to 
entertain  any  business  except  in  sterling  currency  at  factory  or 
docks  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Association,  if  they  see  their 
way  to  do  so,  arrange  to  contract  with  the  buyer  for  delivery  of 
goods  at  a  fixed  through  rate,  including  duty,  freight,  and  all 
expenses  from  place  of  origin  to  buyer's  warehouses  or  premises. 
TMs  also  entails  no  responsibility  upon  the  manufacturer.  Some 
of  their  other  chief  objects  are  as  follows.  Personal  canvass  of 
all  chief  importers  in  Copenhagen,  distribution  of  price-lists, 
circulars,  catalogues,  and  samples,  translation  into  Danish  of 
circulars,  &c.,  appointment  and  supervision  of  local  agents  in 
the  chief  towns  in  Scandinavia,  and  collection  of  accounts.  The 
Association  also  have  their  own  bonded  store  in  free  warehouse 
buildings  in  Copenhagen,  where  all  goods  can  be  warehoused 
without  paying  duty  until  required  for  delivery  in  Denmark. 
Groods  can  also  be  held  here  in  transit  to  Sweden,  Norway,  Finland, 
&c.,  charges  being  quite  nominal  There  are  also  show  rooms  and 
offices  for  travellers  visiting  Denmark. 

Their  offices  are  at  31,  Hamegade,  Copenhagen,  and  a  branch 
office  is  being  opened  at  Helsingborg,  Sweden.     The  bankers  are 
Julius  Bendix,  Copenhagen.     Solicitors,  Messrs.  Octavius  and  Olf 
Hansen,  2,  Palais  Grade,  Copenhagen. 
Bendix  For  the  purpose  of  simplifying  the  business  relations  of  British 

^^•°^-  manufacturers    exporting    to    Denmark,   the    Bendix  Bank  has 

introduced  the  principle  of  sterling  for  sterling,  which  obviates 
all  loss  on  exchange  and  many  tedious  and  annoying  calculations. 
For  all  drafts  drawn  in  pounds  sterling  on  Copenhagen,  sent  to 
Bendix  for  collection  a  remittance  on  London  for  the  same  amount 
in  sterling  is  returned  immediately  after  payment  subject  only  to 
a  deduction  of  a  fixed  charge  of  6d,  per  <&aft,  plus  J  per  cent, 
commission. 

For  instance,  for  a  draft  of  501.  on  Copenhagen  remitted  to 
Bendix  Bank  for  collection,  the  drawer  promptly  receives  50t, 
less  collection  charge,  6rf.,  and  ^  per  cent,  commission.  Is.  3d. 
{Is.  9d.),  net  proceeds  at  sight  on  London,  49s.  18«.  3d.  This 
renders  the  collection  of  money  due  in  Copenhagen  just  as  simple 
as  the  collection  of  country  cheques  in  the  United  Kingdom.  For 
the  Danish  provinces,  Norway,  and  Sweden,  the  charges  are  J  per 
cent,  and  Is.  per  draft. 
Imitation  of  I  would  most  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  all  those  com- 

British  goods,  mercially  interested,  and  who  export  goods,  &c.,  to  Denmark  to 

ac. 
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the  increasing  abuse  of  imitating  labels,  bottles,  &c.,  which  most 
objectionable  process  seems  to  be  taken  very  little  notice  of  by 
exporters.  It  is  only  within  the  last  few  months  that  two  cases 
have  come  to  my  notice,  and  although  the  matter  was  reported,  and 
assistance  was  ofiTered  to  stop  this  imitation  and  prosecute  the 
parties  in  question,  nothing  further  has  been  done.  The  Danish 
law  is,  no  doubt,  not  so  severe  as  it  is  in  the  United  Kingdom 
for  this  offence,  but  at  the  same  time,  in  these  days  of  keen 
competition,  one  can  hardly  believe  that  it  is  of  no  importance 
to  British  exporters.  By  not  taking  action  against  the  parties 
who  perpetrate  this  abuse,  an  incentive  is  given  to  others  to 
do  the  same.  Whilst  speaking  on  this  point,  I  would  urge  how 
necessary  it  is  for  all  exporters  and  those  connected  with  the 
export  trade  to  Denmark  to  see  that  their  trade-marks  and  designs  Registarifcion 
are  properly  registered  here.  It  must  always  be  remembered  that  ^^  *"|^* 
British  goods  on  account  of  their  superior  quality,  &c.,  are  more 
liable  to  be  copied  and  imitated  than  the  produce  of  other 
countries.  The  cost  is  very  small,  and  only  amounts  to  about  Oosfc  of 
5l.y  including  all  fees,  and  I  would  again  say,  as  I  did  in  my  last  '©P'*^^***^"^ 
Report  for  1899,  that  if  all  those  interested  will  apply  to  me,  I 
will  give  them  all  possible  information  and  assistance.  Finally, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  the  registration  of  trade- 
marks would  be  and  is  the  greatest  deterrent  to  the  imitation 
of  goods. 

The  following  is  a  short  extract  taken  from  the  "  Danish  indusfcrial 
Export  Review"  for  September,  1900,  concerning  the  Industrial  Congrew  »fc 
Congress.  On  July  31  a  meeting  of  manufacturers  of  the  three  Oopenhigen. 
Scandinavian  countries  was  opened  at  Copenhagen.  This  Congress 
is  the  seventh  Danish  conference  of  this  kind,  and  the  third 
Scandinavian.  One  of  the  motives  for  holding  this  Congress  was  a 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  closing  of  the  old  century  so  as 
to  obtain  a  comprehensive  survey  of  what  handicraft  and  industry 
had  accomplished  in  Denmark  in  the  direction  and  by  the  aid  of 
organisation.  The  movement  commenced  first  in  the  towns,  and 
now  it  is  said  there  is  not  a  single  town  of  any  importance  in 
Denmark  which  has  not  at  least  one,  generally  two,  such  industrial 
associations  or  trades  unions.  It  was  in  1874  that  the  first  trade 
union  was  established,  and  the  name  given  to  it  was  the  "  Central 
Union,"  and  it  was  started  in  Jutland,  and  from  this  so  to  speak 
unions  of  the  same  trade  of  individual  provinces  have  again  combined 
together  to  form  a  Common  Union  for  the  whole  country.  All 
these  individual  elements,  which  in  the  main  possessed  common 
interests  and  had  conunon  objects  in  view,  united  in  1879  to  form 
a  single  large  association  called  "The  Common  Representation  of 
Danish  Industry  and  Handicrafts,"  which  numbers  207  associa- 
tions and  41,600  members.  It  has  taken  great  interest 
in  technical  schools,  and  also  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  artizans ;  it  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  establishing 
in  1899,  "The  Danish  Employers  and  Masters  Association," 
which  numbers  about  8,000  members,  and  whose  main 
object  is   to  obtain  a  representation  of  employers  which  may 
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hold  its  own  against  the  representatives  of  the  Danish  Workmen's 
Trade  Union,  and  further,  that  when  a  law  of  January  7,  1898, 
compelled  employers  in  certain  branches  of  industry  to  insure 
their  workmen  against  accidents,  the  "  Common  Representation " 
in  conjunction  with  the  "Employers'  Association"  took  the 
initiative  towards  establishing  a  company,  "The  Employers' 
Accident  Insurance  Company,"  which  commenced  business  on 
January  1,  1899. 
^P*'^  For  many  years  Denmark  has  manufactured  paper,  and  has 

STDramflolL  P^^  ^  great  deal  of  attention  to  its  manufacture,  besides  having 
spent  large  sums  on  machinery  and  mills.  In  a  most  interesting 
article  in  the  "  Danish  Export  Review,"  the  progress  is  traced  from 
many  years  ago  up  to  the  present  time.  The  demand  for  all  kinds 
of  paper  appears  to  have  increased  more  rapidly  during  1844  than 
the  production,  but  it  was  not  till  about  30  years  ago  that  one 
new  enterprise  succeeded  another,  so  that  in  1874  there  were 
seven  manufactories  at  work.  These  caused  an  over-produc- 
tion and  large  competition,  so  that  both  the  old  and  the  new 
mills  found  themselves  in  a  very  precarious  economical  position, 
and  created  much  consternation  amongst  bankers  and  finan- 
cial men,  who,  in  1889,  formed  quite  a  new  and  large  company 
called  "The  United  Paper  Manufactories,"  with  a  capital  of 
3,000,000  kr.  (167,000Z.)  in  shares,  and  1,500,000  kr.  (88,000/.)  in 
bonds,  and  took  over  manufactories  with  11  paper  machines. 
All  the  mills,  &c.,  owned  by  this  company  are  at  the  present 
moment  equipped  with  the  latest  machinery^  and  manufacture 
every  kind  of  paper  from  writing  to  packing.  The  company 
during  the  10  years  it  has  existed  has  paid  a  dividend  of  6  per 
cent,  to  its  shareholders,  and  has  a  considerable  reserve  fund. 
Their  chief  market  is  principally  in  Denmark,  but  they  also 
export  largely  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  France. 
Iten  of  In  a  previous  commercial  report  of  mine  I  mentioned  the  firm 

SSr??^      of  Burmeister  and  Wain,  Ltd.,  and  its  capabilities,  but  in  "  The 
Ltd  emriiieen  Danish  Export  Review  "  for  May,  1900,  some  very  interesting 
•nd' sh^.        information  is  given,  and  the  following  is  a  short  extract :— The 
Vaildert.         fijuj  ^^g  founded  in  1846,  but  so  rapid  was  its  development  that 
in  1872  a  joint  stock  company  was  formed  and  supported  by  most 
of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Copenhagen  Stock  Exchange. 
'6,000,000    kr.   (333,000^.)  was    subscribed,  and  at  the  present 
moment  the  capital  of  the  company  amounts  to   8,000,000  kr. 
(444,000/.).     The  extension  of  the  port  of  Copenhagto  entailed 
the  formation  of  Rafshale   Island,  which  was  secured  by  the 
Company,  and  here  has  arisen  in  every  respect  a  first-class  ship- 
building yard,  with  four  building  slips,  dry  dock,  470'  x  76'  x  24', 
said   to  be  the  largest    in  Scandinavia,  large  repairing  work- 
shops,   with    all    the    most     modem     and     latest    machinery. 
The   company   employs    over   2,000    hands.      Its  works    cover 
an  area  of    15    acres,  which   are    worked    by   electric  power, 
and  its  situation  is  most  advantageous,  as  it  is  close  to  the 
entrance  of  the  port  of  Copenhagen,  and  is  easily  accessible  from 
the  sea.     In  its  factory  at  Christianshaven  are  the  company's  large 
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engine  shops,  iron  foundry,  steel  foundry,  hydraulic  forge,  &c.,  the 
whole  worked  by  electricity.  In  this  department  are  constructed 
besides  steaili  engines  of  all  sizes,  boilers,  pumping  plant,  cream 
separators,  motors,  ice-making  machines,  &c.  The  firm  seem  to 
have  made  the  standard  types  of  triple  expansion  and  compound 
engines  a  special  production,  which  are  suitable  for  all  electric 
lighting  and  tramways,  and  they  are  used  in  all  the  electric 
stations  in  Copenhagen  and  the  suburbs,  also  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Malaga,  Bahia,  and  Bangkok.  It  is  impossible  to  enter  into 
a  more  detailed  description  of  the  many  fine  specimens  of 
vessels,  &c.,  built  by  this  company,  but  repairs  to  vessels  appear 
to  be  attended  to  before  all  other  business,  and  can,  as  I  know,  be 
executed  in  a  very  short  time,  and  at  prices  which  will  compare 
most  favourably  with  those  for  the  same  work  abroad.  The 
managing-director  is  Commodore  Nielsen,  formerly  for  many 
years  the  director  of  the  Danish  Eoyal  Dockyard,  and  the 
management  of  the  special  departments  is  in  the  hands  of  able 
and  technical  experts,  which  ensures  that  all  work  done  is  of  the 
highest  quality. 

I  attach  a  small  plan  of  the  firm's  shipbuilding  yard,  showing 
its  position,  &c. 

The  East  Asiatic  Company  has  during  1900,  in  spite  of  great  Eaefc  Ariatic 
difficulties  in  China,  and  the  high  prices  of  coal  had  a  very  sue-  CompMiy. 
cessful  and  profitable  year  as  regards  trade,  and  the  profit  is  said 
to  be  515,000/.,  of  which  33,000/.  was  derived  from  its  trade  in 
Bangkok  and  Copenhagen,  and  482,000/.  from  freights.  Hie 
company  was  engaged  by  the  Eussian  Government  for  transport  of 
troops,  grain,  &c.,  n:om  the  Baltic  and  Black  Sea  ports  to  East 
Asia,  and  these  engagements  by  the  company  are  said  to  have 
given  entire  satisfaction.  When  these  contracts  were  made  the 
company's  own  steamers  were  on  the  voyage  out  to  the  East,  and 
so  were  excluded  from  taking  part  in  these  movements.  It  was 
therefore  necessary  to  charter  foreign  vessels,  for  which  very  high 
rates  were  asked  and  paid,  as  an  increase  in  freight  took  place 
shortly  after  the  contracts  were  negotiated.  A  considerable 
portion  of  the  large  amounts  which  were  paid  in  this  manrier 
were,  however,  earned  by  other  Danish  steamers  which  had  been 
chartered.  The  high  prices  paid  for  coal,  the  plague,  and  the 
difficulties  in  China  have  had  an  unlucky  influence  on  the  net 
result,  which,  however,  must  be  said  to  be  satisfactory  iti  spite 
of  these  drawbacks.  The  high  discount  was  also  inconvenient, 
especially  at  the  beginning  of  1900,  before  the  share  capital  was 
doubled  later  on  in  July. 

The  company  has  also  contracted  with  different  firms  for  the  N«w  TesMk 
following  new  vessels  to  be  laid  down.     A  steam  lighter  of  about  ^^^  oompmny. 
700  tons  dead-weight  for  use  at  Bangkok,  a  steamer  of  2,100 
tons  to  be  buUt  at  Copenhagen,  and  another  steamer  of  2,600  tons  Tonnage, 
for  use  in  East  Asiatic  waters  in  connection  with  the  company's 
local  trade  there  which  is  going  to  be  built  in  Scotland.     Also 
two  steamers  of  about  7,000  tons  each  are  to  be  bmlt,  one  at  Kiel 
and  one  at  Flensborg  for  the  service  from  Copenhagen  to  the  Far 
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East    The  three  first  are  to  be  delivered  during  1901,  and  the 
two  large  steamers  of  7,000  tons  each  in  April  and  May,  1902. 

During  1900  the  company  has  acquired  its  own  premises,  &c., 
in  Shanghai,  also  ground  for  erection  of  warehouses,  wharves, 
mooring,  and  otherwise,  but  these  will  be  considerably  increased 
when  matters  in  China  have  settled  down,  it  is  said. 

In  Bangkok  the  company  has  also  its  own  offices,  sheds,  wharves, 
&c.  Last  July  (1900)  the  share  capital  of  the  eompany  waa 
doubled,  so  that  it  is  now  about  400,000/.  The  new  shares  carry 
the  same  dividend  as  the  old,  viz.,  lOf  per  cent,  of  which  8  per 
cent  was  divided  amongst  the  shareholders,  whilst  14,700/.  were 
placed  to  the  reserve  fund  which  is  now  stated  to  be  about 
27,800/. 

During  the  30  years  since  the  United  Steamship  Company  was 
started,  its  development  has  gradually  increased  and  it  is  now  by 
far  the  leurgest  company  in  Scandinavia.  Its  fleet  consisted  in 
1880,  of  57  vessels,  tonnage  17,546  ;  in  1885,  83  vessels,  tonnage 
31,934;  in  1890,  104  vessels,  tonnage  44,465;  in  1895,  111 
vessels,  tonnage  51,961 ;  in  1900,  123  vessels  and  12  lighters, 
76,950  tons  net 

The  capital  of  the  company  at  the  end  of  1900  is  stated  to  be 
1,000,000/.,  and  the  average  annual  dividends  paid  to  its  share* 
holders  during  the  last  30  years  has  been  about  7}  per  cent 

70  vessels  are  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  28  vessels  in 
home  trade,  and  18  to  British  ports,  which  carry  agricultural 
produce  mostly.  A  new  vessel  is  being  built  for  this  latter 
trade  called  ''  T.  C.  Lacour  "  of  1,525  ton&  Another  large  steamer 
is  also  being  built  by  Alec.  Stephen  and  Sons,  Limited,  at  Govan, 
to  run  to  New  York  for  passenger  and  emigrant  trade,  which  is 
to  be  of  10,000  tons  gross,  speed  to  be  16  knots,  and  accommoda- 
tion is  to  be  provided  for  81  first-class  passengers,  60  second-class, 
and  700  steerage.  Length,  500  feet;  breadth,  58  feet;  depth, 
40  feet  9  inches ;  draught,  25  feet  6  inches ;  canning  capacity 
7,445  tons,  includiiig  bunker  coals. 

During  1900  the  company  gave  up  their  coast  trade  to  Elsinore 
and  Malmo. 

In  my  commercial  report  for  1899, 1  mentioned  that  various 
new  warehouses  and  other  extensive  buildings  were  being  erected 
in  the  Free  Port,  and  these  are  now  nearly  completed,  the  largest 
of  which  is  a  new  silo  warehouse.  Traffic  in  all  departments  has 
increased,  and  the  following  small  table  will  show  to  some  extent 
what  business  was  done  in  1900  : — 
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Steamers  and  Sailing  Vessels  to  and  from  Free  Harbour. 

Entered. 


Steamers  from  foreign  countries 

Of  winch  British    .. 
Sailing  ships  from  foreign  countries  < 
Steamers  from  home  ports      .  • 
Sailing  ships  from  home  ports 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


697 

82 

328 

135 

1,737 


527,579 
99,789 
82,377 
67,420 
84,749 


Weight  of 
Cargo  (Tons). 

299,681 
78,530 
27,308 
28,603 
22,046 


Cleared. 


Steamers  going  to  foreign  countries  . . 
Sailing  ships  going  to  foreign  countries 
Steamers  to  home  ports 
Sailing  ships  to  home  ports   •  •         • . 


Number  of 
Vessels. 


624 

572 

120 

1,475 


517,695 
39,245 
78.385 
77,640 


Weight  of 
Cargo  (Tons). 

41,562 

18,765 

1,269 

34,974 


Trade  in  Principal  Goods  between  Copenhagen  Free  Port  and 

Foreign  Countries  during  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 

Import  from 

Foreign 

Countries. 

Exports  to 

Foreign 

Countries. 

Maize 

Chround  corn 

Other  unground  com  • . 

OUKrake 

Bran       ••         ..         •• 
Coffee      ..         ..         .. 

Lard  and  oleomargarine 
Cotton 

Cwts. 
2,624,700 
146,500 
348,700 
874,600 
306,900 
218,900 
32,700 
139,800 

Cwts. 

266,800 
23,400 
66,600 

145,200 

82,800 

44,100 

8,500 

81,700 

I  would  again  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  privilege  which  Warranti. 
the  Free  Port  has  and  also  the  power  of  issuing  warrants  in 
accordance  with  the  Warrant  Act  of  March  3,  1894.  Such 
warrants  are  negotiable  at  all  exchanges,  &c.,  and  copies  of  the 
Act  can  always  be  obtained  at  the  office  of  the  "  Danish  Export 
Review,"  Slotshohnsgade,  Copenhagen. 

As  mentioned  under  the  heading  of  raai^e,  the  Free  Port  Botes 
authorities  on  November  1,  1900,  lowered  their  rates  for  storing,  lowered* 
forwarding,  and  discharging  grain  and  feeding-stuflfs. 

On  the  middle  mole  at  the  silo  granary  a  grain  elevator  of  Blevators. 

120  tons  capacity  per  hour  was  erected  in  August,  1900,  and 

there  will  very  soon  be  another  with  150  tons  capacity,  while 

again  on  the  west  quay  still  a  third  is  being  put  up,  having 

(804)  B 
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a  tAJmcity  ol  200  tons.  It  is  intended  in  the  future  to  discharge 
as  far  as  is  possible  all  grain  by  means  of  these  elevators,  and  in 
this  >Pvay  vessels  can  be  very  quickly  discharged  at  the  lowesc 
rates.  Copies  of  these  tariffs  can  always  be  obtained  by  applica- 
tion to  this  office.  The  Free  Port  Company  has  come  to  an 
agreement,  so  I  am  informed,  with  importers  that  tliey  can  discharge 
as  quickly  as  possible  without  waitii)g  for  consignee's  orders.  If 
it  is  necessaiy  to  work  after  the  ordinary  hours  there  is  an  addi- 
tional charge  of  3^d.  per  ton. 


Annex  A. — Table  showing  Quantity  of  Imports  of  Principal 
Articles  of  Consumption  during  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 


» • 


Wine 

gpirita 

Beer      ..         •• 
Dried  and  salted  fish  . . 

Fruits 

8pioes     •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Cocoa       and       manufactures 

thereof 
Coffee  and  coffee  surrogates  . . 

XvlC8  ••  ••  ••  •• 

Sago,  &c,  . .  •  • 

Sugar  and  candj 
Molasses  and  » jrup     .  • 

Tea        

Tobacco,  unmanufactured 

,,         manufactured 
Petroleum 
All  other  oils    • . 
Daiv        ••         ••         ••         •• 


(Gallons 


»» 


Cwts. 


I) 

}i 
tt 
ft 
t> 
i> 
I) 
» 
i> 
}) 
II 
it 
it 


Total 
Imports. 


1,612,500 

670,000 

29,200 

290,200 

264,300 

30,100 

20,100 
883,400 
520,500 

79,000 
678,900 
106,000 

14,900 

89,100 

9,800 

988,700 

218,300 

814,300 


Consumed  in 
the  Country. 


914,600 
310,400 

27,1C0 
149,400 
184,100 

16,500 

17,203 
195,200 
140,500 

42,600 
596,700 

39,000 
9,100 

83,600 

8,100 

816,100 

85,700 
762,400 
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Annex  B. — Table  showing  Value  of  the  Principal  Articles  of 
Import  and  Export  during  the  Year  1900. 


Articles. 


Live  animals  . .         •  •         •  •         . .         . . 

Kaiables,  meat,  &c. 

Grain  and  pulse — 
Dnground  •  • 

Q-round  . .         .  •         . .         . . 
Manufactures  of  grain  . . 

Feeding  stuS'         .  •         .  •         . .         . . 

Fruits,  sugar,  colonials,  tobaccji  &g. 

Spirits  and  otiier  drinkabbs 

Spinning  materials  .  •         . . 

Yarn  and  thread  . .         . .         •  • 

Dry  goods  .  •         .  •         . . 

Hairs,  feathers,  ^kins,  &c. 

Man  nfacUures  of  above    ..         ..         •• 

Tallow,  oil,  tar,  and  rubber 

Manufactures  of  above     .  • 

Wooden  goods,  unmanufactured  and  manu- 
factured • .         . .  .  •         .  •         .  • 

Djes,  colours,  colour  extracts,  &c.  .  •         • . 

Different  plant  stuff  •  •         •  •         • . 

Paper  and  manufactures  thereof  *         . .         . . 

Other  manufactures  of  plants 

Saw  minerals         •  •  i  •         .  •  . .         •  • 

Manufactures  of  above     .  • 

Mclals  raw  and  worked    . . 

Dnips  ••         ••  •.  ■•  •*  •• 

All  other  goods,  included  in  which  are  go^ds  of 
(he  above  classes,  but  which  are  of  less 
importance         ••         ..         ••         ••         •• 

Total   .  •         » .         •  •         . . 


• 

Value. 

Impotts. 

Exports. 

£ 

£ 

187,778 

1,211,667 

;      1,890,556 

11,985,000 

2,987,778 

885,556 

270,000 

42,778 

180,000 

60,556 

2,158,778 

58,S83 

1,66S,8S9 

62,778 

271,111 

87,222 

878,889 

97,222 

748,333 

8,333 

2,243,889 

31,111 

637,222 

509,444 

392,222       ' 

18,889 

429,444 

70,556 

191,414 

7,778 

1,349,444 

2,778 

113.8S9 

10,556 

161,667 

12,778 

192,222 

19,444 

81,667 

8,833 

2,723,889 

134,444 

879,444 

46,111 

2,231,111 

215,556 

278,889 

39  MM 

980,000 

150,556 

23,021,555 

i 

15,567,223 

When  dealing  with  trade  and  commercial  statistics  in  Denmark  Agriculture, 
it  is  only  natural   that  one  should  speak  of  agriculture,  which 
is  Denmark's  chief  industry.     Out  of  14,000  S(|uare  miles,  10,400 
square  miles  are  given  up  to  agriculture. 

Tlie  year  1900  has  been  an  average  year,  and  all  farniei's  have 
worked  hard  to  make  profits  c'lnd  expenses  balance,  and  from  official 
and  statistical  reports,  failures  of  farmers  liave  been  companitively 
few,  and  hardly  any  have  been  obliged  to  throw  up  their  farms. 
High  rates  of  interest  and  low  rates  for  bonds  has  caused,  no 
doubt,  some  difficulty,  but  the  financial  status  of  farmers  all 
through  the  country  cannot  be  said  to  be  bad,  as  hard  times  in 
former  years  have  taught  them  to  be  economical,  and  if  a  few 
prosperous  years  would  come,  everything  as  regards  agriculture 
would  no  doubt  be  most  satisfactory. 

The  most  striking  illustration  of  the  development  of  agricul- 
ture is  shown  by  the  existence  of  about  1,200  co-operative  dairies 
and   35    swine   slaughter-houses,   25   of  which  are  co-operative. 
(804)  B  2 
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DENMARK. 


Harvest  of 
1900. 


This  principle  of  co-operation  has  much  significant  value,  and 
is  the  real  difference  between  the  Danish  farmer  and  his  brother 
farmers  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  the  former  has  discovered 
the  financial  benefit  which  all  co-operation  worked  on  a  sound 
basis  brings  to  him. 

The  crop  during  1900  may  be  put  down  as  a  very  good  average, 
only  grass  and  clover  were  moderate,  whilst  all  grain,  beets, 
&c.,  were  above  the  average  of  former  years.  The  winter  season 
was  about  normal,  but  as  spring  was  later,  sowing  operations  were 
delayed  to  some  extent.  Snow  fell  in  the  north  of  Jutland  in  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  no  improvement  in  the  weather  appeared 
before  the  end  of  June,  too  late  to  save  the  clover  crop.  In  Falster 
there  were  very  heavy  hail  storms,  which  did  much  damage,  but 
the  yield  of  grain  of  all  sorts  and  beet  can  be  said  to  have  been 
f^ood.  The  quality  of  the  grain,  however,  was  hardly  up  to  the 
average  of  other  years,  and  was  more  used  for  fodder  and  feeding 
purposes  as  the  price  was  low,  and  maize  and  other  feeding  stuffs 
were  expensive,  in  fact,  the  former  was  higher  in  price  than  for 
many  years. 

The  weather  during  1900  was  perfectly  normal,  and  the  rain- 
fall and  temperature  was  on  the  average  of  the  last  30  years,  so 
that  I  think,  taking  everything  into  consideration,  and  considering 
all  circumstances,  the  harvest  was  a  fair  average. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  different  crops 
during  1900  :— 


Crops. 


•  • 


•  • 


Wheat 
Eye  .. 
Barley 
Oats  .. 
Mixed  seeds .  • 
Backwheat  .. 
Bemis  and  peas 
Potatoes  .  • 
Beetroots  •  • 
Chicory 
Carrots  •• 

Red  beets     •• 
Fodder 
Colsa. . 
Hops  I  •         •  • 
Tobacco 
C'loTer 
Hay 


•  *  ! 

»  • 

•  * 


Bushels 

ft 
It 

9) 
l> 
»l 
»l 
1» 

Cwts. 

)i 
Bushels 

»» 
ft 


•  « 


Cwts. 


•  • 


it 
It 
»» 


Total.. 


3,468,940 

19,207,271 

21,973,283 

38,820,397 

11,090,125 

449,467 

889,370 

22,468,182 

7,642,559 

203,590 

9,318,215 

62,217,If8 

€8,899,312 

24,263 

4,683 

3,339 

13,18H,700 

12,331,180 


£ 

532,106 

2,733,285 

2,960,344 

3,888,902 

1,235,342 

64,860 

64,906 

1,188,088 

331,177 

>4,138 

157.160 

1,0H,823 

777,017 

0.572 

13,008 

3,803 

1,4:^2,935 

1.36C,817 


17,754,289 


Percentage. 


3 

15 

16 

21 

6 

0 

0 

6 

.  1 

0 

0 

5 

4 

0 

0 


•00 
•39 
•67 
•88 
96 
87 
•37 
•41 
•86 
•OS 
•88 
•80 
•38 
•04 
C7 


0-02 
8  07 
7  66 


100  00 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  value  was  almost  the  same  as  in 
1899,  which  was  17,692,022/.  To  the  total  value  of  the  crop  may 
be  added  the  value  of  straw  which  during  1900  amounted  to 
3,126,878/.  (57,261,190  cwts.). 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  Copen-  Prices  of 
liagen  for  the  last  five  years : —  corn. 


Year. 


1896 
lh97 
IS'^S 
}8')9 
1900 


Per 

Cwfc. 

Wheat. 

Rjc. 

i 

1       Barley. 

1 

Oats. 

Kr.  Ore. 

Kr.  6re. 

Kr.  (Jre. 

Kr.  ore. 

5    46 

4      2 

4    68 

4     5!) 

6    25 

4    31 

4    91 

5     44 

7    2i 

5     2i 

5    3i 

5     77 

5    49 

5     S3 

5     22 

5    01 

5    25 

5     13 

5     Z-i 

5     24 

Note.— 3  krouer  =  10i»  Ore  ;  \s. 


90  6ro. 


The  prices  of  barley,  which  taken  on  an  averaj^e  were  higher 
than  in  1899,  were  very  low  at  the  end  of  1900,  and  thi?  was 
especially  the  case  in  malting  barley,  and  producers  or  this  grain 
snffered  heavy  losses. 

Prices  for  wheat  bran,  pa^m  cake,  linseed  cnke,  rape  cake,  and  ?''^,|";'^r^'ii*^ 
sunflower  cake  were  about  the  same  as  in  1800,  but  coLton-seed       ^  o    ••    • 
cake  was  10  per  cent,  higlier,  and  maize  about  18  per  cent,  higher. 
The    following    t^ble   shows  prices   for  feeding  stuffs   per  cwt. 
during  the  last  four  years  : — 


Palm 
Cake. 

Per  Cwt. 

Sunflower 
Cake. 

Year. 

Wheat 
Bran. 

Llnneed 
Cikc. 

RaxMi 
Cake. 

Cotton-seed 
Cake. 

Haize. 

1897 

I8P8 

1899  .. 
1900 

Kr.  Ore. 
4    56 

4  b5 
A      2 

5  3 

Kr.  Oro. 
A    05 
5    41 
5    5i 

A    GO 

Kr.  Ore 
A    AS 
0    34 
6    23 

6    74 

Kr,  or*. 

5  98 

6  70 
6    81 
6     IG 

K  r.  Ore. 
A     l:i 
ft     17 
ft    2H 
5    95 

Kr.  Oro. 
A    43 
5    C9 
A    44 
A    6J 

Kr.  ore. 
8    l> 

3  99 

4  £ 
4    47 

KoTB.— 1  kroner  =  100  Ore;  U.  =  90  Ore. 

When  examining  the  prices  farmers  obtained  during  1900  for  Prices  of 
their  export  productions,  it    may  be    observed    that    tliese    had  a«''»«"'*^*«>'l 

,,  *^.         ^         1  ''  export 

generally  increased.  ur.icles. 

The  average  butter  quotations  at  Copenhagen  have  been  much  Butter, 
the  same  as  during  1899,  namely  90  ore  per  Danish  lb.,  but  tlie 
British  statistics  and  market  quotations  show,  however,  that  a 
price  of  2  (ire  more  per  lb.  than  in  1899  has  been  paid,  and  that 
1,611,000  cwts.  was  imported  against  1,550,000  cwts.  in  1899,  and 
according  to  these  statistics  Denmark  should  have  made  472,000/. 
more  for  butter  exported  to  England  in  1900  than  in  the  previous 
year. 
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Tabj.e  showing  the  Demand  for  Danish  Butttor  on  the  English 
Market  for  1897-1900,  the  Prices  being  the  Weekly  Quotations 
from  the  Copenhagen  Cluimbor  of  Commerce  for  Choicest 
lUitter,  per  Danish  lb. 


Month. 

Prices. 

190O. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

Ore. 

Ore. 

Ore. 

Ore. 

January.  •          •  •          • . 

98 

96 

92i 

971 

February          • .         • . 

94 

95 

94 

931 

March   •• 

89J 

d'>} 

9H 

89 

-April 

88 

87^ 

841 

83^ 

May 

87  J 

8U 

77J 

79^ 

Juno 

92 

8l| 

7'i 

791 

Ouly 

92 

68 

74i 

82 

August  . .          •  • 

1001 

lOJ 

^0 

881 

September 

99 

110^ 

91 1 

96 

October . .          • . 

lOOf 

llOi 

99^ 

9'J 

November         . .         • . 

1041- 

101 

1          99 

97i 

December         ••         •. 

JOG^ 

104 

10  k 

97 

Average  for  year  . . 

9G 

96 

1 

83J 

1 

89} 

Note.— 1*.  =  90  6re ;  1  cwf.  =  101  i  Danish  Iba. 


Baoon. 


Eggs. 


Danish  bacon  obtained  higher  prices  on  the  British  market 
during  1900  than  in  1899.  The  London  quotation  was  about 
8i  ore  (lid.)  per  lb.  higher  than  in  1899.  The  export  to  the 
United  Kingdom  went  down  from  1,320,000  cwts.  in  1899,  to 
1,186,000  cwts.  in  1900,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  value  increased 
about  55,000/.,  from  1,640,000/.  in  1899,  to  1,695,000/.  during 
1900. 

The  accompanying  chart  shows  the  Danish  bacon  quotations 
during  1000. 

The  export  of  Danish  eggs  increased  in  value  by  about  |rf.  per 
score.  It  amounted  during  1900  to  14,750,000  score,  whilst  during 
1899  it  was  13,600,000  score.  The  increase  in  value  over  1899 
was,  in  1900,  111,000/.,  and  value  being  931,000/.,  in  1899  it  was 
only  820,000/. 

The  quality  and  price  of  Danish  butter,  eggs,  and  bacon  in 
British  markets  increases  year  by  year.  Formerly,  Danish  butter 
fetched  \d,  more  per  lb.  than  Australian  butter,  but  in  1900  it  has 
increased  to  l^d.,  and  in  the  same  way  the  difference  in  price 
between  Canadian  and  Danish  bacon  has  increased  from  ^d.  to  l^d. 
per  lb.  Danish  eggs  also  sell  at  the  same  price  as  French  eggs  on 
the  British  market,  and  no  one  who  examines  tliese  prices  can  say 
but  that  it  is  due  to  the  care  and  attention  paid  to  all  agricul- 
tural produce  by  Danish  farmers,  who  do  everything  that  is 
possible  to  improve  the  quality  of  their  productions,  knowing  that 
when  foreign  markets  are  dull,  preference  is  given  to  the  best  of 
everything,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  to  their  advantnge  to  keep  up 
the  high  sta-ndard  of  their  butter,  bacon,  &c. 
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The  prices  under  the  heading  of  offals  for  export,  «fcc.,  were  oifals. 
high,  heads  being  quoted  at  IW.  to  2^.,  and  lard  7d,  and  8d. 
per  lb. 

The  method,  if  possible,  of  ripening  cream  has  during  the  Method  for 
last  few  years  been  one  of  general  interest,  and  it  is  now  said  that  "po'^^'e 
a  raetliod  has  been  invented  by  Mr.  A.  Zoffmann,  one  of  the 
leading  Danish  bacteriologists,  which  consists  in  the  cream  being 
directly  fermented  with  a  pure  preparation  of  bacteria  which 
causes  all  cream  to  sour  in  such  a  way  that  the  butter  obtains  the 
very  best  taste  and  llavour  and  enables  it  to  keep  fresh  for  a  very 
long  period.  The  old  method  of  souring  cream  with  butter  milk 
or  ripened  milk  lias  this  disadvantage  that  it  is  necessary  to  have 
a  certain  quantity  of  milk  to  sour  the  cream,  and  it  is  almost  im- 
Bossible  to  keep  this  milk  free  from  bacterial  infection  from 
atmospheric  causes. 

By  this  new  method  of  ripenin'];  the  cream  direct,  which  is 
easy  and  does  not  require  much  labour,  it  is  possible  absolutely 
to  prevent  any  deterioration  in  the  butter  from  one  day  to 
another,  but  there  were  no  means  of  preventing  this  under  the 
old  method. 

The  preparation  is  sold  in  bottles  containing  100. to  500 
grammes,  which  are  said  to  keep  for  any  length  of  time  in  any 
climate,  and  can  be  obtained  from  Slessrs.  Valeur  and  Zoffmann, 
Copenhagen. 

Amongst  technical  improvements  in  agriculture,  I  must  ""^'^^g^ 
mention  that  schools  have  been  started  for  all  matters  con- 
nected with  milking,  and  that  very  great  interest  has  arisen 
all  through  the  country  on  account  of  this.  It  is  a  matter 
which  has  not  been  fully  understood  either  by  the  farmer  him- 
self or  farm  hands,  and  the  main  object  of  these  schools  is  to 
show  that  the  labour  of  milking  is  one  that  requires  great  care, 
and  that  by  the  work  being  thoroughly  done  and  not  hurried  over 
the  yield  of  milk  will  be  greatly  increased. 

Trials  with  different  sorts  of  grain  and  the  use  of  artificial  Agricultural 
manures  have  been  continued  since  1899  and  have  increased,  and  o^P®*^™®'^^* 
it  has  been  no  doubt  proved  that  artificial  manure  can  be  used 
with  advantage  when  applied  in  the  proper  way  and  to  suitable 
ground.  Subventions  from  the  State  to  tenants  and  farmers  to 
travel  to  various  parts  of  the  cour»  .ry  and  to  be  present  at  these 
trials  have  been  continuously  paid  and  have  been  much  appreciated 
by  one  and  all.  One  subvention  of  1,000/.  was  given  by  the 
Government  to  daiiymen  and  women's  education,  and  was  divided 
amongst  107  people. 

There  have  been  only  a  few  cases  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Foofc-and- 
LoUand  and  Funen,  but  the  increase  of  this  ever-to-l^e-feared  ^^^^^"^ 
disease  amongst  all  agriculturists  has  been  prevented  at  once  from  ^'^**** 
spreading  by  the  most  energetic  means  and  by  the  strict  attention 
and  adherence  to  the  rules  laid  down, 


tO:JDON ! 

Prinled  for  His  Tdajettfi  Sl*tionei7  Office, 

Be  HAKRISON  AND  80K8, 

Friolen  in  Ordin&r;  to  Her  late  Majerty. 

(7S    0  I  01-H  &  8    801) 
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